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PREFACE.

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of the

Union and Confederate Navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Professor J. R. Soley, U. S.

Navy, at that time Hbrarian of the Navy Department, afterwards

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas-

sification was ably continued by his successor, Lieutenant-Commander

F. M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was
relieved by Lieutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. S. Navy, in

May, 1893.

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of Con-

gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The first

five volumes were published under his efficient administration, and
the important duty of organizing the office for the distribution of

these volumes was aocompUshed.

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was suc-

ceeded by Professor Edward K. Rawson, U. S. Navy, as superintend-

ent, under whose able administration volumes 6-14 were published.

Professor Rawson was detached and ordered to the U. S. Naval

Academy September 20, 1902, and was succeeded by Mr. Charles W.
Stewart.

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan of

publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only

the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous

naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the

following order of arrangement:

I. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,

both Union and Confederate, relating to aU naval operations on the

Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States dur-

ing the war of the rebeUion, together with the operations of vessels

acting singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the

world. These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and

diagrams.

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and

flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of

any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports.
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II. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond-

ence relatmg to

—

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com-

mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress

of the war, including the annual and special reports of the Sec-

retary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus.

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, in-

cluding privateers, setting forth also the annual and special

reports of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of

bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels. Union and Confederate, as far

as can be obtained.

4. Returns of naval and noilitary property captured by the

navies of both sides during the war.

5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above

sections as far as practicable.

III. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,

and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially

relating to the matter of the first and second series.

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the

volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of

vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships as

they actually appeared during the war. These cuts have been repro-

duced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from the

carefully prepared drawings made from official sources.

Much difficulty has been found in collecting the records, for, while
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly

are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspond-
ence between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing.
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the
work woiild necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore
has spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief
actors on both sides. These papers have for the most part been
obtained, and they have been copiously used in the compilation of
the work. The reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly
complete. It is to be regretted, however, that the Confederate
records are not equally complete, due to the great difficulty foimd in
collecting them, and also to the fact that a large part of the archives
of the Confederate Navy Department was burned at the close of the
war. Frequent careful searches throughout various parts of the
country, conducted by a special agent of the Department, have
brought to Ught many duplicates of these papers, found among the
personal files of participants. It is hoped that the publication will
revive the interest of participants in the events referred to, and lead
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them to bring to the notice of the Department the whereabouts of any
papers bearing upon naval operations in the civil war of which they

may have knowledge.

The twenty-fifth volume of the records (Series I, vol. 25), which

has recently been published by the Department, gives the operations

of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from May 18, 1863, to Feb-

ruary 29, 1864. The present volume (Series I, vol. 26) gives the

operations of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from March 1 to

December 31, 1864.

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a

distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which

both sides took part the Confederate reports (where they could be

obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscella-

neous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume.

Keference to the table of contents wUl show the context of these Con-

federate papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement

of the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each

volume, will aflPord ample means of reference to its contents without

other subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single

events, in. which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the

chronological order has been somewhat modified, and such documents

have been placed together in the compilation.

Chari.es W. Stewart,
Compiler.

Navy Department,
Washington, D. C, March, 1914-

Note.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-

tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress
approved July 31, 1904):

* * * Of said niunber, six thousand eight himdred and forty

copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among ofiScers of

the Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein author-
ized of said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives
shall be sent oy the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organiza-

tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Rep-
resentatives, and Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the

purpose of this distribution herein provided for to place these records

m public libraries, and with permanent organizations having libra-

ries, so far as such libraries may exist in the several States and Terri-

tories. Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and
each Representative and Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such ad-
dresses, and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time, as

they are published, until the publication is completed; and all sets

that may not be ordered to be distributed as provided herein shall be
sold by the Secretary of the Navy for cost of publication, with ten per
centum added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered
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into the Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered

to the same address, the Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Sena-

tors, Representatives, or Delegates who have designated the same,
who thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or indi-

viduals. The Secretary of the Navy shall inform distributees at

whose instance the volumes are sent.

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the

work was approved January 30, 1896:

Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undis-
tributed copies of the Ofl&cial Records of the War of the Rebellion,

both of the Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries,

organizations, and individuals as may be designated before the meet-
ing of the next Congress by the Representatives in the Fifty-fourth
Congress of the districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third
Congress failed to designate the distributees of their quota of said
Official Records or any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Con-
gress approved July thu-ty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four,
and the joint resolution approved March second, eighteen hundred
and ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided in
said act.

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28,

1896, which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

* * * For printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for
supplying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars.



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

SERIES I.

1. Operations of the cruisers, 1861-1865.

Union cruisers.

West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Wilkes, U. S. N., 1862-1863.
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. S. N., 1863-1864.

Confederate cruisers and privateers.

2. Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861

Surrender of the Fensacola Navy Yard.

Ciooperation of the Navy in the relief of Fort Pickens.

3. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861.

Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort Sumter.

Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard.

Home Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer Pendergrast, U. S. N.

4. Operations on the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers, 1861-1865.

PotoInao^Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U. S. N., 1861.

Potomac Flotilla, under Captain Craven, U. S. N., 1861.

Potomac Flotilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. N., 1861-1862.

Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U. S. N., 1862-1863.

Potomac Flotilla, under C!ommander Parker, U. S. N., 1863-1865.

5. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Ofificer Stringham, U. S. N., May 13 to Sept. 23, 1861.

West India Squadron, imder Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. N., 1861.

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Barron, C. S. N.
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer Goldsborough, U. S. N., 1861.

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, U. S. N., 1861-1862.

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Offlcer Lynch, C. S. N.
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Buchanan, C. S. N.

James Biver Squadron, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. S. N.
James River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, U. S. N., 1862.

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Bear-Admiral Lee, U. S. N., 186^-1864.

James Biver Squadron, under Flag-Offlcers Forrest and Mitchell, C. S. N.
* Naval Defenses Inland Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pinkney, C. S. N.
* Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Offlcer Lynch, C. S. N.

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Eear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., 1864-1865.

James River Squadron, under Flag-Offlcers Mitchell and Semmes, C. S. N.

•Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, imder Flag-Offlcer Pinkney, C. S. N.
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Bear-Admiral Radford, U. S. N., 1865.

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U. S. N., 1861-1863.

Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Georgia, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. S. N.
•Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer Ingraham, C. S. N.

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Eear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. S. N., 1863-1865.

•Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer Tucker, C. S. N.

Naval Defenses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag-Offlcers Hunter and Tattnall, C. S. N.

•TheConfederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that thosewho have any
Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval War Becords,

Navy Department, Washington, D. C,

XV
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6. Gulf Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer Mervino, U. S. N., 1861.

Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offloer McKean, U. S. N., 1861-1862.

•Mississippi Elver Defenses, under Flag-Offlcer HoUlns, C. S. N.

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer McKean, U. S. N., 1862.

East Gulf Blockadmg Squadron, under Acting Kear-Admiral Lardner, U. S. N., 1862.

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Kear-Admiral Bailey, U. S. N., 1862-1864.

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Captain Greene, U. S. N., 1864.

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Striblmg, U. S. N., 1864-188S.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer Farragut, U. 8. N., 1862-1863.

Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U. S. N., 1862.

Lower Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander J. K. Mitchell, C. S. N., 1862.

Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Offlcer Randolph, C. S. N.

Trans-Mississippi Marine Department, under Major Leon Smith, C. S. A.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Bell, U. S. N. (ad interun), 1863.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S. N., 1864.

'Mobile Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, C. S. N.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, U. S. N., 1864-1865.

West Gull Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. N., 1866.

Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Offlcer Farrand, C. S. N.

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U. S. N., 1861.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Offlcer Foote, U. S. N., 1861-1862.

Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Offlcer HoUins, C. S. N.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, imder Flag-Officer Davis, U. S. N., 1862.

Mississippi River Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. S. A.

Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander R. F. Pinkney, C. S. N.

Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Offlcer Lynch, C. S. N.

Mississippi Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, XJ. S. N., 1862-1864.

Mississippi Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. N., 1864-1865.

Naval Defenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Lieutenant J. H. Carter, C. S. N.

UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON
MARCH 1 TO DECEMBER SI, mi

Name.
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UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON
MARCH 1 TO DECEMBER St, iSS^—Continued.

Name.

General Bragg
General Burnside.

.

General Grant
GeneralLyon
General Pillow
General Price
General Sherman .

.

General Thomas - .

.

Grampus
Great Western
Hastings
Huntress
Hyacinth
Ivy -

Judge Toirence
Juliet
Kenwood
Key West
Kickapooi
Lafeyette
Lexington
Linden
Little Rebel
Louisville
Marmora
Milwaultee'
Moose
Mound City
Naiad 2

Naumkeag
Neosho
New Era
New National \.

Nymph
Osage
Ouachita
Ozark
Pansy
Paw Paw
Peosta
Peris
Petrel
Pittsburg
Prairie Bird
Queen City
Rattler
Red Rover
Reindeer
Robb4
Romeo
St. Clair
Sibyls
Signal
Silver Cloud
Silver Lake
Siren •

Springfield
Tawan
Tensas
Thistle
Tuscumbia
Tyler
Undine
Victory
Vindicator
Volunteer
Wm. H. Brown
Winnebago

Rate.

Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fom-th..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Third...
Third...
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Third...
Fourth-
Third...
Fourth..
Third...
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Third...
Fourth..
Fourth-
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..

Tonnage

gso
?oi
204
468
38
38
187
184
300
800
293
138
SO
50
700
157
232
207
970

1,000
448
177
151
627
207
970
189
512
185
250
523
157
379
171
523
720
578
50

175
233
159
226
512
171
212
166
787
212

Clasij.

Side-wheel steamer
Paddle-wheel steamer

do
do

Side-wheel steamer
do

Paddle-wheel steamer
....do
Receiving ship

do
Paddle-wheel steamer

do
Paddle-wheel steamer (tug).
Screw steamer (tug)
Side-wheel steamer
Stem-whoel steamer
Paddle-wheel steamer

do
Ironclad
Paddle-wheel steamer
Side-wheel steamer
Paddle-wheel steamer
Screw steamer (ram)
Ironclad
Stem-wheel steamer
Ironclad
Paddle-wheel steamer
Ironclad
Paddle-wheel steamer

do
Ironclad
Stem-wheel steamer
Paddle-wheel steamer

do
Ironclad
Paddle-wheel steamer
Ironclad
Paddle-wheel steamer (tug)

.

do
do

....do

....do
Ironclad
Paddle-wheel steamer

do
....do
Side-wheel steamer
Paddle-wheel steamer

Guns.

Fourth-
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth-
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..
Fourth..

175
203
176
190
236
212
232
146
108
150
SO

665
575

Stem-wheel steamer
do

Paddle-wheel steamer
Stem-wheel steamer
Paddle-wheel steamer
Stem-wheel steamer
Paddle-wheel steamer

do
do
do

Paddle-wheel steamer (tug)

.

Ironclad
Side-wheel steamer

Fourth.,
Third...
Fourth.,
Fourth.,
Fourth.,

160
750
209
235
970

Paddle-wheel steamer.
Ram
Side-wheel steamer
Paddle-wheel steamer.
Ironclad

> Transferred to West GuK Squadron.
2 Formerly Princess.
* Formerly Reindeer.

I See Alfred Robb.
s Formerly Hartford.
» Formerly White Rose.
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MVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

FROM MARCH 1 TO DECEMBER 31, 1864.

Instncctions from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Johnston, V. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. S. Forest Rose, on assuming station at Grand Gulf.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, March 1, 186^.

Sir: You will proceed to Grand Gulf and relieve the Pittsburg.
Obtain from Captain Hoel all the information he has about the people
at and near that station ; the manner in which I have directed him to

deal with them ; the names of the persons who furnish reliable intelli-

gence, etc. The tug Hyacinth will be left with you. You will remain
most of the time at Grand Gulf, and do not be absent at night.

You can send the tug as far as Rodney, and, in your absence from
Grand Gulf, leave her there, but always with an armed crew and
in charge of an intelligent officer, one that fully knows the course
to be pursued. Do not send her up [Big] Black River or go your-
self. If the commanding officer of the vessel at Hurricane Isla.nd

sends for the tug, let him have her.

You understand my views in regard to cotton speculators. The
permits issued by the special agents of the Treasury to purchase and
ship are, under the present interpretation of the la,w, authorized, and
you will recognize them. You will, whenever you are called upon
by Ralph S. Hart, in charge of the Natchez district, seize any vessel

engaged in illicit trade or - endeavoring to deprive the Treasury of
its rights. You will not hesitate to use force if you find any oppo-
sition to the laws or refusal to obey the orders of the Treasury agent.

You will be careful not to come in collision with any of the Marine
Brigade proper, but should they employ, transports, and you are re-

quested to seize them, do so. Any boat seized at the request of Judge
Hart, you will send to him at Natchez.

I will state for your information and guidance that the above in-

structions are issued by Admiral Porter's directions. It is possible

that there will be, ere long, a general order issued on the subject.

As you will be unable while stationed at Grand Gulf to come to

Natchez for coal, you must be economical in the use of it. The ad-

miral has directed a boat to come down occasionally, to supply the

vessels at stations. Should you run short, you can stop any naval
towboat and fill up, using as much dispatch as possible; giving the

captain a receipt, stating that the exigencies of the service obliged

you to detain him. Show this clause to him. I will relieve you, in

such a case, of the responsibility of acting contrary to General Order
3
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167. The Curlew is expected down soon. I wish her to come to

Natchez immediately, and after coaling, I will send her to relieve

you. You will leave the tug with her, filling her up with coal, and
will explain fully the course you have been directed to pursue, giving
her commander all the information you may have about the station

of Grand Gulf. Upon being relieved, you will proceed to the beat

between Rodney and 10 miles above Natchez. You will make fre-

quent visits to Eodney, Waterproof, and (dole's Creek, but keep a
sharp lookout on the Rodney people. Cruise actively, and come to

Natchez when you need coal, making your stay there as short as

possible. I intend to leave orders for the Samson to run up as far

as Waterproof once a week, until the arrival of the Curlew. You will

keep me advised of all movements of importance, and send your
reports as usual.

I leave to you to post up fully the commanding officer of the Curlew,
as he is probably not acquainted with all the new points that have
arisen since his departure from the district.

If anything important occurs, report to the admiral at once, send-
ing me the same information or a copy of your letter.

Have all your reports, etc., ready to send by dispatch or naval
vessels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and ^th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston,
Commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose.

Instructions from Lieutenant-Covfimamder Greer, ZJ. S. Navy, to
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Irwin, U. S. Navy, commanding
V. S. S. Judge Torrence, stationed at Natchez.

IT. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, March 1, 186Jf.

Sir: During the absence of the ironclads you will remain at
Natchez and will pay every attention to the coal barges. You will
place your pilot in charge of them, making him visit them twice a
day. The tug Fern will be left with you ; keep her at the barges at
night. In case of an attack, you will cooperate to the best of your
abilities with the army. Let me caution you to be very careful
should you have occasion, in firing over our troops; do not do it un-
less absolutely necessary. When the river rises sufficientlv, keep the
barges on the Louisiana side. You can drop down after our de-
parture to the berth now occupied by this vessel. I have directed the
officer commanding the Samson, until the arrival of the Curlew in
this district, to make a trip of 36 miles once a week up the river
In her absence the shop will be left alongside of you, and you will
have the food of any of the mechanics that are left in it prepared on
board your vessel. You will send your pilot in the Samson on her
trips.

Do not allow strangers to visit your vessel, and be very vigilant-
say nothing about this order. Should Judge Hart, the speciai
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Treasury agent, call upon you to seize or detain any transport at
this point, you will do so, turning her over to him. You will also
keep Mr. [S. G.] Trott, the postmaster, advised when our dispatch
boats are going up the river, so as to get the United States mail to
send up.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Gomdr., Comdg. Benton and ^th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Irwin,
Commanding U. S. S. Judge Torrence.

Order of Lievienant-Comma-nder Greer, V. S. Navy, to the eom-
manding officer of the U. S. S. Samson, for weekly trips to Water-
proof, La.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, March 1, I864.

Sir: After the departure of the fleet from this place you will,

until the arrival of the Curlew in this district, make a trip once a

week, starting early in the morning, run up to Waterproof, anchor
under the bar, and remain till next morning; then you will return
to Natchez. When making these trips leave the shop alongside of
the Torrence with food for such men as are left in it. The pilot of

the Torrence will go with you.
When away from Natchez allow no one to leave the vessel. Have

a supply of arms and ammunition on hand, and do not allow your
vessel to be surprised by rebels.

Say nothing about this order.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and. ^th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Commanding Officer,
V. S. S. Samson.

Instructions from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. S. Rattler, on assuming station to watch the steamer In-

dianola.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, March 1, I864.

Sir: I send with this your orders from Admiral Porter to relieve

the Mound City. You will proceed to do so as soon as you have filled

up with coal. The primary object of duty at your new station will

be to take care of the Indianola and have her kept in such order
that when the river rises she will be floated and be in a condition re-

q[uiring as little labor as possible to keep her so. You will keep me
informed of her condition, and when the river is rising, so as ti) in-

dicate that you will have water enough for your purpose, you will

report to the admiral as well as myself.
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I am quite sure you will have the Champion to assist you. The

tug Hyacinth will be with the vessel stationed off Grand Gulf. Whrai

you require her for purposes connected with the Indianola. you will

send word to the officer commanding the vessel at that point. As
soon as practicable you will remove all the loose iron from the

Indianola to the empty coal barge.

You will obtain from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Langthorne

all the information in regard to your new station.

Should parties having the proper papers apply for protection while

taking cotton on board of boats, you will afford it, providing always

that you have an eye to the Indianola.

The permits issued by the special Treasury agents to purchase

and ship are, under the present interpretation of the law, authorized,

and you will recognize them. You will, whenever called upon by
Kalph S. Hart, the assistant special agent of the Natchez district,

seize any vessel engaged in illicit trade or endeavoring to deprive

the Treasury of its rights. You will not hesitate to use force if you
find any opposition or refusal to obey the orders of the Treasury
agent. You will be careful not to come in collision with any of the

boats of the Marine Brigade proper, but should they employ trans-

ports, and you are requested to seize them, you will do so. Any boat
seized at the request of Judge Hart, you will send to him at Natchez,

and if necessary ask convoy from the gunboats between you and
that point.

I will state for your information and guidance that the above in-

structions are issued by Admiral Porter's directions. It is possible

that there will ere long be a general order issued on the subject. As
j'ou will be unable to come to Natchez for coal, you must be eco-

nomical in the use of what you have. The admiral has ordered a
boat to come down occasionally to supply the vessels at stations.

Should you, however, get short of fuel, you will stop any naval tow-
boat and fill up, using as much dispatch as possible, and give the
captain a receipt, stating that the exigencies of the service required
you to detain him. Show this clause to him. I will relieve you in
such a case of the responsibility of acting contrary to General Order
167. Send me your reports as usual. If anything important occurs
report to the admiral at once, sending me the same information or
a copy of your letter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Laning.
CoTmnanding U. S. S. Rattier.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, V. S. Navy, to Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Hoel, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S.
Pittsburg, for transfer of his vessel to Natchez from Grand Gulf.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, March 1, 1864..

Sir : Upon the arrival of the Forest Rose to relieve you, you will
come to this place with your vessel. Give Captain Johnston a full
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statement of the course you have been pursuing at Grand Gulf.
Turn the Hyacinth over to him, and fill her up with coal from your
vessel.

Bring me her list of contrabands.
Ver)' respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greek,
Lieut. Comdr., Gomdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. E. Hoel,
Commanding TJ. S. S. Pittshurg.

Report of Lieuienant-Gormnander Greer, V. S. Navy^ naming the
vessels off Natchez.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, March 1, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the Mound City and
Pittsburg having been relieved by the Rattler and Forest Rose
are now at this point, as well as the Eastport.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greek,
Lieut. Gomdr., Gomdg. Benton and kth Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Adrtiiral David D. Porter,
Gommanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, of arrival off Red River

^

looking toward a combined movement.

Mississippi Squadroh,
Flagship Black Hawk, off Red River, March 2, 186^.

Sir: I came down here anticipating a move on the part of the
army 'up toward Shreveport, but as the river is lower than it has
been known to be for years, I much fear that the combined movement
can not come off, without interfering with plans formed by General
Grant.
General Sherman has gone to New Orleans to make arrangements

with General Banks, and I am expecting his return every day. In
the meantime the gunboats are up the Atchafalaya and Black rivers,

destroying bridges and stores, and endeavoring to destroy 8,000
cattle collected at Sicily Island.

The Mississippi River is very quiet, and the rebels retreated into

the interior on hearing of the advance of the gunboats.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.
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Order of Rear-Admiral. Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Lievtenant-Com-

mander Greer, JJ. S. Navy, regarding time of meeting of vessels at

Red River.
Mississippi Squadron,

Flagship Black Hawk, Red River, March i-, 186^.

Sir : You will say to the commanders of all vessels coming down to

join me to be at this point by the 8th of this month.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer,

Gomdg. Benton and ^th Dist. Mississippi Squadron, Natchez.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Corro-

mander Greer, TJ. S. Navy, for ironclads at Red River.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Hawk, Red River, March Jf, 1864.

Sir: I wish you would send all the ironclads down here to report

to me as soon as they come.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter, .

Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer,
Comdg. Benton and ^th Dist. Mississippi Squadron, Natchez.

Report of Lieutenant-Com/mander Greer, TJ. S. Navy, regarding
orders to Red River, cannonading in the direction of Trinity, La.,

and reported sinking of Federal vessel.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Nalchez, March 4, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch
of this date, directing me to tell the commanders of the vessels to be
at Red River by the 8th instant.

I interpret your order to include this vessel, and shall be down at

the time specified unless otherwise directed. Cannonading was heard
to-day, yesterday, and the day before, in the direction of Trinity, and
the rebels have a report in town that one of our vessels has been sunk.
I can trace the rumor to no reliable source.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Gomdr., Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting report

of board of officers appointed to investigate the burning of prop-
erty at SMpwitfi's Landing, March 4, I864,.

OrriCE Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III, March 17, 1861

Sir : I respectfully enclose the report of the officers ordered by me
to investigate the cause of the burning of the carpenter's shop and
quarters at Skipwith Landing.

I have ordered that William TuUy, Timothy Hennessy, and John
Ames are not to be paid until I receive instructions from you. I
have ordered James McCarty to be arrested. Hopkins, I understand,
is now at Vicksburg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

Office Mississippi Sqttadron,
Cairo, III, March 16, I864.

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 14th instant, hereunto
annexed, we have the honor to report that, by interrogation upon
oath of several of the mechanics recently employed upon the car-

penter's shops and quarters at Skipwith's Landing, we have ascer-

tained the following facts, viz

:

A Mr. Hopkins, who had formerly been employed as a carpenter

on the barges, who had quitted work, but who had not been paid ofF,

had obtained a permit to buy cotton. He still had his quarters with
the rest of the workmen, and had stowed some cotton which he had
purchased on board the barges. On the evening of the 4th of
March, 1864, TuUy, a quarterman carpenter, Hennessy, and Ames,
carpenters, had been drinking beer and betting on cock fighting.

About 11 o'clock Tully, having bought some cotton from a negro,

asked and induced Hennessy and Ames to go on shore with him, put
it in some gunny bags, and bring it on board. They then took it

out of the small bags with the intention of putting it into some larger

ones. While it was lying loose upon the floor, and the carpenters

and Hopkins were agreeing about the price (Tully was to sell the

cotton to Hopkins), the lamp fell out of the globe and the cotton

was immediately in flames. It was impossible to extinguish it.

It appears from the evidence that James McCarty, who was on
duty at the time as watchman, assisted the men to go on shore and
afterwards to get the cotton on board the barge. He can not be
found in Cairo.
We deem it proper to state that Hennessy and Ames have made a

full and free confession of their share in this business. Tully, we are

informed, is also ready and willing to do so, but he is confined to his

room in Cairo on account of a severe attack of illness.
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The primary cause of the fire was allowing or permitting cotton

belonging to individuals to be stored on board a Government barge.

McCarty, the watchman, betrayed his trust, and in our opinion ought

to be severely punished, provided he can be apprehended.
Very respectfully, etc.,

James W. Shikk,
Lieuienant-Commander.
John Scott,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant.

Thomas E. Smith,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant.

Captain A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station, Cairo,, III.

Letter from Quartermaster Parsons, V. S. Army, to Rear-AdmAral
Porter, V. S. Navy, regarding the route for transportation of sup-
plies for Little Rock.

Louisville, March 4, 1864.

Admiral: Your favor of the 24th ultimo is received, for which I
am very much obliged, and which is the first intelligent information
I have had in regard to transportation on the Arkansas. I am not
very much disappointed in the result, judging from the information
obtained when we were at Arkansas Post last winter, of the char-
acter of this stream, and my own views in regard to the best route
for supplying Little Eock (viz, by Devall's Bluff and the railroad)
fully concur with your own, as you will observe by my letter of the
27th of February to you. I have, however, from the constant pres-

sure made by other officers nearer those rivers, who should have
known more about it than I could, used very extraordinary efforts to
try and comply with their wishes and requisitions, and to this end
ordered a number of boats months ago to the mouth of the Arkansas,
which, at large expense, have been plying between there and Devall's
Bluff to little or no purpose. I regret the loss of the gunboat and
the Nines, but trust that the experiment, though unfortunate, may
not be entirely without profit. I have been equally anxious and
urgent for the completion of the railroad, and hope that we may
soon see it in a proper condition. I shall forward a copy of your
letter to General Grant and also to General Steele for their infor-
mation, and trust it may not be without good effect.

I am, admiral, very respectfully,

Lewis B. Parsons,
Colonel and Chief Quartermaster

Western River Transportation.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Cairo, III.
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Seizure of tug Rawlins by U. S. S. Mound City.

Keport of Lieutenant-Commander Qreer, V. S. Navy, transmitting report of com-
manding officer of the IT. S. S. Mound City.

U. S. S. Benton,
Oif Natchez, March k, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to forward to you a letter* from Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant Langthorne, commanding Mound City, in relation

to the seizure of the tug Rawlins by him.

The owner of the cotton, Mr. Nolan, is here, and has the proper
permits for shipping it. The permits for landing the stores are all

correct.

I would state that the person who was in charge of this vessel

when I ordered her not to land unless protected by a gunboat is not
on board now. The vessel is at this point awaiting your orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. CoTndr., Comdg. Benton and ^th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Com/rrMnding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from ttuartermaster Fort, 11. S. Army, to lieutenant-Commander Greer,

T7. S. Navy, requesting the release of the vessel.

Assistant Quartermaster's Office,
Vickshurg, Miss., March 2, 1864.

Learning that the tug Rawlins and crew had been seized for alleged
.

violations of the regulations of the Navy, would beg leave to submit
the following facts

:

The tug Rawlins belongs to the United States Government.
Captain Henry J. Beckwith (an enlisted man in the U. S. Army)

and all the crew are in the service of and under pay from the Gov-
ernment.

I am not advised what regulations of the Navy have been violated,

as I am almost entirely ignorant of the terms of these regulations.

But I would most earnestly and respectfully assure you that there

was no intention to disregard or to disrespect any orders or regu-
lations of the Navy, and, on the contrary, hold the very best feelings

toward the Navy and all its officers and men.
Not knowing what the charges are, am unable to answer them. I

learn j however, that she was suspected of taking on board contraband
cotton.

This tug, as well as other Government boats, has often brought
cotton to Vicksburg. But it is always reported to the Treasury De-
partment, and for my universal orders and customs and standing in
such matters I woulcl respectfully refer you to Captain Owen and
many other officers of the Navj- as well as the Army.
Inasmuch as there was no intention to show any disrespect to the

Navy, and whatever was done was done ignorantly, I would respect-

fully ask that the tug and crew be released and ordered to report
to me, as their services are needed and the pay of the crew still run-
ning on.

*Not found.
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If you can not do this, I would respectfully ask that the crew be

released.

I will hold myself responsible that the tug and also the crew shall

all be surrendered at any time or place that may be fixed for the

investigation.

If this is not satisfactory, I will give any bond and security that

may be required for the surrender of the tug and crew, and please

understand me that I am entirely willing that the whole matter may
be investigated.

The cotton, of course, I care nothing about; that you can keep as

far as I am concerned; but the cotton speculator was released who
was the guilty party, if any, and the crew kept. The cotton specu-

lator, who, I have understood, was alone, is now here and can be
arrested at any time if desired.

If a bond is desired, will you do me the favor to send me the form,
as I do not know how to prepare it.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

G. L. Fort,
Captain and A. Q. M.

Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Fourth District, U. S. S. Benton.

[Endorsement.]

Sir: Your communication received. The Rawlins was released b}'

my order after cautioning the officers not to land at improper places
without the permission of the gunboat in sight. The commander of
the Rawlins subjected himself to censure, but as it was done through
ignorance, I gave him coal and sent him in tow to his port.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Greer,
V. S. Navy, for the release of the vessel.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Blade Hawk, Red River, March 5, JSO4.

Sir: Your communication of the 4th instant in relation to the
seizure of the tug Rawlins has been received.
Let the tug go, with a warning to be more particular in future.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer,
Comdg. Benton and Uh Dist. Miss. Squadron, Natchez.

Letter from the Secretary of tlie Interior to the Secretary of tlie Navy
regarding transportation of goods of licensed Indian traders.

'

Department of the Interior,
Washington, D. C, March 5, 186Jf.

Sir : Eeferring to my conversation to-day with you, respecting the
transportation of goods of licensed Indian traders to the Indian
country via the Mississippi and Arkansas rivers, and to be more
explicit, I will state that these goods are part given in charity to the



NAVAL FOEOES ON WESTERN WATEBS. 13

Indians, who are suffering for the want of them, and a larger portion
are the goods of traders licensed by the Indian Department, and
which it IS considered of the utmost importance by this Department
should be delivered in the Indian country for the reasons explained

to you. This Department has not funds within its control applicable

to the expenses incident to the object, and it is important that imme-
diate relief be afforded to the refugee Indians in order to enable
them to put in crops this season. I am satisfied that there are very
many Indians anxious and ready to return to their loyalty and their

homes, and join those refugees who have been supported in Kansas
since the commencement of the rebellion ; and I earnestly invite your
attention to the subject and request that Admiral Porter may be at

once instructed to give the goods referred to and to the licensed

traders protection to the extent of their water transportation from
St. Louis, the expenses of such transportation to be defrayed by said

traders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. P. Usher,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary.

Secretary of the Navy.

[Endorsement.]

Send a copy of this to the commander in Arkansas River and order

him to comply with these instructions as far as he can.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Greer, V. S. Navy, regarding ordnance for the vessels.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Blach Hawk, Red River, March 5, 1864.

Sir : You will please send down the Judge Torrence without delay

to fill up the vessels with ordnance. Leave a gunboat in her place at

Natchez until her return.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer,
Gomdg. Benton and Fourth District Mississippi Squadron.

Operations at Yazoo City, March 5, 1864*

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, transmitting report of commanding
officer of V. S. S. Petrel.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Off Alexandria, La., March 22, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith, copy of a report from
Acting Master Thomas McElroy, commanding naval forces at Yazoo

* For additional reports see Official Becords of the Union and Confederate
Armies, vol. 32.
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City, detailing an account of a very handsome little affair that took

place there.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poktek,
Rear-Admirdl.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Enclosure.]

TJ S. S. Petrel

Oif Yazoo City, Miss., March 5, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that Lieutenant-Commander
E. K. Owen turned over all vessels in this river (Yazoo) to my com-
mand on the 1st instant. I have not complied with his order in send-

ing the Marmora up the river, to the foot of Honey Island, which is

about 60 miles, as, from information received, I did not think it pru-

dent. Enclosed you will please find a copy of Lieutenant-Comman-
der Owen's order.

This morning, at 9.30 o'clock, the enemy made a fierce attack on
the city and redoubt. Part of the Eleventh Illinois Volunteers was
stationed in the redoubt, supporting a 12-pound rifled howitzer be-

longing to the gunboat Exchange, left in my charge. I sent an officer

and crew to work the gun. The rest of the Eleventh were stationed
with a* colored regiment in and around the city. It was reported to
me that after firing the howitzer several times, a shot got jammed in
the gun, and could not be removed. I then ordered Captain Gibson,
of the Marmora, to dismount one of his rifled howitzers, mount it on
a field carriage, and send it on shore with a crew to work it. Before
he could get the gun to the redoubt, the enemy had the hill completely
surrounded. At this time the fighting in the city was hand to hand.
The gun was placed in position in the street, and did good service,
helping very much toward winning the day.
The crew at one time was driven from the gun, they not having

sufficient support to hold it, but the soldiers seeing the crew driven,
rallied, charged on the rebels, and retook it, losing three men in the
charge, and wounding James Stoddard, of the Marmora; he is im-
proving.
During this time both vessels kept up a constant fire on the city

until 4 p. m. Then I was requested to cease firing by Colonel Coates^
as the enemy were retreating. (We expended about 250 shell.) I
then went on shore with a fresh gun's crew, and took command of
the howitzer, following the rebels up till they had retreated to the
hills.

I am proud to say that the Navy was well represented by 3 sailors,
who nobly stood by their guns through the whole action, fighting hand
to hand to save the gun and the reputation of the Navy. The sailors
are highly spoken of by the army officers for their gallant conduct.
Their names are Bartlett Laffey, of this vessel ; James Stoddard and
William J. Franks, of the Marmora. I would recommend them for
your consideration. I have lost confidence in Acting Ensign Shepley
R. Holmes, who was sent in charge of the howitzer, and as he has
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sent in his resignation, I hope it may be accepted. I have the honor
to be,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thomas McElroy,
T> » 1 • 1 -r-> T-w T. Acting Master, Coinmanding.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter, ' ^

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
[Subenclosure.]

U. S. S. Marmoea,
Off Yazoo City, March 1, 1861

Sir: You will take command of the vessels left to protect this
river (Yazoo). You will remain off this city with your vessel. The
Prairie Bird will be stationed off Liverpool and that vicinity. The
Marmora will be stationed up the river somewhere in the neighbor-
hood of the foot of Honey Island. Each commander must be on
his guard and no possible chance allowed the enemy to capture any-
one. Run no risks whatever. Obey all orders strictly. Seize all

the cotton you can and retain it for the Navy ; do not trust it to any
transport. I will leave the barge here, which you can keep and put
such cotton in as you can. Mark the cotton according to general
orders and keep a guard over it at all times. You can communicate
with the admiral through the general commanding at Vicksburg.
Write by every opportunity to the admiral, with a precise statement
of where you are and what you have been doing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, -g ^ Owen
Lieutenant, Com/manding, and Com/manding 5th District.

Acting Master Thomas McElrot.

Eeport of Acting Master Gibson, XT. S. Nary, commanding: TJ. S. S. Marmora.

U. S. S. Marmora,
Off Bolivar Landing, Miss., April 1, 186i..

Sir: I beg leave most respectfully to inform you that in the en-

gagement at Yazoo City, March 5, a 12-pounder howitzer, one of

the broadside guns of this vessel, was landed and mounted on a

field cairiage and used in the heat of the engagement in the streets

of the city, and to the bravery of that gun's crew may be attributed

the change of the fortune of the day. Our land forces were being
steadily driven back on the river until this gun was landed and
brought to bear on the position of the enemy, driving them from
the streets and houses to the hills, where our broadsides could play
on them. The carriage of the gun was badly cut by rifle bullets and
rammer nearly cut in two by the same, mutely testifying to the

severity of the fire to which the men were exposed. I would most
respectfully solicit in their behalf that you -would confer a medal of

honor on the following men

:

Peter Smith, gunner's mate; Martin Wheeler, ordinary seaman;
James Stoddard, seaman, shot through the neck, slowly recovering;

William J. Franks, ordinary seaman ; Henry Lindley.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser\'ant,

Thos. Gibson,
Acting Master, Comm-anding.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter, .

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Colonel Coates, V. S. Army, commanding Yazoo River expedition,

regarding operations March 5, 1864.

Headquarters Eleventh Illinois Infantry,

Vickshurg, Miss., March 11, 1864..

Sir:*******
Upon the morning of Saturday, 5th instant, a heavy attack was

made on my center picket (Benton road) , but they stood their ground
manfully, and not until the enemy had opened a heavy artillery fire

upon the picket and reserves did they fall back to the main body of
the regiment.

The engagement had now become extended throughout my entire

line. I had instructed Lieutenant-Colonel Peebles and Major McKee
to hold their positions at all hazards, as their redoubts commanded
the entire city, and as long as they were held we had the town in our
possession.

About 10 o'clock a. m., I discovered a movement on the part of the

enemy to flank me on the left, where I had posted a small detach-
ment of the First Mississippi Cavalry. I at once ordered four com-
panies of the Eighth Louisiana Infantry, African descent, stationed

over a mile distant, to their support. They came gallantly forward,
double-quick, but before they arrived within supporting distance

General Richardson's entire command had entered the city proper,
two regiments being between my headquarters and Fort McKee.
At this time Major McKee had sent out a portion of Company K,

Eleventh Regiment, to open communication to my headquarters, but
finding the enemy in too strong force they endeavored to move back
to the works, and in doing so the enemy succeeded in capturing
10 of them prisoners. Three of them, however, escaped into the city,

informing me that my only piece of artillery (a small howitzer bor-
rowed from the gunboat Exchange, and which was posted in the
redoubt occupied by Major McKee) had become disabled. I imme-
diately sent for another of the same kind, but before I could get it

in the redoubt the enemy had gained full possession of the street, and
I posted it upon the corners of the principal streets of the city and
behind a hastily constructed breastwork of cotton, and I regret to say
at the first fire of the enemy the officer in charge of the gun (Ensign
Holmes, U. S. Navy) and his men shamefully deserted it and fled
to the boat, but were met by Captain McElroy, commanding gunboat,
who refused them permission to come on board the boat. I succeeded,
however, in moving the gun from its position and procured another
squad to man it, who performed their duty faithfully and with great
bravery.

The enemy at this time began to crowd my small force, and I
ordered two more companies from the Eighth Louisiana Infantry,
African descent, who responded with alacrity.

I now distributed my small force, consisting of A Company,
Eleventh Illinois Infantry, and six companies of the Eighth Loui-
siana Infantry, through the streets, in doorways, houses, etc., and
commenced a vigorous and telling fire upon the enemy, the howitzer
discharging shell with telling effect into the houses the enemy had
taken possession of. During this time the enemy were pouring a
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heavy discharge of shot and shell from six pieces of artillery, doing
little damage, however, except to the buildings.

In the meantime Major McKee, in his redoubt, with nine com-
panies of the Eleventh, and Major Cook, with his small detachment
of 80 men in the rifle pits (the rifle pits having been constructed the

day before), and Lieutenant-Colonel Peebles, with his four companies
on the right, were doing nobly.

Major McKee was for four hours surrounded on three sides by
the enemy with six regiments, and three times was he ordered to sur-

render (orders to surrender and reply of major please find enclosed).

During the whole time the enemy had gained his position so as to

strike the fort. He had kept up a continuous fire of artillery and
small arms, in which our loss was very severe.

About 2 p. m. my force made a desperate charge through the

streets, completely routing the enemy and pursuing them entirely

through the town and beyond the breastworks in the left, my single

piece of artillery doing fine execution.

The force around and engaged with Major McKee, perceiving their

right falling back in disorder, fell into confusion and began to retreat

in great disorder, and the major, with only six men, sallied from the

fort and with loud cheers actually turned the flank of one entire

regiment.

The enemy now fell back out of range, and his losses must have
been very severe, they admitting the loss of over 40 killed, and their

ambulances could be seen constantly employed.

My casualties of this and previous engagements during the expe-

dition please find enclosed.

j): it * * * * *

Jas. H. Coates,

Colonel 11th Illinois Inf. Vols., Gomdg. Yazoo River Expedition.

Lieutenant-Colonel W. T. Clark,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter., V. 8. Navy, to Quartermaster

Parsons, U. S. Army, regarding transportation in the White
River.

Mississippi Squadron,

Flagship Black Hawk, Red River, March 6, 186Jf.

Sir: Your communication of 23d February has been received.

It is not safe for the boats to run up and down White Eiver, but if

they have guards on board, it could be done. The foolish move up
the Arkansas, against my wishes, has sunk one gunboat and shut up
another, which interferes very much with my plans.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Colonel Lewis B. Parsons,

Chief Quartermaster, Louisville, Ky.

102008°—N w B—VOL 26—13 2
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Re-port of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, V. S. Navy, regarding the

sending of the ordnance vessel to Red River as ordered.

U. S. S. Benton,

Off Natchez, March 6, 1864-

Sir : In obedience to your order of 5th instant, I sent the Tor-

rence down. I have no boat to take her place and will remain here

with this vessel until one is sent or the Curlew (of which nothing

has been heard) arrives.

General Sherman has gone to Vicksburg, and the Conestoga has

proceeded up the river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,

Lieut.-Comdr., Comdg. Benton and ^th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Eear-Admiral Davto D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squardon.

Collision of the U. S. steamers Conestoga and General Price and
sinking of the former, helow Grand Gulf, Miss., March S, 1864.

BepoTt of Rear-Admiral Porter, TT. S. Navy.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Hawk, Red River, March 9, 186^.

Sir : I regret to inform you of the loss of the U. S. S. Conestoga,
by a collision with the U. S. ram General Price. The latter vessel

ran into the Conestoga while passing her at nightj the pilot of the

Price not paying proper attention to the signals, which were properly
made by the pilot of the Conestoga.
So great was the blow that the Conestoga sunk in four minutes,

the Price having cut into her engines and sunk her immediately.
The vessel will, I fear, be a total loss, as nothing but the tops of the
wheelhouses are to be seen, and the water is now very low.

All the officers and crew escaped in the boats (except two of the
latter, who were drowned), notwithstanding the short notice they
had, which speaks well for the discipline of the ship. They lost

everything they owned.
I have ordered a court of enquiry, though there is not any doubt

as to where the blame rests, viz, with the pilot of the Price.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Bavid D. Porter,

Hon. Gideon Weixes,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Rear-Admiral,

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Conestoga.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Hawk, March 10, 186^.

SiB< I regret to be obliged to report that the U. S. S. Conestoga,
w^ile under my command, was run into by the U. S. S. General
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Price, about 10 miles below Grand Gulf, at about 4 a. m. March 8,

and in about four minutes sunk below the surface.

All the crew and officers, excepting two seamen, James Brennan
and Thomas Robinson, the latter of the Lexington, were saved.

The usual and proper signals were used by the Oonestoga, but were
disregarded by the General Piice, which led to the disaster.

It is both a pleasure and a duty to add that the good behavior of
the officers and crew in this trying circumstance was the cause, under
a kind Providence, that so few lives were lost.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Selfeidge,
Lieutenant-Comm,ander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Comimanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Aetingr Volunteer Lieutenant Richardson, XT. S. Navy, commanding
11. S. S. General Price.

U. S. S. General Price,

Red River, March 11, 186i.

Admiral : It is with deep regret that I make the following report

:

The morning of 8th March, at 4 o'clock and twenty minutes, the

U. S. steamers General Price and Conestoga came in collision near
the mouth of Bayou Pierre, the Conestoga sinking to her hurricane
deck in four minutes.

I had been up all night and had just retired to bed, when I heard
one whistle from a steamer on our port bow ; the General Price an-

swered it with two whistles. I immediately got out of bed, started

to run out on deck, felt a jar, met the officer of the deck. Ensign Piatt,

who informed me that the Conestoga was sinking. I ordered all

boats to be lowered and manned, and rendered all the assistance in

my power. Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge remained on his

vessel to the last and by his coolness and strict discipline the lives of
many were saved.

After mustering this crew on board the General Price, it was found
that there were missing George Robinson, hospital steward, and
James Brennan, seaman.

I respectfully ask that, at your earliest convenience, a thorough in-

vestigation of the circumstances connected with the casualty may be
made.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. Richardson,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Comdg. U. S. S. General Price.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, TT. S. Navy, recommending that officers and
crews be reimbursed for loss of effects through sinking of vessels, making
mention of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Hawk, Red Rive^', March 10, 1864-

Sir: There are three cases where vessels have been sunk in battle
and otherwise, where the officers and men have lost all they owned,
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aud no appropriation has been made to reimburse them for their

losses.

I think the officers and crews are entitled to it in every case, as the

loss did not arise from any fault of theirs.

This is the third time this war that Lieutenant-Commander T. O.

Selfridge has been sunk, his vessel going down suddenly under him,

and losing everything.

He was sunk exactly on the same day (8th of March) two years

ago, in the Cumberland.
The vessels I refer to as deserving remuneration are the Cincin-

nati, Conestoga, and Baron de Kciib.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter, Bear-Admiral.

Hon. GroEON Welues,
Seci'etary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Brigadier-General Andrews, U. S. Army, to Rear-

Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, forwarding information from Major-
General Banks, V. S. Army, regarding delayed movement to Bed
River.

Headquarters United States Forces,
Port Hudson, March 9, 1864—8:30 p. m.

Sir: I have just received the following by telegraph from New
Orleans

:

Please communicate immediately to Admiral Porter and General Ilurlbut or
other commander of troops at Red River that the present storm will be likely

to delay the movements of the commanding general three or four days
C. P. Stone,

Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff.

In compliance with the above, I have the honor to forward to you
this communication.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. L. Andrews,
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding Post.

Rear-Admiral Porter and General Hurubut, or other commander
of U. S. troops at Red River.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Greer, V. S. Navy, for movement to Red River.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Hawk, Red River, March 9, I864..

Sir : As soon as you see the transports with Sherman's troops com-
ing down, you will get underway in the Benton and report to me at
this place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admdrdl.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer,
Gomdg. Benton and ^th Dist. Miss. Squadron.
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General re-port of Fleet Gaftain Pennoch, TJ. S. Navy.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III., March 11, 1864..

Dear Admiral: I am happy to say that the Avenger will leave
to-morrow, and, as I shall order the captain to report to you, I shall

send your mail and that of the Black Hawh by her. We have had
a great deal of work to do to her. The captain tells me he has a
quantity of copper on board of her, but has no instructions about it.

As I suppose you may intend at some future time to copper her,

should she be used in salt water, and may wish to have it done at

New Orleans, I liave ordered it to be kept on board. She has a full

complement of men, as fixed by you.
The Curlew will leave to-morrow to relieve the Pittsburg in

accordance with your orders; the Coast-Survey officers will go with
her for the purpose of surveying Grand Gulf. The Tallahatchie
left day before yesterday, and the Carrabaeset left to-day, to report
at New Orleans.
Gilman has returned and has bought five boats besides the Maria

{Talisman).
I am informed that the latter might have been here a week ago,

if she had not been detained for alterations and to grain the wood-
work on the main deck, which was done by Acting Master Wetmore,
he considering, as you will see by his letter to you, that he had
authority to do so by your instructions to him. * * *

As soon as the Talisman arrives I will fit her out with all dis-

patch; and as you have directed that she is to be attached to this

station, I shall keep her moving about in this vicinity. I have not
a gunboat here now that is in a serviceable condition.

The men who, as Mr. Wetmore complains to you, were taken from
him, were sent here by my orders, so that the Avenger might not
be delayed.

The Red Rover came off the ways yesterday. The repairs upon
her have been quite extensive and she will not be ready for ten or
twelve days yet.

The repairs upon the Hastings will be completed about the same
time.

I have been able to do but little on the Cincinnati, and nothing
on the Tuscicmhia for want of hands.

It is fortunate that the hospital barge is complete, as there are
several smallpox patients now there, and a fresh case appeared on
the Clara Dolsen yesterday, and another to-day. I send you down
an order from the Secretary of the Navy, releasing the Clara Dolsen,
the suit having been dismissed, as it appears, by the action of the
district attorney.

I really wish that some arrangement could be made by which we
might have nothing more to do with this vessel, after she is given
up to her owners. Her pretended owners will, no doubt, demand a
large charter, to make up for what they will call an unjust seizure.

So large a vessel as the Clara Dolsen I do not consider necessary for

a receiving ship, as the recruits are sent away from her almost as
soon as they arrive. I would suggest the Sovereign, \mt she would
need very extensive repairs, and it would embarrass us very much
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if she were changed from what she now is—a boarding house for

our mechanics at Mound City. You once spoke of one of our old

vessels from the East, of light draft, being sent up here. Such a

vessel would answer our purpose well, and might be made a formid-
able floating battery.

All of Shirk's vessels are up the Tennessee. Hardly a day passes

that I do not receive telegrams from quartermasters, asking convoy
for valuable cargoes bound up that river. In accordance with your
orders I will send Shirk one of the newly purchased vessels as soon
as I possibly can.

The river is not high enough for vessels to pass over Mussel
Shoals, although the army men think differently.

Fitch informs me that the Reindeer sustained considerable damage
to her upper works when above Nashville. I have ordered her here
for repairs. I have written a letter to Watson, telling him that it

is your order that a double quantity of bread and large quantities of
other provisions be sent down, as you wished to take them up Red
River, and that you also order that every requisition from the

squadron be filled without delay ; and if unable to fill any requisition,

to assign his reason for not doing so, that I may inform you. That
there may be no excuse on the ground of want of transportation, I
have detailed the Benefit to carry down provisions, stores, etc. The
barge you spoke of brought powder, shells, anchors, chains, etc., from
St. Louis. I am having her discharged, but before she can again be
used she will have to be thoroughly calked. Boggs tells me that the
cattle are on the way down to you.
The New National will leave on her regular day, loaded as deep

as safety will permit. Captain Grant is recommended for a leave of
absence by a board of medical survey, and I will send the report
to you.

I will place Mr. Farmer, the executive officer, in command, which
is the best I can do under existing circumstances. He is a very
reliable man.
One of the pilots of the Curlew, Mr. [William A.] GoU, being

absent on a short leave of absence, I ordered Mr. Robert Johnson
(one of those who recently reported in obedience to your order) in
his place, to return here when Mr. Goll rejoins his vessel. I shall
want Mr. Johnson for one of the new vessels.

Of course, I shall take no action in the case of the Clara Dolsen
until I hear from you. Gilman has been working like a beaver, and
well has he done his work. Brown, too, from all I can understand,
is faithfully performing his part.

Sincerely, your friend, A. M. Pennock.

Gilman tells me that some time since, when you thought the Clara
Dolsen might be given up, you spoke of purchasing a hull of a
steamer and fitting her with quarters for officers and men. If you
are still of the same mind, please send me the plans and authority
to purchase, as what we have to do must be done quickly, as the
sharks will soon be after us.
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Gooperaiion of gunboats, under Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S.
Navy, with Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, in the Red River
campaign,* March 12 to May 22, 1864-

letter from Uajor-Oeneral UcPherson, V. S. Army, to Bear-Admiral Porter,
V. S. Navy, regarding time of proposed movement against Alexandria.

Headquarters, 17th Army Corps,
Vicksiurg, Miss., March JO, 1864.

Dear Sir : Though not fully acquainted with the views and under-
standing had between Generals Banks and Sherman in relation to

the expedition up Red River, I am aware that it was considered

of the utmost importance that the cooperating force from here with
the gunboats should be in the vicinity of Alexandria by the I7th

instant.

I make this statement, as I am informed that a dispatch from
General Sherman to you was lost in the Conestoga.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. B. McPherson,
Major-General.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gonfimanding Missisippi Squadron.

Letter from UaJor-Oeneral Sanks, IT. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, TT. S. Navy,
seating the cause of delay in movement upon Alexandria.

Headquarters Department of the Gule,
New Orleans, March 10, 1864-

Admhial: The column for operations against Alexandria has been

formed at Franklin, La., and it was my intention to march from that

place so as to reach Alexandria on the 17th instant, but a violent

rainstorm, which commenced night before last on Berwick Bay and
here yesterday, has placed the roads in such condition as to make a

march impracticable for at least four days.

Should the storm not recommence, I shall probably march on Mon-
day or Tuesday next, and shall expect to strike the Red River below
Alexandria within seven days thereafter.

Very respectfully, I am, admiral, your obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Conw/umding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Oreer, V. S. Navy, to commanding offtcers of
gunboats regarding the movement up the river.

U. S. S. Benton, March 13, 1864.

The boats will move to-morrow morning at daylight in the follow-
ing order: Pittsburg, Ghillicothe, Louisville, Benton, Garondelet,
Mound City.

* For military operations, see " Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies," Series I, Vol. 34, Parts 1-4.
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They will keep about 300 yards apart. As the Pittsburg is faster

than some of the vessels, she will at times slow down to allow the

others to keep in position.

J. A. Greer,

Lieutenant-Cammander, Senior Officer Present.

Commanding OrncERS or Gunboats Present.

P. S.—Show no lights to-night, beat no drums, and as long as I am
senior officer present do not strike the bell.

Have the sentinels frequently visited during the night to see they

are on the alert. J- A. G.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander fhelps,

V. S. Navy, to remove obstructions and proceed to Fort De Russy.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Hawh, Red River, March J£, 186Jf.

Sir : You will proceed at once up the Red River with the vessels I

will detail to follow you, and commence removing the obstructions

in the river, while in the meantime I will take a tour into the Atcha-
falaya and land the troops at Simmesport for the purpose of recon-

noitering, etc. If you remove the obstructions, move up within a
short distance of Fort De Russy, but make no attack until I get up
with the main force ; though, if there is any force at De Russy, you
can amuse them by feints until the army gets into their rear. Take
every precaution against torpedoes and protect your men against

sharpshooters.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter, Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,
Commanding Eastport.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, regarding combined movement up
the river and capture of Port De Russy by forces under Brigadier-General
Smith, V. S. Army, March 14, 1864.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Fort De Russy, Red River, March 15, 1864-.

Sir: I had the honor to report to you that I was about to ascend
Red River with a fleet of gunboats in company with a portion of
General Sherman's command or that of General Banks, whichever
concluded to go.

On the 7th of March I had assembled at the mouth of Red River
a large fleet of ironclads composed of the following vessels: Essex,
Commander Robert Townsend; Benton, Lieutenant-Commander
James A. Greer; Lafayette, Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster;
Choctaw, Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay ; Chillicothe, Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant J. P. Couthouy ; Ozarh, Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant George W. Brown; Louisville, Lieutenant-Commander E. K.
Owen; Carondelet, Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Mitchell; Eastport,
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps; Pittsburg, Acting Volunteer
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Lieutenant W. E. Hoel; Mound City, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
A. R. Langthorne; Osage, Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge;
Neosho, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Samuel Howard; Ouachita,
Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson ; Fort Hindman, Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant John Pearce. And the lighter boats: Lexington,
Lieuteiiant George M. Bache; Cricket, Acting Master H. H. Gor-
ringe ; Gazelle, Acting Master Charles Thatcher ; Black Hawk, Lieu-
tenant-Commander K. R. Breese.

I received communications from General Banks informing me that
he would be in Alexandria on the 17th March, and I made my dis-

positions to meet him there.

On the 11th instant part of General Sherman's command, 10,000
men, under the command of Brigadier-General A. J. Smith, joined
me in transports at the mouth of Red River, and next morning early

the gunboats started up the river, followed by the transports. There
was just sufficient water to allow the larger boats to pass. By pre-

vious arrangement Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, in the Eastport,
was ordered to push on up with his vessel and those that could keep
with him, and clear away the heavy obstructions the rebels had placed
in the river, and to amuse the fort until the army could land at

Simmesport and get into the rear of the enemy's works, which could
be done by making a march of 30 miles.

The Benton, Pittsburg, ChMlicothe, Louisville, Mound City, Caron-
delet, Ouachita, Lexington, and Gazelle turned off to the left into

the Atchafalaya, followed by the troops, while the others went on
up the river. The gunboats arrived at Simmesport about 12 o'clock

and found the enemy posted in force about 3 miles back. The Benton
landed her crew and drove in the pickets. The army came along
in about half an hour more and landed the next morning, taking
possession of the enemy's camping ground, the latter retreating

toward Fort De Russy. That ni^t General Smith concluded to

follow them by land, while I proceeded up Red River with all the

gunboats and transports. In the meantime the Eastport had reached

the obstructions and, with the vessels that kept pace with her, had
commenced the work of demolition on the formidable barricade, on
which the rebels had been employed five months. They supposed
it impassable, but our energetic sailors with hard work opened a

pa-ssage in a few hours. The obstructions consisted of heavy piles

driven into the mud and braced in every direction; they were also

clamped together with heavy iron plates and chains.

The Eastport and Neosho got through about 4 o'clock in the after-

noon and proceeded up to the fort, which at that moment was being
surrounded by the troops under General Smith, who had marched
from Simmesport since daylight. A brisk musketry fire was going
on between the rebels and our troops, and they were so close together

it was difficult to distinguish the combatants.
The Eastport opened her batteries, but fearing to injure our own

men ceased firing, when our troops proceeded to the assault and
carried the place. In a few moments, and with small loss, 250 pris-

oners, 8 heavy guns, and 2 fieldpieces fell into our hands, and all the

munitions of war.
The main body of the enemy, 5,000 strong, under the rebel, General

Walker, made their escape. They left the fort, it was said, to give
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battle to our troops and left a garrison of 300 men to defend it. Our
army came in by a different road from what they expected and made
short work of them.
Among the guns captured was one of the Indianola's IX-inch and

one belonging to the Harriet Lane; the rest of the guns were 24 and
32 pounders, and one 160-pounder rifle.

As soon as the fort was in possession of the troops I sent off up
the river the fleetest gunboats I had to cut the enemy off, if possible,

or harass them until our troops could be placed on the transports.

By sunset the transports will be in Alexandria and ahead of the

rebels, and I hope the latter will be cut off.

These works have been made much more formidable than they
were last year, and the loss of guns must be severely felt by the

rebels, as they have only 15 more heavy ones in this section of the
country.

The whole affair has been well managed, the troops made a splen-

did march and attack, and the officers m command of the gunboats
and transports have shown great zeal and industry in getting up
the river and through the obstructions which the rebels deemed
impassable.

I forgot to mention in my last report that in the recent attack on
Trinity by the gunboats a number of negroes were recaptured who
were captured by the enemy in a recent attack upon Goodrich's
Landing.

I enclose herewith a list of the guns captured at Fort De Russy,
with their numbers. As some of them appear to be Navy guns, the
Ordnance Bureau may be able to account for them.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Davd) D. Porter,
Rear-Admirdl.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

List of guns captured at Fort De Russy water hattery.

1. One 32-pounder, 33-cwt. F. P. F. No. 227, Navy: in barbette.
J. S. C. Proved 1847.

2. One 32-pounder, 33-cwt. F. P. F. No. 226, Navy: in barbette.
J. S. C. Proved 1847.

4. Two 9-inch Dahlgren guns.
No marks could be discovered on these guns, but they bore all the

evidences of having been in service in the Navy, the remains of gun
blacking being on them. Both lugs were cut for locks with the usual
composition piece fitting into spare lug.

5. One 32-pounder, 60-cwt., 1827, Navy gun.
6. One 32-pounder U. S. rifled, marked W. J. "W. No. 289. This

gun is an old Army 32-pounder, rifled, with band shrunk on the
breech.

8. Two 24-pounder siege guns. 1 j tj.,, ^j .

,

10. Two 6-pounder iron fieldpieces.
J

^" ^^^' Battery.
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Report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, transmitting descriptive list of
guns and inventory of ordnance stores captured at Tort De Kussy, Uarch 14.

U. S. Ironclad Steamer Essex,

Ojf Fort De Russy, Red River, April 7, 186^.

Admiral: I have the honor to enclose herewith a descriptive list

of the guns captured at Fort De Kussy; also an inventory of the
ordnance stores taken on the same occasion.

In obedience to your order, I sent the two IX-inch guns, one Mar-
silly carriage, IX-inch, without gear, and two IX-inch elevating
screws, and one IX-inch breech sight to Cairo by the New National.
I also sent about 2,900 pounds of powder to ordnance vessel and have
the remainder, 2,000 pounds, on board the Essex.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Robert Townsend,
Commander, U. S. Navy, Gommaixding.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

Descriptive list of guns captured at Fort De Russy, La., March H, 1864.

U. S. Ironclad Steamer Essex,

Off Fort Be Russy, Red River, March 19, 1864..

Class of gun.
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Report of lieutenant-Commander Phelps, TJ. S. Navy, regarding request of

Brigadier-General Smith, TJ. S. Army, for the movement of transports in order

to intercept Major-General Walker, C. S. Army.

U. S. Gunboat Eastpokt,
Fort De Russey, March H, 1864..

Sir: Since your tug was here, General [A. J.] Smith has been on
board. By his request I send to you to ask, if possible, the transports

may be sent up so that he can get off in the morning, in Avhich event

he thinks he can head off General Walker, who has taken the Alexan-
dria road with 5,000 men. It will be well for the transports to pass

the obstructions by daylight, but there is nothing in the way to that

point.

"We were engaged in pulling out obstructions all day.
I have sent the Fort Hindman and Cricket up to Scraggy Point

to-night. The march to Alexandria is 35 miles, and Walker has
several miles the start of our steamers ; but if our people can get on
board transports by 10 a. m. they can get above Walker by night.

The guns here are all intact.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Eear-Admiral Davh) D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

P. S.-»-General Smith suggests that if you would send word back
by the tug whether the transports would come, and at what time, it

would enable him to determine what to do.

S. L. Phelps.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, XS. S. Navy, to lieutenant-Commander Greer,
F. S. Navy, to assist in the destruction of Fort De Bussy.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Off Fort De Eussy, March 15, 186^.

Sir: Until further orders you will remain here and protect this
point. You will also assist in demolishing the works and saving the
IX-inch and such other guns as it may be desirable to save.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer,
Commanding Benton.

General order of Bear-Admiral Porter, Tl. S. Navy, giving precautions against
collisions.

General Order! U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 179.

J Flagship Black Hawk, March 15, 1864.
It is the rule in Eed River for every vessel to blow a long whistle

600 yards before she arrives at any point. Vessels going down must
slow down and not pass the point until the vessel coming up the
bend is out of all danger of being run into.
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Gunboats belonging to this squadron will carefully observe this
order; also all transports.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiial Porter, II. S. Navy, transmitting report of Lieutenant-
Commander Phelps, V. S. Navy, regarding removal of obstructions and capture
of Fort De Kussy.

No. 78] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Off Alexandria, La., March 16, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I arrived at this place this
afternoon. As soon as the forts were surrendered, I pushed on the
fastest vessels

—

Ouachita and Lexington—followed by the Eastport
to Alexandria. The Ouachita arrived here as the last of a fleet of
transports passed over the falls.

The rebels set fire to a large ferryboat, and one of the boats ground-
ing on the falls, was also burned to prevent her falling into our
bands. As no reliable pilot could be procured to take our boats
across the falls, the transports will have to escape for the present,
but are sure to be captured or destroyed before the month is over.

The surrender of the forts at Point De Russy is of much more im-
portance than I at first supposed. The rebels had depended on that
point to stop any advance of army or navy into this part of rebeldom.
Large quantities of ammunition, best engineers, and best troops were
sent there, and in two or three months more it would have been a
most formidable place. As it was, it was not complete (though the
guns were in position) and would have stood a very poor chance if

attacked in force. The works have been laid out by a Colonel De
Eussy, and are of the most extensive and formidable kind.

Colonel De Russy, from appearances, is a most excellent engineer to

build forts, but does not seem to know what to do with them after

they are constructed. The same remark may apply to his obstruc-

tions, which look well on paper but don't stop our advance. The
efforts of these people to keep up this war remind one very much of
the antics of Chinamen, who build canvas forts, paint hideous dragons
on their shields, turn somersets, and yell in the faces of their enemies
to frighten them, and then run away at the first sign of an engage-
ment.

It puts the sailors and soldiers out of all patience with them after

the trouble they have had in getting here. Now and then the army
have a little brush with their pickets, but that does not often happen.

It is not the intention of these rebels to fight ; the men are tired of

the war, and many of their officers are anxious to go into cotton

speculations. A large trade has been carried on between this and New
Orleans, the rebels receiving supplies for their cotton. There is a

surprising abundance of every kind of food in this country, and no
suffering among the people except for luxuries; it would bie folly to

suppose they could all be starved out. The only way is to take pos-

session of this rich region, hold it with a strong military and naval

force, and enforce the laws.

There are some good Union men here who have suffered much. I

hope the day of their delivery has come.
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General Smith has left a good force at the forts (and I left the

Benton and Essex) to destroy them effectually, which wiU be some

labor. We have seven or eight thousand troops in this city, and are

expecting to hear soon of General Banks' arrival. He has been de-

layed by storms, which have made the roads heavy.

The force that left the forts with a party under General Polignac

from Harrisonburg has gone out to meet General Banks, who will

soon dispose of them, and the chances are that when all our cavalry

(now approaching with General Banks) get after them, the rebels

will be captured or scattered, not to unite again for some time.

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Pokter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, I). G.

P. S.—I beg leave to mention as a proof of the rapidity with which
this portion of General Sherman's command, under Brigadier-General

A. J. Smith, did their work, they marched 28 miles, starting at day-

light, built a bridge, which cost them over two hours' hard work, had
sharp skirmishing, and artillery attack of two hours, and had pos-

session of the forts (all intact) before sunset.

It is one of the best military moves made this war.

I beg leave to inclose copy of Lieutenant-Commander S. K Phelps'

report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

[Enclosure.]

TJ. S. Ironclad Ram Eastport,
Alexandria, La., March 16, 1864-

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 12th instant, I proceeded
up Red River, the Lafayette, Choctaw, Osage, Neosho, Ozarh, Fort
Hind/man, and Grichet in company, meeting with no obstacle till

we reached the obstructions 8 miles below Fort De Russy on the

14th instant. The great length and draft of the Lafayette and
Choctaiv rendered it difficult for them to navigate this narrow and
crooked river, and our progress was slow. Near the head of the

rapids were works for light artillery, commanding a difficult turn in

the river, which had been recently abandoned.
The obstructions consisted of piles, driven across the river, sup-

ported by a second tier of shorter ones, on which rested braces and
ties from the upper ones. Immediately below these is a raft of tim-

ber well secured across the river and made of logs, which do not
float. Finally a forest of trees had been cut and floated down upon
the piles from above. The river had broken through these obstruc-

tions and had partially undermined the rifle-pits on the right bank.
The Fort Hindman removed a portion of the raft, when I ran this

vessel up, and both by pulling and ramming broke out the piles

and framework still obstructing the passage of vessels. This work
consumed nearly the entire day.
The Osage, Fort Hindman, and Gridket followed me through, and

we hastened up to the fort. For a short time there had been rapid
artillery firing, Avhich ceased as we came in sight of the works, then
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about sunset, except three shots fired by the rebels from a gun in an
angle of the water battery.

We could see the enemy using musketry from the parapets of the
rear works, but could see nothing of the attacking force. An officer

from Greneral Smith had reached the vessel, notifying me of the ap-
proach of his force, but with no advice as to time or plan of attack.

The line of fire of the gunboats would have passed directly to the
rear of the works, injuring our own people more than the enemy
in his works. I fired a short-fuzed shell at an elevation as a signal

gun, and then ventured one 100-pounder rifle shell at the water bat-

tery, which shell burst over it, and the enemy ran from it. A few
moments after this a white flag was displayed from the rear works,
some 600 yards from the water battery, and which alone had been
attacked.

The guns and works were captured uninjured and 185
.
prisoners

fell into General Smith's hands, those of the enemy occupying the
water battery making good their escape.

General Walker, the rebel commander, had marched out with 5,000

men, ostensibly to attack our approaching land force, leaving a gar-

rison of but 300 men to defend works incomplete and of considerable

extent and which, if complete, had been of great strength.

Your order of the 14th instant was delayed some five hours be-

yond the time necessary in reaching me and in consequence I did riot

reach this place till the evening of the 15th, a short time after the
lighter vessels pushed on ahead, and which had arrived one-half
hour too late to capture six steamers which had succeeded in getting
over the falls and escaping with one exception, the steamer Countess,
burned by the enemy after grounding on the falls. Had your order
duly reached me, we no doubt would have captured the steamers.

By morning nine gunboats had arrived and I landed a force of 180
men to occupy the town and to seize rebel property. This force,

under Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, was in occupation of the
place when you arrived. Seven prisoners of war were captured by
the pickets.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Gommvander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Brigadier-General Mower, TJ. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter,

r. S. Navy, hoping for sufficient water to reach Shreveport.

Hdqrs. First and Third Divisions, 16th Army Corps,
Alexandria, La., March 17, 186^.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica-
tion with reference to the depth of water on the shoals. I still hope
We shall have sufficient water to be able to proceed to Shreveport.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jos. A. Mower,
Brigadier- General, CommMnding.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Corrmhanding Naval Forces.
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Report of Commander Townsend, V. S. Wavy, regarding a test of the strength of

Fort De Bnssy. considered by the Confederates as invulnerable.

U. S. Ironclad Steamer Essex,

Off Fort De Russy, Red River, March 17, 1864..

Admiral: You know the apparently formidable character of the

iron-plated, casemated battery constructed by the rebels here at the

head of the bend. Some of the rebel officers, prisoners, had boasted of

its invulnerability. Consulting with General A. J. Smith, command-
ing, we concluded to test, last evening, the powers of endurance of

this paragon of rebel defensive works. The fear of injuring our

own people engaged in demolishing the other works somewhat limited

my choice of position, but I was able to select one, nearly in front,

distant about 550 yards from the battery. As it was nice work, I

directed Acting Master Parker, my executive officer, to sight the gun.
Although the glare of the setting sun was not favorable to accuracy
of aim, the shots were good ones. One of the Parrott lOO-pounder
rifles was used, one percussion shell and four solid shot being fired.

Even the shell broke and shattered the railroad iron, whilst the solid

shot crashed through, making holes from 18 to 30 inches long by 8 to

11 inches wide, burying themselves to the depth of 1^ to 2 feet in the
solid oak backing, and badly starting the timbers on the inside. One
shot struck the crest of the work, tearing off four or five of the bars
of railroad iron, 6 and 8 feet long, and hurling them 20 to 30 yards
beyond.. A shorter piece, flying into the air at an angle of 45°, was
thrown over a couple of hundred yards back into the woods. All of
the shots could be covered by a circle 10 feet in diameter. Generals
A. J. Smith and Kilby Smith came to the conclusion that 50 similar
shots would use up this seemingly invulnerable work. I enclose a
rough sketch that will give you some idea of the effect of the firing.

General Smith, with his troops, leaves here this morning. Under
your orders, I will remain with the Essex and Benton. We have got
down to the bank the following guns: Two IX-inch; 1 rifled 32-

pounder banded ; one 32-pounder of 61 hundredweight ; and two 32-

pounders of 33 hundredweight. Also one IX-inch Marsilly carriage,
and all the shot and shell. The powder has been and will be used in
destroying the works. But General Smith will give you the par-
ticulars. I will mention, only, as the result of our experience, that
a gun weighing over 9,000 pounds can be slung (dragging) to the
axles of an army wagon and drawn by 18 mules.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, etc.,

EoBERT Townsend,
Commander, V. S. Navy, Commanding.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, TJ. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Benton,
regarding expedition in search of cotton, and leaky condition of that vessel.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Fort De Russy, March 18, 1864..

Snt: I have the honor to inform you that yesterday I got underway
with this vessel and ran up a few miles and back, "to look for some
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cotton. I was obliged to change the position of the vessel to be
clear of the effects of the blowing up of a magazine. In our little

trip the vessel did not at any time strike the bank with any force.

She grazed it a few times, but that did not jar her. After making
fast, she commenced leaking more freely than ever; we, however,
kept it under, and, by shifting weight from the starboard quarter, we
have the leak under control.

I am fully convinced in my own mind that the oakum has, to a

certain extent, been jarred out of the seams on the starboard side, and
possibly on the bottom. When we remain quiet, the leak subsides,

but working the engine causes her to open again.

I am sorry to have to make so bad a report of our condition. I have
not been able to withdraw my letter of the 15th instant, reporting

that we were all right again.

I have removed a good deal of weight from the vicinity of the

leaks, and think that, with careful handling, yve can get along very
well.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Kear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, forwarding sketch showing effect of

rifle shot on Fort De Eussy.

No. 86.] Mtsstssippi Sqdadron,
Ojf Alexandria, La., March 20, 1861^.

Sir : I enclose a sketch * of an iron casemated battery showing
the effects of four rifle shot from the guns of the Essex—^the experi-

ment having been tried to test the work. The distance fired from
was 550 yards.

This is one of the strongest works ever built of earth and iron, and
was supposed capable of effectually resisting our ironclads.

Ten 100-pounder rifles, ten Xl-inch guns, twenty IX-inch. six

30-pounder rifles, and eight V.III-inch guns would have been brought
to bear on this work at one time, to say nothing of 50 guns firing

shrapnel—the result can be easily imagined.
I seiid the sketch for the information of the Bureau of Ordnance.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C.

* See vol. 11, p. 733.
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, transmitting sketch of Fort De Russy
and surrounding country.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Off Alexandria, La., March 21, 1S61^.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith for the information of

the Department a sketch of Fort De Russy, Eed River, and the sur-

rounding country.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admirdi.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dominy, 1J. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

General Bragg, regarding the loan of howitzer to transport Black Hawk, car-

rying Uajor-General Banks, V. S. Army.

IJ. S. S. General Bragg,
Mouth of Red River, March 23, 1864.

Sir : Major-General Banks arrived here this evening on the trans-

port Black Hawk, bound up Red River. He desired a convoy, which,
being unable to give him, I, at his request, loaned him my 12-pound
howitzer, he promising to return it by first opportunity.
The Brown arrived this evening with three barges of coal, and she

starts up in the morning with one barge for Alexandria. As the B.
has no Red River pilot aboard of her, I send a man who has been
loaned to me by the Black Hawk, and have requested him to report
to you on his arrival.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. DoMINY,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Corwmanding

.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

letter from Brigadier-General Smith, T7. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S.
Navy, regarding fuel.

Headquarters Red River Expedition,
Steamer Clara Bell, March 24, 1861^.

Many of my boats are quite out of wood. I am informed it can be
procured about twenty miles below on the river bank. Will I have
time to run a portion of the boats down to wood up? What little
coal we have I want to save.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. J. Smith,
. , . , „ ^ -„ Brigadier-General.
Admiral D. D. Porter,



[Enclosure.]

Sketch of Fort De Russy, La., March, 1864.

C. Fendall, United States Coast Survey.

Note.—The Navy took posses.sion of these forts in 1863 and partly de-stroyed them. On their
leaving the river the works were again taken possession of by the rebels, who commenced
rebuilding them and added considerably to their size. March 1-4. 1864, Fort De Kussy was
recaptured hy the United States forces under Gen. A. J. Smith, of the Sixteenth Army Corp.s,
the gunboats, Eaidport, Osage, Fort llindman, and Cricket approaching at the time. The
Army took it by assault with small loss.
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, stating the amount of cotton cap-
tured in Red River.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Off Alexandria, La., March 2^, 1864.

SiH : I have the honor to report that we have captured 2,021 bales

of rebel cotton since we came into this river, all of which has been
sent to Cairo, together with 28 barrels of molasses. I have the honor
to be,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to judge of the district court of

Illinois, naming vessels entitled to share in prize cotton, etc.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Off Alexandria, La., March 24, 1864-

Sir: I have the honor to report for adjudication and condemnation

2,129 bales of cotton, 28 barrels molasses, and 18 bales of wool, cap-

tured from the rebels and belonging to Confederate Government.
This cotton', wool, and molasses were captured in presence of the fol-

lowing vessels, which are all entitled to share in the prize. I would
respectful^ request that the cotton may be sold as soon as possible,

as it is badly baled, and it may be accidentally burned and lost to

the Navy.
I also" request that previous to being sold it may be advertised in

the Cairo papers.

Vessels entitled to share : Black Hawh, Eastport, Lafayette, Neo-

sho, Ozark, Choctaw, Osage, Chillicothe, Louisville, Carondelet, Ben-
ton, Pittsburg, Mound City, Essex, Lexington, Ouachita, Fort Hind-
man, Cricket, Gazelle, General Price.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. S. H. Treat,
V. S. District Judge, Springfield, III.

Report of Commander Townsend, IT. S. Navy, regarding outrages committed by
negroes and referring to another test of batteries at Fort De Russy.

U. S. Ironclad Steamer Essex,

Off Fort De Russy, March 25, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of yesterday's date by the hands of Mr. Voorhees. My action

in regard to the outrages committed by negroes had anticipated your
instructions, and I have not received any complaints since Sunday
last. The army established here a recruiting station for colored

troops, with contraband camp attached, under charge of a Captain
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Lee. He had enlisted some 257 soldiers, and some 700 or 800 other

negroes have come into the camp. The latter are mostly women and
children. As soon as I learned of the perpetration of outrages—there

have been very few altogether—I sent for Captain Lee, and assumed
the authority of giving to him such orders as would prevent their

recurrence, and some real grievances I caused to be redressed. I

did not pretend to any direct control over those belonging to the

Army ; but I assured Captain Lee that in the interests of humanity
I would take means to prevent outrages and severely punish offenders.

I found him disposed to do all in his power to preserve good order,

and for several days past I have heard no complaints, save of inso-

lence or threats on the part of the negroes. I confined one contra-

band twenty-four hours in double irons for making threats to burn
a small lot of cotton. He was terribly frightened, and the effect

was good.
Before burning the railroad-iron casemated battery, I gave its

powers of endurance another trial, this time with IX-inch solid shot,

at about 300 yards. The guns had the best of it, the shot cutting out

and rending the iron (4 inches thick) and burying themselves in the
wood. None passed through, though splinters of oak were torn off

on the inside ; one splinter was 7 feet long, a foot wide, and half a
foot thick, or deep. Iron bars were sent spinning high in air and
fell, with a boomerang-like eccentricity and rush, in rear of the work.
As the Missouri is similarly protected, these experiments assure us
of the success that must attend our attack, should she wait to receive
it. As soon as a diagram of the casemate is completed I will send
you a regular report.

Trusting, admiral, that you will bear in mind your promise to send
for us when there is water enough, T have the honor to remain.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EOBERT TOAVNSEND,
Commander, TJ. S. Navy, Corwmanding.

Kear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

letter from Brigadier-General Lee, IT. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, TI. S.

Navy, requesting means of ferriage for a cavalry picket.

Hdqrs. Cavalry Drv., Deft, of the Gulf,
Alexandria, La., March 25, 1864.

Dear Sir: I am directed by General Banks to place a cavalry
picket on the opposite bank of the river.

Will it be convenient for you to place at my disposal, at 2 p. m.
to-day, means of ferriage for about 75 to 100 men and horses ?

I am respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. L. Lee,
Brigadier-General, Comdg. Cavalry, Department of Gulf.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Com,manding Mississippi Sguadron,
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Letter from Uajor-Oeneral Banks, IT. S. Army, to Acting Volunteer lieutenant
Dominy, TI. S. Navy, urging the restriction of boats and individuals from pass-
ing into 'Bed Biver,

Headquarters Department of the GrrtF,

New Orleans, March 23, I864.

Captain : Orders have been given at New Orleans to pass no boat
for the Eed River except in the employment of the Government. No
citizen or person not connected with the Army should be allowed to

go up the river except upon a pass approved by myself or Brigadier-
General James Bowen, provost-marshal of the department. No
recruiting officer or other person not in the service of the Government
should be allowed to go up without such a pass. The public service

requires that this regulation should be strictly enforced. All boats

in the service of the Government are chartered by the quartermaster,
Colonel S. B. Holabird, and no person, except he be in his service,

will be passed upon these boats.

very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Major-General, Com/manding.

Captain C. Dominy,
Coirvmanding Fleet at the Mouth of Red River.

Order for officers in charge of patrol.

U. S. S. Benton, March 25, 1864.

Destroy everything in the shape of a boat or scow, no matter to

whom it may belong. Disarm any negroes found committing out-

rages. Take no one on board the tug other than prisoners. If you
find anyone carrying letters, take him prisoner.

If you see anyone with, or attempting to use offensively, torpedoes,

shoot him on the spot.

Keep the men under control and allow no straying from the river

bank.
Allow no pillaging. The officer in charge will do all the business.

James A. Greer,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Beport . of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, XT. S. Navy, regarding the arrest of

Nelson Bunker and destruction of flats and skiffs by patrol vessel.

U. S. S. Benton,
Fort De Russy, March 26, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that, to-day, the party that
were on the tug patrolling arrested, about 20 miles above this place,

a man, Nelson Bunker, who was dressed in the United States uni-
form and says he belongs to the Second New York Regiment. He
says he got drunk at Alexandria and was induced by a companion to
leave. Our men chased but did not succeed in capturing the man
referred to. By direction of Commander Townsend I send the
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prisoner to you on the Fort Eindman. The tug party destroyed a

large number of flats and skiffs.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Gbeer,
Lieutenant-GoTmnander, U. S. S. Benton.

Rear-Admiral Davh) D. Porter.

BepoTt of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dominy, TJ. S. Army, regarding restric-

tion of boats and individuals passing into Bed Kiver.

IJ. S. S. General Bragg,
Mouth Red River, March 26, 186^.

Sir : As Major-General Banks passed up by here he left me a copy
of an order issued in New Orleans, and requested me to bring all

boats bound up Red River alongside, and to see that no citizens were
allowed to go up that river without the proper passes, and since I

received his request I have done so.

I inclose a copy of the order.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. Dominy,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Gom/ma'nMng.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gommanding Mississippi Squadron.

Keport of lieutenant-Commander Greer, TJ. S. Navy, regarding the seizure of

cotton.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Fort De Russy, March 28, 1864..

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that a party from this vessel

seized, yesterday, 13 bales of cotton on the abandoned plantation of
a noted rebel named Bondurant. To-day our men got 18 bales from
the same place, which they baled themselves, using up an old awning
for the purpose.

I have now on hand 62 bales, and have to request that we may
be relieved of it, as it is difficult to keep it dry during the rains.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer.
Lieutenant-Goynmander, GoTnmanding Benton.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gommanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Kear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, regarding the slow progress up the

river of the vessels of his command.

No. 97.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La., Mound Gity, March 29, 1864.

Sir : Being about to leave for Shreveport, or as high up the river
as I can get, I have the honor to report progress.
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After a great deal of labor and two and a half days' hard work,
we succeeded in getting the Eastport over the rocks on the falls,

hauling her over by main force. Now and then a rise of an inch
or so of water would help her along, and she finally was enabled to

pass the advance of the army encamped on the bank of the river

25 miles above Alexandria. Other vessels got through, and a few
more remain to be got over, when we will push on to the end. It is

very slow work getting over these rocks, but as yet we have met with
no accidents. One hospital ship [Woodford^, belonging to the
Marine Brigade, sunk on the falls by striking on the rocks, but all

the rest of the transports went over safely. I shall only be able to
take up a part of the force I brought with me, and leave the river

guarded all the way through. The rebels are retreating before the
army, and, as usual, are destroying everything that can fall into our
hands, treating public and private property alike. This is the last

hold they will have in this country, and they seem determined to

wreak their vengeance on the unoffending inhabitants who have
some little cotton to dispose of. Their destructiveness has been a

death blow to the rebellion in this State, and General Dick Taylor
has left a name behind him to be execrated when the rebellion is long
past. Confederate money is worth here one quarter of a cent on the
dollar, or the most I have heard offered is 3 cents. The currency
of a country is the best proof of its prosperity. The health of the
squadron, I am happy to say, continues good.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAvro D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Na.vy, Washington, D. C

Order of Commander Townsend, IT. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Greer,
V. S. Navy, commanding II. S. S. Benton, to proceed above Alexandria.

U. S. Ironclad Steamer Essex,

Off Fort De Russy, March 30, 1864.
Captain: The admiral gives me the following instructions in re-

gard to the Benton:

Direct Captain Greer to proceed up river, if his leak will permit, as far as
the high bluff 8 miles below Alexandria, [La.], or where they commenced a fort
last year. I want him to lie where he will command the position with his
guns, and at the same time leave the channel clear.

No other orders are necessary. Your own excellent judgment will

guide you in any such exigencies as may chance to arise.

In parting from you after our genial and very pleasant companion-
ship, both official and personal, I can not but express the sincere

regret I feel in bidding you good bye.

Trusting that the intercourse that has proved so agreeable may
often again be renewed,
I remain, very respectfully and truly, yours,

Robert Townsend,
Convmander, V. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. Ironclad Benton.
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letter from Brigadier-General Stone, U. S. Army, to Eear-Admiral Porter, XJ. S.

Navy, regarding the obstruction of the river by the enemy.

Headquarters Department of the Gtulf,

Alexandria, La., March SO, 1864.-11:15 a. m.

Admiral: I have the honor to inform you that I have been in-

formed that the enemy are trying to obstruct the river at Loggy
Bayou.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Chas. p. Stone,
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of lieutenant-Commander Greer, V. S. Navy, giving list of captured cot-

ton collected at Fort Se Kussy.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Fort Be Russy, March 30, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following list of cotton

now at this point

:

Seven bales seized on the Atchafalaya on March 13, 1864, from a
rebel, name unknown.
Twenty-four bales seized on Red River, March 16, 1864, at Mr.

Brochard's. Loyalty doubtful ; married six months ago widow of a

man who died or was killed in C. S. Army. This woman, it is said,

owned the property.

Eight bales, March 29, 1864, same.
Eighteen bales, March 27, 1864, Red River, Johnson's place. He

is a bitter rebel, gone to Texas. This cotton is said to be owned by a
Mr. Voinche (of very doubtful loyalty and reputation) ; claims to

be a foreigner, it is said.

Thirteen bales, March 28, same as above.

Nine bales, March 29, same as, above.

Forty-six bales, March 30 ; seized at Mr. Guillebert's, near Marks-
ville. A bitter rebel.

Ten bales, March 30; seized at Mr. Gangrous' place. Said to be
loyal.

Three bales, March 30 ; seized at Mr. Garrett's. Said to be loyal.

Twenty bales, March 30; seized at Justin Janeau's, Red River.
Doubtful.
Ten bales, March 30 ; seized at G. W. Snoddy's, Red River. Said

to be loyal.

One bale (damaged), March 30; seized at J. Norman's, Red River.
Said to be loyal.

Total, 169.

Mr. Voinche, mentioned above, is said to be a bad man ; has helped
the Confederates very much. A man living near, or at Marksville,
named Antoine Maras, can testify against him. I have not had time
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to obtain his affidavit. Mr. Voinche is said to have a good deal of
cotton in Marksville.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
LieuteTiant-Coirmumder, Gommhwndvng Benton.

Commander E. Townsend,
Gommanding V. S. S. Essex,

Keport of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, V. S. Navy, regarding captured cotton.

U. S. S. Benton,

Off Bluffs, helow Alexandria, April i, 1864-

Sir : I have the honor to report my arrival at this place. On the
Iwo days previous to my departure from Fort De Kussy I seized

107 bales of cotton, which makes a total of 169 that I have taken. I
left it with Captain Townsend, to be sent up on first naval transport.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieutenant-Gommander, Gomm.wnding Benton.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gommanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Major-General Sherman, TJ. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. S.

Navy, making general reference to operations.

Hdqrs. Military Division of the Mississippi,

Nashville, April 3, 186Jf.

Dear Admiral: I received yours from Fort De Russy, and was
much gratified that you were so well pleased with General A. J.

Smith and the troops I sent with you up Red River. In organizing
that command I had in view that end, as also a fighting column equal

to anything. I could not control General Banks' movements, but he
certainly assured me he was all ready and would beat my troops to

Alexandria. He had for preparation all the time I was gone to

Meridian, and I only had from the 3d of March to the 10th to put
my troops on board at Vicksburg and join you at the mouth of Red
River. But I can't be responsible for General Banks and leave him
to play his own game of war. I clearly foresaw the course of events

and stipulated that my quota of 10,000 would be wanted out of Red
River by the 10th of April. I must have them and leave General
Steele to continue to cooperate with General Banks.
Their conjoint forces are fully adequate to the remaining part of

the programme. I understand from unofficial sources that General
Smith, in cooperation with your fleet, has already captured the fort,

De Russy, Alexandria, and also Natchitoches, including, I suppose,
the fortified point, Grand Ecore. This leaves General Banks nothing
but Shreveport, and it may be, if Red River is up, that before this

reaches you Shreveport will be also in our possession. Forrest has
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availed himself of our absence to come up as far as Paducah. He
attempted to capture the fort, but was wliipped off badly. He can not

make a lodgment on the river anywhere, and the longer he stays up

in that pocket the better chance we have of bagging or breaking up

his force. I want Smith's command to move with great rapidity up

the Yazoo as far as Greenwood, disembark, and occupy Grenada, then

to act according to circumstances, and strike across to join on my
forces here at Decatur, Ala. I wish you would let him have a few

tin-clads up the Yazoo to cover the disembarkation and to escort

back to the Mississippi his boats.

We are getting ready for big licks, and if it should so result that

we can whip Lee and Joe Johnston fairly and squarely it would seem

that a result is approaching. But I do not wish to indulge in dreams,

but to use rapidly and boldly all the forces at my disposal. I write

by this opportunity to Generals Steele, Banks, and A. J. Smith, all

to the same effect. Socially, I regret that our operations are carry-

ing us farther and farther apart, but in the end I hope we will meet

again in a glorious peace, if passible.

Your friend, W. T. Sherman,
_

Major-General, Commanding.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding Mississippi Fleet.

Report of Lieutenant Bache, TJ. S. Navy, announcing the death of Acting Volun-
teer lieutenant Couthouy, V. S. Navy, of the V. S. S. Chillicothe.

U. S. S. Lexington,
£5 miles above Grand Ecore, April 4, 186Jf.

Sir: It becomes my sad duty to report to you the loss of Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Commanding Jos. P. Couthouy, of the ChiZli-

cotJie. When about 5 miles above Grand Ecore on the evening of the

3d instant we discovered a couple of rebels lurking about some burn-
ing cotton and immediately gave them two howitzer shells, when they
disappeared. Captain Couthouy being in the sternmost vessel, came
on deck to see what the firing was about, and in the act of stepping
from the ladder to the turret, was shot through the body. The ball

passed through the starboard chimney before hitting him and was
fired from the direction of the starboard quarter. The cowardly
scamp got off, as I did not learn of the fact till after we came to,

about 1 o'clock. Captain Couthouy desired me to tell you not to

suppose that he exposed himself recklessly ; that he went on the turret

from a sense of duty. He died yesterday morning about 9 o'clock,

and, I believe, not in much pain. I have had an air-tight coffin made,
in which we hope to preserve his body till it reaches his family.
Captain Couthouy, as you well know, sir, was recognized as one of
our most valuable volunteer officers.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. M. Bache,
Lieutenant

.,
Commanding.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Order of lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant Richardson, TJ. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. General Price, for convoy
duty.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La,, April 5, 186^.

Sir: You will, with your vessel, be ready to leave to-morrow
morning at half-past 6, and as soon as the army transport James
Battle is ready, will convoy her to the mouth of Red River. On
your arrival take in what coal you require with all dispatch, and
unless you should meet with coal coming up the river, take a barge
in tow and return to this place.

Say to Captain Dominy that he must expedite the Champion,
Benefit, and other boats ordered up here, all that lies in his power.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Gommander.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. F. Richardson,
Commanding Gevieral Price.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, announcing the death of Acting
Volunteer lieutenant Couthouy, TJ. S. Navy, of the TJ. S. S. Chillicothe.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Off Grand Ecore, La., April 7, 186^.

Sir: I regret very much to inform you of the death of Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Jos. P. Couthouy, commanding U. S. S. ChU-
licothe. This estimable officer was picked off by a guerilla while on
the deck of his vessel, directing his guns on a large body of cavalry
that were engaged at the time with our cavalry; the former were
compelled to retreat by the fire of the gunboats. The death of
Captain Couthouy is much regretted by officers and men, and by no
one more than myself, as he was a zealous and patriotic officer.

He was shot on the 3d instant and died on the 4:th. I am sir,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, TJ. S. Navy, to Ensign Terry, TJ. S. Navy,
to report to Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, delivering stores to naval vessels

on the way.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La., April 8, 186^.

Sir: You will take charge of the Benefit and proceed to join

Admiral Porter up the river. Deliver the stores you have for the
vessels as you go along with all dispatch.
Keep a bright look for the enemy along the banks. Never tie to

the bank, but anchor in mid-stream, and always have an officer on



44 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

deck and one watch of men armed. Post sentinels and observe the

usual practice of the river and this squadron.

Respectfully, etc., • K. R. Beeese,

Lieutenant-Oommcmder, GonvmandiTig.

Ensign S. W. Terry, U. S. Navy,
In charge Stearrver Benefit.

letter from Brigadier-General Smith, TJ. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. S.

Navy, regarding the grounding of steamer Iberville.

Headquarters Division 17th Army Corps,

Steamer Hastings, April 8, 186^.

Admiral: I have got the Iberville off, but she is very heavily

laden with ordnance, drawing now 6^ feet. Her pilot reports that

she must be lightened before he can work further. I have ordered

relief for her.

With highest respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

Thos. Kilby Smith,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

c

Rear-Admiral Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

letter from Brigadier-General Stone, V. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, J5. S.

Navy, referring to the battle of Pleasant Hill, April 8-9, and proposing to
communicate with the gunboats at Springfield landing.

Pleasant Hill, [La.], April 9, 1864.

Admiral: The major-general commanding directs me to inform
you that the advance of his forces reached a point about 5 miles this

side of Mansfield about noon yesterday. There the advance became
engaged with a force of the enemy, Avhich proved to be the com-
bined forces of Green and Price. After hard fighting until sunset
with largely superior numbers the advance party had to fall back,
with considerable loss in men, artillery, and transportation, under
cover of the Nineteenth Army Corps, which managed to hold its

ground through the night and fall back to form a junction with
General Smith's forces here this morning. I intend to return this

evening on the same road with General Franklin's and General A. J.

Smith's commands, and to be in communication with the transports
of General Kilby Smith and the gunboats at Springfield Landing
on Sunday evening or Monday forenoon. The major-general com-
manding has ordered General Grover to join his forces to those of
General Kilby Smith as soon as practicable.

Very respectfully, admiral, your most obedient servant,
Chas. p. Stone,

Btigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Comdg. Miss. Squadron, off Grand Ecore.







Sketch of the Roads near the Battlefields of April 8 and 9, 1864.

Jlaj. Le Due.
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, stating the difficulties existing after

the battle of Pleasant Hill, April 8-9, in view of the proposed withdrawal of
army forces.

Flagship Cricket,
Grand Score, La., April H, 18Q]^.

Sir: Accompanying this is a report of my expedition up Red
River. In that report I touched lightly upon army affairs from
prudential motives, not deeming it prudent to give to the public all

the facts connected with the case. Still, I deem it my duty to state

to the department all the difficulties now existing. I have done all

I could to cooperate with the armj;^ and make the move a successful

one, and the cooperation has been carried on most harmoniously.
I saw the orders of General Halleck to Generals Sherman, Steele,

and Banks to undertake this campaign, indicating in a precise man-
ner how it was to be done. The plan has been carried out to the

letter, except gaining a victory, and the cooperation of the gunboats
was deemed essential to success. At the beginning, while we co-

operated with General A. J. Smith, of General Sherman's command,
we carried everything before us, and if we have not met with con-

tinued success, it is owing to the delay of General Banks' army, who
were ten days behindhand, an important period in a campaign.
The army here has met with a great defeat, no matter what the

generals try to make of it. With the defeat has come demoraliza-
tion, and it will take some time to reorganize and make up the
deficiencies " in killed and prisoners. The whole affair has been
seriously mismanaged. Finding the enemy retreating before them
with 25,000 men yet unscattered, our troops moved on with a cer-

tainty of meeting with no serious opposition. It was Iniown, how-
ever, at headquarters that the enemy were posted at Mansfield, and
talked of giving us battle, notwithstanding which 6,000 raw cavalry

were placed in advance with a large baggage train close after them,

and only .supported by 2,500 infantry under General Ransom, who
protested strongly, but in vain, against the arrangement. The
enemy, numbering 15,000, took advantage of this state of things and
attacked the head of the cavalry column with their whole force.

Of course they were routed in a short time, fell back, running over

the infantry, made a stampede among the wagons, and the whole
mass was mixed up in inextricable confusion.

The action took place 4 miles this side of Mansfield and it was a
disorderly rout as far as Pleasant Hill, 15 miles, where a stand was
made.. The enemy followed, doubtless much surprised with their

easy victory, until checked by the Nineteenth Army Corps, under
General Franklin, which opened its ranks and let the flying multi-

tude pass to their rear. In their turn the Nineteenth Corps attacked
the enemy and repulsed them in a very short time, but not in time
to save the cavalry train, all of which fell into the hands of the

rebels, and 18 pieces of artillery. Had Franklin's corps been in

front a complete victory would have been ours. It was the worst
managed affair that I ever heard of. I can not ascertain where the

fault was.
It was determined, I believe, to retreat that night or next morn-

ing, but the enemy attacked the next day (the 9th) and our army
had to act on the defensive. The enemy came on with a boldness
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and desperation seldom met with during this war. Their canteens

were found to be filled with Louisiana rum, which accounts for it.

They were mowed down by our fire, and though at first they broke

one of our wings, they had to stop when General A. J. Smith with

8,000 of the Seventeeth Corps charging through the Nineteeth

Corps, met them with the bayonet, and the other troops rallying,

poured in a destructive fire. The rebels fled in wild confusion, leav-

ing their killed and wounded on the field and two of the guns cap-

tured from us the day before. General A. J. Smith chased them
for 2 miles, when they disappeared, and did not stop until they had
retreated 6 miles. This time we really gained the victory, though
we came near losing it. Notwithstanding our success, it was de-

cided to fall back to Grand Ecore, which was done. The rebels sent

in a flag of truce, asking permission to bury their dead. They were,
doubtless, much astonished to find no one there to receive it. This is

one of those instances when two armies ran away from each other.

When I arrived here I found a bad state of affairs, the army much
demoralized, and the men talking loudly of the mismanagement
which thinned their numbers. General Sherman had sent a bearer
of dispatches to recall General Smith's division, and I was waited
for to decide what course to take. I raised my voice against its

departure, on the ground that they had been victorious, were ani-

mated with a desire to go ahead, and had full confidence in their

general. In the next place I felt assured that if General Smith
should leave, it would be construed into a defeat by the rebels, and
would result in the remainder of the army retreating with great loss

of material.

The most important consideration, however, is that General
Steele is now within striking distance of Shreveport, waiting for
our troops to advance. If this army were to withdraw, the enemy
would turn upon Steele with their whole force and crush him. He,
not anticipating any of the unfortunate events which have occurred
here, would probably come up with a very strong force in his front,
while an equal one would be thrown in his rear. I wrote to General
Sherman, explaining the reasons of retaining his men, which de-
ficiency he can easily make up by taking from the large force in
Arkansas (now not wanted), an equal number of men.

I was also influenced in my decision by a desire to save my squad-
ron, which, if left here in falling water without a land force, the gun-
boats aground could do nothing, and this is a case of mutual protection.
When I left here, I placed the vessels remaining behind in charge
of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, with orders to look out for them
and watch the falling water. He had dropped some of them below
the bar. When our army came in retreating, he ordered up four of
the boats again to take position to cover our troops. That was all
well and proper, but he should have dropped them down when he
saw there was no danger of an attack, and I could then have easily
got them to Alexandria. As it is, the thing is uncertain without a
rise in the river. Now is the time of full river, the snows melting
and the rains commencing, but we have nothing of the kind, the
water falling steadily 3 inches a day. The moment I came down, I
ordered the boats below the bar, but a pontoon bridge obstructs the
way and detains us in getting along. I shall know in an hour what
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success to expect. I shall then go to work lightening the vessels. In
all my operations I have an eye to the water. As long as I have plenty
of meat, I fear no other obstacles. In this instance I was governed
by the reports made by Red River pilots that we would have plenty
of water until June and a high rise at that time. General Banks
was so impatient to move that all I could get him to say was, " There
will be plenty of water," and dwelling much on the importance of
the gunboats.- It was well we came up, for I am convinced the
rebels would have attacked this broken army at Grand Ecore had
we not been here to cover them. I do not think our army would
be in a condition to meet them. I can get away from here without
trouble now by taking out my guns, and can lie below the town in

3 fathoms water for a long time to come, holding a position that
would completely cover the army; biit if I was to leave altogether,

it would be a stain upon the Navy for all time to come, and would be
followed by a disastrous retreat of the army with much loss of men.
Under these circumstances I have determined to hold on to as many
of the vessels as I can, hoping that the usual rise will come; we
only want a foot more to go up and down as we please. I have
light-draft vessels that will take the place of the heavy vessels in case

I can take these below, but if the rebels bring in heavy guns, the
ironclads will be the only ones to be depended on.

Now, sir, so far we have met with not the loss of a rope yarn. I
even stopped to bring down a steamboat that the army had ordered
to be burned, not wishing the rebels to say that we had to burn her.

I do not wish to lose anything, and want to understand at once
whether the armj'^ is to leave us here in case they go away, or retreat

\vhile the water is falling. If so, I will lighten the gunboats of guns
and everything else and work them over the bars.

I do not see why a fleet should not have the protection of an army
as well as an army have the protection of a fleet. If we are left

here aground, our communications M'ill be cut off and we will have to

destroy the vessels. I do not intend to destroy a rowboat if it can be

helped, and if the proper course is pursued we will lose nothing.

The army should hold this place until the last man can stand. If

they leave we lose Steele's army and a portion (perhaps) of the

gunboats. We will have spent all this time and treasure in an ex-

pedition that promised so much to our cause; we will lose the finest

portion of Louisiana, where people are anxious to have the war
ended, and where many of them have taken up arms in defense of the

Union. Now, we can claim to have whipped the rebels in the last

day's fighting, which partly wiped out the first day's disgrace, which
was not the fault of our troops, but owing to a blind security and
mismanagement and a contempt of the enemy—three things that

should always be avoided by a good general.

I wish the department would give me its views without delay and
direct Captain Pennock to send me the answer by a dispatch vessel.

I must confess that I feel a little uncertain how to act. I could not

leave this army now without disgracing myself forever, and when
running a risk in their cause, I do not want to be deserted. One of

my officers has already been asked if " we would not burn our gun-
boats as soon as the army left," speaking as if a gunboat was a very

ordinary affair and could be burned with indifference.
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I enclose two notes I received from Generals Banks and Stone.

There is a faint attempt to make a victory out of this, but two or

three such victories would cost us our existence.

I shall await your answer with anxiety, and remain.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-A drmral.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.]

Headquarters Department of the Gtji^f,

Pleasant Hill, April 9, 186^.

The land column that was intended for the movement against

Shreveport encountered a superior force 4 miles this side of Mans-
field, and, being unable to communicate with the forces from the

river, has been compelled to retreat. It is now our expectation to

fall back to Grand Ecore.

You will make your dispositions accordingly. The fighting very

sharp, but, from the situation of the country, it has been impossible

to bring but a portion of our forces against the entire strength of the

enemy.
The loss of the enemy has been very severe ; ours serious. General

Kansom has been wounded. If possible send a communication to

General Steele.

I am, etc., N. P. Banks,
Major-General, Gom/mandiruj

.

Kear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
GoTrvmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Headquarters, Department of the Gulf,
Pleasant Hitl, April 9, 9 : 30 p. m.

Admiral: By direction of the major-general commanding I have
the honor to inform you that about noon yesterday the advance o/
his forces reached a point this side of Mansfield about 4 miles.

There the advance became engaged with a force of the enemy
which proved to be largely superior, being the combined forces of
Taylor, Green, and Price. After hard fighting until sunset with
these superior forces, the advance party had to fall back with con-
siderable loss in men, artillery, and transportation, under cover of
the Nineteenth Army Corps, which managed to hold its ground
through the night, and to fall back to form a junction with General
A. J. Smith's forces, here this morning. This afternoon nearly at
sunset the enemy attacked our forces here, with the command of
yesterday strengthened by two divisions of General Price's army,
which had not arrived in time to take part yesterday.
The enemy was driven at all points in the most brilliant manner

by charges, and were utterly discomfited. We recaptured two guns
taken from us yesterday, and captured caissons and other materials
of great value to the rebels. The victory is a complete one, and,
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together with the loss of morale, which is its natural consequence,
will contribute greatly to the object in view in the expedition.

Very respectfully, I am, admiral, your obedient servant,

Chas. p. Stone,
Brigadier-General, a/nd Chief of Staff.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Portek,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, tJ. S. Navy, commanding tl. S. S.

Osage, regarding: engagement of that vessel with. Confederate cavalry at
Blair's plantation, April 12.

U. S. S. OsAGE,
Grand Score, April 16, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that while on my way down
the river, having stopped at Blair's plantation, some 50 miles above
this point, to protect the transport Alice Vivian, I was attacked by
two brigades of dismounted cavalry and three pieces artillery, the

whole under the command of General Green, amounting to not less

than 2,500 men.
I waited till they got into easy shelling range, and opened upon

them a heavy fire of shrapnel and canister. The rebels fought with
unusual pertinacity for over an hour, delivering the heaviest and
most concentrated fire of musketry that I have ever witnessed.

They finally broke in great confusion, leaving the ground covered
with their dead and wounded, muskets, knapsacks, etc., for many
yards from the bank.
Having received orders to rejoin you without delay, I regretted

that I could not give the battlefield the inspection I desired. From
the statement of the wounded, and the appearance of the field, the

loss of the enemy could not have been less than 200.

General Green, who commanded, a colonel, and [a] major, are
known to have been killed.

The Lexington, Lieutenant Commanding Bache, came down
shortly after the action commenced, and, from her favorable posi-

tion below, was enabled to pour in a most destructive enfilading fire,

which materially hastened the result.

Company A, Ninety-fifth Illinois, was on board, and did good
execution. Our total casualties amounted to 7 wounded.
General Green will prove a great loss, he standing as one of the

best rebel generals this side of the Mississippi.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Selfridge,
Lieutenant-Comm.ander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Corrvmanding Mississippi Squad,ron.

102008°—N w n—vol, 26—13 4 -
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Report of Lieutenant Bache, IT. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. lexington, regard-

ing engagement of that vessel with Confederate cavalry at Blair's plantation,

April 12.

U. S. S. Lexington,
Red River, April 13, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that yesterday afternoon the

enemy opened on the rear end of the fleet Avith three pieces of

artillery, the Osage and this vessel being the only gunboats present.

I immediately got the Lexington underway, steamed past all the

vessels toward the battery, engaged it with our bow guns (VIII-
inch) and drove it off in a few minutes, disabling one of the pieces.

When within 600 yards of the battery, we encountered a very heavy
fire of musketry from some fifteen hundred men, whom we passed
at a distance of 20 feet. The enemy came boldly up to the edge of

the bank, yelling and waving their side aims, so close that as a por-
tion of the bank caved in from our fire, one of the rebels tumbled
down within a few feet of the vessel. I now got our port broad-
side to bear on the enemy's line, and while the Osage poured in a
front fire of grape and canister, we raked them with shell and
shrapnel. They retreated precipitately into the woods after an en-
gagement of forty minutes, having experienced a loss in killed and
wounded of about 150 men, among them General Green, their com-
mander, and one of their colonels.

This vessel fired 76 rounds in all of canister, shell, and shrapnel.
One "casualty only occurred, Philip Dudley (landsman, colored),

wounded in the arm, since amputated.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. M. Bache,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, regarding the movement of the gun-
boats from Alexandria up the river in the attempt to reach Shreveport, and
the retreat, with an account of engagement at Blair's Landing.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,
Off Grand Ecore, La., April llf., 186^.

Sir: I had the honor of reporting to you the movements of the
squadron as far as Alexandria, and the intentions of General Banks
to move on at once to Shreveport. He deemed the cooperation of
the gunboats so essential that I had to run some risks and make
unusual exertions to get them over the falls.

The army started on the appointed day, and I pushed up the gun-
boats to cover them (if there should be need) as fast as they got
over the falls. The vessels arrived at Grand Ecore without accident,
and had good water, the river apparently about to reach its usual
stage at this season. The Cricket, Eastport, Mound City, Chilli-
coth^, Garondelet, PHtshurg, Ozark, Neosho, Osage, Lexington, Fort
Hindman, Louisville, and Pittshurg were the vessels sent up, and a
fleet of 30 transports followed them.



NAVAL FOECES ON WESTEEN WATERS. 51

Grand Ecore was occupied by our forces without opposition, the
works deserted. Lieutenant-Commander Phelps captured one 32-

pounder on the river below Grand Ecore, which he destroyed, mak-
ing 22 guns captured from the enemy since we entered the river.

The army had arrived at Natchitoches, near Grand Ecore, when I
got up here, and were preparing for an immediate march. As the
river was rising very slowly I would not risk the larger vessels by
taking them higher up, but started on the 7th of April for Shreve-
port with the Cricket, Fort Hindma/n, Lexington, Osage, Neosho,
and ChUlicothe, with the hope of getting the rest of the vessels

along when the usual rise came. Twenty transports were sent along
filled with army stores and with a portion of General A. J. Smith's
division on board. It was intended that the fleet should reach
Springfield Landing on the third day, and then communicate with
the army, a portion of which expected to be at Springfield at that
time.

I found the difficulties of navigation very great, but we reached
the point specified within an hour of the time appointed. At this

point we v/ere brought to a stop. The enemy had sunk a very large

steamer, the New Falls City, right across the river, her ends resting

on each bank, and her hull broken in the middle, resting on the
bottom. This was a serious obstruction, but I went to work to

remove it. Before I commenced operations, however, a courier

came in from General Banks bringing the unpleasant and most
unexpected news—our army had met with a reverse and was falling

back to Pleasant Hill, some 60 miles in our rear. Orders also came
to General Kilby Smith to return to Grand Ecore with the trans-

ports and the troops he had with him. Here was an end to our
expedition for the present, and we reluctantly turned back, after

having nearly reached the object we were aiming at.

The information we received was of a very unsatisfactory kind,

and we did not know (really) what was the exact state of affairs, no
letters having been sent by fast courier.

It would be very difficult to describe the return passage of the

fleet through this narrow and snaggy river.

As long as our army could advance triumphantly it was not so

bad, but we had every reason to suppose that our return would be

interrupted in every way and at every point by the enemy's land
forces—and we were not disappointed. They commenced on us fi-om

the high banks at a place called Coushatta, and kept up a fire of

musketry whenever an opportunity was offered them. By a proper
distribution of the gimboats, I had no trouble in driving them away,
though from the high banks they could fire on our decks almost
with impunity. As we proceeded down the river they increased in

numbers, and as we only made 30 miles a day, they could cross from
point to point, and be ready to meet us on our arrival below. On
the left bank of the river a man by the name of Harrison, with 1,900

cavalry and four or five pieces of artillery, was appointed to follow
us down, and annoy us. It was very fortunate for us that this

person and his command were lately severely handled by a gimboat
(a few weeks ago), which made them careful about coming within
range. On the evening of the 12th instant we were attacked from
the right bank of the river by a detachment of men of quite another



52 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

character. They were a part of the army which two or three days
previous had gained success over our army, and, flushed with victory

or under the excitement of liquor, they appeared suddenly upon the

right bank and fearlessly? opened fire on the Osage. Lieutenant-Com-
mander T. O. Selfridge (ironclad), she being hard aground at the

time with a transport (the Black Hawk) alongside of her, towing
her off. The rebels opened with 2,000 muskets, and soon drove every

one out of the Black Ilawk to the safe casemates of the monitor.
Lieutenant Bache had just come from his vessel (the Lexington),
and fortunately was enabled to pull up to her again, keeping close

under the bank, while the Osage opened a destructive fire on these

poor deluded wretches, who, maddened with liquor, and led on by
their officers, were vainly attempting to capture an iron vessel.

I am told that their hootings and actions baffled description ; force

after force seemed to be brought up to the edge of the bank, where
they confronted the guns of the iron vessel, only to be cut down by
grapeshot and canister. In the meantime Lieutenant Bache had
reached his vessel, and widening the distance between him and the

Osage, he opened a cross fire on the infuriated rebels, who fought
with such desperation and courage against certain destruction that it

could only be accounted for in one way. Our opinions were verified

on inspection of some of the bodies of the slain, the men actually
smelling of Louisiana rum.
This Eiffair lasted nearly two hours before the rebels fled. They

brought up two pieces of artillery, one of which was quickly knocked
over by the Lexington^s guns, the other they managed to carry off.

The cross fire of the Lexington finally decided this curious affair, of
a fight between infantry and gunboats. The rebels were mowed
down by her canister, and finally retreated in as quick haste as they
had come to the attack, leaving the space of a mile covered with
dead and wounded, muskets, and knapsacks. A dying rebel in-

formed our men that General [Thomas] Green had his head blown
off, which I do not vouch for as true. If true it is a serious loss to
the rebels. Night coming on, we had no means of ascertaining the
damage done to the rebels. We were troubled no more from the
right bank of the river, and a party of 5,000 men who were marching
to cut us off were persuaded to change their minds after hearing of
the unfortunate termination to the first expedition. That same
night I ordered the transports to proceed on, having placed the
gunboats at a point where the rebels had a battery.

All the transports were passed safely, the rebels not firing a shot
in return to the many that were bursting over the hills. The next
morning, the 13th instant, I followed down myself; and, finding at
Campti, 6 miles from Grand Ecore by land, that thev had got
aground, and would be some time getting through, I proceeded down
in this vessel to Grand Ecore and got General Banks to send up
troops enough to keep the guerrillas away from the river. We
were fired on as usual after we started down, but when I had the
troops sent up the transports came along without any trouble.
This has been an expedition where a great deal of labor has been

expended, a great deal of individual bravery shown, and on such
occasions the commander-in-chief is apt to find out the metal of
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which his officers are made, and on future occasions it will enable
him to select those who will not likely fail in the time of need.
To Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge, commanding Osage^

and Lieutenant George M. Bache, commanding Lexington, I am par-
ticularly indebted for the gallant manner in which they defended
their vessels and for their management during the expedition, always
anticipating and intelligently carrying out my wishes and orders.

I found the fleet at Grand Ecore somewhat in an unpleasant situ-

ation, two of them being above the bar, and not likely to get away
again this season unless there is a rise of a foot. I could not provide
against this when over 100 miles up the river. If nature does not
change her laws, there will no doubt be a rise of water, but there was
one year—1846—when there was no rise in the Red River, and it may
linppen again. The rebels are cutting off the supply by diverting
different sources of water into other channels, all of which would
have been stopped had our Army arrived as far as Shreveport. I
have done my best (and so have the officers and men under my
command) to make this expedition a success throughout, and do not
know that we have failed in anything we have undertaken.
Had we not heard of the retreat of the army, I should still have

gone on to the end. A wise Providence which rules and directs all

things has thought proper to stay our progress and throw impedi-
ments in the way for some good reason.

We have nothing left but to try it again and hold on to this country
with all the force we can raise.

It is just as valuable to us and important to the cause as any other

portion of the Union. Those who have interests here and are faith-

ful to the Government, have a right to expect our protection, and
when this part of Louisiana is conquered we hold Arkansas and all

the right bank of the Mississippi without firing another gun.
There is a class of men who have during this war shown a good

deal of bravery and patriotism and who have seldom met with any
notice from those whose duty it is to report such matters. I speak
of the pilots on the Western waters. Without any hope of future

reward through fam,e, or in a pecuniary way, they enter into the
business of piloting the transports through dangers that would make
a faint-hearted man quail.

Occupying the most exposed position, a fair mark for a sharp-

shooter, they are continually fired at and often hit without so much
as a mention being made of their gallantry. .

On this expedition they have been much exposed, and have shown
great gallantry in managing their vessels while under fire in this,

to them, unknown river. I beg leave to pay this small tribute to

their bravery and zeal, and must say as a class I never knew a braver

set of men.
I also beg leave to mention favorably Acting Master H. H. Gor-

linge, commanding this vessel. He has shown great zeal, courage,

and ability during this expedition, serving his guns rapidly and
Avell at his post, night and day, ready for anything, and assisting ma-
terially in getting the transports by dangerous points. Mounting
one of his 24-pounder howitzers on his upper deck, he was enabled

to sweep the bank in all directions, and one or two fires had the

effect.
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He was of great service to me throughout the expedition, was
blightly wounded, but nothing of consequence (owing to his exposing

himself so much).
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,

TT /-, -ITT Rear-AdrmraH.
Hon. GriDEON Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General Smith, IT. S.

Army, commending the services of Brigadier-General Thomas Kilby Smith,

M. S. Army, in the movement to Springfield Landing and return to Grand Ecore,

including engagement at Blair's (Pleasant Hill) Landing, April 12.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Off Alexandria, La., May If., 186If..

General : I have been so engaged during my return to this place

that I have not had the time to express to you the high appreciation

I have of the services of that excellent and gallant officer, Brigadier-

General Thomas Kilby Smith, who, with a detachment of 2,000 men,
accompanied the transports in the expedition to Springfield Landing.
In that expedition we accomplished, under the most difficult circum-

stances, all that was required of us, and with a persevering enemy
opposing us at almost every bend in the river, returned to Grand
Ecore, v^ry much against our will, without the loss of a particle of

the material of war with which we started.

I can not speak in too high praise of the manner in which General
Smith managed his part of the expedition, doing everything in his

power to make it successful, and cooperating in a way to give me the
most entire satisfaction. It reminded me of the olden time, when
the gallant soldiers of the Department of the Tennessee, guarded by
the gunboats, were pushing their way victoriously up the ever-to-be-

remembered Arkansas River. We did not return this time with the
same success, yet we went through scenes that tried men's mettle,

and the associations of those exciting days will no doubt long be re-

membered by both of us. Nearly 100 miles in the rear of our army
when we heard of its retreat back to Grand Ecore, and with a suc-

cessful and indomitable foe ready to harass us at every step, every-
thing was conducted as quietly as if we were still on our way to meet
the enemy. We never realized until we returned to Grand Ecore
that our army had returned discomfited to that place.
We reached Springfield Landing, the place appointed to communi-

cate with our forces under General Banks, the troops were all landed,
and in another hour would have been on the march to Springfield,
hoping to greet our friends as conquerors. Our disappointment was
great when informed by a courier that our army had returned to
Grand Ecore and that all our perseverance and energy had been
thrown away. The fire of the enemy was exceedingly annoying on
our return, but the soldiers treated it with indifference, exposing
themselves on all occasions and returning the fire with interest when
fired into by the rebels. On the afternoon of the 12th April we
were attacked at a bad bend in the river by a force of 2,500 men,
with two fieldpieces, under the rebel general. Green, backed by a
larger force of 5,000, with three fieldpieces.
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The enemy attacked the rear of the transports, where there were
two gunboats, one or two transports, and the Hastings, with General
Smith on board, bringing up the rear. The enemy came in certain of
victory, but the gunboats and the Hastings, Rob Roy, and one other
opened on them vigorously, and after an hour and a half of hard
fighting, in which the fragile transports were much cut up, the enemy
retreated in confusion, with the loss of their best general (Green),
about 20 officers, and 400 or 500 men. In this action General Smith
bore a conspicuous part, and by his annoyance of the enemy, helped
much to secure a victory, so important to us because of the death of
the rebel general. Green, their most popular leader. From that time
we were not so much molested, the 5,000 men in reserve concluding it

best to let us alone.

At Campti some of the boats got aground, and anticipating fur-

ther annajj^ance, I pushed on, and, as you know, requested you to send
help to our exposed soldiers, which you promptly did. I regret that
the help did not arrive quite in time to save a few lives, the enemy
opening their batteries on the boats shortly after I left, which
attack, I am informed, was coolly met and the rebels driven away.
I hope it may be my good fortune to be associated with General
Smith on some occasion where our exertions will meet with a better

reward. Though we can not lay claim to any great success, we can
safely say that we accomplished all that was required of us. I
hope you will commend this gallant officer to General Sherman, who
delights to 'know those under his command who do their duty faith-

fully and gallantly.

With much respect, general, I remain, very respectfullj^, your
obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Brigadier-General A. J. Smith,
Gomdg. Detach. 16th and 17th Army Corps, Alexandria, La.

letter from Hajor-General Banks, IT. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, tJ. S.

Navy, requebting cooperation of gnnboats in expected attack upon the enemy.

Headquarters Department of the Gtjlf,

Osborne's Plantation, April 13, 186k—830 p. m.

Admiral: My headquarters are at Osborne's plantation for the

night (marked Welsh's plantation upon the map) 8 miles distant

from the enemy, according to the information we received here. I

desire to move against him early in the morning, and shall rely upon
the gunboats being in position to test the strength of his right, which
rests upon the river. I hope you will be able to send forward such
boats as may be necessary for this purpose. General Smith has been
ordered to join us at 3 o'clock to-morrow morning. The enemy ap-
pears to be posted between the river and the Bayou Lamourie. This
force is variously estimated at from ten to fifteen thousand.

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Major-Geri^ral, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Major-General Sherman, 11. S.

Army, regarding the valuable services of Brigadier-General A. 3. Smith's divi-

sion and expressing disappointment at the result of the expedition.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Off Grand Ecore, La., April H, 1864.

Dear General : You will no doubt feel much disappointed at not

having General A. J. Smith's division returned to you in the time

expected, but you will be reconciled when I assure you that the safety

of this army and my whole fleet depends on his staying here. His is

the only part of the army not demoralized, and if he was to leave

there would be a most disastrous retreat. The army has been shame-
fully beaten by the rebels. There is no disguising the fact, notwith-
standing the general commanding and his staff try to make a vic-

tory. Armies victorious don't often go back as this one has done.

Your part of it maintained its reputation and saved the army from
being beaten in a two days' fight. It is too long a tale to write, but
some of these days I will give you a full and fair account of it. The
defeat arose from sending 6,000 raw cavalry to attack an army of

25,000 men, said cavalry being accompanied by over 200 wagons.
It was only supported by 2,500 men, and Avhen these were over-

powered by vastly superior numbers the cavalry fell back on them;
the wagons stampeded and fell into the hands of the enemy. Gen-
eral Corse has heard it all and will tell you all about it. I was averse

to coming up with the fleet, but General Banks considered it neces-

sary to the success of the expedition, and now I can't get back again,

the water has fallen so much. This has been terrible work—worse,
if anything, than Deer Creek. There we had plentj' of water;' here
no water and thousands of sharpshooters. The gunboats had some
satisfaction out of the rebels yesterday. A couple of brigades,

flushed with victory, made an attack upon two of them, and, excited

l:)y liquor, fought like madmen, coming up to the edge of the bank,
where they were shot down like sheep. It is said we killed the rebel

General Green, their best man.
I can not express to you my entire disappointment with this de-

Ijartment. You know my opinion of political generals. It is a
crying sin to put the lives of thousands in the hands of such men,
and the time has come when there should be a stop put to it. This
army is almost in a state of mutiny and not fit to go into a fight.

They would follow A. J. Smith, though, anywhere. The more I see

of that old gentleman the more I like him. He is a regular trump,
arid has no give-up in him. I have been up as far as Loggy Bayou,
and there was brought to a dead stand by a large steamer sunk in
the channel, resting on each bank. It was providential, or I might
have gone farther and would have been cut off to a certainty. I am
not sure that Banks will not sacrifice my vessels now to expediency;
that is, his necessities. I only wish, dear general, that you had taken
charge of this Red River business. I am sure it would have had a
different termination. I am very tired and must close for the
present.

With best wishes, etc., I remain, -r. t^ -r^David D. Porter,

-Mr n 1 1X7 T^ o Rear-Admiral.
Major-General W. T. Sherman,

Comdg. Mil. Div. of the Mississippi, Nashville, Tenn.
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Greer, V. S. Navy, commanding TI. S. 8. Benton, to proceed to Alexandria.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La., April 15, 186^.

Sir: My instructions from Admiral Porter were to order your
vessel to this place when I should deem it necessary.

Alexandria is threatened, and you will, immediately on the receipt

of this, get underway and come here.

I will inform you on your arrival as to the position you will take.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Gommander. Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer,
Commanding Benton, etc.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, to Commander Townsend, TJ. S. Navy,
to assume command at the mouth of Red River.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La,., April J5, 1864.

Sir: The following is an extract from a letter I have this day
received from Admiral Porter, who is at Grand Ecore.

Write to Townsend and tell him to get out of the river whilst there is a
chance, and who will take charge of affairs at the mouth of Ked River.

The admiral wrote in great haste, and the above comes from among
a multiplicity of directions. His letter means for you to take charge
of affairs at Red River (mouth of) . He is endeavoring to get out

as many of the vessels as he can, and from appearances there is to be

a retrograde movement, which, however, please do not now make
public.

Very respectfully, [K. R. Breese.]

[Commander Robt. Townsexd,
CommaTidiTig U. S. S. Essex.']

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Major-General Sherman, TT. S.

Army, discussing the leaders and operations of the campaign.

Fi/AGSHip Cricket,

Off Alexandria, La., April 16, 1864.

Dear General: I wrote you a hurried note the other day, by
General Corse, and I imagine your disappointment at having your
well-laid plans interfered with and having part of your command
mixed up in an affair, the management or which would be dis-

creditable to a boy 9 years of age. You need not blush, however, for

anjdjhing that was done by your troops. General A. J. Smith was
not in the fight on the first day, but on the second day, when Frank-
lin's corps, which behaved nobly, began to waver before the wild
and desperate shocks of the rebels, who came on shouting like mad-
men, he, with 8,000 men, charged through Franklin's ranks and met
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the incoming devils with a " Hi ! Hi !
" that brought them to a full

stop. Smith's men then poured in their volleys, which cut up the

rebels into mince-meat; they turned and fled, and your boys chased

them 3 miles, until everyone of them disappeared, leaving General

Smith in possession of the battle ground, all the killed and wounded,

twelve pieces of our artillery lost the day before, two of which he

brought off.

At this important moment, when there was not a rebel within 6

miles of us, General Smith was ordered to retreat. He begged per-

mission to remain long enough to bury his dead and remove his

wounded, all of which was denied him. The Confederates sent in

a flag of truce six hours after, asking permission to bury their dead,

and found the cannon they had left behind them, and the killed and
wounded in possession of the field. The general will never get over

it as long as he lives ; he cried like a child at having to leave his poor
fellows on the field. I am, however, getting a little ahead or my
story. I must give you a little sketch of the first day's fight, and
tell you how it happened.
General Banks, you must know, has organized 6,000 infantry into

mounted cavalry under the command of General Lee, who travels

with 250 wagons and a camp train of many persons. He was not
satisfied with his large command, but made frequent applications to

General Franklin for 2,500 infantry as a guard to the cavalry.

Franklin persistently refused to give him these men, very properly
arguing tliat without them Lee would not be precipitating a battle,

while with them he might get the army into a fight when they were
not prepared for it.

On the 6th instant the army of General Banks left Grand Ecore.
The fleet left at the same time for Springfield Landing, which we
were to reach on Sunday, the 10th, at 12 o'clock. We made our time
to the minute, with difficulties enough to appall a stout heart. Gen-
eral A. J. Smith left Grand Ecore the next day after the grand army,
and had a terrible time in getting to the front through the numer-
ous trains which completely blocked up the road. The same day
that General Smith left Grand Ecore General Lee was set in advance
with his cavalry to reconnoiter, his whole train of wagons in his

rear (250 in all) close after him; the army, consisting of the Nine-
teeth Corps, under Franklin, some regiments of negroes, and the
Thirteenth Corps, under Ransom, were coming on behind in only
one road and in no particular order, as far as I can learn. There
was sharp skirmishing in the front by the cavalry, who were appar-
ently driving the enemy (that is the enemy were leading them into
a trap), and I^e was sending Franklin messages to lend him 2,500
men with which to annihilate them. Franklin sent him word that
he was not sent out to bring on a battle, and to fall back at once and
act on the defensive until the main body of the army came up. Un-
fortunately, at this time General Banks rode to the front, and
Franklin said he saw there was going to be terrible work. Lee's
messages reached Banks, and he ordered Ransom with 2,600 men to
reinforce Lee. Ransom protested against this disposition of his
men, stating that they would be sacrificed, but General Banks ordered
the movement. Franklin then prepared for the consequences which
he knew were to follow. In a short time the cavalry, emboldened by
the small support, brought on a fight. The part of the Thirteenth
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Corps did its best to support them, but, opposed to about 15,000 in-
fantry, were swept away almost to a man. The cavalry broke and
fled back on the wagons, the wagons stampeded and blocked up the
road, while such a scene ensued as was never seen before except at
Bull Run.

Franklin opened his ranks and let the flying mass through, and
received the rebels with such a murderous fire that they were soon
dispersed, leaving many killed and wounded on the field. The
rebels fought well that day, indeed desperately, coming up to the
charge in a compact body and filling up their ranks as their men fell

like veterans. It was just such a time as our men would have de-
sired in the open field, but the panic created by the disorder at first

was too great to get the men to do their work thoroughly. There
was enough done, however, to allow us to hold our position and
recover our lost trains. To expect to recover again the 18
guns we lost was out of the question. They were mixed up with
the trains, and the rebels had secured them with 100 rounds of am-
munition each. Three of the best batteries in the army were lost

and most of the men killed or wounded. Part of Nims' battery was
taken and all the ammunition wagons.
At 1 o'clock that night the army retreated back to Pleasant Hill,

the fugitives arriving at Grand Ecore reporting that the army was
cut to pieces, and I hear that when the general and staff arrived at

Pleasant Hill he had lost all command of himself. I do not wonder
at that. 'AA uneducated soldier may be cool and pleasant enough in

the hour of victory, but the true general is best known in the hour of

defeat. General Banks lost all his prestige, and the men talked so

openly of him that our officers had to check them and threaten to

liave them punished. Eetreat was still the order of the day, and the

army was ordered to fall back on Grand Ecore. The reason given
was want of provisions. The rebels, however, pushed their ad-

vantage and attacked us on our own ground, charging right at the

Nineteeth Army Corps, which met them like men, sweeping them
away with artillery and musketry. Still on they came, and Frank-
lin's commenced to waver, when General Smith came on with that

splendid charge and scattered them like sheep.

Out of 500 cavalry that charged on A. J. Smith's division only one
man escaped ; every saddle was emptied. He saved the fortunes of

the day, and chased the rebels, as I have stated in the former part

of this letter. The latter retreated 15 miles without stopping, and
our army soon followed their example, showing the singular spec-

tacle of two armies running awaj' from each other, both claiming the

victory. Certain it is that the rebels sent in a flag of truce asking
permission to bury their dead, and finding no one there, they took

possession of the field with all our killed and wounded, the giuis

they had lost themselves, and have held it ever since. Our pickets

do not extend even beyond Natchitoches, but we are encamped at

Grand Ecore, the headquarters of the general near the big red brick

house of De Russy's.

A. J. Smith is encamped on the plain above the bluffs, outside of

the present line of defense. The gunboats are drawn up in line in

front of A. J. Smith, who will have to take our fire over his head,

which he is willing to do. While all the fighting Avas going on on
shore the fleet was slowly and painfully working its way up Red
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Kiver, through snaggy bends, loggy bayous, shifting rapids, and

rapid chutes. The rebels, frightened to death, went on before us,

burning all the fine cotton (bales being hid in the woods) ,
but de-

stroying none of the corn or cattle. Of these we found an abun-

dance, and though we only stopped at three or four places there was

enough and more to satisfy the troops without touching the rations.

It struck me very forcibly that this would have been the route for

the army, where they could have traveled without all that immense
train, the country supporting them as they proceeded along. The
roads are good, wide fields on all sides, a river protecting the right

flank of the army, and gunboats in company. An army would have

no difficulty in marching to Shreveport in this way.
There is Bayou Pierre to pass and some bridges to be built, but

that is child's play to our Western men, and "not sobad as being

beaten " in a pine barren with onty one road through it, and that a

narrow one, where troops can not pass carts. I send you a correct

map, which I think will give you a good idea of the views I have
expressed, if you have not got it already, knowing this country as

well as you do. Why General Banks went through a desert where
he could not even find water (so he says) instead of a prolific country,

I can not say. You know I have always said that Providence was
fighting this great battle its own way and brings these reverses to

teach us—a proud, stiff-necked, and unthankful people—^how to be

contented under a good government, if peaceful times come again.

I hope it will teach us not to place the destinies of a great nation in

the hands of political generals or volunteer admirals.

When I arrived at Springfield Landing I found a sight that made
me laugh. It was the smartest thing I ever knew the rebels to do.

They had gotten that huge steamer, New Falls City, across Red
River, 1 mile above Loggy Bayou, 15 feet of her on shore on each
side, the boat broken down in the middle, and a sand bar making
below her. An invitation in large letters to attend a ball in Shreve-
port was kindly left stuck up by the rebels, which invitation we were
never able to accept. We had landed, though, at Springfield Land-
ing with many hundred thousand rations, 26 transports, and 6 gun-
boats. Word had already gone to General Dick Taylor, at Mans-
field, that the transports contained many men (a large force),

whereas we only had 2,000 under General Kilby Smith; still that
report shook the rebels.

We surprised the guard who were watching our movements. My
boat, the Griehet, came on them suddenly : our men rushed on shore,

nearly taking them while eating their supper, and the letter was
lying on the table giving an account of our " strong force." When
the recipient was in the act of reading it he got away to carry the
news to Taylor, who would have been in full retreat on Shreveport
had General Banks not appeared on the field on the morning of the
8th. AVhile discussing the feasibility of getting the Falls City out
of the way (we were provided with everything to do it) a courier
rode in to tell us that Banks had been badly whipped and was in

full retreat to Grand Ecore, and that the transports and troops were
ordered " to return without delay," an easier thing said than done.
We had disembarked the troops, none dreaming of anj'thing but
victory to one of the best appointed armies I ever saw in the field,

and after getting in our pickets and getting the troops on board, I
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reversed the order of steaming and with a heavy heart started down-
ward, anticipating that the rebels, flushed with victory, with our
army in full retreat before them, would come in on our flank and
cut us to pieces.

The banks were high above our pilot houses and sharpshooters
could annoy us with impunity. I was much annoyed when I found
that General Banks's quartermasters had added to the convoy ten

large steamers which I had expressly stipulated with General Kilby
Smith were not to come up the river. We were detained six hours
lightening one of them loaded with ammunition and the others were
constantly getting into trouble. General Kilby Smith was in no way
responsible for this outrageous proceeding, for it was done after we
departed from Grand Ecore, and that officer left nothing undone to

cooperate with me and carry the expedition through successfully*

On all occasions I found General Smith ready and willing to co-

operate in the same harmonious manner that has always existed

between the Navy and the Army of the Tennessee. I am sure noth-

ing will occur to interrupt that good feeling. As I anticipated, the

rebels were soon aware of our turning back and were after us like

a pack of wolves. They assailed us from every point, but the dis-

positions that were made always foiled them. We always drove
them away with loss. The large transports so impeded us that it

was with difficulty we made more than 20 miles a day, and it seemed
that everything we came in contact with belonging to Banks' army
was disorderly and a drawback to us. My gunboats were helping
them off sand bars half the time, they having no disposition to help

each other.

Small bands of 100 or 150 had followed us along until we arrived

at a place called Graff's Bluff, where our friends, the negroes, in-

formed us that the rebels had a battery. It was about 3 o'clock in

the afternoon and I laid to the bank while two gimboats could get

into position to whip the battery. They were permitted to occupy

the place quietly, and I began to think there was none about. We
shelled the woods in all directions and they kept quiet. At this

moment a tremendous fire of musketry and heavy cannon, inter-

spersed with artillery, broke out about 3 miles behind us. It

sounded like a heavy battle. Hearing all the guns of the gunboats

I did not fear for the result. It lasted so long that I at last turned

my head upstream to join in the fray and met a gunboat coming
down whose captain told me it was all over and the rebels had fled,

so I tied up to the bank again, expecting the attack in front, when
the firing commenced again and lasted until nearly sunset; in all,

two hours.

It turned out to be what I had been expecting, an attack with
artillery and infantry, 2,000 strong, in our rear. General Kilby
Smith and two transports being divided from the main body by the

artillery, which it was not proper to pass until silenced by the gun-

boats. This body of men was commanded by General Green, the

best man they have, and one in whom the retjels place more confi-

dence than anyone else. He led his men to the very edge of the

bank, they shouting and yelling like madmen. They were hand-

somely received by the Osage and Lexington in the old style. Gen-

eral Smith, in the Hastings, with part of his men, poured in his fire,

and amongst us the rebels were cut into mincemeat. General Green
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and Ck)lonel Chisum "had their heads blown off with an 11-inch

shell.

The ground was covered with kiUed and wounded and without

great loss to ourselves. We whipped out 2,000 rebels and kept 5,000

more in the rear of us from advancing, not liking the reports of the

first party's reception. This saved us from further molestation as

far as large parties were concerned, but we were terribly annoyed

by small bands. It being moonlight, I ordered all the transports to

leave, and had they taken advantage of the time they would have
arrived in Grand Ecore next morning. After getting them all ahead
1 reversed the order of sailing and followed them up, but when I

arrived at Campti I found them so mixed up and aground that I

pushed on, and in three hours had General A. J. Smith underway
v,dth five regiments of infantry and a field battery. He arrived just

in time to outflank the rebels with their heavy field battery, which
they kept exclusively for the transports, hiding it when the gunboats
came along. It was a most exciting and interesting week; much
danger of being cut off unless aided by General Banks, which aid was
not sent until I asked for it in person.

Some one got in in a quartermaster's boat who reported everything

safe, and General Smith on that account did not go himself, though
ready to start at a moment's notice. Finally all came in safely, not
losing a rope yarn. Your men behaved splendidly and coolly, and
General Kilby Smith like a brave and gallant officer. I shall always
feel prbud to be associated with him, and we will both likely remem-
ber for many a day the perilous scenes we have gone through to-

gether. I found General A. J. Smith much depressed at some things
that had occurred, but anxious to go out and whip the rebels, which
we are able to do without any trouble. Instead of that, I think Gen-
eral Banks is watching for an opportunity to retreat. If General
Smith should leave him there would be a general stampede and much
loss of material, and General A. J. Smith would be made the scape-

goat. Finding the water falling I sent down my largest gunboats,

and regret to say that the Eastport ran on a torpedo and sank. The
damage was slight, and the shock only noticed by a few persons on
board, and it was not for some time after they found water in her
hold. She was five hours sinking, but we had no pumps that could
save her. The captain forgot to put canvas under her bottom, which
would have saved her. Unless we have more water I shall be kept
above the falls, but with a land force at Alexandria I can hold my
own until next year. We must hold the country, general, and not
have to go all over this again.

Had Banks been victorious, as any ordinary general would have
been, we would have had no trouble at all, but he has led all hands
into an ugly scrape. I did all I could to avoid going up this river

with him, but he would have thrown all the blame of failure on me
had I failed to go. I have risked a great deal and only hope for a

rise of water to get over the falls.

There are all kinds of surmises on the subject. We have had no
rise this year at all. Do you think it will come? You know the
nature of these rivers, having resided here so long. I have written
you a long letter and said to you confidentially what I would not
say to anyone else, knowing that it will go no farther. I am just

down from Grand Ecore; have come to provide pumps to save the
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Eastport, which I will do if Banks does not retreat. If he does, I
will blow her up; am getting her guns off at once. Now, what is to
become of Steele? Banks has sent him a messenger. Will he (think
you) be sacrificed, or can he take care of himself? Why not rein-
force him well and let him finish the job so badly begun? If this
matter is left in this state it will be a lasting disgrace to us. The
rebels had 22,000 men, about 19,000 effective. Losing General Green
has paralyzed them ; he was worth 5,000 men to them.
Wishing you success in all your undertakings, and asking your

forbearance for writing you so long a letter, I remain, truly and
sincerely, yours,

David D. Porter,

Major-General W. T. Sherman,
Rear-Adrmral.

GoTThdg. Mil. Div. of the Miss., Nashville, Tenn.

Order of Lientenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Nary, to commanding officer at
mouth of Red Biver, to send assistance to the TJ. S. S. Eastport.

Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La., April 16, 186!^.

Sir : The Eastport is sunk below Grand Ecore and may be raised

if the Champion can be hurried up. I have sent orders previously

to hurry them both up, and the admiral has done the same. Please

use your utmost exertions to accomplish this.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenarvt-Commander, Commanding.

Commanding Naval Officer,
Mouth of Red River.

Order of Kear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Greer. TJ. S.

Navy, commanding V. S. S. Benton, to return to his station in the Mississippi

River.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La., April 16, 1864-

Sir: The admiral has directed me to write you as follows:

Get out of the river whilst there is a chance, and repair to his [your] old

quarters.

In accordance with the above, you will proceed to your station

in the Mississippi River, and report in writing to the admiral when
you shall have reached the Mississippi, and also when you shall have

reached your station.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer,
Commanding V. S. S. Benton, etc., Alexandria, La.

[Letter of same date and like tenor to Commander Robert Town-
send, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Essex to proceed to mouth
of Red River and take charge at that point,]
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letter from Major-General Banks, TT. S. Army, to lieutenant-Commander Self-

ridge, V. S. Navy, stating his intention of holding his position at Grand Eoore

wHle looking for reinforcements from Missouri.

HEADQirARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GuLF,
Grand Score, La., April 17, 186^.

Sir- I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-

municaiion of this date. On the 15th I had an interview with

Admiral Porter, in which our position was fully discussed, but I

did not know that he was to leave this post.

In reference to the operations of the army, I can only say at

present that we are here under instructions from the Government
to move upon Shreveport in cooperation with the forces of General

Steele. General Steele fails to cooperate with us as far as we can

learn, and thus far, renders us no assistance. I have sent to him
by the way of Little Kock to request of him to join us upon the line

of Eed River, where we can move forward in column against the

enemy. With the cooperation of his forces, our occupation of

Shreveport is certain and immediate. It is impossible to say at this

time whether we shall receive this cooperation or not. Until it is

ascertained definitely that this part of the plan of the Government
at Washington will fall through, and that my force is insufficient

to advance farther upon this line against the enemy, who appears to

be in full force, I shall entertain no thought of a retrograde move-
ment, certainly not if it leaves the navy in any danger. No such
purpose is contemplated now. I have sent for all the troops that
can be gathered from my own department to move to this point
immediately. I have also requested, as I have stated, the cooperation
of General Steele. Governor [Willard P.] Hall, of Missouri, who
is here, expresses great interest in the success of this campaign, and
will do all he can to send forces from Missouri, which he says can
be spared from that State. If this assistance fails, I can then, de-
termine Avhat course to pursue. Until then it is my purpose to main-
tain my position.

Had I known you to have been in command, or that Admiral
Porter was absent, I should have sought an interview with you upon
the subject embraced in your letter. In my interview with the ad-
miral, he expressed the utmost confidence in the rise of the river,
and did not speak of the withdrawal either of his vessels or the
troops. His last suggestion to me was, that it would be imprudent
for me to advance until the river should rise.

I will take an early occasion to explain to you in person my view
of the situation of our affairs.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

N. P. Banks,
Major-General, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Thomas O. Set.fridoe,

On Board TJ . S. S. Osage.
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Report of lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, TJ. S. Navy, regarding assistance
sent to the TJ. S. S. Louisville.

U. S. S. Osage,
GraTiA Ecore, Apnl 18, I864..

Sir : I have sent the Neosho below the bar. Learning of the Louis-
r,Ule being aground and in bad condition 15 miles below, I have
sent the Fort Hindman down to assist her, the Fort Iliridinan to
return as soon as the Louisville is off.

There is nothing new. I shall leave here when there is 5 feet

water on the bar.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Seij'ridge,

Lieutenant-Covfimcmder.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Five and one-half feet on bar this morning; water falling fast.

Would like orders to proceed direct to Alexandria. Saw General
Banks this morning. He said nothing about an attack.

Thos. O. Selfridge,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Order of lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer lieu-
tenant Johnston, V. S. Navy, coninianding TJ. S. S. Forest Rose.

U. S. S. Benton,
Mississippi River, April 18, I864.

Sir: Proceed to mouth of Black River, Louisiana, without delay
and report to Lieutenant-Commander Breese or the senior officer

present.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut.-Comdr., Comdg. Benton and Jfth Dist. Bliss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston,
Commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Brown, TJ. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S.

Ozark, of arrival at Alexandria.

U. S. S. Ozark,
Near the Falls (Alexandria) , April 19, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to report the safe arrival of the U. S. S.

Ozark at the falls. There is not water to go through at pre-sent.

We have had some trouble getting down, as we can not back to stop

the vessels in the river.

The Ivy broke her propeller on the way from the Eastport to this

vessel.

I picked up on my way down 23 bales cotton.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. W. Brown,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Morgan, TT. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Signal, to protect coal and
provision barges at Alexandria.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth of Bed River, April 19, [186^'].

Sir: You will proceed with your vessel to Alexandria, La., and
on your arrival take position to protect the coal and provision

barges at that place. Instruct your paymaster to receipt for the

provisions from the paymaster's clerk in charge and keep a guard
over it and the coal at all times. Report your arrival bj' letter to

the admiral if you do not find him there, and also that you have
mail for him.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-ComTnaiider, GommaTiding.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Edward Morgan,
Commanding Signal.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, II. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign Morong,
r. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Argosy, for special duty at Fort De Russy.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth of Red River, ApHl 20, [i,?(?.4].

Sir: You will proceed with the vessel under your command to

Fort de Russy, on Red River, and anchor in such a position in the

river that you may prevent the rebels from occupying any of the
deserted works. You will also give such protection as lies in your
power to loyal inhabitants and their property. There is a quantity
of railroad iron which it is desirable should be shipped out of the
river, and should you have a favorable opportunity, by empty barge
or otherwise, you will see that as much (or all of it) as can be taken
be sent to Captain Pennock at Cairo. You will destroy all skiffs,

flats, etc., above Black River.
You will keep yourself advised as best you can of rebel move-

ments and do your best to frustrate them. Communicate freely with
me at mouth of Black River by letter and with commanding naval
oiEcers at Alexandria by same means. Do not permit your officers

or men to be on shore on liberty, and bear in mind that the admiral's
general order requires you to keep your boats and men always under
cover of your guns. Should any persons present themselves with
proper permits to purchase cotton, you will permit them to do so,

keeping a good lookout that their vessel be not captured. They
should have a Treasury, aid on board. No supplies to be permitted to
land unless by permission of Admiral Porter or General Banks.
You can, at your discretion, move a few miles above or below the
fort, should you deem it proper, but at night you should always be
at your station.

You will find a coal barge sunk a few miles below Fort de Russy,
which, of course, it is desirable to save as much of as possible. The
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contrabands at the fort might be made use of advantageously that
way.

EespectfuUy, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Bkeese,
Lieutenant-Com7>iander, CoTmnanding.

Acting Ensign J. C. Morong, U. S. Navy.
Commanding Argosy.

Order of Lieutenant-Coinmandei» Breese, IT. S. Navy, to commanders of vessels oft

Alexandria, La., in case of attack.

[April, 1864.]

Immediately on an alarm of an attack upon the city, if at night,

a Coston signal will be burned, and upon its repetition fire will be
opened slowly by the gunboats, according to the proposed plan, and
rapidly if otherwise directed.

An officer from each vessel will be detailed to proceed at once to

the bank, to observe the fire, its effect, etc., hailing the vessel to give
the necessary alterations.

They will also be informed by the colonel commanding of the

result of fire, etc., which will be immediately given to their vessels,

and any change he may suggest will be followed.

On the first alarm Acting Master's Mate Woodruff, of this ship,

will report to Colonel Molineux for orders, and any instructions the
officers on the bank may receive from him will be immediately con-

veyed to their commanding officers.

Captains of vessels will arrange such signals with their officers on
shore that, in the event of the impossibility of hearing, the intelli-

gence may be conveyed.

Order of lieutenant-Commander Breese, XT. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lien-

tenant Gregory, U. S. Navy, commanding 1J. S. S. St. Clair, to proceed to Alex-
andria for its defense.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, April 20, 186h.

Sir: Proceed with your vessel without delay to Alexandria, and,

on your arrival, communicate with Captain Edward Morgan, who
will show you his instructions.

Eeport by letter your arrival to Admiral Porter, and take such

position in the river abreast of Alexandria as will be most expedient

in contributing to the defense of that place.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. B. Gregory,
Conwnanding St. Clair.
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Order of Lientenant-Conimander Breese, IT. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer lieu-

tenant Johnston, V. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Forest Rose, to proceed to

Alexandria.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, April 20, 186^.

Sir: Proceed to Alexandria with the vessel under your command,
deliver the stores, etc., that you have for the squadron, and when the

Kenwood arrives return to the mouth of Black River and report to

me unless you should find different instructions from Admiral
Porter, in which case you will report such to me.

Respectfully, etc.,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Gom/mander.

Captain J. V. Johnston,
Commanding Forest Rose.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, TJ. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant Johnston, IT. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Forest Rose.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Above Alexandria, La., April 21, 186^.

Sir : A Red River pilot has been ordered to report to you for duty
in bringing your vessel over the falls. After passing, come near this

vessel and report to me.
The pilot is directed to sound the falls at daylight, and you will

approach them to-night. Lose no time, if you can pass.

Very respectfully,

Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Commander, Senior Officer Present.

Commanding Ofeicer, U. S. S. Forest Rose,
Alexandria, La.

Report of Eear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, referring to operations since April
15, including attempts to save the IT. S. S. Eastport.

No. 106.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Crk^ket,
Below Grand Ecore, La., April 23, 1864.

Sir: In my last communication I informed you of the sinking of
the Eastport, [April 15], by a torpedo about 8 miles below Grand
Ecore. The moment I heard of it I went down to Alexandria and
sent a dispatch vessel for our two steam pump boats. One was
coming over the falls as I passed down, and the other fortunately
came in sight an hour afterwards. They were both sent up and set
to work to raise the sunken vessel. She was so much shattered in the
bottom that I almost despaired of effecting anything.
The same day that the boats arrived up. General Banks gave

orders^ for the army to prepare to move on to Alexandria, and as
Grand Ecore was only 4 miles from us by land, the chances were
that the rebels would mount numerous artillery on the bluffs close
at hand and prevent our working; nevertheless, we went to work
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and proceeded until the vessel was raised, the pumps working all the
time, and we unable to get at the leak. Lieutenant-Commander
Phelps worked with great perseverance, coolness, and patience under
these unpleasant circumstances. The same day the army moved, we
moved down with the Eastport with her own steam, and one steam
pump alongside of her, barely keeping her free and the leak not
discovered.

We started very fair and made in a few hours 20 miles down river,

having sent convoy to bring down the transports, which were taken
safely to Alexandria, but the Eastport got out of the channel, and it

seems impossible to move her ahead. Everything that man can do
has been done, and I shall persevere until attacked here, or until
falling water endangers other vessels. There will be but one course
for me to pursue, that is to perform the painful duty of destroying
the Eastport to prevent her falling into the enemy's hands. I have
no certainty of getting her down as far as Alexandria ; the water has
fallen too much to leave her here, with our army retreating to Alex-
andria, and with 25,000 rebels (if victorious) assailing us at every
point. We can fight them to the last. At this time the rebels are
following our army, and the artillery and musketry can be heard
quite distinctly. We do not know the result. Had the army held
Grand Ecore a fortnight, we would with certainty have saved the

vessel, and will do so now if we can find water to get her down.
She has .a great deal of water in her, which increases her draft and

makes her very heavy. The pumps can not get it all out, nor can
we find the place where she is injured.

The unfortunate issue of this expedition has thrown the gunboats
into a bad predicament. When I came up here the water was rising,

and all our vessels navigated the river to Grand Ecore with ease,

end with some of them I reached Springfield Landing, the place

designated by General Banks for the gunboats to meet the army.
My part was successfully accomplished. The failure of the army
to proceed, and the retreat back to Grand Ecore, left me almost at

the mercy of the enemy. Fortunately we got through without any
accident or serious disaster from the enemy's fire. I soon saw that

the army would go to Alexandria again and we would be left above

the bars in a helpless condition. I went to work immediately, to get

the heavy boats below, which I succeeded in doing by great exertions

on the part of the commanders. I kept the lighter draft vessels to

cover the army, if they should need it, and to take the transports

down safely, all of which was done.

The vessels are mostly at Alexandria, above the falls, excepting this

one, and two others I keep to protect the Eastport.

When the rebels heard we had arrived at Gra,nd Ecore, they com-

menced turning the source of water supply off into the lakes, which
would have been remedied had the army succeeded in getting to

Shreveport. I can not blame myself for coming up at the only

season when the water rises. All the rivers are full and rising, but

the Bed Eiver is falling at the rate of 2 inches a day, a most un-

usual occurrence, this river always being full until the middle of

June. Whether we will yet have a rise it would be impossible for

any one to foresee. It seems like an impossibility that we could be

caught in such a predicament in the time of rising water, but such

may be the case.
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If General Banks should determine to evacuate this country, the

funboats will be cut off from all communication with the Mississippi.

t can not be possible that the country would be willing to have
eight ironclads, three or four other gunboats, and many transports

sacrificed without an effort to save them. It would be the worst
thing that has happened this war.

I beg leave most respectfully to call your earnest attention to this

matter. I shall remonstrate with all the energy I am capable of

against being left here and have to destroy my vessels, and I hope,
sir, that you will see in the position wherein I am placed strong
reason for holding this country and reinforcing the army with
troops to do it with a certainty.

Two months are left yet in which to expect a rise, but many say
that it will not come, the wish, perhaps, being father to the thought.

It would be hard, indeed, after cooperating with the army, and
the navy performing successfully all that was required of it, to be
left in a position where we would have to surrender or blow up.
I will promise you the latter.

I have no hope of getting the Eastport down, though the com-
mander is still very sanguine. If we could get her within 40 miles
of Alexandria, we could save her, or if it rains there will be no
trouble at all. If the enemy bring on their heavy artillery, the
people on the steam pumps will not be able to work at all. With
the gunboats alone and untrammeled I should not be afraid of any
force the rebels could bring to bear upon us, being confident that
we could beat them off' if they came in strong force.

Whatever may happen I shall hope for the best, but consider it

my duty to anticipate events and run no risks of losing this squadron.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-AdTrdral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

letter from Lieutenant-Commander Breese, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Phelps, TT. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Eastport, regarding measures of
assistance for raising that vessel.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La., April 16, 186^,.

Dear Phelps: Your letter of yesterday has been received. The
CTmmpion is not here, and God only knows when she will [be]. I
sent orders all along to have her hurried up, and the moment she
gets here will immediately dispatch her to you.

I am very sorry at your accident, and trust the Champion will be
up in time to assist you. In the mean [time], should that be found
impossible, please let me know. There is but scant 4 feet on the
falls, but I can get her over, I think.

Yours, truly,

K. E. Brefjse,
Lieutenan;t-Commander.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,
Commiandiiu) Eastport.
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Wavy, referring to the sinking of the
tr. S. S. Eastport on the return from Orand Ecore to Alexandria and naming
vessels sent to Fort Pillow.

No. 105.] Mississippi Squadron, Flacshtp Black Hawk,
Of Alexandria, La., April 17, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to report my arrival at this point for a few
hours. I shall return to Grand Ecore in two hours. I had suc-
ceeded in getting all the large vessels over the bar at Grand Ecore,
and in a fair way of getting down as far as Alexandria, when I
heard the Eastport had sunk, 8 miles below. I sent down at once
and found it to be so. She was five hours sinking, said to be done
by a torpedo. She does not seem to be damaged much. I came down
for my steam pump boats ; have one alongside the Eastport already,
and take another up with me to-day. There will be trouble getting
her up if the river ever rises again ; the water comes as high as her
gun deck. Her guns and heavy articles have been taken off. I came
here and found trouble at Fort Pillow. The policy pursued in not
defending the strong posts where so much blood and treasure have
been expended will always cause these difficulties. I had two boats
up there, but the negro and invalid garrison were not strong enough
to do their part.

I have sent the Essex, Benton,, Choctaw, Lafayette, OvMchita, and
Avenger up to Fort Pillow to prevent any permanent landing there.

I sent an, expedition up the Washita [Ouachita] as far as Monroe,
which captured 3,000 bales of Confederate cotton, brought away
800 negroes, destroyed much rebel property. The expedition was
under Lieutenant-Commander Foster, and was particularly success-

ful. I am bringing up light-draft vessels to take the place of the

heavy boats during the low water. We have only 8 feet of water
between this and Grand Ecore and many lumps exist. This expedi-

tion and the failure of the army to advance have given me a great

deal of trouble, but I don't despair of getting out of it. It is only a
matter of want of water, and I can not think that this river would
fail to rise while all the others are booming.
Being constantly engaged in providing for the many curious cases

that are daily occurring, I hope you will excuse me for not making
fuller reports.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-A dmiral.

Hon. Gideon Weli.es,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, 11. S. Navy, regarding the return of his command
from Grand Ecore to Alexandria, including the destruction of the TJ. S. S.

Eastport, attack upon the vessels near Cane River, and narrow escape of the
V. S. S. Cricket.

No. 107.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Off Alesbandria, La., April 38, 1864-.

Sir : I had the honor to inform you in my communication No. 106,

of the sinking of the Eastport while proceeding down to Alexandria,
caused by the explosion of a torpedo under her bottom, and near
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her bow. On hearing this bad news I proceeded at once to the

vessel and found her sunk to the gun deck, the water over it on one

side. I saw that no time was to be lost, and went at once to Alex-

andria in hopes of finding one of our steam pump boats, then due.

Lieutenant-Commander Phelps had already sent a tug down for

the same purpose, and as I passed over the falls the pump boat

hove in sight and proceeded on up. An hour after, the other boat

came up, and I sent her up also, being confident that the Eastport

would now be raised.
. .

I had ordered all her guns taken out and all her ammunition trans-

ferred to other vessels, which was done by the time I reached her

again, forty-^ight hours after the pump boats went 'Up.

I was detained a day in Alexandria making a different disposition

of the vessels in the Mississippi, owing to the report of the capture

of Fort Pillow by the rebels. I sent some of the heavy ironclads

up there with orders to remain, and also changed the destination

of various vessels in the different rivers. When I returned to the

Eastport I found her in a fair way of being afloat, though all the

heavy steam pumps together did not do more than slightly decrease

the water. The leak had to be stopped by bulkheading. Lieutenant-

Commander Phelps went to work vigorously to endeavor to save

his vessel, and he was seconded by his officers and crew. I don't

think I ever witnessed harder work than was performed by the

officers and crew of the Eastport, and it seemed to be the determina-
tion of all on board that she should not fall into the hands of the

enemy, if it could be helped. I felt confident that the Eastport
would be saved if time permitted, but I had a faint idea that our
army were about to fall back on Alexandria, when it would become
necessary to destroy the Eastport or, perhaps, lose some other ves-

sels. On my arrival at Grand Ecore I found that preparations were
making to move the army in the direction of Alexandria, and I
ordered the large vessels at once below the bar, with orders to pro-
ceed slowly to Alexandria, keeping with me six of the lighter draft
vessels to cover the land forces and give protection to the transports.
The day after my return to Grand Ecore orders were issued for

the army to move to Alexandria. The Eastport was not yet afloat,

and I thought our chance of saving her very small unless we were
certain of having no enemy to annoy us after the army left.

On the 20th of April I went down to the Eastport again, and
after informing the commander how matters stood, we concluded
that it was necessary to run some risks if we wished to save the
vessel. She was now slightly resting on the bottom on one side, and
steam had been raised on her.

On the 21st she started in tow of the pump boat Champion No. 5,
and with the pumps of Champion No. 3 transferred to the Eastport
and connected with her boilers. This arrangement, with the addi-
tion of one or two syphon pumps, kept the water out of the fire
room and confined it to the bow.

I waited at a point 8 miles below Grand Ecore and sent up a
gunboat to convoy down all the transports that were left up, this
vessel bringing up the rear, towing a flat on which were all the
Eastporfs guns. On the first day the Eastport made 20 miles down
the river, but at 6 o'clock in the evening she grounded, from not
being in the channel, and the first of our difficulties commenced in
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getting her over the bars and other obstructions which abound in

this river. It would be impossible to give an adequate idea of the
difficulties of the navigation from the 21st of April up to the 26th,
the time when it was no longer considered possible to get the East-
port over the sand bars and logs, now increasing, unless time was
allowed to remove them, and the enemy were kept from annoying
us while we were at work.
The lieutenant-commander commanding the Eastport, S. L.

Phelps, had done all that man could do to save his vessel and felt

it to be a matter of pride to get her to Alexandria. She had
grounded eight times badly, and each time under circumstances
where it was very doubtful if she would come ofF, but the com-
mander's confidence never deserted him, and I could not help but
admire his coolness and faith in getting his vessel to Alexandria,
when I knew there were places to pass below with much less water
on them.

I determined that I would never leave this vessel to her fate as

long as the commander felt a hope of getting her down. He worked
with almost superhuman efforts to accomplish the object in view,

sleeping apparently neither night nor day. Everybody worked and
went through privations of all kinds, and I must say that, mentally,

I never went through so much anxiety in my life.

On the sixth day of this labor of hauling the Eastport over the
bars and after congratulating ourselves that we had passed every
impediment, orders were given to fill up with fence rails for fuel

and we started downstream, with the expectation of making at least

30 miles that day. The vessel had already been brought 60 miles

on her way and 60 more would bring her within our lines.

The army, though, were 60 miles ahead of us and the report was
that the rebels were following in their rear, also opposing them in

front, and we might naturally expect when the army arrived safely

in Alexandria that the whole power of the enemy would be directed

to cutting off my small force of three light-drafts and the Eastport
without any guns. Indeed, we had already received notice that such
were their intentions.

On April 25, I made signal to proceed downstream, and had
scarcely started before the Eastport was hard aground, and this

time in a position where even the commander's hopes of relieving

her failed. The difficulty here was a want of water, and the bed of
the river was filled with logs, over which it would be impossible to

get the vessel unless we had the time. We tried to lighten her by
removing her iron plating, but this we found to be a labor beyond
our power. The plates could not be removed in a short time, and
that plan was abandoned at once.

I had determined to remain by the Eastport until she was safe

within our lines or blown up, to prevent her falling into the hands
of the enemy. On two occasions I had given the commander pre-

paratory instructions relative to her destruction, thinking her time
had come, but still hopeful and persistent he stuck to the work, and
deserved to have met with greater success.

Every effort was made to get the Eastport off from what proved
to be her final resting place. The gunboat Fort Hindman (whose
commander has worked to save the Eastport with a zeal I never saw
surpassed) succeeded with her steam capstan in moving her bow,
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but only enough to get into a worse position right across the channel,

with a bed of logs under her, and from that place it seemed that no
human power could move her.

The commander haA'ing admitted there seemed no hope of getting
her off unless we had time and our rear protected, I gave the order
to destroy her.

One ton of powder was placed in her in various positions, she was
filled with such combustibles as we could procure, and at 1 : 45 p. m.,
April 26, the Eastport was blown up, Lieutenant-Commander Phelps
applying the match and being the last one to leave the veasel. He had
barelj' time to reach the boat when the Eastport blew up, covering the
boat with fragments of wood. Seven different explosions followed,
and then the flames burst forth in every direction. The vessel was
completely destroyed, as perfect a wreck as ever was made by powder.
She remains a troublesome obstruction to block up the channel for
some time to come.
All stores, etc., were removed and such parts of the machinery as

could be made available by the rebels.

There Avas nothing but the iron plates left behind, which finally

fell inside the hull; some fell outboard, as the fire burned away the
wood to which they were attached, and will soon disappear under
the sands.

I would have brought away every piece of iron had I not been
warned that I had overstayed my time.

Gangs of giierrillas began to hover on the left bank of the river,

and just previous to blowing up the Eastport we were attacked by
a heavy force on the right bank. This vessel was lying tied to the
bank, and I was backing out from the Eastport in the Hindman to
give the former a chance to blow up without injurj^ to anyone; the
rebels selected this moment to make their attack, and, rising sud-
denly from the bank, opened on our little squadron with 1,200 mus-
kets and then made a rush to board the Cricket. The enemy, how-
ever, were properly met and repelled, and the Cricket, dropping out
from the bank, opened on them with grape and canister, and, with a
heavy cross fire from the two other vessels, the rebels were routed in
five minutes. After this we blew the Eastport up and proceeded
down the river.

We were not molested until we had gone about 20 miles, at a
point above Cane River, when rounding the point, the vessels in
close order and ready for action, we descried a party of the enemy
with artillery on the right bank, and we immediately opened fire
with our bow guns. The enemy immediately returned it with a
large number of cannon—18 in all—every shot of which struck this
vessel.

The captain (Acting Master H. H. Gorringe) gave orders to stop
the engines for the purpose of fighting the battery, and covering the
boats astern. I corrected this mistake and got headway on the ves-
sel again, but not soon enough to avoid the pelting shower of shot
and shell which the enemy poured into us—every shot going through
and through us, clearing all our decks in a moment. Finding the
guns not firing rapidly, I stepped en the gun deck to see what was
the matter. As I stepped down, the after gun was struck with a
shell and disabled, and every man at the gun killed or wounded.
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At the same moment the crew from the forward gun was swept
away by a shell exploding, and the men were wounded in the fire-

room, leaving only one man to fire up. I made up a gun's crew from
the contrabands, who fought the gun to the last moment. Finding
that the engine did not move, I went into the engine room, and
found the chief engineer killed, whose place Was soon supplied by
an assistant. I then went to the pilot house and found that a shot

had gone through it and wounded one of the pilots. I took charge
of the vessel, and as the battery was a very heavy one I determined
to pass it, which was done under the heaviest fire I ever witnessed.

I attempted to turn her head upstream to attack with our two bow
guns, the only guns left, but as this was impracticable I let her drift

down around the point and shelled the enemy's batteries in the rear.

This disturbed them for a moment and enabled the light-draft

Juliet and pump boat Ghanvpion (lashed together) to escape from
under the bank where they had drifted. The Juliet had her steam
pipe cut and became disabled, having drifted clear from under the

guns of the enemy and close in to the bank, where the guns could not
be depressed to reach them, and from whence the Chamjnon towed
her in safety when the Hi-ndman opened her batteries and this vessel

was firing into the rear of the enemy's batteries. Seeing that the
Ilindman did not pass the batteries, the Juliet disabled, and that one
of the pump boats had her boiler exploded by a shot, I ran down to

a point three or four miles below, where I had ordered two iron-

clads to be ready to meet me in case of emergency. Unfortunately,
I ran on shore a short time after passing the batteries, and remained
there three hours ; took fire in the meantime from the explosion of
.'iome cartridges, the box containing which had been struck by the

enemy's shot.

It was after dark when I reached the appointed place, where I

found the Osage lying opposite a field battery of the enemy, which
they had been shelling throughout the day. The Lexington had
been hard at work at them, and had been hulled 15 times, with only

one man killed. The firing above had ceased, and as the channel
was very intricate, I could not send her up to the assistance of the

vessels without danger of her getting aground. I knew that they

were all above the batteries, and was in hopes the Hindman had
silenced them. Lieutenant-Commander Phelps had two vessels in

charge, the Juliet and Ghamvion, which he wished to get through
safely. He kept them out of range until he could partially repair

the Juliet, and then starting under a heavy fire he made a push by.

Unfortunately, the pump boat was disabled and set fire to and
burned up. The Hindman had her wheel ropes cut away and drifted

past, turning around and around, and getting well cut up in going
by. The Juliet was cut to pieces in hull and machinery; had 15

liilled and wounded. Four miles below they met the Neosho going

up, too late to cover them. Had she arrived in time she could likely

have cleared out the batteries ; at least diverted the fire of them until

the passage of the boats. I enclose the report of Lieutenant-Com-

mander Phelps from the time of his first misfortune until his arrival

at this place, where I now am with all the fleet, having lost none of

the gunboats, but very much surprised that I have any left, consider-

ing all the difficulties encountered.
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When the rebels had followed our army to the point where they

could effect no more, all their attention was turned to the little

squadron I had escorting the Eastport.
Every man and gun was brought to the river, and we had to con-

tend against such odds that it seemed impossible to escape destruc-

tion or very severe handling. No vessels were ever better fought,

and none of this class (mere thread paper vessels) were ever under
so hot a fire. In five minutes the Cricket was struck 38 times with
solid shot and shell, with a loss of 25 killed and wounded, half her
crew. The Juliet about the same, with 15 killed and wounded. The
IJindrrMn lost 3 killed and 4 or 5 wounded. I may have lacked

judgment in not blowing the Eastport up sooner, when I found that

we were a secondary consideration to the army, but as I had stayed

behind myself to see the last transport through safely, I could not
do less with one of my own vessels.

I was unable to keep up communication with the army, as the

means of communication were with them, and as they marched
along faster than I calculated (40 miles in one day, when I supposed
they would only go 20), I was more in their rear than I should have
been. This arose from my desire to save the Eastport, and hoping
that some signal success on the part of the army (which I felt con-
fident was able to whip all the rebels in this part of the country)
would dispose of the enemy altogether.

From the beginning of this expedition up to the present time the
officers and men of this squadron have worked with superhuman zeal
and overcome difficulties which seemed insurmountable.
The success of the expedition depended entirely on the success of

the navy in getting the transports safely to an appointed place,

Springfield Landing, which would have put us in communication
with the army, and then in possession of all their material of war.
This we accomplished, and when the army returned unexpectedly,
we fought our way back again without a loss of any kind (excepting
men), inflicting a loss of 500 men on the enemy, killed their best
general (Green) and a number of his officers. On our way down to
Alexandria obstacles were overcome enough to appall the stoutest
heart. Guns had to be taken out of vessels, and they jumped over
sand bars and logs, and the squadron arrived here in time to prevent
any attack on our reserve stores.

The difficulty about water is a most unusual one, and we must cer-
tainly have a rise of the few feet we want before the end of the season

;

all the rivers are booming at this time, and it should be so here. I
am no more responsible for the failure of water here than I would be
if the Mississippi went dry at this season, a thing that never hap-
pened yet. I came up here with the river on the rise, and water
enough for our largest vessels, and even on my way up to Shreveport
from Grand Ecore the water rose, while it commenced falling where
I left the largest gunboats. Falling or not, I could not go back while
in charge of the transports and the material on which an army of
30.000 men depended; nothing would justify me in doing so. I have
still confidence in a good Providence, which I am sure will not desert
us, and confidence that the nation will not permit this fleet to be
sacrificed, when it has so well performed its part in what should have
been a complete success.
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In conclusion, I beg leave to mention the brave, cool, and zealous
manner in which Lieutenant-Commander Phelps worked to get his

vessel out of her difficulties, never losing his faith for a single

moment. Also the handsome manner in which he brought the two
fragile gunboats past those heavy batteries, cheating the enemy of
the prize they had promised themselves.
To Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Pearce, commanding the

Fort Hindman^ great praise is due for the efforts he made, night and
day, to get the Eastport off, Avorking his officers and men until they
could hardly stand.

Acting Master George W. Rogers, of the Pittshurg, deserves great
credit for the manner in which he worked at the bulkheads of the
Easiport up to his middle in water for eight days. To him was
entrusted the duty of stopping the leak, which he fairly accomplished
under the most trying circumstances.

Acting Master J. S. Watson defended his vessel in the most gallant

manner, and never was a vessel more cut up.
Where all do their duty it is hard to discriminate, but when the

record of this expedition is overhauled the names of Commander E.
Townsend, commanding Essex; Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,

commanding Eastport; Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith, com-
manding ChUlicothe (temporarily) ; Lieutenant-Commander K. R.
Breese, commanding Black Hawk; Lieutenant-Commander J. P.

Foster, commanding Lafayette; Lieutenant-Commander J. A. Greer,

commanding' Benton; Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen, com-
manding Louisville; Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Mitchell, cdm-
manding Carondelet; Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay,
commanding Choctaw; Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge,

commanding Osage; Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson, com-
manding Ouachita; Ijieutenant Commanding George M. Bache,

commanding Lexington; Lieutenant Commanding S. W. Terry,

commanding Benefit (naval transport) ; Acting Volunteer Lieuten-

ant W. R. Hoel, commanding Pittsiurg; Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Samuel Howard, commanding Neosho; Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant George W. Brown, commanding Ozark; Acting Volun-
teer Lieutenant A. R. Langthorne, commanding Mound City; Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant John Pearce, commanding Fort Hindman;
Acting Master H. H. Gorringe, commanding Cricket; Acting Master

J. S. Watson, commanding JvMet; Acting Master Charles Thatcher,

commanding Gazelle; should stand prominent, having zealously per-

formed everything required of them with an ability deserving of the

highest praise.

I deem it necessary to send you a bearer of dispatches, who will

explain to you fully the condition of the fleet.

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poktek,
Rear-Adrmral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy^ Washington^ D, C,
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, TJ. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. East-

port, regarding the efforts to save and the final destruction of that vesseL

U. S. Gtjnboat Fort Hindman,
Alexandria, La., April 08, 1864.

Sir: In obedience to your order I left Grand Ecore on the 14th

instant with the Eastport and proceeded down Red River.

One mile below grounded on a bar and did not get over until the

15th instant, when I continued downstream some 8 miles, where the

vessel received a severe shock forward and began to fill rapidly with
water in that part of her.

I ordered the vessel to be run into shoal water, started the steam
syphon and other pumps, and set all hands to pumping and bailing

water out of her.

Within the first hour after the accident the gunboat Lexington
and towboat B came alongside and assisted with syphon and other

pumps.
Having filled with water forward, the ship was slow in sinking

further, and was not entirely down until five hours after the acci-

dent; but the pumps made no impression whatever on the water
forward, where the leak was, the numerous bulkheads in the hold
alone preventing vessel from sinking as quickly by the stern as it

had done by head.
At the time of the accident the vessel was drifting over shoal

water* (1 foot more than her draft), the wheels not turning, and the
headway scarcely more than the current. The shock forward threw
the leadsman from; his balance, and he was near falling overboard,
while in my cabin aft I scarcely felt it, and only noticed it as a
peculiar trembling sensation. We had already burst three of the
enemy's torpedoes in the vicinity, two of them by small boats, neither
of which were injured by the explosion, and in neither case was
there much, if any, report.

The Eastport was of great strength in her bottom, and it is im-
possible that she should have been so torn by drifting upon snags.
The severe character of the blow at the injured extremity and its

slight character elsewhere, together with the fact of her headway not
having been checked, nor the direction of her course altered, are
proofs that it must have been one of the small torpedoes that did the
damage. After raising her we had additional proof in the shattered
condition of the bottom.
On the 16th I proceeded to lighten ship, as directed by you, taking

off her battery, etc., and on the I7th the steamer Champion No. 5
arrived with two pumps of 20-inch and 10-inch diameter, which
gradually gained upon the water. On the 19th the steamer New
Champion reached us with similar pumps and also began pumping
out the water. It would be tedious to detail the incessant toil of the
people of my vessel day and night, assisted by parties from other
vessels in the squadron, which resulted in getting the Eastport afloat
on the 21st, when fires were started in the furnaces and one of the
pumps was transferred from the New Champion and placed upon
the forecastle, where it was worked by steam from our boilers, which
enabled us to dispense with the services of that vessel. The same day
we started down the river slowly. The carpenters of the different
ships were at work day and night in efforts to confine and stop the
leak.
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The 22d was passed in getting the ship over a bar on which she
had grounded the evening previous, and in which we were assisted
by three steamers with their capstans. Four or five miles farther
down we again grounded and spent the day and night in getting over
the bar, and had then a run of but 2 miles before we were again fast
upon sunken logs on a bar. At Montgomery, [La.], nearly two
days—during which time we were on both logs and rocks—were
spent in getting a distance of 3 miles, where we finally grounded
upon logs.

Careful soundings taken by experienced pilots made it apparent
that it was a hopeless labor we were engaged in, and that we could
not get the ship below where she was lying. For the first time hope
left me. The river was falling steadily and the pilots reported too
little water for her draft on the bars below. My crew was worn
out by labor beyond its power of endurance, many had sickened
during the interval from the time of the disaster to the morning of
26th, when, after vain efforts to get the vessel off the logs on which
she had been lying all night, you gave me the order to destroy her
and transfer the people to the Fort Hindman temporarily. I took
off CA'erything movable and of value and then placed a prepared
can and 8 barrels of powder under the foot of her forward casemate,

Avhich an operator attempted to explode by electricity. Failiiig in

his attempts, a similar amount of powder was placed in her stern

and other barrels of powder were put about her machinery, so as

effectually tb destroy her, and trains were laid fore and aft the vessel,

which, on being ignited, rapidly spread fire throughout her, exploding
the different mines in quick succession, utterly destroying her.

These are facts which it is an official duty to report to you,

although you were a witness of nearly the whole, yourself directing

the measures adopted, first to save the vessel and then to destroy her.

The command of the East-port has been to me a source of great

pride, and I could not but deplore the necessity for destroying her.

The act has been the most painful one experienced by me in my
official career. She was the finest vessel of your squadron and one

of the best possessed by the Government. Your order to me to pro-

ceed to destroy her, in which you commend the zeal displayed by
myself and the crew in our efforts to save her, not only relieved me
from all responsibility, but was also grateful to my feelings, both

as a man and officer. I desire further to express to you my grateful

sense of your forbearance in ordering the destruction of the vessel,

when yourself convinced of the impossibility of saving her, yielding

your judgment to my natural anxiety to exhaust every means that

seemed to offer a hope of success. I fear that your forbearance led

to greater risks both for your squadron and yourself than even the

saving of the Eastport would justify. This consciousness added
largely to my anxiety for your safety when separated from you by
the accidents of the action which took place on the evening after

her destruction, when I had every reason to apprehend the worst.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Pokter, U. S. Navy,
CoTnmwnding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Lieutenant-CommandeT Selfridge, V. S. Navy, regarding engagement
with Confederate batteries at Deloach's Bluff, Red River, April 26.

U. S. S. OsAGE,
Above Alexandria, May 3, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to present the following detailed report of

the part this vessel took in the action with the rebel battery at

Deloach's Rocks on Tuesday, April 26.

At the time confined to the cabin by sickness, I have relied upon
the careful statements of the officers who witnessed it.

The Osage landed at this point for the purpose of procuring wood.
Upon casting off, the pilot backed her aground. We were compelled
to earry out a line to the Lexington, which lay in the opposite shore.

At 11.40 a. m., just as our head commenced to swing off, the enemy
opened a fire from four pieces and musketry. Fearing we might
again go ashore, being quite unmanageable in the eddy currents

that make around this point of rocks, I ordered the anchor let go.

We returned the enemy's fire immediately with grape and shrap-
nel. From the fact that we were lying under the crest of a high
hill, our fire at first did not seem as effective as we could have
wished.
The Lexington, at which the rebels directed principally their fire,

having dropped down the river, they shifted two of their guns to

bear more directly upon us. This brought them more exposed to

our fire, and two or three well-directed rounds made them limber
up and clear out.

While I have no idea of the rebel loss, they were distinctly seen to

remove one of their guns by hand, another with only two horses,

assisted by hand.
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Seli'ridge,

Lieutenant-Govmnand/eT.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Cotmnanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Master Pease, V. S. Navy, regarding engagement at Deloach's
Bluff, April 26.

U. S. S. Osage, April 37, 1864.
Sir: I regret having to report that while lying under the bluff

at Deroach's [Deloach's] Rocks yesterday at 10:50 a. m., Sidney
Osborne, quarter gunner, while on the bank on picket, was shot in
the neck by a rebel and severely wounded. Acting Ensign Hubbell
and Actmg Master's Mate B. C. Wheeler, with 12 men, at once volun-
teered to brmg him on board. They deserve much credit in the
manner in which they charged the hill under heavy musket fire of
the enemy and succeeded in bringing Osborne on board without re-
ceiving any injury. At 11 : 30 the enemy opened fire with four
pieces of artillery and kept up a sharp fire for forty minutes. We
returned fire with 9 Xl-inch shrapnel, 1 5-second shell, 2 stands
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grape, and 1 canister ; 12 : 20 ceased firing. We sustained no injury
during the engagement.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. S. Pease,
Acting Master and Executive O^cer.

Lieutenant-Commander Thomas O. Selfeidge, U. S. Navy,
Convmanding U. S. S, Osage.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, 11. S. Navy, late commanding TI. S. S.

Eastport, regarding engagement with Confederate batteries near the junction
of Cane and Bed Rivers, April 26-27, 1864.

U. S. Gunboat Fort Hindman,
Alexandria, La., April 28, 1864-

Sir: I have the honor to report that I arrived here this morning
with the Fort Hindman and Juliet.

After the destruction of the Eastport near Montgomery, [La.], on
this river [Red], on the 26th instant, I transferred the officers and
crew of that vessel to the Fort Hindman in obedience to your order,

and started down the river in company with the Cricket, bearing
your flag, the gunboat Juliet, and the two stearhers Champion.
When the enemy's batteries opened upon you, 5 miles above the

mouth of Cane River, the Fort Hindman was prevented from render-
ing effective assistance by her fire, owing to the confusion into which
the other vessels were thrown, getting athwart the river between us
and the enemy. You passed around the point out of our sight,

followed by a rapid fire about the time the New Champion was
blown up by a shot in her boilers and the Juliet disabled by one in

her machinery, while the Charrvpion No. 5 had a bad shot in the
head of her rudder. The first drifted down enveloped in steam and
lodged against the shore where the enemy was. The other two
were for a time exposed in broadside to a terrific fire. The Juiiet

was in tow of the Champion, whose pilot had abandoned the wheel-
house, and the crew below had cut all the hawsers fastening the two
vessels together, save one, which Captain Watson prevented their

cutting. A second-class pilot named Maitland, belonging to the
Juliet, at this juncture, with great bravery and presence of mind,
sprang into the pilot house of the Champion, headed her upstream
and towed the Juliet out of fire by the one remaining line. I had
early discovered the disabled condition of the Juliet, and dropped
down below her to draw off the fire of the batteries and cover her
retreat. When she had passed out of effective range the fire of the
enemy's guns materially slackened, and I turned about and followed
her a short distance up the river, almost entirely unmolested, and
remained at the bank in sight of the enemy through the night, which
v/as spent by us in repairing the disabled boats and making prepara-
tions for engaging and passing the batteries in the morning.
The numerous guns the enemy had in position, and the number of

sharpshooters lining the bank, would seem to have made it more
prudent to have run the fire during the night. We were able only
partially to repair the Juliet, whose steering apparatus was crippled
and steam pipes cut. The latter, it was found on examination, could

102008°—N w B—VQL 26—13 6
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be repaired by 10 o'clock the next day, the former not at all with

the means at our disposal. We had therefore to tow her. The
Champion's rudder could also be temporarily repaired, enabling her

to run the river. In addition, it was uncertain whether the channel

was wide enough to admit of the passage of two boats abreast by

the New Chamfion^ which the rebels had secured, and which it was
not improbable they might sink across the channel with a view of

obstructing the river. The hope of saving the Champion No. 5, and

the determination to bring the Jidiet through, with the above con-

siderations, induced me to adopt the plan of passing the batteries

by daylight, when I could see the difficulties of the navigation. As
for the Champion No. 5, she was as well enabled to endure the fire

as are the tinclads. I therefore made her people go on board to

bring her through.
Occasionally during the night I fired shell at the New Champion

to disturb the enemy, should he be attempting to sink her across the

channel. At daylight no signs of the enemy could be discovered,

save occasional rifle shots at our men Avho were engaged work-

ing about the vessels.

Before noon all repairs were made and we headed down for the

batteries, but had not proceeded far before the Juliet was snagged in

the bow and we were forced to return and stop the leak. Having
accomplished this, we again turned downstream, shelling the place

where we felt convinced the enemy were lying concealed by the

woods. 'When within 500 yards, he suddenly opened on us with a

numerous battery. A shot passed through the Fort Hindnvan^s
pilot house, partially disabling her wheel and carrying away her

tiller rope. This rendered the vessels unmanageable and we drifted

through the fire, striking the bow and stern alternately upon the

shore, but happily clearing the New Champion. This inability to

give direction to the vessel rendered our fire less effective than it

would otherwise have been, and the Champion No. 5, in following
us, consequently suffered more severely than was anticipated.

After passing the batteries she was disabled and drifted upon the
opposite shore, when her people escaped, and those who have since

come in, report that she was on fire in the hold when they abandoned
her. It had been my purpose to destroy the New Champion in pass-
ing her, as well as the other Champion., in case she should fail to
pass through the fire in safety, but the loss of our tiller ropes frus-

trated this plan.

The fire of the enemy's sharpshooters was incessant and very an-
noying for several miles below the batteries. The Juliet received a
shot in her port cylinder and was otherwise much injured. A shot
pased through the magazine of the Fort Him,dinan penetrating a
barrel of powder and killing a man. Except being considerably torn
in her upper works and several times hulled, the vessel was not ma-
terially damaged and the loss of life was singularly small.

I regret to report that Acting Ensign S. Pool was killed. He was
attached to the Eastport.

I refer you to the reports of the captains of the two vessels for
the other casualties.

We fell in with the Neosho, which vessel you dispatched to our
assistance, about 12 miles below the batteries.
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I deem it proper to mention that Acting Ensign Lee appeared to

be the only efficient line officer on board the Fort Hindman.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Pearce, commanding her, received

splinter wounds in the head while managing his vessel in the pilot

house, sustaining his reputation for a brave and efficient officer.

Acting Master Watson, commanding Juliet, is particularly to be
commended for his energetic efforts in saving his vessel, and the
good use he made of his guns under difficulties.

The conduct of all the officers and men of the Eastport was such
as to make it impossible for me to distinguish any one particularly

by name without doing injustice to the others.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. PlIELPS,

Lieutetiant-Cotninander.

Bear-Admiral David D. Portee, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Master Watson, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Juliet, regard-
ing the engagement with Confederate batteries in Red River, April 26-27, 1864.

U. S. S. Juliet,
Mississippi River, May 1, 1864-

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part

taken by this vessel when attacked by rebel batteries in passing down
the Red Eiver on the 26th and 27th ultimo.

On the 26th, at 10 a. m., hauled in to the bank for the purpose of

wooding. At 10 : 30 the enemy attacked us from the opposite bank
with a large force with musketry. Most of our men being ashore at

the time, we could muster only 2 officers and about 20 men all told.

With these we manned our port battery and kept up a sharp fire of

shrapnel and cani-ster until 11 : 25 a. m., when the enemy retreated and
our men were able to come on board. At 3 : 40 p. m. started down the

river with Champion No. 6 fast alongside, in company with Cricket,

Fort Tlindman, and New Champion. At 4 : 1.5 p. m., when opposite

Point Pleasant, a rebel battery opened fire upon us. We immediately

engaged them with our two bow and starboard broadside guns. The
New Champion, being ahead of us, commenced backing and backed
into our bows, carrying away our bitts, guards, housing, jackstaff,

and everjiihing forward. When in this position, our steam pipe and
tiller ropes were shot away, and the decks were filled with steam.

As soon as it passed off, and I was able to look around me, I found

the Champion No. 5 had turned us head upstream, that her pilot and
captain had abandoned her pilot house, that an attempt was made
to cast us adrift, and that we were drifting down under the batteries

of the enemy, who were pouring a constant fire into us.

One of my pilots, Mr. Maitland, having had our wheel shot out

of his hands, jumped on board Champion No. 5 and took charge of

her wheel. We finally succeeded in getting a line fast to the Cham-
pion, who towed us up river out of the range of the batteries. We ran

m alongside the bank on the opposite side and made fast. The Fort

Tlindman, seeing us disabled, turned around and came to our assist-

ance and ran in alongside of us. During the night all hands repair-
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ing steam pipe, wheel and tiller ropes, and making other preparations

to run the batteries on the following morning.
At 9 a. m. on the 27th, we having made fast to Fort Hindman, cast

from the bank and started down the river. At 9 : 30 a. m. we engaged
the batteries. When within a half mile of the batteries we struck a

snag and stove a hole in our port bow below the water line. As we
were taking in water rapidly, preparations were made to burn the

A essel should it be necessary to abandon her. By order of Lieuten-

ant-Commander Phelps, both vessels were again headed upstream,

and as we soon had the leak under control, we once more headed
downstream. In passing the batteries we received and returned a

constant heavy fire, which lasted from twenty to thirty minutes.

We received a number of shot and shell in our upper works, which
were completely riddled. Two struck our hull, disabling our rud-

der. One also struck our port crank, cutting it off, thereby knocking
out both cylinder heads and totally disabling the port engine.

I can not say too much in praise of my crew for their gallant con-

duct and implicit obedience to my orders on the trying occasion, par-

ticularly that of my two pilots, Messrs. Jordan and Maitland; also

my executive, Mr. Neil, acting ensign, James O'Neil, third assistant

engineer, and Alonzo W. Kent, quartermaster.
The casualties were as follows: 2 killed, 13 wounded, and 1 miss-

ing. Enclosed I forward surgeon's report; also report of ammu-
nition expended.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. S. Watsox,
Acting Master.

Eear-Admiral David D. Poei'er,

C'onwnanding Mississippi Squaxlron.

[Enclosures.]

Report of ammwnition expended on V. S. S. Juliet, April 26 and 21.

April 26.—Shrapnel 38, shell 8, canister 6.

April ^7.—Shrapnel 63, shell 2.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

J. S. Watson,
Acting Master.

TJ. S. S. Juliet.
Ojf A lexandria. La., April 39, JSGi.

Sir: I have to report the following casualties resulting from the
engagement of April 26.

Killed.—Eobert Higgins (contraband), coal heaver, shrapnel.
Wounded.—Tl-vomdiS Dunn, fireman, left ankle; seriously. John

Quinn, boy, right leg; seriously. Henry Harris, declrhand, privates
and left groin ; seriously. Lloyd Woodyard, ordinary seaman, hand

:

severely. Gus Pasgo, ordinary seaman, hand; severely. Green
Deason, landsman, hand ; slightly. Isaac Adams, ordinary seaman,
hand

; slightly, Edward P. Slade, landsman, fracture arm ; seriously.
Alonzo W. Kent, quartermaster, back; slightly. Charles Applebv.
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seaman, hand ; slightly. Harry Harmon, coal heaver, thigh ; severely.
Porter Hunter, boy, hand; slightly. Total, 1 killed, 12 wounded.

Respectfully, etc,

Geo. O. Allex,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, V. S. Navy.

J. Stotighton Watson,
Acting Master, Commanding.

TJ. S. S. JULEET,

0-ff Alexandria, La., April 29, 1864.

SiK : I have to report the following casualties resulting from the
engagement of April 27.

Kuled.—Jam.es R. Wales, master at arms, shell.

Wounded.—A. M. Jordan, pilot, head; severely. Ben Lewis, boy,
shoulder; seriously.

Respectfully, etc, Geo. O. Allen,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

J. Stoughton Watson,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Pearoe, TI. S. Wavy, commanding V. S. S.

Fort Hindman, regarding engagement with Confederate batteries April 86, 27,
1864.

U. S. S. FoET Hindman,
Of Alexandria, La., April 30, IS64..

Sir : I have the honor to report that during the engagement with
the rebel batteries between Montgomery, La., and this place, on the
evening of the 26th and morning of the 27th instant, we were struck
19 times with 12 and 24 pound shot, losing in the first engagement 1

officer and 1 man, viz, Acting Ensign S. Pool, late of the U. S. S.

Eastport, and Joseph Scott, ordinary seaman (colored). There were
no casualties on the 27th.

One 12-pound shot penetrated the hull of the vessel at the water
line; another of the same size passed through the hull at the stem,
penetrating the magazine, breaking several barrels of powder; two
24-pound shot passed through and through the pilot house, cutting

the tiller ropes and carrying away a portion of the wheel. The re-

maining number penetrated our casemates and upper works; one
shot narrowly missed the steam pipe.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Pearce,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenaait, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Extract from the log of the TT. S. S. Cricket, Acting Kaster H. H. Oorringe, com-
manding.

April 20, I86J1..—12 to 4 a. m. : Mustered watch and stationed senti-

nels. 1 a. m. the Juliet came up the river. G : 30 admiral left vessel
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in gig; 7:45 he returned on board. 9 weighed anchor and made
fast to the bank. Commenced making preparations to blow the

Eastfort up. 10 : 30 the rebels fired several volleys of musketry and
attempted to board us, but did not succeed. We opened on them
with shrapnel and canister. 11 : 30 ceased firing. 2 : 10 p. m. blew
IT. S. S. Eastport up. 3:20 admiral returned on board vessel.

Piped dinner, cast loose, and steamed down the river. 5 : 15 arrived
at the mouth of Cane Kiver, where we were engaged by rebel artillery

and infantry, and boat considerably, though not seriously damaged.
Had 6 killed and 5 wounded. The Fort Jlindman^ Juliet, and trans-

ports Chamfions No. 3 and No. 5 remained above the battery.

Note.—Came in sight of rebel artillery ; opened fire on them, which
they answered with 18 pieces of cannon (12 and 24 pounders) and
300 sharpshooters. We then ran past the battery and were struck
38 times with cannon while doing so, killing 8 and wounding 7
seriously. We disabled one of their pieces, and information has
since been received from a captured prisoner, who was there, that
we inflicted heavy damages in killed and wounded among the sharp-
shooters, as nearly all of our shrapnel burst in their midst. The
transports Chamfion No. 3 and No. 5 being disabled, the gunboats
Fort Ilindman and Juliet had to go above the battery out of range
with them.

6 to 8 p. m., vessel run aground. 7:15 powder on spar deck ex-
ploded and ship took fire; but the fire was soon extinguished and
ammunition on spar deck thrown overboard. 0:30 [7:30?] got off

ground and proceeded down the river. 9:30 hove in sight of the
Osage. 10 passed the Garondelet and made fast astern of tlie

Lexington.

Heport of lieutenant-Commander Phelps, TI. S. Navy, transmitting report of
casualties to late crew of the U. S. S. Eastport, April 26, 1864.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Hawk, April 30, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose the report of the surgeon of the
Eastport of the killed and wounded belonging to that vessel in the
action of the 26th instant.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Com/inander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
GoTmrmnding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Fort Hindman, April 28, I864.
Sir : I have the honor to report the killed and wounded, formerlv

of the V.S.S. Eastport:
^

Silvester Pool, acting ensign, killed; Louis Gillespie, seaman,
wounded in the shoulder and head ; L. W. Strong, seaman, woundedm the head.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

1 M. L. Gerould,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps.
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Report of Kear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, transmitting report of Pilot Maitland,
in charge of steamer Champion No. 5, April 27, 1864.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 26, 186^.

Sir: I enclose a report from Pilot William Maitland, who lately
escaped from the rebels.

He was the pilot who volunteered to take the Champion No. 5
(pump boat) past the batteries up Red River. His report grives an
account of the fata of the Champion and also an accounf of the
lamentable fate of those on board, and though the news is painful
to the friends of the parties who were on the boat, it is as well that
they should know the worst.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Pobtek,
Rear-Admirdl.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of tJie Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

Mound City, June 35, 186^.

Sir: On the morning of the 27th of April I volunteered my
services to pilot the steamer Champion No. 5 by the rebel batteries in

company with the gunboats Fort Ilindman and Juliet, all of which
had failed to get past them the night previous. We started at about
8 o'clock, the Fort Hindman having the Juliet in tow, taking the
lead. When nearly opposite the batteries a shell entered the pilot

house of my boat which wounded me in both legs causing me to

drop on my knees depriving me from working the wheel. The boat
then ran into the bank of the river on the same side with the bat-

teries. Another shell struclc her at this time, which wounded me in

six other places, and still another which cut away the bell rope and
speaking trumpet. Recovering sufficiently from my wounds I rang
the starboard bell and had the boat backed across the river to the

opposite side from the enemy. I then left the pilot house and
jumped overboard and swam ashore, the enemy keeping up a heavy
fire upon the boat until she sunk, which was in about a half-hour
afterwards. She now lays with her head upstream, her hurricane
deck on the port side under water, starboard side, the boiler deck,

ditto. From what I could learn the rebels are trying to raise her,

with. poor prospects of success.

Captain Roberts and a deck hand named Michel Calvin were
killed; Pat Gorman, a deck hand, wounded and prisoner, since pa-

roled on the 17th. The balance of the crew were taken prisoners

and sent to Tyler, Tex. I learned that as the Champion No. 3 ap-

proached the batteries the previous night, a 12-pound shot entered

her starboard boiler, which caused her to explode. Captain
Stewart and three engineers whose names are unknown to me, were
scalded to death, also the cook, Michael Shields, was wounded and
taken prisoner, but since paroled. All the contrabands on board,

some 150 to 200, were scalded to death, excepting 15. The rebels

have repaired the boilers of this boat and she is now running on the

river below Alexandria. She, in company with the steamer Frolic,
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came out of the mouth of the Ked Eiver under a flag of truce with

wounded officers.

I think, as near as I could learn from the rebels, that the batteries

consisted of 18 guns, two of which were of Nims' battery, captured

from General Banks' army. A captain and lieutenant were among
the killed on the rebel side.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Maitland,
Pilot.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, 'B'. S. Wavy, regarding the forwarding of

an important mail and the impaired condition of steamer Benefit.

U. S. S Chillicothe,
Above Falls, Alexandna, La., April 21, 186^.

Sir: I have a mail for you received from the U. S. S Signul. It

was left with the remark that its importance made it prudent to for-

ward it only by a gunboat.
It apparently being the intention for the Signal to remain at

Alexandria, and having no suitable gunboat here for taking the mail,

1 send you this notice of it by the Brown, Volunteer Lieutenant
French.* I am informed, however, that the Forest Rose and Ken-
wood are due to-night, and will use one of them as soon as they
arrive.

The New National was at the mouth of Red Eiver; 'four or five

barges of coal there. At 7 a. m. this morning there were 4 feet \
inch on the falls. The clerk, chief engineer, and another, probably
the pilot, came to me this morning complaining of the inefficiency of
the Benefit and her inability to do any more duty until fixed. As-
certaining that her engines were in order, and that her boilers needed
cleaning, I ordered her to clean boilers at once, sent for Mr. Terry,
ascertaining that you wished the vessel with you again, and told him
to be ready to leave as soon as possible. Your mail, consisting of 1
leather bag, 1 cotton bag, 3 letters gathered on the way, and a box
2 feet by 1 foot 6 inches from Dr. Pinkney, will be sent by the first
gunboat. I will send the box from Dr. P. by the Brown.

Very respectfully, yours,

Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Comina')ider.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Order of lieutenant-Commander Smith, V. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer lieu-
tenant Johnston, TI. S. Navy, commanding TI. S. S. Forest Kose.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Above Falls, Alexandria, La., April 22, 186Jf.

Sir : If not in opposition to orders already received, give convoy
to such transports as may be going down the river. I believe you
said you were directed to go down river again.
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Those vessels will be much assisted and relieved by your presence.
Very respectfully,

Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Commander, Senior Officer Present.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jno. V. Johnston,
Commanding V. S. S. Forest Rose, Red River,

Above Alexandria Falls.

Report of Acting Volunteer lieutenant Gregory, V. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S,

St. Clair, of engagement with guerriUa band below Alexandria.

On Board U. S. S. St. Clair,
Alexandria, La., April 22, 186Jf.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report

:

On my way up to this place I stopped just above the Kaft. The
Superior, loaded with troops, gave the alarm of the approach of
rebels. I fired a few shrapnel and we lay quiet the night of the
21st. The transport left me this morning, and when about 30 miles
below this place (by water), was fired into by a guerrilla band, 2
men killed and 16 wounded. The rebels had one fieldpiece. The
boat ran past them and then waited for me. I threw a few more
shrapnel into a thicket where the rebels had come out to see the
troops and.'what they had done. The troops burned some property,
from behind which they had been fired upon. We are here all safe,

and I am happy to say that my oiBcers and men have done ad-,

mirably, to say that it is the first time the men were in what they
considered a dangerous place, and it being the first time I ever saw
jnj' officers work in earnest. I am now satisfied I have seen them
tried.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. B. Gregory,
Acting Volunteer Lieuteruint, Commanding.

Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding TJ. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, II. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer lieu-

tenant Johnston, V. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Forest Bose.

TJ. S. S. Chillicothe,
Ahove Fails, Alexandria, La., April 23, ISdJf.

Sir: You will return to the mouth of Black River, as directed by
Captain Breese, convoying the army transports as you go, leaving, as

requested, at 10 a. m.
Respectfully, yours,

Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer Present.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jno. V. Johnston,
Commanding TJ. S. S. Forest Rose, Alexandria, La.
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letter from Major-General Sherman, IT. S. Army, to Kear-Admiral Porter, IT. S.

Navy, expressing his solicitude regarding the campaign in Red Eiver.

Confidential.]

Headquarters Military Division or the Mississippi,

Nashville^ Tenn., April £4-, I86J1..

Dear Admiral: I received your valued letter by General Corse,

and felt sadly disappointed at the result. All things moved so well

on time as far as Alexandria that I was in hopes the sequel would
be of the same kind. General Corse describes that after the enemy
was checked and then worsted, night set in and both armies with-

drew, but ours came back 40 miles. We can not claim that as vic-

tory. I hope, however, that you all pushed on, for otherwise the
enemy must have turned on Steele. I feel very uneasy, and await
accounts with painful solicitude. We are too far oflf and too intent

on our own game to send forces to Red River. Indeed, I do think
all our calculations were well made, and the combined forces were
ample to walk over all opposition. I have not heard of Steele since

he went to Camden, [Ark.] , and I fear he directed his course straight
on Shreveport, though prudence would have dictated his filing to-
ward Alexandria or Natchitoches. It does appear that the move-
ment was too slow, the 17th was the day appointed to meet at Alex-
andria, and the 14th of April finds the main army at Grand Ecore.
I think I could have made better time, but that is none of my busi-
ness, although I do lose the services of 10,000 of my best men in the
campaign over here. I am glad you are pleased with Generals
Smith and Mower. Though I want both, I can not call for them as
long as their associates are in danger.

It can not now be long before both Grant's army in Virginia and
mine at Chattanooga move forward. We are already in contact,
our pickets in sight of each other, so that battle will not long be
delayed. I have my old opponent, and only ask him to stand, and
not draw me too far away from my supplies. A small army can
feed on the country by scattering, but a large one can not. But
there is no use in delaying, and the issue is broad. I shall go down to
Chattanooga by May 1. I will write to Captain Shirk to keep a
bright lookout up the Tennessee that Forrest does not cross and cut
my road when I am in Georgia.

Present my compliments to all.

Your friend, W. T. Sherman,
Major-General.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Red River.

letter from Brigadier-Geneial Smith, V. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S.
Navy, announcing arrival at Cotile and referring to battle at Cane River
Crossing.

Headquarters Division 17th Army Corps,
Cotile, [Zffl.], April £5, 186^.

Admiral: Arrived at this point last night. General Banks and
army are on the march to Alexandria, [La.]. We brought up the
rear and skirmished all the way. General Banks fought at the
crossing of Cane River, not much loss on either side. Our fighting
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in the rear was sharp. General A. J. Smith's command is ordered
peremptorily to Alexandria. Troops are now on the march. You
will find the enemy some two thousand strong on the opposite side.

Their artillery does not amount to much ; what they have we have
crippled badly. Will communicate more fully from Alexandria by
the gunboats Osage and Pittsburg unless they get off before we
arrive. General A. J. Smith and I both protest at being hurried
away; I feel as if we were shamefully deserting you. If I had the
power I would march my troops back to Calhoun, [La.] , or wherever
you might need us, if at all. I will try and get a communication to
you from General A. J. Smith.

Most respectfully and truly, yours,
Thomas Kilby Smith,

Brigadier-General^ Commanding.
Eear-Admiral Porter,

Commanding Mississippi Squardron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. S. Navy, to Acting 'Volunteer Lieu-
tenant Gregory, 11. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. St. Glair, to convoy steamer
Any One to Alexandria.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, April 25, I864.

Sir: You will, if from your information you deem it safe to leaA'e

Fort De Russy, convoy the steamer Any One to Alexandria, and on
your arrival there report to the commanding officer the state of
this river.

Vessels needing convoy had better be convoyed by one of the boats

requiring coal, so as not to diminish the supply at Alexandria.
There will be a coal barge here to-morrow for such purposes.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Cotnmander, Qotn/manding

.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Gregory,
Commanding St. Clair.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, IT. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant 3'ohnston, TJ. S. Navy, commanding XT. S. S. Forest Rose, to remain at

Alexandria for its protection. x .jj;.' ,

U. S. S. Chillicothe, April 25, 186^.

Sir: I have received your letter of this date. You will remain

at Alexandria and aid in guarding the place from the best position.

Make all repairs required upon your wheel and coal ship quickly.

Do not send me any letters for distribution except those for the

admiral or for vessels under my command, or expected to be com-
ing within reach. I have other matters to engage my attention.

I herewith return four to you, received this morning.

Very respectfully,

Watson Smith,
Lieufenant-Comanander, Senior Officer Present.

Acting Volunteeer-Lieutenant Jno. V. Johnston,
Comarumdin^ Forest Rose, Above Alexandria, La.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department, April £6, 1864.

Send following to Porter by dispatch boat.

Your dispatch of 14th April received. Tour views and course are approved.

General Grant informs the Department that neither General Smith nor his

force will be withdrawn; that the army will continue operations on the Ked
River, and cooperate with the navy. The Department has entire confidence

in your judgment in the conduct and management of affairs committed to you,

and especially of those on Red River.
Gideon Welles,

Secretary Navy.

Kear-Admiral D. D. Porter.

Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock,
Cairo, Ills.

Order of lieutenant-Commander Breese, tJ. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer lieu-

tenant lord, r. S. Navy, commanding TI. S. S. Covington, to proceed to Alexan-

dria on convoy duty.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Black River, April £7, 1864.

Sir: Proceed to Alexandria, convoying such vessels as may start

with you. On your arrival report to Admiral Porter. Should you
not find him there, say to the commanding officer that I think it

would *be well were you sent to Fort De Kussy to relieve the Argosy,

on account of your carrying stern gims, and that I would like the

Kenwood and another light-draft sent down to me to convoy such

vessels as may require it.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. E. Breese,
Lieutenant-Gotnmander.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Geo. P. Lord,
Commanding Covington.

Report of Kear-Admiral Porter, TT. S. Navy, condemning the conduct of the cam-
paign by Ilajor-General Banks, TJ. S. Army, and showing the precarious condi-
tion of the navy in the river.

Confidential.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,
Alexandria, La., April 28, 1864.

Sir: I have written you an account of the operations of the fleet

in these waters, but take the liberty of writing to you confidentially

the true state of affairs. Never was an officer placed in a more un-
pleasant position than I am without any fault of mine, but owing
to circumstances over which I have no control. Starting with a
good rise of water in the season of the year when the water of the
Red River overflows its banks and keeps up until June, I find myself
blockaded by a fall of 3 feet of water, 3 feet 4 inches being the
amount now on the falls; 7 feet being required to get over; no
amount of lightening will accomplish the object.

When I started on this expedition it was with the full expectation
of having a complete victory, and the enemy Avere already to remove
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into Texas on the first approach of our army. I have already
written to you how the whole state of things has been changed by
a too blind carelessness on the part of our military leader, and our
retreat back to Alexandria from place to place has so demoralized
General Banks' army that the troops have no confidence in anybody
or anything. I do not include, however, the troops of that veteran
soldier General A. J. Smith, whose men have behaved with a bravery
seldom surpassed and have saved the honor of the country. They have
never failed in anything they have undertaken, and have been pre-
vented from reaping the fruits of victory by the order of higher
authority. Our army is now all here, with the best general (Frank-
lin) wounded and unfit for duty in the field. General Banks seems
to hold no communication with anyone, and it is impossible for me
to say what he will do. I have no confidence in his promises, as

he asserted in a letter, herein enclosed, that he had no intention of
leaving Grand Ecore, when he had actually already made his prepa-
rations to leave. I enclose you copy of his letter to Ijieutenant-Com-
mander Selfridge, also of one General T. Kilby Smith wrote to me,
expressing the general feeling about the manner in which the navy
have been treated, and which was nothing more than true. General
Banks has got himself into a bad scrape and involved me in it with
him, yet it is a scrape that a good general could easily get himself
out 01, by making this his base of operations, and chasing the enemy
imtil he was whipped at every point.

His retreat to Alexandria, instead of being made in an orderly
manner, was conducted with great rapidity, and the enemy hung
upon his flanks, annoying him, though they gained no advantages,
under which circumstances he.should have driven them into the river.

The river is crowded with transports, and every gunboat I have is

required to convoy them. I have to withdraw many light-drafts

from other points on the Mississippi to supply demands here. In the

meantime the enemy are splitting up into parties of 2,000 and bring-

ing in the artillery (with which we have supplied them) to blockade
points below here, and wliat will be the uf»shot of it all I can not

foretell, I know that it will be disastrous in the extreme, for this is

a country in which a retreating army is completely at the mercy of

an enemy.
Little consideration was paid to the situation of myself and little

squadron when exposed to all the power of the enemy's forces, who,
failing to gain a second victory over our troops, turned all their

attention to me. Thank God thej'^ have gained no advantage over
me that will do them any good ; the record made by the navy m these

waters will never discredit it.

Steps will have to be taken quickly to relieve us from our perilous

position, and all this country shoulcl be invaded at different points

and held as long as the war continues. From here to Natchez is 65

miles, with a good road all the waj'^ through, and a body of men
could march through that country and subsist there, for all time to

come, preventing any successful attempts on the part of the rebels

to cut oflp our transportation.

Notwithstanding that the rebels are reported as coming in from
Washita [Ouachita] with heavy artillery to plant on the hills oppo-
site Alexandria, no movement is being made to occupy the position,

and I am in momentary expectation of having the rebel guns open
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on the transports on the town side, or if they go down or come up the

river, it will be at the risk of destruction. Our light-clads can do
nothing against hill batteries. I am in momentary expectation of

seeing this army retreat, when the result will be disastrous. One
thousand five hundred persons have taken the oath of allegiance

and their bitter denunciation of the rebels will be followed by a
scene of butchery when we leave here that will be dreadful in the

extreme.
Unless instructed by the Government, I do not think that General

Banks will make the least effort to save the navy blockaded here.

The following vessels are above the falls and command the right of
the town : Mound City, Louisville, Pittshurg, Carondelet, CJiillicothe,

Osage, Neosho, Ozark, Lexington, and Fort Tlindman.
I have sent Mr. Heap home to explain all that I can not write; he

will tell you exactly how we are, and I trust that you will leave no
effort untried to save the fleet and the honor of the Navy.
Those here in command of the army are entirely indifferent to the

whole matter, excepting General A. J. Smith, who is sorely depressed
at the prospect before us. At this moment the enemy have attacked
our outposts and have driven in our indifferent cavalry, which came
up, niunbering 6,000, and have brought-nothing but calamity in their
train. Our whole army is cooped up in this town while a much
inferior force is going rampant about the country making prepara-
tions to assail our helpless transports, which if caught, filled with
men, would be perfect slaughterhouses.

_
I see no effort made yet to transport men to the other side of the

river, while the rebels are doing all they can to bring batteries in
on the river to cut up passing vessels. -Quick remedies are required,
and I deem it my duty to lay the true state of affairs before you.
An intelligent general would get us out of the difficulties, but I see
no prospect of it now. If left here by the army, I will be obliged
to destroy this fleet to prevent it falling into the enemy's hands, and
you may judge of my feelings at having to perform so painful a
duty. I can not conceive that the nation will permit such a sacrifice
to be made, when men and money can prevent it. My bearer of dis-
patches will explain to you fully how I am situated and the prospect
there is of my being taken into consideration if the army has to re-
treat, Avhich it will do to a certainty on the first opportunity. We
have the means and the power of reinforcing this army to such an
extent that it would be impossible for the enemy to compete with us.
They can not subsist a large army here, while "by occupying certain
points on the river we can go and come as we please.
This is a most important part of the Union to us, and it will be

the greatest defeat we have met with this war if we have to recede
an inch farther. Wc have fought hard for the opening of the Mis-
sissippi and have reduced the naval forces of the rebels in this quar-
ter to two vessels. If we ha^'e to destroy what we have here, there
will be material enough to build half a dozen ironclads, and the Ked
Elver, which is now of not further dread to us, will require half the
Mississippi Squadron to watch it. It is true that some time will
elapse before anything can be made out of the material we shall en-
deavor to destroy, but it is impossible to foresee how long this war
may last. I am apprehensive that the turrets of the monitors will
defy any efforts we can make to destroy them.
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Our prestige will receive a shock from which it will be long in
recovering, and if the calamities I dread should overtake us the
annals of this war will not present so dire an one as will have be-
fallen us. In my whole course I have been governed by a sincere
desire to see the rebel power crushed, and no one knows how I have
worked to accomplish this object. I have sacrificed all private in-

terests, all desires of a personal nature in furtherance of the object
I have had nearest at heart, and I trust that you, sir, will appreciate
my position. I know that you will give me credit for doing all that
man could do under the adverse circumstances in which I have been
placed. I shall not hesitate to sacrifice myself if necessary for the
public good, and whatever may befall me, my name shall not go down
dishonored to posterity.

This fatal campaign has upset everything. It has delayed 10,000
troops of General Sherman, on which he depended to open the State
of Mississippi; it has drawn General Steele from Arkansas and
already given the rebels a foothold in that country; it has forced me
to withdraw many light-clad vessels from points on the Mississippi

to protect this army that would desert me without notice, when a

man of ordinary abilities would have marched triumphant to Shreve-
port.

General Sherman is very indignant at the manner in which he has
been treated and his well-laid plans frustrated. He made an ar-

rangement with General Banlis to meet his troops in Alexandria on
the 17th of March; so did I. We were here on the 16th, while Gen-
eral Banks did not leave New Orleans until the 22d; never left here

for Natchitoches until the 2d April, and never left Natchitoches until

the 6th; at which time General Sherman expected his troops to be

back in Vicksburg and on their way to the scene of action. There is

no foreseeing what other calamities may arise from the errors of one

man, who, absorbed in his own interests, and diseased with political

aspirations, cares little or nothing for the lives of those he has sac-

lificed, or thinks of anything but the effect this may have upon his

future career.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—The only man here who possesses the entire confidence of

the troops is General A. J. Smith, and if he were placed in command
of this army he would, I am convinced, retrieve all its disasters.

Keport of lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, XT. S. Navy, regarding plan suggested

by Acting Ensign ftuin, TJ. S. Navy, for cutting the channel at the falls for the

passage of the vessels.

U. S. S. Carondelet,
Red River, April 29, 186^.

Sir: One of my officers, Acting Ensign Michael Quinn [T. A.

Quin], expresses his belief that he can cut the channel at the falls

to sufficient depth to allow all the vessels above them to pass through.

Mr. Quin has been engaged in business for some fourteen years as
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civil engineer. His plan is to cofferdam the proposed channel and
blast the rock out. He would require for a working party 250 men,
half of whom could be contrabands, with a relief of the same num-
ber. He estimates that in thirty days from the [time the] cofferdam

is put up he can have the channel of the necessary depth. I enclose

a rough pencil sketch of the plan of the proposed channel.

Very respectfully, etc.,

John G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Kear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Xieutenant-Commander Smith, IT. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Sellridge, TJ. S. Navy, regarding details for picket duty.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Aiove Falls, Alexandria, La., April 29, 186^.

Sir : Two officers, one from each of the first two vessels on the fol-

lowing list, viz, Neosho, Louisville, Osage, Mound City, Lexington,
Pittsburg, Carondelet, Ozark, Chillicothe, and Fort Hindman, will

at 8 p. m. of this evening, place the three pickets from each vessel,

beginning with the Neosho and Louisville in the following order.
The pickets of each vessel being numbered 1, 2, and 3, will be
placed—No. 1, 100 yards from the bank and 50 yards ahead of his
A'essel;*No. 2, abreast of his vessel and 100 yards from the bank; No.
3, off her quarter, 100 yards from the bank.
These two officers will then place the other pickets of the line of

vessels in the same order in regard to their vessels until .all are
placed.

The pickets will be instructed to keep themselves concealed from the
woods, and if the enemy is seen, to fire his rifle at them and retire to
the bank and report.

The pickets to be relieved at the usual time of striking four and
eight bells. The picket officers to be relieved by the two officers

from the next two vessels on the list at the expiration of every four
hours.

No boats are to be left on shore, and the officers must be sure that
the picket understands his orders before he leaves him. Their whole
watch is to be passed on shore reviewing the pickets.

Very respectfully,

Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Q-fficer present.

Commanding Oiticer,

U. S. S. Osage.

letter from Major-General Banks, V. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
transmitting orders issued in relation to storehouse, also regarding location of
troops in and about Alexandria.

Headquarters Department or the Gui^f,
Alexandria, La., April 29, I86J1..

Permit me to enclose for your information orders regarding store-
house requested by you, also pertaining to position and location of
troops in and about Alexandria,
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There are several transports ready to leave for below. Allow me
to request that a convoy be designated to accompany them. If con-
venient to have the convoy at 12 o'clock, I would prefer to start the
boats at that time.

I am, admiral, with great respect, your obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosures.]

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
Alexandria, La., April 28, 1864-

Admiral: The major-general commanding has directed Brigadier-
General Grover to remove the guard placed by him over the store-

house in Alexandria, and he has no doubt but that upon learning of

this fact you will also direct the removal of the guard from the navy
which is placed over the same building.

If there is any storehouse in Alexandria which can be of service to

the navy, or if this one is necessary to you, the general commanding,
upon a statement to that effect, would be pleased to have the same
given to you with as little delay as is possible.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

William Dwight,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Heiadquarters Department of the Gulf,
Alexandria, La., April 28, 1864.

At the request of Admiral Porter the storehouse has been assigned

to navy for their use. You will please issue the necessary orders to

prevent its being occupied by any but them, even if temporarily

vacated.

It will be considered subject at all times to their orders.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. B. Drake,
Assistant Adjutant^General.

Brigadier-General C. Grover,
Commanding Post, Alexandria.

Field Orders, | Headquarters Department or the Gulf,
No. 29.

J
Alexandria, La., April 28, 1864.*******

9. The line of battle for the defense of Alexandria will consist of

Major-General McClemand's and Brigadier-General Smith's com-

mands, with Brigadier-General Emory's division in reserve,

102008°—N w E—VOL 26—13 7
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General Smith will cause his left to rest on the Eed River, his right

extending to the same point on the railroad, where it touched this

evening, and thence to the Opelousas road at this point. On the

right of the Opelousas road Major-General McClemand's left will

rest. His command will extend in a line according to the nature of

the ground to the bridge on the Bayou Rapides road.

Erigadier-General Emory's division will form the reserve for this

line. The lines will be maintained, but Generals McClernand, Smith,

and Emory are at liberty to encamp their troops where most con-

venient to water, though, ready to move on the lines at a moment's

notice.

By command of Major-General Banks.
Geo. B. Drake,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Field Orders, 1 Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
No. 30.

J
Alexandria, La., April 29, 186]^.

1. For the preservation of the health and for the convenience of

the command the troops of this army will encamp as follows

:

The Thirteenth Corps, Major-General McClernand, on Bayou
Rapides, at or near the ground previously occupied by it, except one
brigade, which will be thrown a short distance in advance.

The detachments of Sixteenth and Seventeenth Corps, Brigadier-
General A. J. Smith, upon the ground now occupied by them.

First Division, Nineteenth Corps, Brigadier-General Emory, on
either side of Bayou Rapides that he may select, not taking ground
required by the Thirteenth Army Corps.

Second Division, Nineteenth Corps, Brigadier-General Grover, on
the ground it now occupies.

Trains will be kept as far in rear of the line of defense as possible,

and no supplies except such as are needed for immediate necessity
will be taken from the trains to the camps.
In case of an attack from the enemy in force, it will be always

understood that the troops are to at once take position upon the line

of defense and in the order set forth in paragraph 9.

By command of Major-General Banks.
Geo. B. Drake,.

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, 11. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer lieutenant John-
ston, 17. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Porest Rose, to transport Generals Frank-
lin and Hunter, TJ. S. Army, to the mouth of Red River.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Oif Alexandria, La., April 30, 186Jf.

Sir: You will proceed down to the mouth of Red River, taking
Generals Franklin and Hunter with you. You will put General
Hunter on the Black Havjk^ or take him to the mouth and put him on
a transport, bound up.
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Take General Franklin to the mouth of Eed Eiver and put him
on a transport bound to New Orleans. After doing this, fill up with
coal and return here without delay, bringing up all the news you can.

Very respectfully,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston,
Commanding Forest Rose.

letter from Major-General Banks, XT. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy,
transmitting copy of communication from Uajor-General Steele, V. S. Army.

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
Alexandria, La.^ April 30, 1864-

Admirai^: By direction of the commanding general, I enclose to
you a copy of a communication received from Major-General Steele

yesterday noon, and have the honor to be.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. Simpson,
Lieutenant and Assistant Secretary to Major-General Banks.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi, Sqyiudron.

I Enclosure.]

Headquarters Department of Arkansas, etc.,

Camden, Ark., April 23, 1864-.

General: Yours by Captain Dunham was received this morning.
AYe have been receiving—^j'esterday and to-day—rumors of reinforce-

ments sent by Kirby Smith to Price at this point, and of a con-

templated attack. It is said that 8,000 infantry have arrived at

Price's cam^j, about 16 miles from here. They have received rein-

forcements undoubtedly, what number I can not judge from my in-

formation. Price had from ten to twelve thousand before, a large

portion of it cavalry, or mounted infantry and cavalry.

They have just opened upon my outposts with artillery. This
may be to get as near our lines as possible to-night, preparatory to

a general attack to-morrow morning. The rebels are said to be very
much encouraged by an order of General K. Smith, detailing his suc-

cesses against your command. They also captured a large forage
train sent out from here, with two 6-pounders and two mountain
howitzers spiked. The escort was about 1,300, the majority negroes.

I desire to cooperate with you in the best manner possible, at the

same time covering Arkansas until Shreveport shall be ours. The
present prospect is that I shall have my hands full to manage Price.

We have a strong position here. The rebels have fortified it for us.

I have sent to Little Rock for all the troops that can be spared, and
as soon as I can develop their strength, I will test their mettle, if

they do not withdraw from their present position. It is my opinion
that the line of the Ouachita should be secured, and that if there are
any gunboats unemployed on Red River they should be sent up this
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river. The river is now navigable to this place for large-class boats,

and if we could get supplies to within 50 miles of here, with the
Ouachita to protect our flank while there is not water enough for the

gunboats, it would be of great assistance to us. To enable us to move
from here, we must have supplies, and those of the country are nearly
exhausted. But supplies or no supplies, I will not let Price get out
of his present position for the purpose of going to Shreveport.
Owing to contingencies which Captain Dunham will explain to you,
it is impossible for me to say definitely that I will join you at any
point on the Red River within a given time. If you had moved up
the Ouachita you would have left Louisiana uncovered. If I should
move down the Ouachita and then across to Red, I should leave

Arkansas and Missouri in the same situation. If our respective

forces were strong enough for us both to move direct on Shreveport,
this would, to a considerable extent, be avoided. But as I have already
intimated, there may be a superior force in front of me. At all

events reinforcements might be added which would overwhelm my
command, without any possibility of assistance from you while we
are moving on lines so wide apart.

I have said nothing about the question of forage. During our
march between here and Arkadelphia, we have been obliged to send
from 5 to 15 miles off the road to procure a scant supply, and it is

doubtful whether our stock will hold out much longer.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant*

F. Steele, Major-General.
Major-General N. P. Banks,

Commanding Department of the Gulf.

Instructions from Major-General Banks, TT. S. Army, to Major-General McCler-
nand, U. S. Army, regarding proposed operations near Alexandria, La.

Headquarters Department or the Gulf,
Alexandra., La., May ^, 1864.

General: The major-general commanding directs that you ad-
vance with your infantry on the Bayou Rapides Road and drive the
enemy from your front. You are at liberty to use both sides of the
bayou if you see fit. The commanding general desires that you will
use as httle artillery as possible and that you lose as little' time as
possible m skirmishing. He desires that you will drive the enemy
beyond the Twelve-Mile Bridge. Those of the enemy who are driven
to your left should be captured.

Brigadier-General A. J. Smith is directed to support vou with
his command, and for that purpose will move at the same time with
you by the Opelousas Road and crossroad into the Bayou Rapides

Please state the earliest hour at which you will be ready to move
and move promptly at the hour, so that there may be no confusion
in regard to General Smith.
Nothing in these instructions will justify you in bringine on a

general engagement. The object is to ascertain whether the enemy is
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in force beyond the Baj'ou Eapides ; and if not, to drive him beyond
the Twelve-Mile Bridge.

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,

Wm. Dwight,
BHgadier-General, Chief of Staff.

Major-General J. A. McCleenand,
Commanding Thirteenth Army Corps.

Copy respectfully furnished for the information and guidance of
Brigadier-General A. J. Smith. General Smith will move at an
hour, which will be indicated, with his whole commandj with the
exception of the advanced brigade, which will remain in its present
position. A guide will be furnished.
For the information of Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding

Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

Field Orders, 1 Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
No. 33. J Alexandria, [La.], May 2, J864..

2. The following officers are hereby detailed to assist Lieutenant-
Colonel Bailey, acting military engineer, to seeing that officers in

charge of .working parties thoroughly attend to their duties and
cause the men under their commands to work energetically.

Colonel Wilson, aid-de-camp, Major-General Banks, will be on
that duty from 7 a. m. until 9 o'clock this p. m.

Colonel [Charles C] Dwight, acting inspector-general, Nineteenth
Army Corps, from 9 o'clock this p. m. until 7 a. m. to-morrow.
Major Sentell, provost-marshal, Nineteenth Army Corps, from 7

a. m. to-morrow until 9 p. m. same day, and so on alternately until

the completion of the dam.
By command Major-General Banks:

George B. Drake,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Colonel Wilson.

Order of lieutenant-Commander Breese, II. S. Navy, to Acting Uaster Donnelly,
V. S. Navy, commanding 11. S. S. Nymph, to proceed to patrol duty in Red
Biver.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth Red River, May 3, [186^].

Sir: You will proceed up Red River and will patrol that river

from the mouth of Black River to Fort De Russy.
You will take care to anchor at night in such positions as will

enable you to use your guns in the most advantageous manner.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Acting Master Patrick Donnelly,
Commanding Officer V. S. 8. Nymph,

Mouth Red River, La.
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Order of lieutenant-Commander Breese, TJ. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign Morong,

XT. S. Navy, to report to Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, at Alexandria, La.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth of Red River, May 3, [1864].

Sir: You will take the empty barge in tow and proceed to Alex-

andria and report to Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, from whom you

will ask further instructions, reporting to him the positions of the

vessels as you find them on your way up.

Respectfully, etc., K. R. Bkeese,

Lieutenant-Gomm-ander, Cojnrfmnding.

Acting Ensign J. C. Morong,
Conumanding Argosy.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, TT. S. Navy, regarding affairs at the

mouth of Red River.

[U. S. S.] Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, May 3, [I864.'].

Dear Sir : The Argosy came down to-day with a convoy and will

return to her station to-morrow morning at daylight. I relieved

you of all the mail I could, brought down by the Avenger, the result

of which I send you, and wish I could relieve you to some greater

extent. I think everything can be kept quiet along the river—Foster

at Bayou Sara, the Bragg at Morganza, Choctaw here, ready for any

place, the Cliamjrlon at Fort Adams, Price at Ellis Cliffs, and
Ouachita at Natchez.
Captain Hurd's resignation of the Exchange has been accepted.

I retain it until I hear from you, not knowing whom you wish to

take his place. I would like very much to order the tug Laurel here

from Skipwith's, as I find one tug quite inadequate to do all the

work required at this place, what with the carpenter shops, trans-

ports, barges, etc.

The Nymph (64) arrived to-day; her crew are almost all boys,

and she needs some contrabands. I have ordered her to patrol the

river between Fort De Russy and Black [River], and have already

informed you of the disposition of the Avenger. I hear that the

Emma was burned 50 miles below Alexandria, and that she was in

at the bank. McClernand's quartermaster is to blame, as he would
not permit the depot quartermaster to give her any orders, and had
no guard on board ; her crew were taken into the country. All that

could be found about her were the remains of official envelopes about
the bank ; if she carried a mail it was probably captured and contents
known.
The Forest Rose has not yet returned from New Orleans. I send up

an empty barge by the Argosy. There is a coal barge at the mouth
of Black River in charge of the gunboat stationed there. The river
has risen here 8 inches in the last twenty-four hours, and the current
runs up to Black River. All the upper rivers are rising and coming
together, Mr. Tennyson says, and he thinks there is no doubt but that
we will have a full river, but of short duration. I shall be so happy
and relieved when I hear of all the vessels below the falls. Some of
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the papers say that Banks is to be relieved, but when that happy time
arrives I fear it will be too late for any good.
Greer had a relapse from his fever, but at last accounts was doing

well again, although still very weak. How would it do to order
Townsend to the Beiiion and Greer to Cairo ? From what I under-
stand Phelps to say, Townsend will have nothing but his own vessel,

and as she is to be repaired, her executive, I should think, might
look out for that. The Benton ranks A No. 1, so that the change
would be in Townsend's favor. Should Captain Richardson's resig-

nation be accepted, whom do you want sent in his place ?

The rebels who are annoying us on Red River have their head-
quarters at Cheneyville, are under General Stafford (?), only two
months in the Trans-Mississippi Department; there are only 400 of

them, with four pieces of artille^5^ They roam from Simmesport to

Marksville, and thence when the coast is clear make a dash on
the river with a few men and one piece of artillery. The captain of

the Argosy thinks he used that up, as it did not fire any more after

he burst a shrapnel on the embrasure cut in the levee. I have a requi-

sition for ammunition for the Osage, but do not like to send it up
without your orders. Please let me know if it is wanted.
The Judge Tofrence is perfectly rotten, and nothing can be done

with her to advantage. I think if you could supply her place with
anything, that she would do very nicely for a receiving ship, and her
engines might be good for something. Mr. Bickerstaff is very ill

with a coiigestive chill and will be a great loss to us during his

illness.

Will you tell Guild to send down the list of officers, etc., that I

may tell the vacancies above and do what I can to fill them.

Hoping to hear good news from you soon.

Believe me, respectfully, and truly yours,

K. R. Breese,

n A J • 1 -rv -Tk -o Lieutena-nt-Oommander.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

CommaTiding Mississippi Squadron.

SepoTt of lieutenant-Commander Breese, IT. S. Navy, regarding location of cer-

tain vessels of his command.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Hawk, Mouth of Red River, May 3, 186^.

Dear Sir: The Ouachita is at Natchez broken down. Champion
at Fort Adams. Price cruising between Fort Adams and Ellis Cliffs.

The Bragg goes to Morganza in an hour. Choctaw here, which I

keep, as I hear to-day that two 30-pounder Parrotts and two small

guns crossed the Atchafalaya with 500 men. They go to Point

Coupee, it is stated. The river is rising and a big rise coming down.

Mr. Burns will tell you how he gets up.

I have ordered the Avenger to lie at Black River with a coal barge,

and not to leave except when relieved by a boat coaling, which will

receive the same orders. All quiet above and below.

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, TJ. S. Navy,
CommiandinQ Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Acting Volunteer lieutenant Gregory, TI. S. Navy, regarding engage-

ments with the enemy at Dunn's Bayou and Wilson's Bend, Bed Biver.

On Board U. S. S. St. Clair,

Alexandria, La., May 3, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report:

Having taken the barge in tow at Fort De Kussy, according to your

orders, I started for this place. At Dunn's Bayou we were fired

upon by about 100 guerrillas and again at Wilson's Bend by about

30, with musketry. The vessel was hit about 200 times; my second

assistant engineer very slightly wounded; no other damage done,

save the spoiling of some of our furniture. I shelled them out,

in which I am proud to say my officers and crew behaved with that

coolness that is likely always to secure success.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. B. Gregory,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding TJ. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Order of lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign Burns,

V. S. Navy, to report to Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, at Alexandria, la.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth of lied River, May 3, 1186Jt\.

Sir : Proceed in the Nymph to Black Eiver. Show this order to

Captain Wright, who will take you to Fort De Russy. On your

arrival at that place, Captain Wright will order one of the light-

drafts stationed there to take you up to Alexandria, where you will

report to Admiral Porter.

Respectfully, etc., ^ ^ Breese,
Lieutenant-Comm-ander, Commanding.

Acting Ensign Burns,
On special duty.

Order of lieutenant-Commander Breese, IT. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer lieu-

tenant Wright, XT. S. Navy, regarding transportation for Acting Ensign Burns.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk], May 3, 1864.

Sir : You will let the Nymph look out for the barge and take Mr.
Burns to Fort De Russy. Order one of the light-drafts to take him
from there to Alexandria, and say to the commander to ask the

admiral to permit him to return, so that you may return to Black
River, where the Nymph will take up her cruising. It is possible
the Argosy may require coal ; if so, you can remain until she fills up.
Give the captain of the Nymph instructions not to leave the barge
alone, except on the most important considerations.

Respectfully, etc.,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wright,
Commanding Avenger,
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Keport of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, commending the conduct of Ensign
Terry, V. S. Navy, in temporary command of transport Benefit.

No. 110.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Off Alexandria, La., May 4, 186^.

Sir: I endeavor to do justice to all officers under my command,
but have failed to mention the gallant conduct of Ensign S. W. Terry
on the expedition up Eed E,iver. He was placed on board the trans-

port Benefit to take dispatches to me at Springfield Landing. I had
ordered a fieldpieee and a 24-pounder boat howitzer placed on this

vessel and part of the crew of the flagship to go in her.

About 50 miles above Grand Ecore Mr. Terry discovered a battery
of four guns facing down the river, on which he opened with his

howitzer and steamed on. The battery opened a quick fire on him,
striking the vessel almost every time.

The river captain of the Benefit was killed and three of the men,
but the little transport fought her way through and brought me the
dispatches, which were important. Such cool, brave conduct gives

promise of a good officer. I commend him to the notice of the

Department.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Seport of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, TJ. S. Navy, regarding the capture of

r. S. transport City Belle above Fort De Bussy.

[U. S. S. ] Black Hawk, May Jf, 186k—1 f. m.

Dear Sir: The Avenger has just come down from Fort De Russy
to inform me that the City Belle, with an Ohio regiment on board,

was captured about 30 miles above Fort De Russy, and that there was
a bearer of dispatches on board from Washington for General Banks.
Mr. Burns can tell you who he was. He never reported to me here.

I shall not permit any more boats to go above Black River without

convoy, and as your instructions are not to send any above Fort De
Russy without your orders, please instruct me on the subject. There
are only about 500 men under General Stafford,* headquarters at

Cheneyville, who do all this mischief. 1 wrote you a note by the

City Belle; nothing important, only inclosing a late newspaper and
telling you the river was rising rapidly.

Captain Birch informs me it was falling again at Cairo, but the

papers report rises in the rivers above.

Respectfully, etc., K. R. Breese.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

* Unidentified.
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, regarding the movements
of certain vessels.

[U. S. S.] Black Hawk, May i, 1864.

Dear Sir: The Lyon has just arrived, and I send you the mail,

etc.

The Tallahatchie (46) arrived to-day, and has been ordered to

cruise between Fort De Russy and 20 miles below. The Nymfh
from thence to Black River. Both are just in commission and have
hardly got things straight. There are two more coming from Com-
modore Palmer.
The Lyon brought some ammunition, a few stores, and some pro-

visions. She will be back here on the evening of the 6th, and I
will detain her to morning of the 7th, should you want to send up
anything. I send you a barrel of flour, said to be very nice. There
is an 11-inch hawser here for the Louisville., but as it is too large
for your use at Alexandria and could not well be carried on the
Forest Rose., I keep it here and send up a 9-inch.

Respectfully, etc.,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy.

letter from Major-General Banks, V. S. Army, to Bear-Admiral Farragut, V. S.

Navy, requesting cooperation of some of his gunboats in Red River.

At^XANDRiA, La., May 4, I864.

On the 30th of April I sent information of the situation of the
fleet, and asked the assistance of your gunboats for the maintenance
of our communication on Red River. No material change in the
condition of affairs has occurred. We have commenced the con-
struction of a dam across Red River, with every prospect of success-
ful termination, which we hope Avill release the fleet. It will occupy
ten days in its construction. Our communications are of great im-
portance in the meantime. I beg that there may be no delay in the
movement of your boats, as their cooperation will be very important.
The army is in the best condition and spirits. It is not impossible
that some portion of the enemy's forces may occupy the west bank of
the Mississippi. All steamers ought to be prohibited from touching at
any exposed point on that side, and the lower river should be thor-
oughly patrolled. We look for the concentration of the whole rebel
force west of the Mississippi at this point. Our information concurs
with this expectation, and the magnitude of the stake at issue is
such that it is impossible to believe that the enemy will fail to cap-
ture or destroy this fleet if it be in his power.

N. P. Banks,
Major-General., Commanding.

Admiral Farragtjt, or

Officer commanding the fleet at New Orleans.
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letter from Brigadier-Oeueral Dwight, V. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S.

Navy, desiring the services of a gunboat in a foraging expedition.

Headquaeteks Department of the Gulf,
Alexandria, May 4, 186Jf.

Admikal: The commanding general desires to know when you can
furnish a gunboat to accompany a transport down and up the Red
River on a foraging trip. The question of forage is becoming a

serious one, and we must use every exertion to procure a supply.
Soldiers and one or two wagons will accompany the transport to
drive the enemy from the banks of the river and collect the forage.
The commanding general hopes that, besides obtaining corn, the
expedition will do something toward keeping the river open, or at

least driving muskets from its banks. He respectfully suggests that
any boat which you would use as a patrolling boat could very
eflFectually perform the two duties at the same time.

Very respectfully, I am, admiral, your obedient servant,

W. Dwight.
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commianding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. S. Navy, to Uajor-General Rey-
nolds, IT. S. Army, commanding at New Orleans, urging, in view of the loss of

steamer City Belle, that no transports hound for Alexandria proceed without
convoy.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, May 4, [-?5^4]

—

P- 1^-

Sir: I regret to inform you that the transport Oity Belle was
captured and destroyed by the rebels about 30 miles above Fort De
Russy. She had on board an Ohio regiment and a bearer of dis-

patches from Washington to General Banks, all of whom, with the

exception of half a dozen, were captured or killed. They made a

gallant %ht, I am informed, but it is a pity she should have gone
without convoy.
Will you please instruct the transports bound to Alexandria not

to go beyond Black River without convoy, and to report to me or

the senior naval officer at this place for instructions.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Beeese,

Lieutenant-Com/mander, Gom/mandhig.

Commanding General at New Orleans.

Letter from Kajor-General Banks, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
regarding attack upon transport City Belle, and desiring that gunboats patrol

the river below Alexandria.

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
Alexandria, La., May 4., J864.

Admiral : A regiment coming from Baton Rouge on board steamer
City Belle was fired into on her way up, at Wilson's plantation, 15
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miles below here. Two or three colonels and many men are reported

killed, and some prisoners made.
One hundred and fifty men are on the opposite bank of the river.

The quartermaster is directed to send a boat down for their relief,

and they desire that a convoy may accompany it, and go as far as

the wreck of the steamer. It seems to be necessary that this part

of the river should be patrolled by the gunboats, or that at least

a boat should be stationed at the point where this affair occurred. I

beg your immediate attention to this subject.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Major-General, Coimnanding.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Portee,
Com/rnanding Mississippi Squadron, Alexandria, La.

letter from Major-Qeneral Banks, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy,
desiring that no transports be allowed to ascend Bed Biver without convoy.

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
Alexandria, La., May 4, I864.

Admiral : In order to prevent recurrences like that which I have
referred to in another letter, orders should be given to the gunboats
stationed at the mouth of the river to prevent transport vessels com-
ing to Alexandria, unless properly protected in themselves and by
convoy. I will be obliged to you if you will give such instructions to

the officers commanding the boats at the mouth of the river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Major-General, Gorrumanding

.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Corwmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Banks, IT. S. Army,
regarding troubles arising from the movement of vessels without convoy.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,
Ojf Alexandria, La., May 4, 186^.

General : Your communication of this date has been received, and
as far as I can prevent the destruction of property with the small
boats that I have, I will do so ; but if boats start off without convoy,
I can not help their getting into trouble. In a few days I hope to be
able to remove all these difficulties. There are but 300 or 400 men
at Wilson's and Smith's who are firing on the boats, and who will
continue to do so until they are molested themselves, and the corn
and forage at the above-mentioned places, which they subsist on, are
taken away from them for our own use. There are some thousands of
bushels.

I have given orders to a gunboat here to lie below the transports
and prevent them from leaving without a convoy. I have also given
orders to the commander at mouth of Eed River and Fort De Eussy
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to permit no boats to come up without convoy. My impression is

that the enemy are quietly getting artillery below to cut off the trans-

ports, and Wilson's plantation is not the only place where they will

be molested. I think a strong force posted in that neighborhood for

a time would be of great service.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAvro D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Major-General N. P. Banks,
Commanding Department of the Gulf, Alexandria, La.

Letter from Brigadier-General Dwlght, V. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. S.

Navy, proposing the occupation of Fort De Eussy by a military force and pro-

tection of the river by detachments on gunboats.

Headquarters Department or the Gule,
Alexandria, May 4, 186J^.

Admiral: In reply to your communication of to-day to the com-
manding general, I have the honor to inform you that a brigade, with

artillery, has been directed to proceed to Fort De Kussy, to occupy

and hold that fort. On their way down the river they will stop at

Wilson's and Smith's farms and endeavor to drive the enemy from
that point and take away or destroy such forage and subsistence as

may be found there.

General Nickerson, commanding the brigade, has also been directed

to endeavor to keep the banks of the river free from the enemy. It

was suggested to him that this might be done by sending detachments

on gunboats to such points as might be infested.

Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant,

William Dwight,
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Convmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Eear-Admiral Porter, TT. S. Navy, to Acting Master Saunders, T3. S. Navy,

commanding 11. S. S. Tallahatchie, for patrol duty in Red River.

U.S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth Red River, May Jf, [186^'\

.

Sir : You Avill proceed without delay up Red River and patrol that

stream from Fort De Russy to a point 20 miles below.

When you anchor at night take care to choose such positions as will

enable you to use your guns in the most advantageous manner.

Should you get out of coal, the next vessel to you will relieve you,

and you can repair to the mouth of Black River to obtain it.

By order of Admiral Porter

:

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,

Lieutenant-Commandeer, Commanding.

Commanding Officer, U. S. S. Tallahatchie,
Mouth Red River, La.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., May 5, 186^..

The Eastport, sunk by a torpedo on the 15th April, was raised,

and after great toil moved down the river 52 miles, where, finding her
immovably fixed on a bed of logs, she was blown up on 26th, 60 miles

above Alexandria, which our army had already reached. Guns and
stores saved. Cricket, flagship, Hindman, Juliet, and two pump
boats were with her. We were attacked by fifteen hundred infantry
as train was about being fired. Enemy attempted to board Cricket,

but were driven off after short engagement ; their loss unknown ; ours

4 wounded. Eastport then fired by Captain Phelps and reduced to

complete wreck. Lay by her two hours, then proceeded down river.

Ten miles below were opened on by battery of fifteen 24's and 12's,

supported by large infantry force. Cricket passed battery with loss

of 25 killed and wounded out of crew of 50. Was struck 38 times by
shot and shell in 4 minutes, besides heavy musketry. One pump
boat exploded in boiler, drifted under battery and abandoned by
crew. Juliet, in tow of the other, was disabled and backed up out of
fire, covered by Hindman. Cricket grounded below battery and set

on fire by explosion of ammunition. Fire extinguished without
serious damage. Hindman and Juliet repaired damages during night
and next day, with remaining pump boat, passed battery about 11
a. m. Hindman badly cut up ; Juliet completely riddled. Two killed
in Hindlnan; 15 killed and wounded in Juliet; pump boat disabled in
engine, abandoned, and fired.

Fleet above Alexandria numbers 8 iron and 2 light clads. Three
feet on falls, 7 required. Army threatens to evacuate Alexandria,
in which case the loss of these vessels becomes inevitable. Army has
lost confidence in its chief and is becoming demoralized by his in-
competency, converting substantial successes into disgraceful retreats.
We have there 30,000 excellent troops, splendidly equipped. Only
require a good leader to secure a glorious victory. General A. J.
Smith has saved army from destruction. Let me beg you, as you
value the honor of the country and the safety of the splendid fleet
above Alexandria, to use all your influence to arrest this shameful
retreat and to have a general sent who will command confidence.
Not a moment to be lost.

Leave at 3 a. m. for Washington with dispatches, but time is so
important an element that I take liberty of communicating fully by
telegraph, hoping that measures will immediately be taken to save
the country from the greatest disgrace and disaster of the war. The
fleet has stood nobly by the army, but has been shamefully requited.
I always except the corps under A. J. Smith, but his efforts to assist
us were nullified by imperative orders.

G. H. Heap.
Hon. Gn)E0N Welles,

Secretai-y of the Navy, Washington, D. G.
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letter from Brigadier-General Dwight, TI. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S.
Navy, requesting that Brigadier-General Nickerson, V. S. Army, and transports
be allowed to proceed without convoy.

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
Alexandria, May 5, 186^..

Adivhral: Brigadier-General Nickerson, who left yesterday in
transports for Fort De Russy, with orders to stop on his way down
the river and drive the enemy from their position at Wilson's and
Smith's farms, has been stopped by gunboat No. 10 for not having a
convoy. The major-general commanding is anxious that he should
be permitted to proceed, and requests that you will send orders to

the commanding officers of the gunboats below to allow him to pass,

inasmuch as he has artillery on board and is prepared to land at any
point where he may find the enemy.

Very respectfully, I am, admiral, your obedient servant,

William Dwight,
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
ComrtMuding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Brigadier-General Nickerson, TJ. S. Army, to the. commanding officer of

r. S..S. St. Clair, to proceed as convoy toward Fort De Bussy,

Headquarters 1st Brigade,
2d Division, 19th Army Corps,

On Board Transport Silver Wave, in Red River, May 5, 1864-

It appearing that the enemy's batteries have been moved to a point

below Wilson's plantation. Captain Gregory, commanding gunboat
St. Clair, is hereby ordered to proceed with this command toward
Fort De Eussy until further orders.

By command of Brigadier-General F. S. Nickerson

:

J. H. Metcalf,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Extract from field order of Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, designating the

tr. S. S. Fort Hlndman for transporting cavalry force.

Field Orders, 1 Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
No. 36.

J
Alexandria, La., May 5, 1864.

m :» i^ * * * *

8. Brigadier-General Richard Arnold, commanding the cavalry

division, will detail 100 dismounted men, with a sufficient number of

officers, to report on board the gunboat Hindman, lying above the

falls, at 7 o'clock to-morrow morning.
They will take their firearms and five days' rations.

By command of Major-General Banks:
Geo. B. Drake,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Admiral Porter.
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Eeport of Acting Volunteer lieutenant Hoel, IT. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Pittsburg, regarding the readiness of that vessel for the passage of the falls.

U. S. S. PiTTOBTTEG, May 5, 1861

Sir : The preparations, according to your instructions for the pur-

pose of passing over the falls, are all complete on board this vessel.

At half an hour's notice she will be all ready.

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. E. HoEL,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Gorwmanding

.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porteb,
Commnandihg Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, IT. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Chilli-

cothe, regarding the readiness of that vessel for the passage of the falls.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Ahove Alexandria Falls, La., May 5, 186Jf.

Sir: In accordance with your order of the 2d instant, I now re-

port that the preparations therein directed to be made for keeping
water out of the hull in passing the falls have been completed.
Every hatch can in a few minutes have its iron grating secured, a
heavy tarpaulin battened over it and the combings, and a strong
wooden, cover spiked down over all. The fire-room hatch has the
same, and the smoke pipes are closely boarded, with 10 inches space
to the height of 4| feet from deck.

Very respectfully, Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Commander,

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Com/manding U. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Lord, TJ. S. Navy, late commanding
0. S. S. Covington, regarding the loss of that vessel during engagement below
Alexandria, on Red River, Hay 5, 1864.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Ahove Alexandria Falls, May 8, 1864..

Sir: It is with feelings of regret that I report the loss of the
U. S. S. Covington, and most respectfully submit the following re-
port:

I left Alexandria convoying the steamer Warner at 8 o'clock on
the morning of May 4, 1864.
While passing Wilson's plantation the Warner was fired into by

about 100 infantry, losing one man. I fired my stem guns at them
for some time and passed on.

After proceeding about 1| miles farther Mr. McCloskey, a pilot
belonging to the General Price, struck the stem of the vessel against
a bar, thereby breaking the port mdder badly and shivering the
tiller. I told him that hereafter Mr. Emerson, my other pilot, would
handle her.

I tied up all night about a mile from the Eed House and com-
menced^ repainng my rudder and tiller. At about 5 o'clock I was
joined by the U. S. S. Signd. Both of us kept up through the
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night an irregular fire on the right-hand shore going down, as they
had fired upon us with infantry while we were repairing.

At 4.30 o'clock in the morning we all got underway, the Warner
in the lead, the Covington next, and the Signed last.

At Dunn's Bayou (on the right going down) we were fired upon
by two pieces of artillery and infantry. The Covington was hit by
this battery only three times, and the 'Wamer''s rudders were disabled,

but she still continued downstream until she came to a short point
in the river, when she went into the bank. She had no sooner struck
the bank when a rebel battery on the right shore going down, and
from 4,000 to 5,000 infantry, opened upon her and my vessel.

The Covington and Signal immediately commenced firing. Al-
most every shot either struck the boilers, steam pipe, or machinery
of the Warner, as she was only about 100 yards from the battery.

After we had engaged the battery about three hours, the Warner
hoisted a white flag. We still kept up our fire, and I sent a party
from my vessel under a severe fire to burn her, but the colonel in

charge sent me word that there were nearly 125 killed and wounded,
and requested that I would not burn her, which was granted. A
short time after this I was informed that the Signal was disabled.

1 immediately rounded to and went alongside of her, took her in tow,

and started upstream, but my rudder became disabled, and the Sig-

nal got adrift. It was impossible to pass the Warner, so Mr. Emer-
son, my pilot, informed me. Knowing that the Signal would drift

down on ttie Warner and the rebels would immediately board her,

I ordered the commanding officer to anchor her, which was done.

Finding it impossible to handle my vessel and fearing I should

get on the side where artillery and infantry were, I went over on
the other bank and made fast, head upstream.

I used my stern guns on the lower battery and my broadside on
the infantry abreast of us and my bow guns on the battery that was
ahead of us, which had been brought down from Dunn's Bayou.

My escape pipe was cut while alongside of the Signal, causing a

great deal of steam to escape and making the impression that the

boilers had been struck; the men, however, soon rallied and kept

up a brisk fire on the enemy. Most of the soldiers and officers,

amongst whom were Colonel Sharpe, of One hundred and fifty-

sixth New York Volunteers; Colonel Eaynor, One hundred and

twenty-ninth Illinois [Fifty-sixth Ohio] (wounded in both legs)

;

Lieutenant Simpson, aid-de-camp to General Banks; and Acting

Assistant Paymaster Chester, went over on the Signal. The Signal

getting adrift fronr us, they were not able to return to my vessel.

After I had been tied to the bank an hour or so, my steam drum
was cut and a shell struck under the boilers, letting out all the

water.

My ammunition gave out, my howitzers were all disabled by the

bracket bolts drawing out, and every shot coming thropgh us. With
one officer and a good many of my men already killed, I determined

to bum my vessel. I spiked the guns, had coals of fire strewn on

the deck, and myself and executive officer set fire to the cotton, which

was on the guards alongside of the engine. I saw it burning finely

before I left, and feel sure she was destroyed.

102008°—N W »—VOL 26—13 8
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While leaving the vessel to get up on the bank, a terrible fire of

infantry was opened on us and some were killed in going up.

I collected my officers and men all together and found I had with
me 9 officers and 23 men. My crew was composed of 14 officers and
62 men, and started through the woods for Alexandria. At 20
minutes of 11 o'clock, when within 10 miles of Alexandria, we were
jBred upon by rebel cavalry, thereby scattering us. I am glad to

say that they have nearly all arrived here safely, with the exception

of Acting Third Assistant Engineer Lyon, who was wounded in

the head while fighting a few guerrillas who had fired into a party
of my men while close to Alexandria. He has since arrived safe.

The whole action lasted about five hours, and the Comngton was
badly riddled from stem to stern, there being no less than five shots

in the hull, some forty or fifty in her upper works.
The officers and men behaved with great gallantry, and, with ex-

ception of a few, this was their first action. Acting Master's Mate
C. W. Gross was killed by a shot that came through the shell room.
The officers and men lost all of their personal eflfects, the only

things that were saved being the signal book and the dispatches in-

trusted to my care, which were returned to you. The arms that were
brought with us I turned over to Acting Master H. H. Gorringe, of
the Cricket, taking a receipt for the same.
In conclusion, I most respectfully beg that a court of enquiry

may be palled to determine whether the honor of our flag suffered
in my hands.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

George P. Lord,
Acting Volvnteer Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

Kear-Admiral Porter.

Statement of Pilot Wilkes, IT. S. Navy, late of TT. S. S. Signal, regarding the
actions of the commanding officer of the U. S. S. Covington at the time of her
loss, May 5, 1864.

FliAGSHIP CRICliET,
Alexandria, La., May 8, 1864.

Sir: By your request I make the following statement in regard to
your actions on board the U. S. S. Covington on the 5th instant
during the engagement with the enemy near Pierce's Landing on Red
River.

About 10 a. m. the wheel in the pilot house of the U. S. S. Signal,
to which vessel I was attached, having been disabled by shots from
the enemy's guns, I went below and reported to Captain E. Morgan.
Just after that the steam pipe of the Signal being cut by a shot, I,
with others, got out on the port guards next to the Covington, to
which vessel we were then lashed. While there I saw Captain Lord
and reported the condition of the Signal to him. He ordered me to
go into the pilot house of his vessel, the Covington, and assist the
pilots. I went there and found the pilots, Messrs. McCloskey and
Emerson. Directly after I came in, Mr. Emerson went below to
examine the rudders, asking me to remain and assist Mr. McCloskey.
I had been in the pilot house some fifteen or twenty minutes, when,
the vessel being disabled and ashore, an officer came to the foot of the
ladder leading from the steerage up into the pilot house and called
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up that the vessel was being abandoned. Mr. McCloskey replied,
" I am sorry for that," and went down into the steerage followed by
me. From there we went into the wardroom and Mr. McCloskey took
a couple of pieces of clothes from one of the rooms. We then went
down forward on the gun deck, where we found the crew and officers

leaving the ship. I saw there Captain Lord and some of his officers,

and heard Captain Lord give orders to spike the guns and set fire

to the vessel. At this time half the ship's company were ashore.
"Whether Captain Lord or Mr. McCloskey got ashore first, I do not
know, but it is my impression that Captain Lord ran up the bank
from under the protection of the vessel before Mr. McCloskey did.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Perry Wilkes,
Pilot, V. S. Navy, Late of the U. S. S. Signal.

Pilot Frank McCix)Skey, U. S. Navy,
Late of U. S. S. Covington.

Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Poster, V. S. Army, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant Lord, JS. S. Navy, commending the conduct of the officers of the TJ. S. S.

Covington in the action of May 5.

U. S. Hospital Transport Groesbeck,
Alexandria, La., May 11, 186^.

Sir: Your communication dated 9th instant has just been received

through Mr. Daume. I can but make a brief general statement of

what came under my observation while I was on board the Covington.
You are mistaken in thinking that I was there for three hours. I

think one hour would cover the time from when I came on board
your boat from the WarTier until the Covington was abandoned.

I saw you during the last hour of the engagement in pursuance of

your duties as commander of the Covington, and until you left us

in the afternoon, the leader of the naval portion of the party on the

march for this place.

I trust when all seemed to do their duty that a court of enquiry

will not be deemed necessary to the reputation of any officer to prove
that "the honor of the flag" was in honorable keeping. It has

seemed to me to be but just, as it has also been a pleasant duty, to

testify to the good conduct of those among your officers and men
whose gallantry attracted my attention. I trust this will not be

thought gratuitous on my part. Proper notice of their services are

always more valuable to all, coming first from the commanding
officer immediately over them, but as an impartial witness belonging
to the other branch of the service, my testimony may be of some
service to these brave men.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, yours,

James P. Foster,

Lieutenant-Colonel, 128th N. Y. Volunteers.

Mr. Geo. P. Lord,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, TJ. S. Navy,

Late Commanding V. S. Gum,hoat Covington, No. 25.

[Letter of same date by same writer, commending pilot Frank
McCloskey ; and of May 9, 1864, commending Acting Ensign Edward
Alford, executive officer of the Covington.']
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Report of Acting Volunteer lieutenant Wells, V. S. Wavy, commanding V. S. S.

Red Rover, giving names of those received from the TI. S. S. Covington.

TJ. S. S. Red Eovee, May 11, 1864.

Sik: In obedience to your orders dated May 9, this day received,

I have the honor to report to you that I have received on board of

this ship from the U. S. S. Covington John [T.] English, [acting]

third assistant engineer; S. C. Tarbell, paymaster's clerk; Michael

Roach, seaman; Jacob S. Levier, seaman; Charles Barnett, seaman;

Henry Lyons, first-class boy ; Jacob Campbell, first-class boy; Eugene

Sheftall, seaman; James Sullivan, seaman. From the U. S. S.

Signal, John Galleger.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. R. Wells,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Conrnianding.

Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese, U. S. Navy.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding returns of casualties at

destruction of the V. S. steamers Signal and Covington, May 5, 1864.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 29, 1864..

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-

munication of June 25.

When the Covington and Signal were destroyed the officers who
escaped could give no account of casualties, the men who escaped

getting on board different vessels.

I have issued a general order for returns to be made to me by the

different vessels of the squadron, and will send them in the moment
I obtain them.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral lee, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of the com-
manding officer of the V. S. S. Signal regarding the loss of that vessel, Hay 5,

1864.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, March W, 1865.

Sir : I transmit enclosed copy of a report dated February 27, from
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. Morgan, of the loss of the Signal,
under his command, on May 5, 1864, in Red River. Lieutenant M.
asks for a court of enquiry.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Morgan is one of the prisoners de-

livered by the enemy at the mouth of Red River, referred to in my
No. of this date.
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Shall a court of enquiry be held? The Department has Admiral
Porter's report.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, CoTmnanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

[Endorsement.]

No. Eear-Admiral Porter speaks of the vessel as having been
gallantly defended.

[Welles.]
[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Lafayette,
Off Mouth of Red River, February 27, 1865.

Sir : This being the earliest opportunity afforded me, I beg leave,
respectfully, to submit the following report of the loss of the U. S. S.
Signal, then under my command on Red Eiver.
May 4, 1864, I received orders from Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

on board flagship Cricket, then lying at Alexandria, La., to take on
board a bearer of dispatches from Major-General Banks and pro-
ceed down the river until I oA'ertook the U. S. S. Covington, which
vessel was convoying the U. S. Army transport John Warner, and
accompany her as far as the flagship Black Hawk, then lying at the
mouth of Black Eiver, and then return as far as Fort De Eussy,
and then await the arrival of some upward-bound gunboat, and
proceed in company up the river to Alexandria. At 11 o'clock a. m.
got underway and proceeded down the river. About 10 miles below
Alexandria met a party of U. S. troops, belonging to the One hun-
dred and twentieth Ohio Volunteers, who reported their escape from
the transport City Belle, which vessel had been captured and de-

stroyed that morning about 15 or 20 miles below by artillery and
infantry. About 10 miles farther on, opposite or a little below a

place known as Wilson's, we were fired on by a party of rebel cav-

alry. I immediately returned the fire from starboard battery and
passed on. Soon after rounding the next point we were again fired

on (as I suppose) by the same party. About 4 miles below Wilson's

camQ up Avith the Covington and John Warner lying to, the former
repairing her rudder. Bounded to and made fast astern of the

Covington and was again fired upon from shore, both boats return-

ing the fire. Night coming on before the necessary repairs were
made, it Avas decided to remain until morning. During the night

the Covington and Signal kept up an irregular fire. At daylight

got underway and proceeded down the river, the John Warner
leading, the Covington following, and the Signal bringing up the

rear. Upon rounding the point opposite Dunn's Bayou (4.45 a. m.)

the John Warner made signal (by whistle) " enemy in sight," and
was immediately opened upon by artillery and small arms, and soon

disabled, when she drifted ashore in the bend opposite the enemy.

Upon rounding the point the Covington stopped and backed into

the shore opposite the side of the enemy. I stopped and came to

astern and above the Covington, both boats heading downstream.
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From this position we kept up a constant fire. After remaining in

this position perhaps 30 minutes I observed the enemy naoving a

battery above, which would rake us astern, and which position the

Signal (having no stern guns) could not command. I immediately
sent Acting Ensign W. F. Loan to communicate this fact to Captain
Lord (commanding officer of the Covington), who sent me back
word to the effect that as the enemy's battery was too heavy for us
he would return up the river, but would remain an hour or so.

Soon after the battery just spoken of opened upon us, when the
Covington cast loose and started to round to up the river, closely

followed by the Signal. Immediately after the engineer reported to

me the disabling of the port engine by a shot passing through the
pitman, and almost at the same instant the pilot came on deck and
reported the disabling of the steering gear. I hailed the Covington,
reporting my vessel disabled. She came alongside and was made
fast. After seeing the vessel made fast I left the port and started

aft to meet Captain Lord, whom I had observed coming on board the
Signal, and followed by a number of his crew. Before reaching him
the branch steam pipe on the port side was cut by a shell and, the

throttle valve being open, the steam escaped rapidly, upon which
Captain Lord repaired on board the Covington, followed by part of
his own crew and part of mine. The Covington was cast loose and
steamed up the river. I ordered the throttle valve to be closed,

which was done, and the escape of steam stopped. I then ordered
the fire to be wet down with the hose and the steam to be blown off

from the boilers, which was promptly executed by Mr. William M.
Hardin, acting first assistant engineer in charge. I ordered the
anchor to be let go and the fight continued. From the starboard
guard I observed that what little wind there was was settling to
the opposite shore from the enemy, and, the current being slight, I
determined to slip my chain for the purpose of drifting ashore,
where I could fire my vessel and escape with my crew. On slipping
my chain the vessel drifted ashore, but higher up than I expected.
On nearing the shore volunteers were called for to get a line out,
which was promptly responded to by Seaman George McClurg, who
seized the end of the line and sprang overboard and succeeded in
leaching the shore with the line. He was followed by three or four
of the crew, and all together started up the (almost perpendicular)
bank with the line. Before reaching the summit the men were ex-
posed to the view of the enemy (as the bank was from 10 to 20 feet
higher than the hurricane deck), who poured in a volley, driving
all back but McClurg, who bravely persisted in his efforts to reach
the summit with the line, in which he succeeded. After making the
line fast he did not return, but I am rejoiced to hear that the brave
fellow succeeded in reaching the squadron in safety. The vessel,
from her midship gangway forward, was lying abreast of a perpen-
dicular bank, which, being unfavorable for the escape of the crew, I
endeavored to drop her astern, but in consequence of the wheel being
embedded in the mud, was unable to accomplish it. Immediately on
reaching shore I gave permission for all who chose to do so to escape
up the bank and ordered preparations to be made for burning the
vessel. Before this was accomplished (the Warner being surren-
dered and the Covington on fire and abandoned) the entire force of
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the enemy was concentrated to prevent the escape of my crew. A
battery above and one below us were planting their shells directly in
the only accessible path to the summit, while at least fifteen hundred
sharpshooters were pouring incessant volleys into the path above the
hurricane deck of the vessel. I was thus forced reluctantly to the
conclusion that it was impossible to get my crew away without a
great and useless sacrifice, particularly of the wounded, whom I
could not think for one moment of abandoning. At 10.50 a. m. I
reluctantly surrendered, having previously destroyed my signal book.
As near as I can recollect the casemating of the gim deck was pene-
trated eleven or twelve times by shot and shell, several of which ex-
ploded on the gun deck, one cutting the steam pipe, another (after
the steam had been blown oflF) the steam drum, and another the port
boiler. Two shells went through the pilot house, carrying away the
sheaves and part of the wheel. From the explosion of shells on the
gun deck and the perfect storm of minie balls through the ports
there were 12 wounded, but none killed. Amount of ammunition ex-
pended, as near as I can now ascertain, was 330 rounds. On muster-
ing on shore after surrendering, I found I had with me 6 officers and
48 men, one of whom, Miller, seaman, was accidentally shot on the
way to Tyler.

Before closing, I take pleasure in awarding to all my officers and
men the highest praise for coolness and bravery during the entire

action (six hours). Some of them deserve especial mention: C. P.
Bragg, acting ensign and executive officer, was at all times where
duty called him, going on the forecastle, accompanied only by Sea-
man George McCauly, and under a tremendous fire of musketry,
heaving over the anchor, hauling up the chain and bitting it himself.

Again, when it became necessary to slip the chain, he, assisted by
Seaman John Highland, performed that duty under the same galling

fire. Acting Ensign William F. Loan, in charge of first division

(30-pounder Parrotts), and Acting Master's Mate R. P. Craft, in

charge of second division (broadside), throughout the action and
under a severe fire of musketry in the ports, by voice and example
cheered and encouraged the men at the guns. Mr. Perry Wilkes,

pilot, stood nobly at the wheel until it was literally shot out of his

grasp. Acting Third Assistant Engineer James F. Liddell, when
the steam pipe was cut, causing the escape of steam and great con-

fusion, promptly rushed through the steam and closed the throttle

valve, stopping escape of steam, when order was restored. I omitted

to mention that three of the Covington's men were captured on my
vessel, and another joined us on the way up, having been captured

on the other side of the river.

In conclusion, I respectfully ask that a court of enquiry may be

called to determine whether I have performed my duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Edward Morgan,
Act. Vol. Lieut.., V. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Kear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, transmitting report of the medloal
officer of the U. S. S. Sitrn^I regarding the loss of that vessel, May 5, 1864.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound Gity, June 29, 18b'4.

Sir : I enclose a report of the surgeon of the Signal, who was re-

leased unconditionally by the rebels. It only corroborates all the
reports I have received of the gallant defense of this vessel, which I
am told was a most perfect wreck when she fell into the hands of the

enemy, who were much chagrined that so frail a vessel had contended
so long against seven guns placed in position to get a cross fire on her.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Bear-Admiral.

Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C.

' [Enclosure.]

U. S. S. New National,
Mound City, June £7, 1S6.^.

Sir : Agreeable to your request, I have the honor of submitting the
following report of the loss of the U. S. S. Signal.
Leaving Alexandria on the 4th of May, she proceeded down the

river and anchored at night in company with U. S. S. Covington
and transport Warner.

Starting again at daylight, we had proceeded but a short distance
when the enemy opened on us with a battery of two guns, and from
several others as we passed on. Their fire was promptly returned,
and continued until 9 o'clock, when it ceased for a few minutes, and
the opportunity was seized for distributing bread, as breakfast had
not been served. The firing soon commenced again, and continued
until near noon, when the order was passed for all hands to prepare
to abandon and burn the ship, having been totally disabled for more
than an hour, the Warner flying a white flag and the Covington
nearly consumed, exploding her magazine soon after.

Preparations were made and a part of the men had safely passed
up the bank, when the order was countermanded, it being deemed a
useless waste of life for more to attempt it, and wholly impossible to
remove the wounded under the fire of the batteries and several hun-
dred sharpshooters, and the white flag was raised.
My station was unfavorable for observation and my professional

duties occupied considerable of my time, but I take pleasure in
bearing testimony to the good conduct of those stationed near me
and with whom I came in contact during the action.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. Morgan, commanding, appeared

to be coolly attending to his duties. Acting Ensign C. P. Bragg
execiitive officer; Ensign AV. F. Loan, and Acting Master's Mate
E. P. Craft had charge of the divisions, and, cheering the men by
voice and example, held them to their stations, despite the withering
fire of the enemy's sharpshooters through the open ports, and were
ably seconded by the captains of the guns.
To the, coolness of the engineers in shutting off the steam 'and

emptying the boilers when the steam pipe was cut the safety of
many is owing.
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The pilot, Perry Wilkes, left his wheel only when it was disabled
in his hands by a bursting shell.

I would make special mention of Acting Ensigns Bragg and Loan,
who went out in full view of sevej-al hundred sharpshooters and let

go the anchor, and again to slip the cable, this time assisted by John
Highland (seaman), who was here disabled by his second wound.
Michael McCormick (boatswain's mate) and Timothy Odonaghie

(seaman), captains of guns, were wounded early in the day, but
stood to their guns until ordered away. George Butts, gunner's mate,
and Charles Aster, quarter gunner, were on the sick list, but did
duty during the whole engagement. Several whose names I have
forgotten returned to their guns when their wounds had been dressed,
and, with few exceptions, all stood to their work, using muskets
when their guns could not be brought to bear.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. Brewster,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting partial list of wounded
on TJ. S. S. Signal at the time of her loss, Uay 5, 1864.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 29, 1864.

Sir: I beg leave to enclose a partial list of the wounded on board
the U. S. S. Signal at the time of her loss.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Adndral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. New National, June 27, I864.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the con-

dition of the sick and wounded captured by the enemy on the 5th of

May and left in my care in the Confederate States Hospital at

Cheneyville, La.

:

Lewis Jones
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In obedience I took passage on the New National and took to the

hospital all except Lewis Jones, quartermaster, Signal, whose time

has expired, and Isaac Highland, ordinary seaman, Covington, en-

tirely recovered. They are on board that vessel now awaiting orders.

I have submited through the fleet surgeon a detailed report of the

casualties on board the SigTud.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. Brewster,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, V. S. S. Signal.

Hear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Pilot Wilkes, forwarding medal of

honor for conspicuous gallantry on the U. S. S. Signal, May 5, 1864.

Navy Department, April 11, 1865.

Sir: I have the pleasure of transmitting herewith the medal of
honor awarded to you by the Secretary of the Navy in General Order
No. 45, dated December 31, 1864, for gallant and meritorious conduct
Avhilst serving as pilot of the U. S. S. Signal in Red River, May 5,

1864. Please acknowledge its receipt.

Yery respectfully, etc., GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Mr. Perry Wilkes,
Pilot, U. S. Navy, V. S. S. Rohh, Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Gregory, TJ. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S.

St. Clair, referring to the probable loss of two gunboats and transport Warner.

On Board U. S. S. St. Clair,
Near Wilson's Bend, Red River, May 5, 1864..

Sir: In obedience to your orders, sent me by General Nickerson,
I am here and find that the probability is that both of our gunboats
that started yesterday are captured or destroyed, together with the
John Warner. I saw a pilot that says he came to Alexandria on the
Silver Wave and was returning to Vicksburg. He left the Warner
after she was disabled and surrendered. He saw a smoke and heard
the explosion of what he thought was a gunboat, and a black man
that came with him says he saw our officers and the rebs shake
hands. He was sent on shore to cast off a line, which he did and
then ran away.

Very respectfully, yours, etc.,

Thos. B. Gregory,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, CommMnding.

Admiral Davto D. Porter,
Commanding V. S. Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Brigadier-General TTllmann, TJ. S. ^rmy, regarding attack upon gun-
boats and transports below Alexandria, Hay 5, 1884.

Port Hudson, May 6, 1864.
I have the honor to report that the telegraph lines are down, both

above and below this post. The steamer Shreveport has just arrived,
returning from attempting to ascend the Red Eiver. She has on
board several detachments of colored regiments and a portion of the
Fifty-sixth Ohio. Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. Wade, General Banks'
staff, reports batteries are located 20 to 25 miles above Fort De Eussy,
on the right bank of the river, supported by a heavy force of in-

fantry. The steamer Em/ma has been destroyed ; also the City Belle.,

the One hundred and twentieth Ohio, 700 strong, being on board.
About one-half the regiment escaped and are on the left bank of
the river, and are said to be near Alexandria. The loss on board
the Ermna not known. The John Warner was destroyed yesterday
morning, the Fifty-sixth Ohio on board. Two hundred and fifteen

are here on board the steamer Shreveport. Two gunboats are said

to have been destroyed. Colonel Bassett, Seventj'-third Regiment
U. S. Infantry (colored), is killed; colonel of the Fifty-sixth Ohio
left behind wounded. Communication is entirely cut off with Alex-
andria. Captain Breese, commanding the fleet, states that he has
no gunboats that can be run by the batteries. It was thought that a

force was about to leave Alexandria to open communication, but
nothing certain Iniown. Citizens report a force moving down to

occupy Fort De Russy. Vessels are detained at the mouth of Red
River by the gunboats. Officers on board iteamer Shreveport report

a piece of artillery seen on the bank of Mississippi, about 15 miles

above this post. Captain Riggs, Ninety-second U. S. Infantry
(colored) was on board steamer City Belle, destroyed by the batteries

about 20 miles above Fort De Russy. One hundred and twentieth

Ohio on board. The loss of this regiment I understand to be one-

third. The battery which fired on us consisted of 20-pounder Par-
rotts on the right bank of the river, supported, as citizens state, by
1,000 infantry. I saw the pieces. My detachment consisted of 50

men, with another officer. The vessel was burned. . Many were saved

by jumping from the vessel and proceeding to the shores. Infantry

fire was hot on both sides. About 5,000 rebels are i-eported near the

batteries in reserve. Colonel Bassett, First Regiment Corps
d'Afrique; Colonel Mudd, Second Illinois Cavalry, and Colonel

Spiegel, One hundred and twentieth Ohio, are known to be killed.

Captain M. Manring, Fifty-sixth Ohio reports

:

I left Alexandria with my regiment, 250 strong, May 4, at 9.30 a. m., on

steamer John Warner. About 25 miles below Alexandria, at 5 p. m., we were
fired upon from shore by a force of infantry, estimated at about 500. We
passed, when one of the gunboats, Covington, broke her rudder. We could not

repair and reach Fort De Russy that night ; so we laid up till most morning at

5 o'clock. At that hour we proceeded down the river about 2 miles, transport

in advance, when firing commenced on the boat by Infantry. The tiller got out

of order and the rudder would not work. Boat stopped, when artillery opened
upon US both above and below. The first shot cut the steam pipe ; this at day-

break. Fire was returned by Infantry on transport till about 8 o'clock a. m.
Fifteen shots of artillery went through the cabin; 4 through the pilot house.

During this 34 men were killed and wounded. Gunboats were firing all this

time. The colonel commanding ordered the regiment to leave the boat and go
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on shore, it having been fired twice. Colonel Eaynor, commanding, was wounded
and taken prisoner. I was ordered to go on board the gunboat, which was
beyond the battery. Before the regiment could be formed the gunboat had
left the shore. I saw it was impossible to gain a boat, so I marched through
the woods to the river below.

I have the honor to further state that the rebels are reported to

me to be in stronger force than they have been heretofore. I re-

spectfully request that I be not long left without a steamer attached
to the post.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

Daniel Ullmann,
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding.

Captain J. S. Crosby,
Assistant Adjutant-General, New Orleans^

Keport of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, V. S. Navy, giving the soundings taken
by the various vessels at the falls.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Ahove falls, Alexandria*, La., May 6, 1864..

Sir: The following is the report of the pilots after sounding, as
your order directed, from this anchorage to the dam

:

Osage reports 3 feet 7 inches on falls.

Fort Tlindman reports 4 feet scant on upper falls.

Lexington reports 3 feet 6 inches ; upper falls to dam 9 feet.

Louisville reports 3 feet 9 inches, upper falls.

Pittsburg reports 4 feet scant, upper falls.

Mound City reports 3 feet 6 inches, upper falls.

Carondelet reports 3 feet 6 inches, upper falls.

Ozark reports 3 feet 9 inches, upper falls.

Neosho reports 4 feet as the most shoal and to 2 fathoms at dam.
Chillicothe reports 3 feet large, being rough and lumpy bottom on

upper falls, 9 feet near dam.
Very respectfully, Watson Smith,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. S. Navy, to Acting Master Thatcher
r. S. Navy, commanding T7. S. S. Gazelle, to take position at mouth of Black
River.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, May 6, 1864.

Sir : Proceed with your vessel to the mouth of Black River and
relieve the Avenger, in charge of that post. Get your information
ot the surrounding country from Captain Wright and exercise the
most unceasing vigilance that no accident may happen to vour vessel
or to others. You will not leave the mouth of Black River except
you deem it absolutely necessary, or under orders of your superior
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officer, or unless a boat is there coaling, which boat must remain
until your return, which should be as soon as possible.

Respectfully, etc.,

K. E. Beeese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Captain [Chahles] Thatcher,
Commanding Gazelle.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, IT. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding 11. S. S. Avenger, to proceed as far as
Fort Se Bnssy.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, May 6, J864. '

Sir : On receiving this, turn over the barge to the Gazelle and pro-
ceed up river to Fort De Russy, or until you fall in with the Forest
Rose. Consult with Volunteer Lieutenant Johnston about the state

of affairs, and act with him as may be best for our interests.

You must not go beyond Fort De Eussy unless you know of the
Forest Rose being near.

Read and hand the accompanying letter to Captain Johnston,
I can not give you explicit instructions, not knowing the state of

affairs, and therefore leave much to your discretion, which I know
will not let the flag be tarnished from any indiscreet act.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Beeese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. Wright,
Commanding Avenger.

Instructions from Lieutenant-Commander Breese, T5. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Johnston, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Forest Rose, for commu-
nicating with B.ear-AdmiTal Porter, tJ. S. Navy.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, May 6, 186k..

Sir: Your letter of yefeterday has been received. I approve of

your not running the batteries, and you must not make the attempt

unless you can ensure a certainty. Of course it is highly important

to communicate with the admiral the situation of affairs, and you
should use your utmost endeavors to get a scout through to him with

the inducement of a liberal reward if he succeeds. Trust him with

nothing but the situation and that you have telegrams from Wash-
ington for him. !

You will yourself, with Mr. Bums, make yourself acquainted with
those telegrams; get them fixed in your minds, so that in the event of

disaster their contents may be made known. Of course I need not

impress upon you the most inviolable secrecy unless to a senior offi-

cer's order.
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I must leave much to you. Exercise the most unceasing vigilance,

bear in mind the necessity of communicating with the admiral, of

preventing the rebels from using the guns of the Covington or Signal
or the transport Warner (I understand she was not destroyed), and
of erecting batteries on the river.

Trusting that you will not risk the fair fame of the squadron with-
out commensurate results,

I remain, your obedient servant,

K. K. Beeese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jno. V. Johnston,
Commanding Forest Rose.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Ramsay, TJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Choctaw, to proceed to Fort Se Russy.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, May 6, 1864..

Sir: You will proceed with the vessel under your command to
Fort De Eussy, from whence you will be guided by the situation of
affairs as you may find them.
The Gazelle will be at Black Kiver, the Nymph and Tallahatchie

cruising "between Fort De Russy and Black River, the latter to 20
miles below the fort and the former from thence to Black River.
On no account must you endanger your vessel being caught by the

river falling.

You will make such disposition of the vessels sent you and those
with you as in your judgment you deem best.

Respectfully, etc.,

K. R. Breese,
Lieuterumt-Commander, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay,
Commanding Choctaw, etc.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master Jordan,
tr. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Meteor, to proceed to Fort De Russy.

Mouth of Bi,ack [River],
. V. S. S. Black Hawk, May 6, 186^.

Sir: You will, as soon as you have finished coaling, proceed up
Red River to Fort De Russy and report to Lieutenant-Commander
Ramsay for such duty as he may assign you. You can not be too
careful and vigilant, and should it be necessary to anchor at any time,
do so with regard to the range and bearing of your guns to the utmost
advantage.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Comm^ander, Commanding.

Acting Master M. Jordan,
Commanding Meteor.
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letter from lieutenant-Commander Breese, 1J. S. Navy, to Commodore Palmer,
V. S. Navy, regarding arrival of V. S. S. Tallahatchie in Eed Kiver and loss

of V. S. steamers Covington and Signal, also transport Warner.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Eed River, May 6, 186^.

Sir: The TaZlahatckie arrived day before yesterday in obedience
to your order, and has been assigned to patrol Red River between
Fort De Russy and Black River, in obedience to Admiral Porter's

instructions to me.
I regret to have to inform you that two of our light-drafts, the

Covington and Signal, were destroyed by the rebels' field batteries

and siege rifles about 30 miles below Alexandria; also the transport
Warner, which they were convoying. Communication is for the

present impossible with Alexandria. I am daily expecting the Win-
nebago, double-turreted light-draft monitor, which I shall send up.

The Choctaw (ironclad ram) has gone to Fort De Russy.
Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-CoTnmander, CommMnding.

Commodore James S. Palmer,
Headquarters Western- Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign Uorong,
V. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Argosy.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
3Iouth of Red River, May 7, 1864..

Sir: You will proceed up the Mississippi until you meet the Gen-
eral Price, not going beyond Natchez, and hand Captain Richardson

the enclosed letter. Should you not fall in with the Price below

Natchez, return to this place without delay, leaving the letter for him
on board the Ouachita, if she is there.

Respectfully, etc., K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Acting Ensign J. C. Morong,
Commanding Argosy.

After delivering the letter, return here without delay.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, May 7, 186^.

Sir: Return to this place without delay, unless your presence at

your station should be absolutely necessary, in which case infoim me
of such in writing by the Argosy.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,.

K. R. Breese,

Lieuteiiant-Commander, Commanding.

A-cting Volunteer Lieutenant J. F. Richardson,
Commanding General Price.
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letter from Briifadier-General Dwight, V, S. Army, to Bear-Admiral Porter, T. S.

Navy, regarding convoy of gunboats for foraging expedition.

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
Alexandria, May 7, 186J^.

Three transports have been ordered down the river to D. A. Smith's
plantation for forage. As it is desirable that they should have a con-

voy of two gunboats, he would be pleased to know at what time they
will be prepared to leave in the morning. A brigade of infantry,

200 cavalry, and 25 wagons have been ordered to proceed to the above
point by land, starting at 3 o'clock to-morrow morning.

I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WnilAM DWIGHT,
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff,

Rear-Admiral Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Eeport of Acting Volunteer lieutenant Gregory, IT. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

St. Clair, regarding certain measures of protection for the approach to Alex-
andria.

On Board U. S. S. St. Clair,
Alexandria, La., May 7, 1864..

Sir : I would respectfully ask if General Banks has posted a bat-
tery on the bank of the river below this place, and if not, suggest the
propriety of such a precaution. I would also ask that the bearer be
furnished with the countersign, that I may be able to send a guard
to the next bend with a rocket or two to apprise me of the approach
of any vessel should one come up the river, if you think the precau-
tion a prudent one.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. B. Gregory,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding V. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Order of lieutenant-Commander Breese, TT. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign Morong,
U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Argosy.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, La., May 8, 1864..

Sir : Proceed with the vessel under your command up Eed River
and report to Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay, who will give
you instructions.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lisutenant-Commander, Com/mcmdvng

.

Acting Ensign J. C. Morong,
Commanding Argosy.
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Eeport of lieutenant-Commander Smith, V. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S Chilli-
cothe, regarding proposed passage of the upper falls.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
May 8, 1864—J : 30 a. m.

Sib: Pilots of several vessels have just reported a 4-foot channel
over upper falls and buoyed it through. All agree on the 4 feet.
There is more current here this morning, the water more red, ap-
pearing a rise from above.

I haA-^e summoned commanding officers, and will arrange for those
you mention to go over upper falls soon as possible, and concerning
men.

Very respectfully, Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Gonimander.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Poktee,
Commandiny Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Kamsay, V. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant Johnston, V. S. Navy, regarding the delivery of dispatches.

U. S. S. Choctaw,
Off Fort De Russy, May 8, I864.

Sir: A dispatch addressed to Lieutenant-Commander K. R.
Breese, commanding U. S. S. Black Hawk, and one addressed to

Acting Master Jordan, commanding U. S. S. Meteor, will be handed
you by Acting Ensign H. C. Marsh.
Immediately upon the receipt of the dispatches and this order

you will proceed down the river until you meet the U. S. S. Meteor
(No. 44), and you will then hand the dispatches to the commanding
officer of that vessel.

Having delivered the dispatches, you will return immediately to

this place.

As you come up, direct the commanding officer of the Nymph
(No. 54) to patrol the river as far down as Black River until the

Meteor returns.

Some three hours ago I wrote you an order to come here immedi-
ately, expecting to send it by land. That order is, of course, counter-

manded by this one.

Very respectfu]h% your obedient servant,

Frank M. Ramsay,
Lieutenant-C'omma,nder, Comiiianding.

Acting Volunteer-Lieutenant J. V. Johnston,
Commanding Forest Rose.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, for gunboats and transports proceed-

ing down the river.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Ojf Alexandria, La., May 9, I864..

The gunboats and transports will proceed in the following order

in going down the river:

The Groesheck will attend the U. S. S. Fort Ilindman; W. L.

Evnng, Ozark; South-wester, Mownd City; Emerald.^ Carondelet;

102008°—N w B—VOL 26—13 9
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Clara Bell. Pittsburg; Des Moines, Chillicothe; Chouteau, Osage;

Mars, Neosho; Sioux City, Louisville; Thomas E. Twtt, Lexington.

These steamers will drop in after the gunboats which they are to

attend and keep their position.

The transports Starlight, Lioness, Red Chief, Belle Creole, Boh
Roy, Belladonna, Mittie Stevens, Arizona, Gillum, Silver Wave,
Adriatic, Diadem and Liberty will take the middle of the convoy.

If attacked ahead, they will drop back and let the stern gunboats

pass on to the batteries.

David D. Pokter,
Rear-Admiral.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, TT. S. Navy, regarding the construction of the

dam by Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, V. S. Army, and the safe passage of the

fleet through the falls, May 9-13, 1864.

Xo. 1 12.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mouth Red River, May 16, 1S64.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the vessels lately caught
bj' low water above the falls at Alexandria have been released from
their unpleasant position. The water had fallen so low that I had
no hope or expectation of getting the vessels out this season, and as

the army had made arrangements to evacuate the country I saw
nothings before me but the destruction of the best part of the Mis-
sissippi Squadron.
There seems to have been an especial Providence looking out for

us, in providing a man equal to the emergency. Lieutenant-Colonel
Joseph Bailey, acting engineer of the Nineteenth Army Corps, pro-
posed a plan of building a series of dams across the rocks at the falls

and raising the water high enough to let the vessels pass over. This
proposition looked like madness, and the best engineers ridiculed it,

but Colonel Bailey was so sanguine of success that I requested
General Banks to have it done, and he entered heartily in the work.
Provisions were short and forage was almost out, and the dam was
promised to be finished in 10 days or the army would have to leave us.

I was doubtful about the time," but had no doubt about the ultimate
success if time would only permit. General Banks placed at the dis-
posal of Colonel Bailey all the force he required, consisting of some
3.000 men and 200 or 300 wagons. All the neighboring steam mills
were torn down for material, two or three regiments of Maine men
were set to work felling trees and, on the second day after mv arrival
in Alexandria from Grand Ecore, the work had fairly begun. Trees
were falling with great rapidity, teams were moving in all direc-
tions bringing in brick and stone, quarries were opened, fiatboats were
built to bring stone down from above, and every man seemed to be
working with a vigor I have seldom seen equaled, while, perhaps,
not one in fifty believed in the success of the undertaking. These
falls are about a mile in length, filled with rugged rocks, over which
at the present stage of water it seemed to be impossible to make a
channel.

The work was commenced by running out from the left bank of the
river a tree dam, made of the bodies of verv large trees, brush, brick,
and .stone, cross lied with other heavy timber, and strengthened in
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every way which ingenuity could devise. This was run out about 300
feet into the river, four large coal barges were then filled with brick
and sunk at the end of it. From the right bank of the river, cribs
filled with stone were built out to meet the barges, all of which was
successfully accomplished, notwithstanding there was a current run-
ning of 9 miles an hour, which threatened to sweep everything before
it. It will take too much time to enter into the details of this truly
wonderful v7ork; suffice it to say that the dam had nearlv reached
completion in eight days' working time, and the water kad risen
sufficiently on the upper falls to allow the Fort Hindman, Osage, and
Neosho to get down and be ready to pass the dam. In another day
it would have been high enough to enable all the other vessels to pass
the upper falls. Unfortunately, on the morning of the 9th instant,
the pressure of water became so great that it swept away two of the
stone barges, which swung in below the dam on one side. Seeing this
unfortunate accident I jumped on a horse and rode up to where the
upper vessels were anchored, and ordered the Lexington to pass the
upper falls if possible, and immediately attempt to go through the
dam. I thought I might be able to save the four vessels below, not
knowing whether the persons employed on the work would ever have
the heart to renew their enterprise.

The Lexington succeeded in getting over the upper falls just in
time, the water rapidly falling as she was passing over. She then
steered directly for the opening in the dam, through which the water
was rushing so furiously that it seemed as if nothing but destruction
awaited her. Thousands of beating hearts looked on anxious for the
result; the silence was so great as the Lexington approached the dam
that a pin might almost be heard to fall. She entered the gap with
a full head of steam on, pitched down the roaring torrent, made two
or three spasmodic rolls, hung for a moment on the rocks below, was
then swept into deep water by the current and rounded to, safely

into the bank.
Thirty thousand voices rose in one deafening cheer, and universal

joy seemed to pervade the face of every man present.

The Neosho followed next, all her hatches battened down and
every precaution taken against accident. She did not fare aa well

as the Lexington, her pilot having becxime frightened as he ap-

proached the abyss, and stopped hier engine, when I particularly

ordered a full head of steam to be carried; the result was that for a

moment her hull disappeared from sight under the water. Every
one thought .she was lost. She rose, however, swept along over the

rocks with the current, and fortunately escaped with only one hole

in her bottom, which was stopped in the course of an hour. The
Hindman and Osage both came through beautifully without touching

a thing, and I thought if I was only fortunate enough to get my
large vessels as well over the falls, my fleet once more would do good
service on the Mississippi.

The accident to the dam, instead of disheartening Colonel Bailey,

only induced him to renew his exertions, after he had seen the success

of getting four vessels through.
The noble-hearted soldiers, seeing their labor of the last eight days

swept away in a moment, cheerfully went to work to repair damages,

being confident now that all the gunboats would be finally brought
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over. These men had been working for eight days and nights up_ to

their necks in water in the broiling sun, cutting trees and wheeling
bricks, and nothing but good humor prevailed amongst them. On
the whole, it was very fortunate the dam was carried away, as the

two barges that were swept away from the center, swung around
against some rocks on the left and made a fine cushion for the vessels,

and prevented them, as it afterwards appeared, from running on cer-

tain destruction.

The force of the water and the current being too great to construct

a continuous dam of 600 feet across the river in so short a time,

Colonel Bailey determined to leave a gap of 55 feet in the dam and
build a series of wing dams on the upper falls. This was accom-
plished in three days' time, and on the 11th instant the Mound City,

Carondelet, and Pittsburg came over the upper falls, a good deal of
labor having been expended in hauling them through, the channel
being very crooked, scarcely wide enough for them. Next day the

Ozark, Louisville, Chillicothe, and two tugs also succeeded in cross-

ing the upper falls.

Immediately afterwards the Mound City, Carondelet, and Pitts-

burg started in succession to pass the dam, all their hatches battened
down and every precaution taken to prevent accident.

The passage of these vessels was a most beautiful sight, only to be
realized when seen. They passed over without an accident except
the unshipping of one or two rudders. This was witnessed by all

the troof)S, and the vessels were heartily cheered when they passed
over. Next morning at 10 o'clock the Louisville, ChilUcothe, Ozark,
and two tugs passed over without any accident, except the loss of a
man who was swept off the deck of one of the tugs. By 3 o'clock

that afternoon the vessels were all coaled, ammunition replaced, and
all steamed down the river, with the convoy of transports in com-
pany. A good deal of difficulty was anticipate'd in getting over the
bars in lower Eed River, depth of water reported only 5 feet, gun-
boats were drawing 6. Providentially we had a rise from the back-
water of the Mississippi, that river being very high at that time, the
backwater extending to Alexandria, 150 miles distant, enabling us to
pass all the bars and obstructions with safety.

Words are inadequate to express the admiration I feel for the
abilities of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey. This is without doubt the
best engineering feat ever performed. Under the best circumstances
a private company would not have completed this work under one
year, and to an ordinary mind the whole thing would have appeai'ed
an utter impossibility. Leaving out his abilities as an engineer,
the credit he has conferred upon the country, he has saved to the
Union a valuable fleet, worth nearly $2,000,000; more, he has de-
|)rived the enemy of a triumph which would have emboldened them
to carry on this war a year or two longer, for the intended departure
of the army was a fixed fact, and there was nothing left for me
to do in case that event occurred but destroy every part of the ves-
sels, so that the rebels could make nothing of them. The highest
lionors the Government can bestow on Colonel Bailey can never
repay him for the service he has rendered the country.
To General Banks personally I am much indebted for the happy

manner in which he has forwarded this enterprise, giving it his
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whole attention night and day, scarcely sleeping while the work
was going on, tending personally to see that all the requirements of
Colonel Bailey were complied with on the instant.

I do not believe there ever was a case where such difficulties were
overcome in such a short space of time and without any preparation.

I beg leave to mention the names of some of the persons engaged
on this work, as I think that credit should be given to every man
employed on it. I am unable to give the names of all, but sincerely
trust that General Banks will do full justice to every officer engaged
in this imdertaking when he makes his report. I only regret that
time did not enable me to get the names of all concerned.
The following are the names of the most prominent persons

:

Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, acting military engineer, Xincteentli
Army Corps, in charge of the work.
Lieutenant-Colonel [U. B.] Pearsall, assistant.

Colonel C. C. Dwight, acting assistant inspector-general.

Lieutenant-Colonel W. B. Kinsey, One hundred and sixty-first

New York Volunteers.
Lieutenant-Colonel [Thomas H.] Hubbard, Thirtieth Maine Vol-

unteers.

Major Sentell, provost-marshal, and Lieutenant John J. William-
son, ordnance officer.

The following were a portion of the regiments employed :

Twenty-nintli Maine, commanded l)v Lieutenant-Colonel Emer-
son.

One hundred and sixteenth New York, commanded by Colonel
George M. Love.
One hundred and sixty-first New York, commanded l)y Captain

Prentice.

One hundred and thirty-tliird New York, commanded by Colonel
Currie.

The engineer regiment and officers of the Thirteerith Army Corps
were also employed. I feel that I have done but feeble justice to the

work or. the persons engaged in it. Being severelj' indisposed, I

feel myself unable to go into further details. I trust some future

historian will treat this matter as it deserves to be treated, because
it is a subject in which the whole country should feel an interest,

and the noble men who succeeded so admirably in this arduous task

should not lose one atom of credit so justly due them.
The Mississippi Squadron will never forget the obligation it is

under to Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, acting military engineer of the

Nineteenth Army Corps.
Previous to passing the vessels over the falls I had nearly all the

guns, ammunition, provisions, chain cables, anchors, and everything
that could affect their draft taken out of them.
The commanders were indefatigable in their exertions to accom-

plish the object before them, and a happier set of men were never
seen than when their vessels were once more in fighting trim.

If this expedition has not been so successful as the country hoped
for, it has exhibited the indomitable spirit of Eastern and Western
men to overcome obstacles deemed by most people insurmountable.

It lias presented a new feature in the war, nothing like whicli has
ever been acomplished before.
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I regret to inform you, amongst the misfortunes of this expedi-

tion, of the loss of two small light-draft gunboats, the Signal and
Covington. I sent them down from Alexandria to convoy a quarter-

master's boat, the Warner., loaded with cotton and some 400 troops

on board, not knowing that the enemy had any artillery on the river

below us or anything more than wandering gangs of guerrillas

armed with muskets, Avhich these vessels were competent to drive off.

It appears, however, that the rebels were enabled to pass our ad-

^•ance force at night with 0,000 men and some 25 pieces of artillery.

With these they established a series of batteries at a place called

Dunn's Bayou, 30 miles below Alexandria, a very couunanding posi-

tion. These batteries were so masked that they could not be seen in

passing, even by the closest observation.

The first notice the vessels received of the battery was a furious

fire Avhicli opened on the quartermaster's boat, the Warner, piercing

lier boilers and completely disabling her. At the same time G,000

infantry opened with musketry, killing and wounding half the sol-

diers oil this vessel. She drifted into the opposite bank, where a

number managed to make their escape in the bushes, though many
wei'e killed in attempting to do so.

Tlie Signal and Covington immediately rounded to and opened
iheir guns on the batteries and pushed up, endeavoring to rescue tlie

Wuriicr from her perilous position. They had, howeA^er, as much
!'.s they could do to take care of themselves, the cross fire of the

three balteries cutting them up in a terrible manner. Their steam
pipes were soon cut and their boilers perforated witli shot, not-

withstanding which they fought the batteries for five long hours,

the vessels being cut all to pieces and many killed and wounded on
board.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George P. Lord, commanding the

Covington, having expended all his shot, spiked his guns, set fire

to his vessel, and escaped Avith what was left of his crew to the shore,

and his A'essel blew up.

The Signal, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Edward Morgan, still

fought her guns for half an hour after the destruction of the Cov-
ington. He found it impossible to destroy his vessel by burning,
her decks being covered with wounded, and humanity forbade him
sacrificing the lives of the noble fellows who had defended their

vessel so gallantly.

He gave permission to all those who wished to escape to do so.

Some of them attempted to get off by climbing up the bank; many
were killed while doing so by the murderous fire of musketry poured
in from the opposite side.

The captain remained by the vessel and was captured, if he re-

mained alive, but I have no information regarding him. The rebels
look the guns off of her and, placing her across the channel as an
obstruction, sunk her.

General Banks, on hearing the news, sent out cavalry to hunt for
the unfortunate men, many of whom were picked up and brought
into Alexandria. A number escaped down river and went aboard
some light-draft gunboats that were coming up at the time to the
scene of action, but were driven back by the superior artillery of the
enemy.
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1 feel very much for the poor fellows who fell into the rebels'
hands, as the latter have been very merciless to some of the prisoners
they have taken, and committed outrages at which humanity
shudders.
The vessels will all return to their stations in a few days, as

there is no prospect under present circumstances of renewing opera-
tions in this part of Louisiana, the season having passed for operating
with any chance of success.

I am sorry to see that the rebel guerrillas have become quite
troublesome on the Mississippi since I left, all of which will be
rectified within the coming week.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
David D. Portkr.

Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles.

Secretary of the Navy, Washtngtori, D. C.

Letter from Ecar-Admiral Porter, U. S. Havy, to Major-General Banks, XT. S. Army,
requesting that the hauling of ammunition continue and regarding the light-
ening of the vessels to pass the falls.

Mississippi Squadrox, Flagship Cricket,
Alexandria, May 9, 186Jf.

General: Will 3'ou permit the wagons that are hauling ammuni-
tion from above to work all night? I find it impossible to get the

guns down, because the bridge will not bear them. I am taking out
the 8-inch guns and 32-pounders, which are old guns and which I

intended to condemn, and will burst them all. I am also taking the

iron off, and the vessels then will be as light as they can be made,
and quite light enough to come over.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Major-General X. P. Banks,
C'omdg. Dept. of the Gulf, Alexandria, La.

Letter from Major-General Banks. IT. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
acceding to request regarding hauling of ammunition.

Headqitarters Departjient of the Gttlf,

Alexandria, May 9, 186Jf.

Adixfikal: Your note asking for teams to continue at work bringing

down ammunition during tlie night has been received. The teams

haA'e been ordered as you desire.

I am, admiral, vorv respectfully, voiir obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Major- General, Comman ding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porti:r,

C'onuiiaiidliig Miiinixitippi Sgiiadron.
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[ Telegram. ]

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
Alexandria, La., May 9, 1864—1 o- '>''^-

Colonel Bailey informs me that the water has risen upon the dam 2

feet since sundown and is still rising. It is impossible to say how
long the dam may stand the effects of a continued rise. The pressure

is terrific. The boats of the fleet above ought to be put in readiness

at once to take advantage of high water. I have been up to the fleet

this morning, and found everything so quiet and still that I feared

that there might be unnecessary delay in the movements in the

morning, and ask your attention to it.

X. P. Banks,
Major-General, Coinmanding.

Admiral Porter.

letter from Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy,
urging' the immediate passage of the gunboats over the falls.

Headquarters Department of the Guef,
Alexandria, La., May 9, 18G4.

Admiral: Colonel Bailey informs me that the river is within
6 inches of its height last e\ening and is rising. There is a space of
20 feet or more between the tree dam and the barge, which, when
filled, will raise the water from G to 10 inches, giving, we think, suffi-

cient depth for the passage of the boats. Every exertion ought to be
made to get them ready to-night, so that they may pass the falls

to-morrow.
I regret to say that our forage is so reduced that it will be impos-

sible for us to remain here longer without imperiling the safety of
the animals attached to the trains and the artillery. We have ex-
hausted the country, and with the march that is before us it will be
perilous to remain more than another day.

Colonel Bailey thinks that the water can be raised to the greatest
height which it will attain at any hour when the gunboats may be
ready for their passage. He does not want to accumulate the water
until then, because a continued pressure is more dangerous to the
safety of the dam than that of the weight of the water alone.

I hope every exertion will be made to get the boats in readiness for
the passage to-morrow. Lieutenant Beebe informs me that his ar-
rangements are complete for the removal of the heavy guns to the
bridge and below as soon as they are placed on shore. The detail of
trains has been changed so that they will continue to work during the
night. I have the honor to be,

"With much respect, your obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Major-Genera}. Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Corrirtuinding M'ississippi Squadron, Alexandria, La.
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letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Major-General Banks, V. S. Army,
requesting assistance in the transportation of guns and ammunition.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Off Alexandria, La., May 9, 186J,.

General: I have given orders to the commanders of all the boats
above to get their guns and all extra weight off of them without
delay. Will you oblige me by ordering either sling carts or heavy
siege carriages to transport the guns down here, and also some
wagons for the ammunition and other heavy weight. The boats
above the falls will be ready for the carts about 1 o'clock.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Major-General X. P. Banks,
Cotnmanditui Department of the Gulf.

letter from Lieutenant Beebe, IT. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy,
regarding readiness for removal of guns.

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
Alexandria, La., May 9, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have made every ar-

rangement to sling and move such guns as you may land from the

fleet to any point below the pontoon bridge you may designate. I

will commence to moA'e them the moment I am informed of their

being landed.

Should you wish them taken ashore this evening, and be kind
enough to inform me of the fact, I will commence transporting

Ihem at once.

A light-draft boat is at present waiting for the guns above the

liayou Rapides.
Very respectfully, your obedient sei'vant,

William S. Beere,
luf Lleutenfint Ordwinee and Chief Ordnance Officer.

[Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter.]

Report of lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, 11. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S.

Carondelet, regarding the readiness of that vessel for the passage of the falls.

U. S. S. Carondelet,
Red River, May 9, 186^.

Sir: We are now exactly in the channel at the head of the falls

Avith about 4 inches more water than when we grounded. Our lines

are so placed that we can have no diiRculty m dropping through
when we have sufficient water, about 4 inches more. I have just

got a line up from the dam and will go immediately to work to

force over, if possible, at once. We are no farther down than v/hen

you were up last.

Verj^ respectfully, your obedient .servant,

,ToHN G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Comriianding Mixnssippi Squadron.
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Report of Lieutenant-Commandei Smith, TJ. S. Navy, commandingr IT. S. S. Chilli-'

cothe, regarding the passing of instructions to commanding oi&ceTS, in prepara-
tion for the passage of the falls.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
May 9, 1864—11 p. m.

Sir : Two letters were received from you this evening. I immedi-
ately assembled the commanding oiBcers and gave them your instruc-

tions.

In reply to your question how am I getting on, I can say very well.

By hooking the bows and sides, berore evening, the ChilUoothe^s

draft was 4 feet 10 inches forward, 3 feet 7 inches aft. I am induced,
however, to believe that her actual draft is a few inches over 5 feet

under turret. I am anchored in the stream just above falls, and will,

if there is not a decrease of water, start down very early.

The vessels have been industrious in discharging ammunition,
stores, etc., and most of them will have plates loosened by midnight.
They believed their drafts would be

—

Louisville, 6 feet 6 inches;
Mound City and Pittsburg, the same; Carondelet, 6 feet 1 inch for-

ward, 5 feet 8 inches aft. Ozark think would, without plating, draw
6 feet 8 inches; draws now 6 feet.

Have just received your letter saying Lieutenant Beebe, of the
Ordnance Department, is prepared to take the guns away and that
we are not to blow them up.

Very i-espectfuUy, Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Alexandria, La.

Report of Brigadier-General McMillan, TJ. S. Army, naming the military details
at the dam.

Headquarters 1st DrvisiON, 19th Army Corps,
Alexandria, La., May 9, 1864.

Captain: In obedience to orders from headquarters Nineteenth
Army Corps, I have the honor to report as follows in relation to
details from this division at the dam

:

Twenty-ninth Maine, Lieutenant-Colonel Emerson, April 30, 1864.
Five companies One hundred and sixteenth New York, Lieutenant-

Colonel Higgins, commanding. May 4, 1864.

^
Five companies One hundred and sixteenth New York, Colonel

Ct. M. Love, commanding, on picket duty, covering the working
parties, May 5, 1864.

One hundred and sixty-first New York, Captain Prentice, com-
manding. May 9, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Kinsey, One hundred and sixty-first FNew
York], May 6, 1864.

Lieutenant Fairchild, aid-de-camp, First Brigade, May 6, 1864.
Lieutenant-Colonel Hubbard, Thirtieth Maine, May 9, 1864.
Respectfully submitted.

James W. McMiixan,
Briqadier-General. Commanding.

Captam F. Speed,
Assistant Adjutaut-Cieneral. 19th Arm-y Corps.
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, TJ. S. Havy, to Acting Master Keene,
IT. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Naiad.

U. S. S. [Black Hawk],
Mouth Red River, May 10, {186^'\.

Sir: You will proceed without delay up Red River and report to
Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay, commanding U. S. S. Choc-
taw, for such duty as he may assign you.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-('omniander. Commanding.

Acting Master H. T. Keeke,
Commanding U. S. S. Naiad, Mouth Red Rire/\ La.

Letter from Lieutenant Beebe, TJ. S. Army, to Kear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy,
regarding the removal of guns from the steamer Mittie Stevens.

Headquaeteks Department of the Gttlf,

Alexandria, La., May 10, 186\.

Sir: I have the honor to request that you will send a working
party to the boat Mittiv Stcveji.s, to land the three guns already on
her at such point as you may designate.

The captain of the Mittie Stevens has orders to move on the arrival

of the working party, in obedience to the directions of the officer in

charge of them. The officer in charge of the pontoon bridge also has

orders to open the bridge for her to pass down and return.

I hope by daylight to have the remaining 8-inch guns waiting at

the bayou, and would take the liberty of requesting that the guns be

landed and the boat returned to her present position by daylight, if

possible, to receive the remaining four guns.

"Would you also be kind enough to have a fresh party with the

necessary tackle at the bayou at daylight in order to put the remain-

ing guns on board the Stevens?
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

William S. Beebe,

1st LJevtenarit, Ordmrnre Department. V. S. Army.

Admiral Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, IT. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign Thomas,

TJ. S. Navy, for delivery of dispatch to Lieutenant-Commander Greer, TJ. S.

Navy.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth of Red River, May 11, [186j!f[.

Sir: Proceed up the river until you fall in with the Benton, Lieu-

tenant-Commander Greer, and hand to him the enclosed dispatch.

R<?turn without delay to this place after accomplishing the above.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Ensign Lloyd Thomas,
Corrbmanding Rohh.
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[Enclosure.]

Mississippi Squadron, U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, May 11, 186i.

Sir: I deem it es.sential that the Benton should be here as soon as

possible. You will, therefore, upon receipt of this, join me a,t this

place without delay.

EespectfuUy, etc.. Your obedient servant,

K. R. Beeese.
Liev ten-ant-Commander.

Lieutenant-Commander Ja:mes A. Greei!,_

Commandinff Benton.

letter from Kear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Major-General Banks, U. S. Army,

giving assurances of the successful passage of the fleet within a few days.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Off Alexandria, La., May 11, I864.

General : Colonel Wilson called to see me this morning and seemed

to think the navy were relaxing their exertions above. There is

really nothing that can be done to the Carond.elet until tlie water

rises. The channel in which she lies is a cut channel, in the shape of

an S, and when the bottom of a vessel is wedged in it there is no use

attempting to haul her through. Only Avater can help us, and we
want but 1 foot of that to get every vessel through. It would be

paying a very poor compliment to Colonel Bailey to suppose him
incapable of supplying the desired quantity in one or two days. I am
as anxious as yourself to see the vessels all through, and though I

have every confidence in the zeal and ability of the officers in com-
mand, I would give all my personal attention up there, but am laid

up with a complaint that perfectly prostrates me when I ride on
horseback or move about. Still, I know every hour what is going on,

and give directions accordingly.

Don't suppose because the vessels seem quiet that nothing is being
done; CA'erything is being done that can be. I hope you will look

this matter patiently in the face. T am sure that Colonel Bailey will

have every vessel through in two days, and though you are pressed
for forage, two days will really amount to nothing, and any loss we
might sustain in horses up to that time would be nothing in compari-
son to the loss of one of t]iose vessels. If we have met with reverses
above, the rescue of this fleet from its peculiar position will redeem
the past. You must have seen the tendency 01 the Northern press

to cavil at our movements out here, and they can not help but admit,
if we succeed, that amidst our trouble, the best piece of engineering
ever performed in the same space of time has been accomplished
under difficulties the rebels deemed insurmountable. Now, general,
I really see nothing that should make us despond. You have a fine

armj', and I shall have a strong fleet of gunboats to drive away an
inferior force in our front. We can, by making a united effort, open
the river when we please. I feel that the country is so abundant in
grass and clover just now that there can be no real danger to the
stock.
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I feel that you are extremely anxious to move; so I am to get the
boats down, and I am sure you will agree [with] me when I say that
there would be tremendous excitement throughout the country if the
vessels are not all brought over, which will certainly be done with
8 inches more of water, which there will be no difficulty in getting.

The water is rising in the ri^'er below (the backwater from the Mis-
sissippi, which extends now to this place), the water rising here.

I hope, sir, you will not let anything divert you from the attempt to

get these vessels all through safely, even if we have to stay here and
eat mule meat. There are some here who would not care if gunboats,
horses, and everything are left behind, as long as they could get

away, but as they have none of the responsibilities resting on your
shoulders and on mine, I hope they may not meet with any attention.

I feel that we are doing a splendid thing, and I want to see it carried

through without an accident to a single vessel. Please excuse my
long dispatch.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Portek,
Rear-Achniral.

Major-General X. P. Banks,
CoTThdg. Dept. of the Gulf, Alexandria, La.

Letter from Major-General Banks, V. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy,
s'tating his intention to protect the vessels till released.

Alexandria, May 11, 186^.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of this

morning. I have never entertained for a moment the thought of

abandoning any portion of the fleet, and my only anxiety is not to

move from this post, but to do all that can be done to expedite the

release of the vessels. Our men are at work very hard, many of

them (as last night, for instance) in the water the whole night.

They have been thus employed now for nearly two weeks, night and
day," and thej' complained very bitterly when the men of the navy
appeared to be doing nothing to effect the release of their own ships.

It was on account of complaints of this character that I requested

Colonel Wilson to wait on you this morning. It is not impossible

that there may be persons connected with the army who are inter-

ested only for'their own welfare, and care but little for the interests

of the. Government ; but you may be assured that such consideration

will not influence in any respect whatever the command of the army.

We shall not leave this post until the vessels are released. Thus
far the representations to the Northern press are most likely made
by men who ran away from the scene of action. When men fail to

do their duty they are most anxious to justify it by partial represen-

tations of facts. Do not entertain any doubt at all that, when the

country understands the truth in regard to this expedition, whatever

regrets they may feel as to its results, they will not cast serious re-

proach upon any person connected with it; but even should it be

otherwise, it will not disturb me. I appreciate the magnitude as

well as the importance of the labor in which we are now engaged,
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and doubt not its entire success. No efforts of mine shall be wanting
to produce that result. I am very glad to see by the Secretary's

letter, a copy of which you inclosed to me last night, that the deten-

tion of General Smith's forces on this line beyond the time when he

.supiDosed he was at liberty to leave us has been approved.
N. P. Banks,

Major- General, CommancUny.
Admiral Poister.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, V. S. Navy, commanding 11. S. S.

Carondelet, regarding operations connected with the passage of the vessels

over the falls.

U. S. S. Carondelet,
Red River, May 11, 1861^.

Silt: I am getting spars in place and shall use them at once.

Colonel Bailey will haul our stern out with a windlass from the right

bank of the river. I would suggest that one of the other vessels

drop down, if the Mound City gets through, until nearly to the
stern of this vessel, which will make dead water on our starboard
quarter and enable us to haul the easier. . I don't think the Mouwl
City has any prospect of getting past us with the present depth of
water. "We can tell in a couple of hours. We can go no farther on
the rocks, as I have run all the gims over on our port side to keep
her from sliding up ; this and the spars will hold us.

I think the Mound City will have to go ahead her length to let

us out, and then both vessels can go through. She is now lying
alongside of us, and I think the farther she goes astern the more
she will wedge in. I will send word down at 12 o'clock how we get
along.

I am. sir, very respectfully, vour most obedient .servant,

John G. Mitchell.
Liditennnt-Comnuinder, V. S. Navy.

Rear-Admiral David I). Porter, IT. S. Navy.
Co77im<mding Mississippi Hqnadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding 11. S. S. Louis-
ville, regarding operations connected with the passage of the vessels over the
falls.

U. S. S. LouLsviLLE, May 11, ISeJ,.

Sir: The MomuJ City has succeeded in getting abreast of the
Carondelet. There is plenty of water all around her, but she ap-
i:)ears to be aground somewhere about midships. The water is rising
at the rate of 2 inches in six hours. Before all the boats are o-ver
more lines (6-inch) will he required, as vessels are obliged to let
go at the right moment, and, although buoyed, the bottom is so
roclry and the current so strong I think it will be impossible to get
the lines only in pieces. The Pittslurg will go through next. The
Ozarl- is now lightened up to 5 feet. The channel is yet too narrow
for her. Mr. Robert's house was burned down by soldiers, who
state they were ordered to do so. I had a picket there all yesterday
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and last night and to-day until I dropped down. I was just about
sending another when the flames burst out.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. OWKN,
Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Oficer Present.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

P. S.—I have yet 19,000 pounds of shell on board. I should like

to take all or a portion off. The following are the several kinds:
50 100-pounder Parrott shell, 80 9-inch shell, 45 9-inch shrapnel,

42 30-pounder Parrott shot, 145 30-pounder Parrott shell.

Respectfully, etc.,

E. K. Owen,
Lleutenant-Gomnuindc i

:

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S.

Hound City, regarding the movement of that vessel over the falls.

U. S. S. Mound City—/^ a. m.

Admiral: We started the Mound City this forenoon a length and
a Iialf. We shall have her OA^er all right, I hope, in the course of the

afternoon. The Carondelet is all afloat only waiting for the former
to get down. The channel is very lumpy, which makes the delay.

Everything looks encouraging to get three of the " turtles " over

before 8 p. m. Water still rising slowly.

Respectfully, etc., T. O. Selfridge,

Lieuten<xnt-Coni?na7ide?:

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, V. S. Navy, regarding the grounding
of the V. S. S. Carondelet.

U. S. S. Mound City,

Tuesday afternoon. {^Not dated.']

Admiral : The Carondelet took a fine start this morning, but had
no checking line and has gone fast on the left-hand reef. She has
only 'o. feet 6 inches, for 20 abaft her bow. It will be very difficult to

get her off' before to-morrow.
It is my opinion that all of the turtles can go over and touch the

Carondelet but very slightly if at all.

I think that it will be decidedly the best plan to let them go over,

as time will be saved by it.

The Mound City is in a very favorable position to go oA^er, awaiting
your orders. Water rising very slowly.

Very respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Selfridge,

Rear-Admiral I). D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squaxlron,
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Report of Acting Volunteer lieutenant Laugthorne, V. S. Navy, commanding
TT. S. S. Mound City, giving the opinion of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, IT. S.

Army, regarding an additional crib for the dam.

U. S. S. Mound City, May 11, 1864—8.30 a. m. '

Sir: Your communication of this morning in regard to putting

in another crib to the dam has been received, and in reply I would
beg leave to state that, having consulted Colonel Bailey as to the

expediency of filling in the open space, he informed me that it would
be preferable to leave it open at present, as the water on the falls

above was rising and that by obstructing it, it would necessarily

weaken and probably undermine other parts of the work.
The water has risen 3 inches on the upper falls during the night

and is still rising fast.

The Carondelet, judging from present appeai'ances, will be over in

two hours or perhaps in less time.

The work on the wing dams is progressing ra^Didly and everything
is being done to expedite our passage.

I have held a consultation Avith Captain Owen this morning, and
we both consider that running bow downstream instead of stem
foremost will be the best way, as it will enable us to use our hawsers,
tackles, lines, etc., to better advantage.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. R. Langthoknk,
Actinff Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Kear-Admiral D. I). Portee,
Cojn-manding Mississippi Squadron.

Keport of Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Carondelet, regarding operations connected with the passage of the vessels
over the falls.

TJ. S. S. Carondki.kt,
L'ed River, May 11, 186/f.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of j'our communica-
tion of this morning in relation to your orders not being carried out
with regard to placing two steamers above this vessel, etc.
The order which you gave yesterday was given to Captain Hoel,

of the Pittshurg, and Captain Owen, of the Louisville. (I did not
understand you to say anything about working the wheels of these
steamers, but to place them so that they would throw the water in
the channel by wing-damming it.)

The Louisville had no steam up, and Captain Owen sent up an
order to the Moiind City to take her place. The Pittsburg did take
her place on the left bank of the ri\-er. and tlie Mound City the
position which the Fort Ilindnian had when she dropped the Osage
and the Neosho through. The vessels changed their position after-
wards—I don't know by whose orders.
With regard to the statement of General Banks that we have done

nothing during the night, I would simply state that we have been at
work all night, and liave succeeded in hauling her ahead 45 feet and
are nearly across the lumps in the channel.

I have sent an order to the commanding oflficers of the Pittslurq
and Mound City to take position to throw water on the falls Avith
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their wheels and have an anchor planted on the other side of the
lower shoal, which can be used bj^ the boats in succession as they
come on the falls.

I hope to be over by 12 o'clock.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
John G. Mitchell,

Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy.

Eear-Adniiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Keport of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, TJ. S. Navy, regarding the movements
of the XT. S. steamers Louisville and Ozark.

U. S. S. LouiSVILIJi

—

i P. M.

Sir: Your communication just received. The Louisville is now
dropping o^er, and I shall do all I can to get the Ozark over before
night. Everything looks cheering for this result.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Selfridgk.
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Bamsay, referring to withdrawal from Fort Se Bussy when advisable.

Slississippi Squadron, IT. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, May 1%, 186^.

Dear Easisav : I've nothing new to tell you. Send you the latest

bricks. You won't take it amiss in my telling you my fears about
the rebs getting a battery in below you and worsting some more of

our light-drafts, and urging you to " guard against all precautions."'

You know my reason for keeping the vessels there is to keep open
communications as far as we can, but it won't do to have any more
captures.

I've sent for the Benton and she will be here to-night. I shall not

send her up, however, unless necessary, and you must be the judge
of that. Of course you know matters Avith you better than I, and I

would not presume to order affairs where you are. Don't take any
risks, and should you at any time deem it proper to withdraAv from
Fort De Eussy don't wait for orders from me. For your own vessel

I've no fears, but the discretion of some of those with you I can not

rely upon. Do what you think best in the matter, and I will back
you up all in my power. The Forest Rose has a number of the Cov-
ington's men on board. Why don't you take them ; they will help fill

up your crew.
I do so hope to get good news soon. The Benton is just coming in.

Yours, truly,

Breese.
All is quiet about here just now.

102008°—N w R—VOL 26—13 -10
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letter from Major-General Banks, TT. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
regarding proposed movement of the army on the release of all the vessels.

Headquarters Department or the Gule,
Alexandria, May 12, 1864-.

The general being away, I take the liberty of informing you, by
his desire, that the movement of the army will begin early in the

morning in the event of the safe passage of the remaining boats over

the falls.

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,

Geo. B. Drake,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, to Kajor-Greneral Banks, 11. S. Army,
announcing that Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, TJ. S. Navy, will act as fleet

captain on account of the disability of the admiral.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Off Alexandria, La., May 12, 186k.

General : I find myself unable to move to-day without great pain,
and in cpnsequence have ordered Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Self-
ridge, commanding U. S. S. Osage, to take upon himself the duties
of fleet captain. He will have all the authority I possess to carry on
duty. If Colonel Bailey wants anything done he will please call on
Captain Selfridge, who will be with the upper vessels until they are
over. Any requisitions made on Captain Selfridge will be attended
to the same as if made on me.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admirol.

Major-General N. P. Banks,
Commamlin (J Department of the Gv,lf.

Letter from Major-General Banks, TJ. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, r. S. Navy,
giving the supposed location of the enemy.

Headquarters Department or tub Gulf,
Oshome's Plantation, May 13, 186],—12 p. m.

Admiral: Your note of this date was received at 11 o'clock p. m.
I will communicate to you in the morning by persons stationed on the
banks of the river to indicate our position, and if possible that of
the rebels. It is quite likely that the position of the enemy may be
more distant than I suggested in my note of this evening. 'The best
information I can get here locates them at the bend of the river
between Dunn's Bayou and Choctaw Bayou. It is 10 miles from
Atenia [Latanier] Bayou, where my headquarters are to-night, and
6 to 8 miles from Dunn's to Choctaw, making 16 to 18 milles from
Atenia [Latanier] to Choctaw. I am inclined to believe that the
rebels' position is just beyond Dunn's Bayou. They are stationed in
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an elbow of the river, in such position that the line of fire from the
gunboats above or below passes to their rear, doing them, as they
say, but little injury. They report here that but one man was killed
in the severe fire of the other day. The diagram enclosed exhibits
the bend in the river and the position of the batteries, with the prob-
able line of fire from our boats, as near as I can represent it from the
information given to me. Their force is said to be about 13.000, con-
sisting of Taylor's force and troops from Texas. The troops sent to
aid Price against Steele—five to seven thousand—are daily expected
to return, but I believe have not yet returned. Their subsistence is

brought from the country above Cotile. It is of limited quantity,
but the men say they want but one meal a day. Their animals graze
and the com is ground for the men. They are said to have thirty
guns. Taylor's headquarters are at Cheneyville. They are all

mounted, unless it be some infantry from Texas. The only obstruc-
tions in the river are from the sunken boats, Avhich are placed across
the current. Our information offers a very flattering prospect of a
brilliant and successful movement against the enemy. We believe
we have full information in regard to his position, and the means of
reaching it. It is of vital importance that your boats should be up
at the earliest moment possible.

I have the honor to be, with miicli respect, your obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Major-Gen^eral. Comniandinfj.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

P. S.—The stories that we have lieard of the rebels burying guns is

accounted for in this manner: The battery, which points down on the
river, is a sunken one in the levee; the heavy guns therefore arc buried
in the levee. This is the only burial of guns that has taken place.

N. P. B.

latter from Major-General Banks. U. S. Army, to Rea'r-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy,
desiring' a gunboat for protection of rear guard.

Headquarters. Department of the Gitlf,

Wilson's Landingr, May 14-, -?tW4—-^' 0-5 p. in.

The general wi.shes me to say that the enemy is pushing the rear of

our train. He desires, if you have not already done so, that a gun-
boat be sent back to the assistance of the rear guard.

I have the honor to be, verj'^ respectfully. A"our obedient servant,

(teo. B. Drakk,
Assistant Adjiitaiit-0eneral.

Kear-Admiral D. D. Poktkh.
Com,munding Mississippi Squndron.

letter from Major-General Banks, TI. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, tJ'. S. Navy,
regarding expected movement of troops and attack at Marksville.

Headquarters Department or the Gulf,
Red River, May H, 186^.

AoMHiAL: It is necessary to build a bridge across the bayou whicli

is in our front before the army can march. It will probably be
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completed by 8 o'clock, perhaps by 7, when we shall be in full march.
A prisoner captured this evening says that the enemy will probably
fight us at Marksville. It is not credited, but still it may be pos-

sible. He reports a rumor circulated in the rebel camp that Grant
had captured Richmond with 30,000 prisoners. Our men are in

excellent spirits, and it will require a very powerful enemy to over-

come them. I will communicate to you in the morning any infor-

mation we may receive in addition to the above.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JSr. p. Banks,
Major-Gi'iurul, Commandhig

.

Eear-Adniiral D. D. PoinEn.
Commundlny lUlssisaipj)/ J^quadron.

letter from Major-General Banks, V. S. Army, to Kear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy,
transmitting request for gunboats.

Headquarteks Department of the Gulf,
Welshes Plantation, May H, 186J!f.

I enclose a dispatch from General Emory from the front. Please
send the boats as he requests. The Fifteenth Corps will flank the
train on the right, leaving one regiment Avith a cavalry brigade to
bring up. the rear of the train. Please leave a gunboat in the rear,

as you suggested.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Blajor-Genercd, Commanding

.

Eear-Admiral 1). D. Porter,
L 'oinmandlnr/ J/issin.nppi LSquadron.

( Enclosure. J

Headquarters 19th Army Corps, May H, 1861^—8 a. m.
There is heavy skirmishing in front. We are still advancing. If

some of those gunboats could be sent up, they would give us great
advantage, even without firing a gun. I am about 6 miles, and our
advance fully 7, from the ground we occupied this morning.

Respectfully,

W. H. Emory,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Brigadier-General Dwight,
Chief of Staff.

letter from Major-General Banks, XT. S. Army, to Kear-Admiral Porter, XT. S. Navy
desiring the gunboats near Fort De Russy, in view of the reported movement
of the enemy from Uarksville.

Headquarters Department of the Gulf
Choctauj Bayou, May 15, 'iSS^.

Admiral
: The enemy are preparing to start, about 1 mile this

.side of Marksville, according to reports from Brigadier-General
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Emory, who is in front. If such is the case, it will be desirable to

have some of your gimboats a short distance this side of Fort De
Russy, as the left of my line will rest on the river.

I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Poetkr,
( 'oniiiiandiiig Missinsipp! Squadron.

letter from Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
desiring gunboats at Slmmesport.

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
A'ear Marksville, May 16, 1864-.

Admiral: We shall camp to-night between Marksville and Man-
sura, headquarters at Marksville. 8immesport is 20 miles distant.

We shall make our headquarters there to-morroAV night. I should
be glad, if the river admits, if you would send down one or two
boats to that point. The enemy has returned in our front, showing
some artillery and dismounted cavalry, but had made no decided re-

sistance.

With much respect, vour obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,

,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gommanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Kamsay, TJ. S. Navy, to Jlajor-General Banks,
V. S. Army, desiring to know the wishes of the latter regarding the movement
of transports.

U. S. S. Choctaw,
Of Fort De Russy, La., May 15, 1864—3 p. in.

Sir: In obedience to instructions from Admiral Porter, I have the

honor to inform you that he, being very unwell, has gone down to

the mouth of the river and left me in command at this place. He
has ordered me to stop all boats that have provision and forage on
board until I hear from you. The empty transports are to proceed

immediately to Simmesport. I shall be pleased to learn your wishes

at as early a moment as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Frank M. Ramsay,
Lieutenant-Commander, ('ommanding.

Major-General X. P. Banks,
CoiirirMnding T)epartment of the Gulf.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Banks,

IT. S. Army, regarding the movement of transports and gunboats for Simmes-

port.

U. S. S. Choctaw,

Off Fort De Russy, La., May 15, 1864—7.30 p. m.

Sir: Admiral Porter left here at 3 p. m. for the mouth of the
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boats have gone with them to protect them. I shall leave here with

the remainder of the gunboats at daylight to-morrow morning. The
last news from the North is that General Grant had defeated General

Lee after three days' fighting. When last heard from General Grant

had advanced 20 miles beyond the battle field. General Butler had
advanced from Fort Monroe, had occupied Petersburg, and cut Lee's

railroad communication.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Fkank M. Ramsay,
Lieutenant-Coviniander, Commanding.

Major-General N. P. Banks,
Commanrl.ing Department of the Gulf.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Wavy, to master of steamer Sioux City, to

report at mouth of Red River.

Mouth or Ekd Pivkk, May 16, \186Jt].

Sir: Repair with your boat to this place without delay and report

to Tne.

By orcler of Rear-Admiral I). D. Portei':

K. R. Bkeese,
Lieutenant-Comnumder, Comnianding.

]\Iaster or Steadier Siottx City.

[Order of same date and like tenor to the master of the steamei'

ir. L. Irv/ng.]

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to lieutenant-Commander Gillis, V. S.

Navy, commanding U. S. S. Elk, to report at mouth of Red River.

Mouth of Red River, May 16, \186^1.

Sir: The admiral directs that you, with your vessel and the Talla-
hatchie, repair to this place without delay, bringing with you the
coal barge at Black River.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Com/rrumder, Commanding.

Tjieutenant-Commander Jas. PL Gili.is,

Commanding U. S. S. ElJc.

Report of lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, regarding the expected ar-
rival at Simmesport of Kajor-Oeneral Banks, TJ. S. Army.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Simmesport, La., May 16, 186Jf—8.1(5 p. m.

Sir: Two officers airived here this evening from General Banks'
camp 10 miles from here o^'e^ the right bank as the river runs. They
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reported all well with the army, and that they would be here to-
morrow by noon to embark for the Mississippi River.
They had an artillery fight with the rebels this morning.

Very respectfully,

Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Com:mand.ing U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Mouth of Red River.

[Telegram.]

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mouth Red River, May 16, 186i.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the portion of the

squadron that were caught above the falls at Alexandria have been
released from their unpleasant position, owing to the indefatigable

exertions of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, acting engineer. Nineteenth
Army Corps, who proposed and built a tree dam of 600 feet across the

river at the lower falls, which enabled all the vessels to pass in safety.

The back water of the Mississippi reaching Alexandria allowed them
to pass over all the shoals and the obstructions planted by the enemy
to a point of safety.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David T). Porter,
Reai'-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

New Orleans, May 17, 186^.

Please notify officers in command of supply boats near mouth Red
River that the army will be at Simmesport, [La.], to-day in want of

provisions and forage.

J. J. Reynolds,
Major- General

.

Captain Beeese, U. S. Navy,
Mouth Red River.

Order of lieutenant-Commander Breese, II. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Johnston, TJ. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Forest Rose, to proceed to

Simmesport, towing barges.

Mouth of Red River, May 17, \186i]

.

Sir: Proceed with the two empty barges designated, in tow of

your vessel, to Simmesport and turn them over to General Banks.

Report to Captain Smith, giving him the accompanying letter and
return as soon as he directs.

Respectfully, etc., K. R. Breese,

Lieutenant-Commander.

Xrthicr Vnliintppr Lipiitpnant. .Twn V .Tnwv.tjTiTNr
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[Enclosure.]

Mouth or Red River, May 17, \^186Jf\.

Dear Smith: The admiral wants you to send the Louisville and

Carondelet down here as soon as possible.

The Forest Rose tows up two barges without coal, to be turned

over to the army for a pontoon, and the admiral wishes you to send

her back as soon as she lands them.

Yours, truly, Breese.

Order of Rear-Admira.l Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer lieutenant

Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Avenger.

[MoTJTH OF Red River], May 17, {186J^'\.

Sir : You will report to me at this place without delay with your

vessel and take in coal as rapidly as possible.

By order of David D. Porter, rear-admiral

:

K. R. Breesk,

Lieuteiiant-Commander, V. S. Navy.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Chas. A. Wright,
Commanding V. S. S. Avenger.

Order of lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Foster, U. S. Navy, to send the Tl. S. S. Kenwood to mouth of Red Eiver.

Mouth of Red River, May 17, [1864~\.

Sir: Upon receipt of this you will send the Kenwood up to report

to me without delay at this place.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. P. Fosi-er,

Comdg. Lafayette and Second Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Gregory, XT. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

St. Clair, regarding engagement at Eunice's Bluff.

On Board U. S. S. St. Clair,
Simmesport, May 17, 186Jf.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report : On my way
down Red River on the afternoon of the 15th the rebels fired into us
near Eunice's Bluff. T rounded the boat to and fought them until

the transports were out of danger and they had ceased firing. I then
went on down the river. At the next bend below the bluff they met
me again. I backed up and fought them there until they left. I saw
no more of them. We have no one hurt, and no other damage than a
few more scars on the vessel.

I have two master's mates now more than twenty months in the
sei'vice. If upon examination they are found as competent as I find
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them worthy I would like to see them promoted. My crew as it
stands, will do their duty.

'

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. B. Gregory,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Cotnmanding.

Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding TJ. >S. Mla/sinsipjn Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer lieutenant John-
ston, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose, to report for duty in the
fourth district,

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Oif Mouth Red River, May 18, 1861

Sir : You will proceed up the river with the vessel under your com-
mand and report to Lieutenant-Commander J. A. Greer for such duty
as he may assign you in his district.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston,
Commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, IT. S. Navy, regarding affairs at Simmes-
port.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Simmesport, La., May 18, 186Jj.

—6: 30 p. m.
Sir : Brigadier-General A. J. Smith arrived on board about fifteen

or twenty minutes since, and has now left. His manner was much as

you know it to be at times, and his remarks were concerning his inten-

tions and his fighting to-day. He has been fighting hard all day,
losing 25 men per hour. Sent for reinforcements and could not get

them; General Banks, it was believed, had left. He first anchored
transports abreast so as to make a bridge for his troops to pass over
to the left bank.
This bridge prevents my signaling, and I expect the passage of

even a cutter at this time would be difficult, and this while I should
be free to control all the vessels under my command.

General Smith said he was going out to-night to do his best to

drive the rebels off, and asked me to remain until he embarked his

force. This I, of course, promised, being, too, your order.

The rebels liave been reinforced, I am told, but T Avish no change
except that an opening may be made in the bridge of steamboats to

admit of my command being a unit. I am going now to effect this,

if possible, though T suppose General Banks lias trammeled every-
thing to have them remain as he left them.

I will be under steam to-niglit in all tlie vessels.

Very respectfully,

Watson Smith,
Lieutenan t-Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
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General Smith is going to see you at 9 p. m. in the Gazelle. He
wished to do so. I think I can look out for him.

W. S.

I have looked for General Banks, but could not find him. I find

that he is about the camp, and will trust to his opening for us to

pass if necessary, for us to go either way.

Report of lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding XT. S. S. Chilli-

cothe, regarding affairs at Simmesport.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Simmesport, La., May 19, 186^.

Sir : I have very little to report. General Banks' troops are mov-
ing still across the river.

On enquiring for General A. J. Smith this morning on board the
Clara Bell, was informed that he was out on the rear. Have not
heard from him to-day.

The Department of the Gulf asks for coal for the steamboats ferry-

ing troops. The vessels with me have three days' coal for running in

daylight, but are using it now every night, and the barge you sent, T

am informed, contains 10,000 bushels.

I have not touched the barge yet, but will fill the vessels above first,

as far as necessary, and get it through the bridge as soon as jaossible

for these vessels. I will then send the remaining coal down to you,
as your order directs, unless I receive different orders.

Very respectfully,

Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Commandei'.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Mouth- Red Rivei.

P. S.—We have gunboats enough, and each has its position as-
signed when the bridge is broken up. The nights are bright, and I
believe we will get General Smith on with ease.

Very respectfully,

Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Com/mander.

letter from Lieutenant-Commander Smith, 11. S. Navy, to Major-Oeneral Banks,
TJ. S. Army, requesting passage for the TJ. S. S. St. Clair through the trldge of
boats at Simmesport.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Sinwnesport, La., May 19, 1864-.

Sir: The admiral has directed me to send the gunboat St. Clair
to him immediately. The St. Clair is below the bridge of steam-
boats, and I have the honor to request, in Admiral Porter's name,
that you will have room made for that vessel to pass through the
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bridge. The St. Clair will proceed to the bridge as soon as possible,

to pass through at the place most convenient to yon.
Very respectfully,

Watson SariTii,

Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer Present.

Major-General N. P. Banks, U. S. Army,
Commanding Department of the GuU

Seport of lieutenant-Commander Smith, XT. S. Navy, regarding request for pas-
sage of U. S. S. St. Clair through the bridge of boats, and movement of the
troops from Simmesport.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Simmespo7't, La., May 19, 1864.

Sir: I have just received your instructions to send the St. Clair

to you. As she is below the bridge of boats, I have sent to Major-
General Banks, in your name, requesting him to open the bridge at

the place most convenient to him, to allow the St. Clair to pass. It

is now 11 : 20 p. m. It will be some time before they can open the

bridge, as General Banks' headquarters are at Simmes' house.

I sent a letter to you this evening by the Avenger, but General
Banks has not yet moved in her. General Smith (A. J.) was, I was
told this morning on calling to see him, on the Clara Bell "in the

advance on the retreat " since 3 a. m. All goes well with us.

General Banks' army is, I believe, expected to be over early in the

morning, but they move very slowly. General A. J. Smith's numer-
ous wounded were left to lie from early morning to evening, before

being taken to hospital. I have this from good authority. It excites

much remark.
The hospital vessels, or some, are in the bridge, and the delay

there causes much suffering.

Very respectfully, Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral I). D. Porter,
Commanding U. S. Misfiiissippi Squadron, Mouth of Red River.

The army wants 100 tons of coal. I declined to give it unless or-

dered by you, as I had your order to return all I did not need, and I

thought you were perhaps shoi't of coal.

Evening, May 19, 1864.

I heard a rumor tliis evening from Pilot John Dean, of this vessel,

that the rebel forces were reported to ha^'e already crossed down this

river to fight General Banks on the Mississippi Kiver. I give it

only as I heard it.

Very respectfully, Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Corn/mander.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding V. S. Mississippi Squadron.
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Eeport of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the necessary destruction

of guns above the falls and the removal of iron from certain vessels.

No. 118.] Mississirri Squadeon, Fi.agship Black Hawk,
Off Mouth Red River, La., May 19, 1864.

Sir : In my report in relation to the release of tlie gunboats from

their unpleasant position above the falls I did not think it prndent

to mention that I was obliged to destroy 11 32-pounders, not having

time to haul them from above the falls to Alexandria, the army
having moved and drawn in all their pickets. The best guns were

hauled first. The 32-pounders were old guns and would have been

condemned on the first opportunity.

For the same reasons I also omitted to mention that I was obliged

to take off the iron from the sides of the Pook gunboats and from
the Ozark to enable them to get over.

Not being able to haul this iron around the falls to Alexandria, for

want of wagons, I ordered the gunboats to run up the river at night

to a point where they could find from 5 to 6 fathoms of water, where
tlie iron was thrown overboard, and where, in a few moments, it

would sink many feet under the quicksands, thus leaving no possible

chance for the rebels to recover it.

The Pook vessels run so much better without this iron than they

ever did before, and it never having been of any use to them, I pro-

pose leaving it off altogether. Their forward casemates are still

heavily protected with iron, and as they always fight bow on, it is

all they should carry. Besides, they are getting old, and having done
a great deal of service without any repairs, they can not bear the

weight. They now run from 2 to 2J knots faster than before.

The Ozark is a miserable vessel. Her turret has ceased to work
altogether and is about twice as high and heavy as it should be.

T really do not know what can be done with her, unless it is to take
the turret off and, with some additional strengthening, put casemates
about her. This, when done, will enable her to lie at some of tlie'

points on the river, where a formidable vessel is required.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAvm D. Porter,
Rear-A<Imii'(th fommnndiiir/ Mtunsnippi Squadron.

Hon. (tideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Wdfihiiu/ton, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Smith, U. S. Navy, regarding the disposition of
the gunboats in relation to the movement of the army from Simmesport.

U. S. S. CniLLicoTTrE,
Siminesport, La., May 20, 186^.

Sir: General A. J. Smith is moving his men to the left bank
(where you were in the Black Ilawk), intending to remain here to-

night, and the transports are to leave at 5 or 6 p. m. for Old River,
a mile or two down, which, turning to the right from the Atchafalaya,
he intends to embark his men to-morrow, leaving Simmesport at
7 a. m.
The transports will have the fleet of seven gunboats to see them off,

and the St. Clair and Ouztllc will convoy tlicin (o Old River. The
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Mmnd City will be just above Bayou de Grace [Glaise?], the Pitts-
burff below a hundred yards or more, and below her this vessel, with
guns on the open space below the bayou, and the Fort Hindman
below still farther, guarding the approaches below with her stern
guns. This arrangement is somewhat different from my first arrange-
ment, Avhich did not contemplate any division of the gunboats. We
will have steam to-night.

Very respectfully, Watson Smith,
LieiiteiiMnt-Uommander.

Eear-Admiral Davtd D. Porter,
Commanding U. S. Missisaippi Squadron.

letter from Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
requesting a supply of ooal for the transports.

Headquarters Department or thk Gulf,
Simmesport, May W, 186^.

Admiral: The transports here have been engaged in ferrying
troops and have in this way used up all their fuel. I would be much
obliged if you would send a barge of coal to resupply them. Some
will leave as soon as they can get the coal.

Very 'respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. P. Banks,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D.wm D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Beport of Xieutenaut-Commander Smith, TJ. S. Navy, regarding the withdrawal
of the army from Simmesport without disturbance from the enemy.

U. S. S. ClIILLlCOTHE,

Underway, May 21, 186^—a. m.

Sir : There was a dense fog and smoke over the river and its banks
last night, and before it cleared in the morning General A. J. Smith
had left with his troops. He must have gone at about 4.30 a. m., as

the reveille was heard at 4 o'clock.

I was quite surprised when the fog had cleared at the absence of
the troops, as the general had promised to let me know of any
change in the order of moving.
As I passed Old River there were no transports in the place where

General Smith said he would embark his troops, nor any in sight.

The rear of his army was just turning down the shore of Old River.

The pilots decided that there would be difficulty in passing out

through Old River with the gunboats, and it being probable that the

transports had gone out by the way we came in, I decided on taking
the same direction.
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I have not seen or heard of the slightest attempt on the part of the

enemy to arrest the departure of the troops or transports, though

they were near as General Smith crossed the Atchafalaya.

Very respectfully,

Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-C inmander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding TJ. S. Mississippi Squadron.

letter from transportation quartermaster to Rear-Admiral Porter, r. S. Navy,
desiring to know if convoy will be necessary for transports carrying sick and
wounded to New Orleans.

Office Quartermaster in Charge or Steamboats,
Deft, of the Gtilf, on Board Steamer Metropolitan,

Red River Landing, May 21, ISBlf..

Admiral: There are four transports here full of sick and wounded,
destined for New Orleans, and ready to start. I was instructed by
General Canby to notify you before starting any steamers down the
river. Will you please inform me by bearer whether it is safe for me
to start them without a convoy ; and if not, where they shall be di-

rected to go to await such guard as you may think proper shall be
sent with them?

I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C G. Sawtelle,
Copfniv. avd Assistant Qvm^ennaster,
hi Charge of Steamboat Transportation,

Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Xavy.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. 5. 'Navy, regarding the safe withdrawal of
the army across the Atchafalaya River, supported by the gunboats, and com-
mending the leadership of Generals Smith and Mower, U. S. Army.

]\Iississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Haaati,

OjJ Cairo, III., Maij 26, 186^.

Sir: I have the lioiior to report my arrival at this place, four days
from Red Eiver. The army had all crossed the Atchafalaya, and
General Smith's division had embarked; the gunboats covered the
army until all were over.

General Smith, who brought up the rear, turned upon the rebels
with a part of his command under General Mower, killed and
wounded a number, captured 180 prisoners, and 2 fieldpieces. This
makes 8 or 9 fieldpieces captured by General Smith, besides the guns
captured at Fort De Russy, in all of which captures General Mower
bore a conspicuous part. It is just such men we want to lead our
soldiers.



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 159

The river is quiet between this and Red River. The rebels had a
battery on the banks below Tunica Bend, but the gunboats drove it

away after a short action.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-A dnviral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, W.xshington, D. C.

ITelegram.J

Cairo, May 26, 1861
I congratulate you heartily on getting your fleet out of the woods.

Are you coming to Cairo to-day or to-morrow?
C. P. Stone.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Portkr,
Mound City.

letter from lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Rear-Admiral Porter,

V. S. Navy, regarding the transfer of military command.

[3Iay, 1861]

Dear Admiral: I congratulate you most heartily in getting out
of the scrape above. General Canby is on board here, the new head
of affairs, and is to relieve Banks. There are a number of transports,

etc., waiting to go to Simmesport. I send you the papers. Grant
has been successntl thus far.

Yours, truly, K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War, transmitting
report of Rear-Admlral Farter, V. S. Navy, and recommending that the thanks
of Congress be extended to lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, V. S. Army.

Navy Department, May S7, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a printed copy of the

report * of Rear-Admiral Porter, dated the 16th instant, giving a

minute and graphic account of the extrication of a portion of his

fleet which had been caught by the low stage of water above the

falls at Alexandria, Red River, by almost superhuman efforts, di-

rected by the extraordinary engineering conceptions and intelligence

of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, acting military engineer. Nineteenth
Army Corps, and other officers of the army, under his direction.

For this eminent achievement, whereby a valuable fleet, worth
nearly $2,000,000, has been saved to the country, too great an appre-
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ciafcion of the services of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey can not be

bestowed on him by the Government, and I would suggest at least

that you recommend to Congress that this oiBcer should receive a

vote of thanks.

Very respectfully, Gideon Weli^es,
'Secretary of the Navy.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, regarding testimonial for

lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, 17. S. Army.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagshtp Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., May 30, 1864.

Geneh.m. Order,]
No. 207.

J

A subscription was started for the purpose of raising a finid

sufficient to testify to Colonel Bailey, of the Nineteenth Army Corps,
the high appreciation felt by the Mississippi Squadron of the services

rendered by him in getting the squadron up Red River over the

falls. All persons having subscribed, or desirous to subscribe, will

hand in through their paymasters the amount subscribed, and all

paymasters are directed to send the amounts to Paymaster C. H.
Kirkendall, of this vessel, who will receipt for the same.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Miss. Squadron.

letter from the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Navy, acknowledging
receipt of letter.

War Department,
Washinffton City, May 31, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter

of the 27th instant, transmitting a printed copy of the report of
Rear-Admiral Porter, giving an account of the extrication, by means
devised by Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, acting military engineer. Nine-
teenth Army Corps, of a portion of his fleet, caught by the low stage
of water above the falls at Alexandria, Red River.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Hon. Gideon AVelt;ES,

Secretary of the Na>'y.

letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, con-
gratulating him on the safe passage of the squadron through the falls and
extending the thanks of the Department to officers and men of the Army who
made It possible.

Navy Department, May 31, I864.

Sir : The Department acknowledges the receipt of your interesting
report of the 16th instant, giving a detailed and graphic account of
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the rescue of the Mississippi Squadron from its perilous position
above the falls at Alexandria, Red River, and of the aid which you
received through the indomitable perseverance and engineering skill

of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, acting military engineer of the Nine-
teenth Army Corps.

It is with no ordinary feelings of pleasure that the Department
learns of the safe passage of this valuable squadron, threatened as
it was with inevitable capture or destruction, and congratulates you
and your command that the fleet, which has borne such a conspicuous
part in many of the great events of the war, has been spared to the
country for future usefulness and renown. You will tender the
thanks of the Department to the officers and men of the Army for
the cheerful aid given you in this great emergency, without which
the squadron would unavoidably have fallen into the hands of the
rebels or been destroyed.

While regretting the loss of the steamers Signal and Covington,
and lamenting for the brave men who fell in the engagement with
the enemy, the Department takes great pleasure in expressing its

admiration of the gallant manner in which those vessels were de-
fended, and has reason to believe that the officers and men did their
whole duty nobly and faithfully.

Very respectfully,

Gideon Welles.
Secretwry of the Navy.

Rear-Adtniral D. D. Porter,
Com/mandvng Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, TS. S. Navy, to Major-Qeneral Caaby, TJ. S. Army,
extending the thanks of the Department for the assistance rendered by the
army in the passage of the fleet over the falls.

Mound Crrr, Jvm^ 13, 186^..

General: I am directed by the honorable Secretary of the Navy
to convey the thanks of the Department to the enterprising and
gallant officers and men who so nobly aided the gunboats to get down
from above the falls at Alexandria when there was every prospect of

their remaining there, owing to low water, and a probability of their

being destroyed, to prevent their falling into the hands of the rebels.

I have already expressed to the Department in my report (a copy
of which I herewith enclose) the high estimate I placed upon the

services of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey and his associates, and I can
add nothing that will convey a stronger expression of feeling for

the aid we received through the indomitable perseverance and skill

of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, to whom belongs the entire credit of

the enterprise, he having conceived the idea of building the dam.
It is the intention of the officers connected with the late Red River

fleet to present to Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey a memento, in com-
memoration of the safe passage of the vessels. This will be sent to

him at a proper time, and I hope he will receive it as a very small

testimonial of the high appreciation they have of the service he
rendered them and the crews on that occasion.

102008°—N w K—VOL 26—13 ^11
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Congratulating him on his promotion, so well deserved, and hoping

that the brave officers and men associated with hmti will appreciate

the kind feelings we shall ever entertain for them,

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Maior-General E. R. S. Canby, „. . . •

Commanding Military Division of Western Mississippi.

P. S.—Enclosed is the copy of a letter * from the honorable Secre-

tary of the Navy.

letter from Major-General Canby, IT. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, 11. S. Navy,

acknowledging the receipt of letter conveying the thanks of the Department.

Hdqs. Military Division of the West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., .June 22, 1861f..

Admiral: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your

communication of the 13th instant, conveying the thanks of the

Navy Department to officers and men of the Army for assistance

rendered to the fleet at Alexandria, La. Copies of your dispatch to

the Navy Department, the letter of the Secretary of the Navy, and

your communication to me, I shall at once transmit to General Bailey,

and the expression of the thanks of the Department will be com-

municated to the troops in a general order.

I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Edward R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding V. S. Mississippi Squadron.

letter from lieutenant-General Smith, C. S. Army, to Major-General Taylor, C. S.

Army, referring to Red and Ouachita rivers as the probable line for the ap-

proach of Federal forces.

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department,
Shreveport, La., January 4-, 186^.

'General: Your letter from Alexandria, of the 28th ultimo, was
received to-day. The inclosed order, taken from the Texas papers,

is a ruse of General Magruder's, intended to deceive the enemy, or

rather to cover the indiscreet publication of an order giving the

organization of his command. There has been, I think, no reorgan-

ization of General Green's division, nor will I sanction it.*******
I still think Red and Washita [Ouachita] rivers, especially the

former, are the true lines of operation for an invading column, and
that we may expect an attempt to be made by the enemy in force

before the rivers fall. Captain [Jonathan H.] Carter has three

pieces mounted on the Missouri, a 9 and 11 inch and a 32-pounder

* See p. 160.



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 163

rifle. He has orders to take advantage of the first rise to fall down
the river and report with his boats to you at Alexandria. He is a
determined man, and, I think, will fight his vessel desperately. He
requires about 60 additional men for the crews of the Missouri and
Webi. You will have to obtain them for him, either by volunteers
or details from your command. Had Mouton's division gone to
Arkansas, W. H. Parsons' brigade would have gone to you.*******

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. KiRBY Smith,
Lieutenant-General.

Major-Greneral R. Taylor.

Report of UajoT-Oeneral Taylor, C. S. Army, regarding the location of Federal
forces under Brigadier-General Emory, IT. S. Army, at Franklin, La., and re-
ferring to the preparation of the C. S. S. Missouri.

Headqu.4rters District of West Louisiana,
Alexandria, January 15, 186Ij..

General: I have the honor to report that the enemy have arrested

their movement at Franklin. Some 4,000 under General Emory hold
the fortifications there, encamped on both sides of the Teche. The
bulk of the force under Franklin took cars at Berwick Bay. Whether
they will reinforce Washburn or operate in this quarter I do not
know. At all events, we should be prepared as far as possible, and
I trust the remaining 9-inch gun and the carriages for the two
32-Dahlgrens will soon reach me. For the 9-inch and 32-pound rifle

now in position at Fort De Hussy, there were sent down only 50

rounds of shot and shell ; more should be sent at once. The Missouri,

I suppose, will come down on the first rise. Every facility will be
afforded Captain [Jonathan H.] Carter to get in fighting order. If he
will report in advance his requirements, I will have everything in

readiness for him. I hope for an early reply to rny several communi-
cations on the subject of burning private cotton as well as Govern-
ment cotton in the Ouachita, whether the arrangements with Messrs.

Menard and Stevenson do not cover, all the Government owns in that

region.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. Tayt^oe, Major-General.
Brigadier-General Boggs,

Chief of Staff.

Report of Hajor-General Walker, C. S. Army, regarding the movements of the

Federal forces from SimmeEport and proposing an advance of his forces to

meet them.

Headquarters Walker's Division,

Marksville, March 12, 186^—7 p. m.

General: Captain McNelly has just reached here from Simmes-
port, and reports that the enemy had six gimboats and two trans-

ports at Simmesport, and that they were landing troops when he left,

about an hour by sun this evening. He says that the pickets above



164 NAVAL FOBCES OK WESTEKN WATEKS.

number of transports were coming down the Atchafalaya when he
left. This is doubtless Sherman's force from Vicksburg, as they
certainly did not come up the Mississippi. I shall move down at

daylight in the morning with Randal's and Hawes' brigades to sup-
port Scurry, who is in position on Yellow Bayou. That position,

however, is untenable, as it can be turned in this low stage of water.

I am embarrassed to know how to cover Fort De Russy. As against
such a force as the enemy evidently has, it would be extremely
hazardous to risk an engagement on this island around Marksville,
out of which there is no egress except by the bridge over Bayou
Du Lac. I shall retain the steamboat Goimtess here to carry off

whatever may be necessary to move, and send her off at the last

moment that it will be safe for her to remain.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. Walker,
Major-General, ConMn-anding.

Major-General R." Taylor.
Commanding District of West Louisiana-.

Order of lieutenant-General Smith, C. S. Army, to Lieutenant Uarshall, C. S.

Army, to prepare for the sinking of steamer New Falls City, to obstruct the
river, if necessary.

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department,
Skreveport, La., March 18, 1864..

The lieutenant-general commanding thinks it may be necessary
to have the steamer A^ew Falls City (now lying near Coushatta
Chute) sunk in Red River just at the foot of Scopern's Cut-off.

He directs that you proceed without delay with the steamer Osceola
to the point where the New Falls City is lying. You will put a crew
on board and take her up to the cut-off, where you will hold her in
readiness to be sunk on the approach of the enemy. Inclosed is an
order for a crew from any negroes you may meet coming up the
river. The chief engineer reports some sent up from Natchitoches.
Should you, however, not meet them, the inclosed order will enable
you to impress them. An engineer and pilot will be furnished bv
the Osceola to bring the boat up. . When it becomes necessary to sink
her, any assistance which you may require will be furnished by the
officer in command of the steamer Missouri, which will be stationed
near you. Should the enemy approach, you will give the boats
which may be below the cut-off time to pass before obstructing the
channel. For details you must be governed by your judgment,
though it will probably be well to fill the boat with earth, as rock
can not be hadj so as to make her more stable. A detail may be sent
down from this point to take out her machinery. Captain James
McCloskey, assistant quartermaster, now at Natchitoches, has been
directed to notify you of the enemy's approach and when his last
boat shall come up. You will do well to communicate with him as
occasion may offer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. Cunningham,
Lieutenant, and Aid-de-Camp.

Lieutenant W. E. Marshall,
Engineer Troops.
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Order of lieutenant-General Smith, C. S. Army, to Major-General Taylor, C. S.
Army, for the obstruction of the river with torpedoes.

Headquarters Trans-Missisippi Department,
Shreveport, March 19, I86JI1..

General: I have directed an officer of the Missouri, with thirty
torpedoes and a crew of men selected for the purpose, to proceed
down the river and obstruct it with torpedoes at some point below
Grand Ecore. I will direct the officer to report to you should he
tind you below, otherwise to report to Captain McCloskey, who is

at Grand Ecore, upon consultation with whom he will fix a point
at which the torpedoes are to be placed. If practicable, I would
suggest their being used below Cotile ; otherwise the vicinity of the
falls below Grand Ecore might be selected. As soon as the torpedoes
fire placed in position the boat and crew will return to Shreveport.
Arrangements should be made by pickets and couriers, so that the
party on the boat can be notified in time of the passage over the
falls of the enemy's gunboats or the advance of a party of the
enemy. I send down by the boat a signal corps, under Sergeant
Landry, who will assist in notifying the officer in charge of the tor-

pedo boat of the movements of the enemy. When they get through
with this duty they are ordered to report to you.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

E. KiRBY Smith,
Lieutentant-General, Commanding.

Major-General R. Taylor,
CommaTiding, etc.

Order of Lleutenant-General Smith, C. S. Army, to Colonel Logan, C. S. Army, for

movements with a view to restricting the passage of the enemy down the
Onachita Biver.

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department,
Shreveport, La., April IS, I864.

Colonel: I am instructed by the general commanding to direct

you to proceed with your command at the earliest moment practi-

cable to Columbia, to man the heavy guns at that point, take them to

Copenhagen, and dispute the passage of the enemy's gunboats and
transports down the Ouachita River. You will march as rapidly as

possible. At Minden you will report to Brigadier-General Liddell.

He will send to your support a sufficient force of cavalry, of whose
line of march he will probably inform you. Inclosed you will find

an order on the chief of artillery and ordnance (Major T. G. Rhett)

for 20 stand of serviceable muskets or rifles, with accountrements

complete, and 50 rounds of ammunition to each musket.

Very respectfully,

George Williamson,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Colonel G. W. Logan,
Commanding Battalion Heavy Artillery.
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Eeport of Major-General Taylor, C. S. Army, proposing to employ flie rafts for

injuring the fleet above the falls at Alexandria.

Headquarters District of West Louisiana,
Near MoTietfs Ferry, April 25, 186^.

Colonel: The enemy's fleet of gunboats and transports, numbering

in all about fifty, is crowded in the river above the falls. I shall

endeavor to inflict all the damage possible upon the fleet, and shall

construct fire rafts and float them down the river. Great damage,

however, can probably be done by loading a light-draft steamer with

combustible material and firing her a short distance above the fleet.

If such a boat can be spared and loaded at once with combustibles

at Shreveport, and put in charge of proper persons, whom Captain

James McCloskey and Captain Charles Pierce can select and recom-

mend, I hope you will send her to me. With skiffs to take off the

officers and crew, the boat can be brought near the enemy, and they

can leave their boat when she is set on fire and within proper dis-

tance.

Very respectfully, E- Taylor,

Colonel S. S. Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major-General.

General Order of Major-General Taylor, C. S. Army, commending the services

of Major-General Wharton, C. S. Army, carrying endorsement regarding en-

gagement with Federal gunhoats, at Deloach's Bluff and near Cane River,

April 26 and 27, 1864.

Heaikjuarters District Western Louisiana,
In the Field, April 26, 1864.

General Orders.
No. —

.

The major-general commanding desires to express to the army his

appreciation of the distinguished courage and energy displayed by
Major-General Wharton while in pursuit of the enemy on the 22d,

23d, and 24th instant.

In daring, in vigor, and in soldiership the operations of these three

days will compare favorably with any of the war. Coming to us
with crov/n adorned with the laurels of many a hard-fought field.

Major-General Wharton takes place at once in the front rank of
Texas leaders.

The major-general commanding is gratified to learn that Brigadier-
General Steele, Colonel Parsons, Captain Barnes, " Barnes' battery,"

and their officers and men, have deserved the commendations of Gen-
eral Wharton.
By command of Major-General Taylor:

E. SURGET,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Official:

Fergus Fuselier,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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[Endorsement.]

Captain T. A. Faries was promoted major of artillery, April 17,
1864, and was on his way to the front to report to Major-General
Polignac as chief of artillery of the Second Infantry Division when
the actions of the batteries of his battalion on the 26th and 27th of
April with the gunboats of Admiral Porter's fleet on Red River,
below Grand Ecore, took place. The Eastport, the most formidable
ironclad of the Mississippi Squadron, had grounded and was de-
btroyed by the Federals. Three tinclad gunboats and two transports
had remained near the Eastport to assist in getting her afloat. Our
cavalry on both sides of the river forced them to retire, after destroy-
ing the Eastport. Lower down the river, near the mouth of Cane
River and at Deloach's Bluff, these five vessels were engaged on the
dates named by the two Louisiana field batteries of Captains Cornay
and Benton, in all 6 guns, and 200 infantry under Colonel Caudle
of the Second Division. The flagship Cricket was badly cut up and
silenced, but escaped. The Hindrnan had her wheel ropes cut away
and drifted past, turning round and round, and was well cut up in

passing. The Juliet was cut to pieces in hull and machinery. She
had 15 killed and wounded, but drifted out of our fire and was towed
off by one of the other gunboats.
The Champion, transport, was captured, with a part of the machin-

ery of the Eastport on board. The other transport was captured
with 100 d^ad and 87 badly scalded by steam from her boiler, which
was exploded by a shot from one of our guns. These were all negroes
taken from plantations on Red River.
Admiral Porter, from the Cricket, reports under date of Alex-

andria, April 28, 1864, that " the enemy returned his fire from 18
guns, every shot and shell going through us, clearing our decks in

a moment. I determined to pass, which was done under the heaviest

fire I ever witnessed."
The Confederates had 1 man wounded and 1 killed, the gallant Cap-

tain F. O. Cornay, of Cornay's Louisiana battery, from St. Mary's
Parish, La.

F.

Beport of Captain Benton, C. S. Army, regarding engagement at Se Loach's Bluff,

April 26, 1864.

Headquarters Benton's Louisiana Battery,
In the Field, April 27, 1861

Sir: I would respectfully report that on the night of the 25th

instant, at 12 o'clock, I received orders from Major-General Polignac
to march as speedily as possible with my battery and report to Colonel
Brent at Mrs. Griffith's, on the Natchitoches road. Leaving the en-

campment beyond Cane River at 12 : 30 a. m. on the 26th, I arrived

at Mi-s. Griffith's at daylight and reported as ordered. At 8 a. m.
we moved ta a point near De Loach's Bluff. My rifle section, with a

smoothbore 6-pounder section of the Valverde Battery, were moved
by hand to the front and placed in position on the blurf, bearing upon
a gunboat lying in Red River at about 450 yards distance. A second
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SO situated as to be completely shielded from our fire. At 10 : 30 a. m.

we opened fire upon the gunboat in the stream. She replied to us

constantly for about thirty minutes, when, immediately after, one of

our shot having penetrated her, she ceased firing and moved down
the river to a position about one mile off, only replying to us with her

stern guns. The second gunboat, situated near and under the river

bank, Kept up a continual fire of grape and canister during the entire

engagement. My section fired 48 rounds, with what effect it is im-

possible for me ito say, although our fire was accurate, a very large

proportion of the shot striking and many of them penetrating her.

After firing 18 rounds my iron rifle gun became unserviceable from
the lodgment of a particle of a primer in the vent, and was withdrawn.
The rapidity of our fire was considerably interfered with by the fail-

ure of the friction primers. I had 1 horse killed and 2 others

slightly wounded. A driver's saddle had a portion of the cantle

shot away.
The section having been moved to the rear, at 2 p. m., we returned

to the bluff with my howitzer section and bronze rifle gun and took
a position on the north side of the bluff, and having range up the
river. No boats passed during the afternoon or night. The gunboat
lying below fired three times at us in the evening. At 10 a. m. of
the 27th instant, by order of Major-Greneral Wharton, we left our
position and marched to camp.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Benton,
Captain.^ Commaiiding Battel^.

Major T. A. Fames,
Chief of ArtiUery, Second Infantry Division.

Report of Major-Oeneral Taylor, C. S. Army, of operations from April 22 to 27.

Headquarters District of West Ix)uisiana,
In tlie Field, April 27, 1864.

Colonel: The operations of yesterday were important. At day-
break Bagby and Parsons attacked the rear of the enemy on the
Kapides road and drove him rapidly down the bayou. Major
attacked his flank at James' Store and Bee at McNutt's Hill. The
pursuit and fighting continued until night in the direction of Alex-
andria and close in to that place. Since daylight on the 22d, when
we attacked the enemy at Natchitoches, the fighting has never ceased
one moment during light, Wharton even anticipating the dawn and
continuing after nightfall. We suffer losses every day, but inflict
incalculably greater on the enemy. Without food for man or horse,
our men seemed animated by a determination to quench the incendi-
ary fires lighted by the vandals in their blood. If pluck and energy
can supply the place of numbers we will yet reap the harvest of
which the seeds were sown at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. Yester-
day morning Colonels Likens and Harrison attacked four gunboats
i-nd two transports at Montgomery. One of the gunboats was a
lieavy ironclad, casemated boat, and had been unable to pass the bar
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below Montgomery. The other boats remained to assist her. About
9 a. m. our sharpshooters opened and killed many of the enemy,
his men being exposed in all directions working. After some delay
the gunboats opened a heavy fire and commenced moving down.
The large ironclad struck on the bar, when the enemy blew her up
and continued down the river, our men following for some distance.

A small party of Greneral Liddell's command cooperated from the

opposite bank. We lost 2 killed and 4 wounded. Meantime Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Caudle, with 200 sharpshooters and Cornay's bat-

tery, had been posted at the junction of Cane and Red rivers to

intercept the boats on their way down. At about 6 p. m. the leading
gunboat and one transport came down. Our fire speedily silenced

and crippled the gunboat, and a shot striking the boiler of the trans-

port exploded it. The loss of life on the transport was fearful.

Over 100 bodies were brought on shore and about 80 others will die

from the effects of the scalding steam. The transport was crowded
with the crew of the large ironclad, removed before she was blown
up at Montgomery. We saved some valuable stores from the trans-

port, and I ordered her sunk in the channel to prevent the escape

of the two gunboats and transport still above. We had but two
casualties in this affair, 1 wounded and the gallant Captain Cornay
killed. As I am writing I hear the heavy report of the gunboat
firing at the same point. I hope to report the capture or destruction

of these bo^ts. About the time of the attack at Montgomery, Colonel

Brent, with Benton's and a section of Nettles' batteries, assisted by
a few sharpshooters, opened on an 8-gun wooden boat at De Loach's
Bluff. The gunboat soon got tired and ran in directly under the

bluff, so as to prevent our guns reaching her. Three other boats

came up at dark to her assistance. As our guns there were too light

to effect much, I left the sharpshooters to keep up the fire until

Cornay's and Barnes' 12-pounders can be placed there. We lost

2 killed and several wounded. Should the two siege guns from
Shreveport ever reach me the business of the gunboats will soon be
settled. I omitted to mention that the ironclad destroyed by the

enemy at Montgomery blocks the channel. Should the engineers

succeed in removing the Falls City, I request they come down to

Montgomery and open the channel there. General Liddell is oppo-
site to me. On the 24th, at the head of a portion of his command,
he dashed into Pineville, opposite Alexandria, killed 8 of the enemy,
wounded and captured others, and drove the remainder into and
across the river. He then opened on the gunboats at the landing
and stampeded the place.

My dispositions lor the day are to drive the enemy behind his

works around Alexandria, occupy both the Rapides and Boeuf val-

leys with my cavalry, and keep up a constant fight with the gun-
boats, following them with sharpshooters and killing every man
who exposes himself on them. I do not wish to exhaust the ammuni-
tion of my field guns on the gunboats. Polignac's division of in-

fantry (2,000 bayonets) will be at McNutt's Hill. A brigade of
cavalry has been pushed to David's Ferry, near Marksville, with a

battery, to block the enemy's communications. A squadron has
pushed on to Simmesport to prevent the escape of negroes and other
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very much needed by me. The cavalry sent to the Teche has cleared

the country west of Berwick Bay. Vincent has been ordered to

send small parties to burn the bridges on the railroad east of the bay
and move his main body at once to Marksville and Simmesport.
I trust the above will meet the approval of department headquarters.

When my limited means are considered, I hope it will be admitted
that no time has been lost since I resumed the command in front, on
the morning of the 22d instant. I beg to acknowledge the receipt of

General Orders', No. 18, congratulating the army under my command
on the late success at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. This is the only
instance within my recollection in which the officer commanding an
army was entirely ignored in an order of this kind. I note this

because it is singular in itself and in keeping with the treatment
I have lately experienced from the general commanding this depart-
ment. Whatever place my name is destined to occupy in the golden
book of the Kepublic I expect to engrave it there with the poiiit of
my sword. I regret to report that my health is not good. A low
fever has much prostrated me, but I have been able to keep the
saddle. The general commanding the department may rest assured
that I will persevere to the end. No injustice, no unkindness, even
from a quarter whence I had some reason to expect the reverse, will
turn me from the great work before me. The cause for which I
have sacrificed fortune is paramount, and shall have my life if
need be..

Your obedient servant, E. Tati^or,

Major-General.
Colonel S. S. Anderson,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Report of Major-General Taylor, C. S. Army, of the capture of TT. S. transport
Champion No. 5 and the destruction of TI. S. S. Eastport.

Headquarters District of West Lottisiana,
In the Field, Monetfs Ferry, April 27, I864.

Colonel : Eeferring to my communication of this morning, I have
now the honor to report the capture of another large transport at
the junction of Cane and Red Rivers and the clearance of gunboats
in the Red River as far down as Cotile. We suffered no loss in the
engagement to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. Taylor,

_, , , ^ ^ .
Major-General, Commanding.

Colonel S. S. Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant-General, SKreveport.

The ironclad blown up by the enemy yesterday is ascertained to
have been the Eastport. She had a small transport lashed to her,
which was destroyed with her. Two very fine pumps had been
removed from her to the captured transports, and will prove useful in
some of the departments at Shreveport. I shall leave a small guard
to protect them until you order them up.

Respectfully, r. Taylor,
Major-General, Commarwling.
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BepoTt of Uajor-Oeneral Taylor, C. S. Army, regarding the conversion of a cap-
tured transport into a fire raft.

Headquarters District of West Louisiana,
In the Field, April 29, 186^.

On yesterday the fighting commenced at dawn and continued until
night. The enemy steadily driven all day; some prisoners taken.
His rear 3| miles from Alexandria on the Rapides Road. I am
trying to convert one of the captured transports into a fire ship to
burn the fleet now crowded above the upper falls. Enemy working
hard moving stores below the falls. River below difficult to navigate.

Your obedient servant,

R. Taylor,
Major-Generd, Commanding.

Colonel S. S. Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Report of Uajor-General Taylor, C. S. Army, regarding operations near Alex-
andria, including capture and sinking of a Federal transport.

Headquarters District of West Louisiana,
In the Field, May 5, 186^.

Colonel:- I have the honor to report brisk fighting yesterday on
the Bayou Robert road, from 6 to 12 miles distant from Alexandria,
in which the enemy showed considerable force. He has still nine
gunboats above the falls, and has sunk several boais below to act

as a dam to deepen the water in the channel. On the evening of the

3d, General Major captured, near David's Ferry, a transport having
on board the One hundred and twentieth Ohio Regiment, coming up.

Two hundred and seventy-odd prisoners were taken, among them all

the regimental field officers, and many were killed and wounded.
The boat was sunk across the channel of the river, and now effectually

blocks it. In this fight a gunboat and another transport were dam-
aged and driven off.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. Taylor,
Major-General, Com.manding.

Colonel S. S. Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Order of Major-General Folignac, G. S. Army, to Major Faries, C. S. Army, regard-

ing the removal of guns captured from the enemy.

Headquarters, Second Infantry Division,

In the Field, Lecompte, La., May 7, 186^.

Major: The major-general commanding directs that you use every

means possible in your power to obtain a pair of timber wheels and
oxen to remove from the bank of the river in the direction of Paul's,

where they can be turned over to Colonel Brent, the two Parrott
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gunboats shall be saved to us, as well as lost to them. Indeed, the

general would express his earnest wish that you should use every

exertion to take away and turn over to Colonel Brent any number or

all of the captured guns.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. C. MONCTTBE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major T. A. Faries,

Chief of Artillery, etc.

Order of Major-General Polignac, C. S. Army, to Major Paries, C. S. Army, oom-
mending his energy in the removal of captured guns.

Headquarteks, Lecompte, May 8, I864.

Major: The major-general commanding directs me to express his

unqualified satisfaction with the energy displayed by you in remov-

ing the guns from the captured gunboats.

The general desires you also, if it can be done by any means, to

have the ammunition referred to in your communication of the 7th

instant removed.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. C. MONCURE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major T. A. Faries,

Chief of Artillery, etc.

Report of Major-General Taylor, C. S. Army, referring to the capture of U. S.

gunboats Signal and Covington.

Headquarters District West LomsiANA,
In the Field., near Alexandria., May 8, 186^.

Colonel : On yesterday and the day before brisk skirmishing con-

tinued during the day on the Rapides road and some severe fighting

on the Robert and Boeuf. * * * Our line occupied the scene
of fighting and slept last night on their arms. Polignac commanded
on the field. Prisoners captured were of the Seventeenth Corps,
some of the Vicksburg troops. The gunboats captured below were
the Signal and Covington, each mounting eight guns. We have re-

covered the guns of one boat and will eventually recover the others.

In this connection I have been informed the guns of the East-port
are in the river near Montgomery. Perhaps they may be valuable.*******

I renew my appeal for artillery horses and ammunition. For
sixty successive days fighting has been continuous. TTnder these cir-

cumstances men and material must be consumed.
Your obedient servant,

R. Taylor, Major-General.
Colonel S. S. Anderson,

Ass^t. Adjt. Gen., Trans-Missift.v'pfi Department.
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Keport of Major-General Taylor, C. S. Army, regarding engagement below
Alexandria and attacks of sharpshooters upon Federal ironclads.

Headquarters District of West Louisiana,
In the Field, near Gheneymlle, May 12, 186^.

Colonel: Yesterday the enemy moved a heavy column of troops
down the west bank of the river and reached a point 14 miles below
Alexandria, where they were attacked by Hardeman's brigade, of

Major's division, and driven back 7 miles. No change on the Bayous
Eobert and Rapides, where some slight skirmishing has taken place.

Two ironclads are lying near Fort De Russy. Since yesterday morn-
ing our sharpshooters have been shooting every man that exposes

himself on board, the gunboats replying with heavy shelling without
danger to us. The Mississippi is rising very rapidly and will soon

overflow the country east of the Atchafalaya through the Morganza
crevasse.

Your obedient servant,

R. Taylor, Major-General.

Colonel S. S. Anderson,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Trans-Mississippi Department.

Beport of Major-General Taylor, C. S. Army, regarding withdrawal of Federal

forces from Alexandria and burning of that place by them.

Headquarters District West Louisiana,
In the Field, May H, 186Jf.

Colonel: The enemy left Alexandria after midday to-day, burn-

ing the place. Two houses only reported left between the ice house

and railroad. Heavy fighting all day with gunboats and troops.

Steele's division in their rear ; Polignae, Major, and Bagby in front

and on flank; Harrison, reinforced by Likens' regiment, on north

side of Red River. We have experienced some loss, but will con-

tinue to fight them to the bank of the Mississippi and beyond, if

possible.

Your obedient servant,
R. Taylor, Major-General.

Colonel S. S. Anderson,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Trans-Mississippi Department.

Report of Major-General Taylor, C. S. Army, regarding the closing of the Eed
Eiver campaign at Simmesport.

Headquarters District or West Louisiana,
In the Field, May J8, I864.

Colonel: Yesterday was a hard day for the enemy * * *.

The campaign will probably close to-day at Simmesport, its point of

departure, after nearly seventy days of uninterrupted fighting.

Nothing but the withdrawal of Walker's division from me has pre-

vented the capture of Banks' army and the destruction of Porter's

flpftf T -fppl blttp.rlv about this, because mv armv has been robbed of
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and complete success of the war. No gunboats remain in the Red
River. The ironclads which escaped from Alexandria were dis-

mantled and stripped of their armor. Much iron can be saved for

the department. Many heavy guns were destroyed also, and num-

bers of wagons burned. Stone, coal, cotton, and other valuable prop-

erty abandoned. If the Atchafalaya Swamp is passable, I will

cross that stream, establish myself on the Grosse Tete and Marin-

gouin, where forage abounds for the cavalry, and blockade the Mis-

sissippi with my batteries. As soon as the water falls I will move
down and occupy and hold the La Fourche Valley, where the army
can be subsisted.

Your obedient servant, R. Tayix>r,

Major-General.

Colonel S. S. Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Extracts from report of Colonel Baylor, C. S. Army, regarding the successful

attack upon the V. S. steamers Covington and Signal and transport John
Warner.

Headquarters Major's Brigade,

In the Field, Louisiana, April \May'\ 18, 1864.

Captain: * * *. On May 5 the enemy were reported coming
down with two gunboats and a transport. Colonel Hardeman being
absent sick, the brigadier-general commanding left me in command
of the forces on the river. The enemy passed the upper section after

being roughly handled by the artillery and small arms. The trans-

port came ahead and received the first shot from Lieutenant Lyne's
section, which disabled her. The gunboats then opened fire, and
being armed with two 30-poimder Parrott guns, two 12-pounder
rifled Dahlgrens, and four 24-pounder howitzers on one (the Signal,

No. 8), and the armament of the other being nearly the same, some
idea may be gathered of the hot fire our one Parrott gun had to

undergo and of the accuracy of her gunner. Sergeant , who
brought them both to a standstill. Getting behind a bend, they
began a furious cannonade on our guns. I ordered Colonel George
T. Madison, who was on the extreme left, to move up opposite the
gunboats and open fire with his Enfields. The order was promptly
and gallantly obeyed, thus drawing a portion of the fire. I sent an
order to Lieutenant-Colonel Hampton that if his left was secure and
no other gunboats in sight, to send down Lieutenant Yoist with the
Parrott gun and we would capture the boats. I soon had the
pleasure of hearing the gun open above us on the enemy, who had
taken shelter from the gun below. Lieutenant W. H. Lyne asked
permission to move his piece up and open on the transport that was
sheltered by a bend on the left bank of the river. She surrendered
after a few shots.

The enemy, finding that they were assailed from above and below,
anchored the Signal, No. 8, so as to present her broadside to the
section below, and the Covington moved up and engaged Lieutenant
Yoist, who was keeping up a steady, unerring fire. A courier from
the pickets below brought word of the approach of another gunboat,
and the booming of her guns announced her near approach. It was
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now evident that we must work fast. I ordered Major Saufley, com-
manding Lane's regiment, to move up opposite the gunboats and close

their portholes if possible. A portion of Chisum's regiment arrived
about this time, under Lieutenants Brookshier and Gilbert, having
run on foot from the upper section and joined in the attack. Com-
pany C, Lieutenant Fry, and Company H, Captain Calhoun, Baylor's
regiment, were ordered up at the same time. I had the pleasure of
seeing the smoke issuing from the Covington, and she was soon
wrapped in flames, her crew escaping to the opposite side of the
river under a hot fire from our Enfields. The Signal, No. 8, still

continued the contest, no doubt relying on assistance from the boat
below. Lieutenant Lyne soon sent the advancing boat down the

river badly crippled. The Signal still continued the fight. The fire

having reached the guns and shells of the Covington, they kept up a

continuous roar. This deceived the enemy below, who again came up
to the attack and was a second time driven back. All of our forces

now attacked the Signal. The men moved up to the bank of the river

and closed her portholes, when she surrendered. None of the crew
of the Covington was captured and only a portion of the crews of

the Signal, and transport John Warner. We have saved the arma-
ment of the Signal, a quantity of ammunition, and some of her stores.*******
On the 5th a kind Providence protected us and not a man was

wounded.
* • * * * * * *

I have the honor to be, captain, your very obedient servant,

Geo. Wythe Bayloe,
Colonel, Commanding Lane's Brigade.

Captain Ogden,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Order] Army or Western Louisiana,

No. . 1 In the Field, May 2i, 186^.

To the oiflcers and soldiers of Wharton's [formerly Green's) Cavalry

Corps:

For forty-six days you have engaged the enemy, always superior

to you in numbers. When the beaten foe, with four- army corps of

infantry and upward of 5,000 cavalry, began his retreat, you were

found in battle in his front, and hung upon his flanks and rear only

to destroy. In his retreat from Grand Ecore to the Atchafalaya

you killed, wounded, and captured upward of 4,000, destroying five

transports and three gunboats, all of which was accomplished with

a loss to you of but 400 men, two-thirds of whom will report for duty

again within forty days. The history of no other campaign will

present the spectacle of a cavalry force capturing and kilhng more

of the enemy than their own numbers. This you have done, and in

so doing, have immortalized yourselves and added new luster to

Texas, the gallantry of whose sons has been illustrated on every

battlefield from Gettysburg to Glorietta.*******
Jno. A. Wharton,

Major-General.
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Report of Colonel Brent, C. S. Army, regarding engagement with Federal fleet

near junction of Cane and Red Rivers, April 26-27, 1864.

Headquaktehs of Aetillery, Dist. West Lootsiana,

In the Field, May 20, 1864.

Major: ^ * »*******
On the evening of the 26th of April, Captain Cornay, with his

battery, consisting of two 12-pounder brass guns and two howitzers,

engaged on Eed Eiver, above the lower mouth of Cane River, three

Federal gunboats and two transports, which attempted to pass him.

The transport Champion No. 3 was struck in the boiler by a solid

shot and was enveloped in hot steam and water. This transport was

loaded with near 200 negroes, consisting of men, women, and chil-

dren taken from the plantations above, and most recklessly and

cruelly attempted, under the convoy of gunboats and under actual

fire, to be run through the lines of our army.

The 12-pound gun solid shot which struck the boiler of the trans-

port was probably the most fatal single shot fired during the war,

producing the death of 187 human beings, over one-half instantane-

ously, and the remainder within twenty-four hours. All on board

except three perished by the most frightful of deaths, and the

steamer fell into our hands.
. • , •

The three gunboats and the transport still above persisted in then-

attempt to run the gantlet of the battery. One of these, reported

by the prisoners to be the Crichet, flagship of the Mississippi Squad-

ron, with Rear-Admiral Porter, commanding squadron, on board,

succeeded in running by the four light field guns composing Cornay's

battery, though searched with fatal effect by their rapid and precise

fire, which drove the more numerous guns and heavier caliber of

metal of the flagship into the total abandonment of her consorts and

convov, which latter, unable and unwilling to submit any longer to

the close and accurate fire of this gallant but unsheltered and un-

covered battery, turned their bows upstream and retired from the

fight. In this engagement fell the gallant gentleman and brave

soldier. Captain F. O. Cornay, while courageously and efliciently

directing the fire of his battery against these gunboats.

On the next morning, the 27th, the remaining gunboats undertook

to pass the battery, convoying the transport Champion No. 5. After

a short engagement the gunboats, receiving serious damage from this

heroic battery, ingloriously fled and left the transport exposed to so

fatal a fire that she soon sunk and became our prize. In these two
engagements the battery fired 243 rounds of ammunition. Colonel

Caudle, of Polignac's division, with his sharpshooters, rend.ered

gallant and effective support to the battery, and his men are entitled

to special commendation for courage and accurate firing. The con-

duct of the officers and men of this efficient four-gun battery in these

two engagements, in which, without protection of any kind, exposed

at short range to the fire of the heavy guns of the gunboats, it en-

gaged thirty times more than its weight of metal, drove to flight

three gunboats fighting under the eye of Rear-Admiral Porter, and
captured from them two valuable transports, entitles it to the special

notice of the major-general commanding.*

* Since this report was written Admiral Porter's report has been published,

from which it seems the three gunboats were the Cricket, tie Hindman, and
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On the morning of the 26th of April two gunboats of the enemy,
one an iron-plated monitor, supposed to be the Osage, and the other
of the class called tin-clad, mounting eight guns and protected by
about an inch of iron, were discovered lying near De Loach's Bluff,
in Bed River.

Benton's rifle section, Captain Benton commanding, and Nettle's
smoothbore section. Lieutenant Smith commanding (Captain Nettles
present), supported by Major Williams with a battalion of sharp-
shooters, were placed in position and opened fire on the tin-clad, who,
after severe punishment, rapidly fled after an engagement of thirty
minutes.
The iron-plated monitor poured a heavy enfilading fire on the ar-

tillery and its support, but no attention was paid to it, in obedience
to general artillery orders not to reply to the fire of the iron-plated
monitors, and our whole fire was directed on the eight-gun gun-
boat. * * *

I have the honor to be, major, yours, respectfully,

Joseph L. Brent,
Colonel and Chief of Artillery, die.

Major E. Sdrget,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Seport of Acting Master Watson, U. S. Navy, requesting instructions
in case of depredations corwmitted hy negroes.

U. S. S. Juliet,

Of Ellis Clifs, March 15, IS64.

Sir: It frequently happens that complaints are made to me by
planters and overseers of the negroeS' committing depredations upon
them, such as killing their beeves and hogs. I would beg leave to
ask what I am authorized to do in such cases. Heretofore, when com-
plaints have been made, I have taken on board the offenders and
punished them by confinement in irons according to offense com-
mitted, and when released returned them to the place taken from.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

J. S. Watson,
Acting Master.

[Endorsement.]

You must protect the plantations from depredations committed by
anyone, and when the negroes commit these atrocities you must
punish them.

the Juliet. The admiral states that he encountered eighteen guns, which is

very complimentary to the services of Captain Comay's four guns.

He also says that the Cricket was struck thirty-eight times with shells and
solid shot, and that she and the Juliet and Sindman lost 47 killed and wounded.

J. L. B.
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, regard-

ing the raising of the V. S. S. Indianola.

U. S. S. Rattleb,

Off Hurricane, March 15, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the river has risen at this

point about 8 feet within five days past, and is still rising about 18

inches in twenty-four hours. I find by measurement that it will

require a further rise of about 13 feet to float the Indianola. By
St. Louis papers of March 9, I learn that there had been a general

rise of nearly all the upper rivers, which seems to indicate a sufficient

rise here to float her. A^jpearances at this point, however, indicate

the contrary, as it has been very dry and so continued, and the

weather is quite cold. Should the rise prove sufficient, I think, with
the assistance of the tug Hyacinth, I can float her off and bring her

safely to anchor. I will report further by U. S. S. New Naiional.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. Laning,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Extracts' from general report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III., March 15, 1864.

Mt Dear Admiral: I enclose you a private note received from
Brown, in which he refers to some promise of yours in regard to his

nephew. I shall write to him that I have referred the matter to you.
Have you any instructions to give regarding Brown's suggestion
about iron on the forward casemate of the Vindicator?
Do you wish me to put the Vindicator on the ways, and put the

copper on her?
Your order to retain the copper brought down on the Avenger

came just one day after she sailed, and I had written to you upon
the subject.

I received a letter from Captain Hurd, commanding the Exchange,
stating that the burning of the carpenter's shops at sSipwith's Land-
ing was purely the result of accident. Since then I have received a
letter fi-om one of the carpenters and have heard various rumors,
which lead me to believe it was caused by gross carelessness. I have
ordered a court of enquiry, consisting of Lieutenant-Commander
Shirk and two other officers, to examine into the matter, and will
forward their report to you as soon as it is received.

I am pushing ahead with new shops and quarters for the carpen-
ters at Skipwith's, and will send down material to replace that
destroyed.

The New National goes to-day, loaded to her utmost capacity, with
provisions, stores, etc. Many articles required will have to be left
behind. Large requisitions have been received here from Memphis
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for supplies of 1,000 men for two months, and also a large amount of
lumber, hardware, etc., for the repairs of vessels, all of which, I am
informed were sent by your order. The Benep will be loaded with
these articles and sent to Memphis with the least possible delay, with
orders to return here immediately. She will then take on board
everything required by the fleet which has been left behind by the
New National, and I will send her to you. I have ordered that all

requisitions sent from the fleet be filled at once, and if the Bene-fit
has not capacity for all the articles, I will put what she can not caiTy
in a barge.

Boggs writes from St. Louis that he is about shipping to this place
two barges of ice, one containing 375 tons and the other 408 tons.

The former is for the Red Rover, and the larger one I will send
to you the best way I can. The cattle, he says, will be sent to you by
the steamer Constitution.

Four bales of hay and all the oats you ordered are on board the
New National; the rest of the hay will go on the Benefit.
The pumps for the Little Rebel are on board the Nevj National.

Mr. Faulkner informs me that the first that were cast were defective,

and he was obliged to reject them. I understand that the Winnebago
will be down here about the 1st April.

There are now on board the receiving ship but 32 men. They will

form a part of the crew of the Hastings, or the first vessel ready.
Two more cases of smallpox have occurred on the General Lyon,

and one on'the New National. I regret very much the death of Mr.
Bacon, the pilot, of that disease, as he was a very good and trust-

worthy man. I have reported his death to you officially.

The Curlew having been ordered down the river, and the services

of the Robb being indispensably pecessary up the Tennessee, I am in

a quandary about Dunn's money. It has not yet arrived at St. Louis,

and I hope by the time it does something will turn up.

By the frequent applications for convoy up the Tennessee, Govern-
ment must be sending up a large quantity of stores, for what pur-
pose I don't know. The army people still seem to think that boats

can cross Mussel Shoals, which is not so ; the water in the Tennessee
is falling. Boggs tells me that he has made all the arrangements for

the quantity of coal you desire.

Gilman says that all requisitions he has made for the payment for

the rams have passed, and his mind is verv much relieved. He seems
anxious to carry out your views to the fullest extent.

The Arizona is on the ways, the first sea-going steamer, I believe,

ever hauled up on Western ways.
The Brown leaves to-day with three barges of coal, to supply all

the gunboats that need it.

The Champion is ordered to drop her tow, as directed by you, two
at Memphis, two at White River, and one at Skipwith's Landing.
She left on the 13th.

Sincerely, your friend, A. M. Pennock.
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Langthorne, U. S. Navy,
regarding cotton.

U. S. S. Mound City,

Off Alexandria, La., March 16, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to report that I took on board 51 bales of
cotton from the place of Cornelius Voorhees yesterday evening and
152 bales of cotton from George Wilson's place this morning.

I put 43 bales of the last lot in a flat to tow, but the flat running
under, the Price picked them up.

I also took prisoner Major Lewis, assistant engineer of the Trans-
Mississippi Department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. R. Langthorne,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, transmitting prize
lists of certdAn vessels of his command.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La., March 17, 186^.

Sir : T have the honor to enclose herewith prize lists of the follow-
ing vessels:

U. S. S. Lewington, for the capture of 62 bales of C. S. A. cotton
in Black River, La., March 4, 1864.
U. S. S. Choctaw, for the capture of 62 bales of C. S. A. cotton in

Black River, La., March 4, 1864.
U. S. S. Pittsburg, for the capture of 17 bales of C. S. A. cotton.

May 10, 1863.
'

U. S. S. Pittsburg, for the capture of 5 bales of C. S. A. cotton,
April 26, 1863.

'

U. S. S. Argosy, for the capture of 2 boxes of merchandise at
Foley's Landing, December 19, 1863.
U. S. S. Argosy, for the capture of the steamer Ben Franklin, De-

cember 14, 1863.

U. S. S. Exchange, for the capture of 632 bales C. S. A. cotton in
the Yazoo River, February, 1864.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

TT r^ ,„ Rear-Admiral.
Hon. IjrIDEON WeLLESj

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wright, TJ. S. Navy, com-
manding V. S. S. Avenger, regarding accident to that 'vessel
coming from Cairo, III.

U. S. S. Avenger,
Mouth Red River, March 17, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your orders
transferred to me by the commanding officer of the Cricket, and will
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leave for Cairo as soon as my vessel is coaled, sometime to-day.
Had considerable trouble with my machinery coming down. When
6 mUes below Cairo struck a steamer broadside on, thereby splitting
the gallows frame to my starboard wheel and mashing in the bulk-
head forward of the wheel, compelling me to remain at Memphis
nearly a day for repairs. The fault was that of the pilot on the
steamer by not taking the proper side. The Avenger makes very
good time, but can not make steam sufficiently fast, owing to the want
of good firemen. The mails forwarded by Captain Pennock have
been transferred to the Cricket.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Charles A. Weight,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Com/manding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dominy, U. S. Navy, com-
manding U. S. S. General Bragg at the mouth of Red River.

U. S. S. General Bragg,

Off Mouth of Red River, March 17, 1864.

Snt: The steamer Avenger arrived last evening from Cairo and
returned this morning, in accordance with your orders to convey
dispatches.

Last evening at 12 a steamer came out of Red River showing no
signal or distinguishing light and proceeded immediately down the

Mississippi. Suspecting she was not what she should be, 1 got under-
way and followed her to Tunica Island, where I succeeded in bringing
her to, after firing two shots across her bow, and discovered her to

be the Fort HindmMn, going under orders to Baton Rouge. I imme-
diately returned to my station at this place.

The Little Rebel is patrolling the river between here and Fort
Adams.
The Mississippi is rising at the rate of 15 inches in twenty-four

hours.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. DOMINY,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

P. S.—Two of Admiral Farragut's boats have gone down ; one of

them left a mortar here.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dominy, Z7. ^S". Navy, com-

manding V. S. S. General Bragg, on guard duty at mouth of Red
River.

U. S. S. General Bragg,

Off Mouth Red River, March 18, 186k.

Sir: A Mr. Stuart has applied to me for permission to go up Red
River for the purpose of enlisting colored men for the Army, he
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having the proper authority from Adjutant-General Thomas. I have
allowed him to take passage on the U. S. S. Fort Hindman and
ordered him to report to you.

I have on board 5 Confederate soldiers who have deserted General
Walker's command. I send them to the provost-marshal of Natchez.

The river is still rising fast, and everything is quiet as far as I
can learn. There is a brigade of colored troops from Port Hudson
ordered up Eed River. The coal barges are in good order.

I gave permission to one of Admiral Farragut's boats that came
down to take on 160 bushels of coal, as the captain informed me that

he had not enough to take him to New Orleans.

I send you some late papers by the Fort Hindman.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. DOMINY,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Com/manding.

Rear-Admiral DAvm D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Master McElroy, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Petrel, regarding reconnaissance in the Sunf,ower River, and pro-
posing to seize cotton as prize to the Navy.

U. S. S. Petrel,
Snyder's Bluff, March 18, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that I have just returned
from a reconnoissance up the Sunflower as far as Lake George and
Silver Creek with this vessel and the Prairie Bird. There are about
150 rebel cavalry in that neighborhood. It was reported to me that
William Jenes and other parties had been getting C. S. A. cotton
out of the old fort on Rolling Fork and selling it as their own pri-

vate property. It was also reported that he has from 150 to 200
bales of this cotton ready for shipping on his plantation on the Little

Sunflower. There is not water enough at present, and I could [not]

go there to investigate the truth of the matter. The river is rising

very fast at this point. With your permission I will go up and
bring the cotton out as prize to tlfie Navy.

If this meets with your approval, please let me know by return
of dispatch boat New National, and I will go at once for the cotton.

We use very little coal, as I keep the crew employed chopping wood.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. McElroy,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Endorsement.]

You will secure all C. S. A. cotton as prize to the Navy, no matter
where found, and all other cotton owned by rebels, but do not move
about until the water is higher, and then carefully.
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding ves-
sels building at Bridgeport, Tennessee River.

U. S. S. Moose,
Cumberland River, March 18, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the boats building at Bridge-
port are progressing as fast as could be expected under the circum-
stances. Work was delayed a little for want of spikes a few days
ago, but has again been resumed. One of the boats has been launched,
another is nearly ready, and they are now getting out the timbers for
the third.

I am picking up a few men now and then to man them, and think
I can have full crews for them as they are ready. The one launched
is a beautiful model, and I think will compare favorably with any
side-wheel boat.

I should like Mr. Kendall to go over there for a day or two when
he can spare the time; it need not take him over two days. When
they are ready to put up the casemates, I should like him to go
over to give some directions about the minutise of fitting chocks, etc.

While there is a gunboat squadron of the generals m the West,
why not put an admiral in with them? I think it no more than
right that we should have an "Admiral Porter," too.

I have not yet been able to see General Grant, as he has been mov-
ing, but expect to be able to see him this coming week in Louisville,

as soon as he returns from Washington.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from the Secrtetary of the Navy to the President of the

United States, regarding the case of the steamer Volunteer.

Navy Department, March 19, 1864.

Snt : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of

Mr. Joshua Hanna, of Pittsburg, dated the 12th instant, addressed

to the Secretary of War, and accompanying communication, dated

the 16th instant, addressed to you, in relation to the case of tho

steamer Volunteer,* seized in November last by the Mississippi Squad-
ron, which were referred by you to this Department for information

on the subject.

I would respectfully state that this Department has not been fur-

nished by Rear-Admiral Porter with a full report of the seizure of

the steamer Volunteer. On the 20th ultimo he forwarded to me an
appraisement of the vessel, stating that she had been captured some
time since for illicit trading, robbing plantations, etc., and that

owing to the scarcity of transports he had obtained permission from
the judge of the district to use her for Government service. The

• See Series I, vol. 25, pp. 597-601,
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Volunteer -was appraised at $25,000, and a requisition for that sum
was drawn by this Department for the payment of the same.

You will thus perceive that the case is in the hands of the district

court at Springfield, 111., and therefore no longer under the control

of this Department.
I herewith return the papers which were referred to me and am,

With great respect, your obedient servant,

GmEON Welx-es,
Secretary of the Navy.

The President of the United States.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, urging vigilance

against destructive inventions of the enemy.

U. 6. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La., March W, 186li..

General Order,!
No. 184. J

The enemy have adopted new inventions to destroy human life

and vessels in the shape of torpedoes, and an article resembling coal,

which is to be placed in our coal piles for the purpose of blowing
the vessels up, or injuring them. OiEcers will have to be careful

in overlooking coal barges. Guards will be placed over them at all

times, and anyone found attempting to place any of these things
amongst the coal will be shot on the spot.

The same policy will be adopted toward those persons who are
caught planting torpedoes, or floating them down, or with any of
these inventions in their possession.

Extra vigilance will be required in preventing the passing of boats
across the diflferent rivers. Anything in the shape of a boat or scow
must be destroyed, no matter to whom it may belong. No pass will

be given to anyone to cross or recross a river. No letter of any kind
will be permitted to pass, and no boats will after this take from the
banks anyone (except contrabands) who have not passes from me.
No one will be allowed to go on board any gunboat unless the com-
mander knows them personally and can vouch for them. Their
names must be mentioned in the log and the facts reported to mc.
The transports are not to take on board refugees or prisoners of

war or deserters, and only such persons as are authorized at Cairo
or by me.

All persons captured are to be thoroughly searchedj also all trunks
and clothing. All letters to be sent to me. When wheeled vehicles
are captured, the lining and seats are to be cut and examined, horses,

harness, and in fact everything where there is the least chance or
stowing correspondence. No person is to be released who is caught
carrying mails, but sent to Cairo as a prisoner of war. The same
with all ferrymen, whose property will be confiscated on the spot.

The names of persons who are engaged in the torpedo business are

:

E. W. Dunn, E. C. Singer, J. D. Breaman, J. E. Fretwell, C. E.
Frary, F. M. Tacker, L. C. Hirchbarger, and the sooner they are got
rid of the better.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Beport of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, acknowledging order
for the restoration to owners of steamer Clara Dolsen.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La., March 20, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order in
relation to turning over the Clara Dolsen to the owners, and have
directed that she be restored. I can do without her and do not con-
sider it necessary to hire her. The owners would charge more than
the cost of a new vessel. A steamer like the Clara Dolsen would
charter now for $100,000 a year.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Beport of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dominy, ZJ. S. Navy, com-
manding U. S. S. General Bragg, on guard duty at mouth of Bed
River.

U. S. S. General Bragg,
Mouth of Bed Biver, March 20, 1864.

Sir: As there is no boat here to tow coal barges, Captain Eichard-
son, of the U. S. S. General Price, said that he would take two
barges up.

I have not been able to send your dispatches up the river as yet.

No boat has passed up since the General Price came down. I shall

send them up by the first boat.

The steamer Sultana arrived yesterday and left some stores for
you, which I forward to you by the New National. I gave permis-
sion to J. Lewis, sutler of the Marine Brigade, also Lieutenant
[Benj. F.] Housel with four enlisted men. Lieutenant Housel has
orders from General McPherson to go up Red River for the purpose
of recruiting colored troops for the Army. I ordered them to report
to you in person.

I shall have the barge loaded with cotton anchored out in the

stream as I do not consider it safe lying at the bank.
I shall have barges ready at all times to receive cotton.

As soon as a towboat arrives I shall send up some coal barges as

you desire. The General Price leaves to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. DOMINY,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Convrrvanding Mississippi Squadron. -

Beport of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, transmitting captured
letters referring to the institution of torpedo service.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Alexandria, La., March 20, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you some rebel correspondence
which was captured by the gaaboaX Signal a day or two since, while
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the rebel mail carrier was crossing the river. It gives a complete

history of the rebel torpedoes, the machine that blew up the Housa-

tonic, and the manner in which it was done. They have just ap-

pointed a torpedo corps (I send one of the commissions) for the

purpose of blowing up property of aU kinds. Amongst other devilish

inventions is a torpedo resembling a lump of coal, to be placed in

coal piles and amongst the coal put on board vessels. The names of

the parties are all mentioned in the correspondence, and I send a

photograph of one of them, which, if multiplied and put in the hands
of detectives, may be of service.

I have given orders to commanders of vessels not to be very par-

ticular about the treatment of any of these desperadoes if caught

—

only summary punishment will be effective. I trust that we will be
prepared to avoid any of their machines.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Davto D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gtoeon Weli^s,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.]

Richmond, Va., January 19, 186J^.

Mr Dear Colonel: I hope you have received all my letters. I

wrote two to Mobile, one to Columbus, and two to Brandon, [Miss.].

I now send this by a party who is going to Shreveport and promised
to leen. your whereabouts, so as to forward it to you.

1 have met with much delay and annoyance since you left. The
castings have all been completed some time, and the coal is so perfect

that the most critical eye could not detect it. The President thinks
them perfect, but Mr. Seddon will do nothing without Congressional
action, so I have been engaged for the last two weeks in getting up a
bill that will coA'er my case ; at last it has met his approval and will

to-day go to the Senate, thence to the House in secret session. It

provides that the Secretary of War shall have the power to organize
a secret-service corps, commission, enlist, and detail parties, who
shall retain former rank and pay ; also give such compensation as he
may deem fit, not exceeding 50 per cent, for property partially and
totally destroyed ; also to advance, when necessary, out of the secret-

service fund, money to parties engaging to injure the enemy.
As soon as this bill becomes a law I have no doubt but I shall get

a suitable commission and means to progress with, and that all .the

appointments you or I have made will be confirmed. I received your
letter from Mobile, dated the 5th instant, and feel obliged by your
honor to my draft, which was most acceptable, as I was almost run
out. Soon after sending the draft for collection I received from Mr.
Conroe $417, the amount due you by Brown, as per his due bill.

This makes me your debtor to the amount of $1,417, which I hope
soon to be able to refund. If you have not used my draft on St.

Louis, I would prefer you not sending it forward, as it might com-
promise Clendenen, and I hope to be m funds very soon, for, if the
Government does not advance me, I have a most respectable gambler
ready at any time to buy an interest and put up the money. It will

only be necessity that will cause me to ma\e such an association, but
the old adage, "Any port in a storm."
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I wrote Mr. Campbell and Mackall that I could not at present
send the Secretary of War's endorsement. I advised the latter to
come on here if he wished to enter into the business with vigor, for I
would like to know his field of operations.
Not expecting that you are still on this side, I can not send you

any castings. Had you telegraphed me and written as you promised,
I would have known at what time you would leave Brandon, [Miss.].
I will take the first opportunity of sending some to Shreveport or
any point on this side that you designate. In the meantime you
must use the auger and get what powder you can. I am certain it

will prove effective. As soon as I get all matters arranged here I
will send a special messenger to Shreveport, where, I suppose, he will
hear of your whereabouts. Give my love to Pike and Hobbs.

Your friend,

T. E. COUKTENAY.
Colonel H. E. Clark,

7th Missouri Cavalry,
Major-General Price's Headquarters, Arkansas.

Mobile, Ala., March 3, 1S64.

Mt Dear Wife ;
* * * i write this to send by Bob Dunn, who

leaves here Saturday morning for home. * * * j wrote to you
wjien Bob left for Richmond and hinted (for then I did not dare do
more) at the object of his mission thither, and now, having a more
reliable conveyance for my letter, can talk to you more fredy of the
matter; and, in doing so, will endeavor to explain to your satisfac-

tion why it was mutually agreed between ourselves that Singer and
myself should remain on this side of the river and Bob return to

Texas. Discovering that our business on this side (so far as making
further contracts was concerned) was about drawing to a close, and
that but very few of us could render ourselves useful to the Govern-
ment by going across the Mississippi, we at once concentrated all the
inventive genius in our party for the purpose of getting up something
new that would carry destruction to the Yankees, make money for

ourselves, and at the same time be of great service to the Confederacy.
The result was that I got up the plan of an ironclad torpedo boat that,

all who saw it admitted, was equal to the task of destroying any war
ship now afloat. To carry out our plan and get our new boat under
headwajr, it was necessary, first, to lay the whole matter before the

authorities at Richmond, get their approval of the scheme, and au-

thority, together with money and material, to build her. Secondly,
after this was accomplished the boat would have to be constructed,

manned, and used. In order that the first part of our work should
be properly begun, we deemed it best, after consultation, to send
Dunn to Richmond, and through the influence of Wigfall and others

to get the matter before Congress, and authority procured from it

to carry out our plans. This part of the business Dunn was well

suited for, and has succeeded in accomplishing what we desired, all

of which he will explain to you. Next came Singer's duties and my
own, which were to superintend the construction and management
of tne boats after they were built. This requires considerable in-
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genuity and knowledge of machinery, and for this part of the work
no one was at hand but Singer and myself. This was the programme
agreed upon, and as [neither] Singer nor myself could go home, and
feeling it was necessary some one should be there to take care and
look after our families, we agreed that after Dunn had finished his

part of the work he should go home. Having thus given you an
outline of our plans, you can judge for yourself of the wisdom of the

arrangement. That I am more than anxious to go home I hope you
have not the slightest doubt; in fact, know that you have not, out

you will readily perceive that under the circumstances I must remain
on this side for some time, or otherwise give up our present scheme
entirely. Bradbury would be of great assistance to us on this side

in building our boats, and it is possible that he may come over when
Dunn gets home. If so, and you think it at all practicable to come
with him, I would like for you to do so. I have talked with Dunn
about this, and when you see him, he will be able to tell you all about
the trip and counsel with you about making the journey. Nothing
would please me more than to have you with me, and if it is possible

for us to get together, it must be done, as we are looking daily for
news from Singer (who is still in Richmond), after which I shall

be able to write you definitely in regard to my future movements.
If there is any slip at Richmond in issuing our orders to our entire

satisfaction, then all of us will go across the river, so that I am now
in a state of happy indifference. If everything is fixed up at Rich-
mond to our satisfaction, it is well; if not, we go home, which is

better.

Since we have been on this side of the river we have gotten up a
gi-eat many projects and have been interested in many new schemes,
the particulars of which are too lengthy for an ordinary letter.

Among the number, however, was a submarine boat, built at this

place, of which Whitney and myself bought one-fifth for $3,000. We
took her to Charleston, [S. C], for the purpose of operating there,

and a few days after her arrivel there, she sunk through carelessness

and her crew of 5 men drowned. Another crew of 8 men went on
from here, raised her, and while experimenting with her in the
harbor, sunk her and all 8 were drowned. Lieutenant Dixon then
went on from here and got another crew in Charleston. A few
nights ago he went out, attacked and sunk the steam sloop of war
Housatonic, but, unfortunately (like his predecessors in this desperate
and untried adventure), fear that he and his crew were all lost. I
enclose you a slip from our paper, giving an account of the affair,

which will be interesting to you, as Singer arid myself built the
torpedoes with which the ship was destroyed^ and besides we own
a considerable interest in the value of the ship, as the owners and
crew of the boat got one-half of her value for destroying her. Be-
sides this, we sunk one boat and seriously injured another in the
York River in December, the full particulars of all of which Dunn
will tell you when he sees you.
Friday, March ^, 756^.—This, my dear Nelly, is your birthday, and

how I wish I could be with you to celebrate it. Liet us hope at least
that when your next comes around, we shall be together. Since
writing the previous page I learn that the torpedo boat and crew that
sunk the Housatonic are all safe. So says the Charleston Mercury of
a late date, and I hope and trust it is so. * * * If the enemy
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occupy Lavaca, I should prefer you would leave, but I think it very
doubtful about their doing so; in fact we have a report here that
Banks is withdrawing his forces from Texas to New Orleans. * * *

Bob leaves in the morning, and as my sheet is near full and no
news to tell, I will close. * * *

Your affectionate and devoted husband,
J. D. Breaman.

Engineer Hdqrs., Dept. Northern Virginia, July IJf., 1863.

Colonel: In accordance with your order of the 13th, appointing
the undersigned a commission to examine and report upon the merits
of Mr. E. C. Singer's torpedo, we beg to state that we have carefully
examined the same and submit the following report:

First. "As to the plan for exploding the charge." In this plan,
or lock, in our opinion, consists the great merit of the invention. The
lock is simple, strong, and not liable at any time to be out of order,
and as the caps which ignite the charge are placed within the powder
magazine they are not likely to be affected by moisture. While the
percussion is upon the exterior of the magazine, actual contact with
the rod which acts as a trigger is necessary, but by mechanical con-
trivances the contact may be obtained in various ways.

Second. The certainty of action depends, of course, upon contact,

but by the peculiar and excellent arrangement of the lock and plan
of percussion mentioned above the certainty of explosion is almost
absolute. One great advantage the torpedo possesses over many
others is that its explosion does not depend upon the action or judg-

.

ment of an individual; that it is safe from premature ignition, and
at the same time is cheap and portable, while its position in river

or harbor can not readily be ascertained by an enemy's vessel.

Third. The efficiency of its explosion, if made in deep channel,

can not well be ascertained without experiment, but would be the

same as submarines fired by any other contrivance. We are of the

opinion, however, from the best information accessible, that if the

powder, say 100 pounds quantity, is within the distance of 15 feet

from the keel of a vessel when exploded its efficient action is not

materially affected by the depth of channel. Of course, the quantity

of powder required would have to be determined by experiment.

Rifle powder, from its more rapid combustion, would be preferable

in deep water to cannon powder, while some of the detonating com-
pounds would doubtless effect certain destruction to vessels passing

over torpedoes at even much greater depth.

The peculiar arrangements for firing the batteries would have to

be determined by the circumstances of position and draft of vessels

and motion of currents, depth and width of channels, and would
require the exercise of great judgment on the part of those intrusted

with the duty of placing them.

We are so well satisfied with the merits of Mr. Singer's torpedo

that we recommend the Engineer Department to give it a thorough
test, and, if practicable, to have some of them placed at an early day
in some of the river approaches of Richmond.

General remarks.

The mode of loading this torpedo dispenses with any connection

through the case of the magazine, involving no packing of any kind.
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The risk of the lock fouling by sand or mud, if on the bottom of

a stream, we think can be prevented by inclosing it in a metal case,

which would be nearly water-tight.

In narrow streams these could be placed in quincunx, so that a

vessel attempting to pass would be sure to come in contact with some
one. The inventor also claims to be able to go to a vessel with one or

two and get them in contact so as to explode. This can be done, but
so much depends on the nerve and daring "of individuals that there

is no certainty of it. Judging from the success of blasting rocks by
powder superposed upon the rocks with a deep column of water over
it, we are of the opinion that the depth of water below a torpedo
would not interfere with its success. Lieutenant Bolton, who saw
and blasted a great deal in East River near New York, says 100
pounds of powder 15 feet from the bottom of a vessel would break
her sides or bottom. We would add that a proposed adoption of

these locks to the explosion of shell or batteries under railroad tracks,

for defenses of approach to fortified works and for blowing up
bridges, seems to us very simple and effective, also an ingenious plan
for affixing torpedoes to spar or bow of ironclads.

We consider the employment of submarines as a legitimate mode of
defense, and, as officers connected with the defense of Richmond,
feel it our duty to recommend torpedoes as a powerful accessory to

our limited means.
The moral effect of an explosion upon an enemy would be incal-

culable, "and would doubtless deter them from attempting to bring
troops by transports to points as accessible to the city as White House
or Brandon, [Va.J.

Respectfully submitted.

Colonel J. F. Gilmer,
Chief Engineer.

W. H. Stevens,
Colonel Engineers.

John A. Wilt^iams,
Major Engineers.

W. G. TUKPIN,
Captain Engineers.

Special Orders,! Headquarters, District ok Arkansas,
No. 135.

J Little Rock, August 18, 1863.

VI. Thomas E. Courtenay, esq., is, by direction of the lieutenant-
general commanding the Department of Trans-Mississippi, author-
ized to enlist a secret service corps, not exceeding 20 men, to be
employed by him, subject to the orders of the district commander.*******
By command of Major-General Price:

Thomas L. Snead,
Acting Adjutant-General.

Thomas E. Courtenay, Esq.

In accordance with the above, I hereby appoint a member of
the Secret Service Corps, to report to me at on or before the

day of , 1864.

Thos. E. Courtenay,
nnjff-./tS/n Si£3r*v>n-f 0^vM/..,.'yi(7 /^— ~.»



NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTEKN WATERS. 191

CONITEDERATE StATES OF AmEHICA, War DEPARTMENT,
Engineer Bureau^ September 15, 1863.

General : I have the honor to send in addition to the names speci-

fied in my letter * of the 20th ultimo the following list of men who,
by the wish of the honorable Secretary of the War, are to be em-
ployed in your department on the special service of destroying the

enemy's property by torpedoes and similar inventions, viz.f

These men should each be enlisted in and form part of an engineer

company, but will, nevertheless, be employed, so far as possible, on
the service specified above when the public interest, in your judg-
ment, requires it. Details of additional men may be made either

from the engineer troops, or from the line to aid them in their par-

ticular duties, and they may be furnished by the military authorities

with the necessary ammunition, their compensation to be .50 per

cent of the property destroyed by their new inventions and all the

arms and munitions captured by them by the use of torpedoes or

of similar devices. Beyond this they will be entitled to such other

rewards as Congress may hereafter provide.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. L. EivEs,

Lieutenant-Colonel mid Chief of Bureau.

'

Confederate States of Asierica,

War Department, Englneer Bureau,
Richmond, Va., September 15, 1863.

R. W. Dunn, having been selected for special service, is authorized

by the Secretary of War to proceed to the headquarters of Lieuten-

ant-General E. feirby Smith, commanding Trans-Mississippi Depart-

ment, to be attached to one of the companies of engineer troops now
being organized in that department under the act of Congress, "to

provide and organize engineer troops to serve during the war," ap-

proved 20th March, 1863.
A. L. Rives,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Acting Chief Bureau.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, enclosing general order

for the arrest of persons engaged in torpedo service.

No. 88.] Mississippi Squadron,

Flagship Black Hawk, Of Alexandria, La., March 21, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you an order I had printed for

the information of the provost marshals, detectives, and others, to

enable them to arrest the parties engaged in this torpedo business.

The letter printed at the end of the order is one captured in the rebel

mail, and was to be used as a letter of introduction by R. W. Dunn,

E. C. Singer, and others, to help them along in their scheme.

* See Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, vol. 20,

pt. 2, p. 173.

t See p. 192.
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Among the names I find that of W. P. Mellen. I know no one of

this name on the Mississippi River, at Natchez, excepting W. P. Mel-
len, the special Treasury agent. I don't pretend to say that he is the

one alluded to. The Department can best judge what steps it will be

necessary to take in this matter.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Davh) D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
General Order 1 Flagship Black Hawk,

No. 185.
J

Alexandria, La., March 21, 1864.

The persons mentioned in the following letter are rebels, engaged
as agents for the Confederate Government, employed for the purpose
of furthering the views of said Government in destroying Union ves-

sels by torpedoes and other inventions. All officers belonging to the
Army and Navy are requested to arrest them wherever found.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commandingr Mississippi Sqyuidron.

[Copy.]

To introduce E. W. Dunn, E. C. Singer, and J. D. Breaman to my
friends: B. C. Adams, Grenada j Captain Samuel Applegate, Win-
ona; Colonel H. H. Miller, commanding regiment west of Granada
and CarroUton; W. P. Mellen, Natchez; Major John B. Peyton,
Raymond; Judge D. H. Prosser, F. A. Boyle, Woodville; Henry
Skipwith, Clinton, La.; Conrad McRae, Fordoche, La.; W. Barton,
J. J. Morgan, T. G. Calvit, James E. Lindsey, Wm. M. Lindsey, Wm.
H. Neilson, Samuel Faulkner, Atchafalaya River, La.; Colonel
James M. Porter, Colonel Wm. B. Davis, Colonel Wm. Offatt, Cap-
tain James Capps, S. A. Scribner, Elbert GouU, T. C. Anderson,
Simon Richard, St. Landry, La. ; Henderson Taylor, S. L. Taylor,
Marksville, La.; H. Robertson, S. W. Henarie, Governor T. O.
Moore, Colonel C. Manning, Alexandria, La.; General M. Wells,
General P. F. Kearny, Hugh M. Kearny, esq., B. F. Murdock, Rap-
ides and Avoyelles Parish, La.; B. C. Crow, esq., Lafayette Parish,
La.; Hon. John Moore, Wm. Robertson, St. Martins Parish, La.;
Judge Baker, T. J. Foster, Judge Palfrey, St. Mary's Parish, La.;
Daniel Dennet, editor "Planters Banner"; Mr. Sickles (kindred
spirits), Phanor Prudhomme, esq., St. Mary's Parish; John Blair
Smith, Natchitoches Parish, La.; Colonel H. J. G. Battle, Reuben
^Tiite, Caddo, La.
We must all help one another, and those who can be efficient in

our cause must receive all necessary hospitality, aid, and informa-
tion. I introduce none but the worthy.

B. J. Page.
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Report of Lieuteimnt-Commander Mitchell, V. S. Nany, acknowledg-
ing orders.

U. S. S. Carondelet,
Off Alexandria, La., March 21, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication* of yesterday relating to sending an armed" party to
report to Lieutenant-Commander Phelps: also General Order No.
184.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John G. MrrcifELL,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi tSquatlron, Flagship Black. Hawk.

Letter from- plantation agent at Natchez to Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant -Johnston, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Forest Rose,
requesting information regarding cotton seized hy the latter.

OrncE OF Assistant Special Agent or the
Treasury Department tor Leasing Plantations,

Natchez, Miss., March 22, 186^.
.

Sir : In the letter of the Hon. William P. Mellen, supervising special

agent of the Treasury Department of the United States, appointing
me to the office of assistant special agent for leasing plantations, I
am instructed to "take charge of all abandoned property collected

by the lessees of plantations," and hold the same subject to his order

;

and again, in a circular letter addressed to assistant special agents
and to surveyors and collectors of customs in the first agency, dated
Vicksburg, March 13, 1864, Mr. Mellen orders as follows: "All
abandoned property collected upon a plantation, leased by an assist-

ant special agent, shall be delivered to such agent only, and shall be
receipted for and forwarded by him in the manner prescribed by the
regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury." In compliance with
instructions, a part of which are quoted above, on the 11th day of
February last, I gave authority to Mr. James C. Warner, a lessee of
the Legeant [L'Argent?] (being an abandoned) plantation, to "col-
lect and secure all the cotton and other crops heretofore grown, and
now remaining on said plantation, and to deliver the cotton so

gathered and secured, on the bank of the river at a safe point, to be
designated by said Burnet, or at the port of Natchez, as said Burnet
may direct." In pursuance of said authority, Mr. Warner, on or

about the 10th instant, hauled to the bank of the river a lot of cot-

ton, to wit, 15 bales set apart for the Government out of a lot of 30
bales, by Charles Scott, my agent, appointed therefor, and delivered
the said 15 bales to said Scott, to be held subject to my instructions.

On or about the 18th instant, as I am informed by Mr. Scott, the

gunboat No. 9, of which you are in command, landed at the place

where said cotton was deposited, and, taking it on board, brought

* Not found.

102008°—N w B—VOL 26—13 13
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it to the port of Xatchez and there refused to deliver it to my
agent.

1 have respectfully to ask you whether it is true, as stated, that

the cotton referred to was so taken by you, and if so, the reason for

so taking it and refusing to return it to my possession ; and also re-

spectfully to ask you, in compliance with the act of Congress ap-

proved March 12, 1863, and of the order of the Secretary of the Navy
dated March 1, 1863, a copy of which I had the honor to hand you
some time since, and in compliance with the instructions of the

Secretary of the Treasury, to return said 15 bales of cotton to my
possession at your earliest convenience.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Buknet,
Assistant Special Agent for Plantations, Natchez District.

Captain [J. V.] Johnston,
Commanding Gunboat No. 9.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dominy, U. S. Navy, com-
manding U. S. S. General Bragg, on guard duty at mouth of Red
River.

U. S. S. General Bragg,
Red River, March 23, 1861

Sir: The steamer Constitution brought down to-day 30 head of

beef cattle, and as I had no place to keep them on shore, and no feed

for them, I shipped them on the steamer La Crosse to you. The cap-

tain of the La Crosse has given me his parole of honor not to trade

or hold any communication with the shore until he reports to you on
his way up Red River.

I have made no stipulation with him for carrying the cattle, telling

him that he was to present his claim, whatever it might be, to you.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

C. DOMINY,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral U. 1). Porter,
Commanding Mississippi S(pi.adron.

General report of Fleet Captain Pennock. U. S. Navy.

Ofeice Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III,, March 23, 186^..

Dear Admiral: The Avenger arrived this morning and delivered

the mail. I received but one letter from you, which was dated the

10th instant. The captain of the ram reports that he finds great diffi-

culty in making sufficient steam to give his vessel the great speed
that was expected of her. I have had a survey upon her to-day, and
the opinion of the engineers is that she needs a set of blowers. I
have had the measurement taken, and ordered them to be worked
upon night and day. The engineer of the vessel informs me that if

they ave sent to him they can be put on without delay, and especially
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easily, if the boat can be near the Samson a few hours. I have there-
fore determined not to detain her here, and have ordered her to pro-
ceed and report to you, carrying the guard flag. I shall send by her
all your letters and dispatches received up to to-day.
The Benefit has returned from Memphis and is now loading up

with stores and such articles as have been required by the fleet.

When full, she will be sent down with orders to deliver her stores to the
different vessels and report to you at Eed River. She will tow down
the barge Lucy, loaded with lumber for Memphis, sent there for the
repair of gunboats. I hope to be able to get the new quarters and
carpenter's shop for Skipwith's Landing ready to be towed down
by her.

I have given instructions to the ordnance officer to put on board
the General. Lyon all the ordnance that has been required, and to
anticipate the wants of the squadron as far as possible.

I am determined that no effort of mine shall be wanting to get to
you all you may desire.

I have been very anxious to get the Hastings and Red Rover fin-

ished, but, with all my grumbling and growling, fear they will not
be ready to leave before the 2d or 3d of next month.
The Fairy has arrived and has part of a crew on board. She is

doing police duty here, watching for smugglers, as I have reason to
believe that attempts are made to smuggle powder, etc., into Ken-
tucky. I expect the next boat {W. G. Mann) every day, and, in

accordance with your verbal orders, shall send her to Shirk to relieve

the Paw Paw for repairs.

I shall order Acting Master Thompson to command her and trans-

fer all the men and officers of the Paw Paw, excepting Acting Volun-
teer Lieutenant O'Neil, to her. Shirk tells me that you consented
to the arrangement.

I received a telegram from General Sherman's adjutant-general

saying that Forrest was supposed to be crossing near Eastport and
asking for a gunboat to watch the place. I replied that Shirk was
up the Tennessee, watching the river.

Sincerely, your friend,

A. M. Pennock.

Letter from Brigadier-General Brayman, U. S. Army, to Fleet Cap-
tain Pennock, ZJ. S. Navy, regarding the prohahle need of a gun-

boat in vicinity of Columbus, Hickman, arid Paducah.

Headquarters District of Cairo,
Cairo, HI., March 23, 186^.

Sir : I have information, which appears reliable, that Forrest, with

7,000 cavalry, is approaching Union City. If so, it may be necessary

to have a gunboat in the vicinity of Columbus and Hickman and
Paducah, in case the river should be approached at either point.

Yours, etc.,

M. Brayman,
Brigadier-General, Gorrvmanding.

Captain Pennock,
Commanding Station.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, III.,

March 2k, 186^—11 : 4S a. m.
I have just received a dispatch from Columbus, stating that the

enemy were advancing on Columbus in force. Communication with
Colonel Hawkins at Union City has been cut off, and nothing heard
from him since 3 o'clock this morning. Think it would be advisable

to send a gunboat to Columbus at once, if possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. MUNROE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain Pennock, Commanding.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 2k, 186k.
I will try to get a gunboat to you this evening. Please keep me

informed.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Com/mandant Station.

Brigadier-General M. Brayman,
Columhus.

[Telegram.]

Columbus, Ky., March 2k, 186k.
Let the boat report here. We go out with 2,000 men toward Union

City. I think the enemy will go toward Paducah.
M. Brayman,

Bngadier-General, Commanding.
Captain A. M. Pennock,

Commanding Station.

Cooperation of V. S. steafiners Peosta awl Paw Paw in repulse of
Confederate attack upon Paducah, Ky., March 25, 186k.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., March 26, 186k.
(Received Washington 7:20 p. m.)

At 3 p. m. yesterday the rebels made an attack upon Paducah, [Ky.],
and the steamers Peosta and Paw Paw and fort at once opened fire.

Colonel [S. G.] Hicks holds the fort. The front part of the citv is

destroyed, our shells setting fire to the houses on the levee. A brisk
cannonading was continued until about 10 p. m., when the fire of the
rebels ceased. The attack may have been renewed this morning.
Our dispatches are received by boat, the telegraphic communication
having been destroyed. The fort made a desperate resistance.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain, etc.

Hon. Gideon Welijes,

Secretary Navy.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 26, 1861
(Received Washington 7:45 p. m.)

I have just received information that the enemy is still in force
on our front at Paducah, [Ky.]. A flag of truce was sent in by them
to negotiate an exchange of prisoners, which was refused. They
demanded a surrender twice, saying they would give no quarter if
refused. Greneral Forrest has 500 prisoners from Union City. Rein-
forcements are going forward. There is no danger of a surrender.

A. M. PenNOCK,
Fleet Captain, etc.

Hon. Gn>EON Welijis,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 26, 186^.
(Received Washington 7:50 p. m.)

Paducah is safe. The rebels left at midnight.
A. M. Pennock,

Captain, etc.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secreto)^/ Navy.

[Telegram,]

Cairo, March 26, 186i..
(Received Washington 3 : 52 p. m., 27th.)

Information was received that the rebels have retreated from Pa-
ducah. Rebel loss, 300 killed; number of wounded unknown. For-
rest's force said to be 6,500 and 4 pieces of artillery. Rebel General
A. P. Thompson is reported killed.

A. M. Pknnock,
Fleet Captain.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary Navy.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding Seventh Dis-

trict, transmitting: reports of commanding officers of TS. S. steamers Peosta and
Paw Paw.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III., March 28, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report

:

I arrived at Paducah from the Tennessee River in the U. S. S.

Peosta at noon on Friday, the 25th instant. As usual, I immediately
called upon Colonel S. G. Hicks, commanding the post, and learned
from him that he had information that the rebels had captured
Union City on the previous day, and that they were now threatening
Paducah.
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I had heard so often of Paducah being threatened (as you are

aware) that I did not place as much confidence in this report as I

would have done had I not been so often humbugged.
Leaving the Peosta, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Thomas E.

Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, and the Paw Paw, Acting Volun-
teer Lieutenant A. F. O'Neil, U. S. Navy, commanding, at Paducah,
with instructions to cooperate with Colonel Hicks in case he was
attacked, and not to spare the town in case the rebels should obtain
possession of it, I went to Cairo to consult with, and impart informa-
tion to. Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station A. M. Pennock.
Arriving at Cairo, Captain Pennock and I saw Generals Brayman

and Veatch. It was determined to send reinforcements to Paducah.
I left Cairo for Paducah at 10 p. m., in the U. S. dispatch steamer
Vo7.unteer, commanded by Acting Ensign M. K. Haines, U. S. Navy,
and carrying two 12-pounder howitzers. On our way up we de-

stroyed ferry boats, etc., to prevent the rebels from crossing the river.

I arrived at daylight and found that (unfortunately for me) the
rebels, consisting of about 5,000 men, and commanded by General
Forrest, had attacked the,place a few hours after I had left on the
preceding day. The Peosta and Paw Paw did most excellent service,

just as well as if I had been present; still, I assure you that the morti-
fication that I experienced that the vessel carrying my divisional

flag should be engaged in battle and I not be on board of her, was
very gi;eat.

I enclose the reports of Acting Volunteer Lieutenants Thomas E.
Smith and A. F. O'Neil, to whose gallantry and efficient service I
respectfully call the attention of the commander in chief of the
squadron and the honorable Secretary of the Navy.
Immediately after arriving at Paducah I placed myself in com-

munication with Colonel Hicks, who had so gallantly defended his

fort with a small but determined garrison of about 800 men, some of
whom were raw negro recruits. He informed me that he expected
another attack, as the rebels were in line of battle some two miles
and a half from the fort, and requested me to " protect the fort and
let the town go to hell."

I had the gunboats under way from daylight until dark, moving
up and down the river in front of, above, and below the town and
fort, ready for any emergency. About 3 o'clock I sent the Paw Paw
some 20 miles up the Tennessee River, with orders to destroy all

ferry boats, flats, and skiffs. She did this effectually, and returned
about 9 o'clock.

At 4 p. m. it was reported to Colonel Hicks in my presence that
the rebels were advancing to the attack, and in a few minutes an
orderly from the colonel brought me word that he wished me to
drop a few shells into the head of Jersey Street, as he was informed
that the rebels Avere forming in that place. I did so, but the party
proved to be some of our own men who were picking up stray horses,
etc. Fortunately no one was hurt. Soon after this Colonel Hicks
sent out a flag of truce, which, having gone several miles without
falling in witli the rebels, returned with the authentic report that
they had retired upon the several roads leading from Paducah to
Columbus. Being convinced that this was the truth, I left at mid-
night for Cairo in the Volimteer, to do all that I could to assist
Captain A. M. Pennock in this emergency.
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The Peosta is at Paducah guarding that place, and the Paw Paw
has gone up the Tennessee River to convoy a brigade of troops under
Brigadier-General Veatch, who are intended to cut off the retreat of

Forrest.

In the attack at Paducah Colonel Hicks lost 14 killed and 46
wounded. The rebels lost 300 killed and a great many wounded.
Among the killed was Brigadier-General A. P. Thompson.
The lower part of the town was destroyed by Colonel Hicks on

the morning of the 26th, as all of his killed and wounded had been
struck by sharpshooters from the tops and windows of houses in the

vicinity of the fort. The shells from the gunboats and the fort

did a great deal of damage to the town. Several buildings were
burned, and a number have holes in them. The rebels burned the

quartermaster's storehouses and the steamboat Dacotah on the ways.
Altogether, I am of the opinion that those inhabitants of Paducah

who sympathize with their " misguided Southern brethren " have
received a lesson which they will not forget in a hurry.

It is gratifying to me to have the pleasure to report to you that

Colonel Hicks informed me that he was under many obligations

to the commanding officers of the U. S. gunboats Peosta and Paw Paw
for the efficient aid rendered by them to him.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieut. Comdr., U. S. Navy, Comdg. 7th Dist. Mississippi Squadron.

Rear-Admiral Davto D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. Mwsissippi Sguadron.

[Enclosures.]

U. S. S. Peosta.
Paducah, Ky., March 27, 186Jf.

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that, at 3.05 p. m., on

Friday the 2.5th instant, having learned that our pickets around the

town were being driven in by a force of rebels, weighed anchor and

beat to quarters. The enemy appearing in sight, steamed to the

upper end of the city and opened on them with our starboard bow
guns, the U. S. S. Paw Paw also opening at the same time. We then

dropped down to the foot of Broadway and fired up the street. The
fort was at this time attacked, and we dropped down opposite it, the

Paw Paw following. We served our starboard battery as fast as

possible, and the rebels retired, being driven back.

At, 4: 10 a flag of truce was seen approaching the fort, and we
ceased firing and steamed up opposite the foot of Broadway. At

4: 45 the rebels being seen plundering the .stores on Broadway and

approaching the fort, opened upcm them again from starboard

battery. In consequence of a heavy fire of musketry being directed

upon us by sharpshooters in the buildings on Front Street, I re-

luctantly opened upon them, demolishing the City Hotel and brewery

and setting several other buildings on fire. At 8 : 30, firing from the

fort having ceased, came to anchor abreast it. At 10:30, the

rebels having commenced to destroy property, we again got under-

way, steamed up to the town, and opened on them. At midnight

ceased firing, our ammunition being nearly expended, which pre-

vented our firing through the night. We disabled one piece of the
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enemy's artillery. Henry Doane, seaman, was wounded in the left

hand by a rifle ball. We fired 530 rounds. The Peosta was hit

about 200 times by rifle shot, but is not injured. The officers and
men behaved admirably. Pilot Smedley deserves much praise for

the efficient manner in which he did his duty, being at the wheel
during the entire afternoon and night.

I enclose reports of the gunner, engineer, and carpenter.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. E. Smith,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk, U. S. Navy,
Coimnanding 7th Distriet U. S. Mississippi Squadron.

[Subenclosures.]

U. S. S. Peosta,

Ojf Faducah, Ky., March 25, i8G4.

Sir : In obedience to your orders of the 25th, I respectfuUj' submit
the following report of damages done to battery and ordnance, and
ordnance stores expended in the action of the 25th instant

:

Two 24-poimder howitzers disabled by the recoil of the guns,

carrying the pivot chocks away. One hundred 32-pounder 5 sec. shell

;

30 stand of grape, 30 canister, 30-pounder Parrott ; 30 Schenkle time
fuze shell, 40 percussion shell, 24-pound howitzer, 48 shell, 120
shrapnel, 12-pounder howitzer ; 34 shell, 98 shrapnel, 800 percussion
primers, 300 Enfield rifle cartridges, caliber .58, 325 percussion caps,

1 rammer and sponge for 24-pounder gun, 1 side tackle, 1 train rope,

1 bed and quoin, 32-pounder gun, 3 lockstrings, 6 woven wicks, 1 glass

chimney.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John A. McDonald,
(runner. U. S. Navy.

Thos. E. Smith,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, CoTmnanding.

U. S. S. Peosta,

Off Paducah, Ivy.. March 25, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of casualties

on board of this vessel

:

Wounded.—Henry Doane, rated as seaman in the XT. S. Navy, resi-

dence Albion, Oswego County, N. Y.; received a gunshot wound in

the left hand, in which he will sustain a loss of one finger and a part
of the hand above it. George W. Crosier, rated as seaman in the
U. S. Navy, residence Buffalo, N. Y. ; received two slight gunshot
wounds, one over the region of the stomach and the other in the
breast.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Wise,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

[Acting] Volunteer Lieutenant Thomas E. Smith,
Com.7n,anding

.
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U. S. S. Peosta, March 25, 1861
Sib: I respectfully beg leave to report the damages sustained by

the engineer's department of this vessel in the engagements of this

day, off Paducah, Ky. :

Four globe lamps and four coal-oil lamps, with reflectors, de-

stroyed. Three of the flues in the port boiler are leaking, caused by
concussion of the guns.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Perry South,
Acting First Assistant Engineer, V. S. Navy.

Thos. E. Smith,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Corn.m,anid,ing

.

U. S. S. Gttnboat Paw Paw,
Off Paducah, Ky., March 26, 186^.

Sir: I respectfully submit the following report, of the part taken
by this vessel in the engagement of yesterday with the enemy at this

place

:

At 2 p. m., while at anchor off the city, hearing that our pickets

were being driven in, I got underway and dropped down to the fort.

Meanwhile the Peosta also got underway, and, steaming to the upper
portion of the city, opened fire.

At half-past 2 I opened fire in a southwesterly direction, with 5-

sec. shell, being aware, from my acquaintance with the position,

that the enemy must approach the fort from that direction.

I kept up a steady fire until 4 p. m., confining it to the immediate
vicinity of the fort. The object of the enemy appeared to be to

divert the attention of the gunboats from the fort by harassing them
with sharpshooters, and in this design they partially succeeded, for

the Peosta was kept busy in endeavoring to dislodge them from the

front row of buildings in the city, from which they kept up a galling

fire upon her. Notwithstanding, however, that a sharp musketry
fire was poured upon my vessel, I paid but little heed to it, giving

all my attention to the contest at the fort.

At 4 p. m. the enemy sent in a flag of truce, which caused a tem-

porary cessation of hostilities, but in less than an hour the attack

upon our works was resumed, and the battle continued until about

5 p. m.
After this time there was no general engagement, but some des-

ultory firing.

Owing to a scarcity of ammunition it was of great importance that

no shots should be wasted, and therefore my firing was moderately
slow, but very careful. I have every reason to be satisfied with it.

At 9 p. m. I fired half a dozen rifle shell, but neither saw nor heard
anything more of the enemy. I laid off the fort all night ready for

any emergency.
There were no casualties on board this vessel, if I except a slight

wound received by myself in the cheek. This was done by a sharp-
shooter on the bank, who, lying in proximity to some women and
children, took advantage of my inability to fire upon him, and kept
up an annoying and accurate fire upon our pilot house.
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The following is the amount of ammunition expended during the

engagement : 24-pounder howitzer, 103 shrapnel, 21 shell, 5 sec., and

charges. 30-pounder Parrott rifle, 51 shell (percussion), 1 shell, o

sec, 1 solid shot, 53 charges, making a total of 177 rounds.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. F. O'Neil,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant^ Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk,
Commanding Seventh District Missiaaippi Squadron.

fTelpgram.]

Hdqrs. Fottrth Dtviston, Sixteenth Army Corps,

Cairo, III., March 25, 1864.

The dispatches to-night say that Paducah is attacked and is likely

to be overpowered by a rebel 'force. You will embark one regiment of

your command immediately and run up near Paducah, communi-

cating with Captain Shirk, on gunboat No. 36. If you find that the

place can be reinforced and that it is expedient for you to land. Cap-

tain Shirk will cover your troops with his guns. This movement

must not delay our voyage up the Tennessee, and you must take every-

thing with you necessary for the march, except your transportation,

which you will direct to be shipped in the morning.

You must act on your own judgment when you reach Paducah and

be governed by the best information you can obtain.

James C. Veatch,
Brigadier-General.

Colonel James K. Hoave,
Commanding Second Brigade.

fTelegrntn.]

Metropolis, March 25, 1864.

From all appearances Paducah is in flames. We can see it very

distinctly from the river bank. There is fire there sure. Whether it

is a boat on fire or the town I am unable to say. No circuit from
Paducah. Fire is getting larger.

Later.—Three men just from Paducah saw fighting in the streets;

city on fire; gunboats and forts firing; assault on fort repulsed; saw
rebel officer bearing flag of truce; fighting with rapid discharges of

small arms
;
great many women and children brought across the river

in large wharf boat ; they left in a hurry and know no more.
Later.—Another arrival of a family from Paducah report all Front

Street in ashes. Rebel forces charged on fort several times, but
failed. Our forces still hold the fort at 4 p. m.

Wallace.
Mason,

Military Operator, Cairo.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 25, I864.

Tour dispatches have been received, for which I thank you. An
additional gunboat has left for Paducah, and reinforcements are now
embarking. Any information you can get please send here.

M. Brayman,
Brigadier-General, Commanding, Per Smitlu

Telegraph Operator at Metropolis.

Extract from report of Brigadier-General Brayman, tl. S. Army, regarding naval
cooperation, March 25, 1864.

Headqitarters District of Cairo,
Cairo, III, May 2, ISGJf.

Sir:

I wish to state that during my short period of service here the Navy
has borne a conspicuous part in all operations. The Peosta, Captain
Smith, and Paw Paw, Captain O'Neil, joined Colonel Hicks at

Paducah, and with gallantry equal to his own shelled the rebels out
of the buildings from which their sharpshooters annoyed our troops.

A large number took shelter in heavy warehouses near the river and
maintained a furious fire upon the gunboats, inflicting some injury,

but they were promptly dislodged and the buildings destroyed. Fleet

Captain Pennock, of the Mississippi Squadron, representing Admiral
Porter in his absence, and lieutenant-Commander Shirk, of the Sev-
enth Division, who had charge aboA-e Cairo and on the Tennessee,

were prompt, vigilant, and courageous and cooperated in everything.

That the river line was kept open, considering the inadequate force at

my control, I regard as due in a great degree to the cooperation of

the Navy.*******
I remain, very resjiectfnlly, your obedient servant.

Mason Brayman,
Brigadier-General of Vohinteers.

Major-General S. A. Hurdbut,
CommMnding Sixteenth Army Corj)s, Meinphis, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

March 26, 1864.

Columbus must be strengthened to-night. I will put all disposable

force here on board. Please send the gunboat.
M. Brayman,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Commanding, etc., Mound City.
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[Telegram.]

Columbus, Ky., March 27, 186^.

The enemy is in this neighborhood and we are ready for attack

to-night. They were badly crippled at Paducah and may not come.

I will do all that is possible to respond to your wishes concerning

Mound City.

M. Brayman,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
MasUr of Fleet, etc., Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Columbus, Ma,rch 27, 186^.

Last advices from the front show the rebels 4,000 strong at Clinton,

under Forrest. We are expecting attack here in the morning early.

Eeceived 400 men from Madrid this evening. Are in good trim for

fighting.

C. B. Smith,
Lieutenant and Aid-de-Gam,p.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Conwnanding Fleet at Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Columbus, Ky., March 28, 1861^—ll:Jf5 a. m.
General Sherman instructs me to convey his order to General

Veatch to land at Savannah and proceed to Purdy and the Hatchee
to cut oif the retreat of Forrest. Please convey this to him by dis-

patch boat. Also advise General Veatch that Forrest is still within
12 miles of this place and we are waiting an attack.

M. Brayman,
Brlgadier-Gerheral, GoTnmaiMling.

Captain Pennock,
Cairo or Mound City.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, March 28, 186^.

As soon as the dispatch boat arrives, which I sent to Columbus
yesterday, I will send her up with General Sherman's order to Gen-
eral Veatch. I have received information from Captain Odlin that
a small force of cavalry have crossed the river above this and may
attack. I have made all arrangements to meet them.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain, etc.

Brigadier-General Brayman.
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Report of Acting Chief Engineer Bickerstaff, U. S. Navy, regarding
injury to boilers of the V. S. S. Avenge?:

U. S. S. Samson, Fleet Shop,
Off Bed River, March 28, I864.

Sir : It becomes my painful duty to inform you of the deplorable
burning of the boilers of the ram Avenger. She arrived here on
Saturday morning. The engineers turned to and cleaned out the
boilers while the crew were coaling ship.

Mr. Thomas King, acting third assistant engineer, neglected to
close down the mud valve and as the steam came up the water grad-
ually ran out until the two boilers on the port side were empty. The
furnace being full of fire, the boilers became unduly heated, so much
so it becomes absolutely necessary to put in two new sheets. Thig
will take, I think, about fifteen days to make them as good as they
were before.

I am, your obedient servant,

Saml. Bickerstaff,
Acting Chief Engineer.

Rear-Admiral David D. Pokit^r,

Commanding Mississippi ti<iuadron.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 29, I864..

Colonel Hicks says the enemy are on him again. I am going up
with reinforcements.

M. Brayman,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Mound City.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Nauy, transmitting report
regarding injury to hoilers of Vi S. S. Avenger, and recommend,-
ing the dismissal of her engineers.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Off Alexandria, La., March 30, 1861^.

Sir: T have the honor to enclose herewith report from the com-
manding officer of the U. S. S. Avenger, in relation to the burning
of the boilers of that vessel.

As this vessel was perfectly new in every respect, and the accident
seems to have resulted from gross carelessness on the part of Acting
First Assistant Engineer James W. Edgar, acting chief, and Acting
Third Assistant Engineer Thomas King, I beg leave to recommend
that they be dismissed from the United States Navy.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Reoir-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Nacy, Washington, D. C.
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[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Avenger,
Mauth Red River, March £8, 1864.

Sir: Not being able to proceed up Ked River with the Avenger,
agreeable to your order, I have to make the following report

:

I arrived here yesterday morning at 1 o'clock and proceeded im-
mediately to coaling ship, the engineers in the meantime cleaning
out the boilers. When nearly done coaling and getting up steam in

readiness to leave as soon as the moon should rise, my senior engi-

neer discovered the boilers on the port side very badly burned. I
immediately reported the same to Captain Dominy, of the General
Bragg, saw Captain [Acting Chief Engineer] Bickerstaff, of the
/Samson, and preparations were made as rapidly as possible to get
the boilermakers at work.
They have held a survey of the boilers and say they can not be

repaired in less than twelve or fifteen days. The accident occurred
either through the negligence or ignorance of one of the third assist-

ant engineers, who was ordered to close the mud valve, and instead
of doing so opened it, thereby letting the water out of the boilers.

For his inefficiency I have placed him under arrest and await your
order. I have been greatly troubled with delays on account of her
machinery since leaving Cairo. She made very good time coming
downstream, but returning could not make steam sufficient to go
faster than 7 miles per hour, sometimes not making 6 miles. Sue
required more boiler capacity for her sized engines, as 100 pounds
was the heaviest steam we could get. Captain Pennock told me I
had a very important mail to convey to you, therefore Captain
Dominy has concluded to forward it by the Stgnnl.

I shall press the repairs toAvard completion with all dispatch,
hoping I may yet be able to join you up Red River.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Chas. a. Wright,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Paducah, March 30, 1864—1:30 p. m.
I am getting the prisoners together, and will leave as soon as pos-

sible for Cairo. The latest reliable information is they are concen-
trating at Mayfield, preparing to go south.
Lieutenant M. Knight, with 18 men, drove in their pickets day

before yesterday, but had to fall back in quick time. There were two
brigades advancing yesterday, but have fallen back ; they were gath-
ering their men, I think. General Buford sent in a flag of truce for
the exchange of surgeons and to enquire about the rebel wounded
and dead; also about General Thompson. The colonel is fully pre-
pared for any attack, and there is no chance of their getting this
place.

J. H. Odlin,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Brayman and Captain Pennock.
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[Telegram.]

Paducah, March 30, 186i.
A man just from Mayfield. He left Mayfield last night after dark.

Faulkner has just joined Forrest at Mayfield. They nave given the
Tennessee troops furloughs. He says they are going to stay as long
as they please. One Tennessee regiment that was here has gone to
Tennessee; the rest of the force is still with him and say they intend
to come here. He reports that Forrest was moving on Columbus
yesterday. I just received your dispatch. I have dispatched all the
news.

J. H. Odlin,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Brayman and Captain Pennook.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, March 31, 186^.
Following dispatch received:

Fort Donelson, March 30, 186^.

The gunboat (23) has just returned from below Eddyville. I sent 50 men on
boat, who scouted the country around, meeting with a party of our troops from
Hopkinsville, who captured 8 of a party of guerrillas. It Is certain that For-
rest is not op this side of the Tennessee. The rumors regarding his having
crossed originated in a party of some 30 men crossing near Eddyville. This
party will probably be captured. All is quiet at Smithland, and there is no
foice threatening any position on the Cumberland. Captain Fitch, of the Navy,
reports Forrest near Columbus, on the Mississippi.

O. L. Baldwin,
Colonel Fifth Kentucky Cavalry, Commanding.

General Bousseau.
L. H. Rousseau,

Major-General, Commanding.

Brigadier-General Whipple,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Report of Acting Master HicJcey, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S.

Queen City, regarding operations near Crocketfs Bluff, White
River, March 31.

U. S. Gunboat Queen City,
White River, April 1, 1864-

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the night of the 31st of

March there were some troops crossing at Maddox Bay, 4 miles be-

low Crockett's BluflF. I sent an armed boat's crew in citiarge of Act-
ing Ensign F. M. Hathaway, with orders to allow no one to cross.

Contrary to my positive orders, he allowed one or more boats to cross

without any opposition. At midnight I dropped down from Crock-
ett's Bluff, and he reported that they had been crossing. I opened
fire and very distinctly heard them running in the woods. The next
morning at daylight I landed an armed boat's crew and found 4
horses, 1 mule, 1 buggy, 2 pistols, 29,000 percussion caps, a very
large rebel mail, and some clothing of no value. No official dis-

patches.
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I would also state that I went up Maddox Bay and destroyed two
large ferryboats, one 30 feet long and the other 25.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. HiCKEY,
Acting Master, Commaiiding U. S. S. Queen City.

Lieutenant-Commander James M. Prighett,
Commanding White River Station.

Letter from the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Navy, traiis-

m,itting copy of letter from the Secretary of the Navy of the Con-
federate States regarding formation of guerrilla parties on Western
Hvers.

War Department,
Confidential.] Washington, City, April 1, 186Jf.

Sir: By direction of the Secretary of War, I have the honor to

transmit for your information, herewith enclosed, copy of a re-

cently captured letter from the rebel Secretary of the Navy, dated
September 10, 1863, relating to the formation of river guerrilla par-

ties, with the view of undertaking the " destruction of gunboats,

transports," etc., on the Western rivers.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

Ed. R. S. Canby,
Brigadier-General, Assistant Adjutant-General.

The Secretary of the Navy,
Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

C. S. OF America,
Navy Department, Richmond, September 10, 1863.

Sir : Your letter of the 18th July from Jacksonport, Ark., reached
me a few days ago.

You inform me that a certain party " desires to obtain proper au-

thority from the Confederate Government to undertake the destruc-

tion of gunboats, transports, etc., for such per centum of the value
of the boats destroyed as may be offered," etc.

There is no legislation of which I am aware that satisfies precisely

the conditions required.

The act of 6th May, 1861, recognizing the existence of war with
the United States and providing for privateering is not construed
to permit privateering on inland waters.

A reference to the law fqr the establishment of a volunteer navy,
a copy of which I enclose herewith, will show you that it can not be
made to embrace the parties to which you refer.

To facilitate organizations of parties to operate as you propose,
in boats or otherwise, against the enemy on our Western rivers, they
could be received into the Navy if they shipped regularly in accord-
ance with existing laws, and then assigned to duty under an acting
master upon those rivers.

In this case, however, they would form a part of the regular navy
establishment, drawing its pay and subsistence.

I infer from your letter that such is not the object of the parties
in question, but that they desire to organize in small parties to



NAVAL FOKCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 209

operate as independent river guerrilla parties under their own leaders

and to look to prize money or reward from the country for destroying
enemy's property to defray expenses, etc., using an appointment from
the Government to secure to them the rights of prisoners of war if

captured.

Judging from what you say, that you have not the acts of Congress
at hand, I enclose copies of two acts, one of which possibly serves the

desired purpose.
The President has authority to make such an arrangement as you

refer to, and I would suggest that parties wishing to engage in the

enterprise present to him their names, purposes, and terms, either

directly or through your obedient servant.

Very respectfully,

S. E. Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy.

Colonel E. C. Cabell, C. S. Army,
Headqvarters, Price's Army, JacJcsonport, Ark.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter,

U. S. Navy, forwarding copy of captured letter of the Secretary

of the Navy of the Confederate States.

Navy Department,

Confidential.] Washington, April 2, 186Jf.

Sir: I transmit herewith for your information copy of a recently

captured letter from the rebel Secretary of the Navy relative to the

formation of guerrilla parties for the destruction of the gunboats,

etc., on our Western rivers.

Very respectfully, Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, April 3, 186^.

Captain Pennock thinks you had better come back immediately,

and I think the Forty-seventh Indiana will have to go with you.

J. H. Odlin,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brigadier-General Brayman,
Paducah.

Circular to commanders of squadrons.

Bureau of Navigation,

Navy Department, Washington, April 4, 186Jf.

Sir: It having been represented to the bureau that certain em-

barrassments are likely to arise under the operation of its circular

102008°—N w R—VOL 26—13 ^14
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order of the 22d February last, the bureau communicates for your
information the following statement of the views of the Department
on the subject of Navy signals.

I. The occasion for the late order changing the figure symbols
represented by the flags and lights of the Navy code had its origin in

the reported capture during the early part of February last of a

copy of the flotilla code of signals. And the occasion for that part

of the order which directed that the figure symbols of the Navy
signal code shall not be incorporated in the flotilla code was based on
the discovery, then first realized, of the danger of allowing the

flotilla code to be furnished not only with the figure symbols of both
flags and lights of the Navy code, but with the signal numbers by
which the various public vessels were known in the latter code.

II. The precautions taken to guard the Navy code by restricting its

issue to certain officers and requiring special care dviring its trans-

mission to and from the officers charged with its safe-keeping and
use would thus seem to be of little practical value, if, with the ab-

sence of all these precautions in respect to the issue, transmission, and
use of the flotilla code, the signal symbols of the two codes remain
identical. At the same time it is doubtless true that more or less

practical inconvenience must result in maintaining two different

systems of figure symbols for the. two codes.

III. Long since convinced by a consideration of these difficulties

of the necessity for an effectual remedy, the bureau has anticipated
the several measures proposed by commanders of squadrons in the
provision of a new edition of the Navy signal code, which, after
several months of preparation, is now about ready for the press.
This new edition of the Navy code will be established upon the
following basis

:

1. It will have but one series of signal numbers for all the signals
of the code, including fog and night signals and the names of all

vessels in the naval service, and the series of signal numbers will
commence with the number 10 and terminate below the number
4000.

2. The signal code thus made up will be printed complete, with its

figiire symbols and signal numbers ready for use. It is intended by
giving to the signal book a permanent form not only to avoid the
mistakes of chirography, but the embarrassments incident to frequent
changes of figure symbols.

3. The signal code thus established will replace for all purposes of
ordinary signal communication the present editions of both the Navy
code and flotilla code, and instead of being restricted as at present to
certain officers, it will be issued to all officers commanding public
vessels.

4. A circular of confidential instructions for making secret signals
readily applicable to any circumstances of weather or situation will
be issued in connection with the publication of the new signal book
and sent to commanders of squadrons.

IV. The bureau directs that until the new arrangements shall have
been completed the flag and light symbols established by its order of
the 22d February for the Na-\^ code shall be extended to and embrace
the flotilla code for all purposes of ordinary signal communication.

V. The bureau directs that whenever it shall be deemed expedient
by a signal officer to mask his signals, he will commence by making
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signal number 886 or 888 of the present Navy code, or the signal

number 7120 of the flotilla code, whereupon all succeeding signals

will be made by adding 10 to the number as shown and subtracting 10
from the number as read. And whenever it shall be deemed expedi-
ent to return to ordinary signals that one of the above indicated
numbers which was used to open secret signals will be repeated in

order to close them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. Davis,

Chief of Bureau.
Kear-Admiral D. D. Porter, LT. S. Navy,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron., Cairo., III.

[Telegram.]

Hdqrs Military Division of the Mississippi,

Nashville, Tenn., April i, 186.^..

I think we can build gunboats above the shoals, and I agree with
you that it is too late to pass the shoals now. I only repeated a mes-

sage of General McPherson.
Tell Captain Shirk I send down in the quartermaster's gunboat

Silver Wave General Corse, whom I would like him to see. Ask
Captain Shirk to keep up communication with General Veatch at or

near Purdy.
W. T. Sherman,

Major-General.
Captain Pennock,

Cairo.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay., U. S. Navy., transmitting

report of injury to ZJ. S. S. Little Rebel.

U. S. S. Choctaw,
Ouachita River., April P, 1861i..

Sir: I have the honor to report that the pumps were sent down
and placed in the Little Rebel.

I -enclose Acting Master Oliver's report of the accident that oc-

curred to the Little Rebel.

Your obedient servant, Frank M. Ramsay,
LAeutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Oorrvmanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. LittIjE Rebel, April 5, 1861i.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order of

the 2d instant.

The new pumps have been placed in the vessel and work admirably.

On the trial trip I ran from the coal barges to Fort Adams with 60

pounds steam in fifty-seven minutes, and ran 5 miles above with

90 pounds steam at the rate of 17 miles per hour.
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On the evening of the 4th instant I received orders from Captain
Dominy to run up the river with dispatches to the Champion and
Juliet. I left Red Eiver at 3 p. m., ran to the Champion, and thien

steamed on up river. When about 4 miles up one of the bolts of

main connection slipped ; repaired in twenty minutes and ran on. In
making the crossing at entrance of Dead Man's Bend ran into shoal

water, then going about 14 miles per hour. As she passed over she

settled astern and shipped a large quantity of water through the

rudder port, filling the after lockers. It burst the locker doors and
rushed into the steerage. The officers below thought she had opened
aft and rushed on deck, saying that the boat was sinking. I sprung
to the steerage hatch, and seeing several inches water on the lower
deck, thought such Avas the fact. I immediately went on deck and
ordered the pilot to run her into the shore, as I thought she would
sink in a very few moments, and then went below to see what the
damage was. I found that it was a false alarm, but before I could
alter my course I had run up on the bar. I then tried to get her off.

I threw overboard about 200 bushels coal, broke everything out of the
rear of the vessel to lighten her astern, but found that I could not
start her. I then sent a boat to the Champion for assistance. The
boat met the Ike Hammitt coming up and returned. The Ike Ham-
mitt brought me off in about one hour, but in getting me off, broke
my rudderhead off. The rudder is iron, and the head had been
wrenched badly and was about half gone. The steamer Benefit came
down al 5 p. m. to-day and towed me down to Red River, and will

take my rudder up to the Samson to be repaired to-morrow. It will
be but a short job to repair it, and if the shoe is not badly wrenched I
can ship it in a short time.

I regret that this accident should happen, for I had got everything
in such good working order, and flattered myself that I was going to
retrieve the reputation of the boat in a measure.

I hope to be able to report ready for duty in a day or two.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Francis A. Oliver,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Francis M. Ramsay,
Comdg. 3d Dist. Mississippi Squadron, U. S. S. Choctaw.

Report of Acting Master Watson, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Juliet, forwarding statement of cotton captured on Elg'ee plantw-
tion.

U. S. S. Juliet, April 5, 1864.
Sir : Herewith I forwa,rd a statement of the rebel cotton captured

on the Elgee plantation, at the mouth of Ouamachitti [Homochittol
River, by the U. S. S. JuUet, under my command, on the 26th of
March last. There are 55 bales, and I have proof sufficient that it
was raised, picked, ginned, and baled on that plantation while Elgee
was bearing arms in the rebel service and against our Government,
and before the plantation was leased to Colonel Castle by the
Treasury Department.

Since we captured the cotton, Elgee has been taken prisoner,
while acting on the rebel General Taylor's staff, by our forces, and
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some half dozen persons have been to Admiral Porter claiming it,

among them Colonel Castle's agent, Judge Elgee's agent, a Dr. Colt-
man, and a Mr. Gordon.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. S. Watson,
Acting Master.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
CoTmnanding Missiisippl Sqnadron.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., April 6, 186If.

Your dispatch received.

The following report is from an officer sent up to communicate
with General Veatch:

Paducah, April 5, lS6i.

General Veatch went to Purdy on the 30th ultimo ; sent scouts toward Bolivar,

Jackson, and Lexington. Not hearing anything of Forrest, he returned the fol-

lowing night and proceeded to Waterloo, whence he debarked, and marched next
day, 3d Instant, to Athens, via Florence.
One of Forrest's regiments (Wisdom's) is stationed at William's Landing,

5 miles above Savannah, where they have been some time.

I met the Roib on my return with the convoy yesterday at 11 a. m., about
50 miles below Clifton. There was 4 feet on the shoals when I left Waterloo,
and river risihg fast. If the Rotb can get to Florence, General Veatch can be
communicated with. I sent the Rohh to try and get there.

A. F. O'Neil,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Shibk,
Mound City.

Major-General W. T. Sherman,
Nashville, Tenn.

M. Brayman,
Brigaxlier-General.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding order for

delivery of steamer Clara Dolsen to the V . S. marshal.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III., April 9, 1861

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of the 4th instant, with the enclosed copy of your order

of the 4th ultimo to Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter to deliver the Clara

Dolsen to the U. S. marshal.
The admiral has forwarded to me a copy of the order, and directed

me to comply therewith.

The U. S. marshal for the Southern District of Illinois was at

this place on the 7th instant, and I informed him that the Clara

Dolsen would be delivered to him at any time he may mention.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Hoji. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral P&rter^ ZI. S.

Navy, for change of name of steamer Maria to Antelope.

Navy Department, April 9, 186^.

Sir: The Department changed the name of the Maria., purchased

by you, to the Antelope, as it had a vessel of that name in the course

of construction.

Very respectfully, etc., Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Xdmiral D. D. Porter,
Com!)nanding Mississippi Sqv^dron, Cairo, III.

Report of Acting Master Rogers, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Naumkeag, referring to engagement in White River and wounding
of tico men.

U. S. S. Natjmkeag,
White River Station, April 11, 1864.

Sir: I would respectfully report that on my last trip up White
River I had an engagement Avith a portion of McRae's force, in which
Green Goss, pilot on transport Q. Lloyd was fatally wounded and
one man on steamer Celeste seriously wojinded. I sent the surgeon
of this vessel to dress their wounds and discovered that he was un-
provided with the proper surgical instruments for the extraction of
the balls.

He informs me has made two or three requisitions for surgical in-

struments. He is totally unprovided for such emergencies.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Rogers,
Acting Master, Cormnanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Command'ing Mississippi Squadron.

Capture of Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12, hy Confederate force under
Major-General Forrest, C. S. Army, and attendant operations there
and at Columhus and Paducah, Ky., April IS-I4, 186'4.

Keport of Fleet Captain Pennock, transmitting copy of dispatch forwarded to the
Department and report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, V. S. Navy.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III, April 15, 186^.

Dear Admiral: As you directed me before leaving here to com-
municate to the Secretary of the Navy any information of importance,
I have telegraphed him to-day and enclose a copy of the dispatch,
which will give you some idea of the movements of the enemy and our
actions in this region. With the able assistance of Shirk and Fitch, I
have no doubt of being able to take care of the river and keep it open,
unless the rascals have too heavy guns for our ironclads at Fort
Pillow. The guns taken by the rebels were four 12-pounders and two
10-pounders, the latter rifled. The fort was bravely defended by the
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Thirteenth Tennessee Volunteer Cavalry, numbering about 225 men,
and the Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored), numbering about
350 men.
Of these 125 were taken prisoners and 50 came here wounded last

night. Two officers are here—mortally wounded—two are prisoners,
and two escaped. The latter furnished me with an account of the
fight this morning.
No negroes were spared, and the wounded were shot or cut to pieces

in cold blood, so say the officers.

I have had no written communication from Acting Master Mar-
shall, who commands the New Era, but he sent up a verbal message
that he was out of ammunition, and I dispatched the Volunteer night
before last with 500 rounds for him.

I send you a hurried report from Shirk. I have been up and at

work night and day receiving and answering dispatches and sending
gunboats to different points. Troops returning from furlough be-

longing to General McPherson's command are arriving here daily,

and at my suggestion General Brayman has stationed infantry and a
battery just above Mound City.

I have directed the captain of the New National to report to Fitch,

near Fort Pillow, and to be governed by his instructions whether to

pass the fort or not. No boats will be allowed to leave for below
until we hear the condition of affairs from Fitch.

I have ordered all the pilots I could lay my hands on to report to

3'ou and hope soon to send you the required number. I find it a hard
matter to get engineers, but will try to find some in Cincinnati and
send them to j'ou. All your dispatches received up to the 12th went
by the Red Rover, and I now .send such as have arrived since.

I have been called off twenty times since starting this letter and
must now close to dispatch the boat.

I will write you by every opportunity and keep you posted.

The ordnance officer has been directed to fill all requisitions as rap-

idly as possible. Fitch says that all is quiet on the Cumberland, and

Shirk will look out for that district during his absence.

Sincerely, your friend,

A. M. Pennock.

[ Telegram—Enclosures. ]

Cairo, Iil., April 15, 1864-—3 p. m,.

On the 13th instant the rebels demanded the surrender of Colum-

bus, Ky., which was refused by Colonel Lawrence. Troops and two

gunboats were sent from here, but the enemy had retired before they

reached Columbus. Hearing that Fort Pillow had been attacked, I

directed Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, if he could be spared from

Columbus, to proceed to Fort Pillow with gunboats Hastings and

Moose. Last night I learned that Fort Pillow had been captured

after a desperate resistance by the garrison. The gunboat New Era

assisted in the defense. Lieutenant-Commander Fitch will, on his

arrival, endeavor to shell the rebels from the fort and to keep the

river open at all hazards. The greater part of the rebel force is said

to have left in the direction of Memphis. On the 14th a flag of

truce was sent by the rebels to Paducah. One hour was given by them

to move the women and children. At the expiration of the hour no

attack Avas made.
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Lieutenant-Commander Shirk reports that the gunboats shelled the

upper part of the town and drove the rebels out, and I am informed
that the troops in the fort also shelled them and killed several.

Paducah has been reinforced by troops sent by General Brayman,
and we have four gunboats there. Information has reached me that

the rebels are in force at Blandville, Ky., and will cross the Ohio into

Illinois, if they can, about 20 miles above Mound City. I have had
all the ferries and skiffs between this place and Paducah destroyed,

and will keep the river closely watched with all the force we have
at our disposal. A part of [the] rebels' programme is, I believe, to

destroy the large amount of ordnance and ordnance stores we have
at Mound City and other Government property at this place. We
have taken every precaution in our power to guard against it. We
have constantly to> be on the lookout for incendiaries. Admiral
Porter has left me ample instructions for guidance during his absence,

which I shall carry out to the extent of my ability.

I will telegraph you when I hear from Lieutenant-Commander
Fitch.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Cattain and Commandant of Station.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Paducah, Ky., April 12, 186^.

The rebels are in force around us. The colonel and the gunboats
are waiting for an attack. I can hardly believe that they will make
the effort to take the place with four gunboats. We do not allow any
transports to go down the river, nor will we until we can give convoy.
The Peosta, Moose, Brilliant, and Fairplay are here. The Key West
went up the river this morning with an army convoy. The Silver
Lake is patrolling the river below.
Beware of rebel strategy and look out for Cairo and Columbus. I

think the rebels want to cross the Ohio.
James W. Shirk,

Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. Seventh Dist.

Captain A. M. Pennock.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., April 16, 186Jf.

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch has returned from Fort Pillow.
The fort had been taken on the 12th after a fight lasting from day-
light until 3 o'clock p. m., and Lieutenant-Commander Fitch ar-
rived there on the afternoon of the llth. Enemy had left the fort,
carrying off all the guns, consisting of four 12-pounders and two
10-pounder rifled Parrotts. Heavy forces of cavalry were just above,
preparing to cross over to Island No. 30 to capture a number of
steamers that had been detained. The Moose, Hastings, Nev) Era,
and Volunteer shelled the enemy from 4 o'clock until dark and
routed them, driving them to Ashport, when they left on the Ripley
road. The transports were then conveyed past Fort Pillow and the
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gunboats landed at the fort and took on board the remainder of our
wounded ; also the women and children. The next morning 'Lieu-
tenant-Commander Fitch ordered the remainder of the dead to be
buried, and, seeing no more of the enemy in the immediate vicinity,
started up the river. At Ashport he shelled a squad of cavalry that
had encamped there the night before and drove them off. The New
Era was supplied with ammunition and left to guard the fort, and
the Moose, Hastings, and Volunteer returned to this place.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain.

Hon. GmKON AA^ei.les,

Secretary Nam/.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, V. S. Navy, commanding Eighth District,
ordered to render assistance in Seventh District.

U. S. S. Moosii,

Cairo, April 16, 186^.

Sie: I have the honor to report that during the present troubles

in this section it was deemed proper by Fleet Captain A. M. Pen-
nock that I should for a short time leave my district proper to meet
sudden emergencies at Columbus and below.

As you are not probably aware of the exact bearings of the dif-

ferent points, it would perhaps be better for me to enter a little more
into detail than would in ordinary cases be necessary in a report of
operations. I will therefore have to go so far back as to embrace the
time I loft Smithland and embody in this report a general statement
of occurrences.

On the 9th of April a general court-martial, then in session on
board of this vessel, having completed the evidence for the prosecu-
tion and the exigencies of the service being such that it was not
advisable for witnesses for the defense being called away from
Mound City, I ran down to that point to complete the trial.

On the night of the 11th Paducah was again threatened, also inter-

mediate points. I therefore got underway and went to Paducah to

assist Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, and at the same time telegraph
for some of the boats from my district to reinforce him and to patrol

the river below. I arrived at Paducah on the morning of the 12th,

and as an attack was momentarily expected remained there till

evening of that date. At the same time two of the vessels of my
district were patrolling the river between that point and Mound
City. During the evening I got underway and proceeded to Mound
City, having left with Captain Shirk the Fairplay. The boats were
then stationed as follows

:

At Paducah, Peosta and Fairplay.
Patrols.—From Paducah to Metropolis, Victory. From Metropo-

lis to Head of Chain, Silver Lake. From Head of Chain to Cale-

donia, Brilliani. From Caledonia to Mound City, boat supplied by
Captain Pennock. At Smithland on the Cumberland, the Spring-

field.

About 3 p. m. information was received that Columbus was to be

attacked. I therefore proceeded on down to Columbus with this
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boat and the Hastings under orders from Captain Pennock. En-

closed is a copy.

After arriving at Columbus and being told by the military com-

mandant of that post that reinforcements were not necessary, that

he could hold the place, I posted the Fairy in a commanding posi-

tion and moved on down the river with this boat and the Hastings.

During the night the Yolwnteer joined me with ammunition for

the New Era at Fort Pillow.

During the night I received information that Fort Pillow had
been captured by the enemy. I therefore thought it proper to hurry
down at once to reinforce the boats there, so that we might be able

to prevent the enemy from planting batteries along the banks and
thereby cut off communication with the boats below.

I arrived at Fort Pillow on the afternoon of the 14th and met there

the New Era, shelling the rebels away from the point just above Cold
[Coal] Creek, where they had displayed considerable bravery in set-

ting fire to one of our empty coal barges.

I also opened fire in the same direction and moved on down and
communicated with the New Era. After learning the true state of

affairs, I directed the Hastings to round to and shell the woods
along up to Plum Point, as the rebels were there in strong force in

these woods and were showing their honesty and bravery by firing

the wood piles along the bank. I ran on down the river and picked
up our empty coal barge which had been fired by the rebels and was
then drifting down the river. I got hold of the barge and got the?

fire out before it had done much damage. I proceeded on up around
Plum Point and got several shots at rebel cavalry.

The Hastings also got several good shots at them behind the wood-
piles just as I was coming up. «

Just at the foot of Island No. 30 we again saw another force of
rebel cavalry and followed through the chute, shelling them as they
went.
There were a number of steamers tied up at Island No. 30, having

been stopped there by the commanding officer of the New Era. The
rebels had formed a plan for the capture of these steamers, and were
then concentrating opposite the island for that purpose.
Learning that the rebels had not crossed the Hatchee River, and

knowing that Pillow was safe, the boats were started down the river.

After we had passed through the chute and came down to them, we
convoyed them below Pillow, then, returning to the fort, landed the
Volunteer and New Era. Took on board the Volunteer the remain-
ing women and children and on board of this boat the remainder of
the wounded, after which we tied up to the towhead opposite, about
12 p. m., where we lay till daylight in the morning.
When going down I found the Wilson tied up at Island No. 16

with a heavy tow waiting for convoy. I took her on down to Island
No. 30, where she remained till all was found clear below. She then
went with us in the fore part of the night down to Pillow, where she
remained till I left in the morning, when I turned her over to the
New Era to see [her] safely down the river.

Soon after daylight I ran over to Pillow and landed, threw out
pickets a sufficient distance to prevent a surprise, and finished bury-
ing the dead, as many bodies were still left untouched on the field.

A great portion of the dead were thrown into the ditch around the
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fort and were left by the enemy, some with their heads, others with
their feet and arms sticking out. Our pickets on the right were
fired on, but not hit ; they returned the fire and were not again dis-
turbed.

After having completed burying the dead the pickets were called
in and I proceeded up the river, as I did not wish to be away from
my command longer than possible and not thinking it necessary that
I should lay at Pillow any longer.
At Ashport I got intimation of a portion of the enemy in the

woods and shelled them back.
I believe the force at Fort Pillow was about 500—200 white and

300 negroes—^nearly all of which were either killed or wounded. It
is reported that all the negroes were killed and most of the officers.

I do not think, from a hasty glance, that the fort was on the most
commanding position, else it might have been defended even by that
number of men. There is also no doubt that the rebels took advan-
tage of a flag of truce to advance on the fort, and while the flag was
up they advanced in a heavy column up a ravine to within a few
yards of the breastworks.

I reached this point and reported to Captain Pennock this evening
and will proceed on up the river to Smithland at once.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
LieuterMnt-Commander, Gomdg. 8th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

P. S.—The enemy got some five or six pieces of artillery from the
fort ; some of them are 10-pound rifles. I believe we may therefore

expect to see them again on the river at some point between here and
Paducah, very likely opposite Cairo or Mound City.

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Cominbander.

Keport of Acting Master Uarshall, T5. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. New Era,

regarding cooperation in defense of Fort Pillow.

U. S. S. New Era,

Oif Fort Pillow, Apnl 15, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 12th instant, at 6 a. m..

we received information from Major Booth, commanding at Fort
Pillow, that the enemy were advancing with a large force on the

fort. We had previously arranged signals with the commander of

the post, so that in case he was attacked he could give us by signal

the position of the enemy. We immediately got ready for action.

At 6 : 30 a. m. the firing had commenced on all sides, we moving up
and down, and firing as signaled from the fort. At 12:15 p. m. the

enemy opened fire on us with two pieces of light artillery, which
were stationed under cover of Wolf's Hill, they firing and then
retiring behind the hill again, but doing no damage to us. Sharp-
shooters were continually firing on us from all directions. At 1:45

p. m. the firing ceased. We came to anchor a short distance from
the fort. Owing to the strong wind and current, our firing was from
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our starboard battery, and our guns had become quite hot and very
foul, and required cleaning. As soon as the firing had ceased the

enemy sent in a flag of truce. At 3 : 15 the flag was withdrawn and
an immediate assault made on the fort, which was soon taken, the

enemy coming up with overwhelming force. The fort colors were
lowered by the enemy and an indiscriminate massacre was com-
menced on our troops, the enemy firing volley after volley on them.
At the same time the guns of the fort were turned on us, and shell

were falling over and around us. We got underway and proceeded
upstream out of range. When out of range, came to, and took on
board women and children that had been driven from the fort ; then
proceeded upstream and came to anchor off Barfield's Point at 12 : 30
a. m. of the 13th. At 7 : 30 a. m. put refugees on board steamer Lady
Pike, and at 8 a. m. started downstream, the steamer Lady Pike
following, we intending that if the enemy were still in possession
of the fort, to send in a flag of truce, asking permission to take care of
our wounded and bury the dead. On arriving at the fort found the
enemy still there in large force. General Chalmers commanding;
General Forrest just outside with the remainder of the forces.

U. S. S. No. 28 and steamer Platte Valley had arrived from Mem-
phis under flag of truce, caring for the wounded and burying the
dead. We signaled and came in, sent an oificer and a few men on
shore to assist. We buried 64 before the flag of truce was with-
drawn. The enemy had buried between 300 and 400. At 5 p. m.
got underway and proceeded downstream to where our coal barge
had grounded (it having drifted onto the bar at Island [No.] 34 ; it

was cut adrift during the engagement), where we came to anchor
for the night; 14th, at 12 a. m., got underway and started up-
stream; came into the bank at Fulton, took on board citizens that
were captured by the enemy and released, proceeded upstream under
flag of truce, stopped at Fort Pillow, found that the main force had
evacuated. We saw about 500 of Forrest's cavalry across Coal
Creek; they had set fire to our empty coal barge while our flag
of truce was still flying. We immediately set all refugees on shore,
took down our white flag, and started in pursuit, they at the same
time were moving up the river bank, burning piles of cord wood.
We opened fire on them and drove them back. While we were firing
the U. S. steamers Nos. 15, 34, and Volunteer came in sight. We
signaled to them. They commenced firing also. We proceeded up
as far as Island [No.] 30, then returned to Fort Pillow, and came
to anchor for the night. This morning got underway and came into
the fort, sent an officer and a few men on shore "to bury the re-
mainder of the dead. In conclusion, I must express my high appre-
ciation of the good conduct of the officers and men on board this
vessel. No persons were injured on board. Enclosed you will find
memorandum of ammunition expended.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jas. Marshaul,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Commander S. Ledtaed Phet.ps,

Commanding 6th Division Mississippi Squadron.
Amount of ammunition exjaended in the engagement of the 12th

instant: 191 rounds of shell, 85 rounds of shrapnel, C rounds of
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canister, 375 rounds of rifle cartridges, 96 rounds of revolver car-
tridges. On the 14th : 34 rounds of shrapnel.

Jas. Marshall,
Acting Master, Commanding U. S. S. No. 7.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fattison, V. S. Navy, regarding the sending of
U. S. S. Silver Cloud to Fort Fillow.

U. S. Naval Station,
Memphis, Tenn., April 13, 1864.

Sir: Last evening about 5 o'clock two gentlemen, who were dis-
patched by Acting Master Marshall, conunanding U. S. S. New Era,
reported to me that Fort Pillow was attacked by the rebels at day-
light that morning and requested that I would send him ammunition,
as he would be out by 12 o'clock this day. In consequence of this in-

formation, I ordered Acting Master Ferguson, commanding U. S. S.
Silver Cloud, to proceed without delay to Fort Pillow and render all

the assistance in his power to defend the place. At 10 p. m. last

evening the I7ce Hamrrdtt, with a barge load of cotton in tow, re-

turned to this place and reported to me that Fort Pillow had sur-

rendered to the rebels and the guns of the fort were turned upon the
shipping. The river is effectually blockaded at that point for the
present, no vessels being able to pass up or down.
Captain pirch, commanding the General Lyon, who has just ar-

rived at this point, informs me that he has little or no cargo and can
easily return and give you information that the river is blockaded;
consequently, I have concluded to dispatch him to you with informa-
tion of the state of affairs, to enable you to judge of the necessity of
sending ironclads to again open the river at that point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. Pattison,
Lientenant-CoTmmander, Com/manding Naxal Station.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Comnoanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of lieutenant-Commander Pattison, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting report of

the commanding officer of r. S. S. Silver Cloud regarding assistance rendered

at Fort Pillow.

U. S. Naval Station,
Memphis, Term,., April 13, 1864.—midnight.

Sir: Acting Master Ferguson, commanding the Silver Cloud, has

just returned to this station from Fort Pillow and handed to me the

enclosed report of his proceedings since leaving this station on the

night of the 12th instant.

I also enclose you an interesting account of the battle at Fort Pil-

low by a gentleman who was on board the Platte Valley. Major-

General Hurlbut informed me to-day that he had only about 4,000

men to defend this city with.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. Pattison,

Lieutenant-Commander, Conmianding Naval Station.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Com,mandin(/ Mississippi Squadron.
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[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Silver Clottd,

OH Memphis, April H, 186i.

Sir : I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order of

the 12th instant I was taken in tow by the steamer Platte Valley and
proceeded with all haste possible up the river to render assistance to

our forces at Fort Pillow. About 20 miles above Memphis I spoke a

steamer coming down and learned that Fort Pillow was captured by
the rebels at 3 p. m. of the 12th.

At 10 : 30 p. m. I had my fire walls repaired and steam up, but still

continued lashed to the Platte Valley, as by that means I could make
more haste.

I arrived at Fultan, 3 miles below Fort Pillow, about 6 a. m. on
the 13th and cast off from the Platte Valley, directing her to follow

me up cautiously. At Fulton I learned that the rebel pickets were
about one-half mile farther on. I soon came upon their outpost and
commenced to shell the woods and hills in suspicious places, con-
tinuing to do so until I arrived opposite Fort Pillow. Although I
could see parties of their cavalry moving about upon the hills, they
did not return my fire. I rounded to a short distance above the fort

and stood down the river close to the bank. All the buildings round
the fort and the fort itself were on fire, and when I arrived abreast
the fort several of our troops^ some of them wounded, came out from
their hiding places. I landed and took them on board and whilst
doing so was fired upon by sharpshooters, but no person was injured.

I then stood out in the river again and commenced to shell the hills.

About this time some cavalry showed themselves on the hills with a
flag of truce. I ceased firing and sent my cutter on shore in answer
to It.

The officer bearing the flag of truce had a proposal from General
Forrest (a copy of which I forward) that he would give us possession
of the fort and the country around it until 5 p. m. (it was then 8
a. m.) for the purpose of burying our dead and removing our
wounded, who were suffering terribly from want of attention, pro-
vided I would acknowledge the parole of the wounded lying on the
battle field.

I agreed to his terms, and immediately made preparations for
bringing down the wounded and burying our dead. The wounded T
placed on board the Platte Valley for transportation to the New
Madrid Hospital. I sent my surgeon in charge of them. Details of
rebel soldiers and several of our soldiers on board the Platte Valley
assisted my crew in bringing down the wounded, etc. In the mean-
time the U. S. S. New Era came down the river and sent a party on
shore. After the Platte Valley had stood up the river with all the
wounded found in the fort and around on the contested ground some
20 more came in from the rebel lines badly wounded. These were
received by Fleet Surgeon Pinkney on board the Red Rover, which
vessel fortunately came down the river at this time.
The dead we buried amounted to about 150. We removed 69

wounded from the battle field, besides 20 I took on board before the
flag of truce was sent in by the enemy.
From all I could learn of the enemy's strength and future move-

ments I should think that Forrest's force is not over 0,000. He has
ten pieces of artillery, including the six captured at Fort Pillow, and
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was supposed to be preparing for a movement upon Memphis. The
pieces of artillery captured at Fort Pillow were captured in good
order, with about 150 rounds of ammunition to each gun.
Having completed the burying of the dead and the removal of the

wounded, I immediately stood down the river to report to you. I left

the New Era about 3 miles below Fort Pillow.
I beg leave to forward to you with this report the agi-eement

entered into by myself with the enemy under their flag of truce and a
list of the wounded paroled.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. Febgdson,
Acting Master^ Commanding U. S. S. Silver Cloud.

Lieutenant-Commander T. Pattison, U. S. Navy,
Conwnandant Naval Station, Slemphis, Tenn.

[Subenclosures.]

Headquakters Forrest's Cavalry,
Fort Pillow, April 13, 1804.

I am authorized to say by Major-General Forrest he desiies to

place the badly wounded of your Army on board of your boats, pro-

vided you will acknowledge their parole. I shall send all (white or

black) who desire to go.

I am, respectfmly, your obedient servant,

Chas. W. Anderson,
Major and Aid-de-Casm,f, O. S. ArTny.

Acting Master Ferguson,
Commanding Gunboat Silver Cloud, U. S. Navy.

U. S. S. Silver Cloud,

Oif Fort Pillow, April IS, 186^.

I accept your flag of truce and will land my vessel accordingly.

Eespectfully,
W. Ferguson,

Acting Master, Commanding U. S. S. Silver Cloud.

Captain C. W. Anderson, C S. Army,
Bearer of Flag of Truce.

On Board U. S. Gunboat Silver Cloud,
Fort Pillow, April 13, 1864.

It is agreed that until 5 o'clock p. m. this evening details from

United States forces or others interested in the burial of the dead

or the recovery of the wounded, shall have free access to the fort

and the grounds around it until 5 o'clock p. m. this evening.

For Confederate States

:

Forrest,
Major-General, Commanding.

Chas. W. Anderson,

Aid-de-Camp and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Acting Master W. Ferguson,
Commanding ZJ. S. S. Silver Cloud.

'
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Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry Department,
Fort Pillow, April 13, 186^..

Eeferring to the copy of communication, herewith attached, I am
authorized to say by General Forrest that he desires to place the

badly wounded of your army on board of one of your boats, provided

you will acknowledge their parole, I shall send all (black or white)

who desire to go.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

Chas. W. Anderson,
Major amd Aid-de-Oamp.

In accordance with the above, we have received on board the U. S.

gunboat Silver Cloud the following-named prisoners, wounded at

Fort Pillow April 12, 1864

:

First Lieutenant John H. Porter, Company B, Thirteenth Tennes-

see Cavalry.
Second Lieutenant H. Lippett, Company B, Sixth U. S. Colored

Troops.
First Lieutenant M. J. Leaming, adjutant, -Thirteenth Tennessee.

Jno. Plemmel, acting quartermaster's clerk [and 54 others].

Off Fort Pillow, April 13, 1861}.—6 p. m.
Editors. Argus:

Gentlemen : The combined forces (numbering between 7,000 and
8,000) of Major-General Forrest, General Chalmers, Colonel McCul-
loch, and Colonel Bell, the two latter commanding brigades, made
an assault upon our fortifications at about 6 a. m. on yesterday. Our
force consisted of about 250 whites and 350 blacks. The tJ. S. S.

New Era, Acting Master James Marshall, commanding, lying off the
fort, shelled the rebels and drove them from a position which they
had gained on the south side of the fort. They again assaulted our
works from the north side. Owing to the dense timber, it was im-
possible to dislodge them, although Captain Marshall kept a con-

tinual shower of shell and shrapnel raining down upon them; but
so small was the force in the garrison and so overwhelming the rebel

force, that at about 3 : 30 p. m. the enemy carried our works and the
gallant few which were left [were] taken prisoners. The guns of
the fort consisted of two 12-pounder howitzers, two lO-pounder rifled,

and two 10-pounder Parrotts, six pieces in all. Major Booth and
two captains of the Sixth United States Artillery (colored) were,
killed early in the engagement, also two lieutenants of same com-
mand badly wounded. Of the Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, Cap-
tains Bradford, Porter, and Leaming, also Lieutenant Barr and some
others, who could not be identified. Major Bradford was taken pris-

oner, and reported by the rebels as having been paroled the liberty

of their camp, and having violated it by escaping during last night,
but I was told that he was taken out by the rebels late last evening
and shot. Captain Young, provost-marshal of post, taken a prisoner
and paroled the liberty of their camp, says that our forces behaved
gallantly throughout the whole action; that our loss in killed will
exceed 200 ; he also stated that General Forrest shot one of his own
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command for refusing quarters to our men. Lieutenant-Commander
Thomas Pattison, commandant of station at Memphis, receiving dis-
patches at 7 p. m. last evening from the commanding officer of New
Era that he was nearly out of ammunition, ordered the mail steamer
Platte VcHleij to take in tow U. S. S. Silver Cloudy Acting Master
W. Ferguson, commanding, and proceed at once to the scene of ac-
tion. The boilers of the Silver Cloud being at the time down,
through the energy of Captain Ferguson, in three hours they were
up, and by 12 [had] steam enough to make 6 knots against the cur-
rent. The tM'o boats kept together until 2 a. m., when Captain Fer-
guson ordered Captain Eiley, commanding Platte Voile'!/, to drop
astern. At 7 a. m. we arrived in sight of Fort Pillow. The commis-
sary and other public buildings, together with some 12 stores, private
property, were in flames. The rebels could be seen moving about
applying torches to the barracks, huts, and stables. Captain Fergu-
son ordered his pilot to move up within range for 5-second shells.

For some thirty minutes or more he continued throwing shell and
shrapnel at detached squads as they moved about. The cannon, which
was mounted on field carriage, the rebels had moved during the night
from the fort to their outposts. A flag of truce appearing. Captain
Ferguson ordered his men to cease firing, and answered it by send-

ing a small boat with an officer and 6 men to the shore. Presently
it returned with a communication from Major-General Forrest, say-

ing that a large number of our wounded were suffering for the want
of proper sfttention, saying that in the event certain stipulations

(which he mentioned) were agreed to, that he would withdraw his

forces to the outer works and give him possession of the fort until

5 p. m., occupying same under flag of truce for the purpose of

burying the dead and removing the wounded. Captain Ferguson,
knowing that the shells from his guns would necessarily explode

among our wounded, causing a still greater loss of life to us, entered

into an agreement with Major Charles W. Anderson, aid-de-camp

to General Forrest, and acting under his authority, the purport of

which was that on our part we would not disturb their men while

gathering the small arms nor allow anything whatever to be removed
from the battle field. On their part they were to allow us to land as

many men as we might deem necessary to bury the dead and ta,ke

the wounded off, they requiring one hour to withdraw their remain-

ing armed forces to the outworks. At about 12 m. we commenced.

Captain Ferguson signaled the Platte Valley to move up and come
alongside, which she did do, and the wounded, some fifty-odd, placed

on board. A list of their names I herewith append. The rebels

rendered us efficient aid, facilitating as much as possible getting the

wounded on board transport. Those wounded who could walk were

generally brought down the bluffs, supported on either side by a

rebel soldier. Too much praise can not be bestowed upon Captain

Riley, as well as all other officers of the Platte Valley, for the man-
ner in which they provided for the wounded, requiring the passen-

gers to give up their staterooms, furnishing at once proper suste-

nance of food, and nourishing drinks to those who were unable to

eat. There were a great many ladies on board who, God bless them,

true to their nature, went at once to work alleviating as far as pos-
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sible their sufferings. After the Platte Valley left, some 12 to 15

wounded were sent in from the Confederate camp. The United
States naval hospital boat Red Rover landed, and Fleet Surgeon
Ninian Pinkney, with his usual promptness, provided comfortable
quarters for them, and with his little army of assistant surgeons soon
had their wounds dressed. The names of those taken charge of by
Surgeon Pinkney I did not get, the accompanying list being the

names only of those sent to Cairo.

Now that the excitement is over, the thought of those charred
bodies, together with the nausea occasioned by the burning human
flesh, and the 200 or more dead bodies mangled, dying as they did,

pleading for quarter, many with faces distorted with pain, eyes

bayoneted, skulls broken, and some with bowels torn from the hu-
man casements, some so besmeared with blood and the flesh of com-
rades as to render them incog, to even their own fathers and mothers,
it has so sickened me that I can write no more. Messrs. editors, I
must add that in storming a fort where such desperate resistance is

offered, that many, very many, must fall ; but at Fort Pillow I have
every evidence that instead of honorable warfare that the Confeder-
ates pursued that of indiscriminate butchery.

I have the honor to be, your humble ser'^'ant,

N. D. Wetmoee, Jr.

Order of'Fleet Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Fitoh, V. S. Navy, to
proceed to Columbus, Ky., for cooperation in defense of that place.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III., April 13, 186i.

Sir: Colonel Lawrence, commanding at Columbus, Ky., has in-
formed the general commanding at this place that the rebel General
Buford has demanded the surrender of Columbus and been refused.
You will proceed in the vessel under your command to Columbus

and cooperate with the army in the defense of that place.
The gunboat Fairy is now there, and I will send the Hastings to

you as soon as possible.

If you find it necessary to go to Hickman, you will do so. We
have no troops there, and I am informed that the rebels go into and
out of the place at will.

The river must be kept open at all hazards.
You are aware of the situation of affairs at this place and above,

and as soon as your force, or a portion of it, can be spared let me
have it.

When your services are no longer needed below here you will re-
turn to this place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. PENNOClt,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,
Commanding Eighth District Mississippi Squadron.
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Keport of Lieutenant-Commander Pitch, TJ. S. Navy, directing attention to

Paducah as the probable point of attack.

TJ. S. S. Moose,
Columbus, April 13, 186^.

Sir: T have made enquiry on shore. The colonel commanding is

now on board. We do not think it necessary that this boat and the

Hastings should remain here, as the colonel feels himself perfectly

able to hold the place in case of an attack. From every indication

I believe yet that Paducah is to be the point of attack, or some inter-

mediate point. I do not therefore think it advisable to call all the

force doAvn from Paducah. I would therefore suggest that you let

Shirk know the state of affairs, and that you keep some gunboats
at Cairo in readiness to proceed immediately to this point in case of

necessity. I will leave the Fairy here, but I think it very necessary

that I should go on down to Hickman, or even to Fort Pillow, with
this boat and the Hastings. In case Pillow has been taken I can
prevent the enemy from planting batteries on the river till sufficient

reinforcements can be sent to reoccupy the place.

Do not send the Fairplay or any of my boats below Cairo unless it

should be necessary for the protection of Columbus, or unless I re-

quire it, and not then unless thej^ can be easily spared.

Tell Shirk to keep a bright lookout for Paducah and the Cumber-
land, for the boats to keep a vigilant patrol. The impression is that

Pillow has gone up, but even if it has it will be our object to keep
the enemy from planting heavy batteries on the banks to close the

river.

I would also suggest that one dispatch boat be here, one at Cairo
for you, and that Shirk keep the Robh for a dispatch boat for him-
self. Glassford must be ready to move; never mind the upper works.

Keep him near you, so that you can send his boat where necessity

requires.

In haste,

Le Koy Fitoii,

Lie^denant-Commander, Comdg. 8th Dist. Mississippi Squadron.

Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock,
Cairo, III.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, V. S. Navy, recapitulating the events

in Seventh District.

IT. S. S. Peosta,

Paducah, Ky., April 19, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report, recapitiilating

the events that have transpired in the Seventh District Mississippi

Squadron since the 28th of March, upon which date I wrote you an

account of the battle of Paducah.
The rebels have troubled us at Paducah a great deal. Colonel

Hicks, the commandant of the post, has no cavalry to scout the coun-

try with, and the consequence is we have no reliable information of

the whereabouts of the enemy. The town is filled with absurd ru-
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mors of vast numbers of rebels, with any quantity of artillery, march-
ing upon the place. We have no warning of their approach until

the pickets are driven in, and then ensue scenes of running and get-

ting away from the town that my pen can not do justice to. It would
be ridiculous, if it was not painful to witness. Every citizen who
comes in from the country tells a tale of the rebels being in large

force only a few miles from here, and then we have another big scare.

These are everyday occurrences.

Small parties of the enemy are constantly prowling around in our
neighborhood, but I do not believe that they intend anything more
than stealing and conscripting.

On Sunday, the 10th instant. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Thomas
E. Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding the Peosta, discovered on board
a trading boat lying at Brooklyn, in Illinois, about 3 miles below Pa-
ducah, five newly-made rebel uniforms. He totally destroyed the
boat and its contents, save the uniforms, but unfortunately did not
succeed in capturing the owner of the property. We may get him
after all; and if we do, I will see that he has justice done him as

soon as possible. I am fully convinced that the secession sympa-
thizers in Illinois have been and are in collusion with their friends
under Forrest-

On Monday, the 11th instant, I was informed that there was to be
a demonstration made by the rebels upon this place and that it was
certain. If this was true, I knew that the attack would be made in

larger force than that of March 25th. I wrote to Captain Penuock
that I would save the fort if possible, but that I thought Colonel
Hicks ought to have more men. The result was that General Bray-
man sent up two old regiments to reinforce the fort, and Lieutenant-
Commander Fitch very generously came on with five gunboats of
the Eighth District, viz, Moase, Brilliant, Fairplay, Victory, and
Silver Lake. We were ready and anxious for the enemy at daylight
of the 12th, but he did not make his appearance. Captain Fitch left
at night for Cairo. Between Mound City and Paducah we have es-

tablished and kept up the following patrol, viz: From Paducah to
Metropolis, the Victory; from Metropolis to Head of Chain, the Sil-
ver Lake; from Head of Chain to Caledonia, the Brilliant; from
Caledonia to Mound City, the Elfin. The Paw Paw, Tawah, Key
West, and Roii have been employed in convoying army transports
up the Tennessee and in patrolling that river. The Peosta and Fair-
play are guarding Paducah.
On the 14th instant the rebels made their appearance; this I re-

ported to you in my letter of that date. I was not aware at that time
of what I afterwards learned to be the case, that while the flag of
truce was at the fort squads of the rebels entered the town and stole
all the Goyernrnent horses and some that belonged to private per-
sons, thus violating the flag which we consider a sacred symbol.
On the night of the 15th instant a party of about 100 rebels fired

from the Kentucky shore upon the gunboat Victory. This was a
mile or so above Metropolis. They did no damage, but were severely
punished by the Victory.

Last night, the 18th, the rebels fired upon our videttes, about 2
miles from the fort. The troops were got under arms and kept so
until daylight, but nothing further came of it.
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This morning I sent the Brilliant, Rohh, and Ke-i/ West up the
Tennessee River.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Seventh District.

Rear-Admiral David D. Pori'er, TJ. S. Navy,
Corrumaroding U. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, 11. S. Navy, regarding threatened at-

tacks upon Faducah and Columbus, Ky.

U. S. S. Peosta,
Paducah, April H, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the rebel Buford drove in our
pickets at this place about noon to-day and sent in a flag of truce,

saying that he would give one hour to remove the women and children.

The gunboats Peosta, Key West, Fairplay, and Victory took their

positions in the river below and above the fort, ready to protect it.

The hour having passed, the enemy did not make the threatened
attack. The gunboats shelled the upper part of Paducah and Jersey,

where they were said to be, and drove them out. The rebels are now
encamped at the fair grounds, outside of the city and out of range
of our guns.

I do not believe that they will venture an attack while we have the

present force at this place.

It does seem to me that it is a great shame that these marauders
should be allowed to roam at will in this little corner of western
Kentucky. They (the same party) made a demand for the surrender

of Columbus yesterday, and drove the women and children out of

that place to Cairo ; to-day they did the same thing at Paducah.
Everything has been so unsettled in my district this past ten days

that I have not had the opportunity or time to make such a report of

my proceedings as I ought to have done.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 7th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk.

[Telegram.!

Cairo, III., April 13, 1861f..

Demonstrations are made on Colnmbus. but may mean Paducah.
Keep your forces ready. Captain ShirJc will stay with you. Let no
boats come down.

M. Brayman,
Brigadier-Geitheral. Commanding.

Colonel S. G. Hicks,
Paducah,
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[Telegram.]

Nashville, April 13, 1864-

Give me all the information you have relative to the attack on
Columbus.

General Beayman.

W. T. Sherman,
Major-General.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, Afril 13, 186J,—8:30 p. m.

The surrender of Columbus was demanded and refused at G this

morning. Women and children brought away. Heavy artillery

firing this forenoon. I have sent reinforcements. Paducah also

threatened. No danger of either, but I think that Fort Pillow, in

the Memphis district, is captured. General Shepley passed yesterday
and saw the flag go down and thinks it a surrender. I have enough
troops now from below and will go down if necessary to that point.

Captain Pennock will send gunboats. If lost, it will be retaken
immediately.

M. Brayman,

Major-General W. T. Sherman,
Nashville.

Brigadier-General.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., April 13, 1864.

Captain Pennock will telegraph you about the shell. Your ammu-
nition went up. I fear it was carried bj'. All safe at Columbus.
Fort Pillow said to have been taken.

M. Brayman,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Colonel S. G. Hicks,
Paducah.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, April 14, I864.

Fort Pillow was taken by storm at 3 p. m. on the 12th, with six
guns. The negroes, about 300, murdered after surrendering with
their officers. Of the 200 white men 57 have just arrived and sent to
Mound City. About 100 are prisoners and the rest killed. The
whole affair was a scene of murder. The gunboats not returned.
Forrest reported wounded and gone to Brownsville with prisoners,
taking all the artillery. Nothing from below Pillow. Scouts bring
rumor that Morgan is approaching Nashville.

M. Brayman,
Brigadier-General.

IMajor-General W. T. Sherman.
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Report of Acting Master Ferguson, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Silver Cloud,
making statement regarding treatment of Federal troops at the capture of
Fort Pillow.

U. S. S. Silver Cloud,
Off Memphis, Tenii., April 14, I864.

Sir : In compliance 'n-ith your request that I would forward to you
a written statement of what I witnessed and learned concerning the
treatment of our troops by the rebels at the capture of Fort Pillow
by their forces under General Forrest, I have the honor to submit the
following report

:

Our garrison at Fort Pillow, consisting of some 350 colored troops
and 200 of the Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, refusing to surrender,
the place was carried by assault about 3 p. m. of 12th instant.

I arrived off the fort at 6 a. m. on the morning of the 13th instant.
Parties of rebel cavalry were picketing on the hills around the fort,
and shelling those away I made a landing and took on board some 20
of our troops (some of them badly wounded), who had concealed
themselves along the bank and came out when they saw my vessel.

While doing so, I was fired upon by rebel sharpshooters posted on
the hills and one wounded man limping down to the vessel was shot.
About 8 a. m. the enemy sent in a flag of truce with a proposal

from General Forrest that he would put me in possession of the fort
and the country around until 5 p. m., for the purpose of burying our
dead and removing our wounded, whom he had no means of attend-
ing to. I agreed to the terms proposed, and hailing the steamer
Platte Valley, which vessel I had convoyed up from Memphis, T
brought her alongside and had the wounded brought down from the
fort and battlefield and placed on board of her. Details of rebel
soldiers assisted us in this duty and some soldiers and citizens on
board the Platte Valley volunteered for the same purpose.

"VVe found about 70 wounded men in the fort and around it, and
buried, I should think, 150 bodies. All the buildings around the fort

and tlie tents and the huts in the fort had been burned by the rebels,

and among the embers the charred remains of numbers of our soldiers,

who had suffered a terrible death in the flames, could be seen.

All the wounded who had strength enough to speak agreed that
after the fort, was taken an indiscriminate slaughter of our troops
was carried on by the enemy with a furious and vindictive savageness
which was never equaled by the most merciless of the Indian tribes.

Around on every side horrible testimony to the truth of this state-

ment could be s«en. Bodies with gaping wounds, some bayoneted
through the eyes, some with skulls beaten tlirough, others with hideous
wounds, as if their bowels had been ripped open with bowie knives,

plainly told that but little quarter was shown to our troops. Strewn
from the fort to the river bank, in the ravines and hollows, behind
logs and under the brush where they had crept for protection from
the assassins Avho pursued them, we found bodies bayoneted, beaten,

and shot to death, showing how cold-blooded and persistent was the

slaughter of our unfortunate troops.

Of course, when a work is carried by assault there will always be
more or less bloodshed, even when all resistance has ceased ; but here

there were unmistakable evidences of a massacre carried on long after
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any resistance could have been offered, with a cold-blooded barbarity

and perseverance which nothing can palliate.

,
As near as I can learn, there were about 500 men in the fort when

it was stormed. I received about 100 men, including the wounded
and those I took on board before the flag of truce was sent in. The
rebels I learned had few prisoners, so that at least 300 of our troops

must have been killed in this affair.

I have the honor to forward a list of the wounded officers and men
received from the enemy under flag of truce.

I am, general, your obedient servant,

W. Ferguson,

Actinff Master, U. S. Navy, Corwmanding TJ. S. S. Silver Cloud.

Major-General IIuri>but.

Letter from Major-General Hurlbut, TT. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Commander Pat-

tison, TJ. S. Navy, desiring a gunboat reconnoissance to learn the facts regard-

ing Fort Pillow.

HeADQTJARTERS SlXl'EIENTH ArMY CoRPS,
Memphis, Tenn., April H, 186Jy.

Dear Sir: It is important that the actual state of affairs at Fort
Pillow should be ascertained. The best means of doing this is by
reconnoissance made by the gunboats.

I am of the opinion that the enemy will not remain long, and will

be much obliged if you will direct such movements on the part of
the gunboats as will ascertain the fact of occupation or abandonment.

Very truly, your obedient servant,

S. A. Hurlbut,
Major-General.

Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Station, Memphis, Tenn.

Report of Brigadier-General Brayman, V. S. Army, forwarding statement of
Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, regarding movements of Confederate
forces in West Tennessee and Kentucky.

Headquarters District of Cairo,
Cairo, III, April 20, ISGJf.

Sir: Captain Shirk, of the gunboat Peosta, a cool and intelligent
officer, whose judgment is \iiluable, and whose trips up the Tennessee
give him means of obtaining information, writes me as follows:

U. S. S. Peosta,
Paducah, Ky., April J9, 1864.

General: I have just been informed of a solution of the movements of the
rebels in West Tennessee and Kentucky, which, if true, ought to be known to
Major-General Sherman.

It is this: That Forrest is to hold this portion of these two States bet-ween
Memphis and Paducah, while General Polk moves north and has secured a
place upon the Tennessee River to cross, when he is to be joined by Forrest,
and the combined force is then to cross and cut off the supplies of the armv
near Chattanooga. I am told it is a fact that General Polk is moving north
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Colonel Hicks tells me that lie has information that there is an infantry force
of rebels now at Paris, Tenn. These two reports would seem to corroborate
each other.

I am, very respectfully, etc.,

Jambs AV. Shibk,
Lieut. Comdr., TJ. 8. Navy, Comdg. 7th District Mississippi Sqwadron.

Very respectfully,

M. Beayman,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Major-General W. T. Sherman,
Commanding Military Division of the Mississippi.

P- S.—I am securing affidavits in relation to the Fort Pillow
affair, and find the facts as stated in press substantiated.

Report of Uajor Anderson, C. S. Army, regarding disposition of killed and
wounded under flag of truce at Fort Pillow.

Headqu.^rtees Forrest's Cavalry,
Jackson, Tenn., April 17, 186^.

Major : Having been ordered by the major-general commanding on
the morning succeeding the battle of Fort Pillow (13th instant) to

return to the fort and make some disposition of the wounded Feder-
als, and to see that the dead were buried, etc., I took with me 3 men
of the escort, and when within 2 miles of the fort I met with General
Chalmers and asked his permission to take with me Captain Young,
a captured Federal officer, whose presence I thought would assist

me in obtaining the delivery of a message to the officers command-
ing the gunboats, who were then engaged in shelling the hills around
the fort.

On nearing the river I raised the white flag and proceeded imme-
diately to the bank of the river. The firing ceased and the officer

on deck asked Avhat was wanted. He was requested to send his small
boat ashore, which he did. Ascertaining the name of the officer in

command, as well as the name of the vessel, I sent him the communica-
tion marked " A," * hereto appended, and in a short time received the
reply marked " B." * After its delivery to me the vessel hauled down
the United States colors, ran up a white flag, and landed. Details

were immediately sent out to bring in the wounded, a list of them
being taken as they were passed aboard the vessel, a copy of which,
with the acknowledgment of the agreement and receipt of the com-
manding officer of the gunboat, is appended, marked " C."
About 10 a. m. several transports and gunboats, both upward and

downward bound, approached, and leave was asked to land one of
the transports for the purpose of placing the wounded on her, which
would save the necessity of their being again transferred. A mes-
sage from another was also received, asking permission to land, as

she had on board the families of some of the officers and men of the
fort and desired to know their fate. Believing it proper and right

in both cases that the request should be granted, I drew up an article,

«See pp. 223, 224.
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which was signed by Acting Master Ferguson and myself, in which
it was stipulated that the flag of truce should remain in full force

and effect until 5 p. m. ; that all Confederate troops should be with-
drawn to the outerworks in order to give those interested in the

burial of the dead and removal of the wounded an opportunity of
doing so without a chance of molestation. This agreement was sub-

mitted to and approved of by General Chalmers, after which the

vessels were permitted to land, and all who desired to do so visited

the fort, and extra details were sent out for the wounded. A detail

sent down by Brigadier-General Chalmers to bury the remaining
dead were near the fort when I reached there. The officer reported
that he was unable to perform the duty, owing to the constant fire of
the gunboat, which prevented them from approaching the river. The
work was completed by 4 o'clock, when I withdrew my flag to the top
of the bluff and proceeded to burn all unconsumed houses and tents

around the fort. The Silver Clmtd rounded out, and, when three-

quarters of a mile below the fort, lowered the white flag, ran up
United States colors, and was soon out of sight.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Chas. W. Anderson,
Aid-de-Garrtf.

Major J. P. Strange,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[EncloRui-e.]

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalrt,
Fort Pillow, April 13, 186^.

Eeferring to the copy of communication attached, the following-
named officers and privates * are acknowledged to have been received
under the proposition made, and their parole is hereby acknowl-
edged. .

I hereby acknowledge to have received from Major-General For-
rest 2 first and 1 second lieutenants, 43 white privates, and 14 ne-
groes.

W. P^erouson,
Acting Master, Commanding U. S. S. Silver Cloud.

letter from Major-General Forrest, C. S. Army, to Major-General lee, C. S. Army,
desiring his cooperation in securing facts to refute the statements of the
Northern press regarding the so-called massacre at Fort Pillow.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry,
Tupelo, Miss., May 16, I864.

General: So much has been said by the Northern press in regard
to the engagement at Fort Pillow that, at the suggestion of Colonel
Brent and others, I have sent Judge Scruggs down for the purpose
of conversing with and procuring the statements of Captain Young
and other Federal officers in regard to the matter. They are sur-
vivors of the so-called massacre, and Captain Young, who received

* List not published.
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and delivered the correspondence relative to the demand for sur-
render, was also with my aid-de-camp, Captain Anderson, with flags
of truce on the day succeeding the capture in delivering the wounded
on board the U. S. vessels. I respectfully suggest, therefore, that
you furnish Judge Scruggs with such papers as will enable him to
make the examination desired, as it may prove important; and
inasmuch as the investigating committee appointed by the Federal
President have reported, a communication to Confederate authority
may be made on the subject, and it is due to my command to place
at the command of the War Department all the facts in the prem-
ises.

I am, general, very respectfully, etc., you obedient servant,

N. B. Forrest,
Major- General.

Major-General S. D. Lee,
Demopolis. Ala.

letter from Captain Young, TJ. S. Army, to Major-General Forrest, C. S. Army,
regarding treatment of Federal killed and wounded.

Cahaba, Ala., May 19, 186/f.

General: Your request, made through Judge P. T. Scruggs, that

T should make a statement as to the treatment of Federal dead and
wounded at Fort Pillow has been made known to me. Details from
Federal prisoners were made to collect the dead and wounded. The
dead were buried by their surviving comrades. I saw no ill-treat-

ment of the wounded on the evening of the battle or next morning.
My friend, Lieutenant Learning, adjutant Thirteenth Tennessee
Cavalry, was left under the sutler's store (near the fort) ; also a
lieutenant of Sixth U. S. Artillery; both were alive next morning
and sent on board U. S. transport among many other wounded.
Among the wounded were some colored troops. I do not know how
many.
r have examined a report said to have been made by Captain

Anderson, aid-de-camp, to Major-General Forrest, appendix to Gen-
eral Forrest's report, in regard to making disposition of Federal

wounded left on the field at Fort Pillow, and think it is correct. I

accompanied Captain Anderson on the day succeeding the battle to

Fort Pillow for the purpose above mentioned.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John T. Young,
Captain, Twenty-fourth Missouri Volunteers.

Major-General Forrest, C. S. Army.

Letter from Major-General Rosecrans, U. 8. Army, to Rear-Admiral
Porter, U. S. Navy, suggesting that a good detective officer ie

stationed ai Memphis to aid in restriction of contraband trade.

Headquarters Department or the Missouri,

St. Louis, Mo., April IS, 1861^.

Sir : Personal experience in this department has fully satisfied me
of the verv ereat importance of having an able and thoroughly reli-
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able detective officer at Memphis. With such an officer there, having
a clear and full understanding with the provost-marshal-general of

this department, I am persuaded that the contraband trade and travel

on the river between here and Memphis could be broken up and a

great public good accomplished. Permit me, therefore, to suggest the
propriety of authorizing Lieutenant J. B. Devoe, who is now here, to

take up his quarters for a while at Memphis and take charge there of
the duties indicated.

I am, sir, very respectfully, W. S. Eosecrans,
Major-General.

Admiral D. D. Porter.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis., Mo., April 13, 1864.

Many circumstances convince me it would be of high importance to

put Devoe at Memphis to operate in concertwith our provost-marshal-
general here.

We have the coal gang in hand, but there is higher game.

W. S. Eosecrans,
Major-General.

Commodore D. D. Porter,
Care Captain Pennock.

Report of Commodore Hull, U. S. Navy, regarding the completion of
the V. S. S. Winnebago.

St. LoTJis, Mo., April 15, 186^.

Sir: The gunboat Winnehago, having been tried and examined and
found to be finished in a thorough and satisfactory manner, will leave
here to-morrow, with Chief Engineer King on board, for delivery at
Cairo, for service in the Mississippi Squadron.
At the request of Mr. King I have ordered Acting First Assistant

Engineer Simon Shultice to go down in the Winnebago on account of
his intimate knowledge of the machinery of the patent turret.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. Hull,
Commodore, Superintending.

Commanding Officer U. S. Squadron,
Cairo, III.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, making refer-
ence to capture of Fort Pillow, Tenn., and expedition in Ouachita
River.

U. S. S. Lafayette,
Mouth of Red River, April 16, 186^.

Sir : The enclosed communication of Captain Pattison,* addressed
to you, was handed me by Captain Birch, of the General Lyon.

* See page 221.
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From the verbal reports of affairs at Fort Pillow I felt justified in
reading the dispatch, and hope it will meet your approval.

I shall immediately proceed to Memphis with the Choctaw, La-
fayette, and Avenger, leaving Captain Wilson in command here with
the Ouachita, General Bragg, Kenwood, and Little Rebel. The
Signal can be called on if necessary, being now at Bayou Sara.

I shall not make a detailed report of the expedition up the Ouachita
[Kiver] until I have more time. We brought with us between
twenty-five hundred and three thousand bales cotton and nearly eight
hundred contrabands; burned the court-house, railroad depot, and
bridge at Monroe, and proceeded up the river as far as Ouachita City.
We met with no losses of any kmd, and, from the short time we
remained, accomplished fully as much as we anticipated at starting.
We have also a few prisoners and a considerable number of refu-

gees, of all of which I will give a correct account.
The General Lyon is now here, and I will order her to remain until

I find that it is safe for her to proceed to Cairo.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. p. Foster,
Lieut. Comdr., U. S. N., Gomdg. 2d Dist. Mississippi Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Gommander Pattison, XJ . S. Navy, referring to

.

the small force present at Memphis for protection of that place.

U. S. Naval Station,
Memphis, Tenn., April 16, 1S64..

Sir : Since my last report the U. S. gunboat Silver Cloud arrived
here for slight repairs upon her furnaces, which were completed in

the course of two days. The Ike Haw/mitt, with a barge load of
cotton from Ked River, also with a barge from the General Lyon,
loaded with cotton and several pieces of ordnance, was sent up the

river, convoyed by the Silver Cloud above Fort Pillow, and turned
over to gunboats above that point for convoy to Cairo.

General Hurlbut informs me that he has only about 4,000 men
for the protection of this place, and the enemy have, as near as can
be ascertained, between ten and fifteen thousand men within striking

distance of the city. One portion of this force is south and another

north and east of Memphis.
George Woods, the pilot of the Queen of the West, whom I wrote

to you about, has just been arrested, and is held by the provost-

marshal, subject to your orders.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. Pattison,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Naval Station.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Order of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Gom-
mander Greer, U. S. Naoy, commianding JJ. S. S. Benton, re-

garding ordering of vessels to proceed to Fort Pillow, Tenn., and
to Red River.

U. S. Ironclad Essex,
Red River, April 17, 186^.

Captain: I have just received orders from the admiral to proceed

without delay to Fort Pillow (captured by the rebels), taking with
me the Benton, Choctaw, Lafayette, and Avenger. He directs me to

press into service any steamers to assist. I learn that tlie Lafayette
and Choctaw have already pushed on. As you are slow, like us, press

a steamer to tow you up as I shall do as soon as I reach the mouth
of the river.

Send down all the tinclads you can spare from your district, with
orders to report to Captain Breese at the mouth of Black Eiver with-
out delay. The admiral wants them for service with him up Red
River, protecting the army.
Send the Torrence also with all speed to report at mouth of Red

River. Captain Richardson, who will deliver this, will give you
the news. If I happen to get a powerful steamer to tow us, I may
chance to overhaul you before you get up to Fort Pillow.

Yours, in great haste,

Robert Toavnsend,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. Ironclad Benton.

P. S.—As you may not feel well enough to write, I have given
Captain Richardson orders for tlie Torrence.

R. T.

Instructions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Cominander
Townsend, U. S. Nary, for iyrotectio)i of Fort Pillow and patrol
of the Mississippi River.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth of Red River, April 17, \_186^'].

My Dear Sir: On leaving Alexandria yesterday the admiral talked
very freely with me about matters below here and told me to write
you what lie said if I did not see you. He wishes you to go to Fort
Pillow and to remain in that neighborhood at your discretion, and
also wished me to say to you that he contemplated repairing 'your
vessel at Memphis and that he should write you, giving full directions
as soon as he could find time. The admiral wishes me to impress upon
you the necessity of looking out for the strong places on the river
and that if you did not deem the presence of the Choctaw, Lafayette'.
and Benton essential to send them to their stations.

'

From reports above I judge there is no great necessity of those
vessels, and that you can, with the tinclads, keep the river free from
obstruction. I would therefore urge the return of the Benton as
soon as possible to A^atchoz and the Lafayette to Bayou Sara- the
Choctaw also to return to this place as sooii as you can dispense with
her services.
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The Signal, just up from below, reports a disposition on the part
of the rebels to molest transports on the Mississippi bound for Alex-
andria; they have three pieces of artillery. I have ordered the

Ouachita to patrol in this neighborhood, which order was confirmed
by one just received from the admiral to that effect. My orders are

to remain at Black River in Red and that the Avenger and Vindi-
cator are to report to me at that place. As so many of the tinclads

are withdrawn from the Mississippi, your good judgment will see

the necessity of keeping the prominent places sa:^e by the presence

of an ironclad, and which, with the assistance of a vessel or two to

patrol the intermediate spaces, will keep open all communications.
It would be disastrous to Banks' already demoralized army to have
them even think that their supplies were cut off. Another point I

Avould mention also. It is generally believed that Banks seeks but
an excuse to Avithdraw his army and leave the gunboats deposited

along the river from Grand Ecore to Alexandria to their fate. The
admiral is using all his exertions to get them to the falls at least, and
as many this side of it as possible, and Banks is somewhat afraid

that the admiral may abandon him. All this I write you that you
may see things as the admiral told me very nearly, and your own
good judgment will do the rest. As Captain Phelps can not look
out for his district, I think you should have no hesitation in dispos-

ing of his vessels as you deem best. The Covington has been or-

dered to report to the admiral, the Price to me; the latter to patrol

between here and Natchez, and on her arrival the Cham-pion will go
up Red [River] . The carpenters' shops have been ordered to Natchez,

and there should be responsible officers there to conduct matters. I
have written to Greer to await your arrival and consult with you
about the matter, and in the case of your being ahead to use his dis-

cretion about returning to Natchez. Will you say to Mr. Stewart,

on the Lancaster, that I am instructed by the admiral to convoy
vessels up Black River after cotton and that I will (as soon as I get

the gunboats) send him up when he arrives. Tlie above you will

understand are the views as expressed by the admiral.

Most truly, yours,

K. R. Bkeese,
Lieutenant-Comonander.

Commander Townsend,
Commanding Essex, etc.

Instr^ictions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-

Commnander Wilson. V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Ouachita,

for cooperation with Cormnander Townsend, TJ. S. Navy, at Fori
Pillow or elsewhere as necessary.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Near Fort De Russy, Red [River] , La., April 18, 186Ji..

Sir; Proceed without delay to Memphis, communicate with Lieu-

tenant-Commander Pattison relative to the troubles at Fort Pillow,

and be guided in your actions afterward by such information as he
may give you.
When you fall in with the Essex, say to Captain Townsend that

the admiral's instructions are for him to proceed to Fort Pillow
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with the Choctaw, Lafayette, and Benton, also the Ouachita; that in

the event of all fears ceasing as to the blockade of the Mississippi

River, that the Benton is to return to Natchez and the Choctaw and
Lafayette to their stations.

That the admiral has in contemplation the repair of the Essex
at Memphis, and in the meantime that she may remain at or near that

place, as Captain Townsend may deem most expedient.

That Captain Townsend may keep any or all of the above-named
vessels, should he deem it necessary, with him, but that the admiral
would impress upon him the importance of having points on the

lower Mississippi well guarded and the ironclads available.

Also that the admiral instructed me to issue instructions as above
and to sign them as by his order.

You will also say that the admiral has directed that the Avenger
and Yindicator be ordered to report to me without delay.

Respectfully , etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Beeese,
Lieutenant-Cormnander, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson,
Commanding Ouachita.

Letter from Fleet Captain Penrwch, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding the convoy of steamer Ike
Hammitt hy the V. S. S. New Era.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III, April 18, 186^.

Sir: The New Era arrived here yesterday afternoon. Her com-
manding officer informs me that he received a verbal order from
you by the commanding officer of the Silver Cloud to convoy the Ike
Hammitt to the next gunboat above Fort Pillow. In consequence
of there not being a gunboat above Fort Pillow, except the one sta-

tioned at Columbus, the New Era continued on until she reached this
place.

Unfortunately the Ike Hammitt ran into her, disabling part of her
battery, and she was obliged to come to this place for repairs. I
regret that the New Era was ordered from the station designated by
the admiral, as thereby my combinations have been disarranged.

Very respectfully,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Com/mandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander Thomas Patttson, U. S. Navy,
Commandant Naval Station, Memphis, Tenn.

Order of Lieuteruint-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-
Commander Wilson, V. S. Navy, commanding TJ . S. S. Ouachita,
defining the district of the latter.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, April 19, 1864.

Sir : You will take charge of the district lying between this place
and Baton Rouge, going to such places as may, in your opinion, be
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keeping i

EespectfuUy, etc.,

most useful in keeping the river free from roving bands of guer
nllas, etc

K. R. Beeese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson,
ComfTMnding Ouachita.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign King,
U. S. Navy, for the command of U. S. S. Little Rebel.

April 19, 1864.

Sir: You are hereby detached from the U. S. S. Red Rover, and
you will report to the commanding officer of the U. S. S. Little Rebel
for duty and command of that A'^essel.

By order of David D. Porter, rear-admiral

:

K. R. Beeese,
Lieutenant-Com/mander, V. S. Navy.

Acting Ensign Chaeles King,
U. S. S. Red Rover.

[Telegram.]

Haynes' Bluff, April 19, 186i..

(Received 10 a. m., 23d, via Vicksburg.)

You will remain at Snyder's Bluff until further orders and render
any assistance in your power to P. B. Fouke in the prosecution of
the duties upon which he is engaged.
You will be particular not to let this order conflict with any you

may have received from the admiral.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. p. Foster,
Lieut. Gomdr., V. S. N., Comdg.. S Dist. Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Ensign J. W. Chambees,
U. S. S. Prairie Bird.

General report of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, after

arrival at the mouth of Red River.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
At Mrs. Aclclin's, Mississippi River, April 19, 186J^.

Dear Sir: I arrived to-day safely, thanks to a splendid pilot I

picked up at Alexandria. His name is Hughes, in the quartermaster's

employ, and is a first-rate man. I found the Ouachita aground at

Fort De Eussy
;
pulled her off and brought her down with me. I an-

ticipated your instructions brought me by the Thistle Avith regard to

the Ouachita, and she is now cruising as directed. All the ironclads
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have gone up the river. This goes by the Signal. The Kenwood and
Forest Rose follow immediately after. I should like the Forest Rose
sent to me at Black Eiver, if you don't want her. The next tinclad

I get will go to Fort De Russy. The New National I found just above
Black River. I brought her down. She is full of stores, and all the

A'essels that go up will take all they can; all are full here. Red Rover
and Judge Torrence are here. I send by Kenwood all the 32-pounder
ammunition I can raise. There is plenty on the Great Western, but
I don't want to send vou ammunition until I hear something more
definite. The Mississippi is rising rapidly; the backwater extends
above Black River, and at Fort De Russy the water is about the same
as when we were there first—7 feet on Snaggy Point Bar we carried
over and 7^ by boat sounding it out. Fort Pillow was only held by
Forrest for fourteen hours. Pattison thinks they are going to come
in on the Mississippi River below Memphis. All quiet along the
whole river now. The Signal had a skirmish at Bayou Sara, which
the captain will report. I have no key to the letter bag, so can't
relieve you of anything there, but hear of a considerable amount that
the Red, Rover brought down. I have instructed the captain of
Signal to retain the bags, to be forwarded to you only by gunboat,
and to report his arrival to you the best way he can from Alexandria.
The box of glass from Brown has arrived. I've not yet had time to
examine it. Pinkney sends you a box of truck, which, being precious,
goes with the mail bags. The Kenwood talces up medicines for the
fleet above, and I shall try to send you some ice. Captain Flyc goes
up in her, just ordered out to report to you. Captain Wright goes up
in the Signal; he makes a very fair story. Selfridge's official report
of the fight with Green got to me somehow just as I was leaving.
Shall I forward it -to the Secretary ? I have had it copied. Nothing
whatever has been done to the Cincinnati since the Red Rover went
on the ways. I shall write to Townsend what you told me about his
vessel, the Choctaw, Lafayette, and Benton. Bayou Sara is a bad
place ; ought to have Foster's tender care. Natchez is now without a
gunboat, and I understand the Wilson is ordered to leave the car-
penter shops there. I shall impress upon Captain Townsend the
necessity, as you told, of looking out for the strong places, and if the
Benton is not needed—and she certainly is not—that she ought to
return there at once ; also the Lafayette and Choctaw to their stations.
I shall tell him about his repairs, etc., at Memphis; that is, that you
have them in contemplation, and that therefore he is to remain. The
Signal, if you do not require her, would, I think, be most advanta-
geously employed at Bayou Sara, as the captain is up to all the dodges
employed about there, and in the way of getting a deal of useful in-
formation. He says that the rebs have somewhere in this neighbor-
hood two brass pieces and a rifled piece, just taken from our 'forces
out of Port Hudson. The story is that they were coming into Tunica.
Wilson has the run of them and Avill keep a good lookout. The
Vindicator had not arriA'ed at Cairo.

Yours, respectfully,
_

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter^ V. S. Navy, to Acting Volmiteer
Lieutenant Wright, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Avenger.

April 20, [1864].

Sir : At the receipt of this, you will report to me with the vessel
under your command at the mouth of Black River.
By order of Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, Commanding Mississippi

Squadron

:

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Chas. A. Wright,
Commanding U. S. S. A uenger.

Order of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Greer, U. S. Navy, to return to Natchez and resume the
duties of his district.

U. S. Ironclad Steamer Essex,
Natchez, April 20, 186J,.—3:30 a. m.

Captain: Captain Ramsay, with the Choctaw, has just arrived.

The information he brings convinces me that the necessity that existed

for our presence up the river has passed away. You will therefore
return to Natchez and assume again the duties of your district. This
is conformable to orders the admiral sent me just before he received

the news of the capture of Fort Pillow, orders which I now regard
as revived. Tlie admiral also instructs me to inform the division

commanders "that all the ordinary dispatches, etc., for me are to be
sent to Captain Breese, who has been directed to attend to them in

my absence."

I shall return to Donaldsonville in the morning. The Lancaster
No. Jf. was thirty-three hours assisting us up from the mouth of Red
River.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Robert Townsend,
Commander, V. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, U. S. Navy,
Com,nuinding U. S. Ironclad Be?don.

Order of Rear-Admdral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain Pen-
nock, V. S. Navy, regarding U. S. S. Vindicator.

April 20, [1864].

Sir : Admiral Porter directs that the Vindicator shall report to me
as soon as she is completed.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Corrmianding.

Captain Pennock,
Corrmianding Naval Station, Cairo, III,
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain Pen-

nock, U. S. Navy, regarding Red River cotton.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk|,
Mouth of Red River, April W, {1861^\

Sir: The admiral directs that you retain 1,000 bales of the cotton

sent up to meet the claims of loyal persons claiming to be owners

thereof.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Gommander. Commanding.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Fleet and Commandant Station.

" Ked River cotton."

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. 8. Navy, requesting

increased force for protection of Paducah and the Tennessee
River.

U. S. S. Peosta,
Paducah, Ky., April W, 1864.

Sir: As it seems much more than likely that the coming spring
and summer are to be very lively in this district of the squadron
under .your command, I respectfully request that a few more vessels

may be assigned to me. The Tawah and Paw Paw are miserable
boats at their best, and doubly so now, as they both sadly need
repairs.

Fleet Paymaster Dunn will soon call for the Rohi, and just at a
time her services as a dispatch boat are invaluable in this district.

I do not see how I am to guard Paducah and the Tennessee River,
as they ought to be taken care of with the boats now belonging to
the seventh district. I will, however, do my best.

Hoping that you may find it not incompatible with the interest
of the squadron to grant my request,

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant-ComTruxnder, Commanding Seventh District.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Richardson, V. S. Navy,
commanding U. S. S. General Price, regarding special duty per-
formed in delivery of dispatches.

U. S. S. Gener^vl Price,
Mouth White River, Ark., April 20, 186^.

Admiral: In obedience to your orders of the 16th instant, I have
respectfully to inform you that I communicated with Commander
Townsend and took his dispatches in regard to the light-draft ves-
sels to the mouth of Red River and from thence proceeded to Vicks-
burg with dispatches.
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Upon my arrival at that place General McArthur detailed a staff

officer as bearer of dispatches to General Sherman, whom I brought
as far as the mouth of White River, transferring him to a passenger
boat bound for Cairo.

On my arrival at White River, in the absence of Lieutenant-Com-
mander Prichett, I ordered the Covington to proceed to you with-
out delay, giving her one of my pilots to facilitate her dispatch.

I will remain at this station in the absence of a gunboat until
Lieutenant-Commander Prichett's return, when I will regain my
station at the mouth of Red River and await your orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. Richardson,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Bfississippi Squadt'On, Red River.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch., U. S. Navy., regarding
expedition to Hickman, Ky., and Island No. 8.

U. S. S. Moose,
Cairo, April W, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to report that a^eeable to your instructions

I visited Hickman, Ky., yesterday evening to see the true state of

affairs. When we made our appearance there were some 30 or 40
rebels in town, but they got out before we were able to get out on the
roads to cut them off. I fired one shell after them as they went over
the hills.

I sent the Reindeer ahead of me below town, where she landed and
picketed the woods. I landed above with men from this vessel and
the marines, and at once picketed the roads leading out of town in

this direction, after which I searched the place, but am sorry to say I
found nothing of importance.

I learned, though, that the rebels have been in the habit o:Pv\siting

Hickman in squads of from 30 to 40 every day, but I do not think
they belong to any regularly organized force, but are a set of miser-

able horse thieves and robbers.

In the evening I was told that there were three notorious charac-

ters on No. 8 Island. I ran down during the night to find them, but
they had left and gone over onto the Missouri Shore. I followed them
down some 3 or 4 miles, but they had made their escape. From what
I can learn they are raising a guerrilla company.

I got back to Hickman during the night. There were again some
20 guerrillas in town, but they left before we got landed. I brought
away with me such Union people as wished to leave, and gave the

citizens to understand that if there was even a musket fired at any
transport or other boat the town would at once be destroyed.

From what I can learn, Forrest and the other rebel generals are

making toward Jackson, Tenn., with a view of getting out of this

part of the country. Of course, the Army knows more of the truth

of this than we do.

Although our landing did not effect anything of much importance,

yet I think it will have the effect to keep the greater portion of these
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outlaws from the river, where they know it is our disposition to

hunt them out.

In conclusion I would say that there are very few loyal citizens in

Hickman ; the place is decidedly rebel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 8th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock,
Commandant of Naval Station, Cairo, III.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, V. S. Navy, of arrival at

Natchez on withdrawal of orders to proceed to Fort Pillow, Tenn.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, April %!, 186J+.

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of this vessel at this

place last night. I was 75 miles above Natchez on my way to Fort
Pillow when I received the order to return to my station.

I pressed into service and employed for 14 hours the steamboat
Big Grey Eagle'. I have sent the Forest Rohe from this district to

report to Captain Breese.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and Jpth Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Attach upon United States steamers Petrel and Prairie Bird at Yazoo
City, Miss., April 21 and capture of V. S. S. Petrel April 22,

186X

Reports of Acting Master McElroy, TJ. S. Navy, commanding^ U. S. S. Petrel.

U. S. S. Gunboat Petrel,
Alove Yazoo City, April 21, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to report the part taken by this vessel in to-

day's action in compliance with a dispatch from Brigadier-General
McArthur (please find copy enclosed) :

I moved up the river in company with land forces. At 1 p. m.,
at the request of Colonel Scofield, I left the troops at Liverpool
Bluffs, 20 miles below Yazoo City, with this vessel, followed by the
Prairie Bird and transport Freestone, as dispatch boats, to go up
and draw the fire of the enemy and divide their forces, if there.
2 : 40 p. m., stopped at a plantation to make enquiries in regard to
numbers of the enemy. 2:50, moved up to within 1,200 yards of the
city and came alongside of bank, so as to communicate verbally with
commanding officer of Prairie Bird, giving him orders not to come
above the wreck of the Baron de Kalb. Not seeing any enemv in
sight (3:30 p. m.), moved up very slow. Seeing a crowd of women
and children on the levee, from what information I received below
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I thought the place evacuated. At i p. m., when opposite the city,

where the river makes a sharp turn, the enemy opened on me with
four guns from the bluffs. I opened on them with my starboard bat-

tery; at the same time made signal to Prairie Bird to commence
action, which she did. Finding myself under a heavy fire, and the
pilot, Mr. John Armstrong, said that the vessel could not be backed
down safely under such a fire, I ordered him to go ahead and pass
the city and take their fire; when out of range, to turn around and
come down again. While running stern to them they fired 15 shots

at me, but did not strike the vessel. After turning around, I saw
that the Prairie Bird had dropped below out of range. Not deeming
it prudent to run by until I found out what was the matter with her,

I sent a dispatch to Colonel Scofield, telling him that from what
information I received there were not 1,000 men (on this side of the

Big Black Eiver) of the enemy. This dispatch I sent by transport
Freestone. At 5 p. m. I found, by verbal report, that the Prairie

Bird was partially disabled, but that the commanding officer would
do his best to assist me when I ran by the batteries if the troops

did not come to my assistance. I have a code of signals by whistles

established with Prairie Bird; all hands at quarter. The enemy,
by their actions, think it was intentional on my part to run by their

batteries to cover the landing of troops above the city. I am ex-

pecting the transport will return every moment with an answer to

my dispatch to Colonel Scofield.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, ^'our obedient servant,

Thomas McEleoy,
Acting Master, Comdg. Petrel and Naval Forces, Yazoo River.

Acting Rear-Admiral Lee [Porter],

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

[Endorsement.]

Received November 2, 4 p. m.

[Enclosure.!

Headquarters District of Vicksburg, Miss.,

April 18, 1864.

Captain : An expedition under command of Colonel Scofield starts

from Haynes' Bluff for Yazoo City to-morrow (Tuesday), march-
ing by land. You will please move up and cooperate with them,

calculating to reach Yazoo City on Thursday night ; afterwards pa-

trolling the river sufficiently to keep open communication between

that point and this place. You can communicate with General Sco-

field before starting as to his probable camping places on the way up.

Your most obedient servant,

J. McArthur,
Brigadier-General.

Captain McElroy,
Commanding Gunboats, etc., at Haynes'' Bluff.

P. S.—Steamboats properly cleared approved by me will be al-

lowed to proceed up the river under your protection.

J. McArthur,
Brigadier-General.



248 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

WooDBEiDGE, N. J., Octoler 24, 1864.

Sir : It is my painful duty to report to you the loss of the gunboat
Petrel, under my command, at Yazoo City, April 22, 1864. The
troops not coming up that morning, I began to feel anxious for my
command. I kept up communication with the Prairie Bird by land
all the forenoon. At 11 a. m. made out the enemy falling back on the

city and passing out of sight, and I could not tell where they had
gone, not hearing or seeing anything of our land forces. I called

most of the officers together to obtain their opinions in regard to the

intentions of the enemy. I told them that we would keep moving up
and down, so as to mislead the enemy. At 1 p. m. moved up 2| miles

and sent one watch on shore to get rails to protect the boilers and
run so as not to make any smoke, the other watch remaining at the

guns. I ordered the executive officer. Acting Ensign M. E. Flanigan,

to keep the pilot in the pilot house and engineers on duty at the

engine ; also that he was to attend to getting the rails on board, so

that the officers of the deck cpuld look out, with the quartermaster

and the sentries, for the enemy on the opposite side of the river. At
2 : 20 p. m. left the deck and went to dinner, with orders to executive
officer to get underway as soon as the rails were got on board. I had
just got up from the table and went on deck when the enemy opened
fire upon us with two rifle 12-pounders (Parrott) at 400 yards distance

astern, and out of our sight for the undergrowth. I opened fire with
my starboard battery, but they could not be trained far enough astern
to reach their guns. At the same time I started the vessel ahead so as
to get out of range and turn around, so that my guns would bear on
the enemy's guns, but the pilot did not get the wheel shifted soon
enough, so that she made about 200 yards and stopped. While trying
to back her off a shot passed through the stern, cutting off the steam
pipe and disabling the engine. About this time a shot passed through
the magazine, cutting on the legs of Charles Seitz, gunner's mate.
This silenced my guns for a few minutes, because I had nobody fit to
take his place, as one of the quarter gunners was already dead. I
ordered Acting Master's Mate Lysander C. Ball (in charge of powder
division) to take his place in the magazine, which he did. Our fire

at this time was very slow, as the sharpshooters were firing at the
loaders, the aftergun being dismounted, and none of them could be
brought to bear on the enemy's guns. The officers of divisions. Act-
ing Ensign Shepley E. Holmes, in charge of the first division, failed
to encourage his men ; also Acting Master's Mate Jesse W. Foster, in
charge of second division, and the executive officer. Acting Ensign
Michael E. Flanigan, behaved very badly, and the men began to fall
back from the guns. I told the acting first assistant engineer, Arthur
M. Phillips, to be ready with his division to fire the vessel when we
could not fight her any longer. I ordered the most of the men to be
armed with rifles. At this time a shot came through the stem, raking
the gun deck and entering the boilers and exploding them. Then the
officers jumped on the bank, followed by the crew, and made a dis-
graceful run for the Prairie Bird, leaving with me the pilot, Kimble
Ware, m the pilot house, and Quartermaster J. H. Nibbe, who stood
his ground when all the other officers had deserted their flag. As
soon as the steam began to cool a little, with the assistance of Quar-
termaster Nibbe, I got the wounded off the guard on the bank and
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got ready to fire the vessel, with the dead still on board. I placed
some coals from the furnace among the rails, but could not [stand] it

long for the heat of the steam.
At this time the enemy, seeing the officers and men running across

the fields, began to cross the river above and below me. Surrounded
on all sides, I was then forced to surrender, when they put out the
burning rails and took me off at once before I could find out the
number of killed and wounded, but I think that 10 would cover the
number, but you received a true report from the officers, I hope, soon
after the action. To the disgraceful action of some of my officers

and Colonel Scofield not coming to my assistance, as he had promised,
do I owe the loss of my vessel. The flag was flying when they
boarded the vessel. I hope that you think I did the best I could
under the circumstances.

I can not speak in too high terms of the conduct of Mr. Kimble
Ware, pilot, and John Nibbe, quartermaster. It will be remembered
that I had but 10 white men and boys on board ; the rest were contra-

bands, and part of those were sick.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thomas MoEuiot,
Acting Master, Commanding Petrel.

Acting Rear-Admiral Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

*
[1st endorsement.]

Received November 2, 4 p. m.

[2a endorsement.]

Respectfully forwarded to Navy Department. The Navy Depart-

ment will recollect that the Petrel was lost last spring.

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admdral Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

November 2, 1864.

Eeport of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, transmitting reports regarding the

capture of U. S. S. Petrel.

No. 109.1 Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Off Alexandria, La., April 28, 186^.

Sir : I beg leave to inform you of the loss of the U. S. S. Petrel,

belonging to this squadron. She was captured up Yazoo River by

the rebels and destroyed.
.

I enclose letters from her executive officer, commanding officer of

the Prairie Bird, and also one from Commander Townsend, on the

subject.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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[Enclosures.]

U. S. Ironclad Steamer Essex,
Vickshurg, April £4, 186^.

Admiral: I most deeply regret that the news from this quarter

must add another weight to the load of harassing cares that is now
pressing so heavily upon you. The Petrel was captured and de-

stroyed by the enemy some 3 or 4 miles above Yazoo City on the 22d
instant. Enclosed herewith I send you the reports of Acting En-
sign Chambers, commanding the Prairie Bird, and Acting Ensign
Flanigan, late executive officer of the Petrel, giving the particulars

of the disaster. I am sorry to say the dark cloud presents no silver

lining. The investigation I have been able to give to the subject leads

to the belief that a desire to procure cotton, rather than the noble
ambition of advancing the public service, prompted the ill-fated

expedition. I also fear that there may have been too obsequious and
unquestioning a compliance with the requests of General McArthur
on the part of Acting Master McElroy, the senior naval officer. The
latter is now a prisoner, and can not therefore give explanation of
his conduct, if explanation there be. But I can not learn or conceive
any satisfactory reason why he did not turn around immediately

—

the channel permitted—repass the two fieldpieces that had opened
upon him, and, rejoining the Prairie Bird and Freestone, go back to

Liverpool Bluffs, whence he had started on his rash reconnoissance.

After closely questioning the actors I have come to the conclusion
that the enterprise was unwisely engaged in, to say the least, and
that in the performance there was too much recklessness at first, suc-

ceeded by a weak wavering and paralysis of action that almost in-

sured a disastrous closing to the scene. But the chief actor is absent.

Perhaps he maj be able to give a satisfactory explanation, although
what that explanation might be I can not possibly imagine.
Accompanying Acting Ensign Chambers's report are the follow-

ing documents, viz, copies of two letters from Acting Master Mc-
Elroy, respectively, of April 21, 4 p. m., and April 22, 12 : 30 p. m.

;

copy of a letter from Colonel Scofield, commanding expedition, to

Captain McElroy, dated April 22 ; the report of the senior engineer
of the Praij^e Bird, with remarks appended by me, and a telegram
from Captain Foster, dated April 19, but not received till April 23.

Had this telegram been received in time, the naval portion of the ex-
pedition would not have started. Did the cotton speculators delay
it? Probably we shall never know; but they are such unprincipled
scoundrels that we may believe anything shrewdly wicked regarding
them. I also enclose with Acting Ensign Chambers's report the
statement of the surgeon's steward in charge regarding the three
seriously wounded men, one from the Prairie Bird, the others from
the Petrel, whom I ordered to be sent to the military hospital here
on the recommendation of my surgeon. Dr. Allan.
Acting Ensign Flanigan's report is accompanied by a list of the

officers and crew of the Petrel, designating their condition, whether
escaped or missing, killed or wounded. Those that escaped brought
with them nothing but what they stood in.

That you may more easily understand the not very clear or per-
spicuous reports, I accompany them by a roughly sketched map that
I prepared whilst gathering from Messrs. Chambers and Flanigan
the particulars of the disaster.
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The Wilson, Captain Pollard, arriving this afternoon, I have sent
by her, with orders to report to Captain Pennock at Cairo, all the
escaped officers of the Petrel except Mr. Armstrong, the pilot, whom
I have ordered to the Prairie Bird, and the surgeon's steward in

charge, whom I have ordered to report to the fleet surgeon aboard
the Bed Rover. Of the crew, I have transferred 10 to the Prairie
Bird to strengthen her force, 2 are at the military hospital here, and
the remaining 31 I send down by the General Price for the vessels

below. I hope my disposition of them may meet with your approval.
The information comes, through cotton speculators as well as con-

trabands, that the enemy succeeded in getting guns, ammunition, and
all valuables from the Petrel, and then, about 8 p. m. of the 22d,
set fire to and destroyed her. She must have been very imperfectly
fired by her own crew, if the escaping steam put out the flames.

I hope, admiral, that I have been able to give you a passably clear

idea of the occasion and circumstances of the loss of the Petrel. I
certainly have endeavored to avoid anything like an over-statement

of the causes of the disaster. The Essex arrived here in tow of the

Brillirnvt last night at midnight. Learning of the loss of the Petrel,

I concluded to stop, investigate the aifair, direct what should be done
in the case, and report the results to you. Having done this, I shall

take the first upward-bound steamer with sufficient power to tow us

to Fort Pillow and the upper river, in obedience to your order.

But I have become convinced, admiral, that it is essential, in more
than one particular, to your honor, and that of your squadron, that

an officer of approved capacity, integrity, and judgment should be

stationed here, to take care of matters at Vicksburg and throughout

the long, morally pestiferous stretch of river between the mouth of

White Kiver and Natchez. I have, therefore, assumed the respon-

sibility, you far away, oppressed with most engrossing cares, of

ordering Captain Greer to Vicksburg, that he may take upon himself

the above-mentioned charge. I enclose herewith a copy of my orders

to Captain Greer. They are long, but I could scarcely say all that

I felt to be necessary in fewer terms. I trust, admiral, that my
reasons will prove satisfactory, and that you will approve the action

I have taken.

The wrecking company with whom you made the contract to raise

the sunken steamer in the Yazoo and other tributaries of the Missis-

sippi is now here prepared to operate, and very solicitous to begin. I

informed Colonel P. B. Fouke that, just now, with but one disabled

tinclad here, it was impossible to give him and his principals the

necessary protection in Yazoo Eiver; that the late disaster showed

convincingly that only an ironclad was competent to the task; that

I must proceed up the river, but that I had sent for Captain Greer

to come up to Vicksburg, and, possibly, matters might ere long

assume such shape that he could give him the requisite protection, at

least for points below Yazoo City. Still, I could not hold out any
flattering encouragement to him. His orders from yourself are very

strong, his appeals, though perfectly gentlemanly and courteous, are

very pressing, and yet the complication of adverse influences renders

it impossible that anything of importance should at this time be done
for him. I met his courteous advances in a Idndred spirit, but at the

same time frankly expressed to him my unfavorable opinion. I hate
to bother you with these things now, admiral, but perhaps from your
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abundant resources you may be able to suggest something that may
be done.

Earnestly hoping, and faithfully believing, that you will ere long

surmount the great and numerous difficulties that encompass you in

Bed River,

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Robert Townsend,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

[Subenclosure. ]

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
COTrvmanding Mississippi Squadron.

On Board U. S. S. Prairie Bird, April 23, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the following facts in regard to

the loss of the U. S. S. Petrel.

In obedience to orders from General McArthur we proceeded up
Yazoo River, arriving at Liverpool Bluffs April 21, 1864. At 12 : 20

p. m. by request of Colonel Scofield, we* proceeded on up the river

in company with the U. S. S. Prairie Bird and transport Freestone.

At 3 p. m. we arrived at the navy yard below Yazoo City. Seeing

no enemy in sight, we proceeded on up, leaving the Prairie Bird and
Freestone at the navy yard. When abreast the city we fired several

shots at the enemy, just then coming in sight on the hills. We steamed

on up, and while rounding the point the enemy opened a brisk fire

of cannqn and musketry. The river being narrow, we could not

round to. Moved on up out of range and came to. We immediately
made preparations to run by the batteries. Captain McElroy after-

wards countermanded the order, remarking that he would wait until

the following night.

On the 22d, at 1 : 30 p. m., we changed our position, moving up the
river about 1^ miles, and commenced wooding. At 3, precisely, the
enemy in ambush opened a heavy fire of cannon and musketry on
our starboard quarter, the shot from their guns going clean through
the vessel. Not being able to bring our guns to bear, armed the crew
as sharpshooters and returned the fire, getting the vessel underway
immediately. While shifting the engines two shots entered the vessel,

one striking the cylinder, the other cutting the steam pipe, thereby
disabling us ; the rebels then moved up. We then opened our great
guns on them. After firing a few rounds we were unable to work
the guns, as the men were snot as soon as going near the ports. The
vessels being disabled, and unable to work our guns, the captain gave
the order to set the vessel on fire—which was done in three places

—

arm oiyselves, and jump ashore. At this juncture a shot entered the
boilers, the steam rushing over the decks. All who were able jumped
ashore and made their escape to the Prairie Bird, pursued by the
rebels, who had by this time crossed the river; nearly all, however,
reached the boat in safety by taking to the swamps.

I would further state that during the engagement the officers and
men acted most gallantly, with the exception of a few contrabands
who were lately shipped.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. E. Flanigan,

Acting Ensign, Executive Officer, late V. S. Gunboat Petrel.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.



City.

[Enclosures.]

Capture of the "Petrel" about 3i Miles above Yazoo
City April 22, 1864.

1. Popitioii of PidTcl at bank after passing' beyond range of fieldpieces

(at 0) in Yazoo Cily, aiternoon of April 21.

2. Position of Ptini when opened upon and afterwards captured by
the enemy. 3 p. m., April 22.

3. Position of Praine^irti at navy yard when opened upon by field-

pieces, afternoon.
4. Second position of Prairir. Bird.
5. Transport Frcetilone, probably after cotton, on some shallow pre-

text of service.
6. First position of battery of two fieldpieces, thought to have been

Parrott lO-pounders.
7. Second po.sition of battery to drive off Pravrw; /fjrriand FreenUmt.
8. Third position of battery, causing the abandonment of the Petrel.

Respectfully submitted.
ROBKRT TOWNSEND,

Commander, U. S. Navij, Senior Ojficxr.

ViCKSIiUKG, April 2U, I86J4.

Sketched from report of those engaged, made to me verbally,
April 24, 1804.

R. T.
Scale about 1 mile to the inch.
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[Endorsement.]

KespectfuUy forwarded.
The Essex having arrived here last night at midnight, this report

was handed to me for transmission. Mr. Flanigan's report of the
names and condition of the officers and crew of the Petrel accom-
panies this statement.

Robert Townsend,

Commander, U. S. Navy.

VicKSBTJKG, April ^4-

I understand that when taken the Petrel had on board an extraordi-

nary quantity of ammunition; about 125 rounds to each of her eight

24-pounder howitzers.

E. T.

[Subenclosure.]

The following are the names of those who made their escape to the

Prairie Bird:
Officers.—Acting Assistant Paymaster Henry T. Skelding, Acting

Ensign M. E. Flanigan, executive officer, slight woUnd in the head

;

Acting Ensign S. Ross Holmes, Acting Master's Mate J. W. Foster,

slight wound in hand; Acting Master's Mate J. Gurley Abbott, Act-
ing Master's Mate L. C. Ball, Acting First Assistant Engineer A. M.
Phillips, A-cting First Assistant Engineer Edward Roberts, Acting
Second Assistant Engineer John T. Stone, Acting Third Assistant
Engineer William M. Mix, slight wound in leg; Surgeon's Steward
in Charge E. W. Davids, First-Class Pilot John L. Armstrong, Pay-
master's Steward S. S. Smith.

[44 names of petty officers and crew follow.]

Missing.—Acting Master Commanding Thomas McElroy, First-

Class Pilot K. Ware, supposed to have been taken prisoners; Charles

Seitz, gunner's mate, mortally wounded; Gustav A. Frey, quarter

gunner, killed; John Nibbe, quartermaster, serious wound in hand.

[Names of 9 colored men follow.]

* * * * * * *

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. E. Flanigan,

Acting Ensign, Executive Officer late V. S. Gunboat Petrel.

Rear-Admiral DAvm D. Porter,
CoTnmanding Mississippi Squadron.

List of Petrel's men on 'board Prairie Bird, May 1, 186-i.

White men.—John Wilson, ship's cook; John Kingdom, quarter-

master; John Yorgan, carpenter's mate; Peter Olsten, seaman.

Colored men.—W. Thomas Waites, fireman ; Morgan Cooper, fire-

man; Ephraim Johnson, Harry West, Randall Morehead, Jerry

Brown.
On hoard General Price.

White men.—Bartlett Laffy, boatswain's mate; John G. Rose,

quartermaster ; Albert Lilly, seaman.
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Colored men.—Ben Blackford, Ludd Gibson, Nick Jones, firemen;

George Holt, coal heaver; William Baker, Joseph Whitton, James
Monroe, firemen.

On 'board Choctaw,

White.—James M. Saxton, boy.

Colored men.—Jerry Carter, landsman; Samuel Preston, "lands-

man; Adkin "Whellis, coal heaver; August Williams, coal heaver.

On hoard Covington.

White.—^William Willson, quarter gunner.
Colored men.—Albert Ferguson, Robert Jackson, Columbus Rich-

ardson, Wesley West, George Kidlers, Milton Porter, William Mel-

vine, Henderson Jenkins, Ephraim Colton, James Freely, Lew Jones,

Jacob Campbell, Malachi Bowman, Henry Hunt, Buckman Watson.
Gone to hospital.—James Gilmore, Isaac Wilson.

U. S. S. Prairie Bird,
Vicksburg, April 23, 186Jf.

Sir : It becomes my impleasant duty to report the loss of the gun-
boat Petrel, she being captured by the enemy on the 22d instant. On
the 19th I landed at Snyder's Bluff and there foimd a dispatch for

the gunboat Petrel. She being up the Sunflower River, I proceeded
up and delivered the said dispatch on the night of the 20th. The
said dispatch was from General McArthur, commanding at Vicks-
burg. It was a request that Captain McElroy would take the two
vessels up the Yazoo to cooperate with the land forces which General
McArthur was sending to occupy Yazoo City. On the morning of

the 21st, Captain McElroy got underway and proceeded down the

Sunflower, we accompanying, and then up the Yazoo to Liver-

pool Bluffs. Came to and found troops occupying the bluffs under
the command of Colonel [Hiram] Scofield. He reported that his

cavalry had been skirmishing with the enemy that day. He re-

quested Captain McElroy to tak« both boats and proceed to Yazoo
Citjr to reconnoiter, which Captain McElroy proceeded to do. On
arriving at the navy yard below Yazoo City, both boats were landed
at 3 p. m. Captain McElroy then gave me instructions to remain
there while he proceeded up to the city. As he got abreast of the

city tbe enemy opened a battery on him which compelled him to

run his vessel up the river out of range.

In the meantime the enemy had been firing upon this vessel with
small arms, but as soon as the Petrel got out of range they opened
on this vessel with two 10-pounder Parrott, striking us three times.

Two shots struck the hurricane roof, passing out through the cabin,

doing little damage. The other shot came through the casemate and
struck the starboard cylinder, causing it to leak, also wounding
second engineer and first fireman slightly. We then dropped down
the river, waiting for communications from Captain McElroy, which
communications I have the honor to enclose, bearing date of the 21st,

also a copy of letter received the next day, and copy of letter received

from Colonel Scofield to Captain McElroy, which I received via
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marine boat B. J. Adams. At this time firing was heard at a dis-

tance and shortly afterwards the crew of gunboat Petrel came run-

ning to my vessel, stating that the Petrel was captured by the enemy.
The B. J. Adams remained there with me until dark. A scouting
party was sent from the Adams, but found none of the crew. Thir-

teen officers and 40 of the crew reached this vessel, which leaves a

balance of 2 officers and 11 of the men missing.

From information obtained from contrabands, I believe the PetreVs
armament was all captured by the enemy, the escaping steam from
the boilers and steam pipes having put out the fire set to her by the

crew.

We expended, while engaged Avith the enemy, 26 shell and 7

shrapnel.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. W. Chambers,
Acting Ensign, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Com/manding Mississipjyi Squadron.

[Subenclosures.]

U. S. S. Petrel,

Ahove Yazoo City, April 21, 186

^

—^ 2'>- '"''•

Sir: You will hold yourself and vessel in readiness to come to my
assistance when you see me moving down the river by night or day.

I have sent a dispatch to Colonel Scofield, which will reach him by

G o'clock p. m., to-night.

I will have an answer by 9 o'clock, so look out for night signals

from me.
Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. McElroy,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Acting Ensign J. W. Ciiainibers,

Commanding Prairie Bird.

U. S. S. Petrel, April 23, 186Jf—12:30 o'clock.

Sib : You will hold yourself and boat in readiness to come to my
support to-night after dusk, before the moon rises. You will not

come above the wreck of the Baron De Kcdh. If I should not come

before the moon sets in the morning you will still hold yourself Jii

readiness to come to my support at a moment's notice. I will not

make any signals if I can help it, as that will give the rebels the

opportunity to concentrate on me. Do all you can for me, as I see

that the armv has deserted us.

I am, Verv respectfullv, Thos. McEleoy,
_

Acting Master, Commanding.

Acting Ensign John W. Chambers,
Commanding Prairie Bird.

Headquarters Yazoo Expedition,

Liverpool Heights, Miss., April 22, 1861^.

Captain: Your dispatch was received last night, but it was not

deemed prudent to move the land forces to Yazoo City.



256 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTEBN WATEBS.

I send this communication by Colonel [G. E.] Currie, who will in-

form you of our situation and present intentions. You will do well

to move your boats down the river and cooperate with us here in any
movement it may be thought best to make. I hope you are already

below the city and the battery, but if you are not I trust you will

inform me the first favorable moment of doing so. The marine boat

will render you any assistance in their power.
I shall probably remain at this point until I learn that you are

safe and moving down.
Let me hear from you the first opportunity.

I have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant,

H. SCOFIELD,

Colonel Ji.7th U. S. Inf., Colored, Corndg. Expedition.

Captain McElroy,
Commanding Naval Forces.

U. S. S. Prairie Bird,

3 MUes Below Tasoo City, April 22, 186i.

Sir: I have the honor to report the engine of my department as

being in a much damaged and dangerous condition.

During our engagement at Yazoo City yesteirday, about 4 o'clock

p. m., a conical shot entered the casemate, struck the starboard cylin-

der, glanced from that just over the doctor, and passed out on the port
quarter. The same shot wounded 2 men of my department, Joseph
Grippin, acting second assistant engineer, and Lucas Bowman, second-
class fireman, received a severe cut in the leg below the knee. Both
wounds were supposed to be from a piece of casement.

The damage to the engine consists of an indenture and crack of
6 inches in length in the starboard cylinder, and so wide as to cause
the free escape of steam, which not only gives it great liability to

burst, but the indenture on the inside is very likely to cause the

falling off of the piston head.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

George Radabaugh,
Acting First Assistant Engineer.

Acting Ensign J. W. Chambers,
Commanding ZJ. S. S. Prairie Bird.

[Endorsement.]

By my directions my chief engineer, Mr. Heap, examined the in-

jured cylinder and made arrangements for its temporary repair. To-
morrow the machine shop in charge of the army at this place (Vicks-
burg) will put a plate over the crack, strongly band the cylinder with
iron, and chip on smoothly the indented surface, so that the piston
may have free play. Mr. Heap says that these repairs should, and
probably will, be made within one day, and that when made the
Prairie Bird''s engine will be nearly as effective as it was before the
injury. These repairs of course are only temporary and of the
"make-do" order.

Very respectfully, Robert Townsenii,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

ViCKSBURG, April 2Jt, 1864.
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[.Telegram. ]

Navy Department, May 6, I864..

Any information of capture of Petrel and fate of officers ?

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain, Cairo, III.

[Telegram. ]

Cairo, May 6, 1864.

The Petrel was captured on the 22d ultimo above or near Yazoo
City. One acting master, McElroy, and Pilot Kimble [Ware] were
said to be prisoners in Yazoo City. All the other officers have
returned here.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
[Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C]

Report of Iiieutenant-Commander Oreer^ TT. S. Navy, regarding the loss of the
U. S. S. Petrel.

U. S. S. Benton,
Of Vicksiurg, May 2, I864..

Sir: In accordance with your instructions, I have endeavored to

ascertain the facts of the Petrel affair. It appears that Captain
McElroy, of that vessel, had gone into the Yazoo with the intention
of proceeding up the Sunflower to seize some cotton. Captain Cham-
bers, of the Prairie Bird, states that Captain McElroy had received

a dispatch from the admiral in regard to the cotton mentioned, but
was cautioned to mn no risks, and especially not to go into a shoal

river. Captain Chambers, having finished some business which took
him to Vicksburg, then went up to Snyder's Bluff. At that point he
found a communication from General McArthur to Captain McElroy,
requesting him to take the Petrel and Prairie Bird up the Yazoo to

cooperate with a land force he was sending to occupy Yazoo City.

He immediately went up the Sunflower, and after finding the

Petrel, they both proceeded to Liverpool Bluffs [Heights] , at which
point they met Colonel Scofield with the troops. He had had some
.skirmishing, and asked Captain McElroy to go up to Yazoo City
and reconnoiter. They took a steamboat, the Freestone, as a dis-

patch boat. On they went up and landed at the navy yard.

At 3 p. m. on the 21st April Captain McElroy ordered the Prairie

Bird to remain where she was, and went on up with his vessels. As
he passed the town the enemy opened fire upon him with two guns
(supposed to be 10-pounder Parrotts). He then went up out of

range. Shortly after this they fired upon the Prairie Bird, causing
her to change her berth.

At 5 : 30 p. m. Captain Chambers received an order from Captain
McElroy to be in readiness to assist him when he came down ; also a

102008°—N w R—VOL 26—13 11
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dispatch to send by the Freestone to Colonel Scofield. That vessel

started down with the dispatch, but did not return.

The next day (22d), about 1 : 30 p. m., Captain Chambers received

a dispatch from Captain McElroy of the same nature as the one of
the day before, and expressed an opinion that the army had deserted

them. At 3:30 p. m. the Marine Brigade boat B. J. Adams arrived

with a dispatch for Captain McElroy from Colonel Scofield. While
getting a horse to send this dispatch over, the crew of the Petrel com-
menced coming in (they came across a point). All arrived excepting
the captain, 1 pilot, and 11 men.
The officers of the Petrel report that at about 3 p. m. the rebels

came in in heavy force abreast of them, with one piece of artillery.

At the first or second shot the steam pipe was cut and the after end
of the boiler. They were then ordered to arm themselves, set the
vessel on fire, and get on shore. They say the vessel was fired ; if so,

it was so very poorly done that it did not burn. The captain of the
Prairie Bird saw a large fire in her direction that night and thinks
she was burned.

This agrees with information obtained by General McArthur,
which was that after removing the guns and most of the provisions
she was burned by the rebels. The guns (eight 24-pounder howit-
zers) are said to have been taken to Canton, Miss. Possibly they did
it, thinking that we would immediately attempt to retake them ; and
again they may be going to fit them to field carriages.

On the 23d the Prairie Bird came down to Vicksburg for repairs,
having had her cylinder cracked.

In looking at this matter with all the facts before me, I conclude
that Captain McElroy was anxious to be of service, but was too easily
moved by the requests of a general, and again I can see no object in
his running past Yazoo City after he had found the enemy in force.
A prime cause of the disaster was not having a proper person in
command of the troops. Cooperation, when it exists, should be to the
bitter end, but in this case, and also in some others, the affair is

reduced to a sauve qui pent operation on the part of the Army, and
the gunboats are left to their fate.

I can not ascertain that there was any cotton behind the scenes
in this case, but in spite of it I can not help having suspicions. The
movement was made, according to General McArthur's statement, to
occupy the rebel cavalry in this State and to keep them from joining
Forrest in Tennessee, against whom an expedition is organizing at
Memphis. General Slocum has arrived and taken command. He is
going to send out a pretty large force under command of McArthur
to carry out the intent of the former expedition and expressed a desire
to me to have two boats go up to Yazoo City to protect two or three
transports with troops as a feint, while the main force take them by
land. I informed him that owing to the necessity of Avithdrawing so
many of our light-drafts for service in Eed River we had nothing to
spare for this affair; also that you had assumed command of the
fifth district.

As a large portion of the garrison here will be away, I purpose
remaining here for a few days, unless T find my services required at
some other point. General Slocum, I think, will do all he can to
purge this place of villainy, but I am afraid will not succeed.
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I heard to-day that the two officers captured on the Petrel had been
sent to Richmond. I have ordered the captain of the Prairie Bird to

remain at the mouth of the Yazoo and to allow no boats to go up
unless engaged exclusively by the Army, and then they are only to

land at military posts or under the protection of a gunboat.

I understand that we have abandoned the whole line of the Yazoo.
I have directed Captain Chambers to make all reports in future to

you. He has one of the officers of the late Petrel (Acting Ensign
Shepley E. Holmes) on board under arrest. I had charges made out

against him to-day for drunkenness, disobedience of orders, and scan-

dalous conduct and will forward them to the admiral. The wrecking
party is still here. I suggested to them to write to you and also for

one of the party to go down and see the admiral, which they say they

will do.

The Prairie Bird is said to be badlj' in need of repairs.

With a hope, captain, that you will bear with this lengthy letter,

I am.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greek,

Lieut. Comdr.^ Comdg. Benton and Fourth Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,
Corrvmanding Fifth District Mississippi Squadron.

Itinerary of the district of Vicksburg for April, 1864, from monthly return.

An expedition in command of Colonel Hiram Scofield, command-

ing Second Brigade, First Division, United States Colored Troops,

was sent from Haynes' Bluff up the Yazoo River, meeting the enemy

in force; did not give him battle; returned to Haynes' Bluff April

23. Gunboat No. 5 {Petrel) and ganboat No. 11 (Prairie Bird),

Acting Master McElroy commanding fleet, accompanied the expedi-

tion. In attempting to run the blockade at Yazoo City, in order to

open fire on the works from above, the Petrel was lost and her crew,

including Acting Master McElroy, were either killed or taken

prisoners.

ITelegram. ]

Yazoo City, April 21, 1861
(Via Canton 22d.)

Enemy, 1,500 strong (cavalry, infantry, and one battery), was met

near Liverpool last evening. After heavy skirmishing for several

hours he retired and remained inactive. To-day not yet clearly de-

veloped whether the expedition is against Yazoo City or railroad

;

unless he is reinforced we can protect either.

Fleet of gunboats and transports approaching Yazoo City late this

evening was driven back by battery.
Wirt Adams,

Brigadier-General.

Lieutenant-Colonel T. M. Jack.
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[Telegram.]

Demopolis, April £3, 1864-.

Brigadier-General Wirt Adams, commanding cavalry on the Yazoo
Kiver, telegraphs me from Yazoo City on 22d instant, to this effect:

I have the honor to report the capture of a gunboat to-day near this city.

While lying near the shore she was attacked by a section of artillery and a
detachraent of sharpshooters under Colonel Griffith, who drove the men from
their guns and finally the crew from the boat. I removed her fine armament of
eight 24-pounder guns and the most valuable stores and had her burned to the
water's edge. The captain and pilot are prisoners in my hands and a number
of the crew. 31y casualties are small.

L. Polk,
Lieutenant-General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and^ Inspector-General, Michmond.

[Telegram.]

Yazoo City, Ajml 23, 186^.
(Received Demopolis, 25th.)

Enemy, foiled in his purposes, embarked his forces during the

night 22d and returned yesterday morning to Vicksburg. Have tele-

graphed General Chalmers shall not require assistance.

Wirt Adams,
Brigadier-General.

Lieutenant-Colonel T. M. Jack.

[Telegram.]

Demopolis, April £4, 1864.

Your dispatch giving account of Colonel John Griffiths' gallant
achievement in the capture of gunboat received. Will you be able
to remove and secure the guns? Report the present situation of
affairs. General Chalmers, with a brigade from Panola and one
from Okolona, with a battery from Aberdeen, has been ordered to
join you. Hope you will be enabled to cut off enemy's retreat to
Vicksburg. Keep in communication with Chalmers. Keep me
advised every six hours.

L. Polk,
Lieutenant-Gerterdl.

Brigadier-General Wirt Adams,
Yasoo City, via. Canton.

General report of Lieutenant-Commcmxler Breese, U. S. Navy.

Mississippi Squadron, U. S. Ship Black Hawk,
Mouth of Black River, April 22, 1864.

Dear Sir: I wrote you of my doings by the last light-draft for
Alexandria, just after which the Choctaw arrived at Red River and
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the next morning the Lafayette. The Glwctaw got as far as Vicks-
burg, and, finding all quiet above, waited for the Lafayette, and both
returned the next day.
Townsend got no farther than Natchez, and is now waiting there

until he can get a tow to tow him up. Greer got nearly to Vicksburg
and Townsend has ordered him to return, at my suggestion, to
Natchez.
The Wilson arrived with ice and hay, coal and oats; the ice is

alongside the Red Rover. The Superior was fired on by that rifled

piece captured from our army near Port Hudson, and no one hurt
or damage done. The Ouachita was at Bayou Sara (so reported).
I sent Foster right off with the Champion to convoy some boats bound
down and drive the fellows ofif. As I heard no firing, I expect they
have decamped. I hope the next time they send out a 3-inch rifle

they will send more than a hundred men, which was all that went,
and they won't take a full supply of ammunition, which they did.

The Lafayette, Choctaw, Bragg, Champion, Ouachita, and General
Price (when she returns) ought to keep that place quiet. The tug
Pansy has entirely given out, and I was obliged to send her to Cairo
by the New National, which will take up 1,200 barrels mortar powder
and thus make room for shell which are now on deck. It is my opin-
ion that Mrs. Acklin has been playing a very deep game and that she
is thoroughly secesh. She had all the time her cotton was being re-

moved, a company of rebels under a captain guarding it, and had our
army wagoift hauling it, and after the rebs found out they belonged
to United States they gobbled them all up and Mrs. Acklin posted off

after them, and I heard just as I was leaving that she had got them
back—^new wagons, harness, etc. This is the talk at Red River.

Mark and Marshall say a great deal more, which convinces me Mrs.
Acklin is still a good rebel. * * *

I sent the Signal, Forest Rose, and St. Clair to Alexandria, the

Argosy to Fort De Russy, and have the Kenwood here. Last night

I heard firing and, supposing at Fort De Russy, sent the Kenwood
up, but all was quiet there, and I can't imagine where it was, as it was
not in the direction of the Mississippi. Somebody has sent you any
quantity of perfume, a list of which I will enclose. It is stowed
away. Do you want any of it?

Won't you please send our officers and men back as soon as pos-

sible? I have only one rifled gun's crew and one broadside gun's

crew (white) on board. I have stationed firemen, contrabands, etc.,

in case of accident, which, with two ensigns and 3 master's mates,

make up my force.

The river is rising here, and inhabitants say there is no reason to

think it won't be high, although it is late. I heard that the Avenger
had gone to Cairo for repairs. Ramsay gives anything but a flatter-

ing account of her. I wrote to Captain Pennock about the Cin-

cinnati.

Yours, respectfully, etc.,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Com/mander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy.

There is a box of ammunition here for you. I think it is for that

little rifle of yours. Do you want any of it sent up? River rising

6 inches a day here.
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Letter from Brigadier-General Gresham, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-

Comnnander Shirk, U . S. Navy, requesting convoy up the 2'ennessee

River.

Cairo, III., April 22, 186^.

Captain: In compliance with instructions just received from
Major-General McPherson, commanding Department of the Ten-
nessee, I have the honor to request of you a convoy to accompany an
expedition in my charge up the Tennessee River.

My command will consist of at least 3,000 infantry and one six-gun
battery, and I will leave here as soon as I can get transportation.

Be good enough to inform me at once whether you can furnish the

convoy and, if so, how soon.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. Q. Gresham,
Brigadier-General.

Captain Shirk, U. S. Navy.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters, St. Louis, April 22, I86I1..

Captain Pennock : It may be for a high public interest that Devoe
should Jiave discretionary orders to proceed to New York. Please
send them.

W. S. Eosecrans,
Mayor-General.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., April 23, 186^.

Your telegram is received. I am not aware of the instructions
Devoe has received from the admiral, but I know that the admiral
would not allow anything to interfere with the high public interests.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Major-General W. S. Eosecrans,
St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, V. S. Navy, regarding
repairs to TJ. S. steamers Avenger and Silver Cloud, and referring
to the movement of Major-General Forrest, C. S. Army, toroard
Alabama.

U. S. Naval Station,
Memphis, Tenn., April 23, 1864.

Sir: The ram Avenger arrived here a few days since in a disabled
condition. At the request of the commanding officer, I ordered a
survey held upon her machinery, and, on the recommendation of the
surveyors, ordered the necessary repairs to be made without delay.
The repairs will be completed by Friday, the 29th instant, when I
will send her to Eed Eiver.
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The commanding general at this point informed me last night
that General Forrest, with his forces, were moving toward Alabama,
and that he .felt no immediate apprehension for the safety of the
city. Four thousand men embrace the militaiy force for the pro-
tection of this place.

The Silver Cloud arrived here about four days ago, having dis-

abled her rudder. A new one has been made and shipped, and she
will leave for her cruising ground to-morrow.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

T. Pattison,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comm,anding Naval Station.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Comm,ander Prichett, U. S. Navy, transmitting

captured Confederate papers.

U. S. S. Ttler,
Mouth White River, April 23, I864.

Sir : I have the honor to forward to you herewith a package con-
taining letters captured by the U. S. S. Queen City, near Crockett's
Bluff, White River, on the 1st instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

.Tas. M. Prichett,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosures.]

Extract 1 Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department,
No. 1825. J

Shreveport, La., January 19, I864.

General: I am instructed by the lieutenant-general commanding
to refer the within letters of the chief of the cotton bureau to Mr.
Jos. Menard to you.
You are aware Mr. Menard has purchased about 5,000 bales of cot-

ton east of the Ouachita River. The lieutenant-general wishes such

facilities to be granted him by you in accumulating and shipping the

cotton as you may deem consistent with the public service.

Your obedient servant,

Geo. Williamson,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major-General R. Taylor.

[Endorsement.]

Headquarters District of East Louisiana,
Alexandria, March 12, 186Jf.

Respectfully referred to Brigadier-General St. John R. Liddell,

commanding Subdistrict of North Louisiana, who will grant Mr. Jos.

Menard such facilities for accumulating and shipping the cotton
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referred to as he deems consistent with the interests of" the service.

Mr. Menard will be permitted to use steamboats, such ^s he may pro-

cure for the purpose of accumulating the cotton, at such points on
the Ouachita as he may desire, from which he can have the cotton

reshipped on such boats as he may bring into Confederate lines for it.

But boats now on waters within Confederate lines will not be
permitted to go to any point with the cotton where they would be

in danger of falling into the hands of the enemy; they will not be
permitted to go with it out of Confederate lines. Any boat or boats

brought into Confederate lines to take Mr. Menard's cotton out will

not be permitted to have any person or persons on board excepting
the officers and crew, absolutely required to navigate them, nor will

they be permitted to bring any goods or merchandise for sale or for

any other purpose into Confederate lines. When such boat or boats

reach the Confederate lines a guard will be placed on board until the

boat or boats are ready to leave Confederate lines for the purpose "of

enforcing these regulations and preventing improper communication
with the county.
By command of Major-General E. Taylor.

A. H. May,
Major and Assistant Actjutant-Oenerd.

Brigadier-General St. John K. Liddell,
Commanding Subdistrict North Louisiana.

Headquarters Subdistrict or North Louisiana,
Monroe, April 9, 1864.

Sir: I am instructed by the brigadier-general commanding to en-
close you copies of the orders and correspondence relating to the
shipment of your cotton and to say that the restrictions imposed by
him having been removed by department headquarters you are at
liberty to send out your cotton without any further impediment
being placed in your way.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Lewis Conrad,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Mr. Jos. Menard, or
Major Jno. A. Buckner,

Monroe, La.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, of the return
to station of U. S. steamers Tyler and Queen City on vnthdrawal
of Major-General Forrest, C. S. Army, from Tennessee.

U. S. S. Tyler.
Mouth White River, April 23, 1861.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that upon receiving intelli-
gence that the rebel General Forrest was threatening Memphis, I
proceeded there with the Tyler and Queen City. Finding that For-
rest had disappeared and was supposed to be on his way to Alabama.
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and no attack being apprehended, I have returned with the vessels

to my station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. M. Pkichett,
Lieutenant-Gommamder.

Kear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Request from, the citizens of Shawneetovm^ III., to Fleet Captain
Pennock, U. S. Navy, for protection against guerrillas.

Shawneetown, III., April 23, 186^.

Dear Sir : At a meeting of our citizens it was resolved to send the

mayor of our town, Mr. Hunter, to represent to you the necessity of

immediately sending a gunboat to this point to protect us and the

country above and below from guerrillas, who are now in large force

on the Kentucky side of the river and who are evidently intending a

raid on our town, no doubt to destroy us. There is also a large

amount of Government forage here, also in great danger. We trust,

therefore, that you will at once accede to our wishes. Mayor Hunter
will explain more particularly our wants.

Respectfully, yours,

Aaron B. Stout,
D. W. Lush,
J. McKbe Peeples,
F. Le Rhoades,

Committee.
Commodore Pennock,

Fleet Captain, U. S. Navy.

Letter from Fergus Peniston to Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy,
requesting the restoration of cotton seized in the Ouachita River.

New Orleans, April 23, 1864.

Admiral: W. S. Pike and myself, citizens of the United States,

and Ralli, Benachi & Co., Greek subjects, are the owners of a lot of

cotton of 5,400 bales, situated on the Ouachita River and its tribu-

taries, for which we paid, through our agent, nearly a year ago,

$1,000,000 in Confederate notes. The cotton was purchased in the

name of Ralli, Benachi & Co., because it would have been seized by

the Confederate authorities had it been in our names; the greater

portion belongs to Mr. Pike and myself.

I have received information that about 1,000 bales of that cotton,

nearlv all of which is marked F. P., with the exception of some lots

marked WACO, J. S. C, and perhaps a few other marks, were

taken and placed on board the armed transports Nos. ^ and 14-, which

has a barge in tow, and of the Avenger. Said cotton was placed on

the bank by my agent in order to be in readiness for shipment to

this market as soon as navigation would be allowed to private boats.
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I now ask of you, admiral, as an act of justice due to an American
citizen, that my property be restored to me, and that I be allowed to

bring out of the Ouachita and its tributaries the remainder before

the torch be applied to it by the people of that section.

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
Fergus Peniston.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, etc.

Letter from Major-General Rosecrans, V. S. Army, to Fleet Captain

Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding measures for breaking up contra-

hand trade.

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Louis, Mo., April H-, 1861.

Captain: I am satisfied that important public interests will be

subserved by authorizing Devoe to go to New York for the purpose
of pursuing investigations into the contraband trade on the Missis-

sippi River, and probably into a secret organization hostile to the

United States believed to exist there as well as here.

From what I judge of Admiral Porter's views, this mission and
the establishment of an able officer or special agent at Memphis

.

would be quite according to his wishes, and would, I doubt not, re-

sult in much benefit to the Government.
I therefore recommend these two measures, viz

:

1. That an able secret-service agent be sent to Memphis and sta-

.

tioned there.

2. That Devoe have orders to go to New York for the purpose of
following up investigations leading to the authors of contraband
trade in—or trade in contraband—from thence on the Mississippi.

Very truly, yours,

W. S. ROSECRANS,
Major-General.

Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Cairo.

Order of Cormnander Townsend, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com,-
mander Greer, V. S. Navy, to assume command of the Mississippi
from, White River to Natchez, Miss.

U. S. Ironclad Steamer Essex,
Vickshurg, April £4, 186^.

Captain : Unless you consider it preeminently necessary that you
should remain at Natchez, on receipt of this you will proceed with
the Benton to Vicksburg and take supervisory charge and control of
naval affairs on the river from the mouth of Wliite River down to
Natchez. What I have learned and what I see of the condition of
affairs since the division commanders left their districts convinces me
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that it is indispensable to the well-being and efficiency of our squad-
ron that its able and experienced, judicious and reliable regular com-
manders should not be stretched along at such wide intervals. Our
most able and indomitable admiral, far from us in Eed River, is toil-

ing night and day with untiring energy and with an intelligence and
skill and a capacity for the hardest labor, both of body and mind, that
few could equal in battling with the most serious natural obstructions,
as well as with the enemy. The demoralization of our surrounding
armj', crushed by the criminal incapacity of its leader, makes heavier
the burden and more disheartening the task that fate has just now
imposed upon the admiral. He requires all the support thait our old
Navy brethren who are with him can give. By the force of circum-
stances a few of his oldest lieutenants have not been able to join him.
We are left to care for matters on the unobstructed waters of the
Mississippi, and we must see to it that aflfairs on the river do not pro-
claim too loudly the temporary absence of his supervising eye and
controlling hand. And naval affairs are going very badly here. I
will not speak of my suspicions, but the logic of events shows that the
volunteer commanders hereabouts have been unequal to the responsi-

bilities of their position. They have bowed with too deferential an
awe to the requests; they speak of them as "orders" of the cotton-

loving generals, and they have been too much flattered by the artful

attentions, if they have not succumbed to the seducing wiles of the
unprincipled cotton speculators. The very atmosphere of Vicksburg
is reeking 'with corruption. Unbending integrity, courteous self-

reliance, ability, experience, and judgment are needed here. It is

therefore that I give you the order to come to Vicksburg and assume
command of this long stretch of river. I consider your immediate
presence here a prime necessity, essential to the fair fame and con-

tinued high reputation of our squadron. I shall immediately inform
the admiral of these orders. If they seem to him unnecessary, he will

annul them. But I feel that it is my duty to issue them at once
without waiting for the necessarily tardy sanction of the admiral.

I trust and believe that they will meet with his high endorsement
and approval.
Captain Richardson will give you the particulars of the mortifying

capture and destruction of the Petrel above Yazoo City on the 22d
instant. It is my opinion that the basis of the whole affair was
cotton. Its inception was corrupt, its results disastrous. I have
asked Captain Richardson to give you a full account of late events

and the condition of affairs at this place.

There is a wrecking company here, with whom the admiral has
made a contract to raise the sunken vessels in the Yazoo and other

tributaries of the Mississippi. Its representatives, Messrs. Faulke and
Weaver, have the strongest kind of protective orders from the ad-

miral. They are ready and very anxious to commence their work in

the Yazoo. I tell them that with the Petrel destroyed and the Prairie

Bird crippled it is impossible to do anything now. When you arrive

you may be able to do something for them. The Prairie Bird^s cylin-

der was badly cracked by a shot. My chief engineer has made
arrangements so that it will be temporarily repaired to-niorrow.

"V^Tien I get up to \'\Tiite River, if a gunboat can be spared in that

district, I will send one down to you. I shall proceed on up the
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river, in obedience to the admiral's order, as soon as a suitable boat

for towing the Essex comes along.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Egbert Townsend,
CoTrmmnder, V. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. ^th Dist. Miss. Squad/ron, V. S. Ironclad Benton.

P. S.—I shall order the Prairie Bird, when repaired, to lie at the

mouth of the Yazoo. I have reason to believe that there is much
smuggling of contraband goods to the enemy through that channel.

When you arrive you will give her such orders as may seem fitting to

vourself.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenani-
Gommander Ramsay, V. S. Navy, regarding repairs to the U. S.

steamers Gazelle aiid William. H. Brown.

[U. S. S.] Black IIawk,
Mouth of Black River, April 25, 186^..

Dear Eamsay : I send you the Gazelle and Brown to be fixed up.
The latter has a long list of grievances. If you can fix her up here,

please do so, and if not send her to Cairo with what she can tow. If

you conplude to keep her, send here for the carpenters' shops and you
can work all at same time ; that is, if j'ou think to advantage. Drive
on all in your power.
You will hear the news from the bearer.

Yours, truly, K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commiander, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Frank. M. Eamsat,
ComniMnding Choctaw.

The admiral's mail bag can only go by regular transport or gun-
boat

;
perhaps the B. can be fixed quicker by going to Cairo.

Letter from Major-General Sherman, TJ. S. Army, to Fleet Captain
Pennoek, TJ. S. Navy, regarding the nature of cooperation desired
of IJevtenant-Comimander Shirk, U. S. Navy.

Confidential.] Hdqrs. Mil. Drv. of the Mississippi,
Nashville, Tenn., April 25, 1864..

Dear Captain : I send you some letters for Eed Eiver, which I beg
you will send to the admiral by your next regular boat. There is no
necessity of unusual expedition.

I wish you would notify Captain Shirk that we will, in May, be
actively engaged beyond the Tennessee, and I have no doubt the
enemy will work up along the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad and try and
cross the Tennessee to attack my lines of communication. What we
want is the earliest possible notice of such movement sent to Nash-
ville and also keep my headquarters here advised where a gunboat
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could be found with which to throw men across to the west bank of
the Tennessee when necessary.
For some time McPherson's command will be running up the Ten-

nessee as far as Clifton, which is the shortest line of march to Pulaski
and Decatur. Please facilitate this movement all you can.

I am, with respect, your friend and servant,

W. T. Sherman,
Major-General, Commanding.

Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Cairo. III.

Report of Lieutenant-Ccmvmander Greer, U. S. Navy, requesting fur-
ther orders "before -proceeding from Ids station up the Mississippi
River.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, April 25, 1864.

Dear Breese: I have received an order from Townsend to go to

Vicksburg with this vessel, as he deems the presence of a regular
naval officer there essential on account of rascality that is going on.

He orders me to look out temporarily up as far as White River.
This place ought not to be left Avithout a vessel, and I will wait till

T hear from you. I have to coal, etc., which will make some delay.

If I go up I must take the tug to run about in. Please answer soon.

Captain Richardson will tell you of the loss of the Petrel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and Fourth Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander K. E. Breese,
Commanding U. S. S. Black Hawk.

P. S.—Can not the Ouachita be spared for that business. She has

the advantage of being able to run about, while this vessel is only a

fixture. This is only a suggestion, as I presume she has to be in the

Mississippi on account of her draft. A moving vessel is what is

required.
Jas. a. G.

Order of Lieutenant-Comnwmder Breese, U. S. Navy, to Liexdenant-

Commander Wilson, U. S. Navy, comnmncling U. S. S. Ouachita,

to relieve the U. S. S. Benton, of Natchez, Miss.

[U. S. S.l Black Hawk,
Black River, April £5, 1864.

Sir: Proceed without delay to Natchez and relieve the Benton,

that she may obey her orders from Captain Townsend. Inform your-

self as well as possible of affairs in that district, acting in your

cruising at your discretion.

I would impress upon you the necessity for great activity in

cruising, showing yourself as much as possible in any suspicious
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neighborhood, and withal to keep the importance of Natchez, Cole's

Creek, and Ellis Cliffs in mind.
Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Beeese,

Lieutenant-Commander^ Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Bthon Wilson,
Convmanding Ouachita.

Repo^'t of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Namy, transmitting

prize list for the capture of steamer Gillum.

Mississippi Squadron, U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth Black River, April 26, 186^..

Sir: By order of Admiral Porter I have the honor to enclose here-

with prize list of the U. S. S. Covington, for the capture of the trans-

port steamer Gillum February 26, 1864.

I have the honor to be, sir,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. E. Beeese,

, Lieutenant-Oom/mander, Comdg. U. S. S. Black Hawk.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Namj, Washington, D. G.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, TJ. S. Navy, to Brigadier-

General Tuttle, TJ. S. Army, previous to change of station from
Natchez to Vicksburg.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, April 27, 1864.

General: I have the honor to inform you that this vessel, which
has been stationed at this place since its occupation by our forces,

with the exception of a few weeks when absent on the Red River
expedition, has been ordered to Vicksburg, for which place I start

this morning. I presume there will be another vessel stationed here,

but desire to state that should, you at any time deem it advisable for
military reasons to have us here I will be very glad to hear from you
and will return if it is in my power.

I heard from Red River last evening. General Banks' army was
falling back to Alexandria, which place a portion had reached. They
have had fighting pretty much all the way. The transports are all

below the falls. I infer that the expedition has been a most miserable
failure.

With regrets, general, that I have been unable, on account of ill-

ness, to pay my respects in person.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

General Tttttt^e,

Commianding United States forces, Natchez.
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenunt-
Gorwmander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, for repairs to the U. S. S. Judge
Torrence.

Mouth Black River, April 27, [i5ff^].

Sir : If you can possibly do so, have the Judge Torrence repaired
at the mouth of Red River. If you can not have her repaired there,

please report the fact to me by the first opportunity.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Corrymander, Commanding U. S. S. Black Hawk.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay,
Com/manding U. S. S. Clwctaw.

General report of Lieutenant-CoTrinficmder Breese, U. S. Navy.

Mississippi Squadron, U. S. Ship Black Hawk,
Mouth of Black River, April 27, 186^..

Dear Sir : I send this up by the Covington, Captain Lord, who will

tell you the state of affairs above. I do not know what steps Town-
send has taken about the Petrel, but he has ordered the Benton to

Vicksburg. I ordered the Ouachita to Natchez to relieve the Benton,
and told Wilson he must keep on the alert and move about wherever
and whenever he thought proper. Foster wants a light-draft very
much to move about ; he is at Bayou Sara.
The Price has gone to Natchez for the carpenters' shops and Ram-

say is to keep her cruising. Two weeks, it is thought, will be required

to fix up the Gazelle. The Brown has gone to Cairo, towing two
empty barges. If anybody comes here to go up the Washita [Oua-
chita] I shan't let them go, as I can not give convoy, and it seems that

we will require all our force to drive off guerrillas, etc., on the

traveled routes.

I try to keep a gunboat here with me, but somehow there is always

something turns up to take her away. Yesterday I sent up the

Kenwood with General Hunter on board and to give convoy to Gen-
eral McClemand and his troops, which preceded the Kenwood some
hours.

I would like very much to have my men back from the Benefit if

they can be spared. I understand she is at Alexandria doing nothing.

Should you want to send the Choctaw up the Yazoo, she can be

spared by my going down there. I have a coal barge here for the

purpose of coaling the boats engaged convoying, to save them the

trip to the Mississippi River.

The Judge Torrence is in a very bad condition about the wheels.

I shall write Ramsay to have her repaired there if possible.

She requires entirely new frames, etc., for the wheels, and it is

reported by the survey there is danger of the wheels dropping off.*******
My boat that goes up to you from the mouth of the river takes

up ice.
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r forgot to tell you, a gorgeous pink mosquito bar is one of the

articles sent you.

KespectfuUy, etc., K. E. Bkeese,^

Lieutenarvt-Corrvmander.

Hear-Admiral David D. Portee.

Letter from Major-General Sickles, U. S. Army, to Fleet Captain

Pennock, V. S. Navy, requesting the services of a vessel to visit

principcd, places on the Western waters.

Cincinnati, Ajnil 28, I864.

I have the honor to request, if not inconvenient to the service, that

you will place at my disposal a suitable vessel to enable me to visit

the principal places on the Ohio and Mississippi and other waters in

the military and naval departments of the Southwest and South. I

shall visit Cairo after leaving Nashville. I am authorized by the

President to make this request of the naval authorities. I shall be at

Louisville to-morrow, when I hope to receive your reply.

D. Sickles,

Major-General^, V. S'. Army.
Captain A. M. Pennock.

General report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III., April 28, 1864.

Mr Dear Admiral: Detached parties of rebels are still in this

neighborhood, on the Kentucky side, stealing horses and conscripting

men. Guerrillas, said to be in force, are at work on the Kentucky
shore, above and below Shawneetown, 111. Two boats have been fired

into, and they threatened to cross over to Shawneetown and destroy

the place. I enclose a copy of a letter handed me by the mayor. We
had heard of the whereabouts of this band previous to the delivery

of the letter, and Fitch had gone to look after them. His division is

now at work within its proper limits. General Hurlbut informs me
that he.has reason to believe that the rebels are at work up the Sandy
River, preparing rafts, with guns mounted upon them, and other
means of transportation, for the purpose of crossing Tennessee River.
Captain Shirk is on the lookout for them.

I last night received a letter from General Sherman by a special

messenger, desiring me to inform Captain Shirk that he will be, in
May, actively engaged beyond the Tennessee, and that he has no
doubt the enemy will work up along the Mobile and Ohio Railroad
and try to cross the Tennessee to attack his lines of communication.
^Vhat he wants is the earliest possible notice of such a movement, and
also to be advised where gunboats can be found with which to throw
men across to the west bank of the Tennessee when necessary. He
says that for some time McPherson's command will be moving up
the Tennessee as far as Clifton, which is the shortest line of march
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to Pulaski and Decatur. He concludes by requesting me to facilitate
this movement all that I can.
McPherson's troops will be convoyed by our gunboats. Captain

Shirk informs me that it will be impossible for him to do all that is

absolutely necessary without an increase of force. I have ordered
the Elfin to report to him. The Paw Paw, rotten as she is, will have
to hold on to her station for the present. It will never do to leave
Paducah, under existing circumstances, without one or two gunboats.

I am obliged to keep the Naiad, Acting Master Keene, cruising up
the river from- Mound City, and the Nymph remains at Mound City
for the protection of that place and ready for any emergency. The
White Rose, now the Siren, being the largest of the stem-wheel boats
purchased by Mr. Gilman, I have converted, by your order, into a
temporary receiving ship. The Undine is nearly ready for service,
minus a crew. She has not more than 8 men on board.
The Tensas is stationed at Cairo at night to look out for the wharf

boat and inspection boat. These two boats I shall move to Mound
City as soon as the levee is prepared for them, which will be in a few
days, if we have fair weather.
The Winnebago is here, and I am doing all I can to get her ready

for service. Her stores are on board and she is now being coaled.
I have placed Acting Master Megathlin in temporary charge of her.
I have men enough for her, sent from the Army, but they have not
yet been mustered out of service and paid ofP, which trammels me not
a little.

The Fairy is at present cruising between New Madrid and Osceola.
The New Era was ordered by Lieutenant-Commander Pattison to
convoy the Ike Eammitt from Fort Pillow to the nearest gunboat,
which somewhat interfered with my plans. I am well satisfied that
the order was given with the best of motives. I enclose a copy of my
letter to Lieutenant-Conunander Pattison, and a copy of his answer.
The repairs to the New Era, mentioned in my letter, were speedily

made, and she returned to her station.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant F. S. Hill, whom, as I informed you
in my last letter, I had attached to the station at Mound City, received

orders from the Secretary of the Navy on the 22d, detaching him
from this squadron and ordering him to Philadelphia. I feel his

loss, as I am all alone again.

Previous to J^itch's departure from here for his station I heard
that guerrillas had possession of Hickman, and I sent him with the

Moose, Hastings, and Reindeer and a detachment of marines under
command of Lieutenant Stillman to drive them out and to bring

away such Union men as desired to leave, with their property, and
to inform the inhabitants that if the transports or any other boats

were fired upon from that place they must bear the consequences.

I enclose a copy of Fitch's report. A delegation from the Committee
on the Conduct of the War, consisting of Senator Wade of Ohio,

Representative Gooch of Massachusetts, and a secretary, arrived here

on the 22d. They were sent out to investigate the Fort Pillow affair

and to enquire into the truth of the stories of the massacre of our

troops. They examined most of the wounded soldiers who were
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brought from Fort Pillow to the Mound City hospital ; also General

Hurlbut, who is here, and (Jeneral Brayman and his staff ; also Shirk
and myself, in relation to the movements of the gunboats during For-
rest's raid into western Kentucky and Tennessee. I think Shirk and
myself made a creditable record and that the reputation of the squad-
ron in this vicinity will not suffer by the report of the committee.
After two days' investigation they found it necessary to go to

Memphis, and I ordered the Hastings to take them down. They
visited Fort Pillow, gunboat New Era, and Memphis, and returned
here this afternoon. As soon as the Hastings can coal, if nothing
further occurs in this vicinity, I will send her to White River, as I

have before mentioned. Fitch informed me that he met the New
National on his return from Fbrt Pillow and. sent you an official

report of his doings at that place and in the vicinity. I take great
pleasure in stating that General Brayman has cooperated with us to

the extent of his ability. Shirk and Fitch have been very active, and
have done all that men could do.

During their sojourn at Mound City, Messrs. "Wade and Gooch, and
Mr. Long, their secretary, stayed with Shirk and myself.

I have been very anxious to carry out your orders, and hope that
where circumstances have occurred to prevent my doing so as speedily
as possible you will approve the course I have pursued.

I have much more to say to you, but must close to send off Mr.
Burns,

^
your special messenger, with a dispatch just received from

the Secretary of the Navy, and some from General Sherman to you.
Sincerely, your friend,

A. M. Pennock.

Report of Lieuterumt-Commander Greei\ U. S. Navy, awaiting
ivstructions regarding the U. S. S. Curiev. carrijing surveying
party.

U. S. S. Benton,
Mississippi River, April 28, 1864-

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the surveying party now
on board the Cwrlew at Grand Gulf have about finished their work
there and are ready to go farther down the river. Under the cir-

cumstances I do not feel authorized to allow the Curlew to leave the
important point of Grand Gulf without a vessel and have directed
her to remain there until further orders from you.
The rebels show themselves there at times, and I am pretty sure

we would have transports fired upon were it not for the presence of
a gunboat.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Cormnanding Mississippi Squadron,
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Report of Fleet Captain Pennoch, U. S. Navy, regarding strike of
shipbuilding medunmcs at Mound City, III.

Mound City, III., April '29, I864..

Dear Admiral: As the steamer on board of which I intended to
send your special bearer of dispatches has not arrived, and when she
does come she is to be loaded with troops, I have decided to send
him down on board the Hastings. The commanding oiRcer has
orders to proceed up Red River until he meets the Black Hawk, when
he will report to Captain Breese for further instructions if you are
not present.

I was called upon some time since by a deputation of the mechanics
of this station who presented a written request that I would raise
their wages. I told them that they had made the same application to
you and that they had also made an application direct to the Secre-
tary of the Navy, which he had returned to you for your action ; that
I had no doubt they would receive such wages as were being paid at
the neighboring cities; that you had not been unmindful of their
interests; that the whole matter was subject to your decision; and
that I would in all probability hear from you as soon as you had an
opportunity and time to write to me on the subject. Shortly after-
wards I was called upon to know if I had heard from you on the
subject. I replied that time sufficient had not elapsed for me to
receive your reply, which seemed to satisfy them. About the 18th,
at 1 p. in., I received a telegram from Mound City stating that the
workmen had struck. It seemed to me as though they had selected a
time when all my energies were taxed to meet the emergencies that
were then occurring to force me to do that which I had told them
only a few days before was in your hands and would meet with proper
consideration from you.

I considered their action disrespectful to you and to myself and
expressive of a want of confidence in your sense of justice. I deter-

mined not to yield, and informed [them] that what I could not grant
before the strike I had neither the right nor the inclination to grant
afterwards, and that no action would be taken until I heard from you.
After a lapse of two or three days a few returned to work, and we

now have a respectable number of joiners, all the machinists, two or
three calkers, two or three painters, plenty of laborers, but no ship
carpenters at work.

I take great pleasure in stating that Mr. Friganza and Mr. Faulk-
ner stood by me like men, and were entirely unaware of the men's
intentions until they struck.

The foremen and quartermen, with one exception, did not strike,

but took tools in their hands and went to work.
All the mechanics who have not returned to work have been dis-

charged. I have not heard from you direct for a long time, but I
know what you have had to contend with. Breese has kept me well

posted. I feel gratified at the dispatch which the Secretary of the

Navy has sent you, and have sanguine hope that all will result well.

I telegraphed to the Secretary of the Navy that our dispatch boat

would leave on the 1st, and asked if he had any dispatches for you,

as I did not know that I could communicate with you for sometime
afterwards.
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He replied that he had no other communication for you besides

that of the 26th, which Mr. Bums takes' to you. I will send the

Nymph to you to-morrow or next day. It will weaken me, but I

can not bear the idea of detaining vessels for work on the upper

river when I know you require them and are anxious to have them

with you.
Sincerely, your friend,

A. M. Phnnock.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Lookout Valley, April ^S, 1861^.

The gunboat will be ready to leave Bridgeport to go down the

river early to-morrow morning.
Joseph Hooker,

Major-Generol.
Brigadier-General Whipple.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, transmitting

information regarding the landing of contraiband goods hy steamer
Grey Eagle, April 28, 1864.

U. S. S. Choctaw,
Off Mouth of Red River, April 30, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith the report of Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Commanding J. F. Richardson m regard to the
capture of contraband goods on the 28th instant.

The articles are now on board of this vessel.

When the Grey Eagle passed up her captain came on board and
asked if there was a gunboat near Stamp's Landing, as he had a lady
passenger who wanted to land there. I told him the Price was going
up in a feAv moments, but he could land the lady if her pass was
right.

I am confident the captain knew nothing of the articles landed, as
they were in a trunk and valise, but the Treasury aid must have
known, as it is his duty to examine all baggage.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Frank M. Ramsay,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Third District.

D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. General Price,
Mouth Red River, April 28, 186^.

Sir: I have respectfully to state that while proceeding toward
Black Hawk Point, on this river, at 2 o'clock this afternoon, a re-
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port was made to me that the steamboat Grey Eagle, which was only
a short distance ahead of us, had landed a woman, with sundry
trunks and packages, at Stamp's Landing, which we were then pass-
ing. I immediately landed the Price, and upon diligently searching
the baggage found it to contain a trunk of dry goods and medicines,
a package of 4 boxes sulphate morphine, a valise containing valuable
medicines, and cases containing 24 pairs ladies' shoes. It is claimed
by the woman (Miss Gillespie) as being her own property, she hav-
ing bought the same in New Orleans, from whence she has just
arrived per Grey Eagle.

Believing it important that you should be immediately informed
of the circumstances attending this case, I have immediately re-
turned to Eed Eiver, to place the case before you and to receive such
advice upon the subject as you may deem advisable.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. Richardson,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Corwmanding.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Third District, Mississippi Sguadron.

Instructions from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to
Lieutenant-Corrmiander Wilson, JJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Ouachita,-referring to the movement of cotton.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Hurricane Island, April 30, 186^.

Sik: I have just learned that you have arrived in this district.

I was expecting you, for I had heard from Captain Breese that you
were ordered. Will you please let me know how much coal there is

at Natchez, for I presume the Eamm/itt has left at least one barge
there.

I wrote to Captain Breese asking that the Torrence might be sent
there to look out for barges, etc. When the river falls, those on the
Louisiana side will have to be watched well that they do not get on
a shelving bank that is there and will finally have to be taken to the
other side. If our- towboats bound up can take any, get rid of them.
On my way up the river I saw one of our navy barges near Cole's

[Creek] Point tied to the bank on the Mississippi side. How it got
there I do not know. I told the Rattler to take it to Natchez ; but as
it was dark, she did not succeed in getting it out. Will you please

take it down ? When at Natchez you are likely to be troubled some
by the people asking protection to have their cotton shipped. My
rule is, if it is in the Fourth District, to afford it, if their papers are

all right and if it is perfectly convenient to do so. If below Natchez,
I refer them to the commanding officer of the boat at Ellis Cliffs or to

Captain Ramsay.
You will find Judge Hart, the Treasury agent, and Mr. Burnet, the

agent for the plantations, somewhat troublesome. They each have an
idea that cotton is the one great thing for which we live. Should you
be brought in contact with them, be on your guard. Please keep me
advised of all occurrences in this district, but should anything in your
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opinion require immediate reporting to the admiral without the for-

mality of going through the division commander, do so at once, send-

ing me a copy of report. My address will be off Vicksburg or mouth
of Yazoo River.

Please let me know the nature of your orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
James A. Geeeh,

Lieut. CoTndr., Comdg. Benton and Ifth Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Bybon Wilson,
Commanding U. S. S. Ouachita.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. S. Navy, to the master of

steamer Benefit to tow the U. S. S. Juliet to Cairo, III.

Mouth or Black River, April 30, 1864.

Sir: You will take charge of the steamer Benefit and proceed to

Cairo with her, towing the Juliet.

On your arrival at Cairo you will report to Captain A. M. Pennock,

commandant of station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

[K. R. Breese],
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Mr. T. G. Boone,
Commanding Steamer Benef-t, Mouth Blacfc River; La.

[Telegram.]

Hdqrs. Military Division of the Mississippi,

In the Field, Cluittanooga, April 30, 1864.

One gunboat is now done and three more are nearly ready. If the
admiral can send us commanders, petty officers, and engineers we can
undertake to supply here the crews. We also can supply provisions

and all material ; also guns and ammunition of army pattern. I want
the river above Mussel Shoals patrolled as soon as possible, as it will

set free one local garrison.

W. T. Sherman,
Major-General, Commanding.

Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Cairo, III.

Report of Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, regarding affairs in Tennes-
see and Kentucky.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III., May 1, 186^.

Dear Admiral: I have just received a telegram from Paducah say-
ing that the colonel commanding there has ordered all public prop-
erty at that place removed into boats preparatory to an attack. I
sent the Naiad up with Shirk, who is quite unwell, and gave him
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orders to retain her there or in that neighborhood, if he finds it abso-
lutely necessary to do so.

I believe that the object of the enemy is to try to cut off Sherman's
communication higher up the Tennessee River, and to prevent or
retard the passage of McPherson's Corps, who are moving up from
here every day.

It is considered of the greatest importance that McPherson's
troops should be pushed forward with all dispatch, and, if possible,

without interruption. I shall use all the means in my power to for-

ward this movement and to meet at the same time the constantly

occurring emergencies which we shall have as long as rebels remain
in western Kentucky and Tennessee.

General Sherman telegraphed me from Chattanooga on the 30th
that one gunboat is now done and three more are nearly ready, and
that if you can send him commanders, petty officers, and engineers he
will undertake to supply the crews, provisions, and all material ; also

guns and ammunition of army pattern. He adds that he wants the

river above Mussel Shoals patrolled as soon as possible, as it will

set free one local garrison.

I have telegraphed to Fitch telling him to go ahead with your in-

structions, and that I will give him any assistance he may require.

The rebels in Kentucky and Tennessee have been strongly rein-

forced, I doubt not, but the exact location of their main body is very

doubtful. Of course, we are dependent upon army scouts for this

kind of information. I do not intend to allow vague rumors or

reports to influence my actions.

I have just received a letter from the captain of the Fcdry inform-

ing me that his engines are becoming daily more and more out of

line, and the steam pipe connected with his doctor engine is actually

unsafe.

I shall order him to this place for repairs, and have them done as

speedily as possible. I consider her services more important from

Columbus up to the Tennessee than where she now is, which was only

a temporary arrangement to meet the emergency that occurred.

The guerrillas a're getting thick between here and Paducah, and

Shirk and myself both thinlt that it will soon be necessary to convoy

the boats carrying troops and Government stores from here to

Paducah.
Sincerely, your friend, A. M. Pennock.

p. S. 3 p. m.—I have just received a dispatch from Padiicah say-

ing that a flag of truce was sent to the fort there at 12 o'clock to-day.

A. M. P.

Refort of Lieutenant-Comnnander Pattison, TJ . S. Navy, commanding
naval station at Memphis, Tenn.

U. S. Naval Station,
Memphis, Tenn., May 1, 186^.

Sir : Since my last report there have been three carpenters and one

blacksmith employed at this station working upon the ram Avenger

and fitting up an ice house. The repairs on the Avenx/er were com-

pleted last night and she has been dispatched to Red River.
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The Wilson has arrived here witK a large tow of cotton and will

proceed to Cairo this day at noon.
The greater part of the ammunition belonging to the Tuscumbia,

stored in the yard, has been sent to Fort Pickering and placed in the

magazine of the fort for safe-keeping; \he balance will be sent as

soon as transportation can be procured.

There are remaining on hand about 15,000 bushels of coal at this

station.

Yesterday a large force of cavalry and mounted infantry left this

place in search of the rebel general, Forrest.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

T. Pattison,

Lieutenant-Commandei*, Commanding Na/val Station.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Convmander Gre^r, TJ. S. Navy, referring' to the

.destruction of the V. S. S. Petrel at Yazoo City.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Vicksburg, May 2, 1864.

Sir : T, have the honor to inform you that in obedience to instruc-

tions from Commander Townsend I came to this place and have been
having an eye to matters here.

It is pretty reliably ascertained that the Petrel was burned by the
rebels at Yazoo City after they had removed her guns and stores.

The guns, it is said, have been taken to Canton, Miss. Why I can
not understand, unless to have them in a place where they will be
more safe until they can fix field carriages for them.

General Slocum has arrived and taken command and seems to be
of a different style from the cotton-loving generals. He has with-
drawn the troops from the Yazoo, where they were only protecting
cotton speculators.

A force of some size will leave this in two days to occupj^ the rebel
cavalry in this State, while an expedition from Memphis will go after
Forrest.

General Slocum was desirOus of having two boats go up the Yazoo
to make a feint with one or two transports, but I told him I could
not do it, and especially as the force to spare was not in my hands.
I do not think there is any particular necessity for this part of the
program. As a large portion of the garrison will go on the expedi-
tion I shall remain here unless called away by something important.
There are rumors of a battery at or near Perkins' plantation. I

have directed the Curlew to see after it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and Ifth Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Order of Lieutenant-Cormnander Greer, TJ. S. Navy, to Acting En-
sign Ghanibera, TJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Prairie Bird,
regarding blockade duty at the mouth of Yazoo River.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Vickshurg, May 2, 186J^.

Sir: You will, until further orders, remain at the mouth of the

Yazoo with the Prairie Bird. You will permit no vessel to go into

that stream for the purpose of trade. In fact, for no other purpose
than to land at the military posts and on service immediately con-

nected with the army. You will require from the commanders of

boats going up the Yazoo a certificate to this effect

:

I, , master of tbe steamboat , do certify on honor that I will

land this boat at no point on the Yazoo River unless at a military post, or
while under the protection of a gunboat ; also that the boat is in the exclusive
employ of the Government.

Should a boat violate this promise, you will, if you have positive

information of it, seize her and make report in full to Lieutenant-

Commander Phelps, now in command from Vicksburg up. Be cour-

teous in your dealings with these men, but firm. This order does not
refer to the Marine Brigade or to boats loaded with troops going on
an expedition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and Jfth Diet. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Ensign J. W. Chambers,
Commanding V. S. S. Prairie Bird.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, TJ. S. Navy, to the captain

of steamer S. C. Baker, regarding duty for that vessel.

Mouth Red River, May 2, [^186Jf\.

Sir: You will proceed to Cairo, taking with you all the empty
barges at this place and on the way up that you can tow. On your

arrival, you will report to Captain A. M, Pennock, fleet captain and
commandant of station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Captain Hallidat,
Commxmding Steamer S. C. Baker, Mouth Red River, La.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, TJ. S. Navy, to the captain

of steamer Ike Ham/mitt, regarding duty for that vessel.

Mouth Red River, La., May 2, {186If'\.

Sir : You will take in tow the barge of cotton and empty barges

which will be delivered to you and proceed without delay to Cairo,
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111. On your arrival at that place, you will report to Captain A. M.
Pennock, commandant of station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Bbeese,
Lieutenant-Comrrumder, Com/manding.

Captain Boyd,
Steamer Ihe HaTwrmtt, Mouth Red River, La.

Letter from, Lieuterumt-Corrmiander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Fleet

Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, regarding captured cotton.

Mouth Red River, May £, [1864.'].

Sir: I send up by the lice Haonmitt a barge loaded with cotton, be-

ing a portion of that captured on the Red and Ouachita Rivers. I

do not know the number of bales contained in the barge, not having
the account in my possession.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lteutenant-Gom/mander. Commanding.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Com/mandant Naval Station, Cairo, III.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
iinteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. ram
Avenger.

Mouth Red River, May 3, [iSff^].

Sir : You will proceed with the coal barges in tow to the mouth of
Black River and remain there until further orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding V. 8. S. Black Hawk.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Chas. A. Wright,
Cormnanding Ram Avenger.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant Dominy, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Gen-
eral Bragg to proceed to duty at Tunica Bend.

Mouth Red River, May 3, XlSGl^]

.

Sir: Proceed to Tunica Bend with your vessel, where you will re-
main until further orders. Report your arrival to Captain Foster by
first boat going down. Exercise all your vigilance in regard to
guerrilla parties and such else as may be of advantage to us.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Lieutenant-Commander, Comm<mding TJ . S. S. Black JSawk.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. Dominy,

Commanding General Bragg.
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. S. Navy, to Lientenant-
Commander Wilson, V. S. Navy, commanding U'. S. S. Ouachita,
regarding repairs to that vessel.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth Bed River, May 3 [186J^].

Sir: You will remain at Natchez and will send up an engineer
officer with requisitions for a shaft and for whatever else you may
require to complete all necessary repairs as soon as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Bresese,

Lieutenant-Com/mander, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson,
Commanding V. S. S. Ouachita, off Natchez, Miss.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Bat-
tler, enjoining care of the wreck of the Indianola.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Vickslurg, May 3, 1864.

Sir: Your letter of the 2d instant, with usual reports, etc., is re-

ceived. From the accounts of the condition of the rivers above, I
would not be surprised if you had water enough to get the Indianola
oflF. I believe you need about 6 feet more rise from to-day. I will

try and be down to you about the right time, as our force may be of
some assistance. In regard to going to the assistance of threatened
military posts, you must ever bear in mind that the protection and
care of the Indianola is your especial duty. I have no doubt the
forces have been scattered about to protect the cotton speculators,

and that they have done so with the expectation that you would be
ever ready to answer their call. I wish you would undeceive the
officers in command of the troops. I have long since learned that
the class of troops now in your neighborhood are not to be relied

upon at all, and that they are very easily frightened. If you can at

any time do any damage to the enemy, always having an eye to the
Indianola, do so.

You can permit steamers to land at military posts in case of emer-
gency, and solely on duty connected with them. Will you let me
know the number of soldiers at each of the detached posts and why
they are there. I will call the attention of the new commander here
(General Slocum) to it. He is, I think, a different man from many
of our cotton-loving generals.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and J^th Dist. Miss. Sq^iadron^

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James Laning,
Commanding V. S. S. Rattler.



284 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTEEN WATERS.

Report of F. H. Gerdes, V. S. Goast Survey, referrirt,g to detailed

reconnoisxance in the Mississippi River from Rodney to Point
Pleasant.

[U. S. S.] CtJELBW,
Grand Gulf, May 3, 186^-

Admirai. ; I have not received from you a reply to my last two let-

ters of April 5 and 15, but perhaps you never got them and they were
miscarried. I repeat, therefore, by to-day's packet, that I have done
here all that can be done, and that I have employed my time since I
finished the topographic and hydrographic sheet of Grand Gulf in

making a detailed reconnoissance of the Mississippi River from Rod-
ney upward to Point Pleasant (near Jeff. Davis's plantation). This
reconnoissance is quite reliable, and, if extended, I think would be
very useful to you and your division commanders, as it contains a
very close sketch of the topography, on both sides, of all the houses,

names, water courses, and landings, with indication of roads, etc.

Of course, the bearings were all taken by surveyor's compass only,

but I guarantee a reasonable correctness and near approximation to
reality. 1 would like to have the same extended down to Waterproof
and upward, more toward Vicksburg, but Captain Greer desires the
Curlew not to leave here for more than a couple of hours at a time,
and for this reason I have to discontinue.

If you can possibly relieve me from this station I should be very
glad. I feel anxious to finish the commenced work at Cairo, and in
all probability the points there will soon be lost and with them much
of the labor of last winter. Besides, it will require nearly the re-
mainder of the season to complete that map. I hope you may be
able to let me keep the Curlew.

I have made copies of all my work for you, and beg you to direct
me either to keep them for you or where to send them. Will you
also permit me to forward my originals of Grand Gulf to Washing-
ton, or shall I send pro tem only copies to the superintendent and
keep the originals for your inspection ?

Most respectfully, your very obedient servant,

F. H. Gerdes,
Assistant, V. S. Coast Survey.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding V. S. Mississippi Fleet, mouth of Red River.

General report of Fleet Captain Pennoch, U. S. Navy.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III, April [May] \, 186^.

Dear Admiral: I received this morning your letter of April 23.
I well understand the trying situation in which you are placed but
know that you are equal to it and have an abiding faith that all' will
yet end well. The dispatch from the Secretary of the 26th ultimo
settles the fact that neither Banks' nor Smith's forces are to be with-
drawn from the river. Fearing that the dispatch sent by Mr. Burns
may not have reached you I send a duplicate.
Dunn will start in the Roll in the morning with a large amount

of money and I have thought it prudent to send the Naiad in com-
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pany, as it is reported that boats are being fired upon all along below
Memphis.
The Naiad will report to Breese at the mouth of Red River. No

new gunboats have come from Cincinnati since my last report. I

informed you on the 1st that a flag of truce had been sent into Padu-
cah. That night Shirk telegraphed me that if the enemy attacked

it would be in force. He urged the necessity of having a gunboat
there that had long-range guns on board.

Fortunately the repairs on the Hastings were completed and I sent

her up to him that night. Troops also went up from here. If the

rebels intended to make the attack, they thought that discretion was
the better part of valor and did not do so.

I do not think that a garrison will again be put in Fort Pillow.

The Vindicator has not yet arrived. As soon as she comes I will

hurry her along.

Breese writes me that there are plenty of provisions at Red River,

and not to send any more until he lets me know.
As soon as I heard that you had detained the towboats below I

ordered Boggs to charter the very best he could find. Three boats

have recently left here, towing five barges each for Red River.

We are still pushing up McPherson's corps, and all the boats have

to be convoyed.
The Fairy has arrived, and I will keep her here, in accordance

with your instructions.

I received a telegram from Major-General Sickles a few days ago,

of which the enclosed is a copy. I also enclose a copy of my answer.

Sincerely, your friend,

A. M. Pennock.

P. S.—^Paymaster Davis has been ordered out here to relieve Pay-

master May, and as May had no idea that it was contemplated to

relieve him, Dunn and Gilman think that they also may be relieved

when they least expect it. They desire to remain on this station as

long as vou command it,^
A. M. P.

Report of Lievtenant-Corrmmnder Selfridge, U. S. IJavy^ commanding
U. S. S. Osage, regarding captured cotton.

U. S. S. Osage, May 4, 186i.

Sik: Having kept no memorandum of the cotton captured down
the nver, I am unable to answer your enquiry.

To the best of my recollection we brought up on the Ouachita about

620 bales, the Lexington about 350 bales, the Gazelle about 85 bales.

The amounts taken from the different plantations were entered

upon the log book of the Ouachita.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Selfridge,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Lieutenant-Gonvmander Smith, TJ. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. S. Chillicothe, regarding captured cotton.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,
Aiove Alexandria Falls, La., May 4-, 1864..

Sir : AH the cotton taken on board this vessel while under the com-
mand of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. P. Couthouy, as shown in
the log book, and in which statement several officers questioned agree,

amounted to 7 bales in all, 5 of which were received from Point
Breeze, La., opposite to Fort Adams, Miss., on February 4, 1864, and
2 more from the same place on February 6, 1864.

Nothing is known on board the vessel, as far as I have been able to

ascertain, of the 14 bales of cotton referred to in your letter of the
3d instant as having been captured from a Mrs. Howell, about 11
miles, as you informed me, above Alexandria, La. On the 9th of
April, 1864, two days after going above Grand Ecore, La., this vessel,

under my command, captured 11 bales of cotton at a place that was
deserted on the left bank of this river, no persons, white or black,
being in view, and the houses somewhat damaged.

Very respectfully,

Watson Smith,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gommanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Alexandria, La.

Letter from Major-Geneial Sherman, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-
Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding transportation of ma-
terials for construction of gunboats at Bridgeport.

Hdqrs. Military Division of the Mississippi,
In the Field, Chattanooga, Tenn.,

May 6, 1S64.

The railroad from Nashville to Bridgeport will carry anything
needed for the gimboats with dispatch. Let the officer chargeii with
the business apply to Colonel Donaldson, chief quartermaster, at
Nashville. Spare weight and bulk as much as possible, as our rail-
road is taxed to its utmost capacity.

W. T. Sherman,
Major-General, Comjnanding.

Captain Le Eoy Fitch,
Gincinnati, Ohio.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennoch, U. S. Navy, referring to dispatch
forwarded to the Department, and movemerds of TJ . S. steamers.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, III., May 6, 1864.

Dear Admiral: Mr. Heap arrived last night and left for Wash-
mgton in the early train this morning. He left a lengthy dispatch
for the Secretary of the Navy, which he said you ordered him to write,
and left it for me to forward, which I did thisjnorniug.
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Phelps has taken the Hastings, and the Kenwood will return to-

night, as ordered by Breese.

To enable Shirk to accomplish the convoy of the Seventeenth Army
Corps and keep at the same time two gunboats at Padueah, it may be
necessary to send the Undine to report to him temporarily. I write
in haste.

Sincerely, your friend, A. M. Pennock.

Order of Lieutenant Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Pilot Birch.,

commanding V. S. S. General Lyon, to proceed with dispatch to

Cairo, III.

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, May 6, 186Jf.

Sir : You will proceed with all dispatch to Cairo, 111., carrying the

guard flag forward and stopping at the vessels of the squadron simply
to communicate with them, and in no case must you be delayed over
five minutes, as it is of the greatest importance you should reach Cairo
as soon as possible. Should any officers be inclined to stop you longer,

show them this order and report the delay to me hereafter.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,

, Lieutenant-Commander^ Convmanding.
Pilot R. E. Birch,

COTnmandi'thg General Lyon.

Order of Commodore Hull, V. S. Navy, to Engineer Missimer, U. S.

Navy, to take the U. S. S. Chickasaiu to Cairo, HI.

St. Louis, Mo., May 7, 186^.

Sir: At the request of Chief Engineer King you will proceed in

the gunboat Chickasaw to Cairo, keeping a log of the passage, and

after she has been delivered to the commanding officer there you will

return to your duty at St. Louis.

Very respectfully, J. B. Hull,
Com,modore, Superintending.

Second Assistant Engineer H. Missimer, IJ. S. Navy,
St. Louis.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding

conditions observed in expedition from Vicksiurg to Cairo.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Cairo, HI, May 7, 1861

Sir : On the way up in the Kenwood I gave directions stopping gun-

boats from entering the Yazoo or Arkansas rivers, and also prevent-

ing cotton and trading boats from going up the former. It appears
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that army boats are required to go up to the force at Snyder's Bluff.

I shall be down there in a day or two. From Vicksburg here there

was no enemy along the river itself. At Memphis a force had been

mounted, taking all the horses to be found, and sent out after Forrest,

and Captain Pattison told me that it was reported to have been de-

feated. The Winnebago is here ready, except in the matter of crew,

for service. I should much like to have her somewhere within my
control, so as to be able to bring her to bear in the event of further

demonstrations along the river, and if you should need her to clear

out the river below you I could run down in her and vent some of the

iU will I owe the enemy there on account of the fight after blowing
up the Eastport. She is not a vessel one would like to have much to

do with, save when in a fight, where I think she would do good
service.

General Steele has been driven back upon Little Eock and has
met with some loss, more especially in the way of wagons. I think
the rebels are now well supplied with a train.

There are in the river from here to Vicksburg the following ves-

sels only, viz: Fort Pillow, New Era; Memphis, Essex and Silver
Clmkd^hoHh repairing; White River and Arkansas, Queen City, Fawn.
and Naumkeag; mouth of White Eiver, Tyler; Gaines Landing,
Romeo; Skipwith's Landing, Exchange; Yazoo, Prairie Bird. I
shall go down with [the] Hastings. It appears that there are no
vessels .here preparing that can be added to this slender list. I have
little to report in regard to the vessels. We hurried up with the
Kenwood not to delay Mr. Heap. I am told that the Fort Pillow
committee went back to Washington violently anti-Banks and
strongly pro-Navy.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Portek, U. S. Navy,
Corwmandiiig Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commxind^r Breese, V. S. Navy., to Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant Richardson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
General Price, to guard against gueTrillas at Tunica Bend, La.

TJ. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mouth of Bed Eiver, May 8, I864.

Sir : Proceed to Tunica Bend and with your vessel guard that por-
tion of the river against the depredations of the guerrillas. It is

reported there is a 3-inch rifle piece, recently captured from our
array, in that vicinity and that it is brought to the bank and fired into
passing boats.

Respectfully, etc., K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Com/manding.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. F. Richardson,
Cosnvmanding General Price.
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Order of Lieutenant-Corivmander Breese, U. S. Navy, to captcdn of
steamer Meteor, regarding transmission of document to commiand-
ing general at New Orleans.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth of Red River, May 9, [1864.].

SiK : Proceed without delay to Port Hudson, hand the accompany-
ing document to the commanding officer, who will return you its

contents, which you will, with all dispatch, hand to the commanding
feneral at New Orleans, after reporting your arrival to Commodore
'aimer. Should Commodore Palmer keep your vessel at New

Orleans, ask him to please send our pilot up by first opportunity.

Respectfully, etc.,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Commanding Officer or Meteor.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to commanding
officer at Port Hudson, forwarding dispatches.

U. S. S. [Black Hawk],
M<mth Red River, May 9, {186Jf].

Sir : The following dispatches have just been received and are very

important, ^nd I therefore trust you to telegraph them to New
Orleans and to hand them back to the bearer to take to New Orleans.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,

Lieutenant-Commander, Conumanding V. S. S. Black Hawh.

Commanding Officer,
Port Hudson.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to commanding

officer at New Orleans, forwarding dispatches from Major-General

Banks, V. S. Army.
U. S. S. [Black Hawk],

Mouth Red River, May 9, [1864].

Sir: I enclose herewith dispatches just received from General

Banks.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding V. S. S. Black Hawk.

Commanding Officer,
New Orleans.

I have not time to write, and have requested Commodore Palmer,

I having written to him, to inform you of the situation of afiairs.

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander.
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Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. S. Navy, to com-

manding general at New Orleans, forwarding dispatch from

Major-General Banks, V. S. Army.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth Red River, May 9, [186^'\.

Sir: The following dispatch has been received from General

Banks, to be sent to Cairo, 111.

:

No. 2.]

Astor. goods very immediately relieved ninth dam eighth she may the wed-

lock Sheffields sup' cherub against Berlin there the completed hang barb,er up

crowd be and shall the time very hard for we instant will to.

OONWAT.
Major EcKEET,

Washington, D. C.

Very respectfully,
[K. K. Breesb],

Lieutenant-Commander, V. S. Navy, Commanding.

Commanding General,
New Orleans, La.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, regarding transfer of
Government property from, Cairo to Mound City, III.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Mound City, III., May 9, I864..

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have this day moved
the naval wharf boat and the inspection boat Abraham, from Cairo,

111., to this place, in obedience to orders from the admiral. Nearly
all the Government property has now been concentrated at this

place.

The arrangement for the mail will, for the present, remain as

heretofore.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, May 9, 186If.

The Chickasaw left for Cairo yesterday morning.
J. B. Hull,

Commodore, Superintending.
Captain A. M. Pennock,

Fleet Captain, etc., Cairo,
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Greer, V. S. Navy, to proceed to Fort Adams, Miss.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Blade Hawk, Mouth of Red River, May 10, I864.

Dear Greer : The admiral wants you to go to Fort Adams and lay
there until he can get the Neosho up to relieve you.
Grant has licked Lee out of his boots, so rumor says. Nothing

official, and I am too glad to get the admiral back, though sick.

Yours, truly,

Breese.
The captain of Champion will explain affairs.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Major
Boatright, U. S. Army, regarding recruiting station at mouth of
Red River.

Mississippi Squadron, U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Off Mouth Red River, La., May 10, 186^.

Sir: I regret that you should have established yourself on shore
at this place, and that you did not receive the message I sent you
to prevent such a course of proceeding. You will, immediately on
the receipt of this, strike your tent and hold yourself in readiness to
leave.

I will send you across the river above or below Red River and
give you such protection as I can, but as it would be but nominal,
I should not advise it.

Please state to your commanding officer my regret at not being
able to permit you to open a recruiting station here. This place is

the principal recruiting station for the Navy, and we do not get
sufficient for our wants. It is also our principal depot for coal and
stores. The workshops, etc., of the fleet are here, thus presenting
sufficient attractions to the rebels without the addition of your
party ; and from the very reduced state of the squadron at this point,

I find I have already enough on my hands to look out for.

Regretting that I am unable to forward the views of General
Thomas, and with the request that you will inform him of the above,

and that the matter will be referred by me to Rear-Admiral Porter,

I remain,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

[K. R. Breese],
Lieutenxint-Commander, Commanding.

Major W. W. Boatright, U. S. Army.

Order of Lieutenant-Cormnander Breese, U. S. Nwoy, to Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Richardson, U. S. Navy, comm/mding U. S. S.

General Price, calling attention to orders.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth of Red River, May 10, [186}^\.

Sir : I learn with surprise that you are not on the Mississippi proper
near Tunica Bend, as my instructions to you ordered j'ou should be.
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I wish you to bear in mind the necessity of carrying out my orders,

and let nothing divert you to side enterprises that will take you away
from the locality where artillery may be brought in.

Respectfully, etc.,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Gom/manding.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. F. Richardson,
Commanding General Price.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, regarding the course

pursued hy Mm in cotton transactions and transmitting newspaper
clipping containing accusations against him.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cricket,

Off Alexandria, La., May 11, 186^.

Sir: I came across the enclosed article in a Western paper, and
although I am not in the habit of noticing newspaper paragraphs,
I deemed this one of sufficient importance to justify me in making
an explanation to the Department, the reflections on me coming from
the highest legislative body in the land, whose good opinion I am
unwilling to forfeit. Fortunately neither my name, nor that of any
officer under my command, has ever been connected with cotton, which
has led so many men astray from their duties, nor do I think it ever
will be. ^Vhen I came into this river the rebels commenced burning
cotton, as they always have done when our forces have appeared, and
I ordered all cotton found lying along the banks of the river to be
taken charge of, to be sent to Cairo for adjudication when it was the
property of the rebel Government or its officers, and to be receipted
for when the property of private individuals. When private indi-
viduals (loyal) made objections to the cotton being taken, saying that
they had no fear of its being molested, it was not troubled, and was
generally burned.

In all cases where persons came to me with claims, I either de-
livered the cotton to them or gave them receipts for it, instructing
them how to get it in Cairo without being put to the expense even of
transportation.

Applications were daily made to me to take possession of cotton,
the parties being willing to abandon it to the Navy, all of which
applications I declined acceding to, not intending to have anything
to do with matters of a private nature, and not having the means of
transportation. On my arrival here I found a storehouse filled with
C. S. A. cotton, among which were three lots (formerly rebel cotton,
evidently) claimed by private individuals. Wlien satisfied that they
had paid for the cotton, I returned it to them, or gave them the
necessary document to enable them to get it. In all cases the fairest
dealings have existed toward all persons, which everyone here inter-
ested will acknowledge, and if some of those concerned may have to
go to Cairo to secure their rights, they are well satisfied to have
escaped from the indiscriminate seizure which was made by the Army.
I deemed that I had a right to take all rebel Government cotton, or
that of persons in arms against the Union, for this is truly an enemy's
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country in every sense of the word, and to have left the means of
carrying on war in their hands would have been anything but
patriotic.

When the army came here, I gave an order to touch no more cot-

ton, and to respect the rights of every individual, considering it

nothing but right that everyone should trade with their own prop-
erty in accordance with the President's proclamation (excepting the

rebel Government and its aiders and abettors) ; besides, I have more
important matters to attwid to, and have no desire to have my name
associated with complaints which daily reach my ears.

T have no fear that the Department will ever doubt the propriety

of my course, but make these explanations that Members of the Senate,

amongst whom I have some friends whose good opinion I highly

value, may understand my tiiie position. I would not walk ten steps

out of the way of my duty for all the cotton in the South, and am
happy to say that I have never been afflicted with the mania, which
has led some prominent men astray from more important duties.

Great injustice has been done to many parties here, but with that

I have nothing to do, and hope that my name may never be asso-

ciated with these transactions.

I am happy to say that not one instance occurred since we entered

this river where officer or man failed to respect private rights. They
never entered a house without orders or took so much as an egg with-

out permission of the owner, and paying for it, all of which is required

by general orders.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Adrmral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Enclosure—Newspaper clipping.]

The Red River affair in the Seriate.

In a report of the "sayings and doings" in the United States

Senate on April 29 we find the following:

Mr. [John B.] Henderson offered a joint resolution to provide for

the printing of the report of the commission, of which Maior-General

McDowell was president, to examine into cotton speculations and

frauds on the part of officers in the W^est.

A modification of Mr. [James W.] Grimes, requesting the Secre-

tan^ of War to transmit the report, was accepted.

On motion of Mr. [James H.] Lane, of Kansas, the words " if not

incompatible with the public interests" were added.

An amendment of Mr. Grimes, requesting all information touch-

ing the persons supposed to be implicated in the report, was adopted.

Messrs. [Henry] Wilson, [William P.] Fessenden, and others

thought the resolution had best not be adopted now.

Mr. Henderson said information on the subject was desired now,

as it would bear on the bill pending before this body and this was

the only authentic way to obtain it. He had read letters the last three

days from Bed River, saying that our defeat there was on account
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of speculations. The cavalry in advance on that occasion, 3,000 men,
had 200 wagons, which became entangled and confused and brought
on disaster.

Mr. Wilson wanted to know if the Senator charged the Red River
expedition was undertaken for the purpose of gathering cotton.

Mr. Henderson said no such thing ; he merely wished to know what
this brigade of cavalry wanted with 265 wagons and mules. It was
to gather up the products of the country.
Mr. [John] Conness stated, on what he considered the highest au-

thority, that these wagons were part of the regular train of the army
and, whatever might have been the defect of generalship which
brought them there, the statement that they were intended to bring
in cotton was not correct.

Mr. Henderson made no charges himself, but it was singular that
the disaster had followed the statement indicated by the newspaper
writers. He read a letter from Grand Ecore, dated four days before
the battle, alleging a conflict of authority between General Banks and
Admiral Porter, and stating that the latter was seizing cotton on land
as naval prizes, and predicting disaster.

Mr. Conness denounced the statement read as a cruel and base
slander on Admiral Porter, which he had the highest authority for
denying.
The resolution, as amended, was adopted.

letter from Hon. John Conness to Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Kavy, defending the
reputation of the latter.

Washington, May 31, 1864.

Dear Sie: Your letter of May 11 came duly, but until now I had
not time to acknowledge its receipt.

I had been favored with access to a confidential letter to the Navy
Department, written by you shortly after the fatal result of General
Banks' expedition to the Red River, and I knew that so brave a man
and so distinguished an officer as yourself could not have degraded
himself for paltry gain.

That your reputation should liave been brought in question upon
the mere statement of a news correspondent, only shows how little the
highest reputation is worth in a period of such demorally.ation as
the one we are unfortunately in.

I but followed a plain instinct in the few words said by me in your
defense, but the antidote was equal to the case, and except a restate-
ment in the Missouri Democrat of the slander, I have not heard of it
since. Be assured, my dear sir, that though unknown to you, your
reputation as one of the noblest of the national defenders is as dear
to me as the apple of my eye.

Wishing you long life, and still accumulating honors,
I am, dear sir, your obedient servant,

-r, . T . , T. ^ _ John Conness.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,

U. S. Missisfiippi Sguadron.
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Report of Lieutenwnt-Gommiander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding prog-
ress on vessels under construction for the Army ai Bridgeport,
Tennessee River.

U. S. Naval Rendezvous,
Cincinnati, Ohio, May 11, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the boats building at Bridge-
port are progressing very slowly, not near so fast as desirable. The
great delays seem to have been the want of material and workmen.
The iron for the plating, also, has not been furnished by the Army
as fast as desired ; in fact, I could not get much satisfaction in regard
to the iron till I saw General Allen at Louisville; from him I got
an order to cover everything, even to the outfit. His order was to

purchase whatever was needed here or elsewhere, and send the bills

to his office at Louisville for payment.
I have contracted with Messrs. Swift & Co., of this place, for the

iron, part of it, one lot, will be delivered this week.
There are no ironworkers at Bridgeport, nor tools for cutting and

fitting the iron. I will therefore take over with me the ironworkers
from nere, and their tools, after they have finished the two boats now
being fitted at this place, which I think will be in about eight or ten
days. I hope to have two of the Tennessee boats in commission in

about two weeks. Three of the boats are in the water, two have been
on trial trips to try the machinery, the fourth will be launched in a
few days. -For the other two, to complete the six, I will have to take

a couple of the stern-wheel transports.

Captain Edwards, who has had the construction of the boats, and
in charge of the work, does not wish to do any more than merely fit

the boats as transports and then turn them over to us for completion

as gunboats. I will therefore take total charge of them at once. He
will, of course, or rather General Allen, furnish us with material and
workmen to go on with the work.

The outfits I have already ordered; they will be ready this week
and shipped by rail direct; the guns I will send over in a few days.

General Sherman has directed the quartermasters at Louisville

and Nashville to furnish the most speedy transportation possible,

and I will hurry up matters.

Captain Pennock at Cairo is rendering me all assistance in getting

the guns ready for shipment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commiander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Lieuten-

ant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, stating suspicions regarding

speculation in cotton.

Confidential.] U. S. S. Benton,

Of Vichslurg, May 11, 1864.

Sir : The order which I gave the Prairie Bird, and which you in

our conversation on the subject approved, in regard to not allowing
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any trading vessels to go up the Yazoo, is stirring the cotton specu-

lators up very much. I feel convinced from what I can hear

(although I can get hold of nothing tanmble) that some of our

light-draft gunboat commanders are not free from corruption. I

make no charge against any one, but think they need watching, hence

this letter. If you could take a run down to this place I think you
would be able to see for yourself. I leave for Natchez this afternoon.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greek,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and ^th Dist. Miss. Sqvadron.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,
Commanding Fifth District, etc., Mississippi Squadron.

[Eadorsement.]

Respectfully referred to Admiral Porter. It was a suspicion with-

out proof of the contents of this note that led me, when I turned
back from White River to take the Winnebago to Red River, to

direct Captain Prichett to run down as far as Vicksburg and see what
was going on. I have received no report from Captain Prichett and
learn that he has gone away. The presumption is that he learned
nothing, as I miglit have anticipated* would happen in sending him
on such duty. This letter is confidential, but not in the sense that

precludes my sending it to you for your private information, and as

an aid to you in directing the affairs of the fleet.

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-CommMnder.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, May 11, 186^.

(Received Washington 12:30 a. m., 12th.)

Major-General Canby left for Red River at 1 : 30 o'clock to-day on
board the fastest of our naval dispatch boats.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from. Major-General CarAy, TJ. S. Army, to Lieuienant-
Conmiander Prichett, V. S. Navy, desiring information regarding
obstructions to navigation by the enemy in White River.

Hdqrs. Military Division of West Mississippi,
On board dispatch boat Wilson, May 12, 1864.

Sir: Will you do me the favor to communicate to General Wash-
burn, commanding at Memphis, and to General Buford, at Helena,
any information that you obtain in relation to movements of the
enemy that have for their object the obstruction of the navigation
of White River or the interruption of General Steele's communica-
tions with the Mississippi. Please advise bearers of dispatches or
other persons having charge that all official communications from
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the Department of Arkansas for Major-General Sherman or for me
be forwarded to the care of the commanding officer at Vicksburg,
Miss.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ed. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Captain Pkichett, U. S. Navy,
Commanding District, etc., mouth of Red Ri/oer.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennack, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master Fits-
pat-rick, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Chickasaw, regarding
the 'first duty for that vessel.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Mound- City, III., May 12, 186^.

Sir: You will proceed down the river with all dispatch with the
vessel under your command and report to Lieutenant-Commander
K. R. Breese, commanding U. S. S. Black Hawk, at or near the
mouth of Red River, who will give you further instructions, he
having them from the admiral.

It is of the utmost importance that the above instructions be car-

ried out to the letter and without a moment's delay.

You will.so inform all commanding officers who may stop you, and
will tell them that your orders are on no account to be interfered

with.

On the way down you will carry the guard flag.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandarvt of Station.

Acting Master James Fitzpatrick, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. S. Chickasaw, Mound City, III.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, V. S. Navy, to Acting En-
sign CNeill, U. S. Navy, calling attention to infringement of
general orders.

U. S. S. Benton,
Mississippi River, May 12, 1864-

Sir: I understand you have been permitting a citizen to stay on

board your vessel. If so, you wiU please inform me why you have
acted contrary to the admiral's instructions as well as mine. Allow
no citizen to go on board your vessel.

I have been informed that the steamer Robert Emmet has been

lying near the mouth of Bayou Pierre, trading, etc., for several days.

Why is this? The law is explicit. No boat can land unless under
the guns of a gunboat. Read your general orders. I have not yet

received your reports of deaths and punishments.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Ensign H. B. O'Neill,
CoTn/mandina U. S. S. Curlew.
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting
Ensign C'hanibers, JJ. 8. Navy, granting fermission for steamer
Cheek to proceed up the Yazoo River.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth of Red Riv^r, May 13, [i5<?^].

Sir : If, upon the information you have, you deem that the steam-
boat Clieeli can safely pass up the Yazoo River, not to go beyond our
forces on shore or the Marine Brigade afloat, you can pass her with-
out cargo of any kind, unless in the meantime (that is, since Captain
Greer left) you should have received instructions to the contrary
from Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, commanding the district, in

which case this pass is null and void.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lievtenant-Comm,ander, Convmanding.

Acting Ensign J. W. Chambers,
Commanding Prairie Bird.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant Richardson, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Gener.al Price.

U. S. [S. Bi^ckHawk],
Mouth of Red River, May 13, [186Ji.'].

Sir: The Gazelle will relieve you and you [will] come up along-
side the blacksmith shop immediately and complete your repairs.
Inform Captain Thatcher of what is going on in your neighborhood.
Your absence from your station as explamed is perfectly and most
satisfactory.

Respectfully, etc., K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant- Corrmvander, Convmanding.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. F. Richardson,
Commanding General Price.

Letter from T. J. Edwards to the Secretary of tlie Navy, regarding
seizure of cotton from loyal citizens of Louisiana.

New Orleans, La., May H, 186^.
Sir: Some weeks ago, immediately after the capture of Fort De

Russy, on Red River, I wrote to Admiral Porter in regard to certain
lots of cotton that his fleet had taken on Red River in the vicinity of
Fort De Russy belonging to loyal persons, but as yet I have received
no answer, and feanng that he may have reported the cotton thus
taken from loyal persons as being captured, I, as the authorized agent
ot those loyal persons, have concluded to write to you in regard to
the matter, and m their names asking for the release of their cotton

I am a native of this State and a resident of the Parish of
Avoyelles. My family and friends have ever been persecuted by the
rebels on account of our well-known loyalty to the United States
(jovernment. My father was brutally murdemLbv the rebels on
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the 11th day of May, 1862, and I was shot through the right breast

by the same parties for upholding the authority of the United States
Government, and I was compelled to leave my home, and I have ever
since been a refugee until last March, when, after the capture of Fort
De Russy, on Red River, I again returned home.
There were 143 bales of cotton taken which belonged to loyal per-

sons. Those persons have ever been loyal, and in their names, and
in the name of truth and justice, I ask of you to instruct Admiral
Porter to release the above number of bales of cotton to me. The
cotton was taken at their respective premises, and they were all at

their homes with the exception of Fielding Edwards, who was, and
is now, a prisoner in the rebel hands at Shreveport, La. His only
crime is Unionism, and Admiral Porter is well aware of the loyalty

of our family and friends. I trust soon to have the pleasure of hear-

ing from you, and that you will be kind enough to see justice done.

I send you in the within a list * of the names of the owners of the

cotton and the number of bales taken.

Very respectfully, etc., T. J. Edwaeds.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, I). C.

[1st endorsement.]

Mr. T. J., Edwards, the writer of the foregoing letter, is a highly

respected, honorable, and intelligent Union man. His statements

with regard to his devotion to the Union are true; indeed, he is one

of the best Union men in the State.

Michael Hahn,
Governor of Louisiana.

[2nd endorsement.]

If cotton has been captured by the Navy, it has been or will be

undoubtedly turned over to the court for adjudication. The Navy
Department was not cognizant of the matter. Write Admiral
Porter.

J. L.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, V. 8. Navy, to Acting

Master Thatcher. U. S. Navy, commanding JJ . S. S. Gazelle, to

proceed to Tunica Bend, La.

U. S. [S. Black Hawk],
Mouth of Red River, May U, [1864.}.

Sir : Proceed down the river to Tunica Bend, where you will find

the General Price.

Inform yourself of Captain Richardson's orders and information,

and remain until further orders.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Acting Master Thatcher,
CowMnanding Gazelle.

* Not uecessary to publish.
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Letter from Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Breese, V. 8. Navy, referring to preparation of the U. S.

steamers CMchasarw and Vindicator.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Mound City, III., May H, 1864-.

Dear Breese : I have gotten the Chickasaw oS as soon as I could,

and in doing so have taken every man out of the receiving ship and
have stripped the Undine and Fairy of all the men that could pos-

sibly be spared. The Chickasaw has no gunner, and I have none to

send. I advise you before putting her under a battery to put on board
of her a gunner or a first-rate gunner's mate.

I am straining every nerve to give you all the help I can.

The Vindicator is being coppered, and we are working upon her

every hour daily that we have. She will be completed in three or

four days, and I will send her down as soon as men enougli can be

found to fight two of her guns.

I agree with you that the day of tinclads is over, and we must
have something more substantial for the work to be done below.

No tinclads have arrived from Cincinnati since I last wrote.

We need here five or six more strong mules for the work in the

yard. Please don't send small ones.

The news from the East is glorious. I enclose a dispatch received

last night from the Government telegraph operator at Cairo.

We moved the wharf boat and inspection boat from Cairo to this

place on the 9th.

The upper Missouri is reported as rising to almost full banks,, and
1 am informed that when such is the case Red Eiver has its supply

also ; I trust it may be so, and that our noble admiral may get all his

boats down in safety. Woe be unto the enemy wherever there is

water enough for them to float. Phelps arrived here on the Hastings
night before last. He says he came up here to take the Wirmebago
down, when he heard that the admiral's communication was cut off.

He seemed surprised to know that she had left twenty-four hours
before. He received a telegraphic dispatch from the Secretary of

the Navy ordering him to proceed to Washington without delay and
report to the Department. This dispatch did not come to me. but was
directed to him, and was here three or four days before he received

it. What the object of calling him to Washington can be, I can not
tell.

Shirk has been here helping me to push things through.

I have not time to write a private letter to the admiral, and if you
have communication with him, as I hope you have, please tell him
all I have said in this.

Sincerely, your friend, A. M. Pennock.

The pinion wheels for the steam capstan of the Chillicothe were
not sent up for patterns for new ones. I have written to Brown,
ordering two new ones, and hope he has the molds or patterns. If

not, nothing can be done until the old ones or patterns are sent up.

[Enclosure—Telegram.]

Cairo, May 13, 186^.

General Grant, in dispatch to President, received at Washington
]ast night, announces in terms characteristic modesty that he moved
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[against] enemy's works at Spottsylvania Court-House on Thursday
morning, 12th, at daylight. General Burnside and General Han-
cock were making grand and impetuous charges with bayonet, their
corps surprising the enemy, producing consternation in his ranks,
crushing Lee's right and center and hurling his entire line back with
awful slaughter for several miles. General Grant master of field,

with enemy's dead and wounded. Rout of enemy complete, details
hereafter. Lee's found that last ditch.

Mason.
Captain A. M. Pennock,

Mound City, [III.'].

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, V . S. Navy, announcing the de-
parture of Lieutenant-Comymander Phelps, U. S. Navy, in response
to summons from the Department.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Mound City, III., May H, 186^.

Sir : I respectfully inform you that on the 9th instant, in obedience
to your instructions, the naval wharf boat and the inspection boat
Abraham were moved from Cairo to this place, and I have so in-

formed the Hon. Secretary of the Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps arrived here on the 12th in-

stant and received that night a telegraphic dispatch from the Hon.
Secretary of the Navy ordering him to proceed without delay to

Washington and report in person to the Department. He left for

Washington at 3 a. m. on the 13th. I have ordered Commander
Townsend to look out for the Sixth District during the absence of

Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, if he can do so without interfering

with his orders from you.

I shall send the Hastings to report to him without delay.

Major-General Canby arrived on the 11th instant, and as I knew
the importance of his reaching his command as soon as possible, I

dispatched the Wilson, the fastest boat here, to take him to Red
River.

The Winnebago left on the 11th instant for Red River, and the

Chickasaw will leave to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, TJ. S. Navy, regarding captured
cotton.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Mound City, III., May 15, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that all the cotton which has

been received here has been reported except that of the Ouachita
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River, which was sent up in barges with the Wilson and Hammttt,
and which will be reported in a day or two, except a thousand bales

which Captain Breese informs me that you have ordered to be re-

tained here for loyal parties.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Convmandant of Station.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Pokteu,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, May 21, 186Jf.

I have just received a letter from Lieutenant-Commander Breese,

dated Mouth of Black River, May 15, 1864 ; he writes as follows

:

This morning a bearer of dispatches from Banks was received at Fort De
Russy, who says when he left one gunboat was coming over the falls, and it

was currently reported that all would get over. He knew nothing more. I

have information from a reliable source that dam has been completed. We
may soon expect to hear that all the ironclads are over.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain.

Hon. GmEON Welues.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Shankland, U. S. Navy,
assigned to com/mand U. S. S. Chickasaw.

Mound City, III., May 16, 1864.

Sir: In obedience to orders from the Department, I respectfully

state that I have reported to Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, for the
command of the U. S. S. Chickasaw.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. F. Shankland,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Gorringe, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Cricket.

Mouth of Red River, May 16, 1186Jf\.
Sir : Proceed without delay to Cairo with your vessel and report

to Captain Pennock.
By order of Rear-Admiral David D. Porter.

Respectfully, etc.,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenani-Commamder, Commaruiing.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. H. Gorringe,
Corrmvanding Cricket.
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Letter from, Lieutenant-Com/mander Breese, U. S. Na/vy, to Fleet
Captain Permock, TJ. S, Navy, regarding the command of the

U. S. S. Vindicator.

Mouth of Red River, May 16, [186]^].

Sir: The admiral directs me to inform you that he has ordered
Captain Selfridge to the command of the Vindicator, and that he
has given him his instructions with regard to her fittings, which he
wishes you to carry out.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Captain Fleet and Corrvmandant Station.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenxmt Richardson, U. S. Navy,
commanding l). S. S. General Price, regarding engagement with
Confederate 'battery at Ratliffs Landing.

U. S. S. General Price,
Tunica Bend, May 16, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor of reporting to you [that] at 5:30 a. m.
transport Mississippi passed down the river; 5:45 a. m., saw firing

from battery at Ratliff's Landing on the steamer Mississippi.

Slipped anchor and ran down; opened on the batteries; saw dust

rising back of the landing ; directed our shells to follow.

Fired 19 10-seconds shell and 2 15-seconds shell from forward gun.
Discovered some men near a house a mile above us; brought our
stern gun to bear on them and fired 4 10-seconds shell, driving them
away. U. S. S. Bragg came up with Lieutenant-Commander Foster

on board, which vessel landed, and Captain Foster went out and
examined the situation the batteries were placed in. The Lafayette
also came up.
Anchored off Ratliff's Landing. All quiet in the bend.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. Richardson,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Second District Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admircd Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Howard, TJ. S. Navy, com/manding TJ. S. S. Neosho, to

proceed to Fort Adams, Miss., to prevent erection of Confederate
'batteries.

Mouth of Red River, May 16, \1861i\.

Sir : Proceed with the vessel under your command to Fort Adams
and report to Lieutenant-Commander Greer that you have come to

relieve him. Confer with the commanding officer of the Champion,
and act as best to defeat the attempts of the rebels to erect batteries
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or to bring into the river artillery for firing on passing boats. You
must exercise great vigilance, be prepared against boarders, and to

act at all times to the best advantage.
By order of Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter :

Your obedient servant,
K. R. Breese,

Lieutenant-Gomrmander, Commanding.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant [S.] Howard,
Commanding Neosho.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department or the Missottri,

St. Lowis, Mo., May 16, 1864-

Several regiments of cavalry are en route to Little Rock, via Cairo.

It is important that they should have escort of gunboats as far as

they go by water.
A. Pleasonton,

Major-General, Commanding.
U. S. Naval Commander,

Cairo. III.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., May 16, 186^.

Gunboats are stationed at the mouth of White River to give convoy
to troops going up that river at the Arkansas. Do you mean that it

is important that the cavalry should have escort of gunboats from
Cairo down? Please answer.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captaiyi and Com/mandant of Station.

Major-General A. Pleasonton.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master
Thatcher, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Gazelle, to report for
duty to Major-General Canby, V. S. Army.

Mouth of Red River, May 17, [1864].
Sir: You will place your vessel at the disposition of Major-Gen-

eral Canby, commanding Division West Mississippi, returning to me
at this place as soon as your services are dispensed with.
Without further orders you will get underway whenever and pro-

ceed wherever the general directs.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Cmnmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Master Thatcher,
Corrymanding Gazelle.
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Report of Lieutenant-Gommander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding
trade being carried on in the interests of the Confederates.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off SivMnesport, La., May 17, 1864-

Sir : Letters from the commanders of the vessels in the Fifth Dis-
trict report everything quiet in it. Under date of May 1 Captain
Hurd reports having killed 2 guerrillas and a horse, I presume in the

neighborhood of Skipwith's Landing. Acting Master Thomas Gib-
.son, commanding the Marmora, reports the trading establishment at

White Eiver as supplying the rebels with clothing, even to cavalry

boots. The steamer Panola, with proper papers from Memphis, is

trading along the coast, selling to every one who will swear the

articles are for family use. No oath of allegiance is required. An
armed boat was fired into from a deserted house 4 miles below
Napoleon. No one hurt. Captain Gibson burned it and outhouses

attached. The Prairie Bird is patrolling the Yazoo as high as

Chickasaw Bayou. The Great Western is at Goodrich's, Exclxange
at Skipwith's, Romeo at Gaines Landing as a center, and the Mar-
mora from Island [No.] 76 to Napoleon. A government woodyard
under military supervision has been started on [No.] 76.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Gom/mander, Gommanding Fifth District.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gom,manding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant Gould, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Great
Western.

On- Mouth Red River, May 17, {^186Ji\.

Sir: You will proceed to Cairo with the vessel under your com-
mand and report to Captain A. M. Pennock, fleet captain and com-
mandant of station.

By order of Rear-Admiral Porter:
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Gommander.

Commanding Officer,
U. S. S. Great Western.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master Keene,

U. S. Navy, commanding TJ . S. S. Naiad, for duty near Ellis

Gliffs, Miss.

Mouth of Red River, May 17, [1864].

Sir: Proceed with the vessel under your command to Ellis Cliffs

and cruise from that point about 2 or 3 miles above, and return to

Ellis Cliffs. It is believed that the rebels intend getting in a battery
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about 2 miles above Ellis Cliffs, on the Mississippi side, and you will

do all in your power to dislodge them and prevent any obstructions

in the navigation of the river. Use all means in your power to obtain

information of rebel movements, and transmit such to the officers

above and below you by the first boat.

Keport in writing to Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, com-
manding Benton and Fourth District, at Natchez, and send him a

copy of these orders.

By order of Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter

:

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Com/mander, Commanding.

Acting Master Henky T. Keene,
Commanding Naiad.

Report of Rear-Admirdl Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting that the

steamer Maria retain the name of U. S. S. Fairy.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mouth Red River, May 17, 186Jf.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of the 9th instant, informing me that the Dejjartment

had changed the name of the Maria to the Antelope. In reply

thereto, I would respectfully inform you that the Marians nam.e had
been previously changed by myself to the Fairy, and as she has been
known by that name for so long a time, I would most respectfully

request of the Department that her name may still remain the Fairy.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Adndrdl.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Report of Lievienant-Gommander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding
cotton seized in Red River.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, May 17, 1861

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report about cotton,
which I seized during the Red River expedition :

March 13, 186^.—7 bales from the place of a Mr. Flowers, on the
Atchafalaya, 5 miles below Simmesport. This man is said to be a
rebel.

March 16, 186Jf.
—24 bales from Mr. Brochard's place, just above

Fort De Russy, on left bank of Red River. This man's loyalty very
doubtful. The negroes say he is a rebel. It is said he married the
widow of a rebel for the property.
March 29, 1864.—8 bales. Same place.

March 27.—18 bales from Johnson's place.
March 28.—13 bales, about 3 or 4 miles above.
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March 29.—9 bales, Fort De Kussjj on right bank of Red River.
This man has gone to Texas; is a bitter rebel. The cotton found
on his place was, I have heardj claimed by a Mr. Voinche, a foreigner
and a speculator, and one -who has contributed money to the Con-
federate cause. This man, when he found out the cotton was seized,

was desirous of taking the oath, which was not administered.
March 30.—3 bales from Mr. Garrett's, near Marksville, La.;

loyalty uncertain.

March 30.—46 bales from Mr. Guillebert, a noted rebel, near Marks-
ville.

March 30.—10 bales from Mr. Gangrous, near Marksville, said to

be in prison at New Orleans for smuggling goods through the lines.

March 30.—20 bales from Mr. Janeau's place, about 4 miles below
Fort De Russy, on right bank of river ; loyalty uncertain.

March 30.—1 (damaged), ditto.

March 30.—10 bales from G. W. Snoddy^ about 3i miles below
Fort De Russv, on right bank of Red River. Said to be loyal.

Total, 169.
"

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greek,
Lieut. Comdr.., Comdg. Benton and J/ih Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Mas-
ter Donnelly, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Nymph, regarding

cruising ground.

U. S. S. Benton,

Of Natchez, May 17, 1864.

Sir: You will proceed without delay to cruise between Rodney and

Cole's (Creek) Point. I suggest a careful perusal of the admiral's

general orders.

Should you need any information on any subject, write to me with-

out hesitation and freely.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and Jfth Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Commanding OmcEE,
v. S. S. Nymph.

Letter from F. H. Gerdes to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,

forwarding hydrographic and topographic maps of Grand Gulf

and other points.

[U. S. S.] Curlew,
Grand Gulf, May 17, 186^.

Admiral: I have the honor to forward to you by this mail packet

a roll containing tracings of the hydrographic and topographic map
of Grand Gulf, and another of a reconnoissance on the Mississippi
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from below Rodney to Big Black Island, together a distance of 33

miles. Should you desire to have them printed immediately, please

give me your directions and I will forward the originals to Wash-

ington for the purpose.
. u u

If the reconnoissance is to be continued, some 20 miles might be

added easily this season.

I have also drawn out a topographical map of Grand Gulf, show-

ing the position of the ironclads and of the guns in the rebel batteries

and the field during the bombardment. Will you permit me to offer

it to you? In future daj's it may aid the recollection as to the inci-

dents of this hard-fought action of yours.

Verv respectfully, your most obedient servant,

F. H. Gerdes,

Assistant, U. S. Coast Survey, Chief of Party.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Portee,
Commanding V. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, regarding cotton claims.

Missrssippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mouth Red River, May 18, 186^.

Sir : .Your letter of the 5th instant has been received. The cotton

alluded* to was a portion of 2,000 or 3,000 bales belonging to a man
by the name of Elgee, who is a rebel in arms against the Government,
and has two sons in the rebel Army, and the cotton had been sold to

the rebel Government and was their property. Parties in Natchez,

amongst whom were some Government Treasury aids, made an
arrangement to get this cotton between them. A man by the name
of Castle was the party employed to take possession of the plantation

as abandoned property, when the whole thing should have gone to

the Government, all the cotton being forfeited by the law as the
property of the rebel Government. A number of persons have been
mixed up in this business, compromising with each other, so that all

should have a share of the stolen property. A good deal of it has
been hauled away under cover of the night or slipped away in steam-
boats or taken by Treasury agents, not one cent of the property going
to the Government, as it should have done.

Acting Master Watson, commanding the Juliet, having conclusive
evidence that it belonged to the rebel (jovemment, took possession of
50 bales that had been hauled near the bank ready for shipment, and
sent it to the station at Red River, subject to mj^ order. I gave orders
to send it to ctnirt^ as usual, and let them determine whom it belonged
to. In the meantime W. Burnet, who claimed to be one of the owners,
on fraudulent permits sent a person to mouth of Red River to demand
the cotton from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dominy.
Dominy, being a very blunt, straightforward, and honest sort of

an officer, knowing the circumstances, I believe told the parties much
what he thought of it, and notified the parties he couldn't deliver
the cotton without orders from me, as I had ordered it up to court,
where it was sent, subject to the decision of the judge.
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I find this is the only plan to adopt in these cases, and the onlj'
one that will protect the Government against the numerous frauds
that are practiced on this river.

"Whatever Lieutenant Dominy may have done in the way of speak-
ing his mind, he was, no doubt, induced to do so by some attempt
to tamper with him by open bribery or by some offensive language
used by these parties. He is an upright, conscientious officer and
does his duty faithfully. If the claims of these persons are just,
they would not object to having their property go before the court,
where these matters are disposed of properly and almost always in
favor of the claimant, and without any expense of transportation
to them.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter, Rear-Admired.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, giving the
stations of vessels of the Fifth District.

U. S. S. Louisville,
Mississippi River, May 19, I864.

Sib: The following are the stations of the vessels comprising the

Fifth District

:

Napoleon to Catfish Bar, Marmora; Catfish Bar to Eunice, Romeo;
Eunice to Greenville, Exchange; Greenville to foot of Kentucky
Bend, Prairie Bird; at Skipwith's Landing, Louisville; at Good-
rich's Landing, Great Western.
The above is about the best disposition I can make of the first four

vessels. There should be a vessel at all times at Napoleoa, Bolivar,

Cypress, Choctaw and Spanish Moss Bends, Greenville, and Egg
Point, as between Napoleon and Egg point, all the mail carrying,

crossing, and trading is done. Five vessels, with an average beat of

22 miles, could pretty effectually stop such proceedings. From Good-
rich's to Vicksburg there appears to be no present necessity for a

vessel. One vessel at Goodrich's Landing is needed.

Respectfully submitted.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Sqvadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, TJ. S. Navy, to Acting Mastef
Donnelly, V. S. Navy, commvanding TJ. S. S. Nymph, regarding

change of cruising around.
U. S. S. Benton.

Off Natchez, May 19, 1861

Sir: You will, upon the arrival of the Curlew (12) ,
proceed to take

for your cruising ground the beat from St. Joseph to Waterproof,

making Rodney your principal anchorage.
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Let me caution you against speculators, and you must not allow

anyone not connected with the Government to go on board your

vessel unless in distress. Read the admiral's general orders carefully.

Be economical of your coal. When we get some here, I will send

for you.

Keep me informed of everything of importance.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Geeer,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and ^th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Commanding Officer U. S. S. Nymph (54).

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy,_ to Acting

Volunteer Lieutenunt Johnston, TJ . S. Navy, commanding V. S. 8.

Forest Rose, regarding duty for that vessel.

U. S. S. Benton,

Off Natchez, May 19, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed with the Forest Rose to Grand Gulf, and if

the surveying party on board the Curlew have finished their work in

that neighborhood, you will relieve her; otherwise, you will cruise

between Waterproof and Natchez. I desire again to call your atten-

tion to the orders in relation to cotton speculators. Do not allow any-
one not connected with the Government, unless in actual distress,

to put his foot on board your vessel.

These speculators are worse than an enemy, and they must be
watched more closely.

Do not absent yourself from Grand Gulf more than three hours at
any time, unless for a vital necessity. You will look out as far down
as Bayou Pierce [Pierre]. Send the tug Fern to the Rattler with
dispatch for Captain leaning. If Captain Kelley is ignorant of the
channel, send one of your pilots with him.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Coi-ndr., Comdg. Benton and Ji.th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston,
CommMnding V. 8. 8. Forest Rose.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, TJ . 8. Navy, to Acting
Ensign 0''Neill, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8'. Curlew.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, May 19, 1884.

Sir : Upon the arrival of the Forest Rose, if your surveyors have
finished their work at Grand Gulf, you will proceed to take the sta-
tion between Waterproof and Natchez, making Cole's Creek Point
your principal anchorage. ^

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Ensign H. B. O'Neill,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Curlew.
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
tinteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commandiw/ V. S. S.
Battler.

U. S. S. Benton.
Off Natclvez, May 19, 186^.

Sir: I send the tug Fern up to you. Will you please send her
down to me just as soon as you can safely spare her? 1 shall have
the barge with the iron taken up by the next towboat.
The river seems inclined to rise. Keep me advised of matters

near you.
Your application I have forwarded.
The Hyacinth is at Eed Eiver.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Geeeb,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and J^th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James Laning,
Commanding U. S. S. Rattler.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Richardson, U. S. Navy,
regarding attack upon steamer Superior l>y Confederate hattery
near Tunica Bend.

U. S. S. General Price,

Off Tunica Betid, May 19, 1861^.

Sir: I have the honor of reporting to you that the light battery
of two pieces opened this morning at 3 o'clock a. m. on the trans-
port steamer Superior. We opened on the battery at the same time
it was firing on the transport, and it ran down the river about 200
yards to a road leading to the country ; and, finding the houses were
used as quarters for the men and stable for their horses, I had them
burned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. Richardson.

Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster, U. S. Navy,
Gonvmanding Second. District Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, recommending certain

regular officers for promotion.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, La., May 19, 186^.

Sir: Had the late expedition up Red River proved the success I
intended it should when I started, and which would have been the

case but for bad management, against which no combinations can
stand, I might have approached you on the present subject with a

better grace.

In the winding up of Red River matters and the destruction of
the last vestige of rebel navy in these waters (on which I too confi-

dently relied), I intended to lay before you the claims of certain

officers to promotion or to an advancement in their grades. I do not
see why I should hesitate to do so now, the whole conduct of the
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Navy on the late expedition being worthy of the highest praise.

They should in no way be blamed for the mismanagement which has

brought no credit to our arms. But for the gunboats getting over

the falls and accompanying the army which marched along the river

bank half that army would have been lost.

I do not believe that a larger amount of work was ever accom-

plished than that which has been performed by the Navy in these

waters; it has been unceasing and laborious. Many of the deeds

performed by the different commanders would, in ordinary times,

be considered acts of the most gallant kind. A distance of 3,000

miles has been opened and a large amount of territory placed in our
hands, owing to the support given to our armies by the navy and
the individual energy of the officers herein mentioned.
My reports will fully bear witness to the ability, zeal, and gal-

lantry displayed on all occasions. There has been no instance yet
where a promotion has taken place in this squadron amongst the

regular officers for gallant conduct, while the volunteers have been
frequently advanced. Permit me, then, to urge the promotion of
the following officers, which they all richly deserve: Lieutenant-
Commander S. Ledyard Phelps, Lieutenant-Commander Watson
Smith, Lieutenant-Commander K. Randolph Breese, Lieutenant-
Commander James A. Greer, Lieutenant-Commander James P. Fos-
ter, Lieutenant-Commander Elias K. Owen, Lieutenant-Commander
James W. Shirk, Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker, Lieu-
tenant-Commander Frank M. Ramsay, Lieutenant-Commander Thos.
O. Selfridge, Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, Lieutenant-
Commander Jas. M. Prichett, Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson,
Lieutenant George M. Bache.
Some of them have served in this squadron since the commence-

ment of hostilities, and have participated in every battle, in some of
which the Navy alone saved our armies from destruction. I have
the honor to be,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon AVelles,
Secretary of the Navy^ Washington, D. C.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter U. S. Navy, regarding signals.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Off Mouth Red River, May 19, 1864..

General Order,!
No. 192. ]

The day and night distinguishing signals of the U. S. S. Winne-
bago will be those used by the late XJ. S. S. Eastport.
The signals of the U. S. S. Chickasaw will be those next after the

U. S. S. Ouachita on the signal board.
Night distinguishing lights have been assigned to vessels as fol-

lows, viz:

Gazelle, No. 50 ; Avenger, No. 51 ; New National^ No. 62 : Naiad
No. 61 ; Nymph, No. 62.

' » ,
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The night distinguishing lights of the U. S. S. Chickasaw will be
those of the Clara Dolsen (No. 55), which vessel is no longer in the
service.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Adrmral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, for the arrest
of certain Confederate sym,pathizers who furnish active aid.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Off Mouth Red River, May W, 186^.

General Order, 1

No. 194. j

The attention of all officers in the squadron is called to the facts
mentioned below, and they will use every effort to have the persons
named arrested and frustrate their designs:

Corbit, alias " Hickory Dick," resides at Mrs. Stewart's, upon Mrs.
Lobdell's plantation, at or near Indian Point, about 6 miles below
Prentiss, on Old River, or Old Eiver Lake, as it is sometimes called.

Indian Point is where rebel dispatches to and from Richmond to the
Trans-Mississippi Department cross the Mississippi River, and said
Corbit, alias " Hickory Dick," is the bearer of said dispatches across
the river, or is ferryman.
Ingram resides on the Davis or old Ross plantation, 2 miles east of

Mrs. Lobdell's. Said Ingram is chief of couriers. Courier stations
(going east) are at the following places : First, at Ingram's or Davis's
plantation; second, at Strong's Ferry on the Sunflower; third, at

Boyd's Ferry on the Tallahatchie; fourth^ at Thompson's, 22 miles
west of Grenada. Ingram's mode of secreting dispatches while
awaiting couriers is to bury them—sometimes at the corner of the
house.

Mrs. Walker and Michael Bryan reside one-fourth of a mile back
of Prentiss; profess to be loyal, but are spies for the rebels; go to

Memphis occasionally; get all the items they can and communicate
with Mason and Nevil, rebel scouts.

Captain William Resin resides near Friar's Point; is a very bad
man ; carries news and is doing much harm.

Casteel resides above the mouth of White River (in Arkansas)

;

is in. the woods part of the time near Johnson's, and is occasionally

at Johnson's house. He is chief of a gang who practice a system for

putting torpedoes into wood, and it is more likely to be done on
islands [No.] 63 and [No.] 76 than at any other points. The plan is

to use gas pipe or shotgun and musket barrels cut into pieces from 10

to 15 inches long, insert a screw plug into the ends, fill the tube with
powder, and then employ negroes to bore into the ends of the wood
and insert the tubes, plug the auger hole and obliterate the surface

appearance on the ends with dirt or otherwise.

General Dobbin is preparing to use Greek fire, and proposes to use

it against steamboats. His present point of attack is between Helena
and Memphis; he has some 1,200 men under his command and is pro-

vided with what he terms " rocket battery," with " hail shot." His
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battery was crossed from the east to the west side of the river above

Helena not long since.

Howard is preparing to fell trees upon steamers in Yazoo River.

The plan is to select places where the river is crooked and diiScult to

navigate; select such trees that lean over. the water (of which there

are many), saw into them on the side next the water, then upon the

opposite side some 2 or 3 feet above the first cut, making the two
cuts very nearly sever the tree, then bore into the tree at right angles

with and halfway between the cuts, put in a sufficient quantity of

powder and attach a slow match, or put in a torpedo such as is pro-

posed to use in wood and explode it with percussion at the time boats

lire passing.
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, for cooperation

of naval oficers with Major-General Ganby, U. 8. Army, command-
ing from Cairo to Red River.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Off Mouth Red River, May 20, 1864.

General Order,!
No. 198. J

Major-General E. E. S. Canby has been ordered to command the
troops in the Department of the Gulf and from Cairo to "Red River,
.ind all officers under my command will cooperate zealously with
liim. Give him all information with regard to the movements of
the enemy and call upon him at any time for assistance.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Sguado^on.

Instructions from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Act-
ing Volunteer Lieutenant Johnston, V. S. Navy, regarding the
seizure of trading boats.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, May 2C, 186^.

Sir : You will not hesitate to seize and send to me anj' trading boat
you find at the bank (unless driven there by accident), except those
landing at military posts or under the guns of a gunboat. When
you find them there, examine the cargo for goods contraband of war,
and in your report make everything explicit.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and ith Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston,
Commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose (9).

[Copy of the above sent also to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J.
Laning, commanding U. S. S. Rattler; Acting Master P. Donnelly,
commanding U. S. S. Nymph; Acting Ensign H. B. O'Neill, com-
manding U. S. S. Curlew.l
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Order of Lieutenant-Covnmander Owen, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy, for an investigation in
the case of steamer Robert Emmet.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off Grand Gulf, May W, 186J^.

Sir: I ordered the steamer Rohert Einvrnet to report here to you
for the following reasons: I found her anchored near the Louisiana
bank, just below Bruinsburg, and communicating with the shore
with her boat. She had no permits on board to show she had a

right to trade. She has also on board over 200 packages marked

—

Rop <E> — . No gunboat was nearer than 8 or 10 miles of her. Her

manifest and clearance from the custom-house in Memphis appeared
to be all right. The captain of the Errmiet informed me he was buy-
ing cotton and of any one ; that he could not fill up by confining his

purchase to loyal people alone. You will investigate the whole mat-
ter thoroughly and carefully, and report the result to the admiral,

should he come up soon, or otherwise to your commanding divisional

officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, V. S. Navy.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Forest Rose.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, regarding trade

regulations.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Of Mouth of Red River, May W, i86k.

General Order, 1

No. 197.

The late order of the Secretary of the Treasury permits persons

to bring cotton from within the lines of the enemy, but does not

give permission to land more than a limited quantity of family

supplies. All officers are directed not to interfere with the cotton

trade, but to afford protection to vessels getting it off.

No vessels will, however, be sent up any river, bayou, or creek

for the purpose of aiding any cotton dealers, who, if they land in

such places, do it at their own risk.

All that will be required of commanders will be to see that no

articles contraband of war are landed and that steamers do not

carry persons away from landing places without permit or passes

either from naval officers or military commanders.
David D. Porter,

Rear-Adm/iral, Conunanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, recommending Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Hoel, V. S. Navy, for promotion.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mouth of Red River, May 20, 186^.

Sir : Hearing that Congress has made the grade of volunteer lieu-

tenant-commander, I beg leave to recommend Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant W. R. Hoel, commanding U. S. S. Pittsburg, for that position,

for gallant and most meritorious conduct. He is one of the best

officers of the squadron, and nobly deserves promotion. He has
been in nearly all the battles on this river, and conducted himself as

a cool and gallant officer.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Sorter, Rear-Adndral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, regarding the new
grade of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Commander.

Perth Amboy, N. J., July * W, I864..

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart-
ment's letter of the 2d instant, requesting list of acting volunteer
lieutenants belonging to Mississippi Squadron whom I can recom-
mend for promotion to acting lieutenant-commander.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. R. Hoel, commanding tl. S. S.

Pittsburg, is the only one that I could recommend at present. He
has distinguished himself throughout the war.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Adrr.iral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, .TJ . S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Greer, TJ. S. Navy, to assume command of the Fifth
District.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mouth Red River, May 20, 186^.

Sir: Upon receipt of this order you will proceed and take com-
mand of the Fifth District Mississippi Squadron, according to gen-
eral order No. 195, enclosed herewith.
Observe all general orders, and carry out my wishes in every

respect.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer,
Gomdg. \TJ . S. aS'.] Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

* This report should have nppeared on page 483.—Compilers.
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Report of Acting Master Baldwin^ U. S. Navy^ commanding U. S. S.

nomeo, regarding the operations of Marmaduke''s cavalry in

Arleansas and along the Mississippi River.

U. S. S. Romeo,
Of Columbia, May 20, 1864.

Sir: Marmaduke's cavalry, some four or five thousand strong,

have been for some days on Bayou Bartholomew, 20 miles from this

point. His scouts are on the river, and have fired into some of the

transports at foot of Island No. 82 and at head of Islands [No.] 80

and [No.] 81.

I have just been told by a reliable lady that they will have thirty

pieces of artillery on the river in a few days.

All previous reports were that they had come into the bottom to

forage and pick up deserters and bushwhackers, which I am told

they are doing.
There is no vessel but this one from Island No. 76 to Skipwith's

Ijanding.

The Marine Brigade boats have abandoned the cotton landings

on the Arkansas shore. They deem it more healthy on the Missis-

sippi side.

Very respectfully, yours, Thomas Baldwin,
_

Acting Master, Gomimandirog.

Rear-Admiral Davh) D. Pobter,
CofAmMnding Mississippi Squadron.

General, order of Rear-Admiral Porter^ U. S. Navy, designating the

ressels belonging to the several districts of his command.

General Order, 1 IJ. S. Mississippi Squadron,

No 195. J
Flagship Black Hawk,

Of Mouth Red River, May 20, 186^.

General Orders 80 and 141 are hereby revoked, and until further

orders the district and vessels belonging to the districts will be as

follows:

First District—from New Orleans to DonaldsonviUe—composed ot

the following vessels : Essex, Alexandria, General Price, Argosy, St.

^
Second District—from DonaldsonviUe to Morganza—composed of

the following vessels : Lafayette, Juliet, Chickasaw, Kenwood, Oua-

cMta, Avenger, Nymph.
Third District—from Morganza to Fort Adams—composed ot the

following vessels: Choctaw, Gazelle, Neosho, Ozark, Winnebago,

General Bragg, Little Rebel, Fort Hindman, Cricket, Naiad.

Fourth District—from Fort Adams to Natchez—composed of the

following vessels : Chillicothe, Cincinnati, Champion, Siren, Lexing-

Fifth District—from Natchez to Vicksburg—composed of the fol-

lowing vessels : Benton, Pittsburg, Judge Torrenx:e, Curlew, Mound

City, Rattler, Forest Rose.
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Sixth District—from Vicksburg to Arkansas River—composed of

the following vessels : Louisville, Prairie Bird, Marmora, R'mueo, and

two other light-drafts.

Seventh District—from Arkansas River to Memphis—composed ot

the following vessels : Hastings, Naumkeag, Tyler, Queen City, Fawn,

Silver Cloud, Linden, Exchange.
Eighth District—from Memphis to Columbus—composed of the

following vessels : Carondelet, Osage, New Era, and one other light-

draft.

Ninth District^from Cairo to head of Tennessee River—composed

of the following vessels : Tuscumhia, Tawah, Elfin, Peosta, Key West,

Paw Paw, Rohh.
Tenth District^Cumberland River and the Upper Ohio—composed

of the following vessels: Brilliant, Moose, Victory, Fairflay, Spring-

field, Reindeer, Silver Lake.

The vessels of one district are not to be ordered away by the com-

mander of another district unless it can be shown that a great emer-

gency exists for so doing; but commanders of districts will cooperate

with each other, and, when occasion requires, render all the aid and

assistance in their power.

Observe and carry out the requirements of General Order No. 84.

David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, TJ. S. Navy, making com-

plaint of the proceedings of the distnct court for the Southern

District of Illinois regarding captures by the squadron.

Washington, D. C, May 20, 186^.

Sir: The irregular and unusual proceedings of the United States

District Court for the Southern District of Illinois in every case of

capture made by the Mississippi Squadron, whether the prizes have
been vessels of war, steamers, or other property, have surrounded the
whole matter with almost insuperable diflficulties, depriving the pen-
sion fund of its portion of the. proceeds and greatly injuring the

interests of the captors, although the informers, to whom the half
proceeds of sales have been paid, propose to distribute it to the squad-
ron as prize money, in accordance with the law of distribution in

cases of capture, and I have found it impossible to make an intelligible

report to the Department.
After consultation with Rear-Admiral Davis, Mr. Eames has been

asked to investigate the entire matter and to place the subject before
the Department with all the light which his ^eat legal ability can
throw upon it; and he will also examine existing claims and the
proceedings of the district court with a view to revision or other
action, as may seem proper.

Enclosed herewith are complete prize lists for the squadron, with
one exception. That list was forwarded at the time the capture was
made, but it can not be found on the files of the Department. Another
one Avill be immediately procured.
The Ram Fleet, now commanded by General Ellet, has failed, after

repeated applications, to furnish prize lists in cases where entitled to
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share with the squadron. The general has told me that it was impos-
sible for him to furnish such lists. I shall, on my return to the Mis-
sissippi, point out to him the law in such cases and notify him that
if lists are not now forwarded a request for distribution will be made,
his vessels being excluded in accordance with the provisions of that
law.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Seci^etary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Rear-Adm,iral Porter, U. S. Navy, tran,smitting list of
vessels of his command, with their stations and commanding
officers.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mouth Red River, May 21, 186]^..

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a list of the vessels be-
longing to this squadron, with their present stations and the names
of their commanders.

I also enclose general order *, reorganizing the squadron and divid-
ing it into districts, etc.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Weli>es,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Ivnclosure.]

The follnwing are the present stations of the vessels in the Missis-
sippi Squadron, Eear-Admira! David D. Porter, commanding [May
1864]:

Vessel

.
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Vessel.
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[Endorsement.]

The writer of the foregoing letter, Mr. L. P. Normand, is an honor-
able and loyal citizen of this State, and well known for his great
devotion to the Union. Indeed, all his relatives in the parish of
Avoyelles are good Union men.

Michael Hahn,
Governor of Louisiana.

[2d endorsement.]

Must apply to the court.

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Stibbs, U. S. Army, regarding condi-
tions at the post at the mouth of White River.

Hdqes. Mouth or Whtte Riveh, Aek., May 21, 186Jf.

Major: In accordance with special orders from your headquarters
of May 15, 1864, 1 reported at this post, and would now respectfully
make the following report concerning the condition of affairs here:
I found, on communicating with Lieutenant-Commander Prichett,

that the troops had been ordered here in compliance with request
made by Captain Prichett to General Canby, and that the captain
had applied for two companies, while the general ordered 200 men.
ITiere are three trade stores and an extensive Government wood
yard here. I can see no need of troops here, except a force suflScient

to act as detectives and pickets and prevent abuses by the parties in

trade here. This, Captain Prichett tells me, was the object in order-

ing the troops here.

I have six companies here (200 muskets), while I can not use to

advantage more than two. My rank entitles me to the command of
the post, and to this the naval officers object, claiming this to be a

naval station, and subject entirely to their control. Being the senior

officer present, I shall, unless otherwise ordered, insist on taking
command of and regulating all affairs on shore at this post. My
two largest companies (80 muskets) would be an ample force to do
all duty required here, and if left subject to orders of the naval officer

here, everything would move smoothly.

The location here is a very poor one. Many of my men are already

sick. I would therefore respectfully request that, if consistent with

your views, I may be ordered to report to my regiment with four

companies, leaving ray two largest companies here, subject to orders

of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett. Excuse my addressing you di-

rect, but being cut off, and believing this to be for the interest of the

service, I address headquarters direct.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John H. Stibbs,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Detachment Twelfth Iowa

Major W. H. Morgan,
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of West Tennessee.
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Letter from Major-General Canhy, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-

Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, requesting information regard-

ing movements of Union and Confederate forces in Arkansas.

Headquarters Division or West Mississippi,

Natchez, Miss., May 22, 1864.

Sir: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to request

that you will be pleased to send to him, to the care of the commanding
officer at Vicksburg, Miss., as early as possible, any official communi-
cations or bearers of dispatches that may have arrived at your post

from General Steele; and also any information that you may possess

in regard to the movements of our forces and of those of the rebels

in Arkansas. The commanding general will also be obliged for any
information that you may possess respecting the troops at Pine
Bluff and Arkansas Post, and if, so far as you know, the rebels have
crossed the Arkansas River with the view of operating against
Geneial Steele's communications between that river and the "White
River.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. T. Christensen,
Major, Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain Prichett, U. S. Navy,
Commanding District Mouth of White River.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Battler, regarding change of station.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, May 22, 186^.

Sir : Upon the arival of the Moutvd City to relieve you, you will
inform her commander all about the Indianola and her condition, and
will then take the station between Bayou Pierre and Waterproof.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James Laning,
Comm^mdimg U. S. S. Rattler.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Forest Rose, regarding change of station.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, May 22, I864.

Sir: After the Pittsburg relieve!! you, you will proceed to cruise
between Bayou Pierce [Pierre] ar,d Cole's Creek Point until the
Rattler comes doAvn. You will then take from Waterproof to Natchez.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston,
Commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose.
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer^ U. S. Navy, to Acting
Master Donnelly, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Nymph.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, May 23, 186i.

Sm: Come down to this place immediately.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Geeer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Master P. Donneli.t,
Commianding TJ. S. S. Nymph.

Report of Major-General Washburn, TJ . S. Army, regarding assem-
bling of Confederate force at Corinth and Tupelo, Miss., under
Generals Forrest and Lee, C. S. Army.

Hdqes. District of West Tennessee,
May 23, 186^.

(Received 12:30 p. m., 25th.)

Forrest and Lee, with large force, are at Corinth and Tupelo.
They have been organizing and recuperating at and near Tupelo
for twenty, days, and horses and men are m splendid condition.

They have from 10,000 to 12,000 men, and have some big enterprise

on hand. I have no force here to enable me to go out and attack

them and break up their plans. My force at Memphis is hardly ade-

quate to purposes of defense. I fear they will do great havoc if

they are allowed to cross the Tennessee. I have requested Captain
Pennock to patrol the Tennessee with gunboats, for I believe Middle
Tennessee and Kentucky their destination. With 5,000 troops, in

addition to what I have, I could organize a movable force and go out
and disperse them.

C. C. Washburn,
Majar-General, Commanding.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
" Chief of Staff.

Report of Acting Ensign 0''Neill, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Curlew, regarding engagement with battery at Gaines Landing,

Ark.
U. S. S. Curlew, May 2^, 186k.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that at 5 o'clock this morn-
ing, when opposite Gaines Landing, Ark., we were fired into from a

battery on shore, consisting of 10, if not of 12 guns. At least six

full volleys were fired at us. One 12-pound shell struck the case-

mate of this vessel, lodging upon the ground without exploding.

Two 6-pound solid shot went through the casemate about midships,

on port side, just above the deck, without doing any material injury.

Shrapnel flew thick around, two or three small bails penetrating the

cabin. One of their guns evidently was of large caliber, as several
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shots went far over and beyond the vessel. No one on board was

injured, although several of the crew had narrow escapes.

Notwithstanding the crew was just turning out of their ham-

mocks, and having been but little accustomed to such attacks, they

acted with coolness and promptness during the engagement, which

lasted about twenty minutes, working the guns with alacrity, firing

28 rounds with a good degree of precision. Some of the shots from

one gun were seen to strike in their midst.

The U. S. S. Tyler being about 2 miles in advance of us, I blew

the whistle to notify her that I was engaging a battery. Before she

arrived they left the ground.

After consultation with the commander of the Tyler, it was deemed

best, the battery having left, to proceed on our way. Some distance

above we met the transport steamer Nicholas Longworth, which we
were ordered by Lieutenant-Commander James M. Prichett, of the

Tyle7\ in company with the U. S. S. Romeo, to return, and convoy her

below where the battery was, which we did, without meeting any

further difficulty. This caused a delay in our arrival at Cairo of at

least twelve hours.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. B. O'Neill,
Acting Ensign, Commanding.

Kear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
ComTnanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral
Porter, U. S. Navy, discussing, operations in Red River* and in

the East.

Navy Department, Y/ashington, May 25, 1864.

Dear Porter: We are much relieved at receiving your telegram

yesterday that the ironclads -vsere out of the river, through the instru-

mentality of Colonel Bailey's conception. As soon as we receive your
written report about this operation we shall properly thank him.
However the cases shall be multiplied where the Army has leaned

upon our boats for salvation and returned no thanks, the reverse

shall not occur without due and proper ncJtice from the Navy De-
partment. Bad as things looked, I had a confident presentiment
that even the elements would be mastered in saving that fleet. I am
sorry for Banks ; it has utterly extinguished him.
The Treasury Department is taking its turn under the scrutiny

of investigating committees. First, by a special committee raised

in the House of Eepresentatives, and second, by Chase's own Com-
mittee of Commerce in the Senate. This latter committee will con-
demn the system of intercourse with the rebellious States now in
operation out West. Their action annoys Chase, because it seems to
color the charges made by Frank Blair. Without taking any part
in that quarrel, it may be remarked that the Secretary of the Navy
has always been opposed to this trading, and several times pretty
sharp correspondence has taken place between him and Mr. Chase
upon the subject. The other day Mr. Chase, in conversation with
Mr. Welles, endeavored to throw blame upon you in regard to deal-

ings in cotton. We understand this to be a move on his part to

defend himself at our and your expense. I wish to inform vou of
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this much, that you may be prepared for them. Any facts in regard
to this matter of trade had better be noted, and perhaps a history
of it reported to the Department with your own dealings, such a
paper as can be yielded to any Congressional committee that should
call for it.

Grant is pushing along toward Eichmond at great sacrifices, but
with heroic constancy. Each army has already lost 30,000 men, mak-
ing a total of 60,000. They claim a victory in every fight, though we
have 22 guns and 10,000 prisoners, part of which are the original
Stonewall Brigade entire. Richmond and, in fact, the whole South-
em Confederacy, is Lee's army ; that beaten, they are beaten every-
where. So you see the fields southeast of Spottsylvania are now the
theater of the decisive contest. Rolled back to the Potomac, we never
again can advance to the capture of Eichmond, and the rebs driven
from their capital, perish as a Southern Confederacy. I feel sure
we shall beat them, but through a series of desperate and bloody en-

counters, where will perish most of the authors and sustainers of the
rebel cause.

The New Ironsides is coming home for repairs. Melancton Smith
is attending to the ram in the Sounds of North Carolina. He had a

one-sided fight the other day, in which the Sassacus struck the ram
fair, going 9 knots. I would have supposed she would have gone
entirely through her, but the damage was not serious enough to pre-

vent her retiring slowly from, the action.

We have sent in Lieutenant-Commander Roe's name for advance-

ment five numbers under the new law for the dash, though unsuc-

cessful.

Dahlgren wants to come home. Poor fellow, hard work, forty-two

courageous and persistent attacks, poor health, and the papers dis-

cussing and cussing him. The square flag is not the pleasant place

Washington navy yard was. I don't think we can let him home just

now. I am afraid the Navy is not treating him fairly, for reasons

you understand. After you get your feathers smoothed and oiled,

I don't see why you should not come East, if you so desire it.

Please make your secretary apply for the place of assistant pay-

master, and give him such endorsement as you shall deem best.

The only fight we have on hand now is to get rid of navy agents,

and have officers do that and storekeepers' duties, something like

your system out West. I will send you Grimes's speech on the sub-

ject Thursday. If the plan works well out there, a letter from you

would benefit the service and help us in the fight. Read Grimes's

speech first.

You will find some interesting reading in the book called Armored
Vessels. Don't forget the 'Winnebago's turrets.

Faithfully, G. V. Fox.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, suggestinc/ names for

vessels purchased and under construction.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Bt.agk Hawk,
Off Mound City, III., May 26, 1864.

Sir: I beg leave to recommend the following names for vessels

lately purchased and ready for service: Lavinia Logan, Antelope;

Reindeer 57, Peri; Huntress, Huntress; Hartford, Sibyl.
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Four steamers built at Chattanooga are almost ready for service.

I sent forward the guns today, and have detailed the officers. These

are fine steamers of their class'. T respectfully recommend that they

be named as follows: General Grant, General Sherman, General

Thomas, General Burnside, in compliment to those gallant officers.

I shall have two more steamers ready there in the course of a

month.
The vessels are being built under my directions, and the quarter-

master pavs all bills.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Portek,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GiuEON AVelles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Brown, U. S. Navy, regarding

duty assigned to steamer Little Champion.

U. S. S. Ozark,
Red River, May 26, I864.

Sir : The Little Champion arrived yesterday. I have ordered her

to returj;! with one barge with 210 bales cotton, one empty barge, and

one gun float with 6 guns on it. Hoping this will meet your appro-

bation,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. W. Brown,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant and Senior Officer.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

List of boats in port. Mound City, III., May 26, 1864-

Sovereign, used as boarding house; W. H. Brown, on the ways;
Cincinnati, on the ways; Tuscumhia, repairing; Juliet, repairing,

officers and crew transferred; Cricket, for repairs; Lavinia Logan,
for Admiral Farragut; Reindeer (No. 57), fitting out; Vindicator,

fitting out ; Benefit, repairing ; Pansy, on the ways, repairing ; Siren,

receiving ship; Fairy, on duty; General Pillow, guarding powder
boats; Moose, Reindeer, just arrived to take ordnance and ordnance
stores to new boats on the upper Tennessee,

Report of Lieutenant-Com/mander Owen, V. S. Navy, regarding
measures for opposing the operations of Marmaduke''s cavalry.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off Lake Providence, La., May 26, 186^.

Sir: By dispatches dated 24th instant, received from Acting Mas-
ter Baldwin, commanding Romeo, and Acting Ensign Chambers,
commanding Prairie Bird, I am infor^n'^d tViat MoT-mo^nb-o ic «^
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the Louisiana bank of the river from head of [No.] 82 to foot of
[No.] 84 (islands), with ten pieces of artillery. The pieces are re-

ported to me as heavier than those on the light-drafts. I am now on
my way to that part of the district. I will leave the Great Western
at Skipwith's and take the Exchange with me. Considerable mus-
ketry has been used, but the probable force is yet not known. No
serious casualties have yet occurred. Acting Ensign Dwyer, of the

Romeo, was shot in the thigh by a musket ball. To effectually drive

away the enemy's guns will require a cooperating land force. As
soon as I learn about the force of Marmaduke I will dispatch Gen-
eral Slocum. Major-General A. J. Smith is now in Vicksburg with
his entire force and ready to come up. As soon as safe I will send
the Cheat Western up. If the enemy propose to remain on the river

between Eunice and Sunnyside, two or three more vessels would be
required to protect transports, and one of those an ironclad, besides

this vessel. It is possible the enemy will cross a portion of his force

over the river, using both banks. In that case the present small

force would be inadequate to the protection of the river. Coal is

very much needed.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, May 26, I86I1..

General [John M.] Thayer telegraphs me from Fort Smith, urging

me to send several boats with stores up the Arkansas. Admiral Por-

ter some time since advised that in his opinion navigation of that

river was impracticable. Please advise me as soon as possible his

views or your own upon sending this fleet, and whether you can send

convoy.
L. B. Parsons,

Colonel and Chief Quartermaster.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Mound City.

Letter from chief quartermaster at St. Louis to Fleet Captain Pen-

n/)ch, U. S. Navy, regarding convoy for stores to ie sent up the

Arkansas River.

Quartermaster's Department,

Office of Chief of Western Eiver Transportation,
St. Louis, May 26, 186^..

Captain: On the requisition of General Thayer at Fort Smith

and the commissary here, I am loading several light-draft boats as

rapidly as possible to send up the Arkansas. The river is rising rap-

idly at Fort Smith, and as prompt action is essential to success, I
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write so that you can advise Admiral Porter or take such measures
in reference to convoys as you deem necessary. I think the fleet will

leave here within two or three days and proceed at once to the

Arkansas, to await the support of the gunboats. My own judgment
does not favor the expedition, but I am overruled, and shall do all I

can for its success. I will thank you to telegraph me on receipt of

this what can be done.
Lewis B. Parsons,

Colonel and Chief Qmr. 'Western River Trmcs'portation.

Captain A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Mound City, III.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, May 27, 186^.

Your dispatch received. My views in regard to the general navi-
gation of the Arkansas fully concur with yours, but I am required
and am loading a fleet of boats for that river, based upon the fol-

lowing dispatch:
FoET Smith, [Ark.], May 25.

The river is rising rapidly. Can you not send forage to this point? A fleet

of very light-draft steamers, loaded with commissary and forage. Do so by
all means If in your power.

John M. Thayeb,
Brigadier-Qeneral.

Colonel L. B. Parsons.

I wrote Captain Pennock last evening.

Lewis B. Parsons,
Colonel and Chief Quartermaster.

Admiral D. D. Porter, Mound City.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, V. S. Navy, regarding the
shifment of guns from Louisville, Ky.

U. S. S. Moose,
Of Smithland, Ky., May 27, 186\.

Sir: I find on arriving here that there is only 3 feet water on
Harpeth Shoals and falling very fast. It would not, therefore, be
safe for me to venture up this river with the guns, etc.

I will therefore run direct to Louisville and ship them from there

;

the cars that take them will run straight through without changing.
Guards have been provided by the army ordnance officers to go

with them, both from Louisville and Nashville.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.
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Report of Rear-Admircd Porter, U. S. Navy, recommending the

promotion of Acting Master Watson, V. S. Navy.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, May £7, 1861

Sir: I Avould respectfully recommend the promotion of Acting
Master J. S. Watson, commanding U. S. S. Hastings, to acting volun-
teer lieutenant, for gallant and meritorious conduct in action.

He had command of the Juliet up Eed Kiver, and brought his

vessel safely out of places where there was some danger of her
safety.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

"David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S.

Navy, to report to the Navy Department in person.

Navy Department, May 27, 1864-

Sir : When you feel that you have made such arrangement of your
squadron as will admit of your absence from it for a short period,

I will be pleased to have you proceed to Washington and report in

person to the Department.
Very respectfully, Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, designating the

vessels belonging to the several districts of his command.

General Order, 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,

No. 199. J
Flagship Black Hawk,

Mound City, III., May 27, 186^.

General Orders 80, 141, and 195 are hereby revoked, and the fol-

lowing will be substituted

:

First District—from New Orleans to Donaldsonville—composed of

the following vessels : Essex, Argosy, General Price, St. Clazr, Alex-

andria.

Second District—from Donaldsonville to Morganza—composedof
the following vessels: Lafayette, Juliet, Kenwood, Ouachita,

Avenger, Nymph, Chickasaw.
Third District—from Morganza to Fort Adams—composed of the

following vessels: Choctaw, Gazelle, Neosho, Ozarh, Winnebago,

General Bragg, Little Rebel. Fort Hindman, Cricket, Naiad.

Fourth District—from Fort Adams to Natchez—composed of the

following vessels: Siren, Champion, Chillicothe, Cincinnati, Lexing-

ton^ Peri,
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Fifth District—from Natchez to Vicksburg—composed of the fol-

lowing vessels: Benton, Pittsburg, Curlew, Mound City, Rattler,

Judge Torrence, Forest Rose.
Sixth district—from Vicksburg to Arkansas Eiver—composed of

the following vessels : Romeo, Louisville, Marmora, Prairie Bird, and
two other light-drafts.

Seventh District—from Arkansas Eiver to Memphis—composed of
the following vessels: Hastings, Fawn, NawmJceag, Tyler, Queen
City, Exchange, Silver Cloud, Linden.
Eighth District—from Memphis to Columbus—composed of the

following vessels : Osage, Carondelet, Huntress, New Era.
Ninth District—from Cairo to the head of Tennessee River—com-

posed of the following vessels : Tawah, Elfin, Tuscumhia, Key West,
TJndin£, Paw Paw, Roii, Peosta.
Tenth District—Cumberland Eiver and Upper Ohio—composed

of the following vessels : Brilliant, Moose, Victory, Fairplay, Spring-
field, Reindeer, Silver Lake.
At station at Cairo and to be ready at all times for the admiral's

service, Fairy, Sibyl.

The vessels of one district are not to be ordered away by the com-
mander of another district unless it can be shown that a great emer-
gency exists for so doing ; but commanders of districts will cooperate
with each other, and, when occasion requires, render all aid and assist-

ance in their power.
Observe and carry out the requirements of General Order No. 84.

Davd) D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, JJ. S. Navy, regarding signals.

General Order, 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 205. J Flagship Black Hawk,

Mound City, III., May 28, 186^.

The day and night distinguishing signals of the U. S. S. Fairy will
be those of the late U. S. S. Petrel:
The day signals of the U. S. S. Vindicator will be those next after

the U. S. S. Lafayette on the signal board.
Night distinguishing lights have been assigned to vessels as follows,

viz : Vindicator, No. 60 ; Elfin, No. 63 ; TJnMne, No. 55.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, XJ. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant Lardng, ZJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Rattler.

TJ. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, May 28, 186^.

Sir : I have received your letter of the 27th instant.
"Wlien you have finished your work at the Indianola come down

to this place with the Rattler and ask Captain Johnston to look out
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for your beat during your absence. I will then have Mr. Elliott sur-
veyed. I sent you yesterday some drawing paper.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieutenant-0ommander.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jas. Laning,
Commanding V. S. S. Rattler.

Report of Lieutenant-Com/mander Owen, Z7. S. Navy, commMuding
Sixth District, regarding affairs pertaining to his command.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off Gaines Landing, May 28, I864.

Sir : I arrived here this afternoon, and can see or hear nothing of
the rebel forces. A few moments since I threw a few shrapnel at

some scouts behind the levee. They scampered off at the first fire.

No attacks have been made on boats passing for the past three days.
It may be the enemy have moved down the river to attack Lake
Providence and Goodrich's Landing, where there are a few troops
protecting stores and plantation lessees. No gunboat is stationed at

either place. The Great Western leaks very badly when underway.
She is now stationed at Skipwith's. I will send her up as soon as I
send a boal, or go down to relieve her. The Exchange and Prairie
Bird both require pilots, and the Prairie Bird an engineer. There is

not any coal at Skipwith's, and the late convoying has left the vessel

quite short. Whilst it is necessary to convoy steamers, this district

will require more than two barges a month for its own use; whilst
vessels go up and down, gunboats, dispatch boats, and towboats, will

require another barge and a half. If the vessels were allowed to coal

out of barges coming down, it would save their going down to Skip-
with's. This vessel is short 60 men of her complement, and the times
of the greater portion now on board are running out rapidly. The
Prairie Bird needs general repairing badly.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Gom/mander, Commanding 6th Dist., Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commandi/ng Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from, chief quartermaster at St. Louis to Rear-AdmAral Porter,

V. S. Navy, regarding arrangements for convoying stores up the
Arkansas River.

Quartermaster's Department,
Office of Chief of Western River Transportation,

St. Louis, May 28, 186^.

Admiral: Your dispatch as follows, "Mound City, May 27, 1864.
If you think proper to send the transports, the gunboats shall go up
with them," is received. It is not at all left to my judgment. I am
required to furnish the transportation for a quantity of stores to
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Little Eock and Fort Smith, via the Arkansas, and can not change it.

I therefore sent you the following rej)ly to-day: "The transports

with stores designed for Fort Smith will leave here as soon as the

stores are furnished for the boats. I hope within two or three days

at farthest. I write you." There shall be no delay on my part in

having the boats ready here for the stores. If furnished by the com-
missary and forage quartermaster promptly, a number of boats will

leave here within three days for the mouth of the Arkansas, with

orders to wait a reasonable time to go up the Arkansas, and, if un-
successful, then to proceed to DevalT's BluflF. At the mouth of the

Arkansas they will of course await your orders as to proceeding.

Very respectfully,

Lewis B. Parsons,

Colonel and Chief Qmr. Western River Transportation.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Comrtianding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Report of Acting Master Rickey, U. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. 8. S.

Queen City, regarding captures made at Clarendon, Ark.

U. S. S. Queen City, May %8, 186^.

Sir: I Janded at Clarendon this day and captured 3 mules and 1
horse, all marked U. S.

I took Mr. Dial, who claimed them, prisoner. I also took Mr.
Carr, a justice of the peace, who was in company with Mr. Dial,
taking from him 2 mules and 1 horse. As I landed, I drove out some
rebel pickets who were with the men captured.

Carr is well known to the Union-loving people of that section and
is a terror to them all.

I turned the prisoners over to the provost-marshal at Devall's
BluflF and the stock to the quartermaster, he being very much in
need of them, taking his receipt for the same.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Michael Hickey,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. M. Pricheit.

Report of Acting Master Coyle, U. 8. Navy, giving information
regarding Moses W. Bozard, captured near Canton, Ky., and trans-
mitting statement of prisoner.

U. S. S. Silver Lake,
Cumberland River, May W. 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that on the 26th instant,
having received information of a spy being at a place named Fungo,
2i miles west of Canton, Ky.. I sent a guard and had him arrested
and brought to this vessel, searched, and questioned. And at the
same time I had brought over to the vessel Mr. Nathan Bowman,
who lives 1^ miles west of Murray, Ky., who, in answer to questions,
gives the following information in regard to tti^c QTi^jjo^^py • __^^

'X
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Mr. Nathan Bowman, a very respectable citizen of Kentucky, aged
about 60 years, a relative of Judge Williams, of Padueah, and well
known by his neighbors and friends as an original, staunch, loyal

man, states as follows, viz

:

That the prisoner's name is Moses W. Bozard and is a neighbor of
his. That last November the Federal soldiers went to Bozard's house
to search for arms ; that Bozard denied having any, but the soldiers

found a shotgun in his house. He was heard to say afterwards that

they did not find a home-made Bowie knife, which he had secreted

for the especial use of his Union neighbors. Was told by his neigh-

bors that unless he gave up the knife he would be informed on.

He has been known to admit persons into his house in the night
last winter at different times who were considered improper persons
and strongly suspected of being guerrillas. He also had acquaintance
with and harbored men that he knew were going to join guerrilla

bands. He is believed to have given information to guerrillas of

where his Union neighbors had secreted their stock and other valu-

ables, which were afterwards stolen by the guerillas, he losing noth-

ing. He is a known sympathizer and active secessionist, and the

secessionists place the utmost confidence in him.
When asked his business in the neighborhood, he stated to Captain

Oakley, Fungo Home Guards, and others that his object in coming
there was to procure arms for the protection of himself and neighbors
against guerrillas, as he had on the Friday previous whipped a

guerrilla named A. J. Kane, who was a secessionist.

Mr. Bowman says that A. J. Kane is a quiet, peaceable Union
man and that Bozard did not whip him. He can establish this fact,

because he was in the immediate neighborhood at that time.

It is believed by Mr. Bowman that Bozard came into the neigh-

borhood as a spy, to prepare the way and give information to the

guerrillas of where property of the Union men could be found and
also to ascertain the whereabouts, strength, organization, and vigi-

lance of the Home Guards. That he had done so at the instigation

of the guerrillas and secessionists of Calloway County, many of

Avhom he is known to associate with.

One of his nephews was with the band of guerrillas that robbed

the Eedd Brothers about two weeks ago. The Eedd brothers live

about 2 miles from Newburg, on the east side of Tennessee River.

Mr. Bowman refers to the following-named gentlemen for his

character generally: Judge Williams, of Padueah, Ky.; Judge
McKnight, of Padueah, Ky. ; Judge Beadles, of Marshall County,

provost-marshal and commander at Columbus, Ky. ; Dr. Thomas,
now at Smithland ; Thomas Bell, surgeon at Padueah.

The prisoner when captured had on his person a small amount of

money (Federal currency) and a pass from the provost-marshal at

Padueah, passing him through the lines until further orders, dated

April 23, 1864.

Annexed please find the prisoner's own statement.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jos. C. COYLE,
Acting Master, Corrnnanding

.

Lieutenant-Commander Lefoy Fitch,
Covinxanding Tenth Disti'lct.
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Moses W. Bozard, the prisoner, on being questioned, states as fol-

lows :

His object in coming between the rivers was to see his relatives

(Mrs. Bozard and family), who live near Fungo. He has been to

Paducah, goes there whenever he pleases; has taken the oath; says

Captain Farley, of Canton, knows him; crosses the Tennessee Kiver
whenever he chooses ; was crossed this time by a man named Williams,

who crosses people regularly. (The Newburg and Williams Ferry
are the same.)
He lives 1J miles west of Murray, Calloway County, Ky. ; has been

on this side of the Tennessee River since the 25th instant. Is a farmer
by occupation ; was at Paducah, May 6. Denies having any acquaint-

ance whatever with guerillas; has lived on the Tennessee River
thirty years ; has occupied his present home ever since the war com-
menced; associates principally with Union men; never harbored
guerrillas ; never been searched by either party ; never kept any arms.
Afterwards said the Federal soldiers took a shotgun from him. Says
that a little more than a week ago he whipped a man named Jackson
Kane severely for trying to shoot one of his dogs. Acknowledges
that he did enquire the price of arms, and where they could be pro-
cured, merely, he says, that he might know where to get them if he
wanted them for himself and friends for protection.

Very respectfully,

Jos. C. COYLE,
Acting Master, Commanding.

[Telegram. ]

Paducah, Kt., May £9—11: 50 a. m.
All quiet here this morning. There are small detachments of the

enemy at Mayfield, Dukedom, and Paris. I am informed that Gen-
eral Halleck telegraphed General Prince that Forrest has a force of
15,000 men and that he was moving north from Tujjelo, Miss. Look
out for Paducah, as it was thought that Forrest would strike for that
place. My impression is that he will try to cross the Tennessee above
Clifton, to destroy General Sherman's communications.

James W. Shirk,
Commanding Ninth District.

Rear-Admiral David D. Pohtee,
Gomnuinding U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Forwarded from Metropolis, 111., per steamer Armada, May 29,
2 o'clock p. m.

Chas. Wallace,
Government Agent.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War, trans-
mitting report regarding trade carried on hy the Marine Brigade.

Navy Department, July 1£, 1864.
Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith for your information an

extract from a report made to Rear-Admiral Porter, commanding
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Mississippi Squadron, on the 29th May last, by Lieutenant-Com-
mander Owen, relative to the trade carried on with the rebels by the
Marine Brigade.

Very respectfully, Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

[Eaclosure.]

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off Skipwith's Landing, May 29, 1864.

Sir: The enemy having left the river in this district, I have re-

turned to this place and have ordered the Great Western to proceed
to Cairo in accordance with your orders to the commander of that
^•essel. A few guerrillas are on both banks, but chiefly employed in

conscripting and getting animals. I can get no sworn testimony, but
it is certainly the fact that the Marine Brigade are selling to rebels

stores of every description. Boots (cavalry), navy revolvers, and
many other things, strictly contraband of war.

I have heard this from hundreds of people, from Vicksburg to

Cypress Bend.
Their chief headquarters appear to be Greenville, where they

mostly remain.
The disbursing officer of the Eam Fleet does not hesitate to pro-

claim the brigade a very rotten concern, i. e., they do everything

and anything to make money.
It would be good policy to do away with this brigade, or place it

at intervals under naval control. I find cotton boats navigating all

the bayous with military permits. I to-day have commenced over-

hauling these vessels, and m obedience to your order will send them
to New Orleans.

There are many of them and it will take quite a number of officers.

These boats are undoubtedly employed in getting stores to the rebels.

The military suppose they control the water as well as land, consider-

ing the naval authorities as auxiliary or secondary. I shall regard

no order on the water unless coming from my naval superior. The
large trade with local agents here and there, and the great number
of boats in the trade, perplex me not a little. I would like to have

your instructions, independent of the Treasury Department rules

and the uncertain rules and regulations of agents and generals of all

description. I am rapidly becoming initiated in the mysteries of

this trade, and will soon be able to give you substantial facts. The
Great Western leaves at once. I send my pilot up on the Great

Western. I hope he will be ordered back immediately.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Sixth District.

Kear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Acting Master Donnelly, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S.

Nymph, giving names of vessels boarded.

U. S. S. Nymph,
Off Plaquemine, La., May SO, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of vessels

boarded while cruising between Waterproof and St. Joseph, Fourth
District, May 19 : Steamer Fawn, above "Waterproof, May 19 ; steamer

Keota, below Rodney, May 21; steamer Jolahae, St. Joseph, May 23;

steamer Golden Gate, off Waterproof. Cause of boarding, to ex-

amine papers and search for contraband goods.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. Donnelly,
Acting Master, Gommxmding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Comdg. Miss. Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, III.

Report of Lieutenant-COTuvmander Mitchell, V. S. Navy, regarding
U. S. S. Osage, ashore on Helena Bar, and operations of the enem/y

at Corinth, Miss., and' n^ear Osceola^ Ark.

IJ. S. S. Carondelet,

Off Memphis, Tenn., May 30, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report my arrival at this place yesterday
at 6 p. m.

I communicated with the commanding officer of the Osage at

Helena Bar on the 28th, and he informs me that a rise of from 6 to

9 inches more will enable him to get her afloat. She is in the same
position as when you passed up. The Silver Cloud is in company
with her, and in the event of the rise, which has commenced, will

assist in hauling her off.

Forrest is reported at Corinth and about making a raid into this

place. I shall I'emain here for a few days, or until further informa-
tion is received from him, as Captain Townsend informs me that he
is about leaving Cairo. A letter from Acting Master Marshall, of
the New Era, was received yesterday evening, giving information of
a rebel force of from 100 to 200 strong back of Osceola landing,
where his vessel is lying. General Washburn, with whom I have
communicated this morning, informs me that he will send a cavalry
force up to that point to cut them off.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 8th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to the provost-
m^arshal at Cairo, III., for investigation of charges against Solomon
and Lewis Harris, prisoners.

MoTJND Citt, May 31, [i5g^].
Sir: By direction of Admiral Porter I send you Solomon and

Lewis Harris, captured near the mouth of Black River, and charged
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by their neighbors as being the persons who gave such information
as led to the recapture and death of some of the crew of the ram
Queen of the West. One of them was overheard to say he was glad

that engineer on board the Black Hawk (one of General Banks'
transports) did not see him, as he knew enough about him to stretch

his neck. This engineer was, I believe, on board the Queen of the

West at the time of her capture. The admiral requests that you
please investigate these charges, and if, from any cause, they can not

be substantiated that these men be treated as prisoners of war.
EespectfuUy, etc., your obedient servant,

K. R. Brbese,
Lieutenant-Gommanctbr, Commanding.

Peovost-Makshal,
Cairo, III.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Major-General
Canty, U. S. Army, regarding movements of Major-General For-

rest, C. S. Army.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, May 31, 1861,..

General: I have just received the enclosed telegram from
Paducah

:

Information, which appears to be reliable, has been received that Forrest is

attempting to cut off Sherman's communications, and unless a force (A. J.

Smith or some one else) is sent up here he may succeed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-AdTniral.

Major-General E. R. S. Canbt,
Commianding Military Division of West Mississippi.

[Telegram.]

Paducah, May 31, 1864.

The commander of the post has reliable information that Forrest

is at Corinth with a heavy force, [Abram] Buford this side with a

brigade. Railroad working to Corinth and being repaired to Jack-

son, [Miss.]. ^
'

"-

A. F. O'Neil,

Lieutenant, Commanding Paw Paw.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Mound City.

[Telegram.]

Paducah, May 31, 1681

Captain Shirk, with the Key West and Elfin, went up the Ten-

nessee at 8 : 30 a. m.
A. F. O'Neil,

Lieutenant, Commanding Paw Paw.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Mound City.
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[Telegram.]

St. Louis, May 31, 1864.

The Runyan left here day before yesterday for the mouth of

Arkansas. Three more will leave in the morning, to be followed by
others as fast as the stores can be furnished.

L. B. Parsons,
Colonel and Assistant Quartermaster.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Mound City.

Report of Lieutena,nt-Com,mander Fitch, V. S. Navy, requesting

approval of order for the restriction of trade in Kentucky and
Tennessee.

U. S. S. Moose,
Louisville, Ky., May 31, 186^.

Sir : I find on coming up the river that during the absence of the

gunboats, and since trade has been reestablished, there has been an
indiscriminate traffic with the rebels in Kentucky.
Kentucky is now full of guerrillas, and for no other purpose than

to pick up these supplies that have been collecting during the winter.

There are not boats enough in this district to guard and watch
every crossing, therefore the only way to stop this abuse is to stop
all intercourse.

The greatest difficulty is with the surveyors of ports. If they did
their duty strictly, there would be no necessity for such restrictions.

I send enclosed an order which I hope you will approve, that I
may get it in full force, and stop this smuggling before low water
sets in. I do not think we can be too severe on such people.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Rot Fitch,
Lieutenant-Convmander, Comdg. 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Moose,
Ohio River, June 1, 186^.

As the commerce with a portion of the States of Kentucky and
Tennessee has been carried on with guerrillas and disloyal persons
to such an extent as to amount to an abuse of the privilege, it is
hereby ordered that, till further notice, all trade to the Kentucky
shore below Cannelton is prohibited, and steamers must not land oh
that side of the river, except at posts garrisoned by United States
troops, without a written permit from the proper naval officer.
Any steamer violating this order will be seized and sent to Mound

City, and all goods found in scows or skiffs crossing the river, or
about to cross, without a permit from the proper naval officer will
be confiscated.

All persons found crossing the river in scows, flats, or other craft
wUl be arrested.
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AH ferries within the above limits will, from this date, be sus-
pended until further orders.

As soon as Government steamers cease running up the Cumberland
Kiver no vessel will be permitted to enter that stream until naviga-
tion again opens in the fall.

For further particulars, commanding officers in the Tenth District
are referred to General Order No. 2 from the admiral.

[Le Roy Fitch],
Lieutenant-Commander^ Gomdg. 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen., TJ. S. Navy, giving informa-
tion of Confederate hattery and troops at Sunnyside, Ark.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off SkipwitK's Landing, May 31, 1864..

Sir: I was informed last evening by Major Lawrence, of the
Marine Brigade, that there is a battery of nine pieces (20, 12, and
6 pounders) at Sunnyside, supported by nearly 10,000 infantry. I
am very much in want of gunboats. If I leave here I fear the enemy
will come in and destroy the tugs, barges, mortars, etc. The Clara
Fames was captured and burned. I fear the Pauline Carroll, with a
thousand troops on board, has shared the same fate.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Sixth District.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

\Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Flye, V. S. Navy, conmiand-
ing V. S. S. Osage, regarding efforts to get that vessel off Helena
Bar.

U. S. S. Osage,
Helena Bar, Mississippi River, May 31, 1864.

Sir: Previously to my taking command of this vessel, on the 26th
instant, Captain Selfridge had commenced lightening her by sending
on shore some of the iron plating of the turret, the heavy iron grat-

ings, all of the solid shot and grape, and many other heavy articles.

I continued the process by removing the iron plating over her paddle
wheel and pilot house.

By the morning of the 29th instant there had been a rise of water
to the amount of 7^ inches. I had previously carried out our heaviest

anchor, a little on the starboard bow, and backed it with a kedge.

The U. S. S. Silver Cloud came to our assistance on the 28th in-

stant, bringing a 9-inch and an 11-inch hawser. One of these hawsers
was run from our port bow to the Silver Cloud, the other from the
shore to her steam capstan.

On the morning of the 29th instant, finding that the river was no
longer rising, I made every effort to get this vessel off the bar, but
without the least success. We hove in on our starboard anchor, the
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Silver Cloud worked her steam capstan, and we worked our engine

at full power without being able to move the ship in the least. I

repeatedly caused the engine to be backed strongly, that the paddle
wheel might force the water powerfully under the bottom of the ves-

sel, hoping that this action might loosen the sand underneath her. I
also used rakes and hoes, endeavoring to loosen the sand alongside.

We kept up these various efforts constantly during the whole of the

day without having started the ship in the least. In the meantime
the water had commenced falling, and has continued to fall ever since.

Kothing further can be done in the way of moving the ship until 'it

rises. It has gone down 15 inches since Sunday morning, the 29th
instant, and is still falling rapidly. Already a knoll of hard sand
is bare under our port side, a little abaft the turret. Forward and
aft of this the water increases gradually to 3 feet 11 inches. On the
starboard side, commencing forward and going aft to the stern, we
have the following depths of water, viz: 3 feet 11 inches; 3 feet 9

inches ; 3 feet 3 inches ; 2 feet 7 inches ; 2 feet ; 2 feet 5 inches ; 1 foot
3 inches ; 2 feet ; 2 feet 6 inches ; 3 feet. These figures show that the
whole weight of the vessel rests on hard sand amidships, while at
each end there is nearly enough water to float her. As a consequence
of this, she is badly strained, her bow and stern have dropped at least
6 inches, and her fore-and-aft bulkheads have broken in two abreast
the fire room. This last injury is very serious, as these bulkheads
stand in the stead of keelsons in ordinary vessels. It is to be ex-
pected tihat she will continue to hog still more until the water has
entirely left her. I have filled in under the bow with brush so as to
prevent the current from washing away the sand any more at that
point. I shall continue to send on shore such heavy articles as can
be spared from the ship, with a view to diminish the strain on her
hull.

I am prepared to get up steam in case we should have occasion to
revolve the turret.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

William Flte,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, protesting against the
conduct of Treasury agents in relation to trade and transmittinq
papers on the subject.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, 31ay 31, 186J,.

Sir: I have scarcely hoped to see anvthing like a cessation of guer-
rilla warfare in this quarter while indiscriminate trade was allowed
and while an army of so-called Treasury aids were employed in
supplying the enemy, instead of. protecting the Treasury and the in-
terests of the Government. No one knows the difficulties I have had
to contend with m keeping the rebels comparativelv quiet in the
rivers, having hitherto received no assistance from the Army, which
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occupies three or four principal points on this river, and seldom
makes any attempts to dislodge the guerrillas that come to the bank
for plunder and trade.

Treasury agents have come out here from time to time, professing
to be' armed with full powers to trade,- even within the enemy's lines.

I could not pretend to go into a history of all the nefarious trans-
actions that have occurred on this river through the connivance of
Treasury agents, and notwithstanding I did all I could to put a stop
to the supplies that were going into the rebels' hands, I found it

impossible to do anything while the military commanders at Colum-
bus, Hickman, Memphis, Helena, Vicksburg, Natchez, and every
military post on the Mississippi, indorsed the permits of the Treas-
ury agents. For two years Memphis has been a regular depot for
rebel supplies, as much as $100,000 worth of stores of all kinds going
into the enemy's lines at one time, and though the rebels might, on
two or three occasions, have captured Memphis they were too deeply
interested in the trade to do anything that would interrupt it. Had
all trade been cut off with the rebel States bordering on this river

the sounds of war would scarcely be heard here now, but at this very
moment the rebel Forrest is passing along in a line from Baton Rouge
to Paducah and supplying the rebel army with the supplies that have
been thrown into the interior from New Orleans to St. Louis.

I have made more than one complaint to the Department in rela-

tion to theise matters, though I could hope for no improvement while

the commanders of military posts recognized Treasury regulations

as taking precedence of military necessity.

I am happy at last to see that there is some hope of a change in

the system which has heretofore been the cause of so much mischief

in the Department of the Mississippi. Generals Washburn and Slo-

cum seem to be the first officers who have had the courage to attempt

to put a stop to the trade with the rebels, which is not in accord-

ance with any laws that I know to exist. The inclosed is a jjrinted

order of General Washburn, which I have endorsed, and which I hope
the Department will sustain me in doing.

I have but one object, and that is the prevention of trade with

rebels^ and the crushing out of this rebellion.

All that General Washburn says is true, and a thousand times more
could be said.

I enclose a slip from a AVestern newspaper, which gives a descrip-

tion of the whole system practiced on this river in the fewest pos-

sible words. I also enclose a copy of a letter marked "A" which gives

the names of parties implicated in treasonable transactions with the

rebels.

I also enclose a letter marked " B," which I wrote to a Mr. Yeatman,

Treasury agent at Memphis, in answer to an application for a gun-

boat. Mr. Yeatman never answered my letter. It is supposed that

he is engaged with a man by the name of Parkman, who receives

permits for an unlimited amount of supplies.

Mr. Yeatman could scarcely have been blind to the frauds com-

mitted at Memphis, and though he professes to be superlatively

honest, I am not disposed to separate him from the crowd of Treasury

agents, who all bear bad names in this quarter. At Vicksburg the

complicity of some Army officers of the Marine Brigade and Treas-
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ury agents has been so notorious that it is known to every one. I

intend to collect facts which will be sent to the Department from

time to time to substantiate all I say.

At Natchez a Judge Hart, Treasury agent, has been carrying on

the most shameful traffic, charging large commissions for permits,

and being engaged through one Field in opening a trade store by

which the rebels have been fully supplied. General Slocum has

taken this matter in hand, has arrested Field; and, I think, Hart, and

it is to be hoped they will be properly dealt with.

Though I have not taken any verj decided steps to break up
trade, yet I have made myself sufficiently obnoxious to dishonest

parties to cause them to try and bring some odium on the Navy.

Not one of the few charges brought against the Navy has had the

least shadow of truth in them. The business of the gunboats has

been to protect commerce passing on the river and prevent the

rebels from getting munitions of war. The combinations of the

Army and Treasury were too strong for us to resist, though I have

in all instances seized and sent to court every article of contraband
that came within our notice.

At different times since I took command here, 8,000 bales of
cotton have been seized, taken from the bank, or found abandoned,
or was the property of the so-called Confederate Government. In
all cases of the kind, such cotton has been sent to Cairo to Captain
Pennock, who receipts for it, registers it in his office, subject to the

inspection of anyone, reports it with accompanying papers to the

district court, and when the marshal receives it and receipts for it,

our connection with the matter ceases. I think the course pursued
by the Navy is the only just and proper one; at least it is fair to

presume that claimants are satisfied with it, as out of about 8,000

bales not 1,000 have been condemned. There is a great deal of
dishonesty about these transactions, but I don't feel interested

enough in the matter to go to the trouble or expense of meddling
with it.

I have reported to the Department every case where there was the
least shadow of complaint against a Navy officer, but in all the
complaints brought against different branches of the service, by the
press or parties connected with iib, you will never see the name of a
naval officer mentioned. There were two or three disreputable
characters out here, but I soon had them dismissed.
Now, all I ask, sir, is that you will give your hearty support to

the course that will hereafter be followed by the Arniy and Navy
in putting down illicit, or contraband traffic, and you may depend
that war will end in these waters.

I don't hesitate to say that the Treasury agents have been the
best friends the rebels have had, and I can bring written docu-
ments to prove that almost every Treasury man employed on the
Mississippi has been engaged in traffic instead of attending to the
interests of the Government.

Parties are now engaged in preparing a statement of facts for
me, which I will lay before the Department when they come to
hand. No doubt the course I am now pursuing will call forth the
ill-will and abuse of parties accused, but I am perfectly independent
of newspaper attacks, and fearless in the performance of my duties.



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 343

I enclose herewith all the orders I have issued in relation to trade,
endeavoring as near as possible not to run counter to any order of
the Navy Department.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVn> D. PORTEK,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gu>EON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures—Newspaper clipping.]

I propose to add a few words on one of the causes which has done
much to unfit and dispirit this army. I refer to the wholesale
venality and corruption which prevails. It is an astounding fact
that nearly every prominent commander of the army post or con-
troller of stores and transportation is openly accused of receiving
bribes for favors. Cotton is the curse of the army of the lower Mis-
sissippi. Such vast sums are ready to be lavished on this staple, that
it requires an inbred integrity to resist the temptation. Quarter-
masters, provost-marshals, post commanders are all implicated.
These, however, are not so bad as the Treasury agents and the detec-
tive force. If ever system was abused, the present policy of selling

supplies to the rebels is, and astonishing as it may seem, the very
machinery •which was framed to prevent it proves its own defect.

All sorts of goods in large quantities, including contraband, are going
to the enemy, too often, I fear, with the knowledge of our officers.

One favorite channel of the rebels is through the means of the rev-

enue aid, who travels on all boats, who is simply a sponge through
which you can filter anything by paying for it. To add to this piece

of villainy. General Bowen has a large force of detectives who are
mainly engaged in blackmailing innocent persons and getting large
fees for permitting contraband to pass by them. Cotton dealers and
travelers can testify to the annoyance of these low characters. They
are a nuisance which should be abated.

General Order, 1

No. 2.
J

Cairo, III., October 18, 1862.

The commanders of all vessels going up and down the rivers Ohio
and Mississippi will detain and examine all boats they may observe

passing from one shore to the other. This rule will be observed from
Louisville to Vicksburg until further orders, except at points occu-

pied by United States troops. All persons so detained not having
passes from the military and naval commanders will be brought to

the commanding officer of the squadron, who will examine into the

case.

All goods or merchandise, arms, ammunition, or contraband of

war found in any rowboat or scow will be held by the commanding
officer of any vessel and detained by him until further orders.

All boats and persons are to be strictly searched for letters. None
are to be permitted to pass, and all are to be brought to headquarters.

All boats found along the river banks at suspicious places will be

taken possession of.
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Any vessel that may be fired on by guerrillas or other persons will

do all the damage in her power to the vicinity from which she was
attacked in order to repress the outrageous practice of guerrilla

warfare.
After the 25th of October all vessels found landing cargoes at any

point below Cairo or any point between Cairo and Louisville, except

at places specified in collectors' permits, or by permission from the

naval commanding officer or at places occupied by United States

troops will be brought to Cairo and detained until the matter is

investigated.

A copy of this general order will be furnished to steamers stopping

at this port.

David D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

General Order,! U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 21. J

Cairo, III., December £, 1862.

Commanders of all vessels will not permit any commerce to be
carried on at any points not occupied by United States troops, no
matter what permits they may have, unless they are mine.
The commanders of vessels will carefully examine all steamers not

in the employ of the Government or carrying troops, and send to
me all Uiose carrying contraband or improper merchandise. The
object is to break up the carrying of anything into rebel ports.

I regret to say that vessels have been allowed to land goods between
Helena and Memphis, and I hope a stricter lookout may be kept up
in future.

The following vessels have been carrying contraband goods and
must be examined by every vessel that meets them.
Everything in the way of military clothing is contraband; men's

shoes, salt, ready-made clothing, saddles, medicines, munitions of
war, and, on the whole, I think it is a good plan to pass nothing.

List of vessels reported as having been carrying contraband of war,
viz. Blue Wing, Black Hawk, J. R. Williams, Lake City, Conway.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Comrrumding Mississippi Squadron.

General Order,1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 47. J Yazoo River, April 16, 1863.

The commanders of all vessels in the Mississippi Squadron are
directed to conform strictly to the orders of March 31, 1863, issued
by the Secretary of the Treasury, regulating trade. No officer must
interfere with the purchase, sale, or transportation of goods or mer-
chandise, which shall be conducted under the regulations of the
Treasury Department, by Treasury agents or other authorized officers
of the Treasury Department, and any officers will give such aid in
carrying out the provisions of said act and in enforcing due observ-
ance of the said regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury as can
be given without manifest injury to the public service.
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ft is further ordered that any officer who may have in his posses-
sion any property belonging to the insurrectionary States not re-
quired for military purposes shall turn it over to a Treasury agent,
taking duplicate receipts for the same. All papers, receipts, and
vouchers relating to such property should be turned over to the
Treasury agent, or any document showing the right to possession of
such property by the individuals from whom it was taken.
No officer will take on board any cotton, tobacco, goods, or mer-

chandise, unless necessary for military purposes or ordered to do so
by me. Nor will they interfere with trade upon these rivers, unless
it may be to prevent the violation of the regulations aforesaid.
Every commander will furnish himself with a copy of the regula-

tions of the Treasury of March 31, conform strictly to them him-
self, and make all others under him do the same.

David D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

General Ortier, 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 50.

J Flagship Black Hawk, April ^7, 1863.

All commanding officers are ordered to assist the agents of the
Treasury Department in cases where a gunboat is needed to cover
a transport while taking on board abandoned property.

DAvro D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

General Order, 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 109. J Flagship Black Hawk, Octoher U, 1863.

In cases where vessels of this squadron capture steamers engaged
in unlawful traffic on the Mississippi and tributaries, the law govern-
ing prizes captured must be strictly complied with.

The law requires that the commanding officer shall carefully pre-

serve all the papers and writings found on board, and transmit the
whole, unmutilated, to the judge of the district where the prize is

ordered to proceed, with all the necessary witnesses, and a report of
all the circumstances attending the capture, etc. See section 5 of

article approved July 17, 1862.

If a vessel on the river engaged in mercantile pursuits is seized

for violation of any existing Treasury laws or regulations, the same
course must be pursued as in the capture of any enemy's vessel.

In case this rule is not followed, the captain will become respon-

sible for the unlawful detention of the vessel.

If a vessel is not seized and sent into port of the district of a

loyal State, she must not be detained at all longer than necessary

to examine her papers, nor must she be turned over to the Army,
with which the Navy has nothing to do in such transactions; nor
must the commander who makes the seizure compel the captain or
owners to give bonds to deliver themselves up, no such bonds being
legal.

No vessel must be interfered with in any way when a naval com-
mander finds a revenue aid on board, unless said vessel is engaged
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in landing munitions of war or is trading in a district prohibited

by the military orders, or within the enemy's lines.

The officers commanding divisions are instructed to give aid and

protection to all legitimate trade and have the orders of the Treas-

ury Department respected by the vessels under their immediate

command.
The want of attention to those printed regulations complicates

the duties of this squadron, and gives the Navy Department much
unnecesary trouble in answering applications from interested

parties.

David D. Poetek,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

General Order, 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 111. J

Flagship Black Hawk, Octoler 17, 1863.

By the new Treasury order military officers commanding posts are

authorized to endorse permits for taking out cotton, and officers of

districts will also endorse for any persons in whom they have confi-

dence, or where the gunboats can protect the vessels.

Vessels loaded with cottom will be permitted to proceed to New
Orleans, and officers on the gunboats are not to board steamers bound
up or down, unless they wish to put on board dispatches, and every
steamer boarded must be reported to me, and the reasons given for
boarding her.

It is desired by the Government to protect the trade where cotton
belongs to loyal persons, and the gunboats must give their protection
whenever they can do so. When a gunboat has given the protection
required, and the cotton is on board, the commander will endorse on
the receipt " All correct," with his name signed, which will be suffi-

cient pass for the steamer.

The order of a commander of a military post or district will be
sufficient if there is no revenue aid on board.

Generals Grant's and Banks' orders will, at all times, entitle the
persons taking cotton to the protection of gunboats without any fur-
ther orders from me, unless there is an attempt to violate the orders
of the Secretary of the Treasury by landing goods of a suspicious
character, when the officer commanding the division must exercise his
judgment with as little inconvenience to the steamers as possible.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commxmding Mississippi Squadron.

General Order, 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 197.

J Flagship Black Hawk,
Oif Mouth Red River, May 20, 1864.

The late order of the Secretary of the Treasury permits persons to
bring cotton from within the lines of the enemy, but does not give
permission to land more than a limited quantity of family supplies.
All officers are directed not to interfere with the cotton trade, but to
afford protection to vessels getting it off.
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No vessels will, however, be sent up any river, bayou, or creek for
the purpose of aiding any cotton dealers, who, if they land in such
places, do it at their own risk.

All that will be required of commanders will be to see that no
articles, contraband of war, are landed and that steamers do not
carry persons away from landing places without permits or passes,
either from naval officers or from military commanders.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Comrrumding Mississippi Squadron.

General Order, 1

No. 198. I [May 20, 1864.]

Major-General E. E. S. Canby has been ordered to command the
troops in the Department of the Gulf and from Cairo to Red River,
and all officers under my command will cooperate zealously with him,
give him all information with regard to the movements of the enemy,
and call upon him at any time for assistance.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admired, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

General Order, 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 20^. / Flagship Black Hawk,

Mound City, III., May 31, 1864.

General Washburn has issued the following order in relation to

the illicit trade in this river, which has so long been tolerated and
fostered by officers commanding military posts and Treasury agents,

and by which the war on the border of the Mississippi River has
been much prolonged

:

General Ordebs, 1 Headquarters Division of West Tennessee,
No. 4. J Memphis, Term., May U, JS6i.

The abuses existing on the Mississippi River render the interference of the
military power imperative. Boats have cleared almost daily from Memphis
with clearances for any landing place they may choose, and that without any
further restriction than a clause in their clearance that they will not violate

the law of the United States. Boats thus cleared, loaded to the guards with a
variety of merchandise, proceed down the river, sometimes landing on the shore,

sometimes rounding to and anchoring out, and communicating with the shore
in small boats. They open trade with all classes of people except loyal ones.

They negotiate with rebel chieftains and guerrillas for the bringing In of
cotton and taking out supplies. They invite rebel officers and soldiers on board
and drink and hobnob together.

Some boats, I am assured, have been out forty or fifty days from their clear-

ance from Memphis, replenishing their supplies from time to time from other
boats proceeding up or down the river; running into every creek, bayou, and
lagoon where Confederate trade can be carried on. Even the farce of landing
under the guns of a gunboat is seldom complied with. The revenue aids on
board of each, with very few exceptions, are known to be of bad character,

and many of them are proven to be in complicity with persons engaged in

contraband trade. One arrested yesterday is known to be a Confederate soldier

belonging to a regiment in Arkansas, and is now in the Irving Block; another,

when the boat was overhauled, upon which he was aid, took the precaution to

throw his valise overboard, thus destroying the evidence of his crime.

It is therefore ordered that no boat shall land between Cairo and the mouth
of the White River, except wliere there is a garrison of United States troops.
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They will not be allowed to land in skiffs or small boats, nor will tbey be

allowed to land supplies at any military point named above, except for

the use of the United States troops and such persons as are residing within

the Federal lines, without special permits in each case from these headquarters.

The ram Monarch will proceed to-morrow morning at 6 o'clock down the

Mississippi River and arrest every trading boat found between Memphis and
White River. All passengers on board, who are women and children, or all

persons not liable to conscription by the laws of the Confederate States, will

be put ashore at the first landing, together with any effects they may have;
and parties liable to conscription are presumed to be in the rebel Army, and
will be brought as prisoners of war to this city. The commander of the ram
Monarch will send each boat to this city under guard, which will be famished
by Brigadier-General Buckland, and no boats will be allowed to land except

at Helena on the way up.

By order of Major-General C. C. Washburn

:

W. H. Morgan,
Assistant Adjutant-Onneral.

I agree fully with General Washburn in all he says, and .xva glad

to see that at last there may be some hopes of destroying the system
of trade with the rebels, which, if continued, this war must be carried

on indefinitely.

General Washburn speaks in his general order of the " fnrce of

landing goods under the surveillance of the gunboats." If there has
been such a " farce " enacted, it has been contrary to my orders, as

the gunboats have been directed to examine every article that went
on s^ore, to prevent the landing of contraband of war; for while
Army oncers, commanding posts, endorsed permits of Treasury
agents for supplies, sufficient in amount to keep a large rebel army,
the Navy could do no more than see that these supplies were not
contraband and seize them where they were. I trust there will be
no more farces, and it is ordered that no gunboat permit any sup-
plies of a private nature, and not exclusively for the public service,

to be landed anywhere on the river except at military posts. Let
due notice be given to all boats going up and down the river, and
let the commander of each district see that all boats are furnished
with a copy of this order.

The commanders of districts will permit no interference or seizure
of vessels within the limits of my command for illicit traffic, by other
than naval vessels. They will cooperate with commanders of military
posts to the best of their ability in putting down the contraband
traffic, which is becoming more formidable daily.
No organization of vessels other than purely naval will be per-

mitted to regulate the affairs properly coming under my jurisdiction,
and if any vessel or vessels so organized should persist in interfering
with the duties devolving on the Navy^ commanders of districts will
use all the force they have to arrest such vessels.

David D. Portek,
Rear-AdmAral^ Cormnanding Mississippi Squadron.

Between the 1st and 8th of April, 1864, Mr. Mansfield, of the firm
of Mansfield, Lovell & Co., New Orleans (and some others), shipped
some $30,000 worth of provisions, drv goods, etc., by steamer Empire
1 ansh to Lobdell's Landing, West Baton Eouge, some 14 miles above
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East Baton Rouge, outside the Federal lines, for no other purpose
than to supply residents of the Confederacy, thereby realizing a
handsome profit on the investment. Soon after the goods were landed
as above, Brigadier-General P. St. George Cooke dispatched Colonel
¥. A. Boardman, of the Fourth Wisconsin Cavalry, to look after the
goods. He thought proper to seize them, supposing the commander
of the department would not be guilty of supplying the enemy with
clothing or subsistence. They were brought to East Baton Rouge
by Colonel Boardman's order.
When Provost-Marshal-General Bowen was notified of the fact,

it was ascertained that these goods had been allowed to land at Lob-
dell's by permission of Major-General Banks, the permit for the
goods bearing his signature, as well as that of Provost-Marshai-Gen-
eral Bowen and two other ofiicials, whose names I do not recollect.

As soon as notified of the seizure, General Bowen immediately or-
dered the release of the goods and allowed them to be taken back to
the place of seizure, in the very heart of the Confederacy, to subsist
the enemy upon, which is now so stubbornly opposing our advance.
The above is but one instance of the many favors shown the enemy

by high ofiicials in this department.

B.

U. 'S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Cairo, November 11, 1863.

Sir: Your communication of November 6, to Captain Pattison,

has been forwarded to me and gives me an opportunity of saying
what I think would be best for the public service.

To General Grant and myself was first submitted a plan for the
introduction of trade on these waters, and we both approved it, the

regulations to take effect within the limits not forbidden by the mili-

tary regulations.

So many regulations have been issued from time to time that, to

avoid interfering with the regulations of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury and to conform to the orders of the Secretary of the Navy, I

forbade the ofiicers under my command interfering in any way with
trade, except in cases where munitions of war were being landed.

I found the permits so obscure that in few instances could a vessel

have passed an examination according to the customs prescribed in

maritime ports, with which customs and forms I am very familiar.

In all cases they have been allowed to land so many packages without

saying what the packages contained, and, for augnt I know, they

may have contained—and no doubt in many cases did contain

—

powder, for I see by an admission of a Mr. Alexander, in the St.

Louis papers, that a permit was given for powder in Chicago when
it would not be allowed in St. Louis.

You can not have failed to perceive that the banks of the Missis-

sippi are lately infested with guerrillas, who, I am informed, come
there for no other purpose than to obtain supplies with which to

carry on the war.
The manifests produced by most of the vessels examined amount

to nothing; addition can be made to them by anyone who chooses

to do so.
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The manifest should be made out on a separate sheet of paper,

with proper heading, and be signed and sealed by the collector,

whereas now the clearance is merely pasted on to a separate manifest

which is in a dozen different handwritings.
Every bill of sale should be approved by the custom-house au-

thorities, which is not done. I am confident that more than two-

thirds of the vessels clearing with permits to trade are carrying on

illicit traffic, and the war will be postponed indefinitely while this

thing lasts. We have not only to fight the rebels, but we have to

fight against these dishonest traders. Two of them, the Lilly Martin

and tug Sweden were seized and sent up to me the other day, but I had
to let them go, as they had covered things up pretty well ; they were

both speculators, and one had a Government aid on board. If the

rebels ever get hold of one of these steamers they will capture and
bum half a dozen. The only way I can see is for the Treasury
agents to put in the clearance for all vessels " to land under cover

of a gunboat, and the vessel and cargo to be forfeited if this rule is

not complied with."

The gunboats also to overhaul all cargo that is landed and examine
it, and to seize the vessel if her cargo does not correspond with the

manifest and bills of lading.

I do not see myself how any general can carry on operations while
at any moment the rebels can be transported from one side of the
river to the other, which I have reason to think has been done on
more thUn one occasion, for large bodies of men have been known to

cross the Mississippi in one night, notwithstanding the vigilance of
the gunboats ; this could only be done by steamers.

I will seize hereafter every vessel that attempts to trade except
under the guard of a gunboat.
Now comes another question: How far are the people allowed to

trade in cotton ? My idea is that speculators have no business med-
dling with the trade, but that planters should be allowed to ship
their cotton. None but dishonest men will engage in this restricted
trade anyhow, and do so for the profits they will make in cotton.

It is well known that cotton can not be got out without the con-
nivance of guerrillas, who are paid whatever they choose to demand.
I do not want the officers under my command to become excise officers,

but the safety and interests of the operations now going on demand
that some steps be taken to arrest the wholesale dishonesty which is

being practiced. As to the commerce, it is doing the country no
good and only benefiting the rebels, and I think the sooner they all
starve to death the better it will be.

If there are Union people among them, I would help them ; but not
a man of doubtful loyalty would I give any assistance to. They
should all be made to come to the North and get their supplies ; they
could then see for themselves our prosperity and judge how useless it
is for them to hope for success in the villainous war they have com-
menced. The comparison between the North and the South which
they would witness in their visit to that part of the Union would not
be very flattering to their pride, and they could see that the stories
told about the grass growing in our streets are all fabrications.

I know of but one way to carry on war, and that is to deprive these
people of every hope of comfort and means of living until they go
down on their knees and beg for mercy. As to the cotton, I would
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like to see it all burned, for it has led to nothing but dishonesty during
this war.
The rebels were lately so short of powder that they could not get

any to fire on our boats with, and now they are crowding into the
banks by hundreds. Whisky and powder are the naain inducements.
Will you please inform me how far down vessels receive permits to

trade, and whether vessels going below Memphis and clearing from
St. Louis or other places above have to stop at Memphis to have their

bills of lading viseed ? Will you also send me forms of bills of lad-

ing, manifests, and clearances, and I will have a lot struck off for the
guidance of the commanders, etc., or if you will send me 100 of each
it will save time. I can thus supply each vessel. Your signature
and that of the other officers would be desirable, so that our officers

would know them.
With a uniform system, the smuggling can be broken up ; but the

best place to do it is at Memphis ; detectives there could stop a great

deal of it. Please let me hear from you' as soon as possible, for I
may be away up the Tennessee.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
liear-Admiral.

Thos. H. Yeatman, Esq.,

Special Agent of Treasury. Memphis, Tenn.

Letter from Major-General Sickles, U. S. Army, to the President of
the United States, urging the interdiction of trade.

U. S. Gunboat Fairy,

Off Memphis, Tenn., May 31, 186^.

Sir: I deem it of importance to report to you the real character

of the trade with the enemy which is carried on in the neighborhood

of our lines. In the way it has been conducted immense supplies go
to the enemy and help to sustain a hostile population. The removal

of restrictions upon trade in Kentucky, Missouri, and West Virginia

opened an extensive frontier, through which the enemy are supplied.

The raid of Forrest upon Paducah and Fort Pillow, it is believed,

was undertaken in part to enable him to secure large quantities of

goods which had been accumulated by arrangement through disloyal

agencies at points within our lines along his line of march. At
Memphis, before the recent suspension of trade by General Wash-
burn, goods to the amount of half a million a week went through

our lines, sold for currency or exchanged for cotton. Boats loaded

with supplies have had almost unrestricted opportunities for trade

on the Mississippi and some of its navigable tributaries, stopping

anywhere along the river and dealing with anybody. It is intimated

that Memphis has heretofore been so reliable and constant a source

of rebel supplies as to secure for it a comparative exemption from
attack by the enemy. I give you in these statements a summai^ of

what I have learned from loyal citizens of high character and officers

of the naval and military service. Admiral Porter, Commander
Pattison, commanding officers in the Annies of the Tennessee and
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Cumberland ; Generals Washburn, Prince, and others on the Missis-

sippi, bear concurrent testimony to the same effect.

The orders issued recently by General Washburn will arrest the evil

in his district, but to be effectual the policy should be general and not

dependent upon the initiative of the local commander. I would re-

spectfully recommend that all trade with persons beyond our lines

be interdicted, and that commanding officers of squadrons and mili-

tary districts be held responsible for the enforcement of the prohi-

bition. It may be urged that some loyal people beyond our lines

will suffer, but a hundredfold more of the loyal people within our
lines suffer in the vital injury done to our cause by a concession which
benefits a hundred rebels where it relieves one Union man. I can
not too earnestly solicit the attention of the Government to this sub-

ject. The effect upon our Army and Navy can not be otherwise than
injurious when they see a vast trade carried on with our enemies.
This intercourse enriches a mercenary horde, who follow in the rear
of our forces, corrupting by the worst temptations those in authority,
giving aid and comfort to the enemy, and relieving that extreme
destitution of the insurgent population which would otherwise oper-
ate as a powerful inducement toward the restoration of tranquility
and order. I am now on my way to Little Eock, by way of White
River, and expect to reach New .Orleans on or about the 15th of
next month.

Very respectfully, D. E. Sickles,
Major-Generdl.

His Excellency the PnEsmENT.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S.
Navy, regarding the change of name of one of the vessels of his
com/mand.

Navy Department, June 1, 1861^.

Sir: Agreeably to your request of the 17th ultimo, the depart-
ment authorizes you to change the name of the Maria to the Fairy,
instead of to the Antelope, as directed in its letter of May 9.

Very respectfully,

Gideon Welles,

_, ,
Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

Order of Lieutenant-Corrvmander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Engineer
Magers, U. S. Navy, to take passage on the V. S. S. Antelofpe to
his station.

U. S. S. Black Hawk, June 1, ISSJ,..

Sir: By direction of Admiral Porter you have permission to wait
here until the Antelope is ready to go down the river, when you will
take passage on her to join your vessel.

Respectfully, etc., K. E. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Acting First Assistant Engineer F. M. Magers, IJ. S. Navv.
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Report of Acting Master'Marshall, U. S. Navy, regarding the need
of additional force.

U. S. Gunboat [New Era] No. 7,

Off Plum Point, Tenn., Jwne 1, 1864.

Sir: I find it my duty to report to you that the guerrillas are
growing too thick here for one boat to handle. The steamer C. E.
Hillman reported to me this evening that she was fired into at

Barfield Point, on the Arkansas shore, by not less than 100 men,
which I judge to be Adams' command, as they left Osceola yesterday
morning and proceeded up in that direction. Steamer G. E. Hillman
also reports being fired into again at the head of Island No. 30, Ten-
nessee shore, by some ten or dozen men. I am creditably informed
that as soon as Adams left Osceola there was another gang came in,

but who or what they are I have not been able to ascertain. I am
now lying here guarding the towboat Bigley, with barges of Navy
coal. To-morrow morning I shall look after those above.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. Marshall,
Acting Master, Corrvmxmding.

Lieutenant-Commander John G. MrrcHELL,
Commanding Eighth District, Mississippi Squadron.

Engagement of the V. S. S. Exchange with batteries at Columbia,
Ark., June 1, 1864.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, IT. S. Navy, commanding Sixth District.

U. S. S. LotJisviLLi;,

Off Columbia, Ark., June 5, 1864.

Sra: I herewith forward the report of Acting Master Gipson, com-
manding the Exchange, with accompanying reports of engineer,

doctor, and gunner, of an engagement with rebel batteries at this

place on the 1st instant. The Exchange was pretty badly cut up,

but with the exception of working her engines at full stroke., she is

all ready and in order for service. Captain Gipson was quite severely

wounded and is slowly recovering. The Exchange is now left with

but two line oflScers (excepting the captain). I have not yet allowed

the Exchange to join her district, as she was and is yet required in

this district.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Sixth District.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of Acting Master
Gipson, U. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Exchange.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 16, 1864-

Sir: I have the honoi' to enclose herewith a copy of a report of

Acting Master J. C. Gipson, commanding the U. S. S. Exchange,
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giving a detailed account of a quite severe attack made upon that

vessel by a masked rebel battery, consisting of 6 12-pounder shell

guns, 2 12-pounder riHe, and 1 lO-pounder rifle, on the 1st instant,

while passing Columbia, Ark.
In the engagement that followed, lasting forty-five minutes, the

Exchange was struck 35 times, eight shot piercing her hull. One
shot went through her pilot house, wounding Captain Gipson severely

in the head and hip, and one striking her port engine rendered the

vessel difficult to manage, but by great exertion of the officers and
crew she was finally got out of range of the enemy's guns, pretty
badly damaged.

It appears from the report that all behaved in a gallant manner
during the engagement, though fighting under great disadvantages.

I beg leave to enclose the surgeon's list of casualties.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Exchange,
0-ff Point Chicot, Mississippi River, June 5, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to report that while passing Columbia, Ark.,
the rebels opened a masked battery, consisting of 9 guns, on this
vessel.

The battery was divided into two sections, planted about 200 yards
apart behind the levee. The lower section consisted of 6 guns—

3

12-pounder shell and 2 12-pounder rifle and 1 10-pounder ditto ; the
upper section consisted of 1 18-pounder rifle, 1 12-pounder shell, and
1 6-pounder fieldpiece.

They waited until I had passed by the lower battery, when they
opened a destructive cross fire. As I had just rounded a point of
a sand bar, I could not back down, consequently there was no other
alternative but run by the upper battery if possible. I gave the
pilot orders to go up the river and pass by the upper batteries, and
I opened my port broadside guns, replying to theirs ; but unfortu-
nately the port engine was struck and disabled, causing her to work
very slow, keeping us under fire about forty-five minutes.

I had barely got out of range of their guns when the engine stopped
entirely, m consequence of the port hogchain being shot away. The
engineer told me he could not work the engines until he unshipped
the port pitman. I immediately let go the anchor. The engineers
who worked like horses, were not long in getting the eno-ine fixed'
so we could work out of reach of the enemy with one engi^ expect-
ing every moment they would move their battery above us and open
again; but we succeeded in getting out, although pretty badly dam-
?^ .V

\*ie y^sel was pierced with 35 shots, 8 of that number enter-
ing the hull ]ust above water line, 5 passing through the casemate
and bursting in the coal bunkers alongside the boilers. One shot
entered the port shell locker, turning the shell upside down, for-
tunately not reaching some percussion shell that was stowed there;
one shot passed through the pilot house, wounding myself, knocking
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me senseless for ten or fifteen minutes by a severe wound in the head

;

several of the crew were slightly wounded, 1 killed.
I can only add that it gives me pleasure to bear testimony to the

good conduct of the officers and crew, who worked their guns with
unflinching courage under a most galling fire. Enclosed please find
reports of engineer, surgeon, and gunner.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. C. Gipson,
Acting Master Gomonavding.

Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen,
Commanding Sixth District Mississippi Squadron.

[Subenclosure.]

U. S. S. Exchange, June 5, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following list of casualties
occurring on board this vessel during the engagement below Colum-
bia, June 1, 1864

:

Killed.—Patrick Donahue, seaman.
Wounded.—James C. Gipson, acting master, contused wound in

the left temple (serious) and in left shoulder and hip. G. T. Miller,
acting master's mate, arm and foot, fracturing some of the small
bones.

Very respectfully, Ed. M. Goodwin,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

Acting Master J. C. Gipson,
Commanding U. S. S. Exchange.

Em/agemenf of the U. S. S. Louisville with batteries at Columbia,
Ark., June 2, 186^.

BeportE of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, TT. S. Navy.

U. S. S. Louisville,
Four miles below Columbia, \^Arlc.'\, June 2, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report

:

General EUet informing me that there was a heavy battery near
Columbia, and that the Missouri (transport) was to be convoyed past
it, I got underway fi-om Island [No.] 84 early this morning for that

purpose and to see the condition of aifairs in this neighborhood
(though I had been as high as Gaines Landing only a few days since).

"\Vhilst on our way up, the W. R. Arthur was overtaking us. I
stopped for her and convoyed her, or partially so, by Sunnyside,
where rebel sharpshooters are thick. When I reached Greenville,

I found that General Ellet had sent two of his boats to convoy the
Missouri and to return with the Henry Ames, laden with commissary
and quartermasters' stores. I then had the Arthur only to look out
for. I had her to take me in tow and proceed up the river. As
we approached the lower outskirts of Columbia I shelled the banks,
hoping to get a reply and find their batteries. No response was
made to our firing until we got abreast of their middle battery, when
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they opened on us with 9 pieces of different caliber. It was diffi-

cult to get our lines loose from the Arthur, consequently kept under
fire some time, with no advantage to us. As soon as I got clear of her,

I rounded and soon made them stop firing at us. I fear the Arthur
met with many * * * as she is a fine boat and the enemy desired

to destroy her. We were struck in the main portion of the vessel

but 10 times, and had but 5 men seriously hurt. The Arthur, in

leaving us, tore off our starboard nosing and the first shear plank
below it. The enemy's 6-pounders go through us easily. We picked
up a 12 or 18-pounder, Bormann fuze, shrapnel, portions of a 12-

pounder rifle and 20-pounder Parrott, Schenkle fuze, and a solid 6-

pounder shot. We were pretty well cut with Minie balls, but no one
was injured from them. The strength of the enemy in the neigh-
borhood is undoubtedly great, and nothing but a military expedition
can clear the banks. We can convoy boats every day with the usual
loss of men and injury to boats, as the river is now, but it is falling

rapidly, and vessels are of necessity being driven close under the
enemy's guns.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Corwmander, Commanding Sixth District.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Poktek.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off Point Chicot, Ark., June J^, 186^..

Sir: In my communication of the 2d instant I mentioned we had
silenced the enemy's batteries at Columbia. Late in the afternoon of
that day they opened again on some of the Ram Fleet, convoying the
Henry Ames. I was on my way up at the time to assist in passing
the convoy by. On reaching the enemy's position I shelled it at
short range, and no reply. It being 8 p. m., and dark, I dropped
down to my anchorage. Yesterday I returned again to where the
batteries were stationed and found none there. Where they have
gone I have not yet learned. I have sent the Exchange down the
river to hunt them, and the Romeo and Marmora up for the same
purpose.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander. Commanding Sixth District.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Abstract from record of events on return of the Military Division of West Missis-
sippi for June, 18G4.

June ^.—Steamer Adams and ram Monarch convoyed transport
Missoun ivom Greenville, Miss., to Gaines Landing; passed rebel
battery of six guns at Columbia, Ark., and returned with transport
Henry Ames, downward bound

;
passed same battery. The transport

bemg lashed outside the Adams, received no injury, while she was
struck by shot and shell 28 times, and had 3 men killed and 1 mortallv
wounded. •'
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Report of Lieutenant-Gonvmander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding oper-

ations in vicinity of Columbia and Sunnyside Landing, Arh., June
2-8, 1864.

U. S. S. LotJisvnxE,

Off ShipwitJi's Landing, June 19, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of the 11th instant. I sent for the Prairie Bird, and had
her here while I was up the river at Columbia. I left here on the 1st

aiTived at Columbia on the 2d, and engaged the enemy's battery and
silenced them. On the 12th returned to this place from Columbia,
the enemy having gone into the country on the 2d, and not returning
to the river in the interval. General Slocum was informed of the

force on the river, and General A. J. Smith was ordered to drive

them away. He landed at Sunnyside on the 5th. That day and the

6th had light fighting with the enemy. On the 7th embarked, and
on the 8th went up the river.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Oaven,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Sixth District.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Corrumanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Corrvmwnder Greer, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting

papers and drawings in regard to the launching and reconstruction

of the TJ. S. S. Indianola, prepared iy Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Lardng, U. S. Navy.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June %, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to forward with this, the papers and draw-
ings in regard to the launching and reconstruction of the U. S. S.

/wfZmjioZa, prepared in accordance with your instructions by Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant James Laning, commanding Rattler.

I have respectfully to request that should the designs meet with
your approval, that Captain Laning may be permitted to go to Cairo
in the New National, in order to explain them, and, if necessars', to

look around and see what the facilities are for making the articles

needed.

I niake this request, as Captain Laning is anxious, should the plans

be adopted and he be intrusted with their execution, to see things

started before he goes on leave, which he expects to receive about

the 10th of July.

I can not close this without paying a tribute to the worth and
sterling qualities Captain Laning possesses as an officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Gkeer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and, 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Poktee,
Comnvomding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Lieutenant-CoTwinander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding en-

gagement of the U. S. 8. Springfield with guerrillas at Shelley

Island, June 3, 1864-

IJ. S. S. Moose,
Oumherland River, June 10, 1864.

Sir: I send to Mound City four horses captured from a guerrilla

party on the 3d instant by Acting Master Joseph Watson, command-
ing ij. S. S. Springfield.

Acting Master Watson was coming down the Cumberland Elver
on the day above mentioned, when he fell in with a squad of giier-

rillas in the act of fording to the west side of the river at Shelley

Island, about 50 miles above the mouth. Captain Watson at once
opened fire on them, and so well directed was the aim that two of the

party left their horses in the water and fled ; two more were across

on the west bank, but the shell came so near them as to cut down
trees across the road which obstructed it, and they also made their

escape through the thicket on foot.

The landing party was called away and secured the four horses, a
few pounds of horseshoe nails, and a contraband blacksmith, whom
the guerrillas had impressed from Mr. Hillman to shoe rebel horses.

There were but 7 guerrillas; they had with them 8 horses, 4 of
which they got oflE.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieut. Commander, Comirumding 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Sq^iadron, Mound City, III.

Report of Acting Master Watson, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S.
Springfield, regarding engagement with guerrillas at Shelley
Island, June 3, 1864.

U. S. S. Springfieij>,

Off Smithland, Ky., June 4, 1864.
Sir: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 2d

instant I learned that the U. S. S. Victory was at Canton and only
3 feet water in the river at that place and' falling fast. I proceeded
immediately up the river to order her below Ingram's Shoals. I
arrived at Canton on the 3d instant at 7 a. m., and left for Smith-
land at 10

: 30. On arriving at Shelley Island I found a squad of
guerrillas, under command of Colonel Buckner, crossing over to the
south side of the [Cumberland] River. I opened fire on him, and
so well directed was it that he fled panic-stricken for the woods,
throwing away his baggage. I sent an armed boat ashore under com-
mand of Acting Master's Mate David Pulman and captured part of
his baggage and four horses. I have the horses now at Smithland.'

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jos. Watson,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Rot Fitch,
Commanding Tenth District, Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Acting Ensign Harris^ TJ. S. Navy, regarding hoat expedi-
tion from, the TJ. S. S. Chickasaw, off Morgan Bend, La., and
engagement with Confederate force on shore.

U. S. S. Chickasaw,
Off Morgan Bend, June S, 186^.

Sir : In obedience to your orders, I beg leave to make the follow-

ing report

:

At 4 :35 a. m. the launch was manned with an armed crew of 14 men,
the paymaster, gunner, and myself in charge of the boat with 2 men,
while Gunner McDonald with 12 men, thrown out as pickets 20 paces
apart for about 200 yards from the boat, to procure beef for the ship's

company. They returned in about a half hour. Mr. McDonald
reported 2 men missing. We waited fifteen minutes, expecting them
to return, when we heard three reports of musketry at our left.

Directly after we saw about 40 or 50 mounted rebels in full charge
toward us. We succeeded in reaching and backing the launch out
into the river with four oars, the balance of the crew firing upon them.
Mr. Bissell, the paymaster, was wounded in the right foot ; the launch
was pierced five times. Two of the crew, Smith and Trenaman, are

missing and are supposed to have deserted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. Lotris Harris,
Acting Ensign

Captain James Fitzpateick,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Report of Gunner McDonald, TJ. 8. Navy, regarding hoat expedi-

tion from the TJ. S. S. Chickasaw, and resulting engagement off

Morgan Bend, La.
U. S. S. Chickasaw,

Off Morgan Bend, June 3, ISdJ)..

Sir : In obedience to your orders, I beg leave to make the follow-

ing report

:

That at 4 :35 a. m. the launch was manned with an armed crew of

14 men, the paymaster, Mr. Bissell, Acting Ensign Harris, and my-
self in charge of the boat, to go on shore to procure beef for ship's

company. We landed about 1,000 yards from the ship in direct

range oi our guns. Twelve men were landed and deployed about 20

paces apart, 200 yards from the shore, in sight of the boat, in hailing

distance. There were some cattle directly in front of us, but, per-

ceiving us, they fled to the woods out of sight. I gave orders to the

men not to follow them. Two of the men, named George J. Trena-
man and James Smith, started in full run in direction of the woods.

I hailed them, but they did not heed it. I waited fifteen minutes

for them to return, but, not coming, I returned in direction of the

boat. When within 50 or 60 yards of the boat we heard three reports

of musketry, and at the same time the rebels, 40 or 50 in number, all

mounted, made their appearance in our front in full charge for us.

Their design was to cut us off from our launch, which we successfully

foiled by getting between them and the boat while they were dis-
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mounting, and confusing them by a well-directed volley. We suc-

ceeded in backing the boat out from the shore with four oars, the

balance of the crew keeping up the fire, which was well directed.

Three men were seen to fall from the effect. Our loss was none

killed. The paymaster, Mr. Bissell, was slightly wounded m the

right foot. Although the boat was pierced several times, the crew

behaved well and fought bravely. By disobedience of orders on the

part of Trenaman and Smith we had every reason to think that they

deserted to the enemy.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John A. McDonald,
Gunner, U. S. Navy.

Acting Master James Fitzpatrick,
Commanding.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Flye, U. S. Navy, com-

manding U. S. S. Osage, regarding tlie grounding of that vessel

on Helena Bar.

U. S. S. Osage,

Helena Bar, Mississippi River, June 3, 1864.

Sir : I had the honor to submit to you a report of the effort which

I made on the 29th ultimo to get this vessel off this bar.

I have now to inform you that since then the river has fallen

upwards of 5 feet, and that the ship is now high and dry, with

acres of bare sand all around her. At the date of my last report,

the depths of water alongside indicated that the whole weight of the

vessel rested on a knoll of hard sand amidships, while at each end

there was nearly enough water to float her; that, as a consequence of

this, she was badly strained ; that her bow and stem had dropped at

least 6 inches, and that her fore-and-aft bulkhead had broken m two
abreast the fireroom. As the water has fallen, this strain amidships

has increased, the bow and stem have settled still more, the fore-and-

aft bulkheads have broken in two from top to bottom, separating

about 4 inches at the top. Her outside plating (the hull) has
broken on the starboard side as far down as the lower plate, which
forms the knuckle of the bilge. The headings of the plates on the

port side have separated. She has started her iron decks, splitting

the beams to which the deck plating was bolted. Of course a vessel,

can not drop so much at each end without tearing in pieces her frame
amidships. I am not sure that we should be able to keep the ship
afloat, even if there was water enough to get her off the bar.

If there should be no rise of water in June, it is my opinion that
it would be good policy to send a gang of mechanics down here, to

block up and straighten the vessel and prepare her for the time when
she can come off.

I should be pleased to have the aid and advice of some experienced
oiRcer under your command.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

William Flte,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Letter from, Major-Genercd Oanhy, V. 8. Army, to Rear-Adm,iral
Porter, U. S. Navy, offenng cooperation to prevent interruption of
navigation in the Mississippi.

Hdqks. Militakv Division of West Mississippi,

Vicksburg, Miss., June 3, 186^.

Admiral : I have ordered reserves of troops and of water transpor-
tation to be held in readiness at different points on the Mississippi,
for the purpose of operating against any rebel force that may at-
tempt to interrupt the navigation of the river. If you will direct
naval commanders to give early notice of any movements of this kind
to the commanders of military districts, a sufficient military force
can be sent at once to cooperate with the gunboats in destroying or
driving off the rebels.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

Ed. E. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

Report of Lieutenant-ComTnander Mitchell, U. S. Wavy, requesting
the services of a vessel in place of U. S. S. Osage, Juopelessly

aground.

TJ. S. S. Carondelet,
Memphis, Tenn., Jmie 3, 1864.

Sir: The river has commenced falling and is falling rapidly.
From all appearances there will be no probability of U. S. S. Osage
getting off this summer.

I respectfully request that some light-draft or other vessel may be
sent to take her place in the division, as the guerrillas are getting
to be very troublesome, firing at transports from various points all

the way from Island No. 16 to Osceola Landing. Not a steamer
arrives here from Cairo but what has been fired upon by gangs
numbering from 12 to 100 men. If you can not spare me any vessels,

I shall have to patrol the river with this vessel, as soon as the calkers

get her upper works tight enough to keep the rain out.

I herewith enclose a letter * from Acting Master James Marshall,
of U. S. S. No. 7 [New Era'], also a general order from the rebel,

Acting Brigadier-General C. W. Adams.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Commander, Gomdg. 8th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

» See p. 353.
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[Enclosure]

General Order, 1 Hdqrs. Northern Subdistrict of Akkansas,
No. 8. / May 21, ISdJ,..

I. It is a painful fact that there are now within this subdistrict

many families without bread. Supplies for the future must be

provided.
It is therefore ordered that all persons engaged in agricultural

pursuits within this subdistrict and who are planting cotton, shfi^l

plant at least two-thirds of the ground cultivated by them in com;
in no case shall the ground cultivated in cotton exceed the one-half
of the amount cultivated in corn.

II. Persons engaged in agricultural pursuits are required to fur-

nish supplies for the use of troops and to meet such exigencies as
may arise in proportion to the ratio of cultivation above prescribed.

III. The acting brigadier-general commanding this subdistrict

most earnestly invokes the cheerful and hearty cooperation of all

good citizens in this attempt to prepare for the welfare and future
defense of themselves and their country, and hopes that by yielding
their ready obedience to this order all compulsory measures may be
rendered unnecessary.

IV. The hiring of negroes under contract with the enemy is pro-
hibited; all such negroes will be held subject to orders from these
headquarters, and those who have done or shall do this will be held
responsible therefor.

By order of Acting Brigadier-General C. W. Adams :

P. R. Carrington,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Endorsement.]

Sent enclosed to me without any explanation by Acting Master
Marshall, commanding New Era. Copy retained.

John G. Mitchell,
Liewtenani-Gommander, Cormnanding 8th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Paducah, June 4-, 1864.

I arrived at 1 this a. m. from the Tennessee Eiver. All very quiet.
Reports say that Comith, Miss., is held by 300 of the rebels, and that
Forrest and the rest of the command have gone south. There are
several small parties of the enemy roving about in west Tennessee
and Kentucky.

James W. Shikk.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Mound City.
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Report of Rear-AdmircH Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding proposed
•leave of absence.

No. 140.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June ^, I86J1..

Siir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication offering permission to go to "Washington, which I will
take advantage of as soon as I can regulate matters here to my satis-

faction and have a full understanding with General Canby about the
protection of the river.

I should like to leave here about the 1st of July.
The burning of the wharf boat renders it necessary that I should

stay here until everything is set to rights again.
I thank you kindly for the indulgence offered.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretaiy of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, outlining the disposition

of captured cotton.

No. 147.] Mississippi Squadron, Fi>agship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 6, 1864-

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of June 2 in relation to the enclosed letter.* I know
nothing of the circumstances as yet. All cotton taken by the fleet has
been reported and turned over to the judge of the district, and all

loyal parties have only to show their rights to have their cotton

returned to them. All cotton is registered on the log books of the
vessels when taken, and returns will be made in the course of the
week. No cotton was taken by the squadron when objections were
made by the owners, unless it was in cases where the cotton belonged
to rebels in arms. I afford all facilities to everyone who claims to

have had cotton taken to recover it, which they do without expense.

The Marine Brigade took a great deal of cotton for which they

gave no receipts, and represented themselves, I am informed, as

gunboats.
If the Navy has taken the cotton alluded to, the owners will have

no difficulty in getting the proceeds. The court is extremely liberal,

and at times rather too much so. All the people of that country claim

to be loyal when we are among them, but carried on bitter war
against our forces, in which every man joined.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

* Not found.
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Report of Lieutenourut-Commander Owen, V. S. Navy, regarding
arrival of inilitary force under Major-General A. J. Srrdth, V. S.

Army, and engagement at Bayou Magon, near Sunnyside, Ark.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off Columbia, Arh., June 6, ISdlf..

Sir : On the evening of the ith General A. J. Smith landed with
about 8,000 men and seven pieces of artillery in the neighborhood of

Sunnyside and marched inland and up the bank, his forces meeting
near Bayou Magon. At the bayou they were ambushed, and a short

but spirited fight took place,' in which we lost some 125 killed and
wounded—50 killed. The enemy was driven into the interior. The
general with his forces returned to-day, and he is now embarking
his forces at Luna Landing. The object that brought the enemy here
in the first place doubtless still remains, and I may expect him any
time after the departure of General Smith. The forces go to Mem-
phis. Unless Marmaduke's forces, with his artillery, are driven away
or destroyed, they will very much annoy navigation between Cypress
Bend and Sunnyside, a distance of 65 miles, with good roads leading
along the bank and into the interior. Marmaduke's headquarters
were at Lake City, 8 miles west of this place. He may return there,
being well protected on the flanks by lakes and bayous and good
roads leading from him. I will watch him as closely as it is possible
for the three vessels at my command, including the Exchange, to do.
The ene'my was moving to the southward when last seen. He may be
going to Goodrich's.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Cormnanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, ZJ. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
unteer Lieuterumt Johnston, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Forest Rose, restricting persoris from hoarding that vessel.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June 6, 186^.

Sir : I am under the impression, from what I hear, that you have
not literally carried out the order conveyed to you in mv letter of
May 19.

.> j j

You must not allow persons who are not connected with the Army
or Navy to even put their foot on board your vessel. This order
does not apply to bona fide refugees or rebel deserters.
Come to this point as soon as you need coal.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

w AS A. CtRFT'T?
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and l^th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston,
Commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose.
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Report of Acting Master Watson, U. S. Navy covMnanding U. S. S.
Hastings, forwarding funds deposited by ^^ owner of cotton on
JachsovkS plantation.

U. S. S. HAsnNGS,
Mound City, June 6, 186^.

SiE : I herewith forward to you $2,000, which came into my hands
in the following manner: Sometime in April I seized 13 bales of

cotton from Jackson's plantation, which was satisfactorily proved to

me had been purchased from a known rebel, then in arms, also from
parties not authorized to sell it. This cotton was crossed over the
Homochitto Eiver and hauled to Jackson's place in the night and
stowed with other cotton in his negro quarters, ready for shipment.

At the time of seizure Mr. Jackson represented to me that if I took
the cotton from his place it would seriously injure his prospects;

that it would have a bad effect with his people, and that the rebels

might come in and burn the balance of the cotton, and requested me
to allow it to remain. Having had some personal acquaintance with
Mr. Jackson, and not wishing to injure him if it could be avoided,

I agreed to allow the cotton to remain on his place untU your de-

cision could be obtained on the matter; for which he agreed, and
did deposit the sum of $2,000 in my hands for the security of the

cotton, that it should remain on his place, subject to your or my
order. I did not know at the time that it was contrary to one of

your general orders. A few days after the seizure, my vessel was
ordered up the Ouachita Eiver. On my return, some ten days later,

I received your order to send the cotton to Cairo for investigation.

I immediately wrote to the captain of gunboat Champion, who was
on that beat at the time, to take the cotton, mark it with Juliefs

name, that being the vessel I was attached to at the time, and send it

to Cairo. I also remitted' the $2,000 to the captain of Champion,
asking him to hand it over to Mr. Jackson, taking up my receipt for

the same on the delivery of the cotton to him. I heard nothing from
it until my return from Ked Eiver, when, in passing up the river, I

stopped at the Champion to enquire about the matter. The captain

refunded the $2,000 and informed me that as soon as my vessel left

the beat the cotton was shipped by Mr. Jackson to New Orleans, with

other lots, and also made the remark that the cotton was worth more
to him than the $2,000.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. Stoitghton Watson,
Acting Master, and late Commander Juliet.

Eear-Admiral Davud D. Pokter,
CoTnmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, V. S. Navy, transmitting

copy of letter to Major-General Slocum, V. S. Army, regarding

general order on the subject of restriction of trade.

IT. S. S. Louisville,

Off Columbia, Arlc, June 6, 1864-

Sir : Enclosed I send a copy of a letter addressed by me to General

H. W. Slocum. commanding at Vicksburg, in relation to your Gen-
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eral Order No. 209.* I have also forwarded one of the orders to

General A. [W.] EUet. The Marine Brigade have arrested vessels on

the river, and it being the only organization of vessels on the river

outside of the Navy having a seeming right to make arrests, I thought

it my duty to communicate and send an order to the two general

officers commanding the brigade and this military district. Hoping
my proceedings are correct.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Sixth District.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off Columbia, Ark., June 6, 1864-

General: I have the honor to send you for your information
Admiral Porter's order No. 209. You will notice the admiral posi-

tively directs that no interference or seizure of vessels will be per-

mitted within the limits of his command other than by naval vessels.

You will also notice the admiral as positively orders that no organi-
zation of vessels not purely naval will be permitted to interfere with
the duties devolving upon the Navy and that commanders of dis-

tricts ai«e required, if necessary, to use all their force to arrest such
as persist in disregarding this order. I have deemed it my duty as
commander of the district from Vicksburg to Arkansas River to
acquaint you with this order and that we may be the better able to
cordially cooperate for the benefit of the Government.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Major-General H. W. Slootjm,
Commanding District of Vickshurg, Mississippi.

Report of Engineer McFarland, V. S. Navy, regarding the fitting out
of vessels under construction at Bridgeport, Ala.

Cincinnati, June 6, 1864.

Sir: This is to inform you that I have fitted out the last boat, and
I will say, in my humble opinion, the best one of the whole twenty.
Lieutenant Fitch ordered me to Bridgeport, Ala., on the 23d of May
to ascertain what condition those boats were in and what number of
engineers were wanted to fill up the crews. I performed that duty
and have returned here and shipped two engineers and sent them
around and have four more to ship and send, which will fill the orders
[of] Lieutenant Le Roy Fitch. I shall ship them as soon as possible.
What must I do when I get through? I hoped to receive definite
orders. When I parted with Lieutenant Fitch on Saturday he told
me he would leave me definite orders, so I could get them this Mon-

* See p. 347.
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day mornine, but I can find none. I have done the best I could in
fitting out the boats, but have had much to contend with, four of
them being bought without my having any chance to inspect them
until after the purchase was made, viz, the Lavinia Logan, Huntress,
Princess, and Reindeer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. D. McFarland,
Acting Chief Engineer, U. S. Navy.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porteb,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, IJ. S. Navy, regarding the
operations of guevrillas in the Ohio River.

U. S. S. Moose,
Neiv Albany, Ind., June 6, 186j)..

Sir: I see the guerrillas are getting very thick again along the
Ohio below Henderson. I will go down there before I go to Bridge-
port and see what can be done. I think I can do a little more than
merely watch the river. If I can find out their headquarters, I will

go out and break it up, if they do not muster over 200 men. I am
sure their force is not so large as that. I have had for some time
three boats in that neighborhood—the Brilliant near Henderson, the
Fairplay arid Reindeer cruising between Smithland and Uniontown.
All the boats have very stringent orders in regard to these guerrillas.

This has had the effect to keep them out of the towns, but has not kept
them from the banks when out of sight of gunboats. I think, though,
I can put a stop to their operations, for a while at least, as soon as

I get down there.

I will leave here this evening for Caseyville and vicinity.

As Evansville will be the most central point of my operations for

the next week, I would name it as my post office and telegraphic

address.

As there are yet three boats on the Cumberland, I have not yet

assigned the vessels their regular summer patrols on the Ohio, for

low water, but wiU do so as soon as the Cumberland closes.

We will have a succession of raids all along the Ohio this year, as

our army is now so far to the front.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Corrvmanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Letter from Major-General Canhy, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding military movements in the vicinity

of Memphis, Tenn.

Headquarters Division of West Mississippi,

Natchez, Miss., June 7, 1864-

Admiral: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the 31st ultimo, enclosing a copy of a telegram
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from Paducah. Forrest's presumed intentions were reported by
General Washburn, commanding at Memphis, on the 23d ultimo, and
a division of the Seventeenth Army Corps was at once sent to him.
He was directed to organize as large a force as he could for opera-

tions against Forrest, and to detain in place of his own troops as

many of the troops (some twenty regiments, new and old) that were
then under orders to report to me as he considered necessary at

Memphis. On the 3d instant, two divisions of the Sixteenth Army
Corps were sent to Memphis, but General Smith was instructed on
his way up to clean out the rebels who were at work in the neigh-

borhood of Greenville. I will send whatever force may be necessary

to keep open Sherman's communications. Washburn's expedition
started from Memphis on the 1st instant, and I hope, in season, to

prevent any mischief by Forrest.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canbt,
Major-General.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi River Squadron, Cairo, III.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting letter from
Major-General Sherman, V. S. Army, regarding operations.

*

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 7, 186]^..

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a dispatch just
received from General Sherman, and remain, sir.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admired.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

AcwoRTH, [Ga.], Jxine 6, 1864.
I congratulate you on your safe escape from the awkward dilemma

above the rapids of Red River. I have driven Johnston from Dalton,
Resaca, the Etowah River, and have just reached the railroad 7
miles east of the famous AUatoona Pass. In all encounters I feel
satisfied we had the advantage, and I have a large force building the
Etowah bridge behind me, when I will have railroad and telegraph
communication with the valley. My army is strong, in fine heart,
and well supplied. I will push on for Marietta and the Chatta-
hoochee without waiting for the bridge to my rear. I would like
you to watch the river well about the mouth of Red River to prevent
any of Kirby Smith's army getting east. I have force out from
Memphis, bound for Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and want A. Joy
Smith, with 10,000 men, to cooperate with Admiral Farragut against
Mobile. I know that Johnston, on the supposition tliat the gunboats
and General Banks' command could not escape Red River, has called
to him everything from Mobile. I do not think there are 2,000 men
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in that city, and the garrison of Forts Morgan and Gaines must be
down to the lowest standard.

I should like to hear from you to-morrow.
W. T. Sherman,

Major-Generdl.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding Squadron of Mississippi.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Pilot Jones, to
proceed in U. S. S. Peri to Memphis on special duty.

June 7, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed to Memphis in the gimboat Peri, and return
immediately for the purpose of noting the depth of water and
changes in the channel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain.

Pilot Wiley Jones,
U. S. S'. Vindicator.

Capture hy . tlie U. S. S. CMllicothe and other vessels under
Lieutenant-Comrrbander Ramsay, V. 8. Navy, of Confederate
battery on Atehafalaya River, near Simmesport, La., June 8, 186^.

Beport of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, transmitting report.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 19, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a report of an expedition*by
Lieutenant-Commander Kamsay up the Atehafalaya, and the cap-
ture of a battery of 30-pounder rifles, which we were very glad to

get hold of, as they threatened to prove troublesome along the river.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully^ your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Choctaw,
Off Fort Adams, June 8, 186^.

Sir: I have to report that this morning I went on board of the

U. S. S. CMllicothe and started down the Atehafalaya, taking the

U. S. S. Neosho and Fort Hindman with me.

When about 1^ miles from Simmesport, we were opened upon by
a battery of two 30-pounder Parrotts at that place.

We stood on until in good range, then opened, succeeded in driv-

ing the rebels out, and captured their guns and six muskets.

102008°—N w K—VOL 26—13 ^24
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One of the guns I brought away with me, and send it to Cairo

on the dispatch boat General Lyon.
Finding that the other had burst I left it. A deserter who came

to us states that it burst at the third fire this morning.

I regret to report that Charles Sower (seaman) was severely (and

I fear mortally) wounded by a rebel sharpshooter while endeavoring

to get the gun off.

The rebels left one dead on the ground. I am not able to say

whether any more of them were killed or wounded.

The deserter states that the gun we have was captured by them

from General Banks in the late Red River expedition.

The force at Simmesport consisted of the men belonging to Boone s

batterv and a few that belonged to the Crescent Artillery. Two
regiments were in supporting distance, but we saw nothing of them.

While we were getting the gun off the enemy kept up a fire with

musketry. The gun was gotten over the levee by the Neosho's crew,

and was then taken on board of the Fort Hindman.
Very respectfully, your obedient servantj

Frank M. Ramsay,
Lieut. Commander, Commanding Third and Fourth Districts.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Beport of Hajor Taries, C. S. Army, transmitting report of Lieutenant Bennett,

C. S. Army, commanding Boone's Battery.

Headqks. Chief or ARTiLMiRy, Second Inf. Div.,

Army of West Louisiana,
In the Field, June 9, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report an engagement yesterday morning,
at iBimmesport, La., between two turreted ironclads and the tinclad

No. 13 [Fort Hindman'], of the enemy, and two 30-pounder Parrott
rifles under First Lieutenant M. Bennett, commanding Boone's Louis-
iana Battery. Lieutenant Bennett reports that he opened on the gun-
boats at 1 mile distance about 8:30 a. m., the ironclads firing from
8 and 11 inch guns and lOO-pounder Parrott rifles. One of the can-
noneers of the left piece was killed by the explosion of a shell, which
exploded immediately in front of the gim. One of the ?>0-pounder
Parrott guns recently captured from a gunboat on Red River burst
at the breech at the third discharge, expanding the wrought-iron
band or reinforce and splitting the breech of the gun about 30
inches, slightly wounding 1 man. The detachment fi-om the dis-

abled piece was then moved to the left near the mouth of Bayou
de Glaise; the other piece continued to fire until gunboats took
such positions (in front) above and below as to almost insure
its being dismounted by their concentrated and cross fire from guns
of much greater caliber, the piece itself, with most of the carriage,
being exposed to view above the levee, which could only afford
protection to infantry kneeling, as it was only about 36 to 40 inches
in height where the two pieces were in battery. The serviceable
piece was run across the river road to allow the wheels to rest in
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the ditch, some 25 feet in rear of the levee, which caused less of the
carriage to be seen from the river.

Lieutenant Bennett, after sending repeatedly to the oiRcer in

command of the infantry for support, which, if it had been posted
on the right, left, and rear of his pieces, would have prevented
Avhat followed, retired his remaining detachment below or to the
right of the piece and went himself to the officer commanding the

infantry detailed to support him to request such support as would
prevent the enemy from landing, and while with this officer it ap-

pears the enemy succeeded in dragging the gun and carriage over
the levee onto one of the gunboats. They soon afterwards moved
up the river and disappeared. It was then discovered that the gun
had been taken away with 36 cartridges.

I reached Simmesport on the afternoon of the same day and or-

dered the disabled gun and all the implements and ammunition
withdrawn, which was done last night, the battery encamping at

Norwood's plantation, on the Bayou de Glaise road. The casualties

are 1 man killed, 1 slightly wounded, and 1 missing. Having wit-

nessed in action the conduct of Lieutenant Bennett and all of his

men, I am satisfied that he and they stood at their posts as long
as cannoneers under such circumstances could remain, and when
his serviceable gun was run a few feet to the rear it was not his

intention to cease firing, but to prevent the gun from being injured

until he could get such support as would enable him to work the

gun without the risk of being charged by the enemy when they

landed, armed with small arms, which he saw plainly was their

intention; and I have no doubt the enemy was encouraged to make
the attempt, seeing his infantry and only support at such a distance

from the pieces. I enclose his report, with the details of the affair.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. A. Fakies,

Major and Chief of Artillery.

Major J. C. Moncure,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Secortd Infantry Division.

[Enclosure.]

Headquaktees Boone's Batteet,
Simmesport, La., June 8, 1864-

Major: I have the honor to report an engagement this morning
between this battery and two of the enemy's turreted ironclads and
tinclad gunboat No. 13 [Fort Hindman] . The latter boat, however,

remained at the point, over 2 miles above, during the engagement.

I opened on the ironclads at 8:30 a. m., about 1 mile distant, and

continued firing until some time after they took a position near the

left bank of the Atchafalaya Kiver, about 600 yards distant. We
struck them with several shot, one of which passed through the

wheelhouse, but without seeming to inflict much damage or impede

their progress. The infantry support, stationed at first behind the

levee within about 50 yards of the upper piece, withdrew at the

commencement of the engagement, taking a position behind a point

of woods from the boats and in a dry bayou about 300 yards from the

battery. One of the 30-pounder JParrott guns—recently captured

from the enemy's gunboats—^burst at the third discharge, slightly
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wounding 1 man. It seemed to have been caused by the reinforce

not fitting the gun tightly, as the latter opened about one-quarter of
an inch without damaging the former. Seeing that the gun was
totally disabled, I ordered Sergeant Tanner to move his detachment
up to Bayou de Glaise near the infantry. I fired principally solid

shot, those that struck hitting obliquely and glancing off. I fired

4 percussion shell, 1 of which exploded on striking a boat. We were
replied to by the enemy with 8-inch and 11-inch guns and 100-

pounder Parrott guns, firing shot and shell with tolerable accuracy.

The smoothbore guns of the enemy fired shell and shrapnel, which,
as a general thing, burst either in our rear or too far in front to

cause us much damage. After firing several rounds from the posi-

tion they had taken, their range became more accurate, some of the
c^hells passing very near, though bursting with no better effect than
at first. Seeing that our remaining gun must be dismounted if such
an unequal contest was long continued, I ordered it run back 20 or
25 feet, allowing the wheels to rest in a shallow ditch. I at the same
time dispatched for the infantry to come to our support, and ordered
Sergeant North to move his detachment about 25 or 30 yards below,
to a position where they would be less exposed and which I subse-
quently endeavored to get the infantry to occupy. I remained myself
Just above the pieces with Sergeant-Major Jones, who I take pleasure
in reporting as a gallant and brave soldier.

The gunboats now commenced approaching the right bank of the
river, and as they got near, thinking they would probably try to land,
I sent a second dispatch by Sergeant Jones, asking for support,
which, failing to come, and seeing the boats evidently intended to
land, I went up to where the infantry were and endeavored to get a
support, which might have been sent down by one of the two bayous,
both of which ran to the river near where the pieces were posted.
Sergeant North, seeing their design to land, moved his detachment
about 200 yards down the river.

About fifteen minutes from the time I went to ask for support
I saw about 20 men of the enemy on and over the levee ; and being
fired upon by the detachment of the infantry posted near the mouth
of Bayou de Glaise, they retired in a few minutes to their boats, but
returning soon again without being observed, except by the detach-
ment of cannoneers below the guns, the men of the enemy fastened
a cable or hawser to the piece not damaged and hauled it over the
levee by steam.
A de^tachment of the Cresent Artillery, 8 in number, temporarily

assigned to the battery a few days since, were armed with riles an&
muskets, but I was not aware of the fact until they reported 6 taken
by the enemy from the camping place between the river and the
levee, on the batture. One of the men now missing is reported to
have remained at the levee when Sergeant North moved his detach-
ment down the river. This man was, I believe, taken prisoner a
few minutes after.

Our loss, which can only be attributable to the fact that we were
not supported, is 1 30-pounder Parrott gun with carriage, 36 30-
pounder cartridges, and 6 muskets belonging to the detachment of
Cresent Artillery I fired in all 14 solid shot and 4 percussion shell,
the eflect or which has been reported.
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Casualties—Private R. Mayeux, killed; Private C. Hetherwick,
slightly wounded; Private J. Daly, Cresent Artillery, missing.

Very respectfully,

M. Bennett,
First Lieutenant, Commanding Boone's Battery.

Major T. A. Fabies,

Chief of Artillery, Second Infantry Division.

[Telegram.]

Headqttaetees, Northern Department,
Cohimhus, Ohio, June 8, 186

^

—10: 10 p. m.
I have ordered two regiments and a battery to report to General

Hobson at Covington, Ky. Will you please notify the naval com-
mander, if there is any at Cincinnati, of the information that the
gunboats on the river may prevent the rebels crossing should they
undertake it?

S. P. Heintzelman,
Major-General, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. Simpson,
Engineer Department, Cincinnati. Ohio.

[Telegram.]

Cincinnati, Jmte 8, 1864-

The Hartford sailed this day at 11 o'clock for Cairo with 42
recruits.

C. W. LiTIIERBURY,
Ensign.

A. M. Pennock,
Mound City.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Mitchell, V. S. Navy, regarding reguest of Acting Master
Marshall., TJ. S. Navy, for help against Confederates.

MotTND City, Jime 8, 1864.

Sir: I have received a communication, dated 1st instant, from
Acting Master James Marshall, commanding the New Era, stating

his inability to keep down the guerrillas in his beat, and asking more
help.

I have to say in reply that if this man can not do his duty where
he is, put some one there who can do it.

Very respectfully,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Jno. G. Mitchell,
Com/manding Eighth District,
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, TJ. S. Navy, giving tlie

stations of the vessels of his comm^and arid referring to the activities

of Confederates between Bayou Sara and Red River.

U. S. S. Lafayette, June 8, 1864-

Sir : I have the honor to report that immediately after you left the

mouth of Ked Eiver I reorganized my command, stationing the vessels

as follows:

The Chickasaw at Morgan Bend ; Lafayette at Bayou Sara ; Ken-
wood to cruise between Waterloo and Lobdell's Landing; Avenger
between Lobdell's Landing and Baton Rouge; and the Nymph be-

tween 20 miles above Plaquemine !ind Donaldsonville.

The Ouachita, on her arrival, will be stationed at Baton Rouge, to

have supervision and to cruise between that point and Donaldsonville.

The Juliet or Kenwood I will keep as a cruising boat for the dis-

trict. On the arrival of the Ouachita and Juliet I believe I will be

able to keep the river clear of guerrillas in my district.

For five or six days after you left the guerrillas kept up quite a

warfare between Bayou Sara and Red River. I promulgated the

verbal order you gave me in relation to firing on transports by put-

ting up placards at the points at which they were operating, which
had the effect to bring a man on board representing himself to be a
rebel captain under a flag of truce. In the absence of credentials I
refused 'him a conference, but stated to him that I would listen to

anj'thing his commanding officer might wish to communicate through
an authorized agent.

The placard announced my determination to shoot a prisoner now
in my possession, or whom I might capture in future, for each person
killed by rebels firing on transports. I am happy to state that there
has been no firing on transports since in my district, although the
order was issued ten days since.

I have sent you copies of the report of an affajr of some of the
crew of the Chickasaw, while on shore killing a beef. Two of her
crew were captured or deserted, as they did not obey the command
to retreat. I am inclined to the opinion that they deserted, as they
were in Bayou Sara since at liberty and reported themselves deserters.
I have just heard of the death of another rebel who was wounded in
that affair. I shall leave this afternoon for New Orleans for the
purpose of giving my crew liberty, who have now been twelve months
without, excepting a few days at Baton Rouge. In my absence
Captain Ramsay will look out for my district, as I did for his while
1>« was down.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. p. Fostisr,
Lieutenant-Commaiider, Comdg. 2d Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Lieutenant-Com/nander Fitch, V. S. Navy, requesting the
services of the V. S. S. General Pillow, for restricting smuggling
in the Ohio River.

U. S. S. Moose,
Ohio River, June 8, 1864.

Sir: If you can spare the General Pillow, I should like to have
her lay in, and at the mouth of Green River, to prevent smuggling up
and across that stream. This will spare one of the other boats for
patrol duty elsewhere on the Ohio, which this season will be of the
utmost importance.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Comm,ander, Oomdg. 10th Dist., Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, U. S. Navy, referring
to operaiions of Confederates.

IT. S. S. Carondelet, June 8, 1864.

Sir: On returning this morning from the Osage, I received your
communication of the 5th.

I accordingly got underway and am now proceeding up the river
to carry out your instructions.

I should have moved the vessel up some days since had I not have
been led to suppose that I should be left to look out for Memphis
and the naval station in the event of the Essex going up to Cairo.
With regard to the guerrillas, I have made enquiries of the captain

of every transport that arrived at Memphis from up river, and have
only heard of three steamers being fired into, and that by musketry.
One of these, the HillmMn (St. Louis and Memphis packet )j was
wooding in the shute at Island No. 25, a place where she had no
business to go anyhow, knowing, as her captain did, that there were
guerrillas in that neighborhood and no gunboats in sight. If I hear
of her landing there, T shall make it a point to seize her and send
her to Cairo with a prize crew on board.

You can be assured now that, knowing what your wishes are, all

that two slow vessels can do to break uiis guerrilla firing will be

done.

If you have received my letters, Nos. 30 and 31, of the 2d and 3d
instant, you will be satisfied that it was my desire to attend to what
was necessary in the district if I could be released from Memphis,
on the one hand, or get no vessel from Cairo, on the other.

Very respectfullj', j^our obedient servant,

John G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 8th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Na.vy, to Acting Master

Dennis, U. S. Navy, commanding Jj. 8. S. Huntress, to crmse for

the restriction of illegal trade near Memphis, Tenn.

Mound City, June 9, [1864^.

SiE : You will proceed with your vessel, the Huntress, to Columbus,

and from there toward Memphis without delay and cruise up and

down the river. Overhaul all steamers that you may meet with along

the river engaged in trading on the shores. Your attention is called

to a late general order in regard to it.

When you have an opportunity you will report to Captain Mitchell,

commanding Eighth District, for such duty as he may assign you in

that district. Look in at Osceola when you hear of guerrillas.

Yeiy respectfully,
David D. Poeihe,

Rear-Admiral.

Acting Master J. S. Dennis,
Commanding Huntress.

Letter from, Kear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Major-General
Ganby, TJ. S. Army, transmitting copy of general order issued in

the interests of navigation in the Mississippi River.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 9, 1864.

General ; I enclose you a general order I issued in relation to your
order No. 6. I think now that the guerrillas will be disposed of if

your order is carried out. It is the first time we have started in the
right direction. I have been trying for two years to have this done,
but without avail. I think the result of your order will be a quiet
river. I would beg leave to recommend that a good force be kept at

Skipwith's Landing, where it can at all times, by cooperating with
the gunboats there, be able to move on either side of the river. A
force there will keep the coast clear for 100 miles, as the only place
the rebels have to cross is at Deer Creek, where we have never
molested them. Greenville, Ashwood, and Columbia are three noted
points for guerrillas. A force at Skipwith's Landing could operate,
respectively, against all these points—the farthermost being 25 miles
distant. There are a number of points on the river where small
parties of troops are kept, merely offering a bait for the rebels to
bite at. It will no doubt strike you that if these squads were all put
together they could operate more effectually.

Hundreds of soldiers, black and white, have been snatched up by
the rebels at these places, which are not covered by a gunboat, nor
offer any facilities for defense. I do not even know where many of
these small squads are placed, and only know of their existence by
seeing, as I pass up and down, a lot of soldiers who, no doubt, would
be glad to be doing something useful. There are a number of troops
at Jeff. Davis's plantation. I would recommend them to be with-
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drawn ; the gunboats there can protect that place. There are also a
number of soldiers on some of the islands protecting wood yards.
These islands being isolated protect themselves. These stations are
excuses for store boats, which supply rebels with all they want.

I have directed gunboats to break up all these trading store boats
along the river, and am sure you will give me your aid.

Troops have been kept at Waterproof for some time, which Messrs.
Hart and Field took advantage o± to open a trade store, which sup-
plied the rebels with $6,000 worth per month. General Slocum has,

I believe, arrested this party of illicit traders. The station was a
great temptation for rebels to come on there, get supplies of arms,
etc., and when half drunk, to fire on steamers ; liquor makes half the
trouble.

I had sold at auction a few days since 90 revolvers, captured near
Waterproof, and landed for sale by the rebels. I think this next
month will wind up the guerrillas. I have directed the gunboats to
stop all trade and to allow nothing to land except at military posts.

If all the commanders of posts will issue such orders as General
Washburn has, there will be.no more smuggling. I have ordered all

officers under my command to see his order carried out. One part of
his order may, however, lead to some misunderstanding. I allude to

his ordering a vessel (the Monarch) belonging to the Marine Brigade
to proceed down the river and arrest all vessels trading.

This duty properly belongs to the Navy, and the lieutenant-com-

manders of naval districts might not understand how it is that their

duties are assumed by one of the Marine or Earn Fleet. These ves-

sels have already committed a great many arbitrary acts on this river

under the cover of performing duty, and have alienated a good many
who were disposed to be friends, and I would respectfully recommend
that they be not employed on duty that can be performed by the gun-
boats; they do not seem to possess the right kind of discretion.

General Grant was so convinced of the hurtfulness of this organiza-

tion that he intended to break it up and use the regular troops instead,

but circumstances prevented him from doing so.

Now, I would recommend that these boats be kept at different sta-

tions and ready to start at a moment's notice and to receive troops on
board. Heretofore these vessels have been perfect pesthouses, and
General A. J. Smith's command had 30 or more taken down with
smallpox, contracted on board one of these vessels. By retaining the

present organization on board they will never be fit to carry troops.

An inspection of them will satisfy you in a short time. I trust you
will excuse me for mentioning these matters. I know you want all

the information you can get in the shortest possible time, and no one

knows better the conditions of things than myself. If at any time

you should hear of any irregularities on the part of any of my com-
mand or remissness in attending to their duties, you will confer a
favor by letting me know.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-AdmircH.

Major-General E. E. S. Canby,
Commanding MUitary Division of\ "West Mississippi.
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[Enclosure.]

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., June 8, 1864..

General Order, 1

No. 215. J

The attention of commanders of districts is called to the following

orders of General Canby, and they will report at once to the nearest

military commander when they hear of any attempt to obstruct the

river and obtain all the assistance they can to put down the guerrillas.

They will also notify Major-General Canby whenever any new move
is made by the enemy on the Mississippi River or its tributaries.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Headquaetees, Division of West Mississippi,
Vicksiurg, June 3, 1864.

Admiral: I have ordered reserves of troops and of vrater transportation to
be held In readiness at different points on the Mississippi for the purpose of
operating against any rebel force that may attempt to interrupt the navigation
of the river. If you will direct naval commanders to give early notice of any
movements of this kind to the commanders of military districts, a sufficient

military force can be sent at once to cooperate with the gunboats in destroying
or driving off the rebels.

I h£^'e the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Poster, TJ. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

General Oedee,! Heiadquaetees, Division op West Mississippi,
No. 6. J Vickshurg, Mississippi, May 27, 186i.

Commanders of districts will hold themselves at all times in readiness to
employ whatever force may be necessary to keep open the navigation of the
Mississippi River, keeping in reserve for this purpose a sufficient force and a
sufficient number of boats to enable them to act promptly. They will keep
themselves in communication vi^ith the commanders of naval districts, give them
any information in relation to the movements of the enemy that they may be
possessed of, and cooperate with them whenever necessary.
The authority of commanders of districts on either bank of the Mississippi

is so far extended as to include the military posts on the opposite bank. Thla
extension vs'ill not change the relations existing between post and department
commanders or authorize any permanent change, but is Intended to give the
senior in command the authority to control the resources on both banks of the
river in keeping It open or in meeting any other emergency.
By order of Major-General E. R. S. Canby.

C. T. Cheistensen,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, TJ. 8. Navy, regarding the
need of additional force for service in the Fifth District.

IT. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June 9, 1861^.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I have learned that there
is a great deal of crossing the river by rebels in the Fifth District.
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I have not sufficient force to patrol the river as it should be done.
Now that the Curlew has gone to Cairo, the Rattler and Forest Rose
have a distance of 55 miles to look out for, and there is no light-
draft between Grand Gulf and Vicksburg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Gomdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, ZJ. S. Navy, to the Secretary to

the President of the United States, responding to request for trans-
portation to Little Rock, Ark.

MoTJND City, Jwne 9, 1864.

Dear Sir: I received your note of 5th instant in relation to going
to Little Rock. In answer, I beg leave to inform you that the great
difficulty at the time you mention would be want of water in the
Arkansas. On the 1st of July no vessel could navigate that river
with any certainty. It is a treacherous river at all times, and at

this moment is unnavigable, when, by rights, it should be full of
water. If .you merely want to go to Little Eock, there will be
neither difficulty nor danger by going up White Eiver and across

from Devall's Bluff by railroad. All the stories you hear about
guerrillas are half fabrications. They do fire at steamers sometimes,
but I seldom hear of any one being hurt. .No vessels have gone up
the Arkansas but once this season; they all got ashore and two of
them (one a gunboat) were lost.

Arkansas is not a pleasant country to travel in just now. Marma-
duke has come down with about 5,000, men and seems determined
to settle somewhere near the mouth of Arkansas.

I do not know whether General Canby will allow him to remain
there. The only thing that makes your adventure impracticable is

want of water.
'If you want to pay a visit to Little Rock, I shall be much pleased

to send you up White River in a gunboat. We have one going up
every day.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Wm. O. Stoddard, Esq.,

Secretary to the President, Washington, D. C.

Letter from, the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admired Porter, U. S.

Na'vy, urging that som^e of the new ironclads be sent to Rear-

AdmiraZ Farragut, V. S. Navy.

Navy Department, June 9, 1864.

Sir: It is of the greatest importance that some of the new iron:

clads building on the Mississippi should be sent without fail to Rear-



380 NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTERN WATEES.

Admiral Farragut. Are not some of them ready? If not, can you

not hurry them forward ?

Very respectfully, etc., GrroEON Welms,
Secretary of the Navy.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron^ Cairo, III.

Order of Lieutenant-Gormnander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-

unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Rat-

tler, to assist the V. S. S. Fern.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June 9, 1861^.

Sir: If you can serve the Fern, which is aground near foot of

Fairchild's Island, do so, and run no risk. Be here early in the

morning at all events.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Gkeee,
Commanding Benton and Fifth Distinct, Mississippi Ri/oer.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Laning,
Commanding Rattler.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U.-S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutencmt Johnston, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Forest Rose, regarding ferrying at Fairchild's Island.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June 9, 186^..

Sir : I have learned from pretty good authority that there is a nest

of rebel ferrymen living on the foot of Fairchild's Island, with
associates on either main shore.

I am told there is quite a number of skiffs concealed in the willows
on the east side of the island. I wish you to watch that point until

satisfied about matters there. You will not be expected, and I sug-
gest that you send your boats down, using muffled oars, to be con-
cealed near the foot of the island till they see something going on
wrong. You can drop down with the vessel and pick them up.

If they learn nothing the first night, try it again ; but do not let

them be seen. Some of the men up there may have passes to fish.

If so, consider them all as revoked and destroy all skiffs. I wish a
good one saved for the tug Fern.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Gomdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston,
TJ. S. S. Forest Rose.
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[Telegram.]

EvANSviLUi, June P, 186^.

The guerrillas are thick along river below Henderson. Am going
down in that direction to look after them. Some of Morgan's men
have been in at Maysville, Ky. Have dispatched two boats. Will
now have to withdraw from the Cumberland to guard the Ohio.
River now requires guarding the whole length.

Le Eoy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Gommcmder, Tenth District.

Rear-Admiral Porter,
Mound City.

[Telegram.]

Mound Citt, June P, 1861^.

Withdraw all the gunboats from the Cumberland and spread them
along the Ohio.
Get two gunboats from Captain Shirk if necessary.

DAvro D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,
Evansville, Ind., V. S. S. Moose.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. 8. Navy, regarding

disposition of prise.

General Order, 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 218. J

Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 10, 186^.

General Order No. 156 is revoked, and all captured vessels and

prizes will hereafter be sent to Cairo and reported to the cominand-

ing officer at that place and the district judge of the State of Illinois.

David D. Porter,

Rear-Admdral, Gorrmianding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, TJ . S. Navy, regarding

stations of tlie vessels of his district.

U. S. S. Carondelet,
Near Gayoso, June 10, 1864-

Sir : The Huntress has reported for duty, which will enable me to

make what I think will be a satisfactory detail of the vessels in the

district.

The Carondelet will be stationed at Fort Pillow, with a beat from

Osceola Landing to Memphis. The New Era will talte from Osceola

to Tiptonville ; the Huntress from Tiptonville to Columbus.
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The stations of the Carondelet and New Era have been assigned as

I think would be [his] pleasure, from remarks made by Lieutenant-

Commander Phelps.
What you said in the course of conversation, that Fort Pillow

would be the headquarters of the former, and with the latter, that you
would like a fender between Hardin on the one side and New Madrid
on the other, the Huntress will have to go to Memphis for a couple
of days next week to have some of her woodwork cut away alongside

the chimneys, as the vessel has caught fire twice from the wood being
too close. A change will also be necessary in the arrangement of her
forward companionway, as the gun on the starboard side can not come
in by about a foot.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding 8th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron,

Flagship Black Hawk^ Mound City, III.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, June 11, 186^.
I have directed Captain Edwards, assistant quartermaster, Bridge-

port, to transfer the gunboats built there by him on account of quar-

.

termaster to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. A. Glassford, U. S.
Navy. This by order of General Webster. See your telegram of
May 5 to me. Is this right?

J. L. Donaldson,
Assistant Quartermaster.

Major-General Sherman.

[Telegram.]

IIdqrs. Military Division of the Mississippi,
In the Field, Big Shanty, June 11, 186i..

The transfer of the gunboats to the Navy is approved by me, and,
furthermore, I ask that every possible facility and encouragement be
given to the officers commanding them.

W. T. Sherman,
Major-General, Commanding.

Colonel Donaldson,
Nashville, Tenn.

Special field order of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, regard-
ing the gunboats built in the Tennessee River.

Special Field Orders,
No. 23.

HixjKs. Military Division of the Mississippi,
In the Field, Big Shanty, \Ga.), June 11, 186^.

The gunboats constructed by the quartermaster's department in
the Tennessee Eiver above Mussel Shoals having been turned over
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to the Navy Department for better service and discipline, will never-
theless be supplied by the army quartermasters and commissaries of
all military posts and stations as though still belonging to the army

;

and when the commanders of any of the gunboats need assistance
of any kind, or detachments of soldiers to aid them in any enter-
prise, the commanding officer of any military post on or near the
Tennessee Eiver will furnish the details if it be possible.

By order of Major-General W. T. Sherman

:

L. M. Dayton,
Aid-de-Camp.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Corwmanding Mississippi Squad/r'on.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Owen, V. S. Navy, regarding protection for SkipwitKs Landing.

MotrND City, June 11, 186^.

Sir: Your communication of May 31 has been received.

I should be very much surprised to find that you had left the tugs

and barges without a gunboat. I do not see why one of the light-

drafts can not be at Skipwith's while you and the others drive off

the batteries, or why you do not notify General Canby that he may
send troopa to that point. I am told he is going to keep troops ready
to send up at a moment's notice.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen,
Comdg. U. S. S. Louisville and 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, V. S. Navy, requesting

permission to land stores for the Duncan plantations at Shipwitli's.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off Columbia, Ark., June 11, 186^..

Sir: With the exception of small squads of sharpshooters on the

bank of the river between Cypress Bend and Sunnyside, we have

had ho firing since my last. What the enemy has done with his

battery I do not know, nor can I find out, as not a soul is ever seen on

theArkansas shore save guerrillas and sharpshooters. I have received

a communication from Mr. Seth Stoug'hton, working the Duncan
places, that he has but two weeks' provisions on hand for the several

hundred hands at work, and that a supply is coming down. Your
General Order 209 prohibits the landing of private stores at points

other than military posts. Can he be allowed to have them landed at

Skipwith's? Mr. Stoughton is thoroughly a Union man. The guer-

rillas visit the Duncan plantations frequently, and they might seize

all the stores required for the places. There are some 400 hands, and
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consequently a large amount of stores are required. I believe the

crops are in and growing finely.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, Gorwmanding Sixth District.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, transmitting

copy of communication sent to the inhabitants of Henderson, Ky.,

assuring them of protection against molestation hy gunhoats.

U. S. S. Moose,
Smithland, Ky., June 11, I86J1,.

Sir: I think I have ascertained the cause of so many guerrillas

being in this part of Kentucky. Most of the guerrilla parties now up
the Cumberland are composed of men who were drafted for our

service. They are now only showing their true colors and say if

they must fight at all they will fight for Jeff Davis; consequently

they have run from the draft and gone into the guerrilla service.

Many have joined the guerrillas at Uniontown and vicinity, I am
told, in consequence of some gross outrages that were said to have been

committed in that neighborhood by a Colonel Cunningham, from
Paducah. It is reported that he went up in that section 'of country
with a lot of negro soldiers and sent them on shore to conscript every

negro they could find. These negroes, it is reported, were sent on
shore armed and without an officer with them, entered private houses,

broke open the doors, and entered ladies' bedrooms before they were
up, insulted women, and plundered and searched generally.

If this be as bad as reported, it is certainly a gross outrage and
disgrace to our cause. I will, on my way up, stop and see if I can
ascertain the truth of the matter.

It was said that a gunboat convoyed them up. None of our gun-
boats convoyed them or would countenance such disgraceful proceed-
ings ; on the contrary, they would have forced respect to the women.
On my way down I found the people so frightened and excited

that, to set them aright, I thought it only justice to ourselves to send
them a communication, of which the enclosed is a copy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Eoy FrroH,
Lieutenant-CormrMnder.

Eear-Admiral DAvm D. Porter,
ComiHanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. MoOSE,
Henderson, Ky., June 9, I864..

There seems to be a general impression that the gunboats are
cruising up and down the river running off negroes and committing
gross depredations; consequently, when a gunboat heaves in sight,
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all the citizens are thrown into a state of excitement, close their

houses, and hurry the negroes back into the country.
I would inform the people generally that the gunboats are on no

such mission, nor will any vessel or officer under the command of
Eear-Admiral Porter touch, interfere with, or molest the persons
or property of peaceful and loyal citizens in any way whatever.

Our object is to protect commerce, break up as much as possible

this guerrilla warfare, and injure only the enemies to the United
States Government.

I trust that in future this fear and excitement will be dispelled,

for I can assure you that on the part of the Navy you need have no
fears of molestation so long as you remain loyal to the Government
and pursue your peaceful avocations at home.

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander, etc.

The Mayor and Citizens or Henderson and Vicinity.

[Telegram.]

Columbus, fKy.] . June 11, 186^.

(Received June 13.)

Can you send a small gunboat to Hickman, [Ky.] ? There is trouble

there. I have a hundred men there, and do not wish to send any
more.

Henry Prince,
Brigadier-General.

Rear-Admiral Porter,
Mound City.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, TJ. S. Navy, regarding

expected attack upon New Madrid, Mo.

U. S. S. Huntress,
Gayoso Landing, June 11, 186^.

Sir : It having been reported to me yesterday that an attack was

expected on New Madrid by a force under Kitchen, numbering some

500 strong, I left the Carondelet at this place at dark and proceeded

to New Madrid to learn what I could of the matter.

I learned that there was a force at Pemiscot Bayou, but could hear

of no advance toward New Madrid. I have coaled the Carondelet

from this vessel, so that she can show herself in this neighborhood

and toward Hickman for two or three days, when I shall be able to

have the slight alterations on this vessel finished and move her up

to her station and return the Carondelet to hers.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

John G. Mitchell,

Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 8th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Com/ma,nding Mississippi Squadron,

Flagship Blavl- Hawk, Mound City, III.
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V . S. Navy, transmitting report of

the commanding officer of U. S. S. Namnkeag, regarding aid given

to fleet of army transports in White River, Ark.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mourul City, June m, 1861,..

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a communication from

Acting Master John Rogers, commanding the U. S. S. Naumkeag,

giving an account of the valuable assistance rendered by that vessel

to Colonel [R. R.] Livingston's command at Grand Glaise, whose

fleet had grounded at that place and was in great danger of being

lost or captured by the enemy, and also containing the special thanks

of Colonel Livingston for the promptness and energy displayed by

Captain Rogers on that occasion and in afterwards convoying his

fleet safely to its place of destination.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-A dmiiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

\
Gunboat Naumkeag,

DevalVs Bluff, May 31, 186k.

Sir: As I previously informed you, I went up the river as far as

Grand Glaise, 30 miles below Jacksonport, before I met the fleet with

Colonel Livingston's command on board and all the Government
stores of that post. Some of the vessels had been aground and the

Fitzhugh had burst one of her steam pipes and scalded several per-

sons. The steamer Kennett was so large and was so difficult to man-
age that the colonel commanding (Wood) thought of abandoning
her. Grand Glaise is the most dangerous place on the river, from its

high lands and the roads coming in there. The boats had been fired

into before they left Jacksonport from the opposite side of the river,

and the probability is, if she had been left, she would have been
captured. The colonel issued an order upon his arrival at tliis place

which contains the following:

III. To the commanding officer of the gunboat 37 ['Naumkeag'\, Commander
Rogers, his thanlis are specially due for the energy and promptness exhibited
by him in bringing his gunboat to the assistance of the fleet while aground, and
for the valuable aid rendered it during his convoy to its destination.

I also destroyed a number of flats, skiffs, and canoes.

Captain Hickey, of gunboat Queen City, also started up with two
light boats, to lighten the others. We met them a few miles above
Des Arc, but we had got through all our troubles and were in deep
water; we did not need them. We arrived all safe at the [Devall's]
BlufT amidst general rejoicing. All of which is most respectfully
submitted by

Your obedient servant, John Rogers,
Acting Master, Coiwmanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. M. Prichett,
Commanding White River Station.
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommvander Fitch, U. S. Navy, giving patrols
of the vessels of the TenthDistrict.

U. S. S. Moose,
SmithZand, Ky., June 12, 1864.

Sie: I have the honor to report the arrangement of patrols and
mail and telegraphic addresses of vessels in the Tenth District as
follows

:

Name ot vessel.

Moose

Brilliant

Fairplay

Silver Lake.
Springfield-

Reindeer

Victory

Commanding ofBcer.

LeEcy Ktch.

Acting Volunteer Lieuten-
ant Ohas. G. Perkins.

Acting" Master Geo. J.
Groves.

Acting Master J.O.CoyleL-
Acting Master Edm. Mor-
gan.

Acting Volunteer Lieuten-
ant H. A. Glasslord.

Acting Master Fred. Bead-

Patrol.

Gfeneral.

Smithland up Cumber-
land to Ingram's
Shoals, then up Ohio
to Shawneetown.

Shawneetown to Evans-
Tille.

Evansville to Cannelton-.
Gaonelton to New Al-
bany.

Louisville to Maysville---

MaysvUle to Pomeroy

Address.

For the present until
further notice, Evans-
ville, iDd.

Smithland, Ky.

Evansville, Ind.

Do.
New Albany, Ind.

Cincinnati, Ohio.

Do.

These patrols subject to change as circumstances may require.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Koy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Comfinumder.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
CoTnmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Acting Ertsign Thomas,
U. S. Naiyy, commanding V. S. S. Rohb, in view of disturbance

at Hickman, Ky.

Mound Cirr, Jicne 13, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed without delay with your vessel to Columbus,

Ky., and on your arrival there report. to General Prince, commanding
post at that place. Enquire what is the matter at Hickman, and if

there is any need of your services there, you will immediately pro-

ceed to that place and remain there until your services can be dis-

pensed with. You will then proceed to this station and report to me.

Very respectfully,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commanding Ofitceb of U. S. S. Kobe.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, responding to sugges-

tion that some of the new ironclads he sent to the West Gulf
Squadron.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 13, I86J1..

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter

of June 9 in relation to sending ironclads to Admiral P'arragut.
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The only two iron vessels latel}' finished are the Winnebago and
Chickasaw. I do not know whether it was ever intended to send these

vessels out of the river, but if it was the builders know nothing about
the requirements of seagoing vessels. They would break to pieces

in the least swell, and they are not fitted to go anywhere but in the

smoothest water, such as may be found in rivers. I would not take
the responsibility of sending them to Admiral Farragut without
express orders to that effect. They are very vulnerable and unfit

to cope with anything carrying heavy guns, or to engage fortifica-

tions. They are all manned and fitted, though having been sent off

in a hurry^ will require some few ordnance stores. I doubt if they
would ever reach Mobile. Some of the sea monitors at Cincinnati
have been launched and should have been ready by this time. By
getting them over the falls before the water fell they might have been
finished by this time at New Albany and brought down the river;
but it was a matter of dollars and cents, and the time for getting
them down this year has passed unless the Ohio has an unusual rise.

Will the Department please instruct me further in regard to the
Winnebago and Chickasaw?

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy., Washington^ D. C.

Order of Lieutenant-Comamiider Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting
Master Irwin, V. S. Navy, commanding JJ. S. S. Judge Torrence.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June H, 186^.

Sir : Come to Natchez with the Judge Torrence without delay.
Very respectfully, your obedient seiTant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Master J. Irwin,
Commanding U. S. S. Judge Torrence.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting prize lists

of certain vessels.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June H, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith prize lists of the follow-
ing vessels belonging to this squadron.
U. S. S. Romeo, for the capture of 207 bales of cotton, Februarv

loo4.

U. S. S. Romeo, for the capture of 119 bales of cotton, Februarv
20, 1864.

^
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U. S. S. JuUet, for the capture of cotton, etc., during the Red River
expedition, March, April, and May, 1864.

I have the honor to be, very"respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Weules,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Letter from Major-Generdl Steele, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Phelps, V . S. Navy, desiring to know the whereabouts of
Brigadier-General Shelby, C. S. Army.

Little Rock, June llf., 186^..

I am glad to hear from you and should be pleased to see you here.

Can you not meet me on the prairie, according to our agreement of
last fall ? It seems Shelby is everywhere—on the other side of White
River, and at Crockett's Bluff on this side—^with considerable force
for the purpose of capturing steamers. I have ordered a scouting
party to the latter place, and will send a force to Clarendon as soon
as it can be ascertained that he or any part of his force is there.

My troops are frequently sent out after rebels, who can not be found
or heafd of at places where they are reported to be. My cavalry
force is in such condition that I am obliged to spare it as much as

possible. We are obliged to do heavy scouting south in order to

ascertain whether the rebels are moving toward the Arkansas in

force. It is reported that they are. If Shelby gets in between
Clarendon and Cache River, a concerted movement between A, J.

Smith's troops and a force sent from Devall's Bluff might bag him.
Please give me the earliest possible intelligence of his whereabouts.
Please furnish General Smith with the same. Where is General
Canby? I received a dispatch from him yesterday, dated at Vicks-

burg, 2d instant.

Very truly, yours, Feedk. Steele,
Major-General.

Commander S. L. Phelps,
DevalVs Bluff.

Correspondence regarding seizure of horses.

[Telegram.]

Cincinnati, June H, 186^.

Have taken 4 prisoners, which I have aboard the boat; also 40

horses, which I propose sending to Captain Bowen to-morrow.

Please answer.
C. W. Spooner.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch.
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Order of lieutenant-Commander Fitch, TT. S. Navy, to Acting Master Coyle, U. S.

Navy, commanding V. S. S. Silver Lake, to proceed to Hound City, 111., carry-

ing: prisoners and horses.

U. S. S. Moose,
Ohio River, June 21, 186^..

Sir: You will proceed to Mound City with the prisoners and
horses now on board your vessel, report to Eear-Admiral Porter, and
await his instructions in regard to them.

After knowing the admiral's wishes, execute them with dispatch

and return to your station with the least possible delay.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Koy Fitch,
Lieittenant-Commander.

Acting Master J. C. Coyi.e,

CoTrvmanding U. S. S. Silver LaJce.

Report of Fleet Captain Fennock, Ti. S. Navy, transmitting report of Lieutenant-
Commander Fitch, IT. S. Navy, and statement of T. C. Campbell, of Mays-
ville, Ky.

Mississippi Squadron, Fxagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, August 1^, 1861^.

Sir: .Your communication of the 22d ultimo, enclosing for investi-

gation and report a letter from T. C. Campbell, of Maysville, Ky.,
relative to the conduct of Acting Ensign Spooner, U. S. S. Moose, in
the capture of the 29 horses, has been received.

I enclose copy of letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch on the
subject. Lieutenant-Commander Breese informs me that the ad-
miral disapproved of the whole transaction, and would have restored
the horses to their owners^ but that the majority of them were in such
horrible condition that he felt that all that could be done with them
was to dispose of them to the best advantage and return the monev
to the owners.
This was accordingly done, and the funds are now waiting the

presentation of claims.

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch has been written to on the subject.
What other action Admiral Porter took in the matter I am unable to
say.

Mr. Campbell's letter, with enclosure, is herewith returned.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pbnnock,
Fleet Captain and, Comrnandant of Station.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosures.]

U. S. S. MoosE,
Ohio River, June 26, I864..

Sir: I send to Mound City the horses and provisions spoken of in
my telegram.

On hearing of Morgan's approach toward the Ohio at Maysville I
at once dispatched two boats, the Reindeer and Victory, to look out
for him and prevent his crossing.
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Acting Ensign C. W. Spooner was in temporary command of the
Reindeer, as I had sent Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford over
to Bridgeport, Ala., with the ordnance stores and to look out for
them.
From Acting Ensign Spooner's telegraphic report to me I supposed

he had captured the horses, but it seems from his written report,* just
receivedj that he did not capture them, but merely took possession of
them after they had been taken by some citizens.

Supposing from his telegram that they were a legal prize, captured
by himself, I directed him to bring them to Louisville, where I sent
the Silver Lake to receive them. Had I at the time known all the
circumstances, I should have referred the matter to you before acting,
but the horses reached me before his written report. I therefore
send them on to Mound City, as they are now so near, and let them
await your decision there. Mr. Spooner acted his part in good faith.
Should you see proper to retain them, they are there ; should you wish
them released, they need not be taken off the Silver Lake, but be re-

turned as easily as they were brought away.
Three of the prisoners are reported to be guerrillas; the fourth a

regularly enlisted soldier from some Georgia regiment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieiitenant-ComnMnder, Gomdg. 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississij)pi Squadron.

Maysville, Ky., June 16, 1864-

Dear Sir : When Peter Everett and this band of marauders visited

this section of the State they stole as many horses as they met with.
Learning that your forces were fighting Morgan, they placed about
150 of these horses in the pasture of some rebel sympathizer near
Moorefield, in Nicholas County, and left to reinforce Morgan. Two
citizens named Moler and Hughart, with the assistance of their

neighbors, took possession of the horses and brought them to this

city for safety, risking their lives and property now and hereafter

in doing so. So soon as they could, they commenced returning the

horses to their lawful owners upon proof of ownership.- They de-

livered all but 29 in this way, when one officer by the name of

Spooner, commanding gunboat 35, placed both the men under arrest

and took forcible possession of the horses and sent them to Cin-
cinnati. He has released the men, but retains the horses, depriving

poor and. loyal citizens of horses badly needed at this time in the

cultivation of th^ corn crop. This thing ought not to go unpunished,

and the horses should be returned and that without delay. At their

request, I called your attention to the matter and enclosed a copy of

a note addressed [to] Commander Spooner by the officers of the city

and county, to which he made no reply.

Respectfully, T. C. Campbell.

Major-General Btjrbridge,

Lexington.

* Xot found.
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[Telegiam.]

Paducah, June i^, 1861^.

The steamer Aurora^ with 100 head beef cattle and other commis-

sary stores, is here, wanting convoy to Keynoldsburg, Tenn. Unless

the cattle can be forwarded within twenty-four hours, they must be

unloaded, and there is no safe pasturage nearer than the Cumber-

land Island in the Ohio near Smithland. Can you direct one of the

three gunboats lying here to proceed at once with the Aurora to

her point of destination up the Tennessee, or state what day a convoy

can be here to go with her, so that we may unload the cattle ?

J. M. McKenzie,
Gaptcdn and Commissary Subsistence.

Admiral D. D. Portee,
Mound. City.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, Jurk^ H, 186^.

Apply to Captain Shirk, commanding district, and he will detail

a gunboat.
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Captain J. M. McKenzie,
Commissary Subsistence, Paducah, Ky.

Seizure of steamers Mattie, M. Walt, and Hill, at Beidah Landing,
Miss., by the U. S. S. Lexington, June If), 186^.

Report of Lieutenant-CominandeT Phelps, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of the

commanding officer of the IT. S. S. Lexington.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,

Off Mouth White River, June 18, 186^.

Sir: On arriving here from Devall's Bluff on the evening of the
16th, I found the gunboat Lexington here with three steamers, seized

the day previous a few miles below under the following circum-
stances: Captain Bache, learning that these steamers were in Old
River, between here and Napoleon, getting on cotton, sent the J'yler

to look after them. She returned, bringing back a Mr. Fennerty,
who made a sworn statement that he was on board those steamers
on the 13th and 14th; that he saw numbers of armed rebels on the
bank; that he saw them going on board these vessels and passing
back and forth between them and the shore; that they were well
received on board, treated to liquors, and fed; that they carried on
shore packages, kegs of liquor, and that their canteens were filled

M-ith liquor on board; that at one time there were 3 oiRcers and 12
or 15 soldiers on board a single vessel.

His statements are partly confirmed by people belonging to these
vessels and partly denied by them, but the fact of Confederate sol-

diers having been on board, having dined on board, and been given
liquors is not denied by anj^one.

In stating the circumstances attending the seizure to the district

judge of the Southern District of Illinois, I have briefly given the
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military situation here, stating that while we destroy all small boats
and flats and carefully patrol the river to prevent the enemy from
crossing, these boats, with some show of reason, present permits from
the Treasury Department which they claim authorizes them to con-
duct precisely the kind of trade they were found engaged in. Mani-
festly the safety of our light gunboats and of the smaller military
posts is greatly endangered by thus placing boats engaged in the
cotton traffic at the disposition and control of the enemy.
Your general orders numbered 197 and 209 have perplexed me

somewhat in regard to the seizure of these vessels. The order of the
Secretary of the Treasury referred to in the former of these orders

has never been received by me. I can not, therefore, judge precisely

as to how far these boats were transcending trade regulations, but it

is certain they were violating the ordinary laws of war. The seizure

is fully confirmed by your general order No. 209, and by the order
of General Washburn, dated May 14, but his district extends only

to this place.

The Lexington had on board of her at the time the seizure was
made a detachment of the Tyler's men, both vessels being entitled to

share in the prizes.

I have sent all the officers and men belonging to them to Cairo, in

order that the district attorney may examine mem, as I think more
information may be obtained in this way, especially from the deck

hands.
Acting Ensign J. G. Megler goes up in charge of the prizes.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Pokter,
CoTnmanding Mississippi SqvMdron.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Lexington, June 18, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report my arrival at the mouth of White
Eiver on the 14th instant. Hearing that there were some cotton

boats in Old River which had been there for some time, I sent the

Tyler down to see that all was right. She returned the same even-

ing, bringing with her a person by the name of Fennerty (whose

affidavit I have given you), who swore to the fact, in my presence,

that the three boats, Mattie, M. Walt, and Hill, were in communica-

tion with rebel soldiers, openly receiving them on the boats, and

trading with them; that at times there were on the bank, numbers

of armed men, etc. I got underway on the morning of the 15th

instant, and proceeded down into Old River, taking with me a

detachment of men from the Tyler (to assist in manning the boats)

and seized them as naval prizes. I found the three boats lying

off Beulah Landing, Miss., within about a hundred yards of the

shore. At the landing I could distinctly see a number of white

men, say 25 or 30, with a glass, who disappeared into the adjacent

woods as we made our appearance.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. M. Bache,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,
Cnmm^.ndinn Seventh District Mississippi Squudron.
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Order of Lieutenant Bache, V. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign Megler, IT. S. Navy, to

take charge of the prizes and proceed to Hound City, 111.

U. S. S. Lexington, JiiTie 18, 1864..

Sik: You will take charge of the three prizes Mattie, Hill, and
Walt and proceed at once to Mound City, where you will report to

the commanding naval officer. The keys of the safes will be kept in

your possession, and all their papers will be delivered to the district

attorney or such other officer indicated by the admiral. Do not stop
on your way, unless absolutely necessary, and do not allow any one
to leave the vessels under any consideration until they are placed
under the charge of a U. S. marshal. You will take immediate charge
of the Mattie yourself. Acting Ensign Cameron, of the Hastings,
will have the Hill, and Acting Master Mate , of the Tyler,
the Walt.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. M. Bache,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Acting Ensign Jos. G. Megler, U. S. Navy.

letter from Kear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to judge of district court, regard-
ing vessels seized for illegal traffic.

Mound City, Juns 2k, 186^.
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that three .steamers, Mattie,

M. Walt, and R. E. Hill, have been sent here as naval prize, being
caught trading with the rebel soldiers. Will you be pleased to have
them taken possession of by the marshal. There are parties who
have stores on board intended for plantations. These stores should
not be seized, as the owners are not to blame for the acts of the
steamers, and, with your permission, I will restore the goods to them,m whom I have confidence. Steamer Jennie Hobbs has also been
seized for illegal traffic, and is here with a prize crew on board
awaiting your directions.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. S. H. Treat,
XJ. S. District Judge, Springfield, HI.

P. S.—Since writing the foregoing, T do not see that there is any-
thing against the Jennie Hoiis that will justify her detention, and
1 think she had better be released. I have allowed the captain to go
on bonds, to appear if called for.

[Telegram.]

.
Paducah, June 15, 1864.

Captain Shirk and Colonel Parsons, chief of Western Eiver
Iransportation, have arranged that convoy will leave Paducah on
luesdays and Fridays of each week. The Undine is here ready for
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Friday, the T(mah on Tuesday. Captain Shirk has gone up the
river to make arrangements above.

Jason Goudy,
Commanding U. S. S. Tawah.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Mound City.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to commanding officeT of
V. S. S. New National, to proceed down the river on special duty.

Mound City, June 15, I864.

Sir: You will proceed down river, carrying the mails and stores
for the squadron.

Deliver the two accompanying letters to General Canby wherever
he can be found.
Take convoy past dangerous places going and coming, and if you

are attacked by the rebels do not stop to fight them but proceed on.
After performing the above duty you will return to this place.

Very respectfully,

Davd) D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Pilot A..M. Grant,
Commanding U. S. S. New National.

Engagement of U. S. steamers General Bragg and Naiad with Con-
federate batteries at Como Landing, Tunica Bend, La., June 15-
16, 186Jf.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting reports of commanding
officers.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 26, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose a report from the General Bragg
and Naiad of a fight with rebel batteries.

The Bragg can not get here to be repaired at this stage of water,

and I have ordered her to New Orleans.

These batteries will continue to come in on the river until more
effective measures are taken by the military authorities to land

troops and chase them up until they are all taken. Some five or
six batteries, mostly captured from our forces, are spread along the

river and fire when they get a good opportunity. This firing is

extremely annoying to passenger boats with women and children

on board, who are frequently killed by this " Southern civilized
"

mode of warfare. As long as they fire on the gunboats we do not
mind them, though they occasionally do damage and kill men. These
batteries have generally been driven away by the gunboats, and I

am in hopes we will soon have proper landing parties of troops pre-
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pared to act in concert with gunboats, when there may be a hope of

keeping the river free of these marauders.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rewr-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.]

U. S. S. General Bragg,
Tunica, La., June 15, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the enemy opened on me at

daylight at Como Landing with two pieces of artillery and small

arms, and I replied immediately, and the enemy ceased firing and

went down below and opened on the U. S. S. Naiad at Eatliff's

Landing. I went immediately to her assistance, and the Winnebago
also hove in sight and we attacked them simultaneously and soon

silenced the enemy. I fired 80 shell for 32-pounder and 50 shell for

30-pounder Parrott, 8 percussion shell for 30-pounder Parrott, and

80 charges for 32-pounder, 58 for 30-pounder Parrott.

I have 1 man wounded severely by a musket ball through the

shoulder.

I received three shots in the hull and quite a number of musket

shots.

I found it almost impossible to drive the sharpshooters from,

behind levee, but succeeded ultimately.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. DOMINT,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay,
Comdg. Third arul Fourth Districts, Mississippi Squadron.

U. S. S. Naiad,
Head of Tunica Island, June 16, 1864-

Sir : I have the honor to report that at 3 : 45 o'clock this morning
I saw the U. S. S. General Bragg engaged with a rebel battery on
the left bank. I got up steam immediately and ran up to her assist-

ance.

When we had arrived within half a mile of where the General
Bragg lay, a rebel battery opened on us, directing the shots at first

toward the pilot house, and in a few shots completely disabling our
steering apparatus and severely wounding First-Class Pilot James
M. Harrington.
The Avheel being shot away, I was obliged to steer by relieving

tackle. I managed, however, to get bows on to the battery and
continued to fire briskly until the batteries were silenced.

We were hit nine times. The first shot passed through the smoke-
stack, the second and third shots passed through the pilot house,

the third striking the barrel of the wheel, cutting the tiller rope
and literally tearing the wheel to pieces.
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The fourth shot passed a few feet abaft the pilot house, shattering
the steerage and skylights, but doing no further damage.
The fifth shot passed through the cabin. We also received four

shots through the starboard casemates, one striking abreast of the
boilers ; one abaft of No. 2 gun, tearing up the decks and exploding
within a few feet of the shell room ; one abaft of No. 3 gun, killing
John J. Crennell, ordinary seaman, and wounding 3 others ; another
passed through the port of No. 4 gun, tearing away the shutter and
exploding in the dispensary.

The officers and men behaved admirably, considering that very
few of the officers and not one of the men had before been under
fire or seen service of any kind afloat.

We received no material injury beyond disabling the steering appa-
ratus.

I expended altogether 37 shell. For list of casualties please find

enclosed surgeon's report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Henry T. Keene,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay,
Commanding Third District, Mississippi Squadron.

[ Subenclosure. ]

Report of Abtitig Assistant Surgeon T. E. Clark of casualties on the V. H. &'.

'Naiad.

June 15, 18C4. .

Killed.—John J. Crennell, ordinary seaman.
Wounded.—Julius A. Coleman, acting master's mate, penetrating

wound in anterior portion of left thigh ; James M. Harrington, first-

class pilot, lacerating wound in anterior portion of right ankle joint

;

William Fieg, ship's corporal, penetrating wound in left breast ; John
Howard, seaman, penetrating wound in calf of right leg; Henry C.

Watson, boatswain's mate, contusion of forehead ; William H. Dough-
erty, first-class pilot, contusion of right leg, very slight.

None of the wounds are dangerous.
Respectfully, your obedient siervant,

Thaddeus E. Clark,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Acting Master Henry T. Keene,
Com/rroanding.

Seport of lieutenant-Commander Bamsay, IT. S. Navy, transmitting report of the

commanding officer of U. S. S. General Bragg, regarding engagement June 16.

U. S. S. Choctaw,

0-ff Mouth of Red River, June 18, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith the report of Acting

Volunteer Lieutenant C. Dominy, commanding U. S. S. General

Bragg, in relation to the action in which he was engaged on the 16th

instant.



398 NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTERN WATEBS.

The Bragg is now lying at this place completely disabled, part of

her walking beam having been shot away.

It is impossible to repair her at this place.

Chief Engineer Bickerstaff informs me that she can be repaired

much quicker and with less expense at New Orleans, on account of

the foundries there, than at Cairo.

I respectfully request orders in relation to her.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Frank M. Ramsay,
Lieutenant-Commander^ Corndg. 3d and I/th Districts.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[ Enclosure. ]

U. S. S. General Bragg,
Mouth of Red River., June 16, 1864-

Sir : I have the honor to report that the enemy opened fire on me
this morning with four guns (at 1.45) while at anchor off Como
Landing, in Tunica Bend. Slipping my cable, I immediately went
to quarters and replied to their fire. After being engaged about five

minutes one of the enemy's shot struck the walking beam, breaking it,

and thereby disabling the engine completely. The vessel then drifted

down the river, and I continued firing and silenced the enemy before
I had drifted out of range.

I received in all 22 shots, several riddling the officers' quarters and
cabin, two bursting on the berth deck, etc., but no material damage
was done save by the one that disabled the machinery.

I fired in all 42 shots of different descriptions, mentioned in the
gunner's report herewith enclosed.

One man slightly wounded in the head was the only casualty.
Enclosed please find report of ordnance expended, engineer's report

of damage to his machinery, and surgeon's report of wounded.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. DOMINY,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. RamS'Ay, U. S. Navy,
Corwmanding 3d and J^th Districts Mississippi Squadron.

[Subenclosures.]

U. S. S. General Bragg,
Off Mouth of Red River, June 16, I864.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following as wounded in the
engagement this morning at Como Landing, La.

:

Joseph Fry, landsman, shell wound of scalp, slight.

Very respectfully,

F. A. Castle,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. Dominy, U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. S. General Bragg.
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U. S. S. General Bragg,
Oif Mouth of Red River, June 16, 186^.

Sir : I most respectfully make the following report of the damages
sustained by the engineer's department of this vessel, in the engage-
ment at Como Landing this morning.

"\yhile working the engine slow, a shot struck the lower part of the
mam strap of the walking beam, 2 feet forward of the air pump rods,
breakmg it and carrying away 2 feet and 6 inches of the point of the
skeleton frame.
When the beam gave way, the momentum of the piston caused the

upper portion of the mainstrap to bend. The piston being on the
upstroke, or receding from the cylinder, and this destroying the clear-
ance, brought the piston against the cylinder cover at the end of the
stroke, breaking the cover. Until these accidents are repaired the
engine is disabled for further use.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James Miller,
Acting Chief Engineer.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. Domint, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. S. General Bragg.

Report of Colonel Scott, C. S. Army.

Hdqrs. Southwest Miss, and East La.,

Jime 19, 1864.

General : I have the honor to submit the following facts

:

Having anticipated a trip to the Mississippi Eiver at a point above
this, on General Buckner's arrival here I accompanied him on the
12th with two of my regiments and five guns to Tunica, the point
where he desired to cross the river, arriving the next day. On the
14th, I made a reconnoissance and sent in under cover of night two
12-pounder howitzers and 3-inch rifle to Katliff's Landing, and my
two Sawyer guns to Como, about 3 miles above. At the former land-

ing I encountered the No. 63, tincladj which was so seriously injured
that I have since learned she was grounded on Cat Island Bar. Their
best tinclad (the Bragg) held Como Landing, she lying near enough
to the bank for the use of sharpshooters, who were very eflfectual in

keeping her men from her principal guns, which were fore and aft

on deck, and was only relieved from destruction by a monitor which
lay at Tunica Landing, 3 miles above. On her approach my guns
were withdrawn. The Bragg still holding her position, I determined
on the next day to concentrate all my guns against her, which was
effectually done without their knowledge. At 1 a. m. I opened on
her, firing 42 shots, 32 of which took effect, so completely disabling

her that she had to be towed off by the monitor, who came again to

her relief. During the engagement she succeeded in firing but 3 shots.

My ammunition for the rifled gun having nearly given out, I sent

two 12-pounder howitzers and two Napoleons to Magnolia Landing,
about 7 miles above Port Hudson, where we arrived at night.

Soon after my guns were placed in position, the Landis, a Govern-
ment transport, came steaming down within 100 yards of the shore.
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In consequence of inferior quality of friction primers, the guns failed

to fire in battery. Some seven shots, however, were fired, during

which time the boat signaled her distress, and two gunboats dropped
down from Bayou Sara, 3 miles above. Having only smoothbores,

my guns withdrew. On my march the next day down the Baton
Kouge road, at Mrs. Newport's cross-roads, within 7 miles of Port
Hudson, a force of infantry and cavalry from that place was most
handsomely repulsed by Major Ogden.
From my experience since here, I have but little hesitation in say-

ing that with guns of a proper caliber gunboats can be made very

scarce, particularly tinclads. My 9-pounder Napoleon guns I con-

sider a complete failure, and but little or no service, the carriages

being too light. During the time I was operating above, I had Col-

onel Powers in the neighborhood of Baton Rouge for the purpose of
occupying the enemy, who are in large force, and at the same time to

Back some few Government plantations in that vicinity. In conse-

quence of the high waters of the Comite, nothing could be effected.

With the exception of a few slight wounds, I have sustained no in-

jury during the different engagements.
J. S. Scott, Colonel.

Brigadier-General Wirt Adams,
Commanding Cavalry Division, Jackson.

• [Telegram.]

Clinton, La., June 20, 186^.

The gunboat 53, attacked by me on the 15th, has been beached on
Cat Island Bar, to prevent her sinking. The General Bragg, at-
tacked on the 16th, has 32 shots through her, is entirely disabled, and
nearly all her crew killed and wounded. Attacked the U. S. trans-
port Landis 6 miles above Port Hudson on night of 16th. She re-
ported sunk near Baton Rouge.

J. S. Scott,
Colonel, Com/manding District.

Major-General S. D. Lee.

Report of Acting Ensign Thomas, V. S. Navy, commianding V. S. S.
Eobb, regarding affairs off Hickman, Ky.

U. S. S. ROBB,
Off Hickman, Ky., June 17, J86i.

Sir: I have the honor to report that since my last report of the
14th all has been quiet here until this morning, when a flag of truce
made jts appearance at the picket lines from the command of the
rebel Colonel Tansil, proposing to return the goods taken last week
from the citizens of Hickman. The commanding officer of Federal
forces has very wisely refused further communication. The force
of the rebels is not known, though not large. Is said to be a guer-
rilla gang, raised in the vicinity of Dresden, Tenn. Considerable
cotton and tobacco are being shipped from this point up river. The
forces here, I learn from the adjutant-general of district, will be
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removed to Columbus on the 19th, when they will be able to dispense
with the services of the Rohh.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Lloyd Thomas,
Acting Ensign, Commanding Rohh.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign
Thomas, U. S. Navy, to report at Mound City, III.

MoTTND City, June 18, 186^.

Sir : As your presence is no longer necessary at Hickman or Co-
lumbus, you will proceed to this place without delay and report to
me.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Acting Ensign Lloyd Thomas,
Commanding Robb.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding services of the TJ . S. S.

General Pillow.
Mound City, Juns 18, 1864-.

Sir : Your communication of the 8th instant, requesting me to send

you the General PUlow to operate in and about Green River, [Ky.],

has been received.

I have to inform you in reply that this vessel can not be spared.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. PoRraR,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fit(;h,

Commanding TJ. S. S. Moose and 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Order of Li&denant-Commander Greer, TJ. S. Navy, to Acting Volun-

teer Lieidenant Lan^ng, TJ. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Rattler,

for release of steamer Robert Emmet.
U. S. S. Benton,

Off Natchez, June 19, 1864.

Sir : You can release the Robert Emnnet, as I am sure we will not

be able to make a case against her with the evidence we now possess.

I am told she is going to Memphis.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James Laning,
Commanding TJ. S. S. Rattler.

102008°—N vv R—VOL 2(5—13 2G
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, to Acthig Volun-

teer Lieutenant Laning, U. 8. Navy, Commanding V. 8. 8. Rattler.

U. S. S. Benton,

Off Natchez, June 19, 1864-

Sm: You will proceed to Cairo by the New National and report

to Admiral Porter for further orders.

Place Mr. Glenney in charge of the Rattler.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greek,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. 8quadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James Laning,
Commanding TJ . 8. 8. Rattler.

Letter from. Brigadier-General Buford, U. 8. Army, to commanding

officer of gunboat, transmitting copy of instructions for cooperation

in protection of Federal stores at mouth of White River.

Headquaktees Disteict of Eastern Arkansas,
Helena, June 19, 1864..

Sir : Enclosed I send you a copy of my instructions of this date to

Captain .Hunter and request your cooperation. I think the traders

should ship to Memphis or Cairo all their stores except the necessary

supplies for small population on the island who are engaged in the

Government service. It is treason to supply the enemy. I desire

that you and Captain Hunter should advise them to follow the dic-

tates of patriotism and prudence.

Your obedient servant,

N. B. BuFORD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

CoMMANDijifG Officer or Gunboat,
Mouth of white River.

[Enclosure.]

Helena, June 19, 186^.

Sir: Your dispatch of the 18th is received. I this day tend you
seven days' rations for 50 men, to be issued to the negroes you have
employed in constructing your defenses. I commend you for your
decision in taking energetic measures. You will use all the resources

on the land to defend your post. You will compel the aid of every
man within your reach in case of an emergency. You will request
the commander of the gimboat to place himself in such position as to

render you aid and afford you a safe retreat on his boat in case you
are attacked with overwhelming force.

You and he will take such measures as to prevent the enemy from
capturing the provisions and clothing in the warehouses of the wood
contractors or the trade stores. If the emergency justifies it, you
will compel them to ship their articles on some of the steamboats and,
in the last extremity, destroy them. You will restrict the trade to

the narrowest limits. Captain Prichett wrote me that the surgeon of
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the Tyler -would give your command medicines and attendance. You
can apply also, with perfect assurance of assistance, to Captain
Phelps. I have written to General Canby this day of your situation,

and trust he will take steps for your relief. Write me and send me a
diagram of your position and that of the gunboats and the trade
stores.

Your obedient servant,

N. B. BuroKD,
Brigadier-General^ Commanding.

Captain J. R. C Hunter,
Twelfth Iowa Vols., Gomdg., Mouth of White River.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, V. S. Navy, transmitting
copy of key to Confederate cipher code.

U. S. S. Benton, off Natchez, June W, 1861^.

Sir: Enclosed I have the honor to forward a copy of the key to

cipher code used by the rebel General Kirby Smith's command. It

was brought in by a major who deserted and gave himself up.

General Canby has a copy, and I will send one to Captains Ram-
say and Foster.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. SguaJdron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Convmanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure—Cipher key.]

impersoni f lea t iona ly
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

abcde fgh i jk Imnopqrs t

13 21 12 22 4 10 23 24 1 25 26 19 2 8 7 3 27 5 6 14

18 9 '" 16
15
11

u V w X y z

28 29 30 31 20 32

I, me, mine o which 7' but am, is, are c-)
you, your, yours 1' what 8' to HI was, were -i-

of V
we, us, our, ours 2' there 9' for "\r be Q
he, him, his 3' the + from $ will ///,
they, them, theirs 4'

a

+fat U have, has

who, whom, whose 5' and ©• on v had =
that 6' not ijrit A with ^
millions ' 'thousands 3 hundreds (^

Some letters occurring more than once in the key word have more

than one number, either of which may be used ; it is best to use them

alternately.

The characters may be used or the words spelled.
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Where the word occurs often it is better to do both.

Double letters as ll-cc-pp-&c., are written, J9, 12, §.

Nuinerals as 32-20-1-2-3 are written 32-20-1-2-3.

If exceeding the largest number used in the alphabet, the number

is written without any dot, simply thus, 40. 80. 90. 60.

Millions, thousands, and hundreds are indicated by placing the

number before the characters.

When deemed expedient for greater security, each letter may be

numbered by the number of its fifth letter, thus a would take the

number or niunbers of e, and e the numbers of i and w, the number
of a—X, the number of -y, and c. When this is done it must be in-

dicated by placing (5) immediately before the word in which the

change begins and when the original order is resumed it will be in-

dicated by placing (1) immediately before the word,

Report of Lieutenant-Cominander Foster, V . S. Navy, regardAng the

location of vessels under Ms comrrKmd.

U. S. S. Lapatette, June W, 186k.

Sir: Since writing to you last, everything has been quiet in my
district, but from threatening appearances at present^ I have
withdrawji the Nymph, from below Baton Rouge, and now have all

my vessels between Morganza and Baton Rouge. As soon as the
OuacMta and Juliet arrive, I will be enabled to place two boats be-

tween Donaldsonville and Baton Rouge, and I have no doubt that
they will be able to do all required between those points, as there is

little danger to be apprehended there.

One of my boats, the Chickasaw, is now stationed in Captain
Ramsay's district on account of the disabling of the Bragg and an-
other of his vessels. This was done at his request.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. p. Foster,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 2d Dist. Mississippi Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porterj
Commxinding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant-Commi-ander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting
Master Rogers, U. S. Navy, for temporary detachment from the
U. S. S. Pittsburg.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June W, 1864.

Sir: You are temporarily detached from the Pittsburg and will
assume command of the U. S. S. Forest Rose.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Master G. W. Rogers,
Commanding V. S. S. Pittsburg.
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer^ V. S. Navy^ to commanding
officer of V. S. S. Forest Rose, regarding duty for that vessel.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June '20, 186^.

Sir : The neighborhood of St. Joseph being that which should be
most watched, you will be about there or Bruinsburg principally,
making a trip down to Waterproof occasionally.
Mr. Canada can not go north until the other pilot comes back.

Let me know when Mr. Canada comes back from New Orleans.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Commanding Officer, U. S. S. Forest Kose.

Letter from, the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Adnwrcd Porter, U. S.
Navy, transmitting report of chiefs of bureaus of Navy Depart-
mefit, regarding the establishment of an independent naval station

at Cairo, III.

Navy Department, June 20, 1864-.

Sir: The Department contemplating the establishment of a naval
station at pr near Cairo, 111., independent of the squadron employed
on the Western waters, referred the subject to the chiefs of the

Bureaus of Yards and Docks, Construction, Provisions and Cloth-
ing, and Equipment and Recruiting for their opinion, which is given
in their joint report of the 10th instant, copy of which is herewith
enclosed. Those officers report favorably on the project, and the
Department proposes to establish such a station on the 1st proximo.
It will be pleased to receive from you any suggestions or recom-
mendations with regard to the assignment of officers for duty there.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welj-J!S,

Secretar-y of the Navy.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commianding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Fitch, 11. S. Navy, enclosing Special Order No. 23, from
Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army.

Mound City, June 20, 186^.

Sir: I enclose herewith a copy of Special Field Orders No. 23,*

issued by Major-General W. T. Sherman.
You will understand its import and be governed accordingly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Eoy Fitch,
Commianding V . S. S. Moose and 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

* See p. 382.
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Order of Liewtenant-Corwmander Greer, V. 8. Navy, to commMnding
oijieer of the U. S. S. Rattler.

U. S. S. Benton.

Off Natchez, June 20, 'l86Jf.

Sir: Upon the arrival of the Pittsburg you will proceed to the

MouTid City and deliver the acompanying letter to Captain Lang-

thorne. When he is ready, bring him down to this place, stopping

at the Pittsburg and Forest Rose, to take on board the officers ordered

down. I wish you here by 7 a. m. on Wednesday next.

Very respectfully^ your obedient servant,

James A. Geeer,

Lieut. Comdr., Gomdg. Berdon and 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James Laning,
Gormnanding TJ . S. S. Rattler.

Letter from Lieutenant-Convmander Owen, V. 8. Navy, to Major-
General Ganby, TJ. 8. Army, giving information of Confederate

affairs obtained from 'paroled prisoners.

U. S. S. LOTJISVIIXE,

Off ShipwitNs Landing, June 2(1, 1861^.

General: I have the honor to send for your information the fol-

lowing, received from 17 paroled prisoners captured from the

Lebanon and Glara Ames (cotton boats) and sent to me by Captain
Baldwin, commanding U. S. S. Romeo: Burbridge is encamped 7
miles back and about 4 miles above the railroad which comes into

Eunice, with a very large force, having eighteen pieces of artillery,

two of which are 20-pounder Parrotts, the rest G and 12 pounder
pieces, mostly rifles. He has also 4 24:-pounder pieces on the way,
which will probably be in to-day (20th instant). They are now on
or near Bayou Clay, over which they are constructing bridges, in-

tending to attack us about Choctaw Island and foot of Cypress Bend.
Montgomery and Ross are said to be ready to cooperate on the Missis-

sippi shore with twelve pieces of artillery. Colonel Greene is with
Burbridge's command.

General Fagan had his headquarters at Monticello. He will prob-
ably be in to command the whole. Marmaduke was at Lake Vil-

lage with ten or twelve pieces of artillery. Marmaduke left Lake
Village Saturday (18th instant) and has moved north. Couriers
and pickets are constantly seen on the Arkansas bank. Burbridge
has a large number of horses, mules, wagons, etc., and others coming
in. Arms and ammunition said to be in abundance. Shelby has
gone to Missouri. Kirby Smith still at Shreveport. These men
state the enemy intend blockading the river as long as possible and
then all go to Missouri. General Taylor is said to be on his way to
join Marmaduke with quite a force. These paroled prisoners posi-

tively state the enemy intend trying to stop the navigation of the
river between Columbus and head of Cypress Bend. I feel sure the
information received from these men is reliable. If the enemy does
come to the bank of the river, as he threatens, a military cooperation
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will be necessary to clear the river of him. I have only been able
to hear that Marmaduke has about 1,000 men and Fagan 3,500.

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen.
Lieut. Commander, Gom,manding 6th Dist., Mississippi Sqiuidron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Corrvmanding Division of West Mississippi.

Report of Lieutenarbt-Com/mander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding ex-
pedition up the rii-er, June 20, carrying information- regarding the
movements of the enemy.

U. S. S. Louisviu^E,

Off Napoleon, Ark., June 23, 1864.

Sik: On the 19th instant, Acting Master Baldwin, commanding
the Romeo, communicated to me the intelligence that Marmaduke,
with his command and those of Burbridge, Greene, and Fagan, with
eighteen pieces of artillery from 6 to 20-pounders, were 7 miles back
of Eunice, in Arkansas, with the object, as he was informed, of
blockading the river. Captain Baldwin considered his intelligence

perfectly reliable, and, upon the strength of the report, I ordered
the Prairie Bird to Skipwith's, and on her arrival on the 20th, I

immediately got underway and stood up thp river. On arrival at

Columbia, I landed and gained the information from a good Union
and reliable man that the enemy were on their way up the river in

heavy force of infantry and artillery. I proceeded on up. On'
arriving at Gaines Landing I could discover nothing indicating the
presence of the enemy in that neighborhood. I proceeded on up to

Cypress Creek, where I communicated with a man well known in

this district for his Unionism, and he informed me that the enemy
had crossed, on the 20th, Cypress Creek and Bayou Bartholomew
with cavalry, infantry, and artillery, and were then marching on the

Monticello and Napoleon road toward the Arkansas River. I

stopped at Jersey Point, and saw a Mr. Williams and his son. His
son had been amongst the rebels the day before, and he positively

stated he counted forty-three pieces of artillery. The number of

troops he could not estimate. From what he could learn they were
going to Pine Bluff. At Island [No.] 76 I communicated with the

Marmora, who informed [me] that Colonel Montgomery, with three

pieces of artillery borrowed from Ross, was then in the neighbor-

hood of Bolivar, waiting for the river to fall to interrupt navigation.

I sent the Marmora to Cypress Bend and Gaines Landing, having

previously sent the Romeo to Columbia and vicinity. I left 76

this morning, and hearing the Tyler had gone up the Arkansas with

a convoy of vessels, I went at once to Napoleon and thence to White
River, for the double purpose of informing the naval and military

authorities of the movements of the enemy. I was glad to learn the

Tyler had gone up the White instead of the Arkansas River. I for-

warded, through Mr. Booby, in charge of the Lexington, a com-
munication to the nearest military commander; it passed, however,

first through the hands of Captain Bache, commanding the Tyler.
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I remained at White River about an hour, that Dr. Mixer might
prescribe for the many sick I have on board. Yesterday the Tenth
Missouri (rebel) attacked the station at White River and were re-

pulsed with a loss of 3 killed and 3 wounded. I am now going to

Niblett's plantation, opposite the head of Island [No.] 76, to see

about a rebel camp said to be there. The river being high, steamers
now use the short [cut], passing Island [No.] 76 to the west. At
low water the channel on the Mississippi shore has to be used. The
channel runs close to the bank and the enemy's old earthworks that

remain. I dispatched General Slocum the tenor of Captain Bald-
win's communication.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen.
Lieuteruint-Commander, Corwmanding Sixth District.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Convmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Beport of Lieutenant-Coinmander Mitchell, V. S. Navy, regarding
the capture at Osceola, Ark., of Paskil Rice.

U. S. S. Huntress,
Off Hicknoan, Ky., June 21, 186i.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that a few days since. Acting
Master Marshall, of the New Era, captured at Osceota a man named
Paskil Rice, said by the people there to be a notorious jayhawker.

I directed him to be held on board the New Era until the necessary
evidence could be gathered to convict him before sending him to
Cairo. The principal witness against him has gone away from the
place. The people at Osceola would like to try him, and say they
would shoot him if found guilty. Shall I have him turned over to
them? They executed two of them about a week ago, so they told
Captain Marshall, and, besides, I found an account of the shooting
of them in a letter put on board here to be mailed, and which I
opened.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Gonvmander, Commanding Eighth District.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commamling Mississippi Squadron,

Flagship Black Hawk, Mound City, III.

[Endorsement.]

Turn him over to the people of Osceola. Have him shot, and
ascertain to a certainty that it has been done.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Pattison, V. S. Nwoy, for information regarding means of supply-
ing contraband of war to the Confederates.

MoTJND City, June 21, 1861^.

Sir : You will, as soon as practicable, give me all the information
you have in relation to the manner the rebels have been heretofore
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supplied with contraband of war, who were the military com-
manders, and who the Treasury agents.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Adrmral.

Lieutenant-Commander Thomas Pattison,
Com/manding Naval Station, Memphis, Tenn.

Report of Liexdenant-Commander Phelps, V. S. Navy, regardhig
three cotton-trading steamers en route to Cairo for examination,
as prizes.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
Memphis, June 21, 1864.

Sir: Three cotton trading steamers en route to Cairo as prizes

are passing here now. Many of their people were very anxious to

get clear upon one pretext or another, but I have judged it best to

send the whole forward for examination by the district attorney,

and such as he considers necessary he can secure as witnesses by
rec[uiring bonds or otherwise. I am of opinion that Mr. Weldon
will require all his wits to get much out of the people, except from
the deck hands.
The revenue aids are claiming exemption on the ground of being

customs officers, but I regard them as of the worst offenders. One
or two of them act as clerks of the steamers as well as revenue aids.

At all events not a soul of these men who can be on such terms with
rebels shall leave the vessels till released by you or by the com-
mandant. I have no sympathy with any of them, and don't believe

a word they say or swear to.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant.

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, TJ. S. Navy,
Commanding /Mississippi Squadron.

P. S.—^Mr. Weldon's attention will be invited to the case of these

revenue aids. As, if there is evidence to condemn the vessels, why
should not these United States officers be liable to punishment for

treasonable intercourse with the enemy and dereliction of duty?
It is in evidence in the affidavits sent forward that the enemy had
been going on board these vessels from the 10th to the 15th, and I

think it will be shown that one of the revenue aids is an interested

party in the cotton.

S. L. Phelps.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, June 21, 186^.

We have sent or are loading six boats for Nashville under requisi-

tion. Is there sufficient convoy on the Cumberland ? Guerrillas are

said to be abundant.
Lewis B. Parsons,

Colonel and Chief Quartermaster.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Mound City.
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Report of Lieutenant-Gom/mander Greer, V. S. Navy, transmitting

correspondence regarding proposed expedition of steamer Jirazil

from Natchez, Miss., for restriction of trade.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June 21, 186k.

Sir: Enclosed I have the honor to forward copies of letters that

passed between Colonel Farrar, commanding the district of Natchez,
and myself; they explain themselves. In my letter the reference to

vessels lying at a military post refers to those which may be seized

by customhouse officers or by military authorities for violating local

rules.

My letter to C!olonel Farrar put a stop to the proposed expedition,

and I think he understands now our relative positions. I have sup-
plied him with a copy of General Order 209.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieut. Gomdr., Gomdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. SqvAidron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gommanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosures.]

Headquarters United States Forces,
Natchez, Miss., June 20, 186^.

Captain: The colonel commanding desires to inform you that he
proposes sending the steamer Brazil up the river at 10 o'clock this

p. m., with proper officers on board, for the purpose of overhauling
certain boats, and requests that you will favor him with a reply, stat-
ing whether the proposed arrangements will be infringing upon your
orders and regulations or meets your approval and concurrence.
By order of B. G. Farrar, Colonel, Commanding:

[David L.] Kinninmbnt,
Lieutenant and Acting Aid-de-Cannp.

Captain Jas. A. Greer,
Commanding U. S. S. Benton.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June 20, I864.

Colonel: Your communication of this date in regard to sending
the Brazil up the river to overhaul certain boats is received.
According to my instructions, I am willing to cooperate to the full-

est extent, but have respectfully to state that if there is anything
wrong about boats now in my district, viz, between this and Vicks-
burg, I Will, upon receiving tangible information, act against them,
but can not allow any other than a naval vessel so to act. The over-
hauling of boats not lying at a military post is a duty that appertains
solely to the Navy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. .a. Ctreft?
Lieut. Gomdr., Gomdg. Benton and 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Colonel B. G. Farrar,
Gommanding Post, Natchez.
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[Telegram.]

Headquarters,
Si. Louis, June 21, I864.

The presence of one gunboat near New Madrid would add so much
to its safety in case of a raid from Shelby, which the people of south-
ern Missouri seem to apprehend, that I beg to ask if possible that one
on the Cairo station may be sent to that point and vicinity.

W. S. ROSEORANS,
Major-Genercd.

Admiral Porter,
Mound City.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, June 22, 186i.

I will send a gunboat as soon as I can procure one.

David D. Porter,

Major-General W. S. Rosecrans,
St. Louis, Mo.

Rear-Admired.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign
Thomas, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Roib, transmitting
order for the U. S. S. Carondelet to proceed to New Madrid.

Mound Citt, June 22, 186^.

Sir: Proceed down the Mississippi until you find Lieutenant-

Commander Mitchell in the Carondelet and deliver him the accom-
panying letter. You may find him at Fort Pillow. After executing
this duty, return without delay to this place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Acting Ensign Llotd Thomas,
Commanding TJ. S. S. Rohh.

[Enclosure.]

Mound Citt, Juim 22, 1861^.

Sir: I send you a telegram referring to some trouble at New
Madrid. Proceed thither without delay and ascertain what the

difficulty is. Leave a gunboat there to guard the place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Adrtiiral.

Lieutenant-Commander John G. Mitchell,
Comdg. JJ. S. S. Carondelet and 8th Dist. Miss. Squadron.
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[Telegram.]

Mound City, June 22, 186^.

No diiBculty about convoy on the Cumberland River.

David D. Porter,
Rear-AdmiraZ.

Colonel Leavis B. Parsons,
Chief Quartermaster, St. Louis, Mo.

Letter from Rear-AdmiraZ Porter, U. S. Navy, to Charles Fames,
esq., accepting proposition to attend to prise matters for the Missis-

sippi Squadron.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 22, 186k-

Sir : I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your communication
in relation to prize matters and accept your proposition, but these

matters must be attended to at once, and you should proceed to

Springfield without delay. Draw up a power of attorney to attend

prize cases of this squadron, and I will approve it at once.

There is now cotton amounting to $2,250,000 before the court, all

of whidh would be condemned if properly looked after.

The trickery and corruption practiced is beyond conception. I,

soon after my arrival here, became aware of the grasping character
of the Treasury Department, which managed to have prize property
condemned as violation of Treasury law. All cases had lately been
libeled as prize to the Navy. The claims put in by the Treasury
are preposterous. I would like to know what would have become of
the cotton had I not seized it. It all actually belonged to the rebel
Government and would have gone through Texas to Europe or been
burned. The court at Springfield is admitting claimants to plead
when cotton is actually marked C. S. A. To save this large amount
to the Navy and the pension fund, prompt action is necessary.
About a million of dollars is still in the hands of the court, or of
the marshal, who makes no return of it. I have sent over 7,000 bales
to court, and not a cent has yet come into our hands, nor will it if
not properly attended to. I know cases where hundreds of bales
were sworn to by persons who never heard of it before it went to
court.

I could not, in a limited space, enter into the details of all the
roguery practiced, and it is necessary that I should see you and talk
with you on the subject. I shall leave here early in July for the
North, and if you could come here before I leave "it would "facilitate
matters very much.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,

^ _, ^ Rear-AdmAral.
C. JliAMES, Esq.,

Washington, D. C.
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer^ TJ. S. Navy, to Acting Master
Rogers, TJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Forest Hose, for the
arrest of steamer Idaho.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June 2^, 1864.

Sir : Arrest and send to me at this point the cotton steamer Idaho.
AVhen you seize her, take a list of the goods on board. Examine all
trading boats frequently for articles contraband, taking list of stock,
etc.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. C'omdr., Gomdg. Benton and 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Commanding Officer, U. S. S. Forest Eose.

Operations in White River, Arkansas, including skirmish at White
River Station, June 22, and capture of TJ. S. S. Queen City at
Clarendon June 24, followed hy engagement of TJ. S. steamers
Fawn, Tyler, and Naumheag with force under Brigadier-General
Shelby, C. S. Army.

BepoTt of Commander Townsend, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting report of Acting
Master Ferguson, TJ. S. Navy.

U. S. Ironclad Steamer Essex,
Memphis, Tenn., June 28, I864.

Admiral: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter

just received from Acting Master Ferguson, commanding the Silver
Cloud, in which he gives information of the probable capture of the

Qveen City, off Clarendon, on White River. It is the only account
of the affair I have received. Captain Phelps is below and probably
is doing whatever may be necessarj'.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Robert Townsend,
Commander, TJ. S. Navy.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

The boat is ju.st leaving, and I wish you to receive the news by
the first opportunity.

[ EnclosuTO. ]

U. S. S. Silver Cloud,

Off Helena, June 27, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have reliable information

that the gunboat Queen City was captured by the enemy on the

morning of Friday last, off Clarendon, on the White River. This

information I gained through a flag of truce which came into General

Buford's lines this afternoon. The officer in charge of the flag had
a proposal from the rebel general Shelby to exchange a naval officer

and some seamen for prisoners whom the general commanding this

post had captured lately. The rebels say the guns, ammunition, etc.,
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of the Queen City were taken ashore and the boat itself burned ; they

also report the officers and crew prisoners. Before this flag of truce

came in, a citizen who had arrived here from the neighborhood of

Clarendon, reported the capture of the Queen City and said that

Shelby (the rebel general) was going to put her guns in battery on
shore and blockade the river.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. Ferguson,
Acting Master, Gorrvmanding V. S. S. Silver Cloud.

Commander Toavnsend, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. S. Essex.

Report of Iileutenant-Commander Phelps, V. S. Navy, regarding movement of

transports out of White River.

U. S. Gtjnboat Hastings,
Commerce, Miss., June 20, 186J/..

Sir: At Devall's Bluff I learned that Shelby, with between 2,000

and 3,000 men and a battery of artillerj'^, had gone around General
Steele, crossing the Arkansas at Dardanelle, thence striking White
River north of Batesville, crossing it at that place, and Black River
above Jacksonport. He had marched down the east bank of White
River to withm 35 miles of Devall's Bluff, establishing himself at

Cotton Plant. This looks very much like a threat along White River
from Clarendon down. I found all quiet except a few of Shelby's
men had been in below Clarendon and had fired with musketry at

two or three transports. I had the Queen City, Naumkeag, and
Fawn between Clarendon and St. Charles, and when I found the
Lexington at the mouth of White River ordered the Tyler for service
about Clarendon, but to my astonishment nine transports came out
of White River on the evening of the 18th to go up the Arkansas,
which stream had risen considerably. Colonel Fenn had come with
this fleet of boats, charged with getting it to Little Rock and thence
to Fort Smith. He had dispatches from both places, representing
the river in good stage and rising. He was fortified with letters
from Generals Rosecrans and Steele, and was authorized to assume
large risks in the attempt to get the fleet through, and, finally, he had
an endorsement from you, directing me to give convoy if I regarded
the stage of water such as to make it prudent. I accordingly gave
the convoy, first stating that I thought the risk to the transports
very great and that beyond South Bend I would not send more than
one tinclad, which would have peremptory orders to turn immediately
back and hasten out of the river from Pine Bluff. The fleet left yes-
terday about noon, escorted by the Tyler, Fawn, and Naumkeag, all
under command of Lieutenant-Commander Bache, whose orders are
to proceed only as high with the Tyler as the stage of the river ren-
ders prudent, and in no event beyond South Bend, where he is to
turn back with her and the Naumkeag. From the mouth of the
Arkansas to South Bend (about 25 miles above the post) may be
esteemed as the dangerous part of the river for the fleet, and there
the road from Pine Bluff crosses the river. It is part of the pro-
gramme that a large cavalry force shall come down that road to meet
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the transports, and the distance b}' road from Pine Bluff may be 50
miles. Captain Bache will turn the fleet back if he learns in any
manner with certainty that the enemy has guns upon the river. The
transports will not be likely to get out of the river this summer, but
the gunboats incur little risk, although the Fawn will have three or
four days' time in the river, which is very tricky, and she may get
caught. I have tried to secure them all by the arrangements made,
and have felt that you would, provided there was almost a certainty
of sufficient water, not hesitate to incur other risks when the army
deemed the exigency great enough to take the chances with the
transports while admitting the danger.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Comnnander.

Kear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Blississippi Squadron.

Report of lieutenant-CommandeT Phelps, V. S. Navy, transmitting report of

commanding oficer of V. S. S. Lexington regarding skirmish at White River
Station, Tune 22.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
Helena, June ^^, ISdlf..

Sir: I enclose a communication from the commanding officer (pro

tem.) of the Lexington, in regard to an attack upon the camp at the
AVhite River Station. Later advices report reinforcements to the

enemy and probability of a renewed attack.

General Buford is now preparing a force, of which he will take
command, to take down to White River. Two hundred of the soldiers

go down on board this vessel. AVe will reach there by about mid-
night.

The reports I receive here conflict with those I received from an

officer of ours who reached Memphis, in regard to the failure of the

convoy to get up the Arkansas. General Buford informs me that

the report made to him was that it was the occupation of Arkansas
Post in force by the enemy which turned the fleet back, and I have
since questioned the officer and find that he did not altogether under-

stand Captain Bache, from whom I have not yet received a written

report.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Conn/manding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Lexington,

Off White River Station, June 22, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to report that an attack was made on this

place at 4:30 o'clock a. m. by the Tenth Missouri Regiment (rebel),

under command of Colonel R. R. Lawther.
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The garrison here had just completed the stockade on which they

were engaged when you left, and in it they fought bravely, though

their pickets had been surprised and the rebels were close upon them
before they were discovered.

The Lexington had steam up, and moved immediately out into the

stream and opened on them a rapid fire. The enemy was quickly

repulsed, and retired to the woods. We had no casualties, and of

the garrison 1 was killed and 4 wounded. One negro was killed, and
two families of the refugees carried off.

Two dead and 3 wounded rebels fell into our hands, but most of

their killed or wounded were dragged off the field.

The wounded, Federal and rebel, are being cared for on this ship.

Had there been another armed vessel here, I could have cut off their

retreat and captured the whole command, but I did not deem it

prudent to leave this point with the Lexington.
Enclosed please find report of Acting Gunner L. Frederic of

amount of ammunition expended.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Henry Booby,
Acting Ensign, Convmanding. r

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,
Gomm-anding Sixth District, Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy, to Major-Oeneral Steele, TI. S. Army,
referring to skirmish at White River Station, June 22.

U. S. S. Tyler, June H, ^SGIf.

My Dear General: The boat which I sent up White River has
returned, having met with no force of the enemy. From information
gathered, it appears Shelbv is mostly engaged in conscripting. He
has some force at Cotton Plant, and their headquarters is on Straight
Lake. I have requested Colonel Mizner to send down a detail, in com-
pany with a gunboat, to cut down the trees within 10 or 12 feet of the
bank in the Oxbone [Ox-Bows], on this river. It is supposed that the
enemy, when the river gets lower, intends attacking boats there.
He proposes cutting trees nearly in two, putting a charge of powder
in the cut, and exploding it, so as to fell the trees as the boats pass,
and to catch or smash them. The story seems plausible, and this is

the most advantageous place on this fiver for a purpose of that kind.
White River Station, where some 50 soldiers are stationed, was at-
tacked by a regiment of rebels yesterday morning. They were soon
driven off by the Lexington and the garrison, carrying off, however,
most of their killed and wounded; we got, however, 2 killed and 3
wounded. Please excuse this hurried letter, as I am about starting.
AVe shall start up the Arkansas to-morrow morning.

Very truly, yours,

Geo. M. Bache, Lieutenant.

Major-General F. Steele,
Commanding Department of Arkansas,
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Report of Brigadier-General Buford, IT. S. Army, regarding skirmish at White
Biver Station, June 22.

Headquarters District of Eastern Arkansas,
Helena., Ark., Juris 27, 186^.

General: On the 22d instant the little garrison of 50 men, com-
manded by Captain J. E. C. Hunter, of the Twelfth Iowa Infantry,
at the mouth of White Eiver, was attacked by the enemy, 300 strong,
about daybreak, who had crossed the Arkansas River in small boats
in the night, and, after an action of thirty minutes, was handsomely
repulsed, with a loss to us of 1 killed and 4 wounded. The enemy's
loss was about 30 killed and wounded; 5 of the latter, 1 an officer,

falling into our hands. The little garrison was slightly intrenched
in a hastily erected stockade. The gunboat Lexington was the only
one present. She opened fire on the enemy in the woods after the
repulse. Our force was too small to pursue, and as there was but
one gunboat the orders of her commander forbade her leaving the

station and preventing the enemy retreating across the Arkansas
Eiver. Captain Hunter and his little garrison deserve the highest
credit. As soon as I was informed of the above facts, Captain S. L.

Phelps, U. S. Navy, being at Helena at the time, and with his as-

sistance, I embarked 800 troops on my two ferryboats and his gun-
boat Hastings and proceeded to the mouth of White River and
ascended White River to the Cutoff, hoping the enemy had not left

the island; 'thence to the Arkansas River and up it 10 miles, where
I ascertained the attacking force was commanded by Colonel Law-
ther. Tenth Missouri Cavalry, C. S. Army, and they had crossed

back on the 22d. My information led me to believe that General

Marmaduke's force was between me and the Post of Arkansas, and
that I was not strong enough to successfully attack him if I could

find him. Captain Phelps objected to going farther up the river,

as the banks of the river were such that the enemy, if in force equal

to ours, could readily get out of our way, or attack us exposed in our

crowded small boats. I returned to the mouth of White River and
issued the enclosed order,* which strikes at the root of the evil. This

order is simply enforcing principles to which I have before called

your attention.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

N. B. BuroRD,
B'rigadier- General, Commanding.

Major-Genera 1 F. Steele,
Commanding Department of Arkansas.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, TT. S. Navy, announcing the capture of V. S. S.

Queen City, at Clarendon, Ark., June 24.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, July 3, 186i.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have heard indirectly

that the tinclad steamer Queen City was destroyed up the White

River by a rebel battery which opened on her at daylight [June 24].

* See p. 402.
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I have not yet heard the circumstances connected with the capture,

but think the report of the loss is true.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-AdmAral.

Hon. GmEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, V. S. Navy, regarding the capture of
TJ. S. S. Queen City, at Clarendon, Ark., June 24.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
Mouth of White River, June 27, 1864..

Sir: I have information which appears to be reliable that the
Queen City was captured by the enemy at Clarendon, Ark., on Friday
morning, the 24th instant. Most of the officers and men are said to
have effected their escape by swimming to the opposite side of the
river. The enemy, under cover of night, planted artillery on the
bank abreast of her, and it could not have been more than 80 yards
distant, and at break of day opened on the vessel, which was dis-

abled at the first fire in such a manner as not to make much resistance.
It is further reported that the rebels got three cannon off from

her, with ammunition, when some of our gunboats, having heard
the firing, came down from Devall's Bluff and forced the enemy to
burn her. I will report as soon as I have official information.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Bear-Admiral Porter.

Report of Acting Assistant Surgeon Westfall, TT. S. Navy, regarding the capture
of the tJ. S. S. Queen City.

U. S. S. Tyler, June 2^, 186^.
Sir: The U. S. S. Queen City, lying at anchor off Clarendon, was

attacked this morning between 3 and 4 o'clock by General Shelby,
with two regiments of cavalry and four pieces of artillery. We
were taken by surprise, no intimation of their approach being given
until the firing commenced.
At the first or second round the starboard engine was disabled by

a shell, and the effectiveness of the port one much injured by a
piece of the same passing through the steam pipe.

After fighting fifteen or twenty minutes, the boat being com-
pletely riddled with shell and rifle balls. Captain Hickev decided to
surrender her, telling the officers and men they could ch6ose between
being prisoners or jumping into the water to escape. The rebels
alter robbing us of all our money and carrying ashore the wearing
apparel removed all the small arms, most of the ammunition, tli-pounder howitzer, and the paymaster's stores, and then set fire
to the boat. They intended to take the 24-pounders and one 32-
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pounder to make a batteiy on shore, but fearing other gunboats
would come before they could accomplish it, the project was
abandoned.

Killed.—George Davis, seaman.
Wounded.—Acting Master M. Hickey, leg; Acting Assistant Sur-

geon L. Westfall, shoulder; Acting Ensign Fred [M.] Hathaway,
hip; Acting Master's Mate E. N. Wild, neck, side, and leg; Michael
Kyan, fracture of skull, with hernia cerebri; Charles Blair, scalp;
Charles Hunter, arm; Walter Scott, leg; George Saunderson, leg.

Prisoners.—Acting Master M. Hickey, Acting Assistant Pay-
master C. S. Sims, Acting Master's Mates E. N. Wild and Joseph
[W.] Pardee, Pilot Henry Partee, and about 20 seamen and
contrabands.
One white man and 1 negro were drowned. All the rest of the

officers and men escaped to the opposite shore.

I did not hear General Shelby say what disposition would be
made of the contrabands, but one of his officers said he supposed
they would be treated as are the rest they had captured, kill them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Lewis Westfall,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. S. Queen City.

Lieutenant Geo. M. Bache, U. S. Navy,
Commanding tl. S. S. Tyler.

[Enclosure.]

Oncers and crew of the Queen City picked up hy the U. 8. S. Tyler.

Lewis Westfall, acting assistant surgeon, wounded; F. M. Hath-
away, acting ensign and executive officer, wounded ; Irvin Fox, acting

first assistant engineer ; G. W. Shallenberger, acting second assistant

engineer; William P. Eakle, acting master's mate; William W. Poor,
paymaster's steward ; George A. Williams, surgeon's steward.

Crew.—John Carey, boatswain's mate; Charles Bowers, carpen-

ter's mate ; Wilbur F. Nevins, quarter gunner ; James Smith, quarter

gunner; S. Hilderbrand, first-class fireman; William Davis, second-

class fireman; John Barber, officer's cook; Joseph Roberts, Henry
F. Hazzel, Robert Smith, Charles Blair, Walter Scott, George Saun-
derson, seamen; T. Mooney, ordinary seaman; William F. Smith,

first-class boy.
Colored.—Robert Booker, seaman; Robert Payne, ordinary sea-

man; Henry Roberts, John W. Smith, Fred Buckingham, Edw.
Boler, Haden. Johnson, A. Thompson, T. Gazter, landsmen.

letter from Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, TJ. S. Navy, to Major-General Canby,

r. S. Army, regarding the capture of the V. S. S. Queen City, and referring to

the evident purpose of the enemy.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,

Oif mouth of White River, June 28, 186^.

General: From information deemed reliable I learned that Shelby

attacked our gunboat at Clarendon on Friday morning, the 24th,

capturing and burning her, and that firing from gunboats coming
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down from Devall's Bluff was heard on that and the two succeeding

days. No communication of any kind has been had north of Devall's

Bluff since that time. Marmaduke, it is believed, occupies Red Fork

Landing, on the Arkansas, having with him a very considerable

force and a numerous park of artillery. It is supposed he designs

cutting General Steele's communications by occupying the bluffs

on the west side of the Wliite River. There are three of the light

gunboats at Devall's Bluff, and the fact that none have come through,

and no transport as well, leads me to suppose that the blockade of

the river has thus far been maintained against our forces.

I am, general, very respectfully, etc.,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieut. Commander., Gomdg. Distnct Mississippi Sqxiadron.

Major-General Canby, U. S. Army,
Commanding Division of West Mississippi.

letter from Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, V. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General

Buford, TJ. S. Army, referring to the capture and burning of the TJ. S. S. Queen
City.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
Mouth of White River, June 28., 1864.

Genekal: I wrote to you a very hasty line last night to send up
by the A^ew Missouri. My informant in regard to the affair at

Clarendon states that on Friday rebel pickets occupied his premises;

that the soldiers stated that early daylight they fired upon the Queen
City at close quarters, disabling her; that while taking off' her guns,

of which they had removed three, with some ammunition, the gun-
boats from Devall's Bluff came down and forced them to burn the
Queen City. My informant heard the firing at daylight; also when
the gunboats came down from above; also much of that day; and
considerable firing occurred on Saturday and Sunday.
There are three of the light gunboats at the Bluff now. Not one of

them has been below Clarendon since the 24th, when the Queen City
was captured.

I buried a sailor found floating in the river. Put these facts to-

gether and the case looks bad, especially when we remember Marma-
duke's movements, and I have considered it my duty to present the
case to you as I see it, believing that thus far the enemy has held
good the blockade of the river. There is but one other supposition,

which is, that he has made so much of a demonstration against
Devall's Bluff that the gunboats are absolutely required for its de-

fense. I turned back after learning this much, in order to stop
transports entering the river and to get the Lexington up. As soon
as the Silver Cloud (No. 28) gets here, I will proceed up to the Bluff,

unless I meet with more than I can manage by the way. Two trans-
ports are detained here, of course, and until I get positive informa-
tion none will be permitted to pass us.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Licute'}iant-Commander.

Brigadier-General N. B. Bufoed,
Commanding District of Helena.
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Report of lieutenant-Commander Breese, 11. S. Navy, transmitting the finding of
the court of enquiry.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., September 6, 1864.

Sir : I enclose herewith a copy of the finding of the court of en-
quiry, convened by your order on the 8th day" of August^ 1864, td
investigate the loss of the U. S. S. Queen City. The proceedings are
rather voluminous and will follow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Lieutenant-Commander, V. S. Navy.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Corrvmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Finding of the court of enquiry convened to investigate the loss of the U. S. 8.

Queen City.

The court, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, is of
opinion that Acting Master Michael Hickey, in himself, did all that
could be done in defense of his vessel; that he had taken the usual
precautions to guard against surprise and for defense, but that he
was not supported by the executive ofEcerj Acting Ensign F. M.
Hathaway, and officers of divisions. Acting Ensign J. S. Roberts and
Acting Master's Mate J. W. Pardee.
Had Acting Master Hickey been properly sustained by his officers,

the result of the engagement would have been the same, but the Navy
would not have suffered so much in credit.

From the evidence before it the court deems that Acting Ensigns
Hathaway and Roberts did much, by their gross misconduct, to

cause a surrender without any damage having been previously in-

flicted on the enemy.
The court further finds that General Order No. 84 was not carried

out, but that the orders of Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps, com-
manding the district, ordering the Queen City to guard the town of

Clarendon, were strictly followed, and that at the time of the attack

the vessel was lying at the best anchorage for the defense of that

place and for self-defense.

K. R. Breese,

Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy, and President Court.

J. M. Alden,
Acting Ensign, Judge-Advocate.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, July 4, 1864:

Bache attacked the rebel batteries on White River with three gun-

boats. Killed and wounded a great many, with small loss to us.

Caused destruction of the Queen City, we securing her guns, and

drove off the rebels in splendid style, capturing one gun, ammunition,

etc. Dispatches go by mail to you.
A. M. PenNOCK,

Fleet Captain, etc.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Spencer House,
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Report of lieutenant-Commander Phelps, V. S. Navy, transmitting reports re-

garding engagements of V. S. steamers Fawn, Tyler, and Naumkeag with force

under Brigadier-General Shelby, C. S. Army, at Clarendon, June 24 and 25.

U. S. S. Hastings,

Of Mouth White River, July 1, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith the reports of Lieu-

tenant Commander G. M. Bache and others of the operations of the

Tyler, Fawn, Naumkeag, and Queen City since the 20th ultimo, in

the Arkansas and White rivers.

You will observe that our observation in regard to the movements
of Marmaduke's force on the Arkansas was much more accurate than
was supposed by those having charge of transportation in this de-

partment, and that the fleet of transports which left here on the

19th ultimo for Little Rock under convoy, was necessarily turned
back by Captain Bache, who found the enemy occupying Red Fork
Landing.
This fleet he convoyed to Devall's Bluff, and on the 24th again

started down White River with the intention of once more attempt-
ing to ascend the Arkansas River, having been induced to do so by
General Steele, who was incredulous as to the existence of a rebel

force on that stream.

When on the way down, and before reaching Clarendon, 30 miles
below Devall's Bluff', he learned of the capture of the Queen City
by Shelby's force at that place. The transports were sent back to

the Bluff, and Captain Bache, with the three gimboats, proceeded
at once to attack and drive the enemy from his capture and from the
river, which he accomplished in the most gallant style, after a sharp
engagement, in which the enemy lost heavily. I refer you to the
reports for the particulars, but invite your especial attention to the
excellent judgment and cool bravery which secured this handsome
result with those vulnerable craft by placing them where shells with
one-fourth and one-half second fuzes told with fearful effect.

I also desire to commend to your notice Acting Master John
Rogers, commanding NaumJeeag, who is a seaman, has been a good
while in service, and particularly attracted the attention of Captain
Bache in the fight. It is proper to add that he has uniformly per-
formed his duty with zeal and efficiency.

It is probable that you may deem a court of enquiry necessary to
investigate the circumstances attending the loss of the Queen City.
Two of her officers (wounded) will go to Cairo with orders to report
to you. The statement of one of them is among the enclosed papers.
The Tyler met with an accident, which temporarily disabled her,

but I have all the carpenters on the vessels here at work on her, and
she will be ready for service in three or four days.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenan t-Commaiider.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Poeter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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[Enclosure]

U. S. S. Tyler,

0-ff Clarendon, Ark., June 28, I864..

Sir: I communicated personally with General Steele on the 23d
instant. He desired very much to get the transports up the Arkansas
Kiver, not believing, as I did, that the enemy were on the river in

force; he, however, left everything to me. Not wishing that the
army should think us backward in cooperation, I determined to shove
them there as far as the gunboats could go and let them trust to luck
afterwards. The fleet of nine transports, accordingly, left Devall's

Bluff at daylight on the 24th instant, accompanied by the Tyler,

Naumkeag, and Fawn. When within about 10 miles of Clarendon
we picked up some men on the west bank of the river beloriging to

the Queen City, who stated that that vessel had been captured by the

enemy, Shelby, at 4 a. m. that morning. I immediately turned back
the transports for the last time, and will now dismiss them altogether

by referring you to the enclosed copy of a letter I have received

to-day from Lieutenant-Commander Owen, which confirms the infor-

mation I had previously received, and on which I acted in turning
back the fleet on the 21st instant.

At 9 o'clock we received our first information of the capture of the

Queen City, just five hours after it occurred. I knew the enemy had
not had much time to get anything out of her, but thought they

might attempt to fight her in cooperation with the shore batteries.

"VVben within a few miles of Clarendon, however, we heard two
successive reports, which proved subsequently to have been the

unfortunate Queen City blowing up. Shelby, hearing us coming,

had destroyed her.

At 9 : 45, the boats being in the following order, viz, Tyler, Naum-
heag, and Fawn, and when abreast of Cache River, the enemy opened

on this vessel, putting one of his first shots through the pilot house.

We could only reply occasionally with a bow Parrott until nearly

abreast, when, steaming slowly past, we gave them broadside after

broadside of one-half second shrapnel and canister. Having passed,

the Tyler rounded to, followed by the Naumheag, and steamed up

at them again (the Fawn's pilot had been mortally wounded and

her bell arrangements carried away, which prevented her from

participating again). I am told that the rebels now exclaimed in

despair, " There comes that black devil again !
" They had thought

we intended merely running the blockade. After getting abreast

of them, head upstream (as I intended continuing the fight), their

fire was not so brisk as before, and I soon had the pleasure of seeing

them skedaddling from the field, abandoning in their flight nearly

everything they had captured within 300 yards of the bank.

The enemy had six guns of their own, lO-pounder rifles, 12-pounder

smoothbores, and, I think, one 6-pounder. Besides these they used

on us a 12-pounder Dahlgren howitzer, mounted on a field carriage,

which they had taken from the Queen City and which we recap-

tured. The guns were in different positions, making four batteries,

and, except the howitzers, entirely masked.

The howitzer was about 100 feet from the bank, and was hred

only a few times before every one was driven from it. The vessels

by my order used nothing during the fight but one-half and one-
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quarter second shrapnel and canister from their smoothbore guns;

shells were afterwards used in dislodging the enemy from some

houses and the adjacent woods. Our fire was terrifx; the trees on

shore for the space of a mile are marked by our projectiles, and that

low down. "V^Tien an enemy abandons a light gun which he has

just captured, and which two men could haul away, he must have

been badly used.

The whole affair lasted only forty-five minutes. This vessel was

hulled 11 times, doing no damage, however, beyond wounding 6 men
and carrying away a worthless " coffee mill " gun. The boiler case-

mates stopped a 12-pounder ball. The iron about the FawTi's boilers

also stopped a shot. The enemy's ammunition was defective, but few
of their shells exploding. Besides the howitzer, the following articles

were recaptured, viz

:

Five boxes 12-pounder shrapnel, 2 boxes 12-pounder shell, 2 boxes

12-pounder canister, 2 boxes 24-pounder shell, 3 boxes 24-pounder

shrapnel, 1 box 24-pounder canister, 5 32-pounder shell (fuzed), 2

32-pounder sponges and 1 rammer, 1 24-pounder sponge and rammer,
3 boarding pikes, 2 boats, and 1 anchor with about 30 fathoms of

chain.

The enemy also abandoned some of their wounded prisoners, who
made their way to us. I burned a large grist and saw mill, which
afforded shelter to the enemy, and a pair of timber trucks, which
might have been useful in transporting heavy pieces of artillery.

The Tyler has the following men wounded, viz

:

M. Leonard, boatswain's mate, head and hand ; J. Dillon, seaman,
contused wound of leg; J. O'Brien, captain after guard, contused
wound of shoulder; F. Gerard, quartermaster, flesh wound of thigh;
G. Lochbaum, seaman, contused wound of leg; J. Campbell, cook,
flesh wound of thigh.

Enclosed all the reports of Captains Grace and Rogers, by whom
1 was well supported.

Captain Rogers I would especially mention for the beautiful way
he handled his vessel and his coolness in action. I was very much
pleased with the behavior of Acting Ensign [Charles] Ackley and
Acting Master's Mate [W. H. C] Michael, of this ship.

I also enclose a letter * from the doctor of the Queen City in

regard to the loss of that vessel, and also a list of the men whom we
have picked up, and what disposition I have made of them.
The wreck of the Queen City lies about a mile below the town in

2 fathoms water. She was most completely burned and blown up,
and her casemates have tumbled in on the guns, which we are now
endeavoring to raise ; they are all there except one 24-pounder how-
itzer. The water here is falling rapidly, and the enemy threatening
to come in on the bluff about St. Charles.
We want at least six gunboats to keep the river open; the force I

have at present is not sufficient.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. M. Bache,
Lieutenant, Corwmanding.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,
Commanding Seventh District, Mississippi SqiMdron.

* See p. 418.
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[Subonclosures,]

U. S. Gunboat Naumkeag,
Oif Clarendon, Ark., June 27, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with your
order, we got underway from Devall's Bluff on the morning of June
24 at 4:20 a. m., in company with U. S. gunboats Tyler and Fawn
and a fleet of nine transports, bound for the Arkansas River. We
proceeded down the river about 30 miles, when we met the Fawn and
the headmost transport returning, with the intelligence that Claren-
don was occupied by a rebel force of 2,700 men and a battery of four
or five guns, under command of General Shelby, and that the gun-
boat Queen City had been captured.

I immediately stopped until you came up for orders, when the
transports returned and we proceeded to Clarendon in line of battle,

the Tyler taking the lead, Naumkeag the center, and Fawn the rear.

At 9 a. m. the enemy opened fire upon the fleet which was returned
by us from our bow guns as soon as they would bear upon them. We
followed the Tyler past the battery, giving them our broadside as Ave

passed. After passing we rounded to, head upstream, shelling the

enemy from our bow and broadside guns until they were driven from
their covers. Under the protection of the Tyler's guns we ran into

the bank, and recaptured a 12-pounder brass howitzer formerly be-

longing to the Queen City; we also recaptured five of her crew, two
badly wounded, also her cutter and four oars. In this engagement
we were struck several times, one 10-pound Parrott passing through
the paymaster and executive officer's room, one 12-pound shrapnel ex-

ploding in the engineer's room; our cutter also had two 10-pound
Parrotts through her, damaging her badly, also cabin cut up with
muskets.
The concussion of the guns has caused the vessels to leak badly;

the eyebolts through the casemates are broken (that the loop pin of

the howitzers pass through), in fact the whole casemate is too flimsy,

the gun platforms are rotten. Our casualties are Acting Master's

Mate John Dunlap, shot in the abdomen, who died of the wound
next day. He was a good officer and respected by all that knew him

;

he was on the sick list when the fight commenced, but he insisted

upon taking command of his division.

During the afternoon we patrolled up and down for a mile or two
and were fired upon by muskets from the woods, which we returned

with one-half-second shrapnel. At night we anchored above the

mouth of Cache River.

On Saturday morning, June 25, this vessel and the Fawn got

underway at 10 a. m. and ran down to Clarendon. Saw the enemy
again in considerable force throwing up breastworks; commenced
shelling them then and continued to do so until we drove them out of

range of our guns. I forgot to state that Mr. Dunlap and the

wounded and others of the Queen City, were put on board of the

Tyler, to be sent to the hospital at Devall's Bluff.

I have also saved the anchor and chain and buoy of the Queen City.

I can not close this report without bearing testimony to the zeal

and good conduct of both officers and men, for which I return them
my thanks.
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All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,

John Eggers,

Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Fleet, White River, Ark.

U. S. S. Fawn,

Off Columbia, Ark., June 27, I864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 24th of

June, while on my way down White River I met the transport Ptke,

which reported the capture of the U. S. S. Queen City at 4 o'clock

a. m. by the rebels under command of General Shelby, who was re-

ported as still occupying the place with 2,700 men and six pieces of

artillery. ,^.,..
I received on board from the Pike Acting Master's Mate William

[P.] Eakle, Paymaster's Steward William Poor, and First Class Boy
William Smith, also the following named contrabands : James Rider,

Frank Brown, John Fletcher, Henry Sims, and Willis Willester, and

in the afternoon I picked up opposite Clarendon John Stepney, all

of whom escaped from the captured vessel.

After receiving the news from the Pike, I waited until the U. S.

steamers Tyler and Naumkeag came down, when I communicated to

you the 'intelligence. Then, by your orders, I took my position, fol-

lowing the Naumkeag, the Tyler taking the lead, and proceeded down
the river to engage the battery.

After coming within range of the enemy's guns, a heavy fire was
opened upon me by artillery and infantry, which I returned with my
bow and broadside guns, and continued the fire until they were
driven off.

In the early part of the engagement a 12-pounder shrapnel entered

the port shutter of the pilot house, mortally wounding the only pilot

on board (Thomas A. Barnett) and carrying away the bell wires and
ringing tlie bells, thereby causing the engineers to stop the boat
directly under the battery.

The paymaster then took the wheel, and after some delay I had the
bells fixed and the boat again underway.
A second shell entered the pilot house, tearing up the floor and

throwing splinters in every direction. One came across the hurricane
deck, striking the hog-chain brace ; another passed forward between
the chimneys, tearing the deck and destroying a harness cask which
was standing there filled with water.
Three shells entered the casemate on the port side, disabling the

crews of two guns. A shrapnel entered the hull midships, ranging
to the starboard, and then, passing forward, exploded under the
forecastle deck. Two shells entered the stem, one passing through
the blacksmith's forge and bursting back of the throttle valve, the
other exploding over the starboard engine. One shell burst on the
outside over the starboard crank, cutting in two the main hog chain
and brace.

The following is the list of casualties

:
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* Thomas A. Barnett, first-class pilot, mortally ;
* George Brock-

hagen, quartermaster, severely; * John Broabeck, ordinary seaman,
severely ;

* H. M. Young, seaman, severely ;
* Selden Robinson, lands-

man, severely; *Benj. F. Beale, landsman, mortally; John Crofford,

landsman, slightly; * Virgil Jackson, ordinary seaman, slightly;

George La Valley, landsman, slightly ; Ed. D. O'Bryon, acting mas-
ter's mate, slightly ; J. H. Harris, surgeon in charge, slightly.

During the engagement the following ammunition was expended

:

16 24-pound shell, 55 24-pound shrapnel, 32 24-pound canister, 10

12-pounder Hotchkiss shell, 11 12-pounder hollow shot; making a

total of 124 rounds.
I can not close this without bearing testimony of the general

good conduct of both officers and men, who zealously performed
their duties during the entire engagement.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John R. Grace,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant George M. Bache, U. S. Navy,
GommandAng Squadron.

U. S. S. Fawn,
Off Clarendon, Ark., June 27, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 25th

of June at 10 : 30 a. m., being above Clarendon, I started down the

river in company with the U. S. S. Naumheag. On rounding the

point I saw that the rebels at Clarendon had been throwing up rifle

pits or breastworks. On arriving within easy range I opened on

them, as did the Naumkeag, which soon drove them out of their

works.
The following ammunition was expended, viz : 23 24-pound shell,

15 24-pound shrapnel, 6 12-pound hollow shot.

Casualties, none.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John R. Grace,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant G. M. Bache,
Commanding Sqnadroji.

U S. S. Tyler

Off Clarendon, .hine 28, 1861

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that having driven Shelby

from Clarendon beyond the range of our gung, I left the two light-

drafts, to prevent any further demonstrations by the enemy, and

proceeded myself at once to Devall's Bluff.

I then put myself in communication with General Steele, requesting

him to send a force to capture the guerrillas.

The next day at 2 p. m. a large iorce left the Bluff under Brigadier-

General Carr in transports, convoyed by the Tyler. An accident

* Placed aboard the Tyler and sent to the U. S. Militai-y Hospital at Devall's

Bluff.
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hapijening to the Tyler that evening, we did not reach Clarendon
until 9 a. m. on the next morning, when the troops landed at the

town without opposition. Our troops commenced skirmishing in

the woods, steadily driving the enemy before them on the Cotton
Plant road. On the morning of the 25th the light-drafts discovered

the enemy had thrown up a couple of breastworks during the night.

They were quickly shelled out.

General Carr returned in person this evening, and reports that he

pursued Shelby, who has 2,500 men, to Bayou De View [de Vue],
;50 miles from this point, where he gave up the chase. He found our
24-pounder howitzer abandoned in the woods about 7 miles from here,

also a disabled piece of the enemy very near here, and disabled and
captured another piece himself, leaving Shelby now but four guns.
The piece found near here must have been disabled by the gunboats.

General Carr also captured 60 wounded rebels. His force will

leave again for the Bluff on the 30th, as the enemy is now threatening
Little Eock, and General Steele will require all his force. While
lying here we have succeeded in raising from the Queen City two
32-pounder Parrotts and one 32-pounder. This has Ijeen done with a
great deal of labor.

The remaining guns have fallen into her so as to preclude the pos-
sibility of raising them until the water falls more.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gko. M. Bache,
Lieutenant^ Com/tnanding.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,
Commanding Seventh District Miisissippi Squadion.

General report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding opera-
tions in the White and Arkansas rivers, making reference to the capture of
the tl. S. S. Queen City.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
Mouth of White River, June '27, 186^.

SiE : General Buford and myself having found that the rebels had
left the island, went upon a reconnoissance some 40 miles up the
Arkansas. A force variously estimated at from 600 to 1,500 ran from
the point at the head of the Cut-off. We learned that Marmaduke
was at the Eed Fork Landing, with his force materially increased
since he was about Columbia. Not having a force approximating
to an equality, we turned back. I doubt not that the rebels are
crossing there for the purpose of interrupting General Steele's com-
munications. I might have stopped his operations for one day, but
the falling water would have driven me out the next. We returned
at night. Yesterday morning I proceeded up White River, and ar-
rived this afternoon to within 15 miles of Clarendon, where a man
known to me came to the river bank and told me that the Queen City
had been captured at Clarendon last Friday, and that the gunboats
had come down from Devall's Bluff and forced the rebels to fire
the vessel, but not till they had taken three guns from her. Can-
nonading had been heard every day since; that is, nearly all day
Friday, on Saturday^ and a few reports at intervals on Sunday.



NAVAL FOECES ON WESTERN WATEKS. 429

Captain Bache has with him still the Tyler, Fawn, and Naumkeag.
Meeting with none of those vessels made me fear that a blockade
had been established and made good. After passing up a few miles, I
concluded to turn back and communicate with you, procure more
force, and return up river. This is the fourth day since the capture
of the gunboat ; no effort had been made apparently to send informa-
tion and stop the transports, daily running. Captain Bache had no
reason to expect any gunboat would enter White Kiver at present.

Marmaduke undoubtedly has a force across the Arkansas and will

soon be at the bluffs, St. Charles, or Crockett's. These vessels are

so easily disabled that I felt no assurance that I could get back if I

once ran under fire of cannon, and finally, a fine road follows the

river bank all the way from Clarendon down to Cascoe, with a fringe

of dense foilage between it and the river, behind which innumerable
guns might be concealed from view of a passing steamer. I there-

fore concluded it best not to risk getting above a battery till I had
at least another boat with me to make the chance tolerably good that

one or other would get through. I shall order the Silver Cloud to

this point and take the Lexington with me up White River, when
every vessel I have^ except the Exchange, repairing, will be in White
River, and it is a force wholly inadequate. Shelby had added three

of the Queen City''s guns, no doubt the two 30-pounder rifles and a

32 to his pieces, and Marmaduke has 30 field pieces with him, with

a series of bluffs extending along the river 80 miles, which he can

occiipy. Steele, I apprehend, has not force enough to hold Little

Rock and send men enough to compete with those fellows on the

river. Shelby, on the east side, has 2,500 men, and Marmaduke has

8,000 at present, as reported in a pretty reliable shape. Suppose he

has 300j twice the number would not catch him. General Price is

on the move to attack Little Rock with a reported force of 18,000.

Under the circumstances I consider it essential that I should have a

couple of ironclads for a time, and I would suggest that the draft of

the Neosho renders her a very fit vessel for the service, as the river

must be very low when she can not run. At present there i? at least

a 2-fathom stage in the river. Could you not send a tinclad from

Cairo for Captain Mitchell's present use and have the Carondelet

sent to me for a short period ? This thing will not last long. Either

Steele must abandon Little Rock or shortly open the river for trans-

ports if it should be blocked up.

I am stopping all transports, of course. Shall leave here as soon

as I can get dispatches off and get the Silver Glowl here.

I am, respectfuHv, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Gonvmander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Poeter,
ComrtMnding Mississippi Squadron.

letter from Major-General Steele, TJ. S. Army, to lieutenant Bache, V. S. Navy,

desiring to forward dispatches to Major-General Canby, TJ. S. Army.

LiTTi.E Rock, June 23, 1861

Dear Captain : It is reported that the rebels are advancing upon

us in front with 15,000 men, etc. Price is at Rockport and expects to
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form a junction with Fagan this side of the Saline. I wish to send

dispatches to General Canby. Please advise me as to the best way of

doing so. General Cooper is reported moving toward Dardanelle

with 5,000 from the Indian Nation. These fellows intend to scare

us at least.

Yours, truly, Fredk. Steele,
Major-Genercd.

Commander Bache, U. S. Navy.

letter from Major-General Steele, TT. S. Army, to Lieutenant Bache, TJ. S. Navy,

regarding proposed expedition against Brigadier-General Shelby, C. S. Army.

Little Rock, June £4i iS64-

Captain : A force sufficient to dispose of Shelby has been ordered

out under General Carr. A scouting party has also been ordered

down this side of White EiA-er, as you suggested. It is not prac-

ticable, probably, to send a force on the north side of the river, and
it is therefore proposed to send a principal part of the command by
steamer. I would suggest that at least one gunboat accompany the

expedition, so that in case of necessity an express be sent back to

Devall's Bluff in spite of the rebels who may post themselves on the

bank to prevent it.

Vary truly, yours, Fredk. Steele,
Major-General.

Commander Bache, U. S. Navy.
DevaWs Bluff.

Report of Brigadier-General Buford, IT. S. Army, making reference to the capture
of the TJ. S. S. ttueen City and skirmish at White River Station.

Headquarters District of Eastern Arkansas,
Helena^ Ark., June 29, 186Jf.

Sir : General Shelby, C. S. Army, is in force at Clarendon, 51 miles
from here, on the east side of White Eiver.

On the 24th instant he captured the gunboat No. 26 {Queen City),
commanded by Captain Hickey, and after removing her nine guns
and all her ammunition and stores, destroyed her. He is now forti-

fying Clarendon and has successfully blockaded White Eiver and cut
General Steele's line of communication, both by land and water.
Colonel A. S. Dobbin, commanding a cavalry brigade, various^ esti-

mated at from 1,000 to 2,000 men, is west oi Big Creek, a deep and
narrow stream, 18 miles from here, on the Clarendon road. He has
20 seamen, captured from the Queen City, whom he offered to ex-
change with me. Shelby's force is estimated at from 2,500 to 3,000
men. All the country is hostile. The conscription will take every
able-bodied man in the district. I have but 289 cavalry for the field.

I have no light artillery. I have two guns without caissons, manned
by black troops. On the 22d instant, the enemy, 300 strong, attacked
my little garrison of 50 men, commanded by Captain Joseph E. C.
Hunter, of the Twelfth Iowa Volunteers, in a stockade at the mouth
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of White River. He killed and wounded 30 of their men, taking 5

of their wounded prisoners, and gallantly repulsed the attack with a

loss of 1 killed and 4 wounded. On this information and that Marma-
duke's force was near by, on the south side of the Arkansas River, I
took a force of 800 men and, in cooperation with Captain S. L.
Phelps, U. S. Navy, with one gunboat, proceeded to the mouth of

White River and up the Arkansas 30 miles, where we learned that

Marmaduke, with 16 pieces of artillery and a considerable force, esti-

mated at 6,000, was within 10 miles of us, on Red Fork Bayou. Not
being in force sufficient to attack him we returned. I have applied

to General C. C. Washburn, commanding at Memphis, for reinforce-

ments of 1,000 good infantry, one regiment of cavalry, and one bat-

tery of light artillery. My messenger has just returned with his

answer. He has no light artillery (which is for me indispensable),

no cavalry, but offers me one regiment of 100-days' men if I need
them.

I have sent all the information I have to General Canby, but fear

he has gone to New Orleans, and, perhaps, to communicate with

Admiral Farragut near Mobile. My dispatches can not go forward

to General Steele. I therefore judge best to communicate all of the

above facts to you. Captain Phelps, U. S. Navy, passed up to-day to

obtain an ironclad to reopen White River, and I have no doubt he will

communicate most of the above facts to the Navy Department in

advance of this letter.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

N. B. Btjfokd,

Brigadier-Geiieral, Commanding.
Hon. E. M. Stantox,

Secretary of War.

Report of Brigadier-General Shelby, C. S. Army, regarding the capture of the

V. S. S. ftueen City, at Clarendon, June 24.

Hdqrs. Confed. Forces of Northern Arkansas,
June 24, 1864.

Colonel: Since my last communication, under date of 13th instant,

nothing of particular interest has transpired until to-day.

On the 19th I moved from my camp on White River, 7 miles below

Augusta, and crossed Cache River by 10 o'clock next day. After

lying in my camp near that stream until 1 o'clock on the morning of

the 20th, I moved as rapidly as the nature of the roads would permit

in the direction of Clarendon. I arrived within 2 miles of that place

yesterday about 2 p. m. Here I ascertained that there was a gunboat

stationed at Clarendon, guarding the river from that point up to

Devall's Bluff. I succeeded in keeping my movements concealed

from the enemy, and about 12 o'clock last night moved my brigade

into town and took position on the bank of the river a distance of

about 200 vards from the boat. I remained quietly in this position

until 4 o'clock this morning, when I commenced the attack. The

boat stationed at this point was the Queen City (gunboat No. 26)

mounting nine guns and manned by a crew of 65 men. She was clad

with iron IJ inches in thickness. After a sharp cannonade of about

20 minutes' duration I was gratified by the sight of a white flag. I
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ordered them to bring her ashore, which was immediately done with

our assistance, as she was so disabled that she could not obey the

order without aid from us. Her armament was as follows : Four 32-

pounders, four 24:-pounders, and one 12-pounder. We removed one

24-pounder and one 12-pounder, when we scuttled and burned her.

In a short time three more gunboats made their appearance, which

we immediately engaged. Two of them succeeded in passing, while

the other remained above our battery, and thus subjected us to a

cross fire, which was very harassing. After an engagement of an

hour and a half, I withdrew my forces to my former camp, some

2 miles from town. After my withdrawal from the river the enemy,

with their usual spirit of vandalism, took revenge for the loss of

their boat by burning all the public and private buildings in Claren-

don which were not protected by my sharpshooters. I purpose

moving into town to-mght and throwing up temporary earthworks.

By doing so, I can hold this point some eight or ten days longer and
seriously annoy them in the navigation of this river. I shall keep
you well advised of my movements.

Eecruiting goes on very well. I do not think I overstep the mark
when I say that by July 10 I shall have 4,000 men in camp. They
will, however, be poorly and sparsely armed. General Adams writes

me from Mississippi County that he has procured 1,000 stands of arms
and 100,000 cartridges, which will be ready for issue by July 1.

Should he succeed in getting them across the Mississippi River and
issue th^m to these unarmed men, I can soon arm the remainder. It

has been raining steadily for the last three weeks, and the whole
country is flooded with water and altogether in a worse condition
than on our expedition to Helena last June. Forage there is none,
and subsistence very scarce indeed. I send you the latest papers by
Lieutenant-Colonel Elliot.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jo. O. Shelby, C. S. A.,

Brigadier- General, Cominnnding.

Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. Belton,
Asst. Adjtitant- General, District of Arkansas.

Report of Brigadier-General Shelby, C. S. Army, regarding capture of TT. S. S.

ftueen City and engagement with Federal gunboats at Clarendon, June 24
and 25.

Hdqrs. CoNiTED. Forces of Northern Ark.,
June 29, I864.

General: On the 19th instant I took up the line of march for
Clarendon and proceeded as rapidly as the nature of the roads
would permit until I arrived within 2 miles of that point. Here I
learned that the U. S. S. Queen City (gunboat No. £6) was stationed
there, protecting transports in the navigation of White River to De-
vall's Bluff. I immediately threw out my pickets and remained
there until midnight of the 23d instant, when I moved my whole
command into town and took position on the river bank about 100
yards from the boat. About 4 a. m. on the 24th I opened fire on her
and notified her commander of my approach and intentions. After a
sharp engagement of about twenty minutes she struck her colors and
surrendered with all on board. She was clad with iron IJ inches
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thick, and was manned by a crew of 65 men. Her armament was as
follows: Four 32, four 24, and one 12-pounder. I removed one 24
and one 12-pounder, besides some 50 stands of small arms, a large
amount of ammunition and commissary supplies, then scuttled and
burned her. In a short time three more gunboats made their ap-
pearance, which we immediately engaged. After a fierce cannonade
of an hour and a half two of them succeeded in passing below our
battery, while the other remained above, thus subjecting us to a cross
fire, which was very harassing. Finding that I could do them no
more damage, I withdraw my command a distance of about 2 miles.
Desultory firing continued all day between the gunboats and my
sharpshooters. The Tyler, the most formidable boat in the White
Kiver fleet, was so much injured that she was compelled to return
to Devall's Bluff that night, and another (the No. 30) was towed off

by her comrade (the No. 36), being unable to get off without assist-

ance. Early the next morning they sent down a force of cavalry,
infantry, and artillery, numbering about 4,000 men. I engaged them
at once and succeeded in punishing them severely ; but finding they
were too strong for me, I withdrew my forces and took up the line

of march for this point. They followed us, occasionally attacking
my rear guard, until we reached a place known as the Munn farm,
4 miles from Johnson's bridge, on Bayou de Vue. Here I awaited
their attack, which was soon made, and I succeeded in checking them.
They fell back and allowed me to quietly cross the bayou. My horses
are in a jaded condition, and I am now in camp at De Gray's, resting
and recruiting my stock.

Veiy respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jo. O. Shelby,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Acting Brigadier-General Adams,
Commanding Northern Suhdlstrict of Arkansas.

Additional report of Brigadier-General Shelby, C. S. Army, regarding results of

the engagement at Clarendon.

Hdqrs. Confed. Forces of Northern Ark.,
June 30, 1864..

Colonel :

if: ifi iii ii: ^ ^ ii

In the engagement with the three gunboats (the Tyler, No. 36, and
the No. 30) the Tyler had to go back for repairs and the No. 30 was
so disabled that the No. 36 towed her to Devall's Bluff, and the No.
36 had 18 holes through her. In fighting the gunboats our battery

and infantry were on open ground and not 60 yards from the boats,

and the skirmishers charged up to the river bank, keeping up a

merciless fusilade.

Very respectfully, Jo. O. Shelby,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. Belton,
Assistant Adjvtant-General, District of Arkansas.

102008°—N w R—VOL 26—13 28
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, U. 8. Navy, transmitting

copy of proposed order to transports regarding landings.

U. S. S. HUNTKESS,

Off New Madrid, June £3, 186^.

Sir: I herewith enclose copies of two of General Washburn's
special permits. As I have learned the principal points in the dis-

trict where such landings are objectionable, I shall issue the follow-

ing order to transports, subject to your approval. (If I could get

them printed it would be convenient, as they would have to be fur-

nished to all transports passing through.)

u. s. s ,

Date
Many of the transports on the river are furnished with a military permit " to

land for wood at any place the captain may think safe." While I remain in
command of the naval district from Memphis to Columbus, I will myself decide
what points are safe and proper and will instruct the commanding officers of
the gunboats in the different beats to permit boats to land at these points and
these only. Any known infringement of this order will subject the boat to
seizure.

John G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding 8th District.

There are three boats carrying this military permit who are
reported as making improper use of it. They take passengers who
have permits to land at Cairo, and put them off at intermediate
points, such as Brown's, Hale's Point, Tiptonville, and others. If
you could spare me two tugs for a month to use to place boats around
in suspected points I feel quite certain of catching them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comm.a.nding 8th District.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding .Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ph-elps, U. S. Navy, speaking in
commendation of Pilot Maitland.

Private.] U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
Memphis, June 23, 1864.

Sir: I have been most agreeably surprised to find Maitland, the
pilot who so bravely towed the Jtdiet out of fire on the 26th April,
and again on the 27th attempted as a volunteer to carry the Cham-
pion No. 5 by the batteries, coming up river on his way to Cairo in
one of our towboats. He intends to apply for leave of absence. I
made a special report in his case, and hope that his advancement
to first-class pilot from the time the Juliet entered Eed River is ready
to be given him. A braver fellow never went into action. He can
tell you many things about the expedition.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter^ U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Mitchell, V. S. Navy, for the shooting of PasMl Rice, at
Osceola, Ark.

Mound City, June ^, 1864.

Sir: Your communication of the 21st instant in relation to a
notorious jayhawker named Paskil Rice, recently captured by Acting
Master Marshall, of the New Ei'a, has been received.

Turn him over to the people of Osceola, have him shot, and ascer-

tain to a certainty that it has been done.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander John G. Mitchell,
Commanding V. S. S. Huntress and 8th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Order of Lieutenant Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master Glenney,
U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Rattler, designating cruising

ground for restriction of illegal traffic.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, June 2Jf, 1864.

Sir : After you take Captain Langthorne to his vessel, proceed to

cruise in the.vicinity of Bruinsbur^, St. Joseph, and Rodney, devot-

ing yourself to the breaking up of the crossing places. Keep a good
lookout on cotton boats.

Do not remain more than a few hours at any one point; keep
moving.
When you need coal go to Grand Gulf for it and ask of the com-

mander of the Pittsiurg to assist you with men.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Master D. AV. Glenney,
Comnnanding V. S. S. Rattler.

Order of Lieutenant-Comw,ander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting

Master Rogers, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Forest Rose, to

cruise near Waterm'oof, La.
U. S. S. Benton,

Off Natchez, Jwie 24, 1864.

Sir: Upon your return to your vessel you will cruise after the

arrival of the Rattler in the neighborhood of Waterproof, looking

out for the foot of Rodney Bend to the lines above Natchez. Watch
very closely the cotton boats, and let me know all that you meet.

When you need coal, come to Natchez for it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron,

Acting Master G. W. Rogers,
Commanding U. S. S. Forest Rose,
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[Telegram.]

June 24, 1864.

The rebels are assembling at Clinton, [Ky.], in considerable num-

bers. I do not know their object; probably to make a raid.

Respectfully, etc.,

David D. Portee,
Rear-Admiral.

Brigadier-General Henry Prince,
Commanding Post at C'ohimhus, Ky.

[Telegram.]

New Orleans, June £4, 186^.

In some operations that are about to be undertaken tAvo or three

light-draft monitors would be very useful in the shallow water in

Mississippi Sound, but as this is within Admiral Farragut's_ com-

mand I did not thinlt it proper to make any suggestion in relation to

it without his concurrence. Commodore Palmer informs me that the

admiral would be glad to have them if you can spare them. It is

the opinion of the commodore that monitors like the Winnebago and

Chickasaw can be sent into the sound or into Mobile Bay Avithout

danger. Can you spare them, and.if you can, will you give the neces-

sary orders ? They should be sent as soon as possible.

Ed. E. S. Canby,
iUajor-Geiwral.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron^i Mound City.

Letter from, agent for plantations., Natchez, to Rear-Admiral Porter,

V. S. Navy, regarding the policy of the authorities regarding the

lessees of plantations and delivery of supplies to them.

Office Assistant Special Agent, Treasury Department,
For Leasing Plantations,

Natchez, Miss., June 2^, IS64.

Admiral: By the courtesy of Captain Greer, commanding gun-
boat Benton, 1 have a copy of your General Order No. 209.

My purj^ose in addressing you is not to question the soundness of
the principle on which the order is based, to the spirit and object of
which I cordially assent, but to invite your attention to one of the
consequences resulting from it, which, no doubt, escaped your atten-

tion when the order was published.
As assistant special agent of the Treasury Department for planta-

tions in the district of Natchez, I have leased 142 plantations. The
larger proportion of the lessees are Northern men, who are not only
invited by the Government to come down and line the banks of the
Mississippi with a loyal population, but tempted thereto by publica-
tions in all the Northern papers and by statements of public lec-

turers employed by the Government, holding out promises of large
piofits to be secured by the cultivation of cotton and sugar planta-
tions.
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Thirty-three plantations have reported to me 3,771 laborers em-
ployed by them. Allowing a proportionate number for those who
have not yet reported, there are, besides the families of the leasees,

in my district over 16,000 persons who are dependent on this office

and the honor and good faith of the Government for the necessaries

of life.

Except a few in the immediate neighborhood of this city, these peo-
ple are compelled to transport their supplies by the Mississippi River,
and if that is closed against them must desert their plantations or
starve.

Whether the policy of the Government in leasing plantations be
wise or unwise, not having been submitted to me, it would not become
me as a subordinate officer of the Government to express an opinion
on the subject. My duty requires me to accept that policy as estab-

lished by competent authority and to obey the instructions given to

me in accordance with it.

My lessees have just barely escaped from the capricious despotism
of General Tuttle, of infamous notoriety (in the appropriate Turkish
anathema, " May his fathers eat dirt "), with their lives. I may say
also that the Government just as narrowly escaped the necessity of
feeding the sixteen to twenty thousand laborers who, if Tuttle's power
had continued a few weeks longer, would have been turned loose

upon the Government for support.
The military argument on this question has been that if supplies

are granted* to the lessees they may, by capture or raids, pass to the
public enemy.
The obvious answer is that when the Government determined to

lease plantations in insurrectionary districts it accepted the risks at-

tending it, just as our armies or navy, when they oflFer battle to the

enemy, accept the hazards of defeat.

I will only say further that, in compliance with military orders

and the instructions of the department, supply permits are carefully

scrutinized and reduced to the lowest possible limit, after which they

have to run the gantlet of military approval.
I am sure, admiral, I need not argue this question to you beyond

this brief statement.

I respectfully request a supplementary order from you authorizing

the landing of necessary plantation supplies for the use of the lessees

within the limits of my district.

I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

William Burnet,
Asst. Special Agent for Plantations, District of Natchez.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Squadron of the Mississipjii.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Quartermaster

Parsons, U. S. Army, transmitting information slwwing the impos-
.

sihility of convoying transports up the Arkansas River.

Mississippi Squadron, Fiagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June £5, 1864.

Sir: I enclose herewith a letter received from Lieutenant-Com-

mander Phelps. It would be ahnost impossible to go up the Arkansas
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River at this season of the year with your transports on account of

the many shoals and bars existing in that stream, rendering navigation

out of the question.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,

Colonel L. B. Parsons,
Si. Louis, Mo.

Bear-Admiral.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
Memphis, June 3£, 186^.

Sir: It is reported to me that the fleet of vessels Avhich I reported

to you as having left White River Station to go up the Arkansas

had returned. Captain Bache having become alarmed by the rapid

fall of water in that river.

He has now gone up White River to Devall's Bluff with the Tyler.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-ComnMnder.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admired Porter, U. S.

Navy, regarding the U. S. steamers Winnebago and Chickasaw.

Navy Department, June 25, 1861^.

Sir : The Department has received your No. 155. Send the Win-
nebago and Chickasaw to New Orleans, with orders to report by let-

ter from that point to Rear-Admiral Farragut. I have advised
Rear-Admiral Farragut that this would be done, and have fur-

nished him with a copy of your dispatch respecting these vessels.

Very respectfully,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, 111.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Ramsay^ U. S. Navy, to obstruct the mouth of Red River
to restrict the movement of torpedo boats said to be fitting out at
Shreveport, La.

Mound City, June 25, 186%
Sir: The rebels are fitting out at Shreveport four torpedo boats.

Th^ will be ready m two months.
You will at once prepare a chain to extend across the mouth of

Red River on floats, and so fitted that it can be opened to permit
vessels to go in and out. By keeping the chain constantly on the
stretch and a small gunboat lying close to it at the mouth of the
river guarding it, no torpedo boats can get out.
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Obtain all the information you can about this and do not be caught
napping.
Do not forget that Old River is also open at times.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAvro D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay,
Commanding \U. S. S.^ Choctaw and 3d Dist Miss. Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, JJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Mitchell, V. S. Navy, for the restriction of smuggling.

Mound Citt, June 25, 186^.

Sir : You wiU have to recognize the permits of General Washburn
for landing for wood, but if you catch the vessels trading seize them.
Make yourself acquainted with all these woodpiles, and when

there is any proof of smuggling break them up.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lientenant-Commander John G. Mitcheijj,
Convmandmg V. S. S. Carondelet and 8th Dist, Miss. Squadron.

Letter from, Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to the senior naval
officer at New Orleans, regarding the restriction of smuggling.

Mound Citt, June 26, 186^..

Sir : The commander of the first district will permit the landing of
plantation supplies from Donaldsonville to New Orleans, that portion

of the river being considered free from guerrillas; but every effort

must be made to prevent any supplies going to the rebels through
that route, and the plantations will be visted frequently and minute
enquiries made in relation to what is landed.

Very respectfully,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Adnfbiral.

Senior Naval Officer, New Orleans.

[Sent also to Mr. G. W. Cozzens, superintendent of Government
plantations. New Orleans.]

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, V. S. Navy, announcing the

completion of one of the vessels u.nder construction at Bridge-

port, Ala.
U. S. S. Moose,

Ohio River, June 26, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that one of the boats at Bridge-

port, Ala., is about complete, and the others would have been as

nearly ready had it not been for the great delay in getting lumber.

It has, however, arrived at Louisville, and General Allen assures me
that it will be sent through at once. This is now the only cause of

delay. It was not our part of the work, but belonged to the Army,
and was contracted for at Chicago, 111., hence the delay.
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One of the boats has her plating now on, and should have been

ready for service yesterday; the others will be pushed on as fast as

^TanTnow gathering up the different bills contracted by my order,

so that the quartermaster can invoice the boats to us m proper form.

I informed you in a previous report that I found the Army get-

ting along so slowly that I was obliged to take hold and contract

for the plating, outfits, and the like. x +v, -,.

I will receipt for the boats as soon as the quartermasters get their

invoices made out, but this will not detain the boats from going into

commission and active service.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Rot Fitch,

Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Govimandin^ Mississippi Squadron, Mound C%ty, 111.

Letter from. Major-General Canhy, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral

Porter, TJ. S. Navy, acknowledging suggestions for cooperation in

the interests of navigation and restriction of illegal traffic in the

Mississippi River.

HJEADQTJARTERS MILITARY DiV. OF WeST MiSS.,

New Orleans, June 26, 1861)..

Admiral: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your

communication of the 9th instant.* Several of the suggestions made
by you have already been met, and the others soon will be. A force

will be sent to Skipwith's Landing as soon as I can spare an engineer

officer to superintend the works to be constructed there. One is now
on the way out, and will be assigned to this duty as soon as he
arrives. The protection of the leased plantations was a part of the

understood policy of the Government, which I could not change
without authority. That authority has now been received, and will

at once be acted on.

I will assign a general officer of rank to the special duty of seeing

that the provisions of Special Order No. 6 are carried out, and will

give such instructions in relation to the duties of military com-
manders that there shall be no conflict in the enforcement of the

blockade. General instructions have also been prepared defining the
duties of military commanders in relation to the boats on the river,

which it is hoped will prevent supplies from reaching the rebels.

I am very much obliged for the suggestions, and will always be
happy to hear from you upon any subject, and especially upon those
which relate to our common duties. I have directed copies of all

general orders to be sent to you, and will send to the commanders
of naval districts such as will give them information that may be
useful.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canbtc,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, IT. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. Mississippi Squadron.

* See p. 376.
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Report of Lieuterumt-Commicmder Fitch, U. S. Namy, regarding
measures for the restriction of Confederate operations on Ohio arid

Cumherland rivers.

U. S. S. Moose,
Evansville, Ind., June 26, 1864..

Sir: I have just returned from the vicinity of Owensboro and
jibove. I find, the guerrillas very thick everywhere along the river,

from Louisville down, and also up the Cumberland. It keeps me on
the go constantly, with all the boats, to keep the banks clear and pro-
tect steamers, but I apprehend no serious trouble or accident to

steamers so long as the water remains at this stage.

The guerrillas are also very annoying about Maysville, Ky., above
Cincinnati, but I have two boats there looking out for them.

I have now a trap laid which, I think, will catch some of them.
I have about 150 cavalry opposite Uniontown, Ky., which force will

act in concert with me to pick up the roving bands in detail, but it is

not strong enough to attack the regular encampment; they tried it

the other day, back of Uniontown, but got the worst of it, as there

were about five rebels to one. I am going down to Uniontown and
Caseyville this evening, and hope to be able to accomplish some-
thing.

I will return here in a few days, and if things are in a proper
condition for me to leave, will go on over to Bridgeport, Ala.

I have now extended the order restricting trade from Louisville

down.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-

mander Foster, U. S. Navy, to assume temporary charge of the

First District.

Mound Crry, June 26, 1864.

Sir : Until Captain Townsend takes charge again, you will super-

intend his district.

General Order No. 209 does not apply strictly to the district from

Donaldsonville to New Orleans, that being free of guerrillas, and

plantation supplies are allowed under proper restrictions.

Exercise good discretion in this matter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. P. Foster,

Commanding First and Third Districts.



442 NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-

ma-nder Owen, V. S. Navy, regarding the TJ. S. S. Prairie Bird.

Mound City, June 27, 1864.

Sir : I have received a communication from the commanding officer

of the U. S. S. Prairie Bird stating that that vessel is in much want
of repairs.

When you can spare her from your district, send her to Cairo to be

repaired.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen,
Commanding Sixth District.

Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy, regarding the turning hack

of the fleet in Arkansas River.

Devall's Bluff, June 27, 1864.

Sir : In obedience to your orders I turned back the Arkansas River
fleet, after having learned that the enemy under Marmaduke were
in force on the river.

The rjver also fell 1 inch during the night ; we were at anchor, with
9 feet on the bars.

Respectfully, etc.,

Geo. M. Bache,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,
Commainding Seventh District, Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, V. S. Navy, transmitting
report regarding the capture of six Confederate soldiers.

U. S. S. Choctaw,
Of Mouth of Red River, June 27, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith the report of Acting
Master Charles Thatcher, commanding U. S. S. Gazelle, of the
capture of 6 rebel soldiers.

I have ordered Acting Master Thatcher to turn them over to the
provost-marshal at Morganza as prisoners of war.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Frank M. RAmsay,
Lieutenant-Commaixder. Commanding 3d and 4th Districts.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Corrvmanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Gazelle, June 27, 1864.
Sir : I have the honor to report that last evening, at about 9 o'clock,

my picket boat succeeded in intercepting and capturing a skiff con-
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taining 6 persons, with their luggage. Their names are as follows:
Thomas Knights, corporal, Twenty-sixth Louisiana Volunteer In-
fantry, C. S. A. ; William Knights, corporalj Twenty-sixth Louisiana
Volunteer Infantry; E. T. McLaughlin, private, Twenty-sixth Vol-
unteer Infantry; William Beard, private. Company H, Second
Arizona Volunteer Cavalry; Alfred E. Stansbury, orderly sergeant,

Twenty-sixth Louisiana Volunteer Infantry; and H. R. Eppler,
orderly sergeant, Seventeenth Arkansas Mounted Infantry. They
claim to be paroled prisoners, leaving New Orleans by permission of

Major Porter, but had neither passports from him nor any papers
showing that to be the true case. They say they traveled up from
New Orleans by land, on foot, and accidentally run across the skiff

last evening concealed in the woods and covered up with bushes.

There is no doubt but that the skiff belongs to Curry, the ferryman
of whom you spoke, as it is recognized by a negro who has had ample
opportunity to know it. They had no arms nor papers of consequence

excepting three letters forwarded through them to parties on the

west side of the river. The letters appear to be from private sources.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Charles Thatcher,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. Ramsay,
Commanding Third District, Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admired Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-

mander Greer, TJ. S. Navy, regarding landing of supplies at planta-

tions leased by the Government.

Mound City, June £7, 186^.

Sir: Your communication of June 21, in relation to landing sup-

plies at Government plantations, has been received. You can grant

supplies to such as you think proper, but have the plantations

watched and frequently visited, and have enquiries made in relation

to what is landed.
Every effort must be made to prevent any supplies going to the

rebels.

Verj' respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admirai.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. A. Greer,
Commanding Fifth District.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, for the arrest

of Lieutenant Beale of Confederate secret service, with his party.

General Order, 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,

No 226 I
Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 27, 186^.

The following information has been received in cipher for the

information of officers of the Army and Navy, and they are directed

to arrest the parties wherever they can be found.
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Officers of the Navy are directed, in accordance with previous

general orders, to show no quarter to parties of this kind.

David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

New OKLEiNS, June 19, 1864.

Lieutenant T. F. Beale, of rebel secret service—made a "eutenant for burning

the steamer Sunnyside, near Memphis—proposes to leave Shreveport about this

flate with 10 picked assistants to burn and destroy storehouses boats, etc at

Louisville, Cincinnati, and St. Louis, possibly also at Memphis and Cairo This

party will be in squads of two or three at each place. They correspond by mail

in cioliGr.

Lieutenant T. F. Beale was formerly a lawyer at Shreveport, La. He is about

5 feet 6 or 7 Inches high, light built, slender, slim faced, freckled, light-brown

hair, light mustache; has been cut so as to leave scars, probably on left side

and near top of head, above and a little behind the ear ; also at the junction ot

nose and forehead ; also on inside of left hand, near the thumb ;
he spits a good

deal while conversing. All will be in citizen's clothes. Sometimes they wear

P'^*"''-
ED. K. S. Ca«by,

Major-Oeneral.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, urging the need of more
regular officers for h'ls eoTnmand.

ft

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 28, 1861t.

Sir: I beg leave to address you in relation to the regular naval

officers of this squadron, who are gradually being removed without

others being supplied to fill their places.

There are but 14 naval officers in command of vessels, the ensigns

lately promoted being employed on board the flagship and learning

the duties to fit them for future command.
I have heard incidentally that the officer in charge of detail re-

marked " that I had too many regular naval officers out here," and
that it was the intention to remove Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay,
one of my best officers. I don't know what confidence there is to be
placed in the report, but as Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay is in

charge of a district where it requires the utmost watchfulness, and is

familiar with all the movements in and about that section, it would
seriously hamper me if I should lose his services at this or at any
other time. There is no part of the country that requires such unceas-
ing watchfulness as this, and on the Navy devolves the entire care
of guarding this important river and preventing a most active enemy
from capturing posts, crossing from one side of the river to the other,

and destroying steamers.

The Army literally do nothing, and if the small posts were with-
drawn from the river we would have less trouble.

I find that, as a general rule, little or no confidence is to be placed
in volunteer officers. They either lack judgment as commanders or
are tempted to neglect their trusts. Valuable vessels (iron monitors)
are placed in the hands of men who know nothing of the principle of
gunnery and are entirely ignorant of rules of discipline, and it is only
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by the unceasing attentions of the regular naval officer over the vessels
in his district that the duty is carried on to my satisfaction.

I gave Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith permission to ask a
leave of forty-five days.

This officer joined me out here after having gone through a severe
illness, and after having sustained a domestic calamity which seriously
affected and partly impaired his mental faculties. This he partially
recovered from, though from the close attention to the duties 1

assigned him he recovered slowly. On the death of Lieutenant
Couthouy I ordered him to the Chillicothe, where, laboring night and
day with indomitable energy, he showed such symptoms of breaking
down in mind and body that I granted him a leave with permission
to have it extended.
He made no complaint of illness and was willing and anxious to

perform any duty assigned to him, but I thought the life of a
valuable and brave officer of too much consequence not to be looked
after by his commander and recommended him to go off for a short
time, hoping that the change would benefit him.

I make this explanation, having given an officer who had been
with me nearly three years a longer leave than usual.

I trust the Department will consider the importance of this squad-
ron, which would be useless without a sufficient number of regular

naval officers in command, of which evidence would soon be shown
if a different set of men were in charge of districts.

While tfiis the largest squadron has but 14 regular naval officers

in command, the Gulf Squadron has 45, Rear-Admiral Dahlgren 46,

and Acting Rear-Admiral Lee 17. I mention this to show that an
unusual amount has not been sent to this squadron, and beg leave

to mention the circumstances.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Letter from Mnjor-General C'o.nhy, V. S. Army, to Lieutetiant-Com-

mander Prichett, U. S. Navy, requesting that comrrmnication with

Major-General Steele in White River ie facilitated.

Hdqrs. Mil. Dtv. of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., June 28, 1864.

Captain: Lieutenant Melville, aid-de-camp, has been ordered to

proceed to Little Rock, Ark., for the purpose of conmiunicating with

Major-General Steele. Will you. do me the favor to facilitate his

passing up White River to Devall's in any way that you can con-

veniently ?

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,

Ed. R. S. Canbt,
Major-Gen£ral, Commanding.

Captain Prichett, U. S. Navy,
Mouth of White River,



446 NAVAL FOECES ON WESTERN WATEES.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports

regarding illegal traffic.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 29, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to forward you a number of reports * which

will show you how trade with the rebels is carried on.

I propose from time to time, as I can obtain them, to send the

Department reports of all the transactions of this nature that may
come to my notice, so that when wanted the information may be

readily found.
I respectfully request that these reports may be filed away with

my former report on the subject of illicit traffic.

These reports implicate deeply the Army and Treasury agents.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-A dwAral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
manders Foster and Ramsay, TJ. S. Navy, regarding ti^ansfer to

West Gulf Squadron of ZJ. S. steamers Chickasaw and Winnebago.

Mound City, June £9, 1864.

Sir : I enclose you a copy of a communication f from the Depart-
ment in relation to the Chickasaw and Winneiago.
You will comply with the instructions of the Department and

send the Chickasaio to New Orleans as soon as possible, and on her
arrival there report to Commodore J. S. Palmer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. P. F-qster,

Commanding First and Second Districts.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Eamsay,
Commanding Third and Fourth Districts.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Oiven, ZJ. S. Navy, regarding
affairs in the Sixth District.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off Shipwith^s Landing, Miss., June 29, 186^.
Sir: I have the honor to report everything quiet in this district,

Marmaduke's forces having gone to the Arkansas River. Guerrillas
still continue to hang around and steal from the people in this
vicinity. Their principal objects are stealing horses and mules and

* Omitted. t See p. 438,
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killing suspected "home-made Yankees." The three old horses
brought here from Young's Point were stolen vesterday by the
guerrillas.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Gommwmder^Gomdg. 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Connmander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding
affairs in White River, and urging strong naval action and rein-
forcement.

On Board Illinois Central R. R. Packet Line
Passenger Steamer W. R. Arthur, June 29, 1864..

Sir: Additional reports in relation to the movements of Marma-
duke, together with the confidence I feel in the good judgment of
Lieutenant-Commander Bache, have caused me to take advantage
of this fast steamer to get to Memphis as quickly as possible, push
forward the repairs on the Exchange, and, if possible, take the
Carondelet back with me, feeling the necessity of having one vessel

which can he pushed through the fire of field batteries. I left White
River after 1 p. m. yesterday, and shall be in Memphis by 10 o'clock

this morning.
At the risk of repetition of what I have already written, I will

state that I am led to take the responsibility of moving a vessel of
another district for the following reasons : The Essex, at Memphis,
can move to any point on the Mississippi, but could not be of avail

in White River, and she can, in case of need, repair to any point
menaced seriously in the Eighth District, while the Carondelet is

absent. The man who informed me in regard to the firing during
three days and the destruction of the Queen City on Friday last is

a farmer, who has valuable stock on his farm, entirely at our mercy,
if he were found to have reported fjalsely. I had given orders that

the gunboats were to cruise continually between Clarendon and St.

Charles, while not one had been below Clarendon for a week; no
transports have come down. The firing on the third day was more
distant. The man said that on Friday and Saturday many empty
shell boxes were floating in the river, all of which induces me to

think that Captain Bache has found the enemy too strong for him,

and he has the Tyler, Fawn, and Naumkeag, a better force than I

can gather in my district, to go up with. There is one other suppo-

sition that the rebels are in such force about Devall's Bluff that he
can not leave. We have there not less than twelve transports,

freighted, and large amounts of supplies. In either event it is essen-

tial that prompt action be taken to reinforce the squadron there.

Add to this the 40 pieces of artillery Marmaduke is moving with,

42 pieces Captain Owen reports as reliable, which coincides with

information from other sources, and the current belief among all

classes of rebels that the aim is to cut off General Steele's supplies
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and starve him out, and you will perceive the necessity for strong

naval action, even if the reports from Clarendon are exaggerated or

altogether false. I know that Captain Bache would not allow trans-

ports to continue passing up river if he could communicate with

and stop them, for he had no reason to suppose that I would yet

have returned to White Eiver; nor is he one likely to ret^n the

gunboats above upon doubtful reports of danger to the Bluff post.

I trust you will approve my action.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Pheips,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Portek, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting petition

to Congress from an association of licensed pilots, desiring exem/p-

tion from conscription.

No. 184.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 29, 186i..

Sir: I have the honor to inclose you a petition from the Western
pilots and beg leave to strongly urge that the President, who has
the po'roer, may exempt from conscription all those who serve the
Government, or who are registered to serve the Government when
called on.

There are not enough pilots now for the wants of this river, and
it needs no argument to show that they should be exempted from
military duty. I beg that the President may give an order to that
effect, as the conscription, when it affects the pilots, creates a deal of
trouble on these rivers.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Portek,

Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—Owing to the necessity that exists for having the pilots
on the Mississippi tributaries ready at all times to serve the Govern-
ment, all registered pilots are exempt from conscription in the Army.
This applies only to those who are in actual service, or registered

for service in the Army and Navy, but does not apply to such as
may have avoided duty in the Navy or Army. A fine of $1,000 will
be imposed on all who neglect to obey a summons, and such punish-
ment as a naval or military tribunal may impose.

[Enclosure.]

St. Louis, Mo., June 18, 186i.
To the Honorahle the Senate and House of Representatives in Con-

gress assembled,:

Your memorialist, the Western Boatmen's Benevolent Associa-
tion, an institution duly incorporated under the laws of the State
of Missouri and composed exclusively of licensed pilots, respect-
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fully present for your consideration the following reasons why its
members should be exempted from draft under the conscription act
of the United States.

The number of experienced pilots is not more than sufficient to
supply the demands of commerce and meet the wants of the Gov-
ernment. While it is true that mere private and personal consid-
erations should not be permitted to interfere with the efficiency
of the service and the engrossing purpose of the Government tc
crush out this great rebellion, it must be apparent to every observ-
ant mind that its members can render more efficient aid in the accom-
plishment of this object by the pursuit of their avocation than they
possibly can by being subjected to duty in the field as soldiers.

It is a well known fact that a majority of the boats navigating
our waters are engaged either directly or incidentally in the serv-
ice of the Government ; to transport recruits to the field of their op-
erations, and to keep our armies supplied with food and raiment,
arms, and ammunition and other implements of warfare, an im-
mense amount of transportation is required. The large and con-
stantly increasing number of gunboats upon our waters require the
services of all the experienced pilots that can be obtained. With-
out the aid of the members of this association these important
branches of the public service can not be conducted with any effi-

ciency. Officers of experience all testify that it is of the utmost im-
portance that a full supply of experienced pilots should be acces-
sible at all .times. The want of one may defeat the purpose of an
important expedition, and emergencies have arisen and may arise

at any moment when the services of every available pilot are re-

quired to ensure the success of an important enterprise. To divert
even a few, then, from this field of their efficiency into the Army,
where their services can be of but trifling comparative value, may
be attended with most serious consequences.

It must be borne in mind, too, that none but experienced pilots

are competent to discharge the duties which the Government re-

quires of them. To become such full five years of study and prac-
ticed toil and training are required, so that the place of one expe-
rienced pilot detached for service to other fields of labor can not
be supplied for five years to come. All, too, who are acquainted with
the character of our Western waters are aware of the fact that
because of the incessant changes in the channel constant employment
is indispensably necessary to ensure efficiency. The energies of a pilot

should always be exerted in the pursuit of his avocation, inasmuch
as the most important duties are confided to his care.

You will perceive from documents herewith submitted for your
consideration that from the insufficiency of this rebellion the mem-
bers of this association have been at all times liable to be drafted
into the service of the Government by officers in charge of various

departments. They have constantly been subject to the orders of
the commander of the Mississippi gunboat flotilla, who has drafted
them whenever they were needed, and retained them as long as the

exigencies of the service required. They have also always been sub-

ject to the orders of the various masters of transportation, who en-

force their services whenever they are required, and discharge them

102008°—N w B—VOL 26—13 29
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only when they are no longer useful. The orders of these officer?

are imperative and they must be obeyed. Nor is it an occasional oc-

currence. On the 14th day of October, 1863, a requisition was made
on this association for six of its members for Government service,

on the 17th of the same month for six more, and on the 18th day

of the same month for ten more, and these requisitions have since con-

tinued to be made, and will continue to be made until the termination

of the Avar, although there is no j)articular enactment to authorize

it. The fact is their services are indispensable to the Government
and must be obtained whether it suits their convenience or not.

Kecognizing this truth, the right to make these requisitions has

never been disputed or opposed by this association, but they have
always been filled with promptness and alacrity by its members,
and the duties required have been discharged with zeal, fidelity,

and skill. The assertion is believed to be warranted that the in-

variable success which has constantly attended our arms upon the

Western waters is to be attributed in some degree at least to this

fact. We submit, therefore, that it is not politic to remove the mem-
bers of this association from the sphere in which they are eminently
useful to one where they will be of but trifling value, and that it is

not just to impose upon them liability to another draft than that to
which they have been subjected, when all other classes of the com-
mimity have been exempt, and to which they will nevertheless
continue to be subjected until the termination of the war.
Thes» representations are not made with a view to shirk any re-

sponsibility or avoid any peril that they might be called upon to
encounter in the discharge of duty. The post of a pilot is always
the place of danger. Occupying an exposed position ujjon the
vessel and discharging a duty without which it can not be navigated
he is constantly the mark for the sharpshooter of the enemy and
the guerrillas who swarm upon the banks of the rivers, for if"he be
disabled the vessel will most likely become their prey.
In view of the foregoing and other considerations which can not be

specified, believing that it will be an act of justice to those who have
heretofore been and will continue to be drafted to occupy exposed
positions, and that the best interests of the Government in the hour
of its peril will be subserved thereby, your memorialists respect-
fully petition that an amendment to the conscription act be passed
to exempt its members and licensed pilots navigating the Western
waters from draft under the operations of said act.
And your memorialists will, as in duty bound, ever pray, etc.

[seal.] j. "V^T. Bryan, President.
Wm. J. Kribben, Secretary.

Ord^ of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to the commanding
o-fficers of the V. S. steamers Chickasaw and Winnebago, to pro-
ceed to duty under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S. Navy.

Mound City, June 30, 1864.
Sir: You will, upon the receipt of this order, proceed with the

vessel under your command, the Chichasaw, to New Orleans, and
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report to Conunodore J. S. Palmer or the commanding naval officer
at that place for duty in Admiral Farragut's Squadron.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Davh) D. Porter,
Rear-A(hniral.

Commanding OrriCER U. S. S. Chickasaw.
[Order of same date and like tenor to commanding officer of the

U. S. S. WiniiebagoJl

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Gom-
mander Phelps, U. S. Navy, to withdrav) the gurihoats fram the
Arkansas River.

Mound City, June 30, 186Jf.

Sir : Yon will have to get the gunboats out of the Arkansas River.
We will lose them all, while no effort is made to hold the banks of
the river by our troops.

I shall be glad if those there now get away without further loss.

That is no way to supply Little Rock, and I have been opposed to
it strongly all along.

This is the last rise that can be expected.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-A dnoiral.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,
U. S. S. Hastings, Commanding 7th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Gom-
mander Mitchell, TJ. S. Navy, to proceed to duty in White River.

Mound City, June 30, I864.

Sir : You will report without delay to Lieutenant-Commander S. L.

Phelps with your vessel for duty up White River in assisting our

vessels.

If you are too unwell to go yourself, Lieutenant-Commander
Phelps will take charge of your vessel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Jno. G. Mitchell,
Comrrumding Eighth District and TJ . S. S. Oarondelet.

Report of Rear-Adm,iral Porter, II. S. Navy, regarding the ground-

ing of the TJ . S. S. Osage.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, July 1, 1864-

Sir : I have the honor to inform j^ou that the iron boat Osage got

aground coming up the river and the water fell so rapidly that she

could not be got off. She is high and dry and will likely remain
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SO until launched again, which I am preparing to do as soon as I

can launch the Indianola.
, j j- n •

The grounding of these iron boats when the water falls is very

detrimental to them, and they give evidence of no great strength,

some of the bulkheads badly arranged having broken their rivets.

Evervthing will be done to get the vessel into the water again.

I have'the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-A dmiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, U. 6.

Revort of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, approving the claim

of owners for the loss of steamer Hope.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, July 1, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith some papers * in rela-

tion to the loss of the steamer Hope.

She was lost by one of our vessels being driven into her m a gale

of wind and through no fault of her owners.

I consider the claim a just one, and respectfully request the

approval of the Department to pay the owners $7,500 to remunerate

them, as they can not afford to lose her.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Instructions from Rear-AdmAral Porter, U. S. Navy, to comtmanding

officer of tl. S. S. General Lyon, for expedition carrrying mails

and stores for the fleet.

Mound City, July 1, 1864.

Sir: Yon will proceed down river, carrying the mails and stores

for the fleet.

Deliver the three accompanying letters to General Canby wherever
he can be found.
Stop at Columbus, Ky., on your way down a sufficient length of

time to allow Mr. Frank Sherman to make a sworn statement in

relation to some parties at that place.

Take convoy past dangerous places going and coming, and if you
are attacked by the rebels do not stop to fight them, but proceed on.

After performing the above duty you will return to this place.

Very respectfully,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commanding Officer, U. S. S. General Lyon.

* Not necessary to publish,
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Major-GeneraJ,
Canby,V.S. Army, regarding transfer of U. S. steamers Ghicka-
sww and Winnebago for duty in Mississippi Sound, in accordance
with suggestion of the latter.

Mound Citt, Juh/ 1, 186^.
Sir : Your communication of June 24 * in relation to the expediency

of sending down the monitors Chickasaw and Winnebago to cooper-
ate in the shallow water of Mississippi Sound in conjunction with
some operations soon to be undertaken by your command has been
received.

In reply I beg leave to inform you that the two above-named
vessels have been sent.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Major-General E. K. S. Canbit,
Corwmdg. Military Division of the Mississippi,

Vicksburg , Miss.

Report of Lieutenant-Gomm,ander Phelps, U. S. Navy, referring to

affairs in White River.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
Mouth of White River, July 1, 1864.

Sir : I have ordered the commanding officer of the steamer Wilson
to leave his tow of barges here and to proceed with all dispatch to

Cairo for ammunition, requisitions for which are enclosed ; and I
respectfully request that she, or some fast vessel, may return with it,

as the vessels are now very short of shell particularly and may have
all on hand exhausted before more can be received. " Captain Bache
believes that Shelby will again appear upon the east bank of White
Eiver, if he has not already done so, and he fully concurs with me
in the expectation that Marmaduke will occupy St. Charles, which
is an exceedingly ugly place, and from which it will be difficult to

drive him.
The battery of the Queen City will all be recovered ; and I propose

to mount it in broadside on board the Carondelet, which vessel

has now but one lOO-pounder rifle on either side. Till the articles

required for are received, she will have some 12-pounder howitzers
borrowed from other gunboats.

She will leave in about one hour's time, accompanied by the Silver

Cloud, with a convoy of three transports, for Devall's Bluff, and I
shall follow up to-night, after having attended to everything here.

The Fawn and Naumkeag are alone at Clarendon. I think it would
be advantageous to advance Captain Rogers, as he is the more reli-

able one of the two old masters in command of those two vessels,

while the other is the senior and is the senior master in this district.

• See p. 436.
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I am convinced that the services of the Neosho will become very

necessary in White River. The str^m is falling quite rapidly, and

it is probable that the GarondeUt will soon be forced to leave it.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Cormnander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porteb, U. S. Na^^^
Commanding Mississippi bquadron.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to the Fourth. Auditor,

reporting smuggling operatioins.

Mound City, July 1, 1864-

Sir: I beg leave to inform you that I have just received reliable

information that Levy & Brothers, doing business at Metropolis, 111.,

have been for some time past engaged in smuggling goods to the

rebels to a very large amount.

Yesterday several boxes were seized on the Kentucky shore, marked

with their name, containing supplies of various kinds, amongst

which, I am told, was a quantity of powder and other ammunition

intended for the rebels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-A drmral.

Stephen J. W. Tabor,
Fourth Auditor, Treas, Dept., Washington, D. C.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, regarding the

ohservance of Independence Day.

General Order, 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 230.

J
Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, July 1, 186^.

On the 4th of July, at 12 o'clock, meridian, all the vessels in com-
mission will fire a salute of thirty-four guns, commencing when the
bell strikes. Great care must be taken that no accidents may occur,

and the guns must be examined (after being drawn) by the executive
officer and see that only powder is contained in them. The vessels

will be dressed in flags at the hoisting of the colors in the morning.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, V. S. Navy, regarding
measures of protection for the vessels.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
Mouth of White River, July 1, 1864-

Sir: It appears that three-fourths-inch iron saved the boilers of
both the Fawn and Tyler from being exploded by shot on the 24th
ultimo at Clarendon, showing the value of such defenses.
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The Kickapoo and Cinci-rmati are very much needed now; of the
former, being in contractor's hands, I have little hope ; but the latter,
being in naval hands, I Imow will be pushed forward to the utmost.

I beg to invite your attention to the inefficiency of the 30-pounder
Parrott for service in tinclads on this river. I would like much to
have light 32's in the bows of all those vessels of that class, believing
it would render them more efficient, especially if provided with 32-
pounder shrapnel, as they should be.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gom/manding 3Iississippi Squadron.

Letter from Acting Master Rogers, TJ. S. Nav)/, to Brigadier-General
Carr, TJ . S. Army, giving information regarding transports in the
White River.

Devall's Bluit, July 1, 1864-.

(Received 6:50 p. m.)

The steamer Pike, which left here at 3 p. m. yesterday, loaded with
refugees, has just returned. She met with the gunboats 30 [Fawn']
and 37 [Naumkeag} 8 miles this side of St. Charles at 6 o'clock this

morning and brings the following letters addressed to me. Captain
Grace, of gunboat No. 30, being sick, I hereby notify you that no
transports will be allowed to pass down this river hereafter without
convoy, unless they should be carrying dispatches, and then only in

case their boilers are well protected. We have information of a bat-

tery at Prairie Landing, heavy firing having been heard at that

point.

Very respectfully, etc., Jno. Rogers,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Captain C. H. Dyer,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

P. S.—Prairie Landing is 21 miles from mouth of river, on this side.

[Telegram.]

Little Rock, July 8, 1864.

General Steele thinks that the transport had better go down the

river under convoy of the gunboats.

By order of Brigadier-General E. A. Carr

:

C. H. Dyer,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Colonel J. K. Mizner,
Commanding DevalVs Bluff.

Report of Colonel Misner, U. S. Army, referring to reported hattery

at Prairie Landing.

Devall's Bluff, July 2, 1864.

Colonel Geiger reports this morning that his scouts have returned,

but bring no important information. They saw no enemy and heard
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of none, except small parties of guerrillas. The horses of Ninth Iowa
Cavalry need shoeing badly. The regiment is burning coal to shoe
with. Will not small scouts answer until Colonel Geiger is in better

condition to move? Should the general desire any large force sent,

please give me general instructions as to their movements. The exist-

ence of a battery at Prairie Landing is only supported by gunboats
30 [Fawn] and 37 [Naumkeag] from the sound of artillery in that
direction. Four boats will be ready for convoy on Monday. The
Navy object to escorting a single boat, but will take this number.
Colonel Geiger desires permission to visit Little Eock to-day.
All quiet here.

J. K. MiZNEK,
Colonel, Commanding.

Captain C. H. Dyer,
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Little Rook.

Letter from Brigadier-General Roherts, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-
Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, desiring protection of gunboats
for his diminished command.

Headquarters Nineteenth Army Corps,
Morganza, La., July 2, 1864..

Captain : The First and Second Divisions, Nineteenth Army Corps,
leave here to-day and proceed to New Orleans, leaving only tlie
Third and the cavalry at this post. Until the defenses of this place
are completed and its guns mounted the presence of some of your
gunboats would add to the protection and safety of the small com-
mand remamjng. General Emory, before leaving last night, ex-
pressed to me his regrets that by culpable carelessness of troops your
boats had been exposed to fire from their musketry, and I wish to
assure you that, so far as I am concerned, efforts will not be wanting
to prevent any disagreeable recurrence of that kind and to make it in
every way pleasant for you to be near my command.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. S. Eoberts,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Captain Foster, U. S. Navy.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, V. S. Navy, regarding the
ilhcit operations of steamer C. J. Millar.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, July 2, 186^.

Sir
: I have the honor to inform you that I have received informa-

tion that articles such as flour, whisky, sugar, and calico have been
landed at Waterproof, La., from the propeller steamer C. J. Millar
(a cotton boat). The quantity landed was of small value, not over
*y or

J)10;
still, the disposition of the people on board was shownMy informant is Captain Odlin, of the United States detective force.
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I will obtain his affidavit and that of one or two other parties, and
send them up by the next dispatch boat. Captain Odlin is a witness
himself, and, if necessary, can easily be obtained. The boat has
started for some point up river beyond Cairo, possibly New Albany
for repairs; otherwise I should have seized her. I last heard of her
at Vicksburg. She is said to be disabled and will have to be
towed up.

I send this letter per packet that you may be advised should you
deem proper to seize her on her arrival at Cairo.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, Iul., July £, I864.

Bache not sick, but fighting pretty hard up White River.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admirai Porter, U. S.
Novy, transmitting a clipping from tlie New York Tribune, desir-

ing investigation of charges against the Namy contained in %t.

Navt Department,
Washington, July t, 1861^.

Sir: The enclosed is a copy of communication that was sent to

the Tribune (New York) for publication, and has been sent by one
of the editors to this department. It is from the pen of a resident of

Pine Bluff, Ark. The charges against the Navy contained in it are

general, and I have informed the person from whom I received it that

the writer should name any naval officer that has been engaged in the

transactions to which he refers, so that a thorough investigation may
be had.

Very respectfully, etc.

Gideon Welijus,
Secretary of Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

[Enclosure.]

Litthe Rock, June H., 1864-

The Treasury Department has either to stop trade at Memphis to

go below that point or we shall have an endless job to get rid of the

rebs either as an army or guerrillas. No half-way measure will do
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in the premises. General Washbum is active in all his endeavors to

supplant the rebs, while feeding of them comes from Memphis by-

smuggling. General Washburn is looked upon by Union men as the

best officer for the Union cause who ever had charge of the district.

He leaves nothing undone to bring this war to a close with speed.

While he is working this way, I regret to say some of our officers are

accused, and I think rightly, of furnishing supplies to the enemy.

The Navy are not pure in this respect. Captain Prichett is an
exception. He hates a rebel as he does the devil

;
you will pardon me

with a few words:
Some four months ago Chettester & Co., composed of Fellows,

Rainey & Elliott, of Camden, in this State, agreed with the so-called

Confederate Government to furnish the Trans-Mississippi Depart-
ment with salt meat, at 4 pounds of cotton for 3 pounds of salt rnent.

The cotton has all been confiscated by the Government and Govern-
ment bonds paid for most of it. Planters to deliver Avhen called for.

For the last four months it has been called for and transported to

Lake Village in Chicot County, on the Mississippi. Chettester has
been there generally, and has traded with our gunboats for provisions
and paid in cotton. When Steele entered Camden there were three
stores full of Yankee goods that were obtained in this way. Besides
steamboats land at Lake Village, Eunice, and Gaines Landing; they
get cotton and pay in goods; if the Treasury Department allows it,

it may be right. One thing is certain, the Union rural inhabitants
are wondering how such things can occur.

If the Navy Department or a committee of Congress will investi-
gate this matter, the witnesses can be had, and Navy and Army
officers subpoenaed.

"Argus."

[Telegram.]

Mound Citt, July 2, 1864..

(Received 3d, 10:55 a. m.)
With your permission I propose to leave here to-morrow for Wash-

ington.

David D. Ported,
Rear-AdrmrcH.

Hon. Gideon Welles.
Secretary.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, III., July ^, 186^.
I leave to-morrow for Washington, and will see Mr. Eames there.

David D. Porter,

XT ^ TT x^ Rear-Admiral.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Instructions from Rear-Adndral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Fleet Captain
Pennoch, U. S. Navy, previous to departure for the North.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, July 3, 1864.

Sir : Proposing to make a short trip to the North, and not knowing
how long I shall be gonej you will please have attended to such mat-
ters as I may leave unfinished or that may turn up hereafter.

The commanders of districts have all received full instructions in

relation to their respective districts, and it will only he necessary to

forward to me copies of such portion of their reports as may be of

interest, and comply as soon as possible with all reasonable and
necessary requisitions.

No alterations will be made in the present arrangements of the

squadron during the time I am away without my directions. My
flag will fly on board the Black Hawk while I am away.
That will be the headquarters, and all public documents will be

sent there, opened, and filed away in the usual manner.

I will inform you as soon as possible and from time to time where

my place of residence will be, and you will please make all reports

to me at the place I may designate.

I wish the following matters attended to as soon as possible

:

The mortar boats, without the iron or mortars, will make most

excellent landings, and I wish 8 or 10 of them brought up and
anchored along the levee, properly fixed for a landing. Let the

mechanics get up the storehouse and the boathouse as soon as possi-

ble after I send on word, and the dispensary can then be commenced

as soon as you can employ the mechanics.

I wish the Cincinnati pushed on with all the force that can be put

upon her, and employ some hands on the Tuscumbia, getting the iron

off of her deck.

As fast as the vessels (light-drafts) are ready, send them to their

respective stations, even though the crews may be short.

The Fairy and Sibyl are to be kept in the station and be prepared

for such emergencies as may occur at Cairo or near there.

I don't want these two boats sent from the station, unless abso-

lutely necessary or by my order.

As the telegraph is so handy, you will have no difficulty m tele-

graphing me in all cases when there may be necessity, and please be

particular in having all telegrams paid at Cairo. I will also order

that my telegrams be paid at Cairo.

You will see that coal is sent down now while the river is up, so

that the vessels below will have ample supplies through the summer.

I will write you from time to time as circumstances require.

If a board is ordered to examine a site for navy yard, you will

please give them all the information you possess and show them the

charts, copies of which you should have.

Fit the Great Western without delay for a receiving vessel, not

forgetting to put up a good and substantial prison on board.

Have all bunks in her taken down and have hooks put up for ham-

mocks.
1 J

Send me a weekly summary of work done on board the vessel and

on shore.
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If there is any prize matter on hand which I may have forgotten

to report, see that it is reported to the court, and whatever may be

stowed on the Abraham, have sent to Mr. Halliday to be put in store

and sold when the marshal's sale takes place.

You will observe by a general order sent to you that a party of 10

men have left Shreveport for the purpose of burning buildings, etc.

You will take every precaution against those incendiaries.

You will issue orders to permit no stranger to pass our sentries

without being stopped and obliged to give an account of himself to

the sergeant of the guard.
The general order will explain to you the necessity for proper pre-

cautions against all dangers.
I wish the Kickapoo fitted out at once, stores got on board, and

ready to proceed at a moment's notice to White Eiver and relieve the
vessels in their difficulties there.

I would keep the vessels in the stream as much as possible; dis-

cipline is better and less danger of strangers coming on board.
You will permit no sailors to be on shore after 8 o'clock p. m., and

will direct a patrol of marines to pick up all those found on shore,
unless it may be persons who have families and special permits from
you.
None but commanders of vessels and executive officers will be

allowed to grant permits to sailors to go on shore or to persons not
connected with the Navy to pass on board.

If no 'orders come for the Kickapoo, fit her out and send her to
the mouth of Red River to relieve the Neosho, which vessel will
report to Captain Phelps in White River.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station, Mound City.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Gorringe, TJ. S. Navy, to proceed down the Mississippi
as bearer of dispatches.

Mound Citt, J'wiy 3, 186^.
Sir : You will proceed without delay down the river with the ac-

companying dispatches. Stop at White River on your way down
and deliver to Captain Phelps the letter addressed to him. You will
then proceed on to Natchez, where you will find Lieutenant-Com-
mander Greer, and deliver to him the dispatch for him.
Having performed the above duty you will return to this station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-A dmirdl.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. H. Gorringe,
Commanding Sibyl.
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Order of Rear-Adndral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding certain vessels assigned to
duty in White River.

Mound City, July 3, 1861^.

Sir: I have ordered you the Neosho, Mound City, and Pittsburg
for duty in White River.
When you have no further use for them, send them to their differ-

ent stations.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Portke,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps,
Commanding Vessels in White River.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Greer, U. S. Navy, to send two vessels to White River.

Mound City, July 3, I864.

Sir: You will send without delay the Mound City and Pittsburg
to White Eiver, to report to Captain Phelps for duty, and you will
have other vessels detailed as soon as you can to supply their places.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. A. Greer,
Commanding Fourth District.

Letter from Lieutenant-Comma'nder Phelps, V. S. Navy, to Major-
Generad Steele, V. S. Army, regarding affairs in the White and
Arkansas rivers.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
DevalVs Bluff, July 3, I864.

General : I have brought one of the turtles, the Carondelet, up to

Clarendon, where she will remain as long as there is water for her,

and I fancy Shelby will have a good time if he runs against her. The
old Tyler is hors de combat just now with a wheelhouse torn off. I

do not at all understand why it is that Marmaduke's, or at present

Pagan's, command should remain so long at Red Fork Landing on
the Arkansas. Four days since the encampments extended from that

landing down to within 8 miles of Napoleon, and his pickets were all

along the levee. His force is probably greater than you suppose.

Some of his men are across the Arkansas, back of St. Charles and
Crockett's Bluff, horse stealing and catching conscripts. If I had a

vessel fit for the purpose, I would make Red Fork Landing too hot

for the rebels. I am sure it will not do to let vessels run without

convoy for a while. Shelby is only a few miles from Clarendon, and
will try again. Marmaduke's people have plenty of artillery, and
will be at St. Charles when that fitful Arkansas subsides a little. A
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Steamer or two of light draft would help in crossing the Arkansas

mightily, and we could not, in all probability, get one away from

Sem, fS they have only to run her into that nver through the
7/"

off, when she would be safe from pursuit Tmclads ^ou|d be cut to

pieces and ironclads could not go far up the Arkansas. Things don t

look very cheerful anywhere within the vast extent of military opera-

tions. Grant makes sorry progress. Sherman is pretty much at a

stand, while the rebels seem to have plenty of people for outlying

operations. General A. J. Smith is out against Forrest with all the

available men at Memphis. General Canby is moving 20,000 men

from Morganza, but where, I do not know. I left Bache none the

worse for the ducking he got the other day. I should be glad to re-

main up here for a few days, but I feel very uneasy about the Mis-

sissippi at Napoleon, where the rebels may at any moment bring out

their numerous pieces and blockade, for the time, that river. Bache

will come up in a few days and will have force enough, j)robably, to

break the enemy out of any position at short notice. I will make all

the effort possible to provide frequent vessels for convoying pur-

poses. Give my regards to the gentlemen of your staff, and

Believe me, general, yours, most truly,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Major-General F. Steele, U. S. Army,
Corwmanding De'pwrtment of Arkansas, Little Rock.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant Woods, U. S. Navy, to assume temporary com/mand of
the U. S. S. Kickafoo.

July 4, 1864.

Sir: You will assume temporary command of the U. S. S. Kick-
apoo, and you will see that your vessel gets ready for service with
all dispatch.

Acting Master Atkinson has made out all the necessary requisi-

tions, and you will see that they are all filled.

You will instruct your paymaster to make out all the necessary
requisitions for provisions and clothing, and see that they are filled

forthwith.

The officers must all mess on board of the vessel.

Respectfully,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain, Comm.<mding.

[Acting VoUmteer Lieutenant D. C. Woods.]

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, to assume temporary com/mand of
the Fifth District,

Mound City, Jxdy ^, I864.

Sir : By direction of Admiral Porter, you will proceed down the
river as soon as your vessel is ready for service and assume com-
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imand of the Fifth District during the absence of Lieutenant-Com-
mander Greer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. PenNOCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge,
Commianding U. S. S. Vindicator.

Order of Lieutenant-Convmander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master
Glenney, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Battler, approving
occasional visits to St. Joseph, Zas.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, July 4, 1864.

Sir: Your letter of 3d instant is received. I think your visits to

the towns of St. Joseph, etc., will be productive of good. Do not
go again for awhile in order that the rebels may be off their guard.
I presume it is unnecessary for me to tell you to remind your men
that no pillaging will be allowed. I hope you will get some rebel

officers yet.

You must stay about St. Joseph most of the time; that is the
crossing place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Master D. W. Glenney,
Com,manding V. S. S. Rattler.

Report of Lieutenant-Corrvmander Phelps, U. S. Navy, of arrival at

IVhite River Station of U. S. steamers Hastings and Fawn, con-

voying eight transports, and reporting an attack at St. Charles,

White River.
U. S. Gunboat Hastings,

Off White River Station, July 5, 1864.

Sir: I arrived at this place last night with this vessel and the

Fawn, having in convoy eight steamers.

About noon we were fired upon a little above St. Charles by rifle-

men, who, for a short time, kept up a brisk fire, but were driven away
by thefire of the gunboats. I had been at loss to know how we should

celebrate the Fourth, being underway and having so much of a convoy
in charge, but this attack occurring about noon furnished the oppor-

tunity of at once punishing the enemy and celebrating the day by
firing cannon. Although the first volley was fired into us at a dis-

tance not greater than 25 yards, and a number of persons were

exposed about deck, no one was hit and no damage was done other

than a slight injury to woodwork and furniture.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-COTnmander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,
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RevoTt of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, discussing

the operations of Major-Generd Steele's command m and about

White River. ^ ^ ^^
U. S. Gunboat Hastings,

White River Station, July 5, 186^.

Dear Sir: I intended writing to you privately by thQ Wilson^ but

official correspondence took up all the time and I would not delay

her. I fear that there is not as much activity and energy amongst

many of Steele's people, general officers especially, as there should be.

Many of Carr's men, after his return to Clarendon from the lame

pursuit of Shelby, spoke very contemptuously of the whole opera-

tion, declaring that they might have captured half the enemy and all

his artillerv if their pursuit had been vigorous in any sense. It is

in vain tha^t we represent to them the movements of the enemy. I

assured Steele that Shelby would be at Clarendon certainly, and that

I would send the Tyler up there, but I thought the army should

watch his movements. Nothing of the kind was done, and when he

captured the Queen City there it was a perfect surprise to the army.

The lucky hit in getting the Tyler up in time with Bache alone

prevented Shelby, who is a daring and enterprising fellow, from
establishing himself in a way with the Queen City''s guns and am-
munition that Steele would have had trouble in getting him out.

To this day Steele does not believe that Marmaduke's force is on

the Arkansas at Eed Fork Landing, yet he has been there with

8,000 men and 40 pieces of artillery for the past two weeks and, I

doubt not, would have crossed the river but for its high stage. It

was, doubtless, and is yet, the design to cut and interfere with General
Steele's supplies. It is possible that this heavy outlying force is

intended to distract attention from the main purpose of the enemy
to push forces into Missouri. Price certainly has a considerable

force, stated at 18,000, and the rebels have as much faith in Price's

power over the people of Missouri as ever. Certainly there is not
much backwardness in enlisting on the part of the rebel element in

Arkansas. Banks' terrible operation has raised up hosts of recruits

for the enemy, strengthening those who were not wavering and con-
firming those who were on that side. Bache had quite an accident
happen to him. He was in the roundhouse of the old Tyler when
she picked up a log which carried away the outside of wheelhouse
and the whole after angle and with it, of course, the quarter gallery.

Bache found himself suddenly in the river floundering about wholly
unable to swim. He, however, got hold of the driftwood and held
on till fished out.

The wheel and wheelhouse are now repaired, and she is up river.

The boarding from the roof of a barge was used to plank the wheel-
house, and although it will not bear inspection at dose quarters, it

looks tolerably well at a distance. The Lexington is the hardest
looking old wreck I ever saw. General Canby seems to be entirely
in earnest about cooperation on the river, and I am glad he has
reduced Banks to nothing at New Orleans, punishing him infinitely
worse than deprivation of command. He was an autocrat, and has
not power now to approve a bill.

Respectfully and very truly, yours,

S. L. Phelps.
Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,

Cairo, lU,
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Refort of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, stating the
necessity of retaining the TJ. S. S. Prairie Bird on her station till
relieved by another vessel.

U. S. S. Louisville,
Off Skipwith^s Landing, July 5, I864.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of June 27. The Prairie Bird is stationed in the neighborhood
of Columbia and Greenville, two bad places for guerrillas and good
points for fieldpieces. The Borneo and Marmora have between them
the rest of the river to Napoleon. The Prairie Bird can not well be
spared until relieved by another boat. The Romeo is equally in as
bad condition. The boilers of both are badly burned. They have
been temporarily repaired, and I have sent to the Samson for boiler
makers, tools, material, etc.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-CorrmMnder, Commanding Sixth District.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Comm,anding Mississifpi Squadron.

Letter from, CoTwmodore Palmer, TJ. S. Navy, to Bear-Admiral
Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting the services of two ironclads for the
protection of New Orleans.

U. S. Naval Headquarters,
No. H8 Canal Street, New Orleans, La., July 5.

My Dear Porter: We were on the eve of a grand expedition to
capture Mobile—^that is, the army was—but it is now all knocked
in the head by a requisition from the Government to send at once
20,000 men to reinforce Grant. This puts us on the defensive here.

I am not an alarmist, you know, and take things easy, but I would
be much obliged to you, and I think those who are left here would
likewise, if you would spare me a couple of ironclads for the pro-
tection of the city. I can relieve them by tinclads, and will send
them back the moment the necessity is over. General Canby told me
he had written you to send him a couple of ironclads, to accompany
him over to Mobile, but that is now abandoned. Farragut is still off

Mobile, waiting for Buchanan, who has been adding to his force,

and the admiral wrote me yesterday he was now hourly expecting
him. You know he not only proposes to destroy our fleet, but to

capture New Orleans. Now, though I question his ability to do the

one or the other, I would like to have something better than the old

Portsmouth and two or three broken-down gunboats to meet him in

the river.

I know you will let me have the ironclads, if you can, so write

me at once what you can do. Banks is still here, too thick-skinned

to leave his berth here, but I am thankful that he has no longer any
military occupation.

Very truly, yours, J. S. Palmer.

102008°—N w E—VOL 26—13 30
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[Telegram.]

St. Louis, Juhj 5, 186^.

At my request Major-General Rosecrans applied to you to station

a ffunboat at New Madrid. The application was made to secure the

somewhat small garrison there, not to regulate trade in the district.

T am informed that Captain Mitchell, commander of the gunboats,

stops all boats shipped there with my approval. Please order him

to report to the commanding officer at New Madrid, who is charged

with the duty under the orders of myself and the department com-

mander of regular trade to that town, or at least cease interfering

with shipments there made with my approval. Please answer.

Thos. Ewing, Jr.,

Brigadier-General.

Commodoio D. J). Porter,
Mound City.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer., U. S. Navy, regarding de-

struction of plantation iy the Confederates.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, July 6, 186J,.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that during the last ten days
the rebels, under Isaac F. Harrison, on the Louisiana side, have been
destroying some plantations and threatening others. Acting Master
D. W. Glenney, commanding Rattler, saved 72 negroes from a place
near Ashland and got a few shots at the rebels.

Captain Hoel, of the Pittshurg, has been out on several scouts and
captured 2 prisoners, notorious characters, one a lieutenant. I have
turned them both over to the provost-marshal, and they will be sent
North as prisoners. We are now trying to get a lot of wool near
St. Joseph, it belongs to the C. S. A.

I keep the light-drafts moving all the time, with orders not to
remain in one place day or night over two hours.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Greer,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter.
Comvianding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennoch, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master
Farrell, U. S. Navy, commanding TJ . S. S. Pen, to report for duty
at the mouth of Red River.

Mound Citt, July 7, 186^.
Sir: You will, upon the receipt of this order, proceed with the

vessel under your command, the Peri, to the mouth of Red River and
report to Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster, commanding Fourth
District Mississippi Squadron at that place, for such duty as he may
assign you,

.

" '
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On your -way down you will take every precaution to guard against
accidents or surpises by the enemy. Never tie up to the bank at
night unless it can not be avoided, and then bright lookouts must
be kept.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Master Thomas M. Farrell,
Commanding U. S. S. Peri.

Report of Lieutenant-Gommander Phelfs., V. S. Navy^ referring to

certain vessels.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
White River Station., July 7, 186Ji..

Sir: The Sihyl arrived at 1 a. m. on the 6th and, leaving her dis-

patches, proceeded down river. As you direct me to send the ves-

sels ordered to my assistance back to their stations when no longer
required, I informed Captain Greer that the water in White and
Arkansas rivers was falling so rapidly I thought only one of the
Iwo boats, Mov/nd City or Pittsiurg, would be needed, and that if

the other should be required, I would send for her.

I understand that the Kickapoo is ready, except in officers and
men. As you told me I should have her till the Cincinnati should

be ready, I respectfully suggest that you can put officers and men
enough on board to bring her to this place ; I can supply the remain-
ing deficiencj'. She would be worth at least two of the Pooks in

White River, where their vulnerable sides are exposed to field ar-

tillery.

The Lexington answers well to guard this station, but is useless

for other purposes, or nearly so. Part of her people can go tem-

porarily to the Kickapoo., and Captain Bache or myself would be

with her most of the time up White River.

I can put a reliable officer on board as executive, to be left in

charge when I am absent, unless you have a captain for her.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Poftee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenamt-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding

location of certain vessels and m,ovements of the enemy.

TJ. S. Gunboat Hastings,

White River Station, July 7, iSdJ)..

Sie: The Carondelet, Natumkeag, and Silver Cloud are stationed

at Clarendon and vicinity. The Tyler and Fawn went up on the 5th

instant, taking up $2,500^000 in charge of 19 paymasters, and also a

bearer of dispatches from General Canby, who was in great haste.
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The general has undoubted information that the enemy is con-

centrating all his force against General Steele. I was at Napoleon

yesterday. The enemy has pickets a few miles out and allows no

communication between the town and country back. Marmaduke,

at last advices, was at Eed Fork, and the Arkansas is becoming

low again.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
LieAitenaoit-Corwrnander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, ZJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-

Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, transmitting inform-ation regard-

ing affairs in White River.

U. S. S. Bentox,
Of Natchez, July 7, 186^.

Sir: The Sibyl has just arrived with a dispatch for me to send up
two ironclads to Captain Phelps.

I also received the enclosed letter from Captain Phelps; it explains

itself. The order for the Neosho seems to have been overlooked. I

deem it my duty to send the Sibyl to you with the letter of Captain
Phelps, 'as it explains the necessity of the situation. Please return
the letter to me.

Very respectfully, your obedient.servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and Fifth Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster,
Commanding Second District Mississippi Squadron,

U. S. S. Lafayette.

TEnclosurc]

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
White River Station, July 5, 1864-

Sir: I have a communication from the admiral^ advising me that
he has ordered the Neosho, Moumd City, and Pittsburg to come up
to my assistance in White River, and that I must order them back to
their stations when I can spare them. The first-named we need very
much, but I anticipate that both of the others, on account of the
falling water, will hardly be required. If you will send one of them
now, I will, should the other be needed, send a dispatch vessel to you
for it. Before the rebels had succeeded in removing the Queen City''s

battery, the Tyler, with the Fawn and Naumkeag, went down from
Devall's Bluff, attacked them, and^ after a sharp fight, drove them
off, recapturing everything taken from one vessel, but she was fired,
burned, and blown up.
Marmaduke, with 8,000 men and 40 pieces of artillery, threatens

White Eiver upon the west bank, while Shelby, with 2",500, is still

upon the east bank. General Steele's position at Little R(x;k is a
very isolated one, and his communications are easilj^ cut.
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I have no news outside of the above and such as the newspapers
give.

I am, respectfully and truly, yours, S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Comonander.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Geeee, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron, Gunboat Benton.

Order of Lievienant-Corruinander Greer, U. 8. Namy, to Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Langthome, U. S. Navy, commatiding
U. S. S. Mound City, to report for duty in White River.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, July 7, 1864.

Sie: You will, upon the arrival of the Forest Rose, proceed to

White River without delay and report to Captain Phelps for duty.

You can press any steamer to assist in getting you up river. Tell

the captain of the Forest Rose about the condition of affairs at your
present station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant^

James A. Greek,
Lieut. Gomdr., Conidg. Benton and Fifth Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting ^'iolunteer Lfieutenant A. E. Langthorne,
Commanding U. S. S. Mownd City.

Letter from. Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-

Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, regarding the U. S. S. Peri.

Mound City, July 8, 1864.

Sir : The U. S. S. PeH has been ordered to report to you for duty
in the Fourth District.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander James P. Foster,
Comdg. U. S. S. Lafayette and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding the

withdrawal of vessels from White River on account of fallimj

water.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,

White River Station, July 8, 1864.

Sir: The Carondelet has arrived to-day from Clarendonj having

been forced to come out of the river by reason of falling water. A
rapid fall in the Mississippi and Arkansas rivers has drained the

water off from the lower part of White River, while a good stage

remains in it a hundred miles above the mouth, where it is less influ-

enced by these causes. The Tyler I expect out to-night, and she will
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be unable to return up it again. The NeosTio will be able to stay up

a short time only, and then light tinclads are alone likely to be able

to navigate it. Of these I have three; the Hastings can not be

counted, drawing too much water, and one repairing at Memphis.

I am. respectfully, vour obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Com^manaing Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, V. S. Navy, to Major-

Jeneral Steele, V. S- Army, regarding movement of the enemy
-fcrose the Arkansas River.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
Mouth of White River, July 5, 1S6J^.

General : A portion, if not all, of Fagan's force crossed the Arkan-
sas Eiver on Wednesday last. The person reporting it is known to

me, and I deem him reliable. He saw 10 pieces of artillery (all

brass, he thinks) going to the ferry. Four thousand cavalry, they
told him, were with the force, and he thinks the whole number of

men with Fagan 6,000 to 7,000. Four hundred had crossed at 10 a. m.
when ht was at the ferry, Wednesday morning, and they expected to

cross 2,000 to 3,000 that day. They had flats for crossing cannon, etc.

Fagan's headquarters were at a Mr. Douglass's, some 35 miles below
Pine Bluff, where he saw the general. All the enemy had left Red
Fork Landing for South Bend, and all whom he saw were moving in

that direction. Shelby was near Augusta four or five days since.

My informant says Fagan's men are full of going to Missouri.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phei^ps,
Lieutenant-Commofnder, Division Commander.

Major-General F. Steele, U. S. Army,
Commanding Department of Arkansas, Little Rock.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, V. S. Navy, commandin-g
the Sixth District, regarding condition of affairs in his command.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off SkipwitK's Landing, .July 9, IS6I1..

»ir: Everything quiet at this district; only a few guerrillas on
both banks, from Napoleon to Cypress Creek, in Arkansas, and Green-
ville to Memphis. The rebels continue in this neighborhood and fre-
quently visit, in ones and twos, the Duncan House. They steal noth-
ing but mules, watches, horses, and money. The steamer Freestone
has permission to get on board some cotton about Eggs Point under
the surveillance of the Prairie Bird: No trade boats in this district,
saving at Goodrich's and Vicksburg. I have not had Acting Master's
Mate Scanlan examined, as he is too sick, and I have to send him to
the hospital. I am very much in want of a surgeon. I have never
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received back any of the men sent to the hospital from this vessel.

I have not seen the mortar boats at Vicksburg since the 22d May. I
shall visit them some time this month, if I can get through with all

the examinations. The wood yard at 76 has been destroyed by the
rebels, and the white man in charge, Mr. Waddell, has been hung.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
LieuteTiant-GoTnmander, Communding Sixth District,

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding an
attack upon the V. S. S. General Lyon below ShipwiiKs Landing.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off SJdpvnth\<i Landing, July 9, ISSJf..

Sir: Captain Tennyson, commanding the General Lyon, has just

reported to me having been fired into at Cammack's, 22 miles below

here, and at head of Stack Island, 8 miles below. This force must
have crossed Steele's Bayou at Tallulah bridge, as it is the only place

to cross below TurnsbuU Ferry, 12 miles north of this. A small force

here of infantry and cavalry will protect all the country this side of

Deer Creek* and Steele's Bayou.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander. Commanding Sixth District.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding

conditions in the White River.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,

White River Station, July 10, 186Jj..

Sir : The enemv began crossing the Arkansas River at South Bend
on last Wednesday, 6th instant. The last convoy arrived at Devall's

Bluff, during Friday night, and was but slightly molested by the

rebels. I have dispatched another convoy this morning, and feel

considerable apprehension in regard to it. The Fa^on and Naum-
keag have the transports in charge. The Tyler accompanied the

fleet past Prairie Landing, 22 miles up, but she can not now reach

St. Charles, the dangerous point at present.

I ordered Master Commanding Grace to turn back at once should

he learn that the enemy had reached White River anywhere above

him. I presume Devall's Bluff is the present point to be attacked,

and I am anxious to get those gunboats and the Silver Cloud there

to assist in its defense. The General Lyon reports that the Mound
City will be here to-night and the Neosho to-morrow. This latter

one will be of great service, but the former can only operate should
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the enemy undertake to locate himself at Prairie Landing. We
much need two more tinclads. Under present circumstances not less

than three in company should move on the river, and to do the duty
of convoying requires two sets of boats, one to ascend as the other

descends the river. When the Exchange returns from repairing I

shall have four only for the service. This vessel might be assigned
that duty but for her draft of water, which within five or six days,
the river falling as at present, will shut her out. It is presumed
that the present crisis will have passed within two weeks' time, as

land forces by that time must come to a trial of the question which
is to occupy Little Rock and White River.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Major-General Canby, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral
Porter, V . S. Navy, acknowledging the prompt compliance with
his request for cooperation in the Gulf.

Hdqrs. Military Division or West Mississippi,
New Orleans, July 10, I86J1..

Admiral: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the 1st instant (in reply to mine of the 24th
ultimo), in which you inform me that the monitors Chickasaw and
Wmnebago have been sent to cooperate in the shallow water of
Mississippi Sound, " in connection with some operations soon to be
undertaken by your (my) command."
Orders recently received from the headquarters of the Army have

caused the transfer from this division of quite a large number of
troops, in C(msequence of which the force intended for operations
against Mobile has been materially reduced. The ironclads will
however, be able to do good service, and I desire to express my obli-
gations for the promptness with which you were good enough to
comply with my request.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Edw. R. S. Canby,

-o A J 1 T^ TA T, Major-General.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Gommhanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Order of Major-General Steele, U. S. Army, to Colonel Anderson,
u. b. Army, discussing the movement of transport Commereicd
from White River without convoy.

Headquarters Department of Arkansas,
Little Rock, July 12, 1861.

Dear Sir
: I have no objection to the Commercial going out of the

river if the commander of the gunboat fleet thinks it safe, but I can
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not countermand the orders of the Navy Department. It appears
to me that 100 riflemen at St. Charles could do great damage to a
transport without convoy, but I submit the matter to the decision
of Captain Grace, commanding gunboat, who knows better than my-
self whether or not any danger is to be apprehended.

Very respectfully,

G. W. Andekson,
DevalVs Bluf.

F. STEiaLiE, Major-Genercd.

Report of Acting Master Baldwin^ ZJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Romeo, of the capture of a me-mber of the staff of Major-General
Marmaduke, G. S. Army.

U. S. S. Romeo,
Off Island No. 8£, July 13, 1864..

Sir: On the 11th instant I sent an armed force, in charge of Act-
ing Ensign E.. P. Shaw, to the house of Colonel Llewellyn, opposite
this island. The party captured Captain E. B. Burr, of Major-
General Marmaduke's reserve staff, and forwarded him to you per
the U. S. S. Brown.
No documents found upon the captain, but a sick leave of absence.

Very, respectfully, yours,

Thomas Baldwin,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock,
Commandant of Station, Mound City, III.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting
Master Glenney, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Rattler, to pro-

ceed to Hurricane Island and relieve the U. S. S. Forest Rose.

U. S. S. Benton,

Off Natchez, July 13, 186^.

Sir: You will immediately proceed to Hurricane Island and re^

lieve the Forest Rose; coal at that point. The barge there is said to

be in bad condition ; try and save it
;
perhaps a bulkhead might be

built to be of service. If you can do no better, run it into shoal

water and we can shift the coal into another barge when the river

falls;

Upon the return of the Forest Rose, resume your old station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Gomdg. Benton and 6th Dist. Miss.Sq^iadron.

Acting Master D. W. Glennet,
Commanding V. S. 8. Rattler.



4Y4 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy showing the

distribution of vessels in First, Second, Third, andFourth districts.

U. S. S. Kenwood,

Of Morganza, July 13, 186^.

SiK- Since my last communication to you the Winnebago, Chick-

asaw, and General Bragg have gone to New Orleans in obedience to

your orders. I have also sent the Neosho to White River to report

to Lieutenant-Commander Phelps in obedience to an order trom

Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, directed to Lieutenant-Commander

GrrGGr

By the removal of these four vessels, the Second, Third, and Fourth

districts have been greatly impaired in their efficiency, as the rebels

have ceased to have the respect for tinclads they once had. I have

made such alterations in the Second, Third, and Fourth districts as

I think best for the defense of the river, taking care not to move any

vessels out of the districts where you have placed them except m
cases of necessity. The Fort Hindman is now stationed in the Fourth

District on temporary service. I intend ordering one of the boats from

the First District to cruise between Donaldsonville and Plaquemine.

Most of the vessels in the Second, Third, and Fourth districts

are sadly in want of men. At the expiration of one month several

of the vessels will not have men to work their batteries. The Lafay-

ette at the present time is 60 men short. I can only work my forward

and stet-n batteries by shifting my guns' crews. I am now at Mor-
ganza for the purpose of getting some men from the Army, but

think it extremely doubtful as to my success in procuring any. The
vessels of the First, Second, Third, and Fourth districts are stationed

as follows, viz

:

First District.—Alexandria, between New Orleans and Bonnet
Carre; General Price, between Bonnet Carre and College Point;
Argosy between College Point and Donaldsonville.

Second District.—Kenwood, at Baton Rouge, to cruise up or down
as I may direct; Nymph, between Lobdell's Store and Waterloo;
Lafayette, at Bayou Sara; Avenger, at Morgan Bend.
Third District.—Ozark, at Ratliff's Landing, or Head of Tunica

Island; Naiad, 2 miles above Tunica village; Gazelle, at the mouth
of Red River, for the purpose of watching torpedo boats ; Choctaw,
Samson, and carpenter shops, at Acklin's [Ackland's] plantation;

Neosho, 3 miles below Fort Adams (now absent on temporary duty
at "White River)

.

Fourth District—Chillicothe, at Fort Adams; Fort Hindman, in
Dead Man's Bend ; Champion, at Ellis Cliffs.

This is the best distribution I can make until all the absent vessels

return to their respective districts. I regret to inform you, it is

impossible to comply at present with your order to put a chain across
the mouth of Red River, for the simple reason that it is impossible
to procure a chain in this squadron.
The water on the bar at the mouth of Red River does not exceed 3

feet, and, from present appearances, will entirely close up in a short
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time, as the bar seems to be filling out entirely across the mouth of
the river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James P. Foster,
Lieutenant-ComTTucnder.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign
0''Neill, V. S. Navy, to report foi^ duty at Gra-nd Gulf, Miss.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, July 13, I864.

Sir: You will proceed to Grand Gulf with your vessel without
delay and report to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hoel, of the Pitts-

burg, for service, delivering the accompanjdng dispatches.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieut. Comdr., Gomdg. Benton and 6th Dist. Miss. Sqiiadron.

Acting Ensign H. B. O'Neill,
Commanding V. S. S. Curlew.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant Hoel, U. S. Navy, to proceed to Yazoo City on
convoy duty.

U. S. S. Benton,
Off Natchez, July 13, 186^.

Sir: General Slocum, who has gone out from Vicksburg on an
expedition, is in need of rations, and wishes a supply by way of
Yazoo City, and 1 have been called upon to afford convoy to a
transport. I purpose sending the Forest Rose and Curlew, under
your command. You will please start immediately, taking the

Forest Rose from Hurricane Island, to which place I shall send the
Rattler to relieve her.

Upon your arrival at Vicksburg inform the commanding officer

of your arrival, also Colonel Kodgers, General Slocum's acting ad-
jutant-general. Hurry up the matter and get back as soon as possi-

ble, sending the Curlew down to me wil:h your report. It is hardly
necessary to tell you to be prudent. I think you had better take your
quarters on the Forest Rose, as she has had so many changes among
her officers, the men will need a strong ruling hand.

Captain Johnston can go on board the Rattler till you return, if

desirable.

The coal barge at Hurricane Island is said to be badly damaged

;

for that reason let the Curlew, etc., coal there. Advise the captain

of the Rattler about saving the barge, I send a letter for Colonel
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Kodgers, which please. deliver. Do not delay one moment for cotton

or anything of that kind.
, ,. , .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A- (jtReeRj

Lieut. Comdr., Crnidg. Benton and 5th DM. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. R. Hoed,
ComTTumding L.S.S. Pittsburg.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, V. S. Navy, to Major-

General Slocum, U. S. Army, acceding to request for convoy of a

transport to Yazoo City.
-.--r r^ o t.^
U. S. S. Benton,

Off Natchez, July 13, 1864..

Colonel: I have this morning received your letter of the 11th

instant, asking for convoy to a transport to go to Yazoo City with

rations for General Slocum. T send up the Forest Rose and Curlew,

in command of Captain Hoel, who will confer with you on the

subject.

I would like the boats back as soon as possible, as 1 need them m
this district.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Geeee,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Lieutenant-Colonel H. C. Eodgees,
Assistant Adjutant-GeTieral

General Slocum''s Staff, Vicksburg, Miss.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, TJ . S. Navy, regarding the

commissioning of V. S. steamers General Grant, Genercd Sherman,
General Bumside, and General Thomas.

U. S. S. Moose,
Ohio River, July 14, 1864-

Sra: I have the honor to report that the U. S. steamers General
Grant and General Sherman will be put in commission on Wednes-
day, the 20th proximo, and go into active service.

The other two—the General Bumside and General Thomas—^will

follow in a day or so after.

The General Thamas has bfen patrollinff the river for some weeks,
but not regularly in commission. She will now be relieved by the
Grant and Sherman, get her regular battery, officers, etc., and go
into commission regularly.

All the boats have their complete complement of officers, lists of
which will be sent in very soon, together with muster rolls, etc.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Rot Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Order of Fleet Captain Pennock^ ZI. S. Navy, to commanding officer

of the V. S. S. New National, to proceed with mail and supplies
for the fleet.

Mound City, Jxdy 15, 1864.

Sir: You will proceed down river, carrying the mails and stores
for the fleet.

Take convoy past dangerous places going and coming, and if you
are attacked by the rebels, do not stop to fight, but proceed on.
After performing the above duty, you will return to this place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Commanding Officer, U. S. S. New National.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Woods, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Kickapoo,
to proceed to mouth of Red River.

July 15, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed with the vessel under your command to the
mouth of Bed River and report to Lieutenant-Commander J. P.
Foster, to iTelieve the Neosho. In case Captain Foster is not at the

mouth of Eed River, you will report to the senior officer at that place

and report to Captain Foster by letter.

In going down the river you will keep a bright lookout, and keep
your vessel in readiness in case of attack.

Do not run in the night when there is any possibility of running
aground, and never tie up to the bank.

Respectfully, etc.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant D. C. "Woods,
Commanding Kickapoo.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Foster, tl. S. Navy, to send the TJ. S. S. Neosho for duty
in White River.

July 15, 1864.

Sir: Upon the arrival of the Kickapoo, you will send the Neosho
up to report to Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps for duty in the

Seventh District (White River).

Respectfully, etc.,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. P. Foster,
CoTmnaTiding 1st, £d, 3d, and Jfth Districts Miss. Squadron.
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Re-port of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, V. S. Ncwy, regarding

affairs of his district.

U. S. GtJNBOAT Hastings,

White River Station, July 15, 186^.

Sir : The Neosho has just come in sight below. I sent the B back

for her night before last, and she is coming, towed by that vessel.

Ten days have elapsed since the SiJ>yl passed down, and the distance

the Neosho has come up is only about 400 miles. I do not know the

tenor of your orders in regard to her. The Mound City has been

here five days, but the stage of water in White Kiver is not sufficient

for her to go up many miles, and we have had a heavy convoy here

Avhich could not go till the Neosho arrived, by which delay stock and
cavalry horses have been much injured. I have felt it necessary to

detain the Peri for this trip, on account of the threatening appear-

ances along White Eiver and the value of the transportation going

;

she will come out at once and proceed to her station. I have urged
Captain Pattison to hurry the repairs on the Exchange and send her
down to me. No advices have been received from the last convoy
sent up. Firing occurred during the first night and following morn-
ing after it left, heard by the soldiers on shore. I had no force to
send up to ascertain the cause, as it will not do to permit a single
tinclad to run on the river now. They should go at least in pairs.
Two more are much needed. The Tennessee is low now, and I pre-
sume th0 vessels can not navigate it to much purpose for awhile.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Poktee, U. S. Navy,
Com,manding Mississippi Squadron.

P. S.—I should add that the amount of supplies, reinforcements,
etc., going forward to General Steele is much larger than usual.

S. L. Phelps.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding
request of Major-General Slocum, U. S. Army, for' convoy of a
transport to Yazoo City.

U. S. S. Benton,

c T 1 .u 1, . • ^ ^^ Natchez, July 16, 1861am
:
l have the honor to mform you that a few days ago I received

a communication from the assistant adjutant-general of General Slo-
cum, commanding district of Vicksburg, stating that General Slocum
had gone on an expedition toward Jackson, and wished to be supplied
with rations by way of Yazoo City, and asking for convoy for the
boat. As it seemed to require immediate attention, instead of re-lemng the matter to Captain Owen, in whose district the Yazoo is,
I s&nt the I* orest Rose and Curlew, under the command of Actinc
\olunteer Lieutenant Hoel, of the Pittshurg, to Vicksburg, there tS

V,T "^fi"-! . .i.°''^'*?''-7
authorities in regard to the trip up the

I^aL^ ,lt t^ere information was received that General Slocumhad gone to the southward instead of toward Yazoo City, and had
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struck the Mississippi Kiver at Grand Gulf. This obviated the neces-

sity of sending up Yazoo Eiver, and Captain Hoel returned imme-
diately to the district with the boats.

I enclose a copy of a letter addressed to Captain Hoel by General
Slocum's assistant adjutant-general.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. a. Gkeer,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

Headquarters District of Vicksbtjrg,

Vicksburg, Miss., July 15, 1864-

Captain: I have the honor to inform you that General Slocum
has arrived with his command near Grand Gulf, [Miss.]. It will

therefore not be necessary to send any supplies up the river or detain

your command longer at this point. Permit me, in behalf of the

major-general commanding, to thank you for the prompt manner
in which you responded to my call for assistance.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. C. RODGERS,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain Hoel, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Forest Rose arid Curlew.

Note.—Captain Hoel was sent by me to take charge of the expe-

dition referred to.

James A. Greer.

Order of Lieutenant-Com^mander Greer, V. S. Navy, to Acting

Ensign O'Neill, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Curlew, for

special duty on FairchiWs Island, Miss.

U. S. S. Benton,

Off Natchez, July 16, 1861

Sir : I wish you to clean out the lower end of Fairchild's Island.

Give these people forty-eight hours to leave, then destroy the shanty.

Do not touch the main house on the island, occupied by a man
named Mathers. Watch that point closely ; also about Waterproof.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and Fifth Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Ensign H. B. O'Neill,
Commanding TJ. S. S. Curlew.

[Telegram. ]

Mound Citt, July 16, 1864.

(Received 18th.)

Phelps reports that the enemy has crossed the Arkansas at South

Bend. He thinks Devall's Bluff is the present point to be attacked,
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and asks for two more tinclads, as not less than three in company

should move on the river, and to do the duty of convoy requires two

lets of boats. The river is falling and only light-draft boats can

navigate above Prairie Landing.
^ ^ Pennock.

Commandant of Station.

Kear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Perth Amboy.

Letter from Maior-Gemral Steele, U. S. Army, to Acting Master

Grace, V. S. Nawy, advising that transports be convoyed out of

White River at once, and giving the location of the enemy.

LiriLE Rock, Abk., July 18, 1864—9:13 a. m.

Captain- I know of no force of the enemy threatening Devall's

Bluff at present. I think it is best for you to convoy the transports

out of the river and return as soon as practicable. Please let me

know when you will start. There are rumors of General Taylor s

approaching Monticello with 15,000 men. About 1,500 of Shelbys

men are on this side of White River in the neighborhood of Searcy.

The rest of his forces are principally at Jacksonport and Augusta,

a few miles back from the river.

Feed. Steele,
Major-General.

Captain J. R. Grace,
Commanding Gunboat Fleet, DevalVs Bluff.

Report of Acting Master Dennis, U. S. Navy, senior officer in charge

of Eighth District, regarding location of vessels, and desiring

further iiistructions.

VS. S. S. Huntress, July 19, 186^.

Sir: When Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Mitchell, commander of

the Eighth District, left my vessel on his leave of absence, he directed

me as the senior officer on duty in the district to receive and forward
all official papers coming from subordinates to his address, and also

when the Carondelet returned to the district from White River, to

station the vessels as they had been previous to the temporary with-

drawal of that vessel by Lieutenant-Commander Phelps. I have up
to this time conformed to those orders of Lieutenant-Commander
Mitchell, and the vessels are again at their stations, viz : The Caron-
delet between Memphis and Osceola; the New Era between Osceola
and Tiptonville, and the Huntress between Tiptonville and Columbus.

I am now desirous of further instructions from the commander
of the Mississippi Squadron as to my future conduct. I shall con-
tinue to receive and forward papers from the Carondelet and New
Era as heretofore until further orders, and keep the commandants
of those vessels instructed as to the duties required of them, so far
as I have been informed thereof by Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John S. Dennis.
Acting Master, Com/manding V. S. S. Huntress,

Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock.
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Report of Assistant Quartermaster Brooks, Marine Brigade, making
statements regarding its organization and usefulness.

New Albany, JvZy 19, 1864-.

General : When I had the pleasure of meeting you at your office
on the 8th instant, we had some conversation on the subject of the
Mississippi Marine Brigade, its usefulness, management, etc. On
leaving, you requested me to put the substance of my remarks in writ-
ing and send to you, which I shall now do as near as I can recollect it.

The idea of such an organization was well conceived ; it can do a
work in keeping the river clear of guerrillas which can not be done
in any other way without a large and almost impracticable expendi-
ture of men and money.
When the organization was authorized in December, 1862, there

was a necessity of it being got to work as soon as possible. General
EUet was ordered to recruit the men for it, as men could not then be
detached from other service for that. Eecruiting was difficult, and
was progressing so slowly that the boats were likely to remain for
some time idle for the want of men, when an order was obtained to
recruit from convalescents from the hospitals.
This was done, and has been of great disadvantage to the fleet.

Many of the men thus recruited, though thought to be fit for that
duty, were found to be unserviceable. Many more had contracted the
lazy and vicious habits which are found among the loungers about
our hospit&,ls, and the result was that the brigade started out with
very poor material for a good command. I think much that has been
said to disparage the command has not resulted so much from fault
or inefficiency on the part of the officers, as from the kind of men
of which it is composed. Notwithstanding these defects, I doubt
if any portion of the Army, in proportion to the cost of men and
money to the Government, has accomplished more. I doubt whether,
without this, the navigation of the Mississippi could have been kept
open.

The boats have been kept running up and down the river, landing
at points most infested by guerrillas, and following them into the
interior and scattering and cutting them up. At points where the

people have been in the habit of harboring them, they have occasion-

ally landed and, after driving off the guerrillas, burned the houses
or villages. Where points in the river have been particularly infested

and subject to frequent attacks of these men, it has been necessary at

times to station one or more boats to keep the river clear. This kind
of service, though very necessary and useful, is not the kind which
makes much noise in the newspapers. The brigade could be made
more efficient and useful with the present number of boats by increas-

ing the number of men in the command without a large increase of

expenditure.
Kespectfully, yours, James Brooks,

Assistant Quartermaster.

General M. C. Meigs,
Quartermaster-General, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Brigadier-General Gordon, V. S. Army, regarding condi-

tions in White River and vicinity.

Steamer Continental,
Mouth of White River, July 19, 1864.

General: I arrived at the mouth of the river to-night. Captain
Phelps, commanding naval boats, reports that communication with
Devall's Bluff is open and undisturbed. Rumors of troops concen-
trating at Batesville and Jacksonport reach him. I have this same
information through intercepted letters in possession of General
Washburn. Object, to invade Missouri. Captain Phelps has rumors
of a pontoon train being laid across the Arkansas at Arkansas Post.
He thinks that this may mean to occupy St. Charles, on White River.
He estimates the force at Arkansas Post at from 5,000 to 6,000.

General Steele telegraphs that it is rumored that General Dick
Taylor is at Monticello. I have seen General Lee, who arrived here
yesterday. He received the impression that General Steele's com-
munications are not endangered. Having just arrived, I do not know
that I can give any facts other than those mentioned to support my
opinion that Missouri is the theater of rebel action, and that General
Steele's communications are no more threatened than they were a
month ago. The presence of a rebel force on the right or left bank of
the Arkansas would threaten but not endanger General Steele's com-
munications. But one battery has arrived. I shall send word to
General Bailey to hold himself in readiness to move when sent for.
I will advise you of any further facts and of all movements.

I am, general, very truly, yours,

Geo. H. Gordon.
Major-General Canbv,

Commanding Military Division of West Mississippi.

Letter from Li^utenant-Commxmder Phelps, V. S. Navy, to Maior-
General bteele, U. S. Army, regarding conditions in White River.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
Off Mouth of White River, July m, 1864.

General: I enclose a communication which, in some way, wasoverlooked when the last convoy went up. In Various ways I learnthat the enemy IS in occupation of Arkansas Post, and is makingpreparations which appear to point to the making of that post fsecure place of retreat across the Arkansas. I do not doubt thatnumerous Pfrties of rebels are crossing White Rive?. It would seJmto me equally probable that the enemy may design interrupt n- VOiScommunications or going to Missouri.' In either^^-ent hi will ocJupva point on White River, and St. Charles would or shoJ^d beS
aZ; tf'^ Gordon will notify you of the measures he intends toadopt. I am sorry to find that want of water in the river i? mJelv

warfarr^Th' \ro:Jrf'' "^ ^^ ""l^^^
^'""''^ except™^eS

Lve of thi heavTnrlr'' f ?' ^^"^ ^" *^« 1^^^*^^* draft boat weS cS^uStt o'i S?"chTrLtilTTaci'^^^ ""' '"^ "^"* °* ^^'''
We will Datrnl thl ^.rJ^v^l A facilitate your communications,we wui patrol the nver between there and Clarendon with tinclads,



NAVAL FOKCES ON WESTERN WATEBS. 483

and let the transports pass back and forth without convoy. St.
Charles is a strong point, and one which it would be dangerous to
permit the enemy to occupy. If we only had a few good light-draft
gunboats, they, together with the occupation of that point as pro-
posed, would render the navigation of White River secure.
Your letter of the 5th instant only reached me to-day.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps.
Major-General F. Steele, U. S. Army,

Commanding Department of Arkansas.

Letter from Major-General Oanhy, TJ. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding transfers from the Army to the
Navy.

Hdqrs. Military Division or the West Mississippi,

New Orleans, July 21, 186^..

Admiral: Your communication of the 25th ultimo, relating to
transfers from the Army to the Navy and requesting my cooperation
in executing the orders of the Departments on the subject, was re-
ceived a few days ago.

Enclosed please find copies of General Orders No. 19, which I be-
lieve will remove any difficulties that may have existed in effecting
these transfers.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ed. R. S. Canby,
Major-General.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gomdg. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship

Black Hawk, off Mound City, III.

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Bums, TJ. S. Army, regarding coopera-
tion given by the U. S. S. Huntress in scouting expedition on Island
No. 8.

Headquarters Second Subdistrict,

In the Field, New Madrid, Mo., July 21, 186Jf.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the north half of this county
and south half of Mississippi County have been thoroughly scouted
during the last week by parties from this post.

^ ^ ^ * ^ * ^

The party under Lieutenant Burnett were kindly furnished trans-

portation on board the gunboat Huntress (No. 58) by its gentlemanly
and patriotic commander. Captain Dennis. Lieutenant Burnett
landed with his detachment on Island No. 8 on the 18th instant, and
moved down the island on foot. He came upon a herd of horses,

most of which had been stolen or forcibly taken by guerrillas on this

side and swam across onto the island, where three members of the
bushwhacking fraternity were guarding them. The bushwhackers
escaped, but 18 horses were captured. In the evening the detach-
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ment with the horses captured, reembarked on board the gun^at

S'the foot of the island, and arrived here the ^me night The

aeSegate result of the several movements is 2 bushwhackers kdled

anfl horses and mules captured and turned over to the quarter-

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John T. Bukkis,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Subdistrict.

Brigadier-General Thomas Ewing, Jr.,

Commanding St. Louis District, St. Louts, Mo.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Nwoy, requesting

additioid tinclads for protection of White River and reporting

the reoccupation of Arkansas Post by the enemy.

U. S. S. Hastings, July ^2, 1864.

Sib: Since my last communication I have been up White River

with a large fleet of transports, which I accompanied until safelv

past Clarendon. The Neosho and Peri continued up to Devall s

Bluff. The former has orders to leave there this morning to descend

to St. Charles, where she will remain as long as there is water to

float hep in the river.
.

The Peri I have ordered to proceed to her station below. Four
tinclads are now in Wliite River. A brigade of troops has gone up
to occupy St. Charles and another is ordered up from Vicksburg to

repair to the same post.

These brigades, with the gunboats, will probably be able to hold

St. Charles against any force the enemy can bring to attack thern.

The Mound City will guard the river from its mouth to Prairie

Landing, from whence to St. Charles there is not much danger of

attack by the enemy. From St. Charles to Clarendon the stream

must be heavily patrolled, and I have not the requisite force of light

vessels. This vessel, I find, when filled with coal, will not pass over

less than 5^ feet water, and she is already shut out of "V\^ite River.

Two additional tinclads are indispensable in this emergency.
The enemy has reoccupied Arkansas Post and has built a pontoon

bridge, pointing to operations of a more permanent character than
the temporary interference with General Steele's communications, as

if, in case of reverse, a means of retreat is secured. From all sources
I learn that the enemy contemplates the blockade of White River
when he is fully ready for it and other operations. He is undoubtedly
crossing considerable forces in small parties to the east side of the
river, possibly with designs on Missouri.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Letter from, Rear-AdmArdl Porter, U. S. Navy, to the chief quarter-
master at St. Louis, offering cooperation in proposed plan for
supplying Fort Gibson.

Perth Amboy, N. J., J^ily 22, 186^.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication
proposing a way in which Fort Gibson and vicinity can be supplied.

I heartily approve of your method and will render all the assis-

tance in my power.
The Arkansas River should never be used, as it is very treacherous

and navigable only about six weeks in the year.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Colonel L. B. Parsons,
Chief Quartermaster, St. Louis, Mo.

Letter from the chief quartermaster at Nashville, Tenn., to Major-
General Sherman, U. S. Army, suggesting the necessity of a Navy
patrol in the Gwmberlwnd and Termessee rivers.

Nashville, July 22, 186^..

Would it not be well for you to call the attention of the navy
commander to the necessity of patrolling the Cumberland from
Smithland to foot of Ingram's Shoals, near Canton, and the Ten-
nessee from the mouth to terminus of Northwestern road? We are
beginning to do a great deal of work by this last route, 3,000 sacks
of grain, for example, received this a. m., and it is very important
to us now that the Cumberland is down. I patrol the river with my
gunboats from Nashville to Ingram's Shoals. The address of the
naval commander is Captain Le Roy Fitch, commanding division

gunboats, Smithland, Ky.
J. L. Donaldson,

Major-General Sherman.
Chief Quartermaster.

Report of Lieutenant-Commuinder Owen, U. 8. Nawy, regarding the

simMng of steamer B. M. Runyan and rescue of passengers by
U. S. S. Prairie Bird; also referring to steam,er R. E. Hill.

U. S. S. Louisville.

Off Skiprnth's Landing, July 23, 1861
Sir: A few guerrillas on both banks of the river still continue to

annoy the steamers. The B. M. Runyan, with some 500 passengers

—

soldiers and citizens—ran on a snag and sunk at the foot of Island

No. 84. The Prairie Bird happened to be near and succeeded in

saving about 350. About 150 were drowned. I will send all Govern-
ment stores to the quartermaster at Memphis or Vicksburg, and all

private trunks, boxes, etc.j to Captain Pennock. I did not permit
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the cotton trading and freight boat R. E. Hill, Mr. Lewis in charge, to

land those supplies at Columbia. The smaller amounts are allowed to

land, in obedience to your order. In my opinion such freighting
boats should not be allowed. Their object is money, and they will

do things that are wrong, notwithstanding their protestations and
letters. I ordered the Tlill to Goodrich or any military post and to
dispose of her cargo, then I would permit her to hunt for cotton.
One hundred men are absolutely required for this district. This
month I lose 28 petty officers, all three-year men.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Comonander, Corrvmanding Sixth District.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Scott, V. S. Navy, regarding
measures for restricting illegal traffic.

U. S. Receiving Ship Siren,
Cairo, III., July 23, 1864.

Slit: In addition to my communication of yesterday, I have the
honor to4-eport that previous to the receipt of your orders there had
crossed from the opposite shores some 50 persons, whom I thought it
my duty to return; for this purpose I used the ship's cutter, taking
care that they took nothing in shape of goods.
Notwithstanding our vigilance, I discovered on the return of the

last cutter a considerable amount of powder on the stem sheets
which must have leaked from a package concealed in the clothing of
some of the women.
There has been a large amount of trade carried on with Kentucky

and Missouri for sometime, and had I considered myself warranted
in interfering with said trade, I should have done so long ago
This morning I have sent an officer with a boat to take possession

of all small boats along the shore. This step I deem important, as
in the three nights past two boats are known to have got awav from
Cairo and gone down the Mississippi at a late hour of night, which
1 do not doubt were smugglers. One of these was last night, the boatcontainmg 4 men. It left the shore some distance below this vessel-

es?a\J^^
™ade, and the boat was fired upon several times, but

At the request of General Meredith I enclose a copy of the orders

rSaVJalthrs^S.*""
''"^^"" ^"' ^^^^"^^^y ^-' b-- «"°-<i

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. ,. _^ ,
John Scott, TJ. S. Navy,

, „ ^ ^^M«^ Volunteer Lieutenant, Gommandina.
A. M. Pennock, ^

Fleet Captain and Commandant Naval Station, Mound City, III.



NAVAL FOECES ON WESTERN WATESS. 487

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, July 23, .1864.

I am just in receipt of the following dispatch from Captain
[Hanson] Rasin, assistant quartermaster, Smithland, Ky.

:

There has been no gunboat here for ten days. About 2,000 tons of valuable
stores here and ouly a small force here. Can you get the admiral to send a
gunboat here? Do you not think it unsafe to leave so large stores at that point
without a guard? Please advise me your action.

Lewis B. Parsons,
Colonel and Chief Quartermaster.

Admiral D. D. Pokter,
Mound City.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, July 23, 186Jf.

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, commanding gunboats on Ohio
River, will station a gunboat at Smithland if its services are not
urgently required elsewhere, which I have no doubt is the case at

present. I do think a sufficient number of troops should be kept
at Smithland at all times to protect the stores under charge of the

quartermaster.
A. M. Pennock,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Naval Station.

Colonel L. B. Parsons,
Chief Quartei^master, St. Louis, Mo.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master Bald-
win, if. S. Navy, in view of the escape of a prisoner from, tramsport

W. H. Brown.

Mound Crrr, July 23, 1861
SiE : Your communication of the 13th instant, stating the capture

of Captain E. B. Burr, of Major-General Marmaduke's staff, and that

you had forwarded him by the steamer Brown, has been received.

I enclose herewith General Order No. 184,* in regard to sending

prisoners of Avar on board transports. If you have ever received this

order, why was it not obeyed ? If you have not received it before,

I wish now to call your particular attention to it, and which here-

after must be strictly adhered to.

The prisoner above named jumped overboard and escaped.

Very respectfully,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Comm,andant of Station.

Acting Master Thomas Baldwin,
Commanding V. S. S. Romeo.

* See p. 448.
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Report of Lieutenant-Commiaiider Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding as-

signment of a commanding officer to one of the hoots under con-

struction at Bridgeport, Ala.

U. S. S. Moose,
Evansville, Ind., July £4, 1864.

Sir: I would respectfully state that I have detached Acting Volun-
teer Lieutenant H. A. Glassford from the U. S. S. Reindeer, and
ordered him over to Bridgeport, Ala., to take command of one of the

new boats there.

I want good reliable men there to command, and those that have
had experience in breaking in and drilling new crews. I was defi-

cient one commanding officer for these boats, and knew of no more
reliable one than Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford, who has
since he has been under my command certainly displayed great
energy and shown himself worthy of all confidence.

All the boats at Bridgeport now have their complete complement
of officers, except acting assistant surgeons ; there are but two there.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 10 Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, V. S. Navy, regarding oper-
ations against Confederates in vicinity of Uniontown, Ky. -

U. S. S. MoosE,
Evansville, July 24, 1864-

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have just returned from
Uniontown, Ky., where I have been for some time watching the move-
ments of guerrillas.

This portion of Kentucky is now swarming with these guerrillas,
and they are getting in such large squads that I am afraid to leave
this part of the river for the present, for fear they will do serious
damage. I will therefore return at once as soon as I lighten up the
boat so as to get over the bars.
Three different forces of cavalry have been sent here for the pur-

pose of clearing out the guerrillas, but they have always been them-
selves defeated and driven off.

The river is going to be very low this year, lower, I think, than it
has been for years; even now there is less water than last year as
late as September. Notwithstanding the low stage of water, I hope
to be able to keep the river clear, and if I fail it will not be for want
or exertion.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
LieuterMnt-Commander, Comdg. 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.
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Report of Rear-Admival Porter^ V. S. Navy^ trammitting reports
regarding the sinking of the V. S. S. Undine, July 25, 1864.

Perth Amboy, August 16, 1864.

Sm: I have the honor to send you a report of the sinking of the
Undine (gunboat), which went down on a snag in the Tennessee
Eiver. She was finally raised and got afloat by the exertions of her
officers under circumstances which reflect great credit on her com-
mander.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Ad7mral.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosure.]

Mound Citt, III., August 7, 1864.

Sir : In forwarding the enclosed report to the commander in chief,

I take great pleasure in testifying to the professional skill and ability

displayed by Acting Master John L. Bryant, commanding the U. S. S.

Undine, in saving his vessel from total destruction. Upon arriving

at Clifton, I found that he had already built a bulkhead around the

creek, had \anded his stores, guns, and ammunition, that he had taken
some 60 bales of cotton and built a substantial breastwork and
mounted his guns. Had it not been for Captain Bryant, I am of

the opinion that the commanding officer of the troops would have
surrendered to Colonel Biffle.

The bow of the Undine was in 14 feet of water, her stem ashore in

2^ feet, while her knuckle amidships rested upon a log. He had
rigged spars and hoisted her bows up until all her lines were straight,

and this saved her from breaking in two.

In this connection I wish to bring to the notice of the admiral the

faithful and efficient manner in which the officers and crew of the

Undine worked and stood by their vessel.

My thanks are due to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jason Goudy
and Acting Ensign Charles Swendson, of the U. S. S. Fairy, for

valuable assistance upon this occasion.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding 8th and 9th Districts.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Confimanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron.

[Subenclosure.]

U. S. S. Undine,
Pojducah, Ky., August 4, 1864.

Sir : It becomes my painful duty to report that the U. S. S. Undine,

under my command, was sunk off Clifton, Tenn., on the afternoon

of the 25th of July, 1864.

While backing off from landing, she struck a snag. I immediately

rigged spars and used every effort to get her afloat, but without sue-
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cess. Her head swung off, and I then found that her hull was resting

upon a log about amidships, the roots of which had penetrated

through her bottom, and was rapidly filling with water and sinking.

I immediately set all hands at work pumping and bailing, but hav-

ing no steam pump except the doctor, which threw but very little

water, the leak gained upon us. On finding it evident that my efforts

to keep her from sinking would be fruitless, I turned my attention to

dismounting howitzers and landing ammunition and other stores,

and also dispatched the cutter, with Acting Ensign I. P. Neave and
four men, to Jacltsonville, with a dispatch to senior naval officer

present for immediate assistance. At 2.25 p. m. she went down in

19 feet of water at her bow, and 4 feet at her stem.
I succeeded in saving nearly all ammunition and ordnance stores.

On the 26th at 9.30 p. m. I sent a second dispatch by a citizen in

a canoe, and also a telegram to be sent to Lieutenant-Commander
James W. Shirk, commanding Eighth and Ninth districts Mississippi
Squadron.
The commander of the post took two of my howitzers to the stock-

ade. I dispatched a squad of men to mount them, as the rebels under
Colonel Biffle were reported surrounding the place and about to
attack it. On the 26th I mounted two guns on the bank, which com-
manded the roads leading to the river, and also commanded the west
side of the Tennessee River.

As far as had been ascertained, the injury to the vessel is a hole
in her bottom 2 feet long, extending fore and aft, and on the star-
board side of the keelson.

July 27.—Removing coal and casemates from around the boiler and
removing all stores and ammunition from the shore to a house on the
banks; rigged spars to support her bow, and building bulkhead and
making pumps.
July 28.—Removing iron from around boilers and clearing ship

of coal. At 12
: 20 p. m. the U. S. S. Elfin came up the river, bringing

Actmg Ensign I. P. Neave and 4 men, who were sent in the cutter
with a dispatch to Johnsonville. At 2 o'clock the EUn returned
down the river.

July 29.—A\\ hands engaged in building bulkhead, removing coal,
and fishing stores from fore hold.
July 30:—At 6 :30 a. m. a flag of truce was sent in by Colonel Biffle,

commanding Confederate forces near Clifton, Tenn.,to Major [James
M.] Dickerson, with a demand for the immediate surrender of the
town and troops stationed therein, giving Major Dickerson twenty
minutes to decide, and requesting him to notify all citizens to leave
the place, as he intended to shell it immediately. The demand was
not complied with.

I immediately set to work and mounted the remaining four how-
itzers and building breastworks of cotton, which was at hand, having
all completed at 2

: 30 p. m. No attack was made, but the officers and
men remained with their guns during the remainder of the dav and
night. •'

July 31.—The U. S. S. Fairy and steamer Little Champion came
up the river to our assistance. The Fairy brought Lieutenant-Com-
mander James W. Shirk and Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J Goudy
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The Champion brought, with her a submarine pump, which was im-
mediately rigged, and at 10 : 20 commenced pumping our ship, gain-
ing on her slowly. At 4 : 30 p. m. succeeded in raising her gun deck
above water. The crew engaged in building an extra bulkhead,
continued pumping, and building bulkhead all night.
August 1.—Finished bulkhead, cut away her bottom around the

log, and sawed it in two, and had her afloat at 11 : 45 a. m. ; detached
the submarine pump and set two siphon pumps to work, moved out
into deep water and made fast to the U. S. S. Elfin^ which vessel
came up early the same morning. Crew engaged in removing on
board small stores and ammunition. The Elfin took on board the
howitzers and ammunition. At 8 : 45 the U. S. S. Fairy got underway
and proceeded down the river with Lieutenant-Commander Shirk
on board.
During the night the vessel leaked but very little. In the morning,

August 2, finished loading stores, and at 11 : 30 got underway and
proceeded down the river, the Elfin and Champion following. She
leaked very little coming down.

I am, sir, very respectfuUj', your obedient servant,

John L. Bryant,
Acting Master, U. S. Navy, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk, U. S. Navy,
Commanding 8th and 9th Districts Mississippi Squadron.

Ofder of Fleet Captain Pennoch, V. S. Navy, to Acting blaster

Sebastian, U. S. Navy, to assume command of U. S. receiving ship
Grampus, at Cincinnati.

July 25, 1864.

Sir : By direction of Bear-Admiral Porter you are hereby detached

from the Siren and' will proceed without delay to Cincinnati, Ohio,

and assume command of the receiving ship Graanpus.

The commanding officer, upon your talring command, will turn

over to you all orders and public documents he may have in his pos-

session.

EespectfuUy, yours, A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Conwnamdant of Station.

Acting Master Benj. Sebastian,
V. S. S. Siren, Cairo, III.

Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Colonel Donald-

son, U. S. Army, regarding navy patrol of the Cumberland River.

Hdqrs. Military Division of the Mississippi,

In the Field, Near Atlanta, Ga., July 25, 186Jf.

Make proper representations to Commander Le Koy Fitch or Ad-
miral Porter as to the necessity of patrolling the Cumberland River

below Harpeth, and they will give it the most respectful considera-

tion. You may say that I have referred you to them, as I have no

personal knowledge of the stage of water or dangers to be guarded
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against, nor of the relative importance of that as to other parts of our

inland navigation.
-rxr m oW. T. Sherman,

Major-General, Commanding.

Colonel Donaldson,
Nashville.

Letter from Major-General Canly, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Com-

mander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, giving informMion of Confederate

movements in Red River and elsewhere.

Hdqbs. Military Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, July m, 186^.

Sir : We learn from various sources that a considerable rebel force

has been moving down the Red River since the 20th instant, and from

rebel papers east of the Mississippi that General E. K. Smith has

been ordered to reinforce the rebel army at Atlanta. I do not believe

that any such attempt will be made to cross the river, but it is proper

that the navaJ officers on the river should be advised of these reports.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Captain Ramsay, U. S. Navy,
Convmanding District, Mouth of Red River.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, regarding
transactions in cotton.

U. S. S. LaFayette, July 27, 186^..

Sir : At the present time there is a great deal of cotton coming in

at Bayou Sara and Fort Adams, by the consent of the Confederate
Government, to parties who have made an agreement with said Gov-
ernment to ship cotton on conditions that they pay 30 or 40 cents per
pound to the Confederate Government on all brought in. No others

than those parties having contracts with the Confederate Government
are allowed to ship cotton.

The planters and small speculators in cotton are, by this arrange-
ment thrown out, making the whole thing a monopoly.
Up to this time, I have allowed all cotton to come in, in obedience

to your order, where I found the permits all right, and will continue
to do so until I hear from you, with the exception of the large Gov-
ernment contractors, as you readily perceive that by this arrangement
a large revenue is thrown into the hands of the Confederate Govern-
ment. It is rumored that this cotton is paid for in sterling exchange
and gold ; but I can not establish this fact legally.

It is immaterial how this cotton is paid for immediately, as, if paid
for in greenbacks, they are forwarded to New Orleans and converted
into gold and sterling exchange.
Would I be justified in arresting parties coming through the rebel

lines with large amounts of greenbacks if I have reason to believe
they intend to exchange for parties in the Confederacy?
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The rebels have always seized parties having greenbacks (in the
vicinity of the Lafaxjette) and taken their money from them, giving
evidence that the Treasury notes are not permitted to circulate. The
idea that the planters may become interested in our Government by
having our money is a fallacy, as they are not permitted to use the
money if so inclined, and my observation proves to me that few are
so inclined. I have had an opportunity to form a correct opinion
upon this subject, and these are my convictions.

Believing, as I do, that nearly all the greenbacks that are sent into
the Confederacy are thus converted into a means to prosecute the
war, I can not conscientiously permit these large transactions to take
place without your especial order. I have thought that you have not
had information in relation to the actual state of things existing
between these speculators and the Confederate Government. I have
reason to believe that much of the rebel Government's interest in
some of this cotton is paid for directly in gold.
As individuals are not permitted to send cotton into our lines, I

suspect that most of the cotton brought in is cotton purchased or
seized at a nominal price and sold to speculators at a large price. A
man engaged in speculating in cotton, in the past, who has just re-

turned from Woodville, Miss., told me that all the cotton sent in on
the large contracts is forwarded and entirely superintended by the
regular agents of the rebel Government, and that the cotton belongs
to the rebel Government. As all the parties to these transactions

(except the speculators) live within the rebel lines, I find it im-
possible to obtain sufficient evidence to make a clear case in law.

I have no doubt that nearly all cotton now coming in, in this De-
partment, is directly or indirectly made the means of sustaining the

rebel armies operating against this portion of the Mississippi Kiver.

The subject must be but imperfectly understood by our Govern-
ment ; and unless some method is adopted to make the action of the
Army and Navy uniform in enforcing trade regulations, our efforts

to suppress illicit trading will prove ineffectual.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James P. Foster,
Liewt. Comdr., Comdg. 2d Dist, Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
CommMnding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Quartermaster Parsons, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-

Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding the necessity of prompt
convoy service.

Quaktermastee's Department,
OmcE OF General Superintendent of Transpoetation,

St. Louis, July 27, I864.

Sm: Your favor of July 12 is received and contents noted. I trust

you wiU not think that I am complaining in that I occasionally write

you relative to convoys. You will readily understand that com-
plaints or suggestions would be forwarded to me by all Army officers

in charge of transportation as well as steamboat men, and that I

should as naturally refer them to you or the admiral at Mound City.
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I am now in receipt of letters from three different officers, urgently

enquiring if something can be done to prevent the detention ot boats

for convoys, and showing that there are about' twenty on White

Kiver, and, in consequence of which, it is extremely difficult to send

stores and supplies from Helena, Memphis, and other points. In

addition to this, the expense of detention of these boats to the trov-

crnment is an average of probably $300 per day for each one, and

if twenty boats are detained the expense to the Government is from

five to six thousand dollars per day. I have no doubt everything is

being done in your power and consistent with your means, but con-

sidering the importance of the subject and the expenditure, is it not

advisable to increase the means, so that convoys, if necessary, may
be sent as boats arrive ? If this can not be done, would it not do if

two or three gunboats be stationed at different and dangerous points

and boats be permitted to proceed without convoys ?

Knowing that you are fully as anxious as I am to facilitate the

service, I leave the matter in your hands, hoping that some remedy
may be applied at an early day. I have sent a copy of this letter to

Captain Pennock at Mound City.

"Very respectfully, Lewis B. Parsons,
ColoTiel and Chief. Qm/r. 'Western, River Transportation.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps, U. S. Navy,
Mouth of 'White River., Ark.

[Telegram.]

Little Eock, July 27, 186^..

Any news of Fagan? Commander Phelps writes that part or all

his troops have crossed the Arkansas and that Arkansas Post is occu-

pied by the enemy. General Lee writes General Andrews that rebel

troops have gone to Prairie Landing and that another force has
struck White Kiver above St. Charles. I don't believe any of these

stories. Fleet just in. Report says that Sherman has possession ol
Atlanta ; his guns commanded the place. Shelby is reported by de-
serters at Batesville with his command. There is also a report from
General Andrews that Fagan has returned to Camden. By flag of
truce yesterday I learned that there was a considerable force this

side of Camden.
F. Steele,

Major-General.
Colonel P. Clayton,

Pine Bluff.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps^ V. S. Navy, regarding
affairs in vicinity of White River.

U. S. S. Hastings, July 28, 186^.

Sir: No serious attack has yet been made upon the White River
communications. The enemy occupy Arkansas Post and have con-
structed a pontoon bridge at that post. Some of Fagan's force left
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there, proceeding north, apparently with a view to cutting the Little

Kock Railroad, out nothing is heard of these men as yet, and the sup-
position must be that the movement was a failure from some cause
or that the force has been quietly moved toward Missouri. Mean-
while my supposition that considerable numbers of the enemy were
crossing AVhite River in small detachments proves to have been
pretty well groiHided, as the presence of a large force about Helena
proves. I have sent the Tyler to cruise in the immediate vicinity

of Helena, for the double purpose of protecting the Osage and as-

sisting in the defense of the town. The drums in the rebel camp
were heard yesterday morning in the fortifications at Helena. The
enemy crossed considerable quantities of munitions of war from the

east to west bank of the Mississippi at Buck Island, 25 miles below
here. He was four days in getting across. There is no gunboat
except the Tyler between here and White River, and she at that

time was cruising below Helena.
General Price is now at Monticello with 15,000 troops. From that

point he can readily strike the Mississippi or Arkansas rivers, and
the reappearance of artillery on the former indicates the purpose of

the enemy in moving to the position taken. Prairie Landing, on
White River, is a threatened point, and for a considerable time yet

there will be water for ironclads to that place, and I deem it neces-

sary to retain both the Mound City and Neosho so long as they can

go there. St. Charles being occupied by our troops secures an im-

portant position, and the gunboats will hold the other while there

is water. It* is not unlikely that the enemy will make a dash upon
the river at Napoleon.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Com/mander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Portek, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from TJeutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Major
Christensen, U. S. Army, regarding the steamer Rob Roy.

Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., July 31, 1864.

Dear Major : A batch of documents just arrived from your head-

quarters relative to the Roh Roy going up Red River, etc., containing

in one of them a remark of General Banks about not being able to

trust naval officers, ought to be attended to at once; but as the admiral

is awajj^ on leave and will not return for some time, I take this means

of informing you privately about the matter that you may let the

general (Canby) know. Captain Griffin has an order from the

President similar to the one General Canby saw at Red River in the

possession of Mr. Casey, and which can't be got over by military men
when presented. I believe General Banks to be aware of this, as he

certainly was of Mr. Casey's. I think there is no doubt that the

allegations against the Rob Roy are perfectly correct, only that the

supplies are to come from New Orleans, sent to the Atchafalaya,
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and carried by the Rob Roy to their destination. This I was in-

formed by one of Casey's party, who have abandoned- their specula-

tion as they were unable to compete with Griffin ; that is, greenbacks
versus half supplies delivered as above and half sterling exchange.

It was the intention, I am told, of Captain GriflSn to get his vessel

over the bar and allow her to be caught by the falling river. I have
written to Foster, temporarily commanding at Red River, what I
have heard. As for the Bayou Sara affair, I've no doubt the same
thing is going on, but you may rely upon Foster as being one of the
most honest, upright men in the world, but greatly in disfavor with
the provost-marshal at New Orleans.

Please present my kindest regards to General Canby and such of
his. staff as were with you, and believe me,

Yours, truly, K. R. Beeese,
Lieutenant-Gom/mander, Gomdg.

Major C. T. Christensen,
Assistant Adjutant-General, etc.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Bache,
U. S. Navy, regarding the disposition of ironclads in White River.

Mound City, August 1, 186^..

Sir: You will send the ironclads (except the Neosho) to their sta-
tions when no longer needed in White River. The Neosho will
remain there as long as the water will permit.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Gaptain and Gommandant of Station.

Lieutenant Geo. M. Bache,
Gomdg. U. S. S. Lexington, and

7th Dist. Miss. Squadron {pro tern.).

Order of Fleet Gaptain Pennock, V. S. Navy, to Pilot Birch, com-
manding V. S. S. General Lyon, to proceed with mails and stores
for the fleet.

Mound City, August 1, 186^.
Sir: You will proceed down river, carrying the mails and stores

for the fleet.

Take convoy past dangerous places- going and coming; and if you
are attacked by the rebels, do not stop to fight them but proceed on.

Deliver the two accompanying letters to H. T. Noble, assistant
quartermaster, U. S. Army, at Helena, Ark.
After performing the above duty you will return to this place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Gaptain and Gommatidant of Station.

Commanding Officer U. S. S. General Lyon.
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Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Liexitenant-Gom-
mander SMrk, U. S, Navy, regarding pilots.

August 2, 1864.
Sir: You will please send me all the Mississippi Kiver pilots you

have in your district, substituting Tennessee River pilots for them.
I am very much in need of pilots.

Eespectfully, etc.,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Corwmandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Shirk,
Commanding Eighth and Ninth Districts,

Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, August 2, 1861j..

The MilwauJcee is finished. I turn her over to you for service.

J. B. Hull, Commodore.
Captain A. M. Pennock,

Mound City.

Letter from Lientenant-Cominander Foster, V. S. Navy, to Major-
General Canby, U. S. Army, regarding measures employed for
watching the m^ovements of the enemy in Red River.

U. S. S. Lafayette, Augmt £, 186^.

(Eeceived 7th.)

Sir : Your communication of the 26th ultimo, addressed to Captain
Ramsay, has just come to hand, having been detained at the mouth of

Red River. I immediately gave orders to have a vessel patrol that

portion of the river constantly, and to guard against any attempt on
the part of the enemy to cross at that point. I also gave signals to

have all boats within 10 miles of that point, above and below, to go
to his assistance if necessary. I have also stationed an ironclad to

watch the movements of the enemy at Vidalia. If I can be of any
service to you, I shall be pleased to assist in any movement you may
have in contemplation- on this river.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. p. Foster,

Lieut. Comdr., U. S. Navy, Comdg. M Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commanding Division of West Mississippi.
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Order of Brigadier-General Allen, ZJ. S. Army, to Colonel Parsons,

U. S. Army, to secure gunboat cooperation in Tennessee River.

Office of the Chief Quarteumartee,
Louisville, Ky., August £, 186^.

Colonel: Lieutenant Drake informs me that there are not gun-
boats sufficient to patrol the Tennessee River or to convoy our trans-

ports.

Please confer with the chief naval officer and see if this deficiency

can not be supplied. This is a matter of vital importance.
Very respectfully,

EoBT. Allen,
Brigadier-General and Quartermaster.

Lewis B. Parsons,
Colonel and Chief Qmr. Western Rioer Transportation.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting corre-
spondence regarding gunboats for cooperation with the army in
the Ohio River,

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Hawk, August 2, 186^.

Sir : I enclose herewith a copy of a letter I received to-day and my
answer.

.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Poriter, U. S. Navy.

[Enclosures.]

Assistant Quartermaster-General's Office,
" Cincinnati, Ohio, July 30, 1861^.

Sir : I have been directed by the Secretary of War to get up a fleet
of SIX light-draft boats, to be fitted up with guns, for patrolling the
Ohio River during the low stage of M'ater between Pittsburg and
Louisville.

In consultation yesterday with the governor of the State, it was
suggested that some of the light-draft boats might be temporarily
spared from your squadron, and I accordingly telegraphed^ you to

As most of the light-draft boats are now in the service of the quar-
termaster's department in the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers
carrying freight, it would be of great advantage could we get one or
more boats from the Mississippi Squadron until such time as they
may be in the lower river.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

Th. Savords,
A ssistnnt Quarter-master-General.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain, etc., Cairo, III.
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Mound City, August 2, I864..

Sir: Your communication of July 30 has been received. I take
great pleasure in informing you that there are already seven light-
draft gunboats of the Mississippi Squadron stationed in the Ohio
above Smithland.
These boats are expressly adapted for cruising during low water,

and their commander, Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, now on
board the Moose at Evansville, Ind., will, with pleasure, confer with
the commanding general as to the best disposition to be made of them
for the public good.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Th. Swords,
Assistant Qiiartermaster-General, Cincinnati, OMo.

Report of Lieutenant-Convmander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, transmitting
report regarding recruiting work at Cincinnati.

U. S. S. Moose,
Evansville, Ind., August ^, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a communication from
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. A. Glassford.

I would respectfully beg leave to state that if any errors were
committed at Cincinnati in regard to getting men for the Reindeer
and Victory, that it was I who committed them, and I am alone to

blame, as I was there at the time and nothing was done by either

boat that I did not sanction.

I would also state that there was not to my knowledge a separate
recruiting office established by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glass-

ford, nor any expense whatever incurred in getting men. The cir-

cumstances are just these: We were threatened by another raid of

considerable magnitude; here were two boats of the squadron inef-

ficient for want of men—in fact, perfectly useless. It is my duty
to you and to the service to be prepared. Had I lain still, done
nothing, and the enemy struck the riyer and I not able to meet them,
my conscience would not permit me to say, " I have no men," nor
would you receive that as an excuse. It is my duty to get men. To
do this, I had either to take them from the Grampus or get them
elsewhere. Had danger been imminent it would perhaps have been
the proper course for me to have taken all, even the crew of the

Grampus, but the Grampus had no men, and I therefore directed the

officers on the two boats to go through the different wards of the

city and drum up all they could—in fact, to act as drummers for the

rendezvous. This they did and got a few men, took them to the

rendezvous to be shipped—rather, sworn in and entered on the

returns of the rendezvous—but this was refused. I therefore directed

the officers to ship their own recruits on board, but to be careful not

to take men that would enter at the rendezvous.
With a little more obliging officer than Acting Master Wetmore

there would have been no trouble whatever and matters would have
gone on smoothly as heretofore. Acting Master Wetmore knew
that I was pressed and had sanctioned what was done. He therefore
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should have reported me, and not one of my subordinates, who was

only carrying out my wishes.
. j •

I fear matters have been reported to you and reports made in

rather too hasty a manner, else I would not now suffer the extreme

regret and discouragement at seeing that my honest endeavors to pr(>

mote the efficiency of the squadron and the honor of the service had

met your disapprobation and censure.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Eot Fitch,
Lieutenant-CommaTider, etc.

Rear-Admiral David U. Portee,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

Bridgeport, Ala., July S8, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt to-day of your

autograph letter of 16th instant, dated at Perth Amboy, and for-

warded by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. S. Wetmore from Cin-

cinnati, enquiring by what authority I had opened a recruiting oflSce

in Cincinnati. In reply I beg respectfully to state that I never

opened any such office.

For some weeks previous to July I had been on duty here by order

of Lieutenant-Commander Le K. Fitch, and by his order repaired to

Cincinnati to meet him on business connected with the vessels fitting

out here. The Reindeer^ then under my command, arrived at Cin-
cinnati the day after I did, her crew reduced by the recent discharge

of upward of 40 one-year men. I immediately took steps to get

some men for her; found some and had them taken to the rendezvous
for shipment for the Reindeer. Mr. Wetmore declined to do this,

and I shipped them on board. In this way I think 9 men were
obtained by me before I left Cincinnati to return to this place.

I am unconscious of, and can not conceive wherein I have done,
wrong in this matter. 1 thought, indeed, that by shipping men on
board who would not take service at the rendezvous, and would be
lost to the Navy, in all probability, I was doing my duty and bene-
fiting the service.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, commanding Tenth District,
was, at the time referred to, in Cincinnati and fully cognizant of all

and every step taken bj me to obtain additions to my crew.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. A. Glasspord,
Actg. Volunteer Lieut., V. S. Navy,

Comdg. U. S. S. General Bumside.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,

GomTnanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to commanding officer

of steamer Benefit, to give assistance to grounded vessels.

Attgust 4, 1864.

Sir: You will proceed without delay to Island No. 21, where I
am informed that the General Lyon is aground. You will render
that vessel all the assistance in your power, placing yourself under
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the orders of Captain Birch. After having performed this duty
you will proceed to Island [No.] 34 and render the U. S. S. Carori^
delet all possible assistance, she being aground at that place, holding
yourself subject to the orders of the commanding officer of that
vessel. You will be held responsible for the safety of the provisions,
etc., now on board of your vessel.

Kespectfully, etc., A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Commanding Officer Steamer Benefit.

[Telegram.]

August 8, 1864.

The steamer Thistle is sunk about 60 miles above Paducah in 8
feet of water with $10,000 worth of navy tobacco on board. You
will do all you can to save and protect the Government property.

I understand that there are guerrillas in the vicinity of her.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Convmandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,
Or Senior Comdg. Naval Officer Present, Evansville, Ind.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to commanding officers

of U. S. steamers New National and General Lyon, restricting

them from, transporting goods for private enterprise.

August 8, 1864.

Sir: Admiral Porter directs that hereafter you will not permit
goods of any kind on account of private enterprise to be received

on board of the steamer under your command.
The admiral authorizes your supplying the commissions entrusted

to you by the officers and men of this squadron.
Messrs. Scott & Co. have been notified to have all their private

property removed from your vessel as soon as possible.

Respectfully, etc.,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Com/mandant of Station^

Acting Ensign J. M. Farmer,
ComTnanding New National.

[Order of same date and like tenor to First-Class Pilot R. E.
Birch, commanding U. S. S. General Lyon.]

Letter from Fleet Captain Pennock, TJ. S. Na/oy, to Colonel Parsons.,

V. S. Army, giving the tim,e of departure of convoys from Padu-
cah, Ky.

Mound City, August 8, 1864-.

Sir: I have received your two communications, with enclosures,

and have forwarded them to the commander in chief of the Missis-

sippi Squadron.
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Lieutenant-Commander Shirk informs me that in compliance with

a suggestion made to him by you in March or April last a convoy

has left and will continue to leave Paducah every Tuesday and

Friday morning at 8 o'clock a. m.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Colonel L. B. Parsons,
Chief Western River Transportation, St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Lieutenant Bache, ZJ. S. Navy, regarding condition of
affairs in White River.

U. S. S. Lexington,
White River Station, August 9, I864..

SiE : I have the honor to report everytHing quiet on White River,

and in all probability it will remain so, although the enemy still

maintains a position within easy distance of it. The rapid fall

of the Mississippi has drained the White to 3 feet 10 inches in the

channel, and none but the lightest draft boats can now go up, and
even these are incessantly getting aground. The Mound City left

here this morning to rejoin her division, but I shall still retain the
Neosho. The Fawn, Naumkeag, Exchange, and Silver Cloud re-

main at St. Charles and that vicinity, making occasional trips down
the river for coal. Captain Gipson, of the Exchange, has succeeded
in raising another of the Queen City''s guns, making seven in all

that we now have from that vessel. The remaining two are still in

deep water, and have apparently fallen through the "deck; they will
be raised as soon as practicable.

We are sadly in want of men in this division. There is scarcely
a vessel that has more than half her complement, and in many cases
the greater part of these are sick. The Hastings is at Memphis re-

pairing, but will be finished toward the last of this week.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. M. Bache,
Lieutenant, Commanding Senentli District pro tern.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant Station, Mound City, III.

Report of Lieutenant-Corrvmander Wilson, U. S. Navy, command-
ing V. S. S. Ouachita, regarding difficulty of navigation in vicinity

of Island No. 34.

U. S. S. Ouachita,
Above Island No. 34, Wednesday, August 10, I864.

Sir : I arrived here last night and was unable to get over the bar,
as there is only 6 feet on it, we drawing 6 feet 10 inches. I had hard
work getting over [Island] 21; we Dumped rather hard, but the
barge alongside helped us along considerably. We put our anchor
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and chain, all the provisions, and some of the guns on her before at-

tempting 21. We also rubbed at three other places, but they did not
stop us. All the guns and ammunition won't lighten us 2 inches;

so, unless the channel cuts out soon, I will have to go up somewhere
near Fort Pillow. We will have to have 7 feet to go over, and then,

if going ahead strong, will touch, but the momentum of the barge
is as good as 40 pounds steam when we strike a bump. This deten-

tion will put me out of fuel soon, but I think there is plenty of wood
above here.

It takes 120 tons to lighten us 11 inches, and everj^hing aboard,

gims and all, won't amount to more than 17 or 18 tons, so there is no
chance of lightening.

Very respectfully, Byeon Wilson,
Lieutenant-Commander,

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain ami Commandant Station, Mouwl City, III.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennonh, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master

Cronin, U. S. Navy, romman/Iing U. S. S. Cricket, to report at the

mouth of White River.

August 10, 1864.

Sir: You will proceed with the vessel under your command to

the mouth of White River and report to Lieutenant George M.

Bache, U. S. Navy, for temporary duty in the Seventh District

Mississippi Squadron.
Respectfully, etc.,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Master M. J. Cronin,
Commanding V. S. S. Cricket.

Defense of steamer Empress ly V. S. S. Romeo, Acting Master

Bcddwin, TJ . S. Navy, commanding, August 11, 186Jf.

Eeport of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, IT. S. Navy, commanding Sixth District.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Choctaw Bend, August If. \lk^'\. 186It.

Sir: On the 11th instant a battery of ten pieces of artillery opened

on the steamer Empress as she was passing Gaines Landing; 6 men

were killed and several wounded. The Romeo, Captain Baldwin,

was near enough to save the Empress from falling into the hands of

the rebels. On that same day the Prairie Bird fell in with this bat-

tery at Rowdy Bend, and after a severe engagement withdrew, with

the loss of 1 man killed and several officers and men wounded, and

having been struck thirty-four times. Captain Burns, of the Pratne

Bird, reported to me at Skipwith's. I left him there and proceeded
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up the river with this vessel. I have been unable to hear of the

battery. Captain Bache, at mite Kiver, was kind
^^°"f/.^^ ,\"S

ing of the battery on the river, to lend me the Neosho. This district

iq verv much in want of two more vessels.

On thTnght of the 10th instant I sent out an expedition and

captured 1 sfrgeant, 1 corporal, and 1 private. I shall turn them

TnSosed plL'Snd the report * of Acting Master Baldwin of the

''ThtRomeo undoubtedly saved the Empress yf
tlie fears enter-

tained by Captain Baldwin, had the Empress UW^n into the hands

of the enemv, are not entertained by me. Colonel Currie, of the

Marine Brigade, deserves very great commendation for his coolness

and determination in this matter. In fact he has ever shown him-

self as the only fit person to command the Marine Brigade, i must

again mention that I am of the opinion a more competent person

ought to be placed in command of the Romeo. Captain Baldwin is

entirely too old and too unused to a naval life to render him an

efficient commander of an active vessel.
i » . •

I send the reports * of Acting Master Thomas Burns and Acting

Master H. D. Coffinberry. The battery has left.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commandhig Sixth District.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station, Mound City, lU.

Extracts from log of TJ. S. S. Romeo, Thomas Baldwin, acting master, com-
manding.

August 10, 186^..—Off Gaines Landing. 12 to 4 p. m. ; warm and
clear. At 3 steamer Empress hove in sight, coming up, and when
about 2 miles below, she was opened upon by a rebel battery of ten

guns. We got up anchor and went to her assistance ; fired five shots

at the enemy and then took tlie Empress in tow, she being disabled.

At 5 p. m. landed on the Mississippi side and made the Empress
fast to the bank, and stayed to guard her while she could repair her
machinery.
August 11.—Off Island No. 80. At 2 a. m. the steamer Empress,

having finished her repairs, got under way up river, we accompanying.
At 6 a. m. let go, and we came to anchor off Catfish Point, Empress
going on up. Sent armed cutter ashore in charge of Mr. Shaw. At
3 : 15 p. m. got underway down river. Hearing heavy firing below,
beat to general quarters, when, at Gaines' Landing, we discovered
the U. S. S. Prairie Bird passing the rebel battery and returning its

fire. We commenced shelling the woods and proceeded on down
until we met the Prairie Bird, and rounded to. Both boats then pro-

ceeded up river. At 5:30 landed on the Mississippi side. Prairie
Bird buried a man that had been killed.

• Not found.
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Extracts from the log of ths U. S. S. Prairie Bird, Thomas Burns, acting master,
commanding.

August 10 186Jt.
—^At 11:45 a. m. the steamer Empress came up

and anchored alongside. Put on board of her Mr. Mason Chatman
and R. J. Stroud. She proceeded on up the river. At 1 p. m.
weighed anchor and landed at Leland's Landing; sent armed party
on shore. At 1:20 p. m. they returned: let go and landed on the
opposite side at Warfield plantation. At 3 let go and proceeded
up the river. At 6 : 35 let go anchor off Island No. 82..

August 11.—At 11 a. m. landed at Carter's plantation. At 2:20
p. m. landed at Dr. Polk's plantation. At 2:45 p. m. got underway
ror above. At 3 :10 went to quarters ; commenced shelling the woods
in Eowdy Bend. 3 : 35 the enemy opened fire from masked battery
of three or four guns and a large force of musketry. We returned
from broadside battery. When abreast, they opened from more guns.
The firing was very rapid from the enemy. We went ahead as fast

as we could and succeeded in placing the bar between us. The
enemy ceased firing at 3 :45. We fired a few shell at the force mov-
ing up the river behind the levee, and we ceased firing, as we were all

clear. Disabled: Acting Ensign William Ernst, officer of the first

division, slightly wounded, knocked senseless by a splinter; George
Matthews, ordinary seaman (colored), killed instantly by a piece of
shell; three others slightly wounded. We were struck three times
by shell in the side, five times in hull, two at waterline, six in upper-
works, one in cylinder timber ( ? ) , four in wheel ; several fragments
of shell struck side, several shrapnel burst alongside of her. Gunboat
Romeo came down and commenced shelling the woods, rounded to

and proceeded up river with us. At 4:40 p. m. gunboat Romeo
landed at Anderson plantation; we landed alongside of her. At
8 :40 p. m. we got underway for below. At 9 : 10 fired into the works
at Rowdy Bend 10 shell and 18 shrapnel. Enemy made no reply.

Proceeded down the river. At 11 :15 p. m. fired 15 shrapnel at Luna
Landing.

Letter from Major-General Steele, TJ. S. Army, to Colonel Clayton, V. S. Army,
referring to steamer Empress.

Little Rock, August 20. ISBJi.

The steamer Empress had sixty-three shots put through her at

Gaines Landing: was disabled and towed ofl' by a gunboat. About 20

were killed and wounded. The captain's head was taken off.

F. Steele, Mapr-General.
Colonel P. Clayton, Oom,mandiv^.

General order of Major-General Rosecrans, TJ. S. Army, commending the conduct
of the officers of the steamer Empress.

General Orders.1 Hdqrs. Department of the Missouri,

No. 152. } St. Louis, Mo., August 19, 186^.

The general commanding the department takes great pleasure in

calling attention of both citizens and Army to the gallant conduct of



506 NAVAL POECES ON WESTERN WATERS.

the officers and crew of the steamer Empress during her recent trip

from New Orleans to this port. While in a narrow and difficult part

of the river and within musket range of the shore, the steamer was
suddenly fired upon by a heavy rebel battery, supported by a strong

body of infantry. The firing was rapid and accurate, almost every

shot taking effect, and the boat, filled with unarmed passengers, in

a moment became the scene of frantic terror. Passengers in their

panic demanded the surrender of the steamer, but the officers coolly

remained at their posts and brought her through the danger, saving
by their bravery and noble sense of duty incalculable suffering to

those on board and the valuable steamer and cargo to the Govern-
ment. Captain John Molloy, the commander of the Empress, was
shot dead at his post, and while the general commanding deeply
sympathizes with the grief of the family and friends of the deceased,
he holds up this noble example of unflinching resolve in the per-
formance of duty as one worthy the emulation of all. The first and
second mates, Hugh Davis and Daniel Davis; the pilots, Thomas
Goslee and Enoch King; the engineers and assistants, George Breece,
Andrew Pendleton, Judd Weber, and William Tennant ; and the first

and second clerks, John C. McFaul and William B. Bradley, are
worthy of special commendation. Following the example of their
gallant captain, and regardless of the terror and confusion around
them, they remained true to their duty and bore themselves with such
bravery ,as would do no discredit to the " veterans of the naval
service."

By command of Major-General Rosecrans

:

O. D. Greene,
Assistant Adjiitant-Ocnenil and Chief of Staff.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navxj, commanding
Second District, regarding affairs pertaining to his command arid
referring to the movement of the enemy in Red River.

U. S. S. LArAYETTE, Auffust 11, 1864..

, ,.^-? • .' V'^® *^® honor to report that everything is quiet on the
Mississippi Eiver in my command, and has been since I last wrote
you, but how long it may continue so I am unable to say as the rebels
are mustering m force on both sides of the river, and particularly on
the east bank. Scott has now a force of four or five thousand men
at Clinton and vicinity, and Polignac is coming down Eed Eiver,
with the intention of attempting to cross to reinforce Hood. Butmy impression is that they do not intend crossing, but are coming
lor the purpose of annoying gunboats and transports. Should they
attempt to cross anywhere between Natchez and New Orleans, I feel
confident that, if my instructions are carried out, they will be foiledm any attempt, as I have taken every precaution to guard all points
where they would be likely to cross.
At present I am sadly deficient in vessels to guard this long line

of river, as the Winnebago, Chickasaw, and NeosJio have been with-
drawn and sent to other places. You will also recollect that the
JvUet, Ouachita, and General Bragg are still absent from their
stations. The General Bragg is at New Orleans undergoing repairs.
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When the three last-named vessels arrive I will feel perfectly safe
in guarding against any attempt of the enemy to cross the river, and
also against all guerrilla attacks. I would suggest that the Neosho
•be returned to her station immediately, as I understand there are
five or six vessels at the mouth of White Kiver doing nothing at all,

she among the rest.

By the next steamer I will give you a detailed account of all the
vessels under my command, as I contemplate making a tour of all

my divisions as soon as possible.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. p. Foster,
Lieutenant-Gommander, Comdg. 2d Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V . S. Navy, requesting officers for
tlie TJ. S. S. Milwaukee.

Perth Amboy, August 11, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the Eads turreted steamer
Milwaukee has been delivered at Mound City, and respectfully request

that a person to command her and four ensigns be sent to her if

possible. She will be manned in ten days, I hope. We have not the

officers to put on board of her.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Weeees,
Secietary of the Navy.

[First endorsement.]

Acting Master Magune to command Milwaukee.

[Second endorsement.]

Admiral Paulding send for acting ensigns.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, TJ. S. Navy, urging the

necessity for an increased number of men for the vessels under

his command.

U. S. Naval Station,

Mound City, August 12, 186^.

Sir: I must call your attention again to the very great want of

men on board the different vessels comprising the Ninth District,

under my charge.
There is not a single vessel that is not short of its complement.

During the present and ensuing months the terms of enlistment of

every man (with two exceptions on board the Peosta) will expire.

On board the Paw Paw there are at present but 17 men whose times

are not out.
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I am also compelled to keep men forty, fifty, and even sixty days
after their times are out, because we have no money to pay them off

with.

It is very important that I should have at present the use of all

the gunboats in the district under my charge to patrol the Tennessee
River, to protect the large amount of supplies going to General
Sherman's army; but if the vessels have no crews, they can not be
of use.

Where 17 men have to perform the service of 84 much efficiency

can not be expected, especially during this oppressively hot weather.
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant-Commander, Conim,anding 8th and 9th Districts.

Eear-Admiral Davu) D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Master Keene, U. S. Navy, regarding capture of
five Confederate soldiers, August 15.

U. S. S. Naiad, Mississippi Squadron,
Tunica Bend, La., September 4, 1864..

Sir: I have sent up by the dispatch boat three muskets, which
were captured with five rebel soldiers at Row's Landing on the morn-
ing of August 15. The prisoners were delivered up to Captain Foster.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Henry T. Keene,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding V. S. Mississippi Squadron.

P. S.—Names of the prisoners from whom the arms were taken-
Privates P. S. McVea, J. A. Row, P. L. Row, B. F. Sadler, D. c'
VV ilson. Company I, Third Louisiana Cavalry.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, requesting extension
of leave.

Perth Amboy, August 15., 186^.
Sra: I have the honor to request an extension of my leave of ab-

sence. Everything is quiet on the Mississippi, and my services can
be dispensed with at this moment. If anything occurs to require mv
presence, I will leave at a moment's notice.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

XT r^ -ITT
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. CxiDEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Endorsement]

Extend thirty days, unless sooner required.

W[elles].
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[Telegram.]

Headquarters Northern Department,
Columbus, Ohio, August 15, J864-

A force of rebels under Colonel Johnson crossed the Ohio neai
Shawneetown Saturday night; the force is reported 1^500 strong.

Troops have been sent from Indianapolis; so inform commander ol

gunboats, and have him aid in intercepting them. Have a gunboat
go at once to Gallipolis. See Colonel Swords and ascertain if he
can send any boats to Gallipolis.

S. P. Heintzelman,
Major-Generdl, Commanding.

Brigadier-General A. Willich,
Commcmding, Cincinnati, etc.

[Information telegraphed to Captain A. M. Pennock, Cairo ,111.;

Colonel J. H. Simpson, U. S. Engineers, Cincinnati; Lieutenant-

Colonel Oakes, Springfield, 111. ; and commanding officer, Cairo, 111.]

[Telegram.]

Cincinnati, August 15, 186J^
—9: J!i.5 p. m-

One thousand five hundred rebels under Johnson crossed the river

at Shawneetown Saturday night. Troops have been sent from In-

dianapolis. I have telegraphed gunboats Reindeer, at Madison
find.], and Victory, at Louisville. Please aid in intercepting them.

By order of General Heintzelman.
A. C. Kempee,

_, ,
. . ,, T^ Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Mound City.

[Telegram.]

August 18, 1864.

Is it not possible to lighten a gunboat and get her over Shawnee-

town Bar, to cruise between that place and below. It is important

to have a boat there to cooperate with the land forces.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Caftain and Corwmandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,
Senior Naval Officer at Evansville, Ind.

[Telegram.!

EvANsvUiLB, August 18, 186^.

Your dispatch received. Full answer by mail. Have no boats that

can run down except the Lou Eaves and Virginia. Both are now
below.

Le Roy Fitch,

Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy.

Fleet Captain Pennock,
Mound City.
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[Telegram.]

Flagship Black Hawk, August 18, 186^.

I have just received the following dispatch

:

Headquarters Northern Department,
Columhus, Ohio, {August 11, 186^'\.

It Is of importance that if possible boats get up the river. General Paine

mores from Smithland to-morrow noon with 2,000 men. Prentiss will be at

Shawneetown with 2,000. General Hovey was to cross to-day with four

mounted conveyances and four pieces of artillery and two veteran regiments

of Indiana troops. They cross at Uniontown. The rebel Johnson's main camp
is in Crittenden County ; 800 of his command are at Caseyville.

S. H. Lathkop,
„ ^ . „ Lieutenant-Colonel, etc.
Captam Pennock,

CommanMng V. S. Navy, Mound City.

It is of the utmost importance that an armed vessel should cooperate

with this expedition. Can you not get a flatboat and lighten the
Volunteer sufficiently to lighten her over the bar ?

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captam and Corwmandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Shirk,
Commanding 9th Dist, Miss. Squadron, Paducah, Ky.

[Telegram.]

Paducah, August 18, 186^..

I could not get over Cumberland Bar and have returned to this
place. I met the naval supply boat Magnet. She had laid at Shaw-
neetown night before last. The rebels were all on the Kentucky side.
A small, hastily improvised gunboat was lying at Shawneetown. I
will remain here all night.

Jas. W. Shirk,
Commanding Eighth and Ninth Districts.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Mound City.

Operator wishes to know if you have anything for Captain Shirk.

Letter from Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, to Major-General
Washburn, U. S. Army, transmitting names of vessels composing
the divisions of the Mississippi Squadron, and referring to offensive
expression contained in General Order No. 4..

U. S. Ironclad Essex,
Memphis, Tenn., August 18, I864.

General: Enclosed herewith I send you the names* of the regu-
larly armed vessels composing the several divisions of the Mississippi
squadron as the same are arranged in districts by Admiral Porter's
last general order in regard to them. To the respective names I have

* Not found.
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added initials, whose significance is shown in the explanations sub-
joined to the list. I have also given you a condensed outline sketch
of the several classes of armed vessels belonging to the squadron,
which I trust will enable you to form a clear general idea of their
character and force. Thus, I hope, I have satisfactorily fulfilled my
promise given to you the other evening. You will notice that two of
the double-turreted monitors were in Admiral Farragut's gallant
fight with Forts Morgan and Gaines and the rebel ironclads in Mobile
Bay. AVhen the details are received I think we will find that they
did good service in their own peculiar way. Now that I am writing,
general, I beg leave to recall your attention to an expression in your
General Orders, No. 4, which far and wide has received an interpre-
tation most offensive to the Navy, an interpretation which I feel
sure you could have had no intention to convey. I refer to the
phrase, " The farce of landing under the guns of a gunboat." Even
before I had the pleasure of making your acquaintance I felt sure
that, as an officer of rank, and a gentleman, you could not have in-

tended to offer a gratuitous insult to the sister service. And, thus
believing, I understood you to mean that, with corrupt Treasury agents
to grant permits, and with orders from high quarters that gunboats
should not interfere with steamers having revenue aids on board, the
act of landing under the guns of a gunboat could be only a farce.
And, as Admiral Porter states in his General Orders, No. 209* (I beg
leave to draw your attention to the copy enclosed herewith)

,
quoting

and endorsing your own General Orders, No. 4, under the late Treas-
ury regulations, the fisco-fiducial duties of the Navy were limited to
the prevention of the introduction of articles contraband of war
within the enemy's lines. The permit of a corrupt Treasury agent,

endorsed by a venal military commander, could pour the products of
Europe and of the North over the rebel cotton fields, with none to

gainsay the authority or prevent the act, though a whole fleet of gun-
boats lined every reach of the river. And those of us who have had
some experience in the cotton regions can not resist the moral con-

viction that many in high places and in low have been unable to

withstand the alluring temptations held out to them by enormous
cotton gains. In this condition of affairs, with the atmosphere of

the whole Mississippi Valley reeking with a corruption more pesti-

lential and fatal than the malaria of its swamps, I, and other right-

thinking men, hailed, as the harbinger of a brighter and purer day,

your General Order , No. 4. In trade, at least, the dull quiet of

annihilation is preferable to the baleful activity that springs from
the fermenting and festering decay of all the higher and more noble

elements of commercial life. The recent action of the Treasury De-
partment would seem to indicate that our anticipations of a more
honorable future are not doomed to disappointment. But the malign
influences are diabolically strong ; we can only pray for honest officials

and hope for the best. I imagine, general, that now, for the first

time, your attention has been drawn to the prejudicial construction

that can be given to your expression in regard to the gunboats. Let
me ask and hope that in some succeeding general order you will refer

to the subject and state that it was foreign to your intention to cast

a stigma upon the sister service, and that those who may have thus

* See p. 347.
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construed your words were altogether mistaken, both as to your pur-

pose and your meaning.
. , .,

With high regard, I have the honor to remain, very respecttully

and sincerely, yours,
Robert Townsend,

Gommaiider, U. S. Navy.

Major-General C. C. Washburn,
Commandivg District of ^yest Tennessee.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding the

disposition of the vessels of his command.

U. S. S. Moose,
Evansville, Ind., August 19, 186^.

Sir : In reply to your telegram asking to be informed of the sta-

tions and telegraphic addresses of the boats in this district, I would

respectfully report as follows

:

The Reindeer patrols from Cincinnati to Louisville, but at present

is at Madison, Ind., waiting to be hauled out and be calked. Ad-
dress, Madison, Ind.

The Victory patrols from Cincinnati to Portsmouth or above. At
present is at Louisville, but will be ordered to Smithland as soon as

the water will permit. Address, Smithland, Ky.
The Springfield patrols from Cannelton to New Albany, Ind. At

present she is at Cannelton. Address, Cannelton, Ind.

The Silver Lake patrols from Evansville to Cannelton. At pres-

ent she is at Owensboro, Kj''., but is to go to Smithland as soon as

the water will permit. Address, Smithland, Ky.
The Fairplay patrols from Evansville to Shawneetown. Address,

Evansville, Ind.

The Brilliant patrols from Shawneetown to Smithland. At pres-

ent at Henderson, Ky.
The Moose patrols generally. Mail and telegraph address, Evans-

ville, Ind.
I would respectfully state, in conclusion, that this year the water

has been too low for any of the boats to run their patrols. The patrol
from Smithland to Shawneetown could not be run at all, and it has
been the same with the others. When necessity required it, Captain
Ehrman, quartermaster at Evansville, kindly gave me the use of the
Lou Eaves. With her and the small steamer Virginia I have done
the best I could. It would have been useless to have attempted to
lighten the gunboats so that they could run, for, had I taken every-
thing off of them, even to the casemates, there was not water enough
for them to get over the bars.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock,
Convmandant of Station, Mound City, III.
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Order of Gonwnander J^ownsend, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Watson, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Hastings,
regarding conflicting orders.

U. S. Ironclad Essex,
Memphis, Tenn., August 19, I864.

Sir: The additional information you obtained during your last
trip below, respecting the preparations made to cross over rebel
troops to the eastern bank of the Mississippi, more thoroughly con-
vinces me that it is necessary a gunboat should patrol the river
between this point and Helena. You inform me that you have re-
ceived orders from Captain Bache, temporarily in charge of Seventh
District, to repair to the mouth of White River. Captain Bache can
not be aware of the existing necessity for a gunboat near the points
above referred to, and since he wrote the force under his immediate
command has been increased by the arrival of the U. S. S. Cricket,

from above. Considering all the circumstances, I can not doubt
that the services of the Hastings are more imperatively, required to

watch and prevent the movements of the enemy along this, now un-
guarded stretch of 90 miles of the Mississippi, than they possibly

can be at the mouth of White River, where Captain Bache already
has a considerable and an efficient force. All the intelligence we
received indicates that it is now the ruling desire and paramount
object of the rebels to cross over their trans-Mississippi army to

the assistanjce and relief of their beleaguered forces at Atlanta and
Mobile. The passage of their troops, if effected at all, must be in

comparatively small bodies at unguarded points. The constant

patrolling and watchful care of the gunboats can alone defeat their

attempts. Their ample command of information gives them the

earliest notice of any defective link in our chain of communication.

We may be sure that they will hasten to improve this tremendous
hiatus of 90 miles, if it continue to be left void. It is therefore that

I reiterate the order I addressed to you on the 13th instant. You will

immediately communicate to Captain Bache a copy of this letter,

and on the return of your division commander. Captain Phelps, you
will furnish him with copies of the orders I have considered it neces-

sary to give to you.

I remain, very respectfully, yours,

Robert Townsend,
Commander, U. S. Navy, Senior Officer.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. S. Watson,_U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. S. Hastings.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennoch, TJ . S. Navy, regarding appearance

of the enemy in force near Caseyville, Ky., Ohio River.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Mound City, III., August 19, 186^.

My Dear Admiral: Since my last letter the rebels have made

their appearance in some force back of CaseyvillCj opposite to Shaw-

neetown, and some miles below. I received official telegrams from

102008°—N w B—VOL 2&—13 33
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army sources that about 1,500 of them had crossed over to Shawnee-

town, but citizens from that place inform me that only 100 crossed

over a little below the town, and soon returned, carrying with them
cattle, etc. Several army transports ran ashore on the bar near that

place and were attacked by the rebels, who destroyed some and, I

believe, ransomed one or two of them. As soon as I heard of the

enemy being on the river, Fitch having informed me that all his

boats were above Shawneetown and could not get down on account

of low water. Shirk started the Key 'West off, but she could not get

farther than Smithland, not being able to go over the bar. At Gen-
eral Paine's request men were sent from Shirk's vessels to man two
howitzers which the general had mounted on one of the light-draft

army boats, and one of our officers was sent to command them; this

boat has gone up the river. Shirk started from here with the Volun-
teer and three 12-pounders, and I was in hopes he would be able to

get over the Smithland bar, the Volunteer drawing only a little over
'2 feet; but he was unable to accomplish it. Having heard that the
enemy had disappeared and that light-draft boats were coming down
M'ithout being molested, he returned.

Fitch has improvised two light-draft gunboats and sent them to
cruise below Shawneetown. I have telegraphed P^itch the necessity'

of having one or more of his boats to cruise in that vicinity, and he
will send one, as soon as there is water enough, to cooperate with the
land forces. I received a telegram from the military authorities at
Columbus, Ohio, yesterday, stating that General Paine was about to
move from Smithland with 2,000 men, that General Prentiss would
be at Shawneetown with 2,000, and General Hovey was to cross with
four pieces of artillery and two veteran regiments of Indiana troops

;

they were to cross at Uniontown. The rebel, Johnson's, main camp
is in Crittenden County. Our force ought certainly to be able to
drive the rebels out of that portion of Kentucky.

I enclose you a copy of a letter from Colonel Parsons, with a tele-
gram from General Allen to Colonel Parsons. I consider the refer-
ence of General Allen's telegram to me discourteous, to say the least,
and I have not answered Colonel Parsons.
The general and colonel ought to know that, in this stage of water

the very lightest boats are obliged to tow barges and put their
freight on board of them, and that gunboats can not possiblv ^^o
where they can.
As soon as Bache heard that a rebel battery had been erected at

Gaines Landing and that another was moving to its support he sent
the A'eos/t<> down temporarily, to render what assistance she could
to Owen. The battery did some mischief, but has now disappeared,
and I send you Owen's report. When last heard from, Wilson was
well on his way down the river, and, I have no doubt, is on his
station before this. Bache's leave of absence has arrived. If Phelps
is detached, I hope another officer will be sent out to relieve him
Lieutenant CoUum, of the marines, has been ordered to the New

Ironsides; this leaves us only two for officers of the day. Our
marines have decreased in number by discharges and sickness, and
there are 6 or 7 awaiting trial by court-martial. Fifty more are
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needed to keep up the necessary force for patrol duty, guards, and
picket duty.

Sincerely, your friend, A. M. Pennock.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,

Brighton House^ Perth Amboy, New Jersey.

Letter from Major-General Washburn, U. S. Army, to Commander
Totansend, U. S. Navy, desiring to correct a, wrong imin-ession
conveyed hy his General Order No. 4..

Headquarters District of West Tennessee,
MemjjMs, Term., August W, I864.

Mv Dear Sir: I have this moment your note. * * * j .^^so

thank you most sincerely for calling ray attention to an expression
in my General Order No. 4, which, I regret <X) know now for the
first time, has received an interpretation most offensive to the Navy.
Certainly any such interpretation was the furthest from my thoughts.
My intercourse with the Navy has always been of the most pleasant

character, and in this war I have always found the otficers with
whom I have come in contact ready, willing, and anxious to co-

operate to the fullest extent with the Army in whatever was deemed
best for th& public service. I trust that I am incapable of doing so

unjust or so rude an act toward a branch of the service with which
there always should be the most perfect accord as the construction

placed by some upon my order would imply. I am glad to know
from your letter that you placed the correct construction upon it.

I shall take great pleasure in correcting the wrong impression

whenever opportunity offers in an order. In the meantime I beg

that you will correct it so far as you can do so.

Very truly, yours,

C. C. AVashburn,
Major-General.

Commander Kobert Townsend, U. S. Navy.

Letter from Fleet Captain Fennock, U. S. Naoy, to the district judge,

Springfield, III., regarding prize steamer Union.

Mound City, August 22, I864..

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that the prize steamer

Union arrived here yesterday in charge of a prize crew, having been

captured bv the U. S. S. Prairie Bird on the 21st ultimo for violation

of the revenue laws and giving " aid and comfort to the enemy " by

supplying the rebels with provisions and articles contraband of war.

I enclose herewith the reports of Lieutenant-Commander E. K.

Owen and Acting Master Thomas Burns and other papers concern-

ing the capture.

The box containing books and papers, mentioned in the report of

Lieutenant-Commander Owen, is now in my possession, held subject

to your order.
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I resnectfuUv request that the marshal may be ordered down to

take charge o/th? vessel, appurtenances, apparel, etc., as soon as

possible.
. T i J.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,

Fleet Captcdn and Commandant of Station.

Hon. S. H. Treat,

U. S. District Judge, Sprrngpetd, lU.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, trammitting a drawing

of a torpedo, with which the destruction of the U. S. b. Lafayette

was attempted.
^^ -,„ -,„,.,

Perth Amboy, August M, I864..

Sir- I have the honor to enclose a drawing of a new floating tor-

pedo, introduced by the rebels on the Mississippi. They floated this

one down on the Lafayette, but it was discovered m time and

captured. I have the honor to remain.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

• [Telegram.]

Mound City, August 23, 1864—4: 25 p. m.

I have just received the following dispatch from Lieutenant-Com-

mander Fitch, at Smithland

:

There are Army gunboats on the Cumberland ; some of mine will be here as

soon as they can get down.
A. M. Pennock,

Fleet Captain and Com/marvdant Station.

Colonel L. B. Parsons.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding the location

of the JJ . S. S. Siren and destruction of sieamer Courier by fire.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Mound City, III., August 23, 1864.

My Dear Admiral: I find by General Order 99 that the Siren is

stationed in the Fourth District. * * *

The river is rising and I think in a few days we can get the Mil-
waukee down without danger if we only have a good commander
for her. No officers have reported under orders from the Navy
Department. She has now on board three ensigns, three master's

mates, a complement of engineers, and a full crew. * * *

Last night the steamer Courier, while putting stores on board the
Volunteer in the stream, took fire accidentally and was destroyed
with a great part of her cargo.

Sincerely, your friend, ^ ^^ Pennock.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Perth Amboy, N. J.
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, TJ. S. Navy, command-
ing Fifth District, regarding threatened crossing of the river hy
the enemy near Waterproof, La.

U. S. S. Vindicator,
Fifth District, August 23, 1864.

Sir : This district, since the date of my last report, has been quiet.
The enemy threatened to cross in large force in the vicinity of

Waterproof. I have accordingly concentrated the whole force of the
district between Grand Gulf and Natchez. This force is to be sent
to Atlanta, and I have deemed it of such moment to stop this crossing
that I have taken, temporarily, the gunboat guarding the Indianola.

I have it from excellent authority that the rebel generals are de-

termined to cross this force if they lose half of it. The number is

diflFerently estimated from 10,000 to 20,000, with 20 pieces of artil-

lery, the latter to be used to cover the crossing. I shall do all in my
power with what means I have, but it is almost impossible to watch
all the crossings at once. They have some 100 skiffs all prepared,
hauled in on wagons.

Volunteer Lieutenant Flye reported to command the Benton, his

health having been restored. I accordingly detach Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Hill and have ordered him to the command of the Forest Rose.

Very.respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Selfridge,
Lieutenant-Comfmander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
CommMftding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Corrmiander Pattison, TJ. S. Navy, regarding

attack upon Memphis, Tenn., hy Confederate force under Major-

General Forrest, C. S. Army.

United States Naval Station,
Memphis, Tenn., August 23, 1864-

Sir: I have the honor to report that on Sunday, the 22d instant,

at about 3 a. m., General Forrest, with about 2,500 men, made an

attack on this city and entered it, visiting the headquarters of Gen-

eral Washburn, the Gayoso House, and other public buildings. The
Red Rover got up steam and went alongside the Essex ready to tow
her into the stream in case of necessity. The enemy occupied the

city about two hours, when they were driven out by our forces, and

by 4 p. m. were driven 4 miles.

This morning about 8 o'clock the alarm bells rang and, while at my
breakfast, news reached me that the rebels were upon us again. I

received a note from General Washburn informing me that the rebels

were approaching south of the fort in large force, and requested me to

send a gunboat down below the fort. In consequence of this informa-

tion I took the Carondelet and proceeded below the fort, and fired a

few shells in the direction indicated by the general, but could dis-

cover no rebels. As far as I can learn the excitement in this affair

was caused by the pickets being fired into 2 miles out of town. At
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the present hour of writing there seems to be no indication of an

immediate attack by the enemj'.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. Pattison,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Naval Station.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Missisfiippi Squadron.

Report of Lientenant-Comm,andev Owen., U. S. .Navy, regarding the

impaired condition of the U. S. .'itcanv'yr.t Prairie Bird and
Marmora.

TJ. S. S. Louisville,

Off SlcipwitKs Landing, August 23, 1861^.

Sir : Since the 10th instant no artillery firing has been done in this

district. The enemy, with a ten-gun battery, still linger about
Monticello.

I have to report the Prairie Bird in a very bad condition generally,

but more especially her boilers. * * * She can not be spared
from here, unless relieved by another. This vessel will have to take
a station up the river, and the Prairie Bird guard this point. If
the river does not rise soon, this vessel will not be able to move about
any great distance. I would then have but the Romeo and Marmora
to depend upon, and both are in a bad condition. The Marmora
can not back strong without pieces of her stern frame being knocked
in. She has now four bulkheads built in her stem. I leave this
afternoon for Columbia, Ark.

I am^ sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenaat-CommMtider, Commanding Sixth District.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from, Brigadier-General Andreivs, V. S. Army, to Acting
Master (irace, V. S. Navy, regarding an attach- hy Confederate
force upon As}dey''s Station, Ark.

Hdqrs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps,
DevaLVs Bluff, August ^, 1864.

Captain: A force of the enemy, numbering about 2^000, with
artillery, coming from the north, attacked Ashley's station three
hours ago (12 miles from here), and captured the force there. I
request you to send up one gunboat for our reinforcement; at least
I should be glad to have the force at St. Charles here, but will not
take the responsibility to order it up at present. Indications are that
the rebels are crossing the Arkansas to move this way.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. C. Andrews,

Captain Grace Brigadder- General, Commanding.

Commanding Gunboat.
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Re-port of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, regarding Forresfs
raid upon Memphis, Tenn.

U. S. Ironclad Essex,
Memrphis, Tenn., August 25, 186.1^.

Admiral: Accompanying this I send you a copy of last evening's
Memphis Bulletin containing the more detailed account of Forrest's

abortive raid upon Memphis on Sunday last. It was a complete
surprise, but the enemy failed to accomplish anything beyond the
capture of an inconsiderable number of prisoners. As you will per-

ceive, they came very near snapping up Generals Washburn and
Hurlbut. Foiled in that purpose, they seemingly became discon-

certed. At any rate, their haste to get out of the limits of the city

seems to have been disproportionate to the amount of resistance

offered to them. There was more continued fighting in the suburbs,

where the main body of the rebels had remained. But the newspapers
will give you the details. Of course you will take cum grano salis

the newspaper accounts of particular heroism. The Eighth Iowa

—

veterans and the especial guard of the city proper and the navy
yard—did behave well; the hundred days regiments did as well as

could be expected from such green troops, taken completely by
surprise. In fact, the surprise was the Avorst and most disgraceful

feature of the affair. It now seems to be the general opinion that

some fighting can be got out of the Memphis militia, a result that was
considered 'very problematical a few days since. Forrest's troops

displayed dash without stamina; they were audacious, but lacking

in determined and persistent effort.

On Tuesday there was a tremendous scare, a kind of reverberation

of the real attack, nothing more, but like all reverberations, a great

deal more noisy.

On Sunday morning the Red Rover did not have steam up. Our
engines are in pieces, but I had both vessels prepared to shove off and

anchor in the stream if the occasion should require it. On Tuesday

the Red Rover was lashed to our port quarter very soon after the

alai-m was given, and we were ready to maneuver as well as move.

The Carondelet had meanwhile arrived, and Captain Pattison went

aboard and, by request of General Washburn, proceeded down the

river a little below the fort to reconnoiter. There was nothing there

to be seen.

General Washburn informs me that he succeeded in getting an

order through to General Smith on Sunday directing him to send

a portion of his forces toward Panola to head off Forrest; another

portion to diverge more to the northward and westward from Abbe-

ville, and endeavor to get into the enemy's rear. If anybody can

catch Forrest, General Smith can, but I fear that very desirable

result can not be just now accomplished. Forrest knows the country

hereabouts too well, but if Smith got the order in time, I think there

is a good chance of his thrashing Forrest again.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EoBKRT Townsend,
Commander, TJ. S. Navy.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Corrrnianding Mississippi Squadron.
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Order of Fleet Captain Penrhock, ZJ. S. Nawy, to Lieutenant-Com-

mander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, transmitting request from General

Paine, TJ. S. Army, for a gunboat at Shawneetown, Ky.

Mound City, August 25^ 1864.

Sir: Your communications of the 19th, 22d, 23d, and 24th of

August have been received.

I enclose you a copy of a dispatch received from Lieutenant-Col-

onel S. H. Lathrop, stating that General Paine requests that a gun-
boat be stationed near Shawneetown, and my answer thereto. There
are strong reasons why a gunboat should be stationed in that neigh-
borhood just now, and I wish, as soon as you can, you would detail

one for that purpose.
Admiral Porter also wishes that a gunboat be kept stationed at

Smithland. Please inform me when you will be ready to detail a
gunboat for Shawneetown, so that I may inform the general.

Very respectfully, your obedient sen-ant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,
Commanding Tenth District and U. S. 8. Moose.

[ Enclosure—telegram. ]

Columbus, Ohio, August 24, 1864—4 p. m.
General Paine, commanding the district of Illinois, asks that a

gunboat be stationed at or near Shawneetown, as there is a Jong line
with few troops. The major-general commanding asks that this be
done, and that the boat be light draft. Please answer.

• S. H. Lathrop,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Mound City.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Na.vy, trammitting prize
lists of vessels.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, August 26, 1864.

.

biR: I have the honor to enclose herewith prize lists of the follow-ing vessels belonging to this squadron •

DeYemi^ie^fS^r'
^"" '''"'''' '^ ^'^ '^^'^ '' ^etsytown, Tenn.,

Martian wJtfjZnlV,7m." "' ^'^'"'"''^ '^^"^^' ^^ ^^ ""'"'^ ^^"^

U. S. S. Victory, for capture of 20 barrels whisky, June 30, 1864.
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U. S. S. Kenwood, U. S. S. Ozark, and U. S. S. Lexinaton, for
capture of cotton, etc., during the Eed and Ouachita River expedi-
tions, March, April, and May, 1864.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. M. Pennock,

Fleet Captain mnd Gommandant of Station.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Bar-he, U. S. Nai^y, giving information of Con-
federate attack on the railroad from 'DevalVs Bluff to Little Rock,
Ark.

U. S. S. Hastings,
White River Station, Augiist 26, 1864..

Sir: I have just received intelligence that Shelby, Dobbin, and
McCray, with about 4,000 men and a battery, made an attack on the
railroad from Devall's' Bluff to Little Rock day before j'esterday,

destroying the telegraph, tearing up the rails, and capturing one
entire regiment. There was fighting going on yesterday 8 "miles from
the bluff, where the Exchange and Fawn have gone.
The enemy's force has no doubt been exaggerated. I regard their

movement as a mere raid to create a diversion in favor of Price, who
desires to make a detour around us into Missouri.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. M. Bache,
Lieutetumt, Commanding Seventh District.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant Station, Mound City.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S.

Navy, for a full report in the case of the steamer Volunteer, seized

Noveniber 'Bo, 186S, off Natchez, Miss.

Navy Department, August 27, 1864.

Sir : Has the prize steamer Volunteer * been taken into the service

of the Government ; and if so, what is her present condition ?

The Department understands through private sources that a de-

cree of restitution has been rendered in her case. Has anything been
paid on account of her? A full report is desired at as early a day
as possible.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Comananding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

* See Series I, vol. 25, pp. 597-601.
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Order of Major-Generdl Cariby, U. S. Army, to Brigadier-General
Lawler, U. S. Army, to inform the naval commiander of 'proposed

attempt to capture stewmer Saratoga.

Hdqes. Military Division or West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., August 27, 186/f.

Geiceeal: I am directed by the major-general commanding to re-

quest that you will communicate to Captain Foster, U. S. Navy,
that a detective reports that he has information, through secession
sources, that an attempt will be made to take the steamboat Saratoga
on her trip to Vicksburg; that the rebels have two batteries—one at
Ellis Cliffs and the other at Banshas Landing. The commanding
general does not place much reliance on the report, but it is well
enough to be on guard.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. MOREY,
Captain, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brigadier-General M. K. Laavlek,
Commanding at Morganza. La.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Magune, V. S. Navy, on
assuming command of U. S. S. MilwauJeee.

U. S. S. Milwaukee,
_ ^

, ,.
Mound. City, III, August 27, J864.

bra: In obedience to your order of the 15th instant, I have this
day reported to Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock, and have assumed
command of the U. S. S. Milwaukee.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. W. Magune,
,, ^ „. Acttng Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.
Hon. Gideon Wellies,

Secretary of tJie Navy.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, V. S. Navy, reqardinq
the prevention of the enemy from crossing the Mississippi River.

U. S. S. Vindicator,
Natchez, August 27, 186^.

Admiral: A deserter from the rebel Army came into one of thegunboats with a few letters for the other side
He states, as do also the letters, that the orders to prepare to cro=«were given Monday, the 22d, but for the present the orSer has bVen

Thk .'rl'"'' T'"^ *" *K^ ^^g>^^"^« «* the Federal gunboats.

SrtSteSl^gSJht.'^^^ ^' dissatisfaction, and s^me 500

thJ^affi.^''*''^'"^^^
gratifying to me to hear this rebel testimony ofthe efficiency and vigilance of this district. I have considered all
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along.that this crossing should, if possible, be stopped, and have used
every exertion in my power, in which I have been ably seconded by
all the commanders, who are fully alive to its importance and have
been untiring in their activity.

I have been obliged to withdraw the gunboat stationed at the
Indianola to complete the chain between Grand Gulf to Natchez.
I shall send her back as soon as possible.

If you can, spare me one more light-draft, the Cricket or Juliet,
for temporary service in this district, to protect the Indianola in the
absence of the other gunboat.
The enemy are encamped on Scilly Island, only 20 miles from the

Mississippi, 20,000 strong, waiting only for the gunboats to relax
their vigilance to cross, so you can see I need a strong force.

I am also in need of coal, and wish a barge could be sent; the
consumption has been greatly increased from the gunboats being
required now to be the most of the time underway.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thomas O. Selfridge,
Lieutenant-Gommander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Portee,
Cotnmanding Mississippi Squadron.

General report of Fleet Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, making refer-
ence to prize vessels Union and Mattie Cool:

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Mound City, III., August £7, 186^.

My Dear Admiral : The commanding officer of the Osage reports
that his vessel is now lying nearly as fair and straight as when she
was on the stocks. He is waiting for the iron workers to repair the
fractured sheets in the sides and bulkheads. He considers her per-

fectly safe, even if the waters should rise and take her off without the
repairs being done, as he could take her to Mound City as she is, as

soon as afloat. The blacksmith and. carpenter shops I ordered to his

assistance some time since, to work under his orders; they are prob-
ably there by this time.

The chief of Bureau of Ordnance informs me that during his

official visit to Cairo last winter you told him that you would cause

to be erected without expense to the bureau suitable quarters for the

ordnance officer, and requests that the promise may be fulfilled at an
early date, the building being made as commodious and comfortable

as circumstances will permit. I enclose you a letter from Mr. Fri-

ganza, and think his suggestion a good one; please let me know if

you approve it.

The reports of wages paid mechanics at different places were so

conflicting that I determined to delay fixing the increased wages of

thase in our employ until I could obtain information sufficiently

reliable to enable me to do justice to the Government as well as to

the men.
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Yesterday the ship carpenters and calkers struck. This morning

I ordered them to be discharged, never again to be permitted to work

on this station. I understand they threaten not to allow anyone m
their departments to work for us. If they do try it, I will stop it at

all hazards. In a day or two I will have all the information neces-

sary to guide me aright, and shall increase the wages of those now
at work, dating the increase from the first of this month. Those who
struck will be paid (unless you direct otherwise) to the day of th^ir

discharge (the 26th) at the old rate.

I telegraphed you to-day that the Milwaukee has her officers on

board (a volunteer lieutenant and three ensigns from the East), and

I have ordered as executive the former executive officer of the St.

Clair. The river is rising fast, and with the assistance of a towboat

to guide her in the short turns, I think there will be no trouble in

getting her to White Kiver, as you directed. Phelps leaves here to-day

for his station. He thinks there will be no more trouble in White
Eiver, but that the rebels will try to cross the Mississippi between

Helena and the Yazoo, especially near Greenville. Mitchell has gone

to join his division. If recruits continue to come down as they have
for the last fortnight, it will not take long to fill up the fleet.

Two prizes, the Union and Mattie Cook., have arrived since you
left. The former has been turned over to the marshal and the latter

has been reported to the judge. Your order for me to report all prizes

to you I will carry out in any cases that may arise in future.

Bleeckter went to Cincinnati some time since and told me he
thought he should go to Washington from there, as it was impossible
for him to conduct his business without money, and people refused
to sell him goods, except at enormous prices, unless he could tell them
when they would get their money. Dunn has received no money yet.

Sincerely, your friend,

A. M. Pennock.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Brighton Home, Perth Amboy, N. J.

General order of Rear-AdnmrcH Porter., giring precautions against
torpedoes.

General Order. 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 235. J Flagship Black Hawk,

Mound City, August 28, 1864.

Owing to the fact that an attempt has been made to blow up one of
the squadron (Lafayette) by a torpedo, the attention of commanders
is drawn to the general order requiring extra caution in relation to
such matters and the necessity of moving the position of the vessels
at or after sunset. A lookout will always be kept in the daytime, and
logs or buoys found floating will be examined. Every commander
will endeavor to give information in regard to the torpedoes lately
sent from the East and the parties connected therewith.

David D. Porter,
Rear-AdmArcH, Comdg. Miss. Squadron.
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Report of Brigadier-Gen£.ral Andrews, U. S. Army, regarding attack
upon steamers White Cloud and Henry Chouteau.

Port Hudson, La., August 29, I864..

General: The steamer White Cloud was fired upon this a. m. by a
battery and some riflemen on this side the river near an island below
Bayou Sara. Her steam pipe is reported cut by a shot which dis-
abled her. She received 5 shots out of 13 fired. No one hurt on board.
The [Henry] Chouteau was fired upon higher up the river by a bat-
tery of eight pieces, two of which were 12-pounders; also by some
riflemen. She received five shots; no one hurt.- don't think either
boat greatly damaged. The gunboats I4. [Kenwood] and 54 [Nymph]
hastened to the scene of action.

Geo. L. Andrews,
Briga/lier-Genei^al of Volunteers, Commanding.

Brigadier-General M. K. Lawler,
Morgama.

liepoj't of Lieutenant Earl, U. S. Army, giving statement of Edward
A. Harris regarding torpedoes made and placed hy the enemy for
the destruction of the fleet.

Headquarters Special Scouts,
Natchez, Miss., August 30, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that Edward A. Harris, a member
of my command, who was sent to investigate the matter of Con-
federates placing torpedoes in the Mississippi Eiver, has returned
and reports as follows

:

I proceeded down the river as far as Morgan Bend, scouting the
east bank of the river from Fort Adams to the foot of Tunica Island.

I learned from undoubted authority (the rebels themselves) that
Colonels Hill, Hunter, and Weldon and Major Perkins, with several

other men brought with them from Mobile for the purpose, had been
engaged in making torpedoes for the destruction of our fleet upon the
lower Mississippi, for which the Confederate Government were to

give them one-half the value of the vessels destroyed. Colonel Hill

and Major Perkins are the two most dangerous men. They are the

men who placed the torpedo on the bow of the gunboat Lafayette.

They also ran one under the Ozark, but owing to the defective ar-

rangement of the percussion it would not explode. Their manner of

operating is to float them down or to make one fast between two
skiflFs at a distance of a hundred yards from each, then in the night

the skiffs are floated one on each side of the boat, which brings the

torpedo under the boat, when one of the men in the skiff explodes the

torpedo by means of a lanyard. Colonel Hunter's way of operating

is to plant them in the channel and wait for passing boats to explode

them. Colonel Weldon I know nothing about, as he had been at

Tunica but a few days when the commands were ordered back to

Mobile to operate against our fleet there. They all started for

Mobile on the 10th of the present month. Colonel Hunter has some
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four or five torpedoes planted in the river, but where I could not

learn They make the torpedoes about 8 miles from Tunica at some

secluded place. Part of the men boarded at William Dougherty s.

Hill and Perkins had a tent. This was all that he was able to learn

respecting them.
I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

I. N. Earl,

First Lieutenant, Gonmumding Special Scouts.

Colonel Myee,
. .

Chief Signed Offker, Military Div. of West Mississtppi.

Cooperative movement up White River, August SO, 1864.

letter from Major-Oeneral Steele, U. S. Army, to Acting Master Grace, TJ. S. Navy,

commanding V. S. S. Pawn, requesting cooperation.

LiiTLE EocK, August 28, 1864-

I have dispatched to General Andrews in regard to a movement up
White Eiver, in which your cooperation is solicited. I requested

General Andrews to consult with you on the subject. Whatever you
may agree upon will be satisfactory to me.

Very respectfully.

Captain J. E. Gkace, U. S. Navy.
F. Steeus, Majar-General.

Beport of Brigadier-General Andrews, V. S. Army, proposing duty for U. S. S.

Pawn.

Hdqes. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps,
DevalVs Bluff, August 27, 1864—9 f. m.

Captain : Some citizens reported this afternoon that the prisoners
passed through Hickory Plains. If Shelby has gone north, would
it not be best immediately to send up the gunboat 30 [Fawn], Cap-
tain Grace, which is here, and a hundred men or so on the Celeste?
Information might be gained, and they would, perhaps, be just in
season for General West. In this event, an infantry regiment should
move here, say the Fifty-seventh U. S. Colored, of Graves' brigade.

Very respectfully,

C. C Andrews,
Brigadier-General, Cammanding.

Captain C. H. Dyer,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Little Rock.

Order of Brigadier-General Andrews, U. S. Army, to Colonel Graves, U. S. Army,
for Immediate movement, escorted by IT. S. S. Fawn.

Hdqrs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps,
DevalVs Bluff, Ark., August 28, 1864—7:30 p. m.

Colonel: You will embark at 11 o'clock to-night as quietly as
possible on steamer Kate Hart, with all the effective part of your
brigade now at this post, taking eight days' rations and sixty rounds
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of ammunition per man. The gunboat No. 30 {Fawri], Captain
Grace, will accompany you as escort. You will move up White
Kiver to cooperate with and act under the orders of Brigadier-
General West, who is now out after Shelby. Take a few axes.
Report to these headquarters the number of men you take.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. C. Andrews,
Brigadier-General^ Commanding.

Colonel W. H. Graves,
Commanding First Brigade.

Beport of Brigadier-General Andrews, TJ. S. Army, referring to cause of delayed
movement.

Hdqrs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps,
DevalVs Bluff, August 30, 1864.-8:30 a. m.

The Kate Hart left with Colonel Graves' command, of a little up-
ward of 600 men, and gunboat Fawn, Captain Grace, at 6 o'clock

this morning. The movement was delayed two hours by the tardy
and frivolous conduct of Captain Grace in regard to getting another
pilot. Up to 12 o'clock last night he gave me to understand he
could move at daylight. Lieutenant Davis, with 100 men of First

Missouri Ca*'alry (late escort, for General Rosecrans), has just moved
out for Little Rock. He expects to camp to-night at stockade be-

yond Ashley's Station.

Very respectfully, C. C. Andrews,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Ca2Jtain C. H. Dyer.

Beport of Major-General Washburn, 11. S. Army, transmitting letter from lieu-

tenant-Commander fhelps, IT. S. Navy.

Headquarters District of West Tennessee,
Memphis, Terwi., Septemi>er 3, 186^.

General: I have just received a letter from Commander Phelps,

U. S. Navy, of whicJti I enclose a copy. I think that the danger on
White River is over. I shall send to General Mower by the bearer

of this an order to return here and proceed at once to Atlanta, if,

when he arrives at the mouth of White River, he becomes satisfied

that there is no need for his services. My cavalry I shall order to

proceed up toward Jacksonport and cooperate with Steele in the

pursuit of Price, Shelby, Marmaduke & Co. I am pretty well sat-

isfied that a raid of large proportions is about being made on Mis-

souri, and have advised the War Department and General Rosecrans

of my belief.

I am, general, your obedient servant,

C. C- Washburn,
Major-General.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commanding Military Division of West Mississippi.
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[Enclosure.]

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,

Memphis, September -5, 186Jf.

General: Captain Bache received your letter, requesting him to

communicate with St. Charles on the 30th, and sent a gunboat up

immediately. That vessel left St. Charles on the 1st instant, bringing

the information that the post was evacuated on that day by order of

General Steele. Colonel Moore, commanding the post, having re-

monstrated with the general on the receipt of the first order to

evacuate, received a peremptory order to do so. Shelby was being

pursued, or rather hunted for, by two commands sent out by General

Steele for that purpose. Nothing positive appeared to be known

about Shelby's movements or whereabouts, but it was supposed that

he had gone to Jacksonport. The same may be said of the knowledge

possessed by our forces in regard to the operations of the rebel forces

in Arkansas. Pine Bluff is not captured.
S. L. Phelps,

Lieutenant-Commander, Divisional Commander Miss. Squadron.

Major-General Washbtjen, U. S. Army,
Commanding District of West Tennessee, etc.

Eeport of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, TJ. S. Navy, announcing the evacuation

of St. Charles, Ark., by order of Major-General Steele, TT. S. Army.

U. S. S. Hastings, September 4., 1864-

Sir: St. Charles has been evacuated by order of General Steele.

As there are but 4 feet water in White River, none but light tinclads

can ascend it as far as St. Charles, and the works abandoned there

are, with the advantages of the position, of great strength and a

constant menace upon the navigation of the river. I have ordered
that no gunboats shall pass above there while the enemy is, as now,
within a few hours' march of the works, which he can occupy at will.

The bluffs extend along the river for one and a half miles, where
turns of difficulty for stern-wheel vessels, coining down, have to be
made, and where they are obliged to back up to obtain a fair direction
for passiftg between the wrecks sunk there by the rebels, and through-
out there is shoal water. A tinclad exposed to the fire of field battery
would inevitably be cut to pieces and lost in attempting to run the
fire in such a place, and her own battery, either on account of turns
or the boldness of the bluff, would be of little service. If the position
should be occupied by the enemy, the gunboats would be blockaded
above it, and in the event of Devall's Bluff being captured, of which
there is danger, they would have little prospect of escape. I await
your instructions in this matter.

It is my opinion that the enemy in large force is making demon-
strations of attack upon Little Eock and General Steele's communica-
tions, to attract attention while Price, with some 12,000 mounted
men, dashes into Missouri, where he will be able to play sad havoc
at will. It may, however, be the enemy's purpose to make an earnest
attack upon General Steele, and he certainly is in force to do so, with
a show of ability to succeed. In either case, St. Charles is at present
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a point of great danger, being within a day's march of the pontoon
bridge on the Arkansas.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenan t-Corrmiander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Keport of Colonel Graves, Twelfth Uichigan Infantry, commanding First Brigade,
Second Division, Seventh Army Corps.

Hdqrs. First Brigade,
Second Division, Seventh Army Corps,

DevalVs Bluf, Ark., September 8, 186Jf.

LiEtTTENANT: Pursuant to orders received from Brigadier-General
C. C. Andrews, commanding division, I embarked at daylight on the
30th day of August, 1864, with the Twelfth Michigan Infantry and
detachments of the Fifty-fourth and Sixty-first Illinois Infantry, 22
officers and 51.5 men all told, on board the steamer Kate Hart, and
convoyed by gunboat No. 30 {Fawn) , Captain Grace, commanding,
proceeded up White River to effect a junction with Brigadier-Gen-
eral West, commanding a cavalry expedition then in pursuit of the
rebfel General Shelby, supposed to be in the neighborhood of Jack-
s-onport. Also had rations and ammunition for General West's com-
mand. The river proved to be very low, the boats frequently striking
on the bottom and finding great difficulty in getting along at all.

During the second day out (August 31) saw several detachments of
rebel pickets along the river. Ran on to within 19 miles by river,

6 miles by land, of Augusta, when, finding the navigation growing
more and more difficult, I decided, after consultation with Captain
Grace, of the gunboat, that it would be imprudent to go higher up
with the boats. We had passed rebel pickets for the last 20 miles

of the river, and from information they were Dobbin's command,
who was reported to be in Augusta with a force variously estimated
by our informants from 800 to 1,500 men. Nothing could be ob-

tained in reference to the whereabouts of General West. Accord-
ingly, I directed our return to Devall's Bluff, where the expedition

arrived in the afternoon of the 2d instant. The only casualty was
1 man of the Twelfth Michigan Infantry, shot dead accidentally.

Shortly after debarking, instructions were received from General
Andrews to reembark at daylight next morning. Lighter draft boats

and reinforcements were furnished for this second expedition, which
consisted of detachments of my own and Ward's brigade. Smith's

division, Seventeenth Corps, in all, numbering 1,000 officers and men,
on board three steamers. Left Devall's Bluff shortly after daylight

Saturday, September 3, destination and object same as before. Dur-
ing the forenoon of the next day, at and above Peach Orchard Bluffs,

saw rebel pickets, who kept along the bank ahead of us, watching
our movements. About 4 p. m. the advanced boat, the Corrwnercial,

was fired into by a party of rebels concealed in the bushes on the

left bank of the river. The first volley killed 1 man, wounded
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myself severely in the knee, and 7 men, 3 of them seriously. Directly

after the first fire we were greeted by a volley from the opposite bank
of the river from a small party of perhaps 40 or 50. The party
firing the first volley numbered from 300 to 400 men, as was after-

wards ascertained from a citizen living near. For a moment there
was considerable confusion among my men. They very soon became
cool and returned the fire briskly. In the meantime the other boats
came up and began firing, and the gunboat opened a brisk fire into
the thickets which concealed the enemy, who soon withdrew in haste.

The steamer Dove, having on board a detachment of the Ninety-
fifth Illinois, about 200 strong, and which had been sent up to join
my command, came up at this point. Thinking there must be
greater numbers of the enemy nearby, who would probably attack us,
I ordered the boats to land and the troops ashore, but nothing more
was seen of the enemy that night. It was afterward ascertained that
this force was a part of Dobbin's command, under Captain Ander-
son, and that a much larger force was but a short distance back,
which would no doubt have attacked us had the first attempt suc-
ceeded in throwing us into confusion, as was anticipated. The loss
of the enemy could not be ascertained, but I have no doubt equaled
or exceeded our own. My loss was that stated above; 1 man on
steamer Celeste, mortally wounded and since dead, and 1 man
wounded on steamer Nevada.
The expedition went no higher up the river that night. Owing to

my wound, the active command devolved upon Colonel L. M. Ward
Fouteenth Wisconsin Infantry, under whose command the troops'
landed next mornmg at a point one mile and a half across a bend
of the river from Augusta and advanced on that place. He found
about 400 of the enemy in the town, and they fled on the approach
ot our troops' force. Dobbin, with his command, had departed to
jom Shelby, near Jacksonport, higher up the river. It was found
impossible to get the boats farther up the river, owing to the low
stage of water. A few miles below I was met by a boat bearing
dispatches from General Andrews, ordering my immediate return
Ihe messenger also bore dispatches for General West, and about 2
miles above Peach Orchard Bluffs I landed him and furnished him

KnlvllVSt"^
*"" ''"^"'^* *° ^""^ ^'' "^^y ''''''°'' *^^ ^°"^t^y to

.

The expedition returned, arriving at Devall's Bluff without further
circumstances in he afternoon of Tuesday, September 6, instant

Kespectlully, your obedient servant,

Col. 12th Mich. Infantry, Corwdg. Brigade aS the Expedition.
Lieutenant W. A. Mabtin.
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, M Division, 7thArmy Corps.

Order of
f^l^^ll-^^^^^^^^^<^r^;^^, 17. S. Army, to Colonel Graves, XT. S. Armyto proceed above Devall's Bluff, escorted by the U. S. S. Fawn.

Hdqes. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps,
DevalVs Bluff, September 2, 'l86^.

Colonel: Agreeable to the verbal instructions given vou this afternoon by brigadier-general commanding, you will again move up
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White River with the effective force of the Twelfth Michigan In-
fantry and detachments of Fifty-fourth and Sixty-first Illinois, to
reinforce and cooperate with General West against Shelby. The
Fourteenth Wisconsin Infantry and Eighty-first Illinois Infantry,
also one section of artillery and forty cavalry, will constitute the
rest of the force which will accompany you and be under your orders.
The gunboat Fawn, Captain Grace, will go as escort. You will have
for transports the steamers Nevada, Commercial, and Celeste. The
artillery will embark on the Nevada, and it is already understood that
the Fourteenth Wisconsin and Eighty-first Illinois Infantry will also

embark on that boat. It is intended to have everything on the boats
by 2 o'clock to-night, so there will be a certainty the boats can leave
at daylight. I learn that when General West left Searcy it was his

intention to go toward Grand Glaise. You will adopt the best means
in your power to communicate with him and inform him of what is

going on. I expect you will be able to get above the mouth of Little

Ked River with the transports; above there it will be best to land
about twenty of the cavalry on the west side of the river to com-
municate with General West. Mr. John Thorpe will be a good guide
on that side of the river ; he will be aboard the Celeste. Mr. McLaren,
another guide, for the east side of the river, will report to you. You
will go up the river as far as possible and then land and march on
Augusta, unless you learn from General West or other good authority

that the en^my is somewhere else, in which case you will march on
the enemy. If General West should be at Grand Glaise, and the

Celeste or some other boat can reach that point and help him cross,

the result might be very favorable, allowing that Shelby is near

Augusta. If it is in my power I will send along more troops after

you. Use every effort to have Shelby suppressed.

Very respectfully,

C. C. Andrews,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Colonel W. H. Graves,
Commmnding First Brigade.

Report of Brigadier-General Andrews, II. S. Army, regarding proposed movement
above OevaU's Bluff.

Hdqrs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps,

DevalVs Bluff, Septemler 2, 186^—6: 45 p. m.

Captain: I think I will have everything in readiness for the

expedition to move at daylight to-morrow. Captain Grace says he

will go. I will send the Nevada, Commercial, and Celeste. Will be

able perhaps to send forty cavalry, twenty to land on west side of

river, to go and communicate with General West, and twenty to go
with the infantry, on east side of the river. I can not send out any

more cavalry, I think. Colonel Graves says a woman near Peach

Orchard Bluff reported that Shelby was about to move to join Price

at Dardanelle and move thence into Missouri.

Very respectfully, C. C Andrews,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Captain C. H. Dyer,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Little Rock.
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Beport of Brigadier-General Andrews, V. S. Army, of return to Devall's Bluff.

Hdqes. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps,

Devairs Bluff, September 6, 186^—1 :30 p. m.

Captain : The Celeste and Commercial have returned with Graves'

own force. The other boats expected soon. On the afternoon of

the 4th the boats were fired into at Gregory's Landing. Colonel

Graves and 8 men were wounded, 1 killed, 1 since died. Graves is

rather severely wounded in the leg. The next day they went into

Augusta. No enemy there and has not been for a month. Dobbin

was reported east of Cache River; Shelby in neighborhood of Jack-

sonport.

Very respectfully, C. C. Andrews,
Brigadier-General, Canvmwnding

.

Captain C. H. Dyer,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Little Rock.

letter from lieutenant-Commander Phelps, 11. S. Navy, to Uajor-General Steele,

TT. S. Army, announcing arrival at Devall's Bluff with additional gunboats.

U. S. Gunboat Hastings,
DevalVs Bluff, September 10, 186^.

General: I have come up the river with additional gunboats to

assist in»your movements. From the information I can gather here

I am not likely to have the pleasure of seeing you unless I go over
to Little Rock to congratulate you on your success and triumphs.
This river is falling, and there is not now over 5 feet of water on
some of the bars. If this is to be your base of supplies, the low
water coming requires your prompt attention, as at 3 feet, the low-
water stage, steamers could bring up very little freight indeed,
while we have but one or two gunboats of sufficiently light draft to
act as convoy. It is probable that all the gunboats except two will
be obliged to leave this river within two weeks' time. If I could
have obtained conveyance I would have gone over to your camp
to-day. Horseback riding for such a distance is rather too much
for the uninitiated. We will make an effort to get up to Jackson-
port, leaving here in the morning. I shall be glad to be of service
to you in every way possible.

I am, general, respectfully and most truly, yours,

S. L. Phelps,
Commanding Sixth and Seventh Districts, Miss. Squadron.

Major-General Fredreick Steele, U. S. Army,
Comnnanding U. S. Forces before Little Rock, Ark.

Report of Lieutertant-CoTnmander Fitch, U. S. Navy, referring to
the destruction of wharf boat and Government stores at Oioens-
boro, Ky.

U. S. S. Moose,
Evansville, Ind., September 1, 1864.

+k^^' I a" a^-^
respectfully report that some four or five days after

the U. b. S. Silver Lake was called from Owensboro, [Ky.], to patrol
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the Cumberland, a squad of guerrillas came into town and set fire

to and burned the wharf boat with, I believe, some Government
stores on it. When I withdrew the Silver Lake, I ordered thfe

Brilliani to relieve her, but from tardiness on the part of the boiler-

makers at Evansville, her boilers were not in readiness in time.

When I supposed she was at Owensboro, she was still at Evansville,

and the small job of patching a boiler not yet completed. When I

ordered the Silver Lake to the Cumberland there was a garrison

of troops at Owensboro—one regiment—sufficient to defend the

place against all the guerrillas in Kentucky, but for some reason the

troops were withdrawn shortly after the Silver Lake left. The
damage done by the rebels amounted to scarcely anything, as I am
told the Government stores burned with the wharf boat were only

a few things left behind by the regiment that had left there.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Rot Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander, G<ymdg. 10th Dist. Miss. Sqiiadron.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain Perv-

nock, V. S. Navy, to furnish information regarding prizes sent for

adjudication.

Perth Amboy, N. J., September 1, 1864.

Sir: You will please state to me as soon as possible the names of

the vessels that have been sent in as prizes since I left, all the cir-

cumstances attending the cases, the cargoes, etc., and I will report

them to the judge. You will have all the evidence taken by the

prize commissioners, and send the papers to the judge from Cairo,

[111.].

Respectfully, yours, David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Captain A. M. Pennock.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Davis, p. S.

Navy, to serve as senior member of a commAssion on selection of

site for naval station on the Mississippi River.

Navy Department, Septernber 2, 1864-.

Cir: An act of Congress approved June 30, 1864, having author-

ized and empowered the Secretary of the Navy to " anoint a commis-

sion, consisting of one naval officer, one officer of the Engineer Corps,

and one civilian, to select the most approved site for a navy yard

or naval station on the Mississippi River or tipon one of its tribu-

taries and to report to the next session of Congress," I hereby ap-

point you as the naval officer of the commission and senior mem-
ber thereof. The other members of the commission are Lieutenant-

Colonel A. H. Bowman, of the Engineer Corps, who has been de-

tailed by the War Department for the purpose, and George W.
Blunt, esq., of New York, both of whom have been directed to report

to you by letter.
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You will hold yourself in readiness to enter upon the duties of the

commission on receiving further orders and instructions from the

Department.
Very respectfully, etc., Gideon Welles,

Secretary of Navy.

Bear-Admiral Chas. Henrt Davis, U. S. Navy,
Washington.

Letter from.Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, V. S. Navy, to Major-
General Dana, U. S. Army, giving information received frorw de-

serters regarding movements of the enerruy.

U. S. S. Vindicator, September 2, 186^.

General: Three deserters came into one of our gunboats yester-

day, belonging to the engineer regiment of the Trans-Mississippi

forces. They had been stationed at Kirk's Ferry, on the Tensas
Eiver, where they had built a pontoon for the use of the troops about
to cross the Mississippi. They represent that the orders for crossing

had been countermanded; that a part of their pontoon train had
been sent back to Alexandria; that all the troops had been ordered
to assemble at Monroe. They understood the infantry were to oper-
ate in Arkansas, the cavalry to go to Missouri. This is important,
if true, ^nd looks like carrying the war back to its old boundaries and
cutting off Steele. If you think it necessary, will you inform General
Steele? It may be, also, by assembling at Monroe, they intend to
attack Milliken's Bend and Goodrich's Landing, and perhaps to cross
the river above Vicksburg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Selfhidoe,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. Fifth Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Major-General N. J. T. Dana,
CoTnmanding U. S. Forces, Vickshurg and vicinity.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, transmitting
report regarding the engagement of the U. S. S. Naiad with battery
in vicindiy of Tunica Bend, September 2.

U. S. S. Lafayette, September 6, 1864.
Sir: I have the honor to forward a letter from Acting Master

Henry T. Keene, commanding U. S. S. Naiad. From his letter you
will see that he is short of officers. You will be pleased to send
officers to fill vacancies.
So far as firing into vessels is concerned in his vicinity, it amounts

to very little, and, with the changes I have made, I think there is
little danger to be apprehended in that vicinity.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. p. Foster,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. Second Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Naiad,
Tunica Bendy Mississippi River, September 2, 186Jl^.

Sir : I have the honor to report that we were attacked this morn-
ing by a battery from Howe's Landing. It appeared to consist of
five pieces, three in one position and two in the other, and about 400
yards apart.

We were heading down at the time and they concentrated a cross

fire on us. We got turned around and returned their fire as briskly
as possible and silenced the battery after a while.

The Ozark came to our assistance, but they had ceased firing be-

fore she got within range. We expended 52 rounds of shell and
shrapnel and were hit 22 times, but did us no great damage beyond
cutting our escape pipe, port hog chains, and damaging our wheel a
little.

They had three different kinds of pieces at least, for I have in my
possession 12-pounder rifle shell, 12-pounder round shell, and 6-

pounder solid shot. I have every reason to think that they are in

this neighborhood now, and I am hardly in a proper condition to

defend a place like this and run nights also, in consequence of my
lack of officers, having but two master's mates and one of them sick,

two engineers and not one of them on the list, and one pilot. I will,

however, do all I can to keep the place guarded.
Septerriber l^.—The battery is still here, for while I was on the

upper part of my beat a transport was fired on about 2 this morning.

I did not learn the name. The Ozark came up and we shelled the

woods, but could get no reply. I would respectfully call your atten-

tion to this place, for my officers and men are getting worn out with

extra duty, for I have to keep them at quarters all the time.

Very respectfully, j'our obedient servant,

Henry T. Keene,
Acting Master, Gommanding.

Lieutenant-Commander James P. Foster, U. S. Navy,
CommandAng 2d and 3d Districts Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, to Major-

General Canhy, U. S. Army, offering convoy to Army vessels by

the U. S. S. Ouachita.

Hdqrs. Military Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., September 2, 1864.

I have just received your telegram, through General Lawler, and

will order Captain Wilson, of the Ouachita, now lying at Baton

Rouge, to convoy all vessels you may send up. The vessel carries

forty guns. On arrival here will order Captain Wilson to return

to Baton Rouge to meet any other vessels coming up, and will send

to Morganza by other vessels from here. Bayou Sara vessels will

report to Captain Wilson at Baton Rouge. Would advise, if there

are many vessels going up, that they go together, and I can give them
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a proper convoy. Should Captain Wilson be below Baton Rouge, this

di^ateh should be shown him, and he will return with them.

EespectfuUy,
^^^ p p^^^^

Commanding Second Distnct Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Canby.

[Endorsement.]

Hdqbs. Military Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, September 2, 1864.

Officfal copy respectfully furnished Major-General Reynolds for

his information, and with the request that he will be pleased to keep

Captain Foster posted about the movements of the transports, their

number, and time of departure.

By order of Major-General E. R. S. Canby

:

C. T. Cheistensen,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Reports and correspondence in the case of Acting Master Daniel W.
Glenney, TJ. S. Navy, accused of treacherous conduct whMe com-

manding V. S. S. Rattler, September 4, 1864-.

Keport of Captain Pennock, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting papers in the case.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Memphis, Tenn., October 25, 186i.

Sir : I enclose for the action of the Department the case of Acting

Master D. W. Glenney, late commanding U. S. S. Rattler.

The interests of the public service can not be subjected to the detri-

ment consequent to withdrawing oflScers from distant points to

attend to the adjudication of this case by a naval court-martial whilst

the different reports from commanding officers point unhesitatingly

to the fact that Acting Master Glenney is incompetent to perform
the duties of a naval officer even if the charge of treachery can not

be proven on him, though substantiated by circumstantial evidence.

In direct violation of General Orders Nos. 4 and 24, issued by
Admiral Porter, he directed his boats to land and the crew to pro-

ceed beyond the distance wherein he could protect or afford them
assistance, thereby losing his men by deaths, capture, and showing
his want of judgment and capacity.

Again, violating the distinct order from his superior officer, Lieu-
tenant-Commander Selfridge, who directed him to return to his

command, he proceeded to Vicksburg, and, on the testimony of
Major-General Dana, brought in the accessory of mendacity to sup-
port his unofficerlike conduct.
The testimony of J. P. Green is merely hearsay and, of course, to

a certain extent, unreliable, but the circumstances are so very con-
sistent, and the absence of a motive for bringing such a statement
on the part of Green, confirm my suspicion sufficiently to recommend
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to the Department that Actinff Master D. W. Glenney be summarily
dismissed the United States Navy.

'

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

^ * T7 c, AT « A. M, Pennock,.
Capta^n, U. b. Navy, Oxmmanding Mississippi SquadYon.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.]

U. S. S. Vindicator.
Sir : I enclose the report of Acting Master [N. B.] Willets' inves-

tigation in the affair that led to the capture of 18 of the Rattler's
crew near the residence of Mr. Joshua James.
The conduct of her late commander. Acting Master D. [W.]

Glenney, has been such as to cause me to deprive him of his com-
niand, place him under arrest, and to put Acting Master Willets, late
of the Benton, in charge of the Rattler, all of which I trust may meet
your approval.

I also enclose a copy of a confidential letter from General Dana,
which was my first intimation of such culpable disobedience on the
part of Acting Master Glenney.
The latter came down to me in person a day or two after the loss

of his men
;^
for which act, leaving his command without authority,

I severely reprimanded him. In an hour afterwards I sent him back
on the Empress, at the same time expressing much censure at the
exposed state of his vessel in the absence of her captain. It seems,
instead of rejoining the Rattler, this officer coolly passed on to Vicks-
burg, where he remained two or more days, which was made known
to me through General Dana.

It was but a short time previous to this affair that I had informed
Captain Glenney that I did not wish him to go or send armed parties
ashore, it being in direct violation of your general orders.

Acting Master Willets, I think, will make an excellent commander.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Selfridge,
Lieuteniant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[ Subenclosures. ]

U. S. S. Rattler,

Oif Hurricane Island, September 12, 186^.

Sir : In accordance with your order to ascertain all the particulars

in regard to the late actions of Acting Master D. W. Glenney, late

commander of this vessel, I have to state that I have questioned the
officers closely in all the details of the case, and learn from them that

an expedition left the vessel on the 4th instant, between 8 and 9 p. m.,

to search the house of J. James for his two sons (officers in the

rebel Army) , who, by information received from negroes, were in the
habit of visiting home at night. About three-quarters of an hour
after the cutterleft, shots were beard in the direction of the cutter.
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then lying at the Louisiana shore, nearly abreast of the ship, and in

charJof two contrabands, the rest of the party having started up ti^e

river bank toward James's residence, about 2 miles distant, some

nSht: rSue wa^bfrn^from the vessel as a signal to the

gig (which had been sent to the Missi^ippi shore on some duty)

,

which caused Acting Third Assistant Engineer J. H. Hume, with

party, to turn back toward the boat On their return, as they arrived

at the edge of the wood, and withm a quarter of a mile of their

landing place, they were ordered to halt and surrender, as they

were c^m^pletely surrounded and overpowered. Mr. Hume imme-

diately ordered his men, in a low tone, to fire, which was done and

quickly returned by about 100 shots from the rebels from all sides,

wounding 1 of our men and killing 4 of their own, when they rushed

upon ou? men and captured 18, the officer m charge and 2 men

making their escape by crossing through the woods and down the

^^
During this time an attack had been made on the cutter and the

two contrabands left to guard it killed and thrown oyerb^rd. Ihe

cutter was then manned by a rebel officer and men, the officer being

the commander of the rebel gunboat Missouri and the men a detach-

ment of seamen from the same vessel. Acting Master D. W. GlennCT,

commanding, ordered the executive officer. Acting Ensign H. _N.

Wells, to take the dingey with an armed crew and proceed caretully

toward the Louisiana shore and see if he could ascertain by any means

the cause of the firing and the whereabouts of our men. On coming

about 200 yards from the shore, he (Mr. Wells) discovered the cutter

pulling toward the vessel. He immediately hailed her, to which the

officer in the cutter answered aye, aye.

Mr. Wells not being satisfied with the answer, requested the officer

in charge of the cutter to give his name. No attention being paid

to the request, he (Mr. Wells) commenced firing with his revolver

and muskets upon the men in the boat, at the same time hailing the

ship and informing the commander that the cutter was captured and

now making an attempt to board the vessel by approaching her on

the quarter, requesting his commander to train a gun sharp on the

quarter and fire at the captured boat, upon which the cutter made
for the Louisiana shore.

By this time the vessel, having slipped her chain, was underway
and, proceeding in the direction in which the cutter was last seen,

fired a shot after her. Dropping slowly down- the river looking for

the cutter until abreast the foot of Hurricane Island, she rounded
to and proceeded up the river close to the Louisiana shore (to see

if she could find any of her men or the enemy) as far as James's
residence. Mr. James made his appearance on the bank. He was
asked if any of the Rattler's crew had been there that night.

The reply was no. The vessel then proceeded down the river,

when she was hailed by Acting Third Assistant Engineer J. H. Hume.
The vessel being landed, two shots were fired from the vessel, and
the officer (Mr. Hume) and two of the crew taken on board, his

voice being recognized before landing. The vessel proceeded to her
anchorage within about 200 yards of the Louisiana shore and abreast

the place where the cutter was first landed.
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On the following morning (the 5th instant) the vessel was got
underway and went up opposite James's house and landed at the
bank on the Louisiana shore, Avhen Acting Master D. W. Glenney,
commanding, Acting Third Assistant Engineer James H. Hume,
Acting Master's Mate William N. Bock, and D. D. Knapp, gunner's
mate, went on shore, procured a negro guide and horses and started

for the rebel camp under a flag of truce for the purpose of paroling

the prisoners belonging to the crew of the Rattler captured the night
previous. This was accomplished, and the officers returned between
8 and 12 p. m., the paroled men reaching the vessel about daylight

on the morning of the 6th. On the evening of the same day, between
the hours of 12 m. and 4 p. m.. Acting Master D. W. -Glenney left

the vessel and went on board the steamer F. F. Wilson and reported

himself and the circumstances attending the capture to Lieutenant-

Commander Thomas O. Selfridge, commanding Fifth District and

U. S. S. Vindicator, then lying at same point between Waterproof
and Natchez Island.

On Wednesday, the 7th, he passed up the river on the steamer

Empress. He hailed the TJ. S. S. Rattler and ordered the executive

officer (Acting Ensign H. N. Wells) to allow no one to go on shore

and to keep a strict watch, as he (Glenney) had heard the rebels

were in the vicinity, and if any were discovered to throw a few shell

among them and fire a shell every fifteen minutes or thereabouts

during the night, as he (Glenney) was going to Vicksburg. Acting

Master D. W. Glenney returned on board the U. S. S. Rattler on the

10th instant. This is the most explicit account of the whole affair

that I can obtain.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. B. WiLLETS,
Acting Master, Oornmanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Thos. O. SELFEinriE,

Commanding Fifth District and TJ. S. S. Vindicator.

Confidential.] Headquarters, District or Vicksburg,

Vicksburg, Miss., September 9, 1864..

I feel it my duty, in this confidential way, to state my belief that

there are very suspicious circumstances connected with the conduct

of the acting lieutenant commanding the gunboat Rattler. He has

been loafing about here for a day or two and reports himself on

parole. Some of my officers state that he has told them that he still

commands his vessel, but that his parole requires him to keep his

vessel out of the way and not to use his guns on the enemy. Ihey

say that he is on most intimate terms with James and other rebels

in his vicinity, and was captured under the most suspicious cir-

cumstances. His vessel is said to be now purposely out of position

without vour knowledge, being at or above Joe Davis's Bend.

He has had considerable money, and is suspected of being in collu-

sion with rebels in cotton business.

It is possible you have no confidence in him yourself, and, tor

aught I know, you may have him in arrest ; but I have thought best.
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in this friendly way, to address you, so that you may take such meas-

ures as may seem best to you in event of your not being informed.*******
With much respect and regard, I remain, your obedient servant.

N. J. T. Dana,
Major-General.

Captain Selfridge,
Commanding Division, ZJ. S. Navy.

U. S. S. Benton,
Fairchild''s Island, Octoher 8, 186Jf.

Sib : Joseph P. Green, who professes to be a deserter from the rebel

Navy, was received on board this vessel this morning. He states

that he has been employed on board a rebel transport at Shreveport,

La., and that he left that town on the 26th of last month. He has
made certain statements in regard to the recent capture of a portion

of the crew of the U. S. S. Rattler, which I feel it my duty to submit
to you. He does not make these statements from his own personal
knowledge, but from what he heard from the rebel officers at Shreve-
port. They spoke of these matters freely; in fact, they were the
subject of open and common conversation.

He says it was the subject of common remark among the rebel
officers at ^Shreveport that an arrangement had been entered into
between the commanding officer of the U. S. S. Rattler and a certain
Colonel Harrison, of the rebel Army, that the Rattler should be
treacherously surrendered to the rebels; that it was understood to
be agreed, on the part of the commanding officer of the Rattler, that
he should, at an appointed time, send on shore two of his boats with
a considerable portion of his crew ; that these boats were to be cap-
tured by the rebels, and to be used by them to board and capture the
Rattler; that Colonel Harrison informed Lieutenant Jonathan H.
Carter (late of the U. S. Navy) of these arrangements, and that
Carter proceeded from Shreveport with certain of the crew of the
rebel vessels Missouri and Well, and with them captured the boats
of the Rattler; that it was the intention of Carter to board and cap-
ture the Rattler, which he could easily have done, as so large a por-
tion of her crew were absent; that after having got possession of
her and her signals. Carter was to put a large force on board her
and proceed down the river to attempt to capture other gunboats of
this squadron, and that the whole plan was upset by the alarm that
was given by an acting ensign belonging to the Rattler.
This man Green makes all these statements as if they were the sub-

ject of frequent and common remarks among the rebel officers at
Shreveport. He gives all the particulars of the capture of the boats'
crews and the boats of the Rattler with ahnost as much ease and
familiarity as if he had been an eyewitness. He speaks of the dis-
appointment of Carter at their failure, and says that the rebels cal-
culated on doing much injury to this squadron. His principal
information was derived from a Mr. Bonica, who was a chief engi-
neer in the rebel Navy, and who was with Carter in the expedition
from Shreveport for the capture of the Rattler.
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Green was Bonica's steward and heard him and other rebel officers

speak of the affair without reserve and is fully of the opinion that
the captain of the Rattler intended to suffer his vessel to be captured.
Bonica was a resident of St. Louis, Mo.; he has lately deserted

from the rebel Navy, and intends to try to reach home via Matamoras
and New Orleans. In this connection, I may say that one of my
engineers, Mr. Fairfowl, was acquainted with a Mr. John Bonica,
formerly of St. Louis, who was a steamboat engineer. This goes
somewhat to confirm the statements of the man Green. Indeed, I
can not conceive any reason why he should misrepresent in this mat-
ter. All his statements are so in accordance with the facts in rela-

tion to the capture of the boats of the Rattler, and of many other
circumstances that transpired at the time, that it is almost impossible
to believe that he is telling anything but the truth. It is true that
his story is merely from hearsay. Yet I shall feel it my duty to

detain him on board this vessel until I shall receive your decision

in regard to him. He says that he is a native and resident of
Memphis.

Soon after the capture of the boats of the Rattler, Captain Self-

ridge ordered her commanding officer. Acting Master D. W. Glen-
ney, to be placed under close arrest ; but he informed me that he had
afterwards released him from close arrest, merely confining him to

his vessel. But since hearing the statement of this rebel deserter I

have felt it my duty to again order Acting Master D. W. Glenney
under close 'arrest, 1;hat he may neither escape nor hold communica-
tion with any other person outside of the Rattler.

I hope that my action in this matter may meet with your approval,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,

William Fltb,
Actmg Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding 5th Dist. pro tern.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Seport of Acting Bear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, transmitting additional papers.

No. 2.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November £, 1S64-

Sir: I transmit enclosed copies of the following pa|)ers in the case

of Acting Master Glenney, late commanding U. S. S. Rattler, acci-

dentally omitted in Captain Pennock's No. 26, of 25th ultimo, and
necessary to complete the evidence in the case, viz

:

(1) September 6. Acting Master Glenney's report of the capture

of 20 men * on the night of the 4th instant.

(2) September 6, from same, reporting interview with rebel com-

manding officer and obtaining the release of these prisoners on parole.

(3) September 7, Lieutenant-Commander Selfndge, enclosing Nos.

1 and 2.

* See log of U. S. S. Rattler.
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Acting Master Glenney is still under close arrest, waiting the action

of the Department in his case, which had been sent to the Department

bv Captain Pennock while he was in command of this squadron.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welxes,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure 1.]

U. S. S. KATn.ER, Septeiriher 5, JS64..

Sm: It is with deep regret that I make the following report: Ke-

ceiving information that two Confederate officers were stopping at

the house of one Mr. James, which is a short distance above this

vessel, on the bank of the river, I resolved to make an effort to cap-

ture them. On the night of the 4th instant, at about 8 o'clock, an

officer left the vessel in the cutter, with 22 men, and landed on the shore

abreast of the vessel. Two negroes, who were left in charge of the

boat, were attacked by the enemy and killed.
_
The officer in charge of

the expedition had nearly accomplished his mission, when, hearing the

discharge of musketry, he immediately started back for this vessel,

and suddenly fell into an ambuscade of about 600 of the enemy ; my
men being completely surrounded were obliged to surrender. The
guns of this vessel covered the parties during the whole time, but it

was not prudent to fire, as we were in danger of killing our own men.
In the meantime the enemy had manned the cutter and proceeded to

capture this vessel, and when alongside became intimidated and
started with all speed down the river. In the meantime I had
slipped cable, but it was useless to chase the boat, as it had become
lost to us in the darkness. I headed slowly up the river, keeping close

to the bank, and was so fortunate as to pick up my officer and 2 of
the men who had escaped after they had surrendered to the enemy.

I am painfully conscious I have been the victim of negro duplicity,

by trusting in their apparently truthful stories, which has been the
cause of this unfortunate disaster. I have no excuse to offer in vin-
dication of myself, and if I have erred, it has been with the inten-
tion of benefiting the good cause we are all mutually engaged in.

I recovered 20 white men by the dispatch boat, who were the ones
captured.

In conclusion, I would respectfully state that to-morrow I shall en-
deavor to recover my men, even if I am obliged to give myself a
ransom for them. I should undoubtedly have ten with them now if
illness had not preA'cnted my so doing.

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
Daniel W. Glenney,

Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Thos. O. Selfeidge,
Commanding U. S. S. Vindicator and Fifth District.

P. S.—The 13 boxes of tobacco which I captured I shall send to
Cairo by the dispatch boat.
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[Enclosure 2.]

U. S. S. Rattler, Se-ptemher 6, IS64.

Sir: In my dispatch to you of the 5th instant I gave an account
of the capture of a number of my men by the enemy, under the com-
mand of one Colonel [Isaac F.] Harrison.

Yesterday I proceeded to the camp of the enemy, had an interview
with the commanding officer, and procured the release on their parole
of honor not to bear arms against the Confederate authorities until
properly exchanged.

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

Daniel W. Glenney,
Acting Master, Commandiny.

Lieutenant-Commander Thos. O. Selitudge,
Commanding V. S. S. Vindicator and Fifth District.

P. S.—I would respectfully mention that 3 Colt's navy revolvers
and 17 Enfield rifles were captured.

Respectfully, D. W. Glenney.

[Enclosure 3.]

U. S. S. Vindicator.
Fifth District, September 7, 186^.

Sir: Your surprise at the capture of the Rattler''s men will not
be greater than mine, upon Captain Glenney's presenting himself
to me last evening. Surprised as much at the intelligence of the
affair, as that he should leave his vessel without permission and
come down to me.
Some weeks [ago] Captain Glenney went out back of St. Joseph

with a party from the Benton, and narrowly escaped capture. When
I learned of it, I told him positively that I wished him to confine

himself to the vessel, and not to send parties ashore.

It would seem to me a laid plan to entrap him, the story of the
negroes that there were to be officers at Mr. James's house that even-

ing, and the improbability of there being such a large force close

to the banks of the river at that time of night, without a reason.

Unhappily, their plans worked very well. The party sent ashore

were raw recruits, just received, and in charge only of an engineer,

that escaped.

The strangest part of the story is that the enemy went off in the

Rattler''s cutter to capture her. They were only discovered when
within musket range, and but for an accident would have been on

board of her. Captain Glenney states that he immediately slipped,

but lost sight of her and she escaped. As the night was bright star-

light, it would seem to show 'that there must have been great con-

fusion and excitement on the Rattler.

Captain Glenney, the next day, went some 20 miles in the country,

unattended, to seek an interview with Colonel Harrison, who finally

consented to release them on parole.

Upon after consideration I will [keep] those paroled men on the

Rattler until I can learn if there is any immediate chance of effecting

their exchange.
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If not, I will send them up the first opportunity.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Selfeidge,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral DAvm D. Pokter,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Keport of Rear-Admlral Lee, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting report from lieutenant-

Commander May, r. S. Navy, with enclosures.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Moumd City, November 18, 1864-.

Sih: Referring to my No. 2 of 2d instant, I enclose a copy of a

communication dated 7th instant from Lieutenant-Commander E. L.

May, with enclosures as therein stated, reporting the desertion of

Acting Master D. W. Glenney, late commanding the Rattler, and

Acting Ensign E. P. Nellis, of the same vessel, on the 4th instant.

The Department's letter of the 8th instant, giving instructions

as to the disposition to be made of Acting Master Glenney 3 case,

was received on the 12th instant.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S.P.Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Corrvnuinding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Benton,
Natchez, Noveniber 7, 1864^

Sir : There is now no doubt about the treachery of Acting Master
Glenney. By the letter (marked "A") it will be seen that he and
his friend Nellis escaped from the steamer Battler on the 4th in-

stant. I learn that Glenney had much influence over Nellis, who
was young and romantic. I did not know of their intimacy before,

or I would have had Glenney brought to the Benton. I ordered him
in close arrest when I first came down, and Captain Willets thought
he could take care of them.

I forward two letters from Glenney (" B " and " C ") that present
a remarkable contrast, one to an ensign of this ship (who handed
it to the captain at once) and one to a lady in Rodney, which is

explained in Captain Hoel's letter marked " D."
I have made a memorandum, " E," of a report from the captain

of the Brown, which goes still further to show the perfidy of the
traitor. Glenney was a seafaring man, having been mate of a ship
out of New York.
On the 24th of October Mr. Nellis sent in his resignation as acting

ensign, in order, as he says in his letter, to get the appointment oi
pilot below Vicksburg. Accompanying is a recommendation from
the two pilots of the Forest Rose.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. L. May.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Comma/nding Mississippi Squadron,
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[Subcnclosures.]

U. S. S. Rattier,
Mississippi River, November 4, 186^..

Sir: It becomes my duty to inform you of the desertion of the
executiA'e officer of this vessel, Acting Ensign E. P. Nellis, and of
the escape of Acting Master D. W. Glenney. Sentries were placed
at each door of the room in which Acting Master Glenney was con-
fined, and all precautions taken as usual.
They probably left the vessel between the hours of 11 and 12 p. m.

in a skiff which was on the guard. The officer of the deck, Acting
Ensign H. E. Church, reports that he was relieved by Mr. Nellis.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. B. WiLLETS,
Acthig Master, Oormnanding.

Lieutenant-Commander E. L. May,
Commandiny Fifth District, Mississippi Squadron.

B.

U. S. S. Rattler, Octoher 18, 186^.

Friend Randolph : Last evening the merchant steamer Jos. Pierce
touched alongside of this vessel and a gentleman who claimed to be
your brother visited me. On account of existing circumstances his

'

wish could not be granted. He was kind enough to send me the

following message, to wit, that a rebel deserter was on board of the

Benton, who could swear that I had communicated with the enemy
and agreed to sell my vessel to them. God is conscious that I am
innocent of anything wrong, and if I have done wrong it has been
from a desire to serve the good cause that we are all actually engaged
in. My conscience, dear ftiend, is as clear as the noon-day sun, but

circumstantial evidence has at times proved stronger than positive

proof, and such evidence undoubtedly may be brought against me.

I now wish to receive a favor of you, and you will eventually find

that I am not unmindful of it. As soon as you receive this note,

answer it by first boat up, and tell me who the rebel is that you have.

\ATiether he is an officer or private, what is his name, when did he

come aboard of you, and what the story is that he tells. Please be

candid with me, and you will never regret it. Let me know what
Mr. Lound's sentiments are.

I am very anxious to get information as speedily as possible, as I

have a lawyer already engaged, who is in direct communication

with me.
The events of the last few weeks have made me nearly broken-

hearted. I have been treated unjustly, but I will not complain, con-

vinced as I am that an impartial court will honorably acquit me of

any wrong.

102008°—N w E—VOL 26—13 35
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You will excuse me for not going into details at present, but at a

favorable opportunity I will tell you all. Hoping to hear from you

soon, I will close.

Kemaining, your friend,

Danl. W. Glennet, U. S. Navy,

Ojf Hurricane Island.

U. S. S. Rattler,
'Wednesday morning—10 o'clock.

Mt Dearest Cottsin : Once more I have the jjleasure of beholding

the pleasant hills of your little town, but, alas, it is a mournful one,

for I am still in durance vile, and with no prospect of an immediate

release.

The insult that has been put upon me by the servant of an imbecile

Government has sunk deep mto my heart. I now live for one purpose,

and that is deep, bitter revenge. I will sacrifice home, kindred,

aye, my dearest friends, to accomplish my aim. Like a snake I will

sting when least expected, and my name shall be a terror to every

Yankee. The haunts of old ocean are too familiar to me to fear

their fast cruisers, for will not my bonny barque be equally as swift ?

Do not'reproach me, dear cousin, and abhor me for my intentions, but
you wish me to be all confidence with you, or else you would not
know my future intentions. There are other brave hearts that will

sail under my orders who are now serving under the Federal Gov-
ernment. You, who are the only being that I claim as a friend, will

not, I hope, despise me. Do not call me a traitor; remember that I
have been true and faithful to the Federals till they wrongfully
abused me, and I have protested against them forever. We have
come here for the purpose of getting coal, but as there is none here,

we shall proceed on to Natchez.
I shall expect to get a nice letter from you on my return.
Tear this letter up as soon as you have read it. Did you get my

letter I sent by hand?
Hoping that we may meet again,

I remain, as ever, your affectionate cousin, D.
P. S.—Excuse that bad looking blot.

[Envelope addressed "Miss Winnie Wilcox (or Wilcore), Rodney,
Miss."]

D.

U. S. S. Pittsburg,

OH Rodney., November 5, 186k-
Sir: The enclosed letter has just been handed to me by Acting

Second Assistant Engineer W. H. Mitchell, of this vessel, who
says it was handed to him by one of the men of the Rattler
some ten days since, while she was lying alongside of this ves-
sel, with the request from Captain Glenney that he (Mr. Mitchell)
would send it on shore for him. Mr. Mitchell did not send it on
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shore, as he knew it was contrary to orders to do so without my
permission, and as he knew that I had some letters returned to
Captain Glenney a few days before, which were addressed to the
same person, he thought it not worth while to ask me. After the
ViruMcator passed down this p. m., from which vessel we learned of
the desertion of Captain Glenney, Mr. Mitchell opened the letter and
seeing the nature of its contents immediately brought it to me. The
person to whom the letter is addressed is a young lady living in the
town of Rodney, and as near as I have been able to learn is no
relation whatever of Captain G's.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. E. HOEL,
Acthig Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-[Commander] E. L. May, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Fifth District, Mississippi River.

E.

Natchez, November 7, 186J^.

Captain French, of the transport Brown, had a friend to visit

him at Vicksburg (on his last trip down) who was a prisoner at

some place back of Vicksburg. While confined one night in a room
adjoining one occupied by rebel officers, he overheard them dis-

cussing the case of Glenney. He learned that G. was to weaken his

crew by allowing his men to be taken prisoners and then to be over-

powered by men from shore. He agreed to cross the rebel army or

allow it to cross, for which he was to receive $2,000 in money and
100 bales of cotton.

It is said that he has received the money but not the cotton.

EespectfuUy submitted.
E. L. May,

Lieutenant-Commiander, Comdg. 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral lee, XT. S. Navy, for

court-martial or dismissal in the case of Glenney.

Navy Department, November 8, 1864.

Sir : In the case of Acting Master D. W. Glenney, late commanding
U. S. S. Rattler, reported m a letter of the 25th ultimo by Captain
A. M. Pennock, commanding Mississippi Squadron (pro tem),

recommending his dismissal, the Department wishes him tried by
a court-martial if, in your judgment, there can be found sufficient

evidence to make his giiilt apparent to a court. If not, dismiss him.

Very respectfully,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Kear-Admiral lee, V. S. Navy, on

receipt of report of the desertion of Glenney and NelUs from the U. S. S.

Rattler.

Navy Department, November 26, 1864-

Sir: Your communication of the 18th instant, reporting the de-

sertion of Acting Master D. W. Glenney, late commanding the

Battler, and Acting Ensign E. P. Nellis, of the same vessel, on the

4th instant is received.
. .

The escape of these officers required further examination and in-

vestigation and exemplary punishment to the guilty who connived

at it.

Very respectfully, Gideon AVelles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi- Squadron, Cairo, III.

letter from Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, V. S. Navy, to Major-General
Canby, 11. S. Army, regarding the exchange of the captured and paroled hoat's

crew of the TJ. S. S. Rattler.

U. S. S. Vindicator,
Natchez, September 11^, 186^.

General : One of the gunboats of this division, the Rattler, was so

unfortunate as to have 18 of her crew captured by a portion of

Harrison's cavalry some nights since. The commander landed his

men in disobedience of orders and fell into an ambuscade laid for

him by the rebels. The men were paroled, and are now on board
the Rattler. Rather than send them to Cairo, I would like very much
to exchange them. General Brayman tells me-he is constantly pick-

ing up prisoners, and with your permission he would turn over to

me a sufficient number to effect the exchange. If this is agreeable to

your wishes, upon hearing from you I will communicate with Colonel
Harrison and endeavor to effect this specific exchange.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Selfridge,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. Fifth District, Miss. Squadron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby.
Comdg. Military Division of ]yest Miss., New Orleans.

letter from Messrs. lynn and Beatty to lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S.
Navy, making a statement regarding the treachery of Glenney.

Goodrich's Landing, La., October 27, 186^.

Sir : I feel it my duty to make you the following statement : I am
a U. S. citizen ; was captured some four months since near this place
by the rebel troops under Colonel Harrison, and, after some delay,
was sent to Alexandria, La., to await some disposition, which came
by forwarding me through the lines by the last exchange of prisoners
made between Colonel Dwight and Colonel Szymanski. During my
stay in guard house in Alexandria became acquainted with the fol-
lowing facts (from various sources and from the freauent canvassing
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of the matter in the room adjoining me, being occupied by Major
A. W. McKee, being guarded by a rebel corporal and sergeant).
Our acquaintance, Colonel MofGt, from Shreveport, corroborated our
information, and since arriving in our own lines Ave find the intelli-
gence gained on the rebel side fully identified by parties on this side.
We know that such a matter was contemplated, and hence watched
our opportunity to give information on the subject. The rebels,
under Generals Walker, Taylor, and Polignac, about two months
since, attempted to cross a force of nearly 7,000 men and 2,600 head
of cattle to the other side of the river. (The cattle they crossed by
making them swim.) To enable them to work with dispatch, they
commenced negotiating with a U. S. commander of a gunboat there,
lying at or near Mr. Joshua James's residence, Carthage Bayou, La.
The commander came upon terms for performing his services, for
what I understand- he has received his pay (my authority being from
the C. S. officer canvassing the matter). Said commander was to
deliver up his boat to the Confederate officers by a certain strategy
to cover any suspicion should his maneuver fail, and in view of the
negotiations the Confederate authorities have conveyed to the spot
the entire crew of the C. S. gunboat Missouri, they lying at Shreve-
port to have them in readiness to take charge of the abandoned
U. S. boat. (From our men in prison at Shreveport we learn that
the crew of the C. S. gunboat Missouri did leave Shreveport about
that time, ajid one of their number came back badly wounded.) We
learned that the U. S. commander arranged with the C. S. commander
to go ashqre with his entire crew of officers under pretense of cap-
turing Captain James, and while under the expedition the C. S.

forces would capture the boats with only a negro sailor each for a
guard, and thej' would immediately proceed to the U. S. boat, then
without officers, and unsuspicious, proceed to the capture. We learn
that after visiting the house of Mr. Jamesithey went forth to a frolic

or dance, but one or more of the officers, not thinking all was right,
•

unknown to the balance, proceeded to his boat and immediately
gained his vessel, communicating his distrust and clearing the ship
for action only in time to frustrate being taken by the other two boats
now manned by C. S. sailors, who proceeded near the vessel, but did
not proceed to attack, seeing demonstrations for a blind reception.

After the C. S. sailors returned ashore, they proceeded to capture and
jDarole the entire crew then ashore. During the taking of the two
boats by C. S. sailors from guards, we understand they killed the

guards, but they, in their resistance, severely wounded the command-
ing officer of the Missouri crew. The delay in the negotiations and
the subsequent failure of the plan made it impracticable for the

C. S. troops to cross in large numbers, hence but few crossed. Being
but a private citizen, and not knowing that this will even be read by
you, yet I think, from the matter mentioned, should such a case of
traitors exist, your superior facilities of comparing notes will enable

you to bring such a party to justice, should he be guilty of betraying
the country.

Very respectfully, M. N. Lynn.
L. Beattt.

Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, TT. S. Navy,
Xcit Orleans, La.

Address, Louisville, Ky., care of Tate Bro. & Co.
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[Endorsement.]

VicKSBURG, October 27, 1861-,.

This letter is just received by me. I believe the statement. About

the time alluded to, my suspicions were aroused regarding the com-

mander of the gunboat Rattler, and I communicated them to Lieu-

tenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge, commanding the division, who
investigated the case and assigned a new commander, but he was not

convinced that any treason existed. I do not remember the name of

tlie commander of the Rattler, nor do I know where he is now. He
was paroled in the way named at the James place.

N. J. T. Dana,
Major-General.

letter from General Smith, C. S. Army, to Major-O-eneral Buckner, C. S. Army,
transmitting Information of Glenney's proposition to deliver Ms boat to

Colonel Harrison, C. S. Army, for a consideration.

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department,
Shreveport, August 13, 186If.

General: I am directed by General Smith to enclose to you for

your information the accompanying letter to Colonel Isaac F. Harri-
son. It relates to a proposition made by a Captain Glenney, of one
of the enemy's gunboats. No. 1, to deliver up the boat to Colonel
Harrison for a consideration. Should Colonel Harrison succeed in

getting possession of the boat and signals, it will have an important
bearing upon the crossing of troops. The proposition comes through
a planter (Briscoe) living on the river near St. Joseph, whose letter

to Colonel Harrison has been placed before General Smith. This
planter is satisfied that the boat oan be secured for a consideration.
If successful in capturing one, others may be taken. Secrecy and
dispatch are requisite for success.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, etc.,

Guy M. Bryan,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major-General S. B. Buckner,
Cmnmanding District of West Louisiana.

[Enclosure.]

HEADQUARa-ERS TrANS-MiSSISSTPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shreveport, August 13, 1864.

Colonel: I am directed by General Smith to say to you that he
has conversed with General Wigfall in relation to the subject treated
of in the letter of Mr. Briscoe to you, of the 4th instant, which Gen-
eral Wigfall had shown to him. He directs that you see the captain
of the boat and have an understanding with him; that the captain
of the Navy in command here is temporarily absent. As soon as he
returns provision will be made to send officers and part of the crew
of the Missouri. In the meantime, however, if you find that you can
get men in your command or elsewhere competent and in sufficient
numbers to answer your purposes, you need not wait the arrival of
the men from here. You must be the judge of your course of action
under the circumstances. You will communicate promptly -what
transpires to these headquarters. You are authorized to make terms
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with the captain, which he will carry out to the extent of his means
and ability. The boat had better go down the river, as he learns
there is 16 feet at the mouth of Red River.

Respectfully, etc.,

Guy M. Bryan,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Colonel I. F. Harrison.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Lord, TJ, S. Navy, command-
ing U. S. S. Chillicothe, desiring the services of a Mississippi River
pilot.

U. S. S. Chillicothe,

Of Fort Adams, Miss., September 5, I864.

Sir: I would most respectfully ask that a Mississippi pilot may
be transferred to this vessel. Mr. Edward T. Thompson is a Red
River pilot, now doing duty as second-class pilot, and not acquainted
with the Mississippi River. In case I should be ordered above this

point, I should be obliged to wait until a steamer came up the river
or run the risk in using him.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. p. Lord,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding TJ. S. Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, desiring instructions

regarding Treasury permits in Red River.

Perth Amboy, September 5, I86J1..

Sir: I enclose herewith an order or permit [of December 14, 1863],
or rather a copy of the original, presented to me at Alexandria.
There are other permits of a like kind that have been given to dif-

ferent parties, and though strictly in accordance with some of the

Treasury regulations, they are calculated to have a bad eflPect on the

war operations. Red River is now closed by a sand bar, but when it

opens, there will be numerous applications made to enter in search of

cotton. As I do not wish to bring myself in conflict with such high
authority, I beg leave to ask your instructions in the matter.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, etc.,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon AVelles,
Secretary of tlie Navy.

[Endorsement.]

No similar permit has been given, and this has a condition an-

nexed and was given for a definite purpose, which failed of acconi-

plishment. Consequently the paper, or any purporting to be like it,

is of no validity or to be registered.
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Letter from- William C. Eanfonl, esq., to Rear-Admiral Porter,

V. 8. Navy, transmitting drawing of torpedo catcher.

Brooklyn, September 5, 1864-

Sir : I hereby enclose you the drawings, etc., of my torpedo catcher

I promised to send you on Saturday.
I have been urging on the Department for the last two months the

utility of having me send a number of them to the commanding officer

of every squadron, but from some cause or other they have not as

yet given me the orders to send them.

You will see at a glance by the drawings how simple my catcher

is, easy to be adjusted, and as easily taken apart. But four bolts

hold it together, and it requires but five or ten minutes' time to set

it or take it apart and stow it away.
The advantages I daim for it are these

:

First of all, it is very light, durable, and cheap, and, being built

as you may say of the same shape as the bow of a vessel, they retard

the progress of a vessel but little, if any.

Second. It presents but little surface to the water and not enough
for an explosion to injure them, and the manner in which they are

connected to the vessel by pintles only leaves no doubt that no injurj'

can follow, however great the explosion may be, as, if a heav}' explo-
sion occurs, the catcher is immediately disconnected from the vessel

or exteiKsion pieces, and no shock, however slight, will happen to

the vessel.

Third. It can be made to extend any distance ahead of the vessel,

but, in my opinion, 40 feet is all that is necessary under any circum-
stances whatever.

Fourth. The teeth of the catcher can be regulated to 5 feet below
the draft of water of the vessel by means of a small iron wedge that
slips alongside of each tooth. (I make the teeth 5 feet longer than
the draft of water of the vessel.) The teeth are well braced from
the underside of the catcher by means of an eye brace, thereby
causing no delay in shipping and unshipping it.

Fifth. Torpedoes floating or anchored, it is bound to explode and
trip.

Torpedoes laid in line and connected by means of the extra bar
oyer the nose of the triangle, they are not allowed to come along-
side even do they not explode.
Torpedoes worked by electricity from shore, it will trip and de-

stroy the connections by means of extra long teeth that every catcher
will be provided with.
Every catcher will be supplied with spare teeth, so that in case

any of them being broken, they can be very readily replaced.
The ironwork is all made of the best wrought iron. (I think it

better than cast, as they will bend and not break.) The framework
is made out of white pine, so as to be as light as possible.
You can judge for yourself, admiral, from the drawings, without

my going into any further details in regard to it, and will see at a
glance the utility of my invention. Had the Tecumseh one of these
she would never have been destroyed by a torpedo.

I should like very much, admiral, to furnish you with ten or
fifteen of these for the use of your squadron on the Mississippi
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River. I will furnish them delivered at Cairo in three weeks' time
at $1,200 apiece, and if one of your vessels is saved by means of
them, it will pay for the whole lot. I would like a reply from you
as soon as possible as to whether you receive my drawings and what
your opinion of the catcher is.

The connection to the vessel is only by means of a pintle crane
that the eye of the extension piece slips over. When the catcher is

not wanted for an hour or so, it can be triced xip over the bow and
out of the way at once.

I would (if it meets your approbation) request an order from
you for the number you want, and the draft of water, about, you
would want them built for, and where you want me to deliver them.
Please address me for the present at Brooklyn, N. Y.

I am, .sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

War. C. Hanford,

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, ./ ' -
•

\Perth'] Amboy. .V. /.

Report of Fleet Captain Pcnnofk, IJ. S. Navy, regarding orders
issued to certain commanding officers.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Haivk, September S, I864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a communication from
Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge. The coal he speaks of has been
sent to him.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Flye having recovered his health,

took command of the Benton, and Captain Selfridge ordered Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Hill to take the command of the Forest Base
upon the return of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Gould. I ordered
him to the Forest Rose, and ordered Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Hill to command the Tyler, as I thought his services were needed in

the White River district.

Very respectfully, A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain, and Commiandant of Station.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. U. S. Xavv-

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, requesting a
hospital boat for Ninth and Tentlu districts.

U. S. S. Moose,
Evansville, Ind., September 8, 1864.

Sir: I would respectfully request that there be a good roomy
barge fitted up as a hospital boat and sent to Smithland for the use

of the Ninth and Tenth districts this fall and winter. All the boats

in my district have now their full complement of men, and when
we are constantly moving, as we shall be from now on, there are no
suitable places for the side. Frequently it occurs that it is impos-

sible for us to get the sick to Cairo or Memphis in consequence of

the Ohio being blocked Avith ice. It would therefore be a great

benefit to have a hospital barge close at hand.
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I can furnish the nurses from contrabands, but will require one

more acting assistant surgeon to take charge of it.

If workmen are scarce, I can fit it up with what carj^nters i

have in the division, if the barge and material is furnished from the

station at Mound City.
. -r xi •

i •.. u
I hope that you will duly consider this matter, as I think it would

greatly promote the efficiency of the two districts.

'Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,

Lieutenant-Commander, Comdq. 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Ccmvmanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

[Endorsement.]

Empty barge ordered to be sent up, to be fittfd by Captain Fitch's

own carpenters.

September 11, 1864.

Stations of vessels in the Mississippi Squadron, Rear-Admiral
Danid D. Porter, commanding, September 9, J864.

Vessels.

Argosy
Abraham
Alexandria...
Avenger
Black Hawk.
Benton
Brilliant
Brown
ChiUicothc...
Choctaw
Carondelet...

Cricket
Champion.
Curlew
Chickasaw.

Exchange. .

.

Essex
Elfin
Forest Rose.

Falrplay
Fawn
FortHindman.

Fairy
General Price..
General Bragg.

.

Great Western.
General Lvon.

.

General Pillow.
Gazelle
Grampus
Hastings
Huntress

Judge Torrence..
JuUet

Key West.
Kenwood .

.

Kickapco..
Lafayette..
Louisville..
Laxington.

Commander. Where stationed.

Actg. Master John 0. Morong Donaldsonville.

Actg, Ensign Wm. Wagner
Actg. Master D. P. Rosenmiller
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Chas. A. Wright.

.

Lieut. Commander K. R. Breese
Lieut. Commander Jas. A. Greer
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Chas. G. Perkins..
FirstHJlass Pilot J. A. French
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Geo. P. Lord
Lieut. Commander F. M. Ramsay .

.

Lieut. Commander John G. Mitchell

Actg. Master M. J. Cronin
Actg. Ensign Thomas Divine.
Actg. Ensign H. B. O'Neill. .

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jas. C. Gipson

.

Commander Robt. Townsend. ..

Actg. Master A. F. Thompson . .

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. A.N. Gould . .

.

Actg. Master G.J. Groves
Actg. Master John R. Grace
Actg. Vol. Lieut. John Pearce.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. W. R. Wells.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. Dominy...
Actg. Vol. Lieut. John Scott. .

.

Pilot R. E. Birch
Actg. Ensign F. W. Halsted . .

.

Actg. Master Chas. Thatcher . .

.

Actg. Master Benj. Sebastian.

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. S. Watson.
Actg. Master J. S. Dennis

Actg. Master Jeremiah Irwin
Actg. Vol. Lieut. T. B. Gregory.

,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. E. M. King. . .

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. John Swaney .

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. D. C. Woods .

.

Lieut. Commander J. P. Foster.

.

Lieut. Commander E. K. Owen.
Lieut. Geo. M. Bache

Cairo.
Donaldsonville.
Morganza.
Cairo.
Grand Gulf.
Cumberland River.
Tow Boat.
Fort Adams.
Red River.
Between Memphis and Co-
lumbus.

White River.
Fort Adams.
Grand Gulf.
Transferred to West Gulf
Blockading Squadron.

White River.
Memphis, repairing.
Tennessee River.
Between Natchez and Vicks-
burg.

Cumberland River.
Arkansas River.
Between Morganza and Fort
Adams.

Cairo, 111.

Below Donaldsonville,
Morganza.
Receiving ship, Cairo.
Dispatch boat.
Guard boat, Cairo.
Red River.
Receiving ship, Cincinnati.
Below Memphis.
Between Memphis and Co-
lumbus.

Natchez (ordnance boat).
Cairo, under orders for White
River.

Tennessee River.
Baton Rouge.
Mouth Red River.
Bayou Sara.
Skipwith's Landing.
Above Fort Adams.
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Stations of vessels in the Mississippi Squadron, etc.—Continued.

Vessels. Commander. Where stationed.

Little Kebel....
Mound City
Marmora
Moose
Naiad
New Era
New National.
Naumkeag
Neosho
Nymph
Milwaukee

Actg. Ensign J. B. Pettey
Actg. Vol. Lieut. A. R. Langthome.
Actg. Master Thomas Gibson
Lieut. Commander Le Koy Fitch. .

.

Actg. Master Henry T. Keene
Actg. Master A. C. Seats
Pilot A. M. Grant
Actg. Vol. Lieut. John Rogers
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Saml. Howard
Actg. Master Patrick Donnelly
Actg. VoL Lieut. J. W. Maguiie

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Geo. W. Rogers.

.

Lieut. Commander Byron Wilson.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Geo. W. Brown

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. W. R. Hoel
Actg. Master Thomas Bums
Actg. Master M. V. B. Haines
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Thos. E. Smith.

.

Actg. Master T. M. Farrell

Actg. Master Thos. Baldwin
Aetg. Vol. Lieut. Jas. Laning
Actg. Ensign Cbas. King

Ouachita
Oiark
Pittsburg
Prairie Bird...
Paw Paw
Peosta
Peri
Romeo
Rattler
Red Rover
Robb
Reindeer
Springfield
St. Clair

j

Silver Lake Actg. Master J. C. Coyle
Silver Cloud Actg. Master Wm. Ferguson
Samson I

Actg. Chief Engineer C. H . Christopher

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. H. A. Glassford.
Actg. Master Jos. Watson

Siren.

Sibyl
Tuscumbla.
Tyler
Tawah
Tensas
Undine
Victory
Vindicator.

.

Winnebago

.

Actg. Master Jas. Fitzpatrick.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. H. H. Gorringe
Lieut. Commander Jas. W. Shirk
Actg. Vol. Lieut. F. S. Hill

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jason Goudy
Actg. Ensign E. C. Van Pelt
Actg. Master J. L. Bryant
Actg. Master Frederick Read
Lieut. Commander Thos. O. Seltridge.

Cairo, repairing.
Carthage.
Above Vicksbtirg.
Cumberland River.
Below Fort Adams.
Island [No.] 10.

Dispatch boat.
White River.

Do.
Below Morganza.
Cairo, underordeisfor Gaines
Landing.

Fort Pillow.
Red River.

Do.
Grand Gull.
Mouth Yazoo River.
Tennessee River.

Do.
Red River.
Mouth Arkansas River.
Carthage.
Hospital boat.
Cairoj-epairing.
Ohio River.
Cumberland River.
Mound City, repairing.

Ohio River.
Memphis, Tenn.
Blacksmith shop, Red River.

Mound City, under orders for

White River.
Mound City.

Cairo.
Mouth White River.
Tennessee River.
Cairo.
Tennessee River.
Ohio River.
Natchez.
Transferred to West Oul
Blockading Squadron.

Report of Lientenant-CommaiuJcr Phelps, V. S. Navy, desiring a

commanding officer for the V. S. S. Lexington.

U. S. S. Hastings,

. Memphis, September 10, 186^.

Sir: It is essential that some efficient officer should be ordered to

the Lexington without delay. Will you please inform me by return

mail (addressed to me at Memphis, care of Captain Pattison, etc.),

whether there is an officer at your disposition whom you can send

down by the New National? If there is none such, I shall regard

it as incumbent on me ia send the executive officer of this vessel to

take charge until Captain Bache's return; but it would be better

that an officer should be sent who is regularly ordered to her. Her

executive officer is a simple, well-meaning man, wholly unable to

exercise command at any time.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commiander.

Captain A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Fleet Captain and Commandant Station, Mound City, III.
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Hefort of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, responding to Depart-

menfs enquiry regarding the disposition of prize steamer Vol-

unteer.

Perth Amboy, September 11, 186^.

Sir: In answer to your conununication of August 27, I beg leave

to inform, you that the prize steamer Volunteer was taken into

service, and, as you will see by my endorsement on the papers now
in the Department, $25,000 deposited, etc., and subject to the order

of the claimants, as you will see by the order of the court. The
Vohin-teer is a fine steamer, worth $50,000, and was seized for a most

flagrant violation of law. She should have been condemned, and

would have been had we employed at that time any one to look out

for our interests. She has been in Government employ now about

six or eight months.
The following is an extract from a letter of Captain Pennock,

dated Septembei' 2 instant.

On the 20th February last you wrote to the Department that the prize steamer
Volunteer had been seized for illicit trading, etc., and requested that she might
be taken into the service. At the same time you forwarded a report of the
appraisement. After your departure from here for the lower river, Mr. Boggs
received notice from Mr. Lenthall that $25,000 would be sent him for the pay-
ment of the Volunteer. I immediately wrote Mr. Lenthall that she was not
a purchased vessel, but a captured one, and was taken into the service tinder

an act of Congress authorizing the Secretary to do so, upon depositing with
the court the amount of appraisement. I received no reply from Mr. Lenthall,

but understood from Mr. Boggs that he was directed to appropriate the money
to .some other purpose. Some time after. Marshal Phillips informed me that un-
less the amount of the appraisement was deposited with the court we should
lose the steamer in case she was not condemned. He wrote to the Secretary
of the Navy upon the subject and has since informed me that the money
had been deposited in accordance with the law, and that the Volunteer was the
liroperty of the Government. The boat is in good condition having constantly
been kept in thorough repair.

She is a valuable vessel to the squadron, being of light draft and of good
carrying capacity. She is armed for the present with three 12-pounder
howitzers.

I was down the river when the above operations in the case of the
Volunteer took place.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

General, report of Fleet Captain Pennoch, V. S. Navy, sent for the
information of Rear-Admiral Porter while absent on leave.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Mound City, III., September 11, 1864..

My D|!Ar Admiral : Your letter of the 6th has been received, and
T am rejoiced to hear that you intend returning so soon. All the
estimates, made out in schedule form, with the exception of the
Memphis hospital, are ready for your signature, and would have
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been sent to-day, had you not directed me not to send you any more
public documents.
Men continue to come in freely. The Brown left yesterday with

200 men for Foster's district, and I hope these, with what I have
already sent him, will fill up his vessels. Ramsay will go down with
the Volunteer to-morrow with 250 men for his district (Third), and
I will send another draft on the 15th by the dispatch boat for the
Fourth and Fifth. Fitch writes me that he has recruited men
enough for his district, and Shirk's is nearly full. The Foiry and
Sibyl are full, and the Black Hawk has nearly her complement.
Bache left here a dny or two ago on leave from the Department,

and Phelps has been unconditionally detached. He has not come up
yet. This leaves us without a district commander from Memphis to
Vicksburg.

I am still very much troubled from want of calkers and carpen-
ters. Some who were sent from Cincinnati and Chicago, and re-

ceived government transportation, on their arrival here have refused
to go to work, stating that the laws of their society would not permit

.
them to do so. I have ordered all such to be arrested, and as soon as

the ringleaders of the party who dissuade the men from going to
work can be found, I will arrest them also.

Dunn received a draft on Nashville and one on Memphis, the
amount of both being about one-half what he needs to pay the
squadron. He has gone to Nashville to draw his money and will

pay off the* two upper districts.

The Juliet and Siren will probably leave this week. We are in

want of 24-pounders, but Breese will help me out with these two
vessels. They will go down with full crews.

Ramsay requests that all the vessels belonging to his district, as

shown by your printed list, may be ordered there. I told him I

would refer the matter to you.
In one of your letters you directed me to send the Louisville back

to her station. As she has never been off her beat, it occurred to me
that you might mean the NeoKho. I directed Bache, in accordance
with your instructions, to send the Neosho to her station as soon as

tihe coulfl be dispensed with.

The Milwaukee is waiting your orders to go below. A medical

survey has been ordered on Lieutenant
f C. H.] Humphrey, and if he

is condemned it will leave us but one marine officer.

Some fifteen marines have been ordered to be discharged from the

Black Hawk, and there are many to be discharged from the station.

I think this station ought to be supplied, even if they had to be taken

from New York, Philadelphia, and other eastern stations, as we
have the enemy near us and are surrounded by those who wish us

anything but well.

'The recruiting business in St. Louis proved a flash in, the pan.

After all the representations made we shipped but 2 men.

^ ifc ^ . ^ ^. * ^

Sincerely, youi- friend,

A. M. Pennock.
Rear-Admiral D. D, Porter, U. S. Navy,

Perth Amboy, N. J.
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Order of Fleet Captain Penvock, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master

Croidn, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Cricket, regarding acci-

dent to that vessel.

IiIouND City, September 12, 1864..

Sir: Your communication of the 27th ultimo, giving an account of

the accident to your vessel, Avhereby an officer and 2 men were lost,

i^lflS DGPll rGCGlVGCl.

Please inform me the names and rank of the officer and men lost

on this occasion.

Very respectfullv- your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Master M. J. Ckonin,
Commanding U. S. S. Cricket.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, September 12, 1864.

Sir: Please send the steamer Benefit to dry docks.

Wm. L. Hambleton.
Captain A. M. Pennock,

Mound City.

Report of Lieutenant- Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding his

withdrawal from, the squadron and giving disposition of vessels of
his district.

Office Mississippi Squadron,
Mound City, III., September 12, 1864..

Sir: Having been detached from this squadron, I have the honor
to report that I have left the Seventh District with everything quiet

throughout its extent.

The vessels are disposed as follows : The Tyler at Memphis, getting
up new chimneys and repairing wheelhouses; Naumkeag at Memphis,
awaiting orders to come here for necessary repairs on the ways;
Hastings cruising between Memphis and ^Vliite River, more particu-
larly to watch the neighborhood of Buck Island and Island [No.] 63

;

Lexington at Helena; Neosho, mouth of White River; Fawn, Ex-
hange. Cricket, and Silver Cloud, cruising in White River and at

present cooperating with troops. An order is at present enforced for
the gunboats not to proceed above St. Charles while not occupied by
our troops unless cooperating with troops below Devall's BluflF and
on the line of the river. I requested Captain Townsend to look after

such matters as might require attention in the district until you
should give special directions.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
TJeufenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. U. S. Navy.
Commanding 3Iississippi Squadron.

c
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Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, to Commander Town-
send,

_
U. S. Navy, to assume command of the Sixth and Seventh

districts.

Mound Citt, September 12, 186^.
Sir: You will, in addition to your other duties, assume command

of the Seventh District until the return of Lieutenant Bache, and of
the Sixth District until further orders.

Send the Tyler down to White Eiver as soon as repaired, to relieve
the Neosho, and send the Neosho up to the Samson, to have her boil-
ers repaired there if possible.

If the repairs can not be made there, in consequence of the work
upon the Osage, have it done at Memphis. The Samson is lying just
above Helena, near where the Osage is aground.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Commander Eobt. Toavnsend, U. S. Navy,
Comrruwding TJ . S. S. Essex, etc.

P. S.—Please inform me when the repairs of the Neosho are nearly
completed.

Report of 'Acthig Master Gibson, U. S. Navy, regarding smallpox on
board the V. S. S. Marmora.

U. S. S. Marmora,
Off Bolivar Landing, Miss., Septenfiber 13, 186'4.

Sir : I beg leave most respectfully to inform you that the smallpox
has made its appearance on board of this vessel. I have landed the

seaman on Island No. 76, doing all I possibly can for him. I feel

Aery anxious, as I have no surgeon attached to this vessel, nor have
had since the 20th of June.

I have the honor to be, veiy respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. Gibson,
Acting Master, U. S. Navy, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S.

Navy, referring to special permit granted by the President.

Navy Department, September 13, 1864.

Sir : I have received your letter of the 5th instant, enclosing a copy

of permit given by the President on the 14th of December, 1863, to

Hon. Samuel L. Casey to proceed with vessels up Eed Eiver and its

tributaries beyond onr lines and return with cargoes, and directing

the military and naval commanders to afford him protection.

No similar permit has been given, and this had a condition annexed.

and was given for a definite purpose which failed of accomplishment.
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Consequently, the permit, or any other purporting to be like it. is of

no validity and is not to be regarded.

Very respectfully, Gideon Weu.es,
•^ ^ Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, „ ., , 7 v 7
Commandirkg Mississippi Squadron, Perth. Amboy, i\

.
J

.

[Telegram. J

Decaitjr, September 13, 186
'f.

Captain Morton has, at my request, telegraphed to the admiral to

send a fleet of light-draft gunboats to Florence, [AlaJ.
R. S. Granger,
B I igadier-General.

Major-General Rousseau.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, transmitting prise lists

of certain vessels of the squadron.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, September l.i, 1864-

Sir : T have the honor to enclose herewith prize lists of the follow-

ing vessels belonging to this squadron, viz

:

U. S.«S. Pittsburg, for the capture of cotton, etc., on the Red
River expedition, March, April, and May, 1864.

U. S. S. Ghillicothe, for the capture of cotton, etc., during the Red
River expedition, March, April, and May, 1864.

IT. S. S. Louisville, for the capture of cotton, etc., on the Red River

expedition, March, April, and May, 1864.

U. S. S. Brown, for the capture of cotton, etc., on the Red River

expedition, March, April, and May, 1864.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Gregory, V. S. Navy, commanding V . S. S. Juliet, for
temporary duty in the Seventh District.

September 15, 1864.

Sir: You will proceed without delay with the vessel under your
command to the mouth of White River for temporary duty in the

Seventh District.

On your way down the river you will stop at Memphis and report
to Commander Robt. Townsend, commanding Seventh District pro
tern.

Respectfully, etc., A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. B. Gregory.
Ccnnmanding Juliets
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Order of Fleet Ga-ptain.Permock, U. S. Navy, to Pilot Grant, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. New National, to proceed with mails
and stores for the fleet.

Mound City, September 15, 186Jf.

Sir: You will proceed down the river, carrying the mails and
stores for the fleet.

You will take convoy past dangerous places, going and coming,
and should your vessel be attacked by the enemy, do not attempt to
fight them, but proceed on your way, and let your convoy do the
fighting.

After performing the above duty, return to this place.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Pilot A. M. Grant,
Commanding New National.

Report of Brigadier-General Lawler, V. S. Army, referring to co-

operation of the U. S. S. Ozark.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Morgansa, La., September 16, 1S64.

A_ company of my men, temporarily detailed on the gunboat Ozark,
captured last night 5 prisoners, 4 horses, and some contrabands. A
force of 75 men, sent yesterday evening to Williamsport, were at-

tacked by a regiment of rebel cavalry and lost in killed and captured
39 men. I. have dispatched Colonel E. J. Davis with a heavy force

of cavalry, supported by infantry, to intercept them if possible before

they cross the Atchafalaya.
M. K. Lawler,
Brigadier- General,

Lieutenant-Colonel Chkistensen,
Asst. Adjutant-General, Military Division West Mississippi.

Letter from Major-General Canby, TJ. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral
Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting, in behalf of Admiral Farragut, two
river monitors for tlie West Gulf Squadron.

Hdqrs. Military Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., September 20, 186Jf.

Admiral: In the further operation in Mobile Bay and the Ala-

bama Eiver, two more of the river monitors will be of great service

to us. Admiral Farragut, from motives of delicacy, which you will

understand and appreciate, does not like to apply for them, but I

have just learned from him that if you can send the monitors he will

give you in exchange the monitor Manhattan (heavy draft) and the

ram Tennessee, or any other vessel in his fleet that you may desig-

nate. I know that you will send them without conditions if you can

spare them, and I mention this only for the reason that the monitor

102008°—N w R—VOL 36—13 36
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and the ram can be used on the lower Mississippi, which will prob-

ably enable you to spare the river monitors. The two sent on my

previous application were so well suited to the work and so effective

that I am induced to ask for more.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. b. Canby,
Major-General^ Commanding.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound, City, JU.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennoch, V. S. Nan)y, transmitting prize lists

of certain vessels of the squadron.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, September 21, 1864-.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith prize lists of the follow-

ing vessels belonging to this squadron

:

17. S. S. Brilliant, for the capture of a lot of pig iron at Betsytowii

Landing, Tenn., December 16, 1863.

U. S. S. Lexington, for the capture of the steamers Mattie, R. E.

Hill, M. Walt, and their cargoes on the 15th day of June, 1864.

U. S. S. Linden, for the capture of 50 bales of cotton m Maddox
Bay, White Eiver, August 17, 1863.

U. S. S. Kenwood, for the capture of 14 bales of cotton on the 16th

day of February, 1864.

IT. S. S. Marmora, for the capture of 207 bales of cotton on the

Yazoo expedition, February 11, 1864.

U. S. S. Prairie Bird, for the capture of contraband goods on the

21st of July, 1864.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Co.ptain and Commandant of Station.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, to Commander Town-
send, V. S. Navy, to assume com/mand of the Seventh District.

Mound City, Septemler^l, 1864.

Sir: I have just received a letter from Admiral Porter in which
he says, " Order Commander Townsend to proceed to White River
and take command of the whole district (Seventh)." You will please

comply with the order, leaving your vessel at Memphis.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Com/mandant of Station.

Commander Robt. Townsend,
Commanding Essex, Memphis, Tenn.
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Correspondence and orders in view of expected attack upon Cape
Girardeau, Mo.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters,
8t. Louis, September 22, 186Jf.

It is probable we shall have a formidable invasion of Missouri, and
as Cape Girai'deau is exposed and we have not force to garrison it

very strongly, would ask you, if possible, to send up one or two light-
draft gunboats to cruise in its vicinity till events show they are not
needed.

W. S. ROSECRANS,
Major-General.

Admiral Porter,
Mound City.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, IT. S. Navy, to the commanding officer of the
V. S. S. Palry, to cruise in vicinity of Cape Girardeau.

Mound City, September 22, I864..

Sir: You will proceed as soon as possible to the vicinity of Cape
Girardeau, Mississippi River, and cruise in that neighborhood until

further orders. Cooperate with the army there, carry out all the
general orders, run carefully, never tie up for the night, and always
Ifeep a bright lookout. Keep me constantly advised of your move-
ments and also of those of the enemy. Be prepared at all times to

repel an attack, and remain there until further orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Commanding OrricER U. S. S. P^airy,

Mound City, III.

Order of Brigadler-Oeneral Ewing, TI. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Colonel Hiller,

IT. S. Army, commanding at Fort Girardeau.

Headquarters St. Ix)Uis District,

St. Louis, Mo., September 22, I864..

You will advise me whether, in your opinion, an attack in force is

intended on Cape Girardeau. Against how strong a force can you
hold the place with the troops, militia, and citizens now at your com-

mand? What will be the aggregate* force you will have when the

militia are in and [all] your outposts? Have you called in the com-

panies at Commerce, Charleston, Dallas, St. Genevieve, Apple Creek,

etc. ? I do not order them called in now, but leave the time to your

discretion. Have you any apprehensions for the command at New
Madrid? The gunboat Huntress is still there, is it not? The other

gunboat, I understand, is below, about Osceola. If the line goes

down betwixt us, use every effort to get it up again, and communi-
cate with me fully and promptly via Jonesborougli.

Thomas Ewing, Jr.,

Brigadier-General.

I/ieutenant-Colonel Hiller,
^ape Girardeau,
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Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Hiller, U. S. Army, regarding the probability of an
attack.

Cape Girardeau, September 22, 186Jf.

From the information I get from Captain Sells and from the men
from about Bloomfield, I think that there is strong probability of

an attack here. The same men who gave the information of the

rebels' intention to attack Bloorafield said they intended to attack

Cape Girardeau. I have about 550 men for duty here, not including

citizens. I sent messenger to Colonel McLane yesterday, but he has

not yet reported. I expect him to-night, and will probably have 900

men here by evening. A large proportion of my men are new recruits

and citizens, and the fortifications are so extensive that I can not
well man them all with this force. I can hold the principal forts

with the force I have against 3,000 men. With 800 or 1,000 more good
men I could hold the place against a large force. The troops at

St. Genevieve are not under my control. If the line gets down I
will send messengers by Jonesborough and communicate with you
there. The line is down between here and Madrid. The gunboat 58
[Huntress'] is at Madrid. Captain Edwards is fully advised of the
movements, and has his force ready for duty.

H. M. Hiller,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

Brigadier-General Ewing.

[Telegram.]

Cape Girardeau, Mc, September 22, 186]^.

I have just made the rounds of all the forts with Colonel Fletcher,
and have everything in readiness. If you could have a tinclad gun-
boat sent up from Cairo it would aid me materially in the defense of
the town.

Brigadier-General Ewing.

H. M. Hiller,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

Order of Brigadier-General Ewing, TJ. S. Army, to lieutenant-Colonel Hiller,
U. S. Army, regarding measures of precaution against attack.

Headquarters St. Louis District,
St. Louis, Mo., September 22, 186^.

I think you had better send over and arrange at farmhouses for
relays of horses to Jonesborough to provide for the contingency of
our having to use that route for telegrams. General Kosecrans does
not wish Cape Girardeau reinforced from here now, lest the present
nioyements of the rebels be mere demonstrations against it, while
their real objective point be farther west. As soon as advised that
there is really to be an attack in strong force against the Cape he
will reinforce it. You will therefore arrange every possible precau-
tion to keep advised of the true intent of the enemy, and to hold the
Cape against whatever force may attack it until you can be reinforced
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from hero. If necessary, call on Cairo for lielp. I applied for two
gunboats early this morning, and think they will certainly be sent to

you if they are at Cairo. Keep out strong scouting parties, and re-

occupy Bloomfield as soon as you safely can.

Thomas Ewing, Jr.,

T • , i. /^ 1 1 TT Brigadier-General.
Lieutenant-Colonel Hiller, ^

Cape Girardeau.

Order of Fleet Captain Fennock, IT. S. Nary, to Acting Uaster Fitzpatrick, TT. S.

Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Siren, to cruise in vicinity of Cape Grirardeau,

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III, September 23, 186^.

Sir: You will proceed as soon as possible to the vicinity of Cape
Girardeau, Mississippi River, and cruise in that neighborhood until

further orders. Cooperate with the army there, carry out all the

general orders, run carefully, never tie up to the bank for the night,

and always keep a bright lookout. Keep me constantly advised of

your movements and also of those of the enemy. Be prepared at all

times to repel an attack. Economize your coal, and direct the com-

manding officer of the Fairy, whom you will find at Cape Girardeau,

to do the same.
Very isespectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Master James Fitzpatrick,
Commanding U. S. S. {Siren^.

[Telegram. J

St. Louis, September %1^, 1861^.

Thanks for sending gunboat to Cape Girardeau. Shelby is coming

up between Pilot Knobj [Mo.], and Cape Girardeau. His advance

occupies Farmington. It is reported Price is to follow.

W. S. ROSECRANS,
Major-General.

Captain Pennock,
Mound City.

[Telegram.]

Cape Girardeau, [Mo.], September 26, 186Jf.

Dispatches received at 3 a. m. locate 5,000 Confederates under

Shelby at Fredricktown, [Mo.] . Jackson, 10 miles west of this place,

was occupied by their advance last night. Price reported advancing

in large force with IT pieces artillery in rear of Shelby. No demon-

stration made here.
Chas. Swendson,

Acting Ensign, Commanding.

Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock,
Mound City.
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, giving dimen-

sions and tonnage of the four gunboats built at Bridgeport, Ala.

U. S. S. Moose,
Cumberland River, September 23, I864.

Sir: I have the honor to forward the dimensions nnd tonnage of

the gunboats built at Bridgeport, Ahi., and now in commission on the

upper Tennessee River, viz:
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[Telegram.]

Hdqrs. Military Division or the Mississippi,

In the Field, Near Atlanta, Ga.
Septemher m, 186^..

I would like you to instruct the officers on the Tennessee River,
both above and below the Shoals, to be most vigilant and active,

especially up as high as Eastport and "Waterloo. As soon ap there
is water enough I will reestablish the post at Eastport, so that cav-
alry can come across from Memphis to operate on that flank.

W. T. Sherman,

Admiral Porter,
Cairo.

Major-General.

[Telegram.]

Johnsonville, Tenn., September £6, 1864—^ P- wi-

One gunboat is here. Another is expected hourly. They will be
of much service in case of an attack. If there is much danger of

an attack, I can draw in some of the forces on tliis end of the road
guarding water tank and small trestles.

Chas. R. Thompson,
Colonel, etc.

Major B. H. Polk,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, presenting the claims

aj certain vessels of his command for the destruction of Confederate
vessels and other property.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., September 27, 1861

Sir: I beg leave to present to the Department the claims of the

DeKcdb, ChoctOM, Forest Rose, Linden, and Petrel, vessels under my
command, for the destruction of the great Weldon ram, building by

the rebel Government at Yazoo City, and valued at $1,000,000. This

A'essel was built of such great strength and good material that it

took three days to consume her by fire.

For the rebel ironclad ram Mobile in the water, but not quite com-

pleted, and valued at $100,000.

For the Great Republic (cotton clad), arranged for boarding pur-

poses and sharpshooters, and valued at $50,000.

In addition to the above, property belonging to the rebel Gov-

ernment to the amount of $1,000,000 was destroyed or brought off,

the latter portion since used as required in this squadron.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.
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Report of Rear-Admircd Porter, U. S. Navy, presenting the claims

of the Mortar Flotilla for the destnwtion of Confederate lattery

Louisiana.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound Gity, III., September 27, 1864.

Sir: I beg leave to present to the Department the claims of the

Mortar Flotilla, under my command, for the destruction of the iron-

clad battery Louisiana, at the surrender of Forts Jackson and St.

Philip.

This vessel, it is reported, cost the rebels upwards of $1,000,000.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Oormnanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, III., September 28, 1864-.

There is not water enough for the gunboats to go as high as East-
port, [Miss.], but they will try, and will go as high as possible.

There is scant 4 feet to Johnsonville, [TennJ, and river falling.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Major-General Wm. T. Sherman,
Commanding Military Division of Mississippi, Atlanta, Ga.

[Telegram.]

HuNTSviLLE, Ala., September 28, 1864—6 a. m.
Have just received dispatch from the lieutenant at Whitesburg,

dated 4.30 a m. The enemy were crossing the river in canoes, rafts,
and boats, aJDOut a mile below him ; he did not know how many. A
gunboat arrived there just as courier was coming away. The lieu-
tenant has sent his force down to attack them; expect to have full
particulars soon, and will inform you more particularly.

Wm. p. Lyon,
Colonel, Commanding.

Lieutenant Samuel M. Kneeland,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Decatur.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the destruc-
tion of wharf boat at Mound City, III., including property and
accounts of Paymaster Dunn, U. S. Navy.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., September 28, 1864.

Sir: Allow me to ask your favorable attention to the case of Fleet
Paymaster E. W. Dunn, as he will present it to you.
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On the night of the 1st of June past, by the burning of the naval
wharf boat at Mound City, on board which he, with others, had
his office, all of his books, papers, vouchers, etc., involving heavy
accounts with the Government, were destroyed by fire.

His losses were of such a character as most probably to render
it necessary for him to apply to Congress for relief.

Fleet Paymaster Dunn has been with me in his present capacity
from the time I took command of this fleet, and I have found him
an honest, faithful, and efficient officer, and such statements as he may
make in regard to his affairs will be entirely reliable.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Chairman Naval Committee or the House.

[Copy of above written to Chairman Naval Committee of Senate.]

Report of Rear-Admiral Po7-ter, V. S. Navy, transmitting report
regarding torpedo secured hy V. S. S. Ozark.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, September 28, I864..

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith the draft of a torpedo
picked up by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George W. Brown, com-
manding the Ozark. I also enclose a plan of anchor buoy for catch-

ing torpedoes, invented by Captain Brown, for the information of

the Department.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Ozark,
Tunica Bend, September 19, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose the draft of a torpedo I picked up
ahead of this vessel on the morning of the 10th instant. The plan

is to swim down with it, guiding it under the vessel's bottom by the

guiding and trigger lines, when it is to be pulled off by the man with

the trigger line. I also enclose a plan of my anchor buoy, with hooks
attached, to catch any line that may pass over it. The hooks are

made something like the beard of a fishhook, so that any line will

jam in them, no matter how small. The guiding line was caught

on the buoy and held the torpedo about 40 yards ahead of the vessel's

tow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. W. Brown,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Co'm/manding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding Mississipin Squadron.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. 8. Navy, to Lieutenwnt-Oonfb'

mander Ramsay, V. S. Navy, to proceed^ to Spring-field, III., to

give evidence regarding captures in Ouachita River.

Mound City, III., September 28, I86J1..

Sir : You will proceed to Springfield, 111., and, upon your arrival

there, will go before the U. S. district court and give evidence in

regard to the capture of cotton by the vessels of the Mississippi

Squadron in the Ouachita River.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D, Portek,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Eamsay,
Comdg. U. S. S. Choctaw, Miss. Squadron, Mound City, III.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-

mander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, to proceed to Washington, D. C,
for ord'ers.

Mound City, III., September 28, 1864.

Sir : You are hereby detached from the command of the U. S. S.

Choctaw.
As soon as you have finished giving evidence before the U. S. dis-

trict court at Springfield, 111., you will proceed to Washington, D. C,
and report to the honorable Secretary of the Navy for a command
under my orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay,
Comdg. U. S. S. Choctaw, Miss. Squadron, Mound City, III.

General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, on withdrawal
from the Mississippi SqvMdron.

U. S. Mississippi Squadeon, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., Sept. 28, 186^.

General Order.]

The Government has thought proper to assign me to another
command.

In taking leave of the officers and men who have served with me
in scenes of trial and peril, I desire to express the regret I feel at
breaking up the most pleasant associations of my life, and also to
assure them that I have always felt the most sincere gratification
at the manner in which I have been supported throughout this exten-
sive command. I may be attached to other squadrons, but I feel I
shall never again derive such entire satisfaction as I have experienced
while connected with the one I am about to relinquish.
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No common events have occurred here to make me feel as I now do,
for the associations are of no ordinary character that make me take
the deepest interest in all those who are connected with the Mis-
sissippi Squadron; and I shall never regret when either officers or
men who have served under me here shall join me in other scenes
where we may be called to serve our country.
When I first assumed charge of this squadron the Mississippi was

in possession of the rebels from Memphis to New Orleans, a distance
of 800 miles, and over 1,000 miles of tributaries were closed against
us, embracing a territory larger than some of the kingdoms of
Europe. Our commerce is now successfully, if not quietly, trans-
ported on the broad Mississippi from one end to the other, and the
same may almost be said with regard to its tributaries.

These results are owing to the indomitable spirit evinced by the
officers and men of the Mississippi Squadron.
Although the aid that has been given to the Army by this squad-

ron—in capturing strongholds, and its cooperation with the land
forces generally—has not been properly estimated and acknowledged,
history will do justice to all concerned, and you can, with pride,
point to many a fortified place which would now be in the hands of
the rebels but for the exertions of the Navy in these waters.

I need not say to all that I trust you will continue to keep up that
discipline and vigilance which have made the Mississippi Squadron
efficient, and that when a new commander takes my place he may
admit there is nothing defective in this large organization.

It has been my aim and desire to bring the discipline here to the
highest state of perfection, and if I may have seemed over strict to

those unaccustomed to naval discipline, all will, I think, admit that
I have endeavored to be just.

If I have caused those to be punished who have not done their

duty, or who have been false to their trusts, I have sought every
occasion to promote those who have distinguished themselves in any
way, and the door to promotion has been open to any sailor in the
fleet who chose to exert himself and deserve advancement. The
records of the fleet will show where men who were petty officers or
seamen two years ago are now lieutenants, a position which I was
sixteen years in reaching after I first entered the Navy.
Again let me impress upon you the importance of vigilance and

discipline. The enemy we have been fighting so persistently is now
in his last dying agony, and a few months more or less will close

this rebellion. Do not, by any want of vigilance on your part, give
the rebels a chance for a single success over you. Remember all the
general orders I have issued with regard to the proper precautions
to be observed. I can trace many of the mishaps which have oc-

curred to want of attention to orders on the part of those in com-
mand, and though I am happy to say that instances of this kind are

few, I can not but regret that they have taken place, for the sake of
the squadron and those concerned.
There can not, however, be any war without captures, and while

I regret the brave fellows who have been killed or thrown into the

hands of the enemy by inattention to orders, I console myself that
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in almost all cases the flag was properly defended and the vessels

seldom surrendered.

Go where I may, I shall always entertain a lively recollection of

scenes on the Mississippi and its tributaries, scenes that will here-

after be chronicled by historians as they deserve to be, and those

who have figured in them or performed prominent actions, will cer-

tainly be remembered by a grateful country when she is rescued
from the hands of the wretched rebel traitors who desire her
overthrow.

I bid you all farewell, hoping that we may meet on other fields.

Ere we die, our country will have a debt to pay to those foreign
nations Avho have dared to hamper us while struggling in the
mightiest contest the world ever saw; may we then all meet again.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi SfiuncJro^\

N. B.—To be read to the officers and crew upon the quarter-deck
of every vessel in the Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-
Commander Foster, V. S. Navy, to assume com^nand of the Third
and Fourth distiicts.

Mound City, September 29, 186^.
Sir: You are hereby relieved from the command of the Second

District Mississippi Squadron, and you will proceed without delay
to the mouth of Red River and assume command of the Third and
Fourth districts Mississippi Squadron.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,

T

.

Rear-Admiral.
L-ieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster,

Commanding 3d and Jfth Districts Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admired Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-
Commander Cornwell, U. S. Navy, to assume command of the
Second Uistr%ct.

Mound Citi-, September 29, IRft.'t.

SrR
:
You will proceed without delay to the mouth of Red Riverand assume command of the U. S. S. Choctaw at that place, and

proceed with her to Bayou Sara and assume command of the Second
District, relieving Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
T . , r^ -, T Rear-Admiral.
L,ieutenant-Commander John J. Cornwell,

Comm-anding U. S. S. Choctaw and 2d Dist. Miss. Squadron.
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Order of Rear-Adrrdral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Actinc/ Volunteer
Lieutenant Glassford, V. S. Navy, to proceed on special 'duty to

Cincmnati.

Mound City, Septemher 29, 186%
Sir: You will proceed with all dispatch to Cincinnati and deliver

what may be put on board of you under charge of Mr. Heap, and
return to your station the moment you accomplish the duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Portek,
Rear-Admiral.

Commanding Officer U. S. S. Eeindeer.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Comm.ander Town-
send, U. S. Navy, transferring Mm from, the First to the Seventh
District.

MoTJND City, Septemher 29, 186%
Sir : You are hereby relieved of command of the First District of

this squadron and will assume command of the Seventh District of

the same.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. PoE'rER,

Rear-Admiral.
Commalider Robt. Townsend,

Com/manding Essex, Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ . S. Navy, to Lieutenant Forrest,

U. S. Navy, to assume com/nband of new gunboats in the upper
Tennessee River.

Mound City, September 29, 186^.

Sir: You will proceed to Chattanooga, Tenn., and assume com-

mand of the upper Tennessee fleet (consisting of the General Thomas,
General Grant, General Sherman, and General Burnside), making
either of them your flagship.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant Moreau Forrest,
Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Govn,-

mander Wilson, U. S. Navy, to assums command of the First Dis-

trict.

Mound City, September 29, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed to Donaldsonville with your vessel and as-

sume command of the First District of the Mississippi Squadron.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson, *

Commanding U. S. S. Ouachita, Mississippi Squadron.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-

mander McCauley, U. S. Navy, to asstume command of the Fifth

District.

Mound City, September 29, I864.

Sir: You will proceed to Natchez, Miss., and assume command of

the U. S. S. Benton, and also of the Fifth District of the Mississippi

Squadron.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Hear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCauley,
Miasissippi Squadron

.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Greer, U. S. Navy, to give evidence in prize court regard-

ing cotton from. Red River.

Mound City, September 29, ISGlf..

Sir: You will proceed to Springfield, 111., and upon your arrival

there will go before the United States district court and give evidence
in regard to the capture of cotton by the vessels of the Mississippi
Squadron on the Red River expedition.

After performing the above duty return to this place and report to

Captain Pennock.
Very respectfully, etc.. David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-Commander Ja.mes A. Greer,

Mound City, III.

LTolegram.,

Navy DepiVRtment, September 30, I864.

When may we expect you ? Southern concern is going under.
Time flies. Sandford gave orders about the horses.

G. V. Fox,
Assistaiit Secretary Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lievtenant-Com,-
rnander Breese, U. S. Navy, to report at Hampton Roads for duty
in the new command of the former.

Mound City, September 30, I864..

Sir: You will proceed to Hampton Roads, Va., and report to me
for orders. Proceed via "Washington and report at the Navy Depart-
ment on your way.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese,
Co7)imanding Black IJawk, Mound City, III.

ft)rder of same date and like tenor to Lieutenants S. W. Terrv and
M. W. Sanders, U. S. Navy.]

"^
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Order of Rear-Adirdral Porter, V. 8. Namj, to Acting Ensign Alden,
U. S. Navy, to proceed to Hampton Roads and await further
orders.

Mound City, September 30, 1864.
Sir: You will proceed to Hampton Roads, Va., by the way of New

Orleans, taking charge of such boxes, etc., as I may put in your care.
See that they all arrive safely at Hampton Roads and put them on
board one of the vessels of Admiral Lee's squadron or m some safu
place. You will await my arrival there.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. PoRraR,
Rear-Admiral.

Acting Ensign Jas. M. Alden,
U. S. S. Black Hawk, Mound City, III.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, October 1, 186'+.

I leave to-night; could not possibly get oflF sooner without great
confusion. Will only want one day in Washington. Horses left

day before yesterday.

David D. Pokj-er,

Rear-Admiral.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the .Vn'-y, Washington City.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, October 1, 1864—^ P- i^-

The following telegram has just been received from Hon. E. M.
Stanton, Secretary of War:
Send two light-draft ironclads, the best you have, to D. G. Farragut in Mobile

Bay. In an emergency requiring it, call upon him for the Tennessee and gun-

boats. Answer.

The above dispatch is not understood, nor can I act on the order.

David D. Por'hsr,

Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy. Wr/xhington. D. C.

[Telegram.]

Navy Departmeint,
Washington, October 1, 1864-

Send two light-draft ironclads, the best you have, to Rear-Admiral
Farragut in Mobile Bay. In an emergency requiring it, call upon
him for the Tennessee and gunboats. Answer.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
CoTwrnundina Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III,
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[Telegram.]

Mound City, October 1, 1864-

The Milwaukee and Kickapoo are ready to proceed at a moment's

notice. They draw 6 feet large. Shall I send them to Admiral

arragu .

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vohmteer

Lieutenant Magune, U. S. Namy, commanding U. S. S. Milwaukee,

to report for duty to Rear-Admiral Farragut, JJ . S. Navy.

Mound City, October 1, 1864-.

Sir : You will proceed without delay with the U. S. S. Milwaukee

to Mobile, Ala., and report to Kear-Admiral David G. Farragut for

duty.

Eeport to Commodore Palmer on your arrival at New Orleans.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,

i?ear-A(Jmir'al, GomAaandmg Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. W. Magune,
Commanding U. S. S. Milwaukee.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenani-Com-
mandei' Bacon, U. S. Navy, to send the V. S. S. Kickapoo to

Rear-Admiral Farragut, V. S. Navy.

Mound City, October 1, 1864.

Sir: You will order the U. S. S. Kickapoo to proceed without
[delay] to Mobile, Ala., and report to Rear-Admiral David G. Farra-
gut for duty.

Give instructions for her to report to Commodore Palmer on her
arrival at New Orleans.

Very respectfullj% your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Geo. Bacon,
Commanding Sixth District.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Selfridge, V. S. Navy, regarding the U. S. S. Indianola.

Mound City, October 1, I864.
Sir: You will order the U. S. S. Mound City to take her former

position in guarding the Indianola, and to assist with her crew in
launching her when occasion requires-
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You will also detail the Rattler to assist in guarding or launching
her, should her services be required.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter.
Rear-Adndral, CotrvmaTuLing Mississip-pi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge,
Commanding F'ifth District.

Order of Rear-Admiral Pm'ter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Gom-
mander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, regarding the command of the upper
Tennessee fleet.

October 1, 18C4.

Sir: I have ordered Lieutenant Forrest to the command of the

upper Tennessee fleet. You will detach Acting Volunteer Lieuten-

ant Glassford and order him to return to his old command.
Kespectfully, etc.,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, U. S. Navy,
CommMnding Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Commander Stanly,

U. S. Navy, for special duty.

Mound City, October 1, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed to Allegheny, Pa., and attend to the powder
there belonging to this squadron. After performing this duty re-

turn to Cincinnati and attend to the equipment of the ironclads

building at that place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admfl.ral.

Commander F. Stanly,
Naval Station, Mound City.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, TJ. S. Navy, to Pilot Birch, TJ. S.

Navy, commanding V. S. S. General Lyon, for delivery of mail

and sto7'es to the fleet.

Mound City, October 1, 1864-

Sir: You will proceed down the river, carrying the mails and

stores for the fleet.

You will take convoy past dangerous places going and coming, and

should your vessel be attacked by the enemy, do not attempt to

102008°—N w R—VOL 26—13 3T
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fight them, but proceed on your way and let your convoy do the

fighting. After performing the above duty, return to this place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain arid Cormimndant of Station.

Pilot E. E. Birch,
Commanding General Lyon.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Namy, to Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant Gorringe, V. S. Navy, regarding the command of the

U. S. S. Vindicator.

OCTOBEE 1, 1864.

Sir: In case Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge should accept the
proposition I have offered him, you will succeed him in command
of the Vindicator.

Respectfully, etc., David D. Porter,
Bear-Adm,irdl.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant HJENEr H. Gorringe,
Conmianding Sibyl.

Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Gorringe, V. S. Navy, comrnianding U. S. S. Sibyl, to
obtain information regarding the whereabo-wts of forces under
General Mower, V. S. Army.

Mound City, October 1, 186i.
Sir: Proceed with all dispatch to New Madrid and deliver the

enclosed letters. Should Captain Mitchell have left New Madrid,
you will obtain all the information yourself desired in the enclosed
telegram.

As soon as this duty is performed, return here immediately.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. H. Gorringe,
Commanding Sibyl, off Mound City.

I Enclosures.]

Mound City, October 1, 1864..
Sir : I enclose herewith copy of telegram received from General

Kosecrans.
You will obtain all the information possible in relation to the

movements of the troops sent by Steele. Their whereabouts we
particularly desire to know.

Very respectfully,^ A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander John G. Mitchell,
Comdg. Carondelet and 8th Dist. Mississippi Squadron.



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 579

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, Mo., October 1^ 186JI.—2:07 p. m.
It seems the rebels are advancing on St. Louis. They occupied

De Soto last night. We are very anxious to learn if a cohimn sent
by Steele under Mower to follow Price is in Missouri. Would be
very much obliged if you would get some messenger to him in the
direction of Bloomfield, to report to you or to any part whence
speedy communication can be had. The messenger will be liberally

paid.

W. S. EOSECRANS,
Major-General.

Captain Pennock,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, Octoher 1, 186^.

I have sent a gunboat to New Madrid to try to get the informa-
tion you require from that direction.

I will try and get a messenger out in another direction.

A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Major-General W. S. Eosecrans,
St. Louis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

Mound Citt, Octoher 2, 1864.

(Eeceived 3d, 11 : 30 a. m.)

Your telegram received. The Milwaukee and Kickapoo will be

sent at once. They draw 6 feet.

D. D. Porter.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, October 3, 1864—8: £5 p. m.

Gunboat returned from New Madrid reports persons coming from
Bloomfield daily. No news of Mower's whereabouts. Scouts have

been sent out. As soon as they return the report will be sent imme-

diately to me, and will be telegraphed promptly to you.

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Eosecrans.
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[Telegram.]

Paducah, Ky., October S, 1864.

Captain : Send two gunboats to Columbus at onc€, the force there

being insufficient to protect the place, and an attack is expected.
'^

S. Meredith,
Brigadier-General.

Captain Pennock,
Mound City, III.

[Telegram.]

Paducah, Kv., October 5, 1861^.

Colonel: I have telegraphed to Captain Pennock to send you two

gunboats.
S. Meredith,

Brigadier-General.

Colonel McArthtjr,
Commanding, Columbus, Ky.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, III., October 3, 186^..

I will send one gunboat to Columbus, the only available one.

Please inform me what force threatens Columbus, and their where-
abouts.

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Brigadier-General Meredith,
Commanding.

Letter from Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Canby,
U. S. Army, regarding the need of vessels from, the West Gulf
Squadron in exchange for the Milroauhee and Kichapoo.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., October 4-, 1864..

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the 20th ultimo to Admiral Porter, and to inform
you that, previous to his departure for the East, he ordered the
double-turreted monitors Milwaulcee and Kichapoo to be sent as soon
as possible to Admiral Farragut at Mobile. We shall then be left

with only two small monitors, both undergoing repairs. I trust the
admiral will send us, in exchange, the monitor Manhattan and the
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ram Tennessee, as we require their services in the lower Mississippi.
It will give me great pleasure, general, to cooperate with you, and
afford you all the assistance in my power should you require it. The
Milvmukee may be detained a few days between Cairo and Memphis
on account of low water.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commanding Military Dlv. of West Miss., New Orleans, La.

Report of Captain Pennoch, U. S. Navy, transmitting prize lists of
certain vessels.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, Octoher 5, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith prize lists of the follow-
ing vessels belonging to this squadron

:

U. S. S. Chillicothe, for the capture of 4- bales cotton, June 13,
1864.

U. S. S. Marmora, for the capture of merchandise from M. Bless-

ing at Napoleon, Ark., January 21, 1864.

U. S. S. Marmora, for the capture of military goods from rebel spy,

J. A. Tatum, March, 1864.

U. S. S- Marmora, for the capture of 3 bales of cotton and 1 steam-

boat bell, March 4, 1864.

U. S. S. St. Clair, for the capture of 3 bales of cotton. May 13, 1864.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Mound Citt, October 6, 186^.

The MUwavJcee, ordered by Admiral Porter to Mobile, is detained

by low water between Caii-o"and Memphis and derangement of ma-
chinery. She will be dispatched as soon as possil)le.

A. M. Pennock.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary Navy.
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Naval operations* in Tennessee and Cwmberland rivers in combina-

tion with farces under Major-General George H. Thomas, U. S.

Army, opposing Major-GeneraJs Hood and Forrest, C. S. Army,

from- Octoler 10 to December 31, 186^, includi7ig attack on U. S.

steamers Key West and Undine, at Eastport, Miss., Octoher 10;

operations near Johnsonville, Tenn., including loss of U. S. S.

Undine, October SO, and U. S. steamers Key West, Tawah, and

Elfin, November 4, followed by operations at BelVs Mills and
Nashville, Tenn., December 3-4, 6, 15-16.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, 11. S. Navy, transmitting report regarding at-

tack upon TJ. S. steamers Key West and TTndine by Confederate batteries at

Eastport, Miss., during combined expedition from Clifton, Tenn., October 10,

1864.

U. S. Flagship Black Hawk,
Cairo, 111., October Ik, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a report of Acting Master

J. L. Bryant, commanding U. S. S. Undine, received at the moment
of my departure, as announced in my dispatch of this morning. The
report of the officer commanding the U. S. S. Key West, also engaged
in the same expedition, has' not been received.

I have just returned from a visit to Paducah, where I made such
dispositions as will materially assist the forces there in repelling any
attack which may be made, but which, from the best information I

could obtain, I do not anticipate. It is my impression that the rebel

General Forrest will be more likely to make an attack on Memphis,
where, I understand, the garrison is weak. I will therefore proceed'
there without delay to make arrangements for giving it such assist-

ance as the gunboats afford.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, COTrmuinding Mississippi Squadron.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the U. S. Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Undine,
Off Paducah^ Ky., October 12, 1864..

Sie: I have the honor to forward the following report of an
expedition from Clifton to Eastport, under command of Colonel
[George B.] Hoge, consisting of One hundred and thirteenth and
One hundred and twentieth Infantry, Illinois Volunteers (660
strong), Sixty-first U. S. Colored Infantry (600 strong), and Battery
G, Second Missouri Light Artillery (4 rifled 12-pounaers). These
troops embarked on the morning of the 9th instant at Clifton, Tenn.,
on board the transports City of Pekin, Aurora, and Kenton, and at
1 p. m. started up the river for Eastport, Miss., under convoy of the
U. S. S. Key West and this vessel. The transports being short of
fuel, we stopped for wood at several points on the river.

* For the operations of the Army in North Alabama and Middle Tennessee
November 14, 1864, to .laniiary 23, 1865, see Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies, vol. 45, Pts. I, II.
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At 1.30 p. m. the 10th instant we arrived off Eastport. After pass-
ing some islands 10 miles below the Key West made signals to me,
" Can not be too cautious " and " Keep in close order." On approach-
ing Eastport everything seemed quiet ; there were no intimations of
troops or batteries on the hills commanding the landing, and Cap-
tain [Edw. M.] King waved to the transports to land, and took a
position so as to command the roads and came to anchor. I anchored
astern of him. The troops immediately commenced disembarking.

Colonel Hoge, commanding the brigade, went on board the Key
West and informed Captain King that he should move immediately
for luka. As the Colonel was returning in the Key Wesfs gig, a
masked battery of six rifled guns opened on the boats from the hill at

Eastport and three rifled guns from Chickasaw.
The transports were struck several times, exploding a caisson on

board the Aurora and Kenton, and setting them on fire, causing
great confusion among the troops, burning several of them, and mor-
tally wounding the captain of the Aurora. Many of the troops
jumped overboard from the burning steamers. A company that had
been sent out as skirmishers immediately returned toward the boat.

The other troops that were forming in Une on the bank broke and
fled in great disorder down the river. The battery of four guns was
abandoned, the transports cut their lines and drifted downstream,
Aurora and Kenton disabled.

During tjiis time the Key West a.nd Undine were each struck twice

with rifled projectiles. One shell passed down through the boiler

deck of the Key West and burst in the bag rack, near after part of

boilers ; another passed through the steerage and out on the port side.

This vessel had her port wheel rope and bell wires cut by a shell

and also had the after steam-escape pipe and hog-chain brace near

the cook's galley shot away. One shell entered the starboard side

through boiler deck, passing through the cabin, cutting the deck and

causing the splinters to fly in every direction.

The gunboats returned the fire immediately, and kept it up for

thirty minutes in full range of the enemy's batteries, with their shell

bursting all around and over us. On finding it evident that the

enemy's force was far superior to ours, and that an effort to silence

the batteries with smoothbore gunS would prove fruitless. Captain

King gave orders for the gunboats to drop down out of range. The

two disabled transports having now drifted out of sight, Captain

King ordered me down the river to look after them, while he cov-

ered the City of Pekin in taking on board the stragglers.

On reaching the vessel, I found the troops and crews had suc-

ceeded in quenching the fire on the transports, but they were dis-

abled, and I immediately returned and reported the fact to Captain

King. J J J
It was now nearly sundown, and the Key West proceeded down-

stream and made signals " Follow senior officer's movements, which

I did. We found the transports Aurora and Kenton drifting down-

stream in the chute at Line Island. The Kenton had temporarily

repaired her steam pipe and taken the Aurora in tow. The trans-

ports landed, the Key West anchored, and I moved alongside of her.

Colonel Hoge came on board and requested Captain King to convoy

him to Hamburg. The City of Pekin now took the disabled Aurora

in tow, and at 6.15 p. m. we all steamed down the river.
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On approaching Boad's [Boyd's] Landing we discovered two nouses
on fire, which, illuminated the river for some distance. Captain King
thinking all was not right, ordered the transports to stop, and he
would go ahead and shell the woods, and if he passed by safely he
would blow a long whistle for them to come on, which he did, and
we again proceeded on our way. At 10:20 we passed Savannah,
and at 10 : 35 the fog became too thick to proceed farther with safety

;

therefore came to anchor above Coflfee Landing, except the Aurora,
which was tied up to the bank. At 8 o'clock on the morning of the
11th we got underway and proceeded down the river. The Aurora
had temporarily repaired her steam pipe, and was capable of being
managed under low steam. We arrived at Johnsonville at 7 p. m.
the 11th instant, and I proceeded down the river in company with
the U. S. S. Key West at 9 this a. m. We arrived off Paducah at
sundown.

I am happy to inform you that during the engagement my officers

and crew behaved gallantly and displayed coolness in every instance.
Third Assistant Engineer John W. Morton was restored to duty
during action, and acted with great coolness and decision. I also take
great pleasure in informing you that Volunteer Lieutenant King
deserves much credit for the skillful manner in which he conducted
this expedition.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John L. Bryant,
Acting Blaster, U. S. Navy, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk,
Commanding Ninth District Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, transmitting report of Acting
Volunteer lieutenant King, V. S. Navy, and order of Major-General Washburn,
U. S. Army, for the movement of troops.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., October SO, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a copy of Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant E. M. King's report of the attack by the rebels on Colonel
Hoge's command at Eastport, Miss.
He was the senior officer present at the time, in command of the

gunboat Key West.
The report of the second in command I forwarded on the 14th

mstant. These reports have both been forwarded as soon as re-
ceived.

I also enclose copy of General Washburn's order to Colonel Hoge
explaining the service.required of the gunboats.

'

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. M. Pennock,

Captain, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Hon. Gideon Welles

Secretary of tlie Navy, WasMngton, D. C.
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[Enclosure.]

U. S. Gunboat Key West,
Oif Paducah, Ky., October 13, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to forward the following report of an expe-
dition from Clifton to Eastport, under command of Colonel Hoge
consisting of One Hundred and Thirteenth and One Hundred and
Twentieth Illinois Infantry (660 strong), Sixty-first United States
Colored Infantry (600 strong). These troops embarked on the
morning of the 9th instant at Clifton, on board the transports City
of Pekin, Kenton, and Aurora, and at 1 p. m. steamed up river for
Eastport, Miss., under convoy of this vessel and the U. S. S. Undine,
Acting Master John L. Bryant, commanding. The transports being
short of fuel, we stopped for wood at several points on the river.
At — p. m. of the 11th instant we arrived off Eastport. After
passing Line Island, 10 miles below, I made signal to Undine, " Can
not be too cautious," and "Keef> in close order." On approaching
Eastport everything seemed quiet; there were no indications of
troops or batteries on the hill commanding the landing, and I waved
to the transports to land and took a position in mid river so as to
command the roads and anchored with the Undine astern. The
troops commenced disembarking immediately. Colonel Hoge, com-
manding the brigade, came on board and informed me that he should
move immQdiately for luka. As the colonel was returning to the
City of Peliin in my gig a masked battery of six rifled guns opened
on the boats from the hill at Eastport and three rifled guns from
Chickasaw. The transports were struck several times, exploding a
caisson on board the Aurora and Kenton and setting them on fire.

This caused great confusion among the troops, many of them jump-
ing overboard from the burning steamers. A company that had been
sent out as skirmishers immediately returned toward the boats.

Other troops that were forming in line on the bank broke and fled

pell-mell down the river bank. The battery of four guns was aban-
doned. The transports cut their lines and drifted downstream.
Kenton and Aurora disabled and City of Pehin with several shots

through her. During this time the Key West and Undine were each
struck twice with rifled projectiles. One plunging shell passed down
through the boiler deck of this vessel and burst in the bag rack near
after part of the boilers; another passed through the steerage and
out on the port side. The Undine had her port wheel rope and bell

wires cut by a shell. The gunboats returned the enemy's fire imme-
diately and kept it up for thirty minutes in full range of the bat-

teries, with their shell bursting thick and fast around and over us.

Seeing that I could effect nothing with smoothbores against a bat-

tery of rifled, guns I dropped the gunboat back just out of range.

The two disabled transports having now drifted out of sight around
the bend, I sent the Undine down to look after them while T covered

the City of PeJdn in taking on board the stragglers. The Undine
returned shortly and Captain Bryant reported that the troops and
crews had quenched the fires on the transfonts, but they were dis-

abled and repairing. It was now nearly sundown and I suggested

to Colonel Hoge that we had all better go down and look out for

our disabled boats. We found them drifting downstream in the

chute at Line Island. The Kenton had temporarily repaired her
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steampipe and had the Aurora in tow and steamed with her to the

right bank of the river; the City of Pehin landed also. I anchored
this vessel in the chute near them, with Undine alongside. Colonel

Hoge now came on board and requested me to convoy him to Ham-
burg. The City of Pekin took the disabled Aurora in tow and at

6.15 p. m. we all steamed slowly down the river. On approaching
Boyd's Landing we discovered two houses on fire, lighting up the

whole bend of the river. Fearing the enemy might have a battery

planted there, I communicated with Colonel Hoge and told him that

I would move ahead and if I got through safely would blow a long
whistle. In passing down the bend I manned both sides and kept up
a warm fire, but received no response. On approaching Hamburg I
again communicated with the colonel to know if he wished to stop at

that 23oint. He answered that he wished me to proceed down the
river as fast as possible. i

At 10.20 we passed Savannah and at 10.35, the fog being too thick
to run with safety, we anchored above Coffee Landing, except the
disabled ^wrora tied up to the bank. At 8 o'clock on the morning
of the 11th we proceeded down river. The Aurora had temporarily
repaired her steam pipe during the night and was manageable under
slow steam. We stopped at Clifton a short time at noon and, pro-,

ceeding, arrived at Johnsonville at 7 p. m. of the 11th instant. Pro-'
ceeded down the river with the Undine at 9 this morning and arrived
at Padupah at sundown. ij

Under the circumstances attending this affair I think it provi-
dential that the boats escaped with so little damage and that so few
of the troops were killed and captured. With regard to the loss of
the battery I will only say at present that the gunboats were ready to
assist in any movement that the colonel commanding might have sug-
gested for their recovery. I am fully convinced at the same time that
any attempt in force to retake the guns would have entailed still

greater loss, including the temporary or total disabling of the gun-
boats. I am happy to inform you that my officers and crew acted
with great coolness and decision; the guns were fired rapidly and
well.

Enclosed I have the honor to forward copy of General Washburn's
orders to Colonel Hoge.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. M..KING,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk, U. S. Navy,
Commanding 9th District Mississippi Squadron.

[Subenclosure.]

Headqtjaetees,
Ripley, October 8, 186J^..

Colonel: As soon as you receive this, move with your infantry
and artillery to Clifton with the squadron of cavalry that takes you
this and embark at once on transports and move up to Eastport.
As soon as you land at Eastport move rapidly out of the line of rail-
roads near luka and break the road up and destroy bridges So as to
hold any trains that may be east of the break. Their depot of sup-
plies is at Cherokee, east of luka. After doins: this, hold Eastnort
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until you hear from me. I think I shall reach there in about three
days. The cavalry order forward as rapidly as possible. In ap-
proaching Eastport, do so with care, as not to be ambuscaded.
Please show this to Captain King, gunboat Key West, and request
him to convoy you and stick to you.

Eespectfully, yours, C. C. WASHBtrEN,
Major-General.

Colonel G. B. Hoge,
Comvuinding Brigade.

[Telegram.]

Headqrs. Military Division of ahe Mississippi,
In the field, Cartersville, October 10, I86J1..

Keep all your boats in watching and patrolling the Tennessee.
Hood IS now crossing the Coosa about 12 miles below Rome and is

heading west, but may aim for Whitesburg or Gunter's. I rather
think he is aiming to unite with Forrest over the Mobile and Ohio
road, about Tuscumbia, Ala., yet he should be prevented from cross-
ing the Tennessee Eiver anywhere above Mussel Shoals. I may
also look for a boat about Guntersville.

W. T. Sherman,
Major-General, Corrwnanding.

Lieutena'nt GLASsroRD, U. S. Navy,
Bridgeport.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, October 16, 186^..

The following dispatch has just been received through General
Granger, at Huntsville:

Larkinsville, October 16, I864.

An oflScer from south side of the river gives the following reliable informa-
tion: Hood's army, including Forrest, Wheeler, and Koddey, are now, at 10
o'clock, in Deer Head Cove, Dug Gap, 15 miles south of Carpenter's [Caper-
ton's?] Ferry, advancing toward that landing on the main road. I move up
there immediately and leave orders for the General Grant to come up as soon as
she arrives. I will be there at 10 or 11 o'clock to-night.

G. MOKTON,
Commanding.

I wish you to take Morgan's and Wagner's divisions to the point

referred to instead of going up Lookout Valley, sending your scouts

well in advance to ascertain just where the enemy are. You will

also send a copy of this dispatch to General Sherman, tellinghim what
you have done, and I desire the same information to be sent as soon

as possible to General Stanley, who is also in pursuit of Hood's army.
Don't fail to report what you discover, and I wish, if possible, that

you communicate also, if you find the enemy, with Generals Sherman
and Stanley, letting them also know of your movement.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General.

Major-General Schofiei.d.
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[Telegram.]

HuNTSViLLE, October 16, 186^.

I don't believe either Forrest or Eoddey can be with Hood. My
scout from Blountsville, returned to-day, reports having heard of

Hood moving toward Chattanooga, but makes no report of Forrest

having passed that way, which he must have known had Forrest
joined Hood. Captain Morton repeats his telegram that he is posi-

tive that his information is correct. The gunboats, in my opinion,

will do but little toward stopping the crossing of the river by such
a force as Hood must have. They have no protection for their

boilers, none indeed for any part of the boat, and any of them could
be totally disabled by three batteries in 15 minutes. They can
only be stopped from crossing by batteries and heavy force on this
side of the river. I will be pleased to have any orders forthwith,
general, if I can render any service.

E. S. Granger,
Brigadier-General.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Eight Miles North of Eogersvilui,
October 16, 186^.

(
Via Pulaski.

)

I will move to Rogersville and toward Florence to-day. Can hear
of no rebels except squads. I desire to know if the gunboats can
take care of the river as far up as Waterloo.

Very respectfully

John T. Ceoxton,
,, . ^ ^ Brigadier-General.
Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, Tenn., October 16, 186i.
Will you please direct the gunboats to patrol the Tennessee River

up as far as Waterloo and Eastport, while mv cavaW make an
expedition to Rogersville and Florence?

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, V. S. Volunteers, Comnumding.

Commanding Officer Gunboat Fleet,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, October 16, 1864.
I have asked the commanding officer of the gunboat fleet to direct

the patrol of the Tennessee River by the gunboats, as you request,
while you are going to Rogersville and Florence.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-Gencral, U. S. Volunteers, Com/manding.

Brigadier-General John T. Croxton,
(y'w be forwarded via. Pula^hi.)
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[Telegram.]

Mound Citt, Iu.., October 17, 1861t.

Your dispatch received. Will endeavor to comply with your re-

quest to patrol the river as far as Eastport.

J. A. Geeee,
Ziieutenant-Commander.

General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, October 18, 186^.

Your dispatch of this day received, and I send you the following
from Major-General Sherman for your information and guidance

:

' "
"

'

Ship's Gap, October n, 1864—2 p. m.

Order In my name the renewal of the attempt to get Eastport, and ask
Admiral Porter, if necessary, to send up an ironclad. We should command
the Tennessee River up to Mussel Shoals perfectly.

W. T. Sherman,
Major-General.

I have applied by telegraph to Admiral Porter for the iron-

clad, and* I desire to know whether you can collect a sufficient

force of infantry, to act in conjunction with your cavalry and the

ironclad and gunboats, to lead you to hope for a successful attack

upon and capture of Eastport. Answer by telegraph, letting me
know what force you can collect and how soon you can start upon
the expedition. It should be done as soon as possible.

Geo. H. Thomas,

Major-General C. C. Washburn.
Major-GeneraZ.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, October 18, 1864.

I have received your dispatch from Ship's Gap of yesterday noon.

Am ready to carry out your orders should Hood attempt to come
into Tennessee. * * *

I have arranged with Lieutenant Greer, commanding gunboat

fleet on lower Tennessee, to patrol the river as far up as Eastport.

Lieutenant Glassford, commanding between Bridgeport and De-

catur, patrols that portion of the river daily, and cooperates with

me very cordially. I believe affairs north of the Tennessee River

are getting into much better shape, and I hope to join you very soon.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General.

Major-General Sherman.
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[Telegram. ]

Mound City, III., October 19, 186^.

Your dispatch is received. It is impossible to furnish an ironclad

;

besides, there is not water enough for them. I have sent three light-

drafts to operate against Eastport.
Jas. a. Greer,

Lieutenant-Gominander.

Major-General George H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Decatur, October 85, I864.

The following has just been received

:

HuNTSviiXE, October 25, 186i.

The following dispatch has just passed through my headquarters, with a like

report from lieutenant commanding at Whltesburg. I get nothing from Clays-
vUle. I don't believe the story.

Wm. p. Lyon,
Colonel, Commanding.

"V. S. S. Genebal Thomas.
" The river is so low that I can not reach Claysville Landing. Got up to

Beard's Bluff. From reliable information at various points on the river, which
you can rely on, the enemy is in large force, with artillery and pontoons, be-
tween Guntersvllle, Warrenton, and Fletcher's, and threatens to cross at various
points from Beard's BlufC to Trlana. Elver so low that I can not go with
safety below Whltesburg. I will endeavor to use the utmost vigilance from
White's Bar to Gunter's Bar until I hear from you. The Stone River Is below
Whltesburg. I would recommend you to telegraph to General Granger to keep
her between Whltesburg and Decatur and communicate with me at head of
Hobson's Island, 3 miles above Whltesburg. You can rely upon the Information
I give to be correct, for I have seen cavalry and officers dresaed in regular uni-
form, which I never saw before on the river, and at various points, too, and
the information came direct from Warrenton here. Please send me dispatch
via Whltesburg to-morrow. I return up river immediately to Beard's Bluff
and will bo down again to-morrow unless detained by the enemy. Be assured
the Thomas is vigilant. Plenty of rails for fuel.

" G. MOETON,
"Acting Master, Commanding.

" Captain M. Foeeest,
" Commmiding Eleventh District Mississippi Squadron,

" Bridgeport, Ala."

I send the above for what it is worth. I have no evidence to con-
firm this report further than I have sent you heretofore. I will send
another party immediately, upon the Stone River, to Clarksville
Ferry, near moiith of Flint Eiver. I have no one to put down to
guard the crossing on the river below, unless they are sent from
Columbia, where there are more troops, I think, than are necessary.

R. S. Granger,
Brigadier-Genercd.

Major-General Thomas.
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[Telegram.]

Nashville, Tenn., October 26, 186^.
If you have a gunboat at Bridgeport I desire you to take as many

men as you can carry down the river to Claysville to defend the
crossing of the river at that place.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, TJ. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Commanding Officer Gunboat Fleet,
Bridgeport, Ala.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, Tenn., October 26, 1864..

Will you please have the gunboats under your command moved
down the Tennessee Eiver to Claysville and Deposit, to assist General
Granger in defending the fords and crossings at those points, and
also, if possible, to patrol the river as far down as Whitesburg?
Answer and acknowledge receipt.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-GeTieral, TJ. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

CoMMANi^iNG Officer Gunboat Fleet,
Bridgeport, Ala.

[Telegram.]

Bridgeport, Ala., October 26, 1864-
(Received 27th.)

Dispatch received, and have just received one from a gunboat at

Claysville. There are two boats between the points you mention,
and I will try to get a third. The river is very low. A dispatch re-

ceived to-day mentions a Union prisoner who was captured at Dalton
and who reports the enemy 28,000 strong at or near Warrenton.

M. Forrest,

Commanding Eleventh District Mississippi Squadron.

General G. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Bridgeport, October 26, 1864-

The river is so low the gunboat here can't get over the bar. A dis-

patch from the General Thomas to-day reports her at Claysville, and
the General Grant is trying to sheer her way over the bars to her

assistance.

M. Forrest,

Commanding Eleventh District Mississippi Squadron.

General Thomas.
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[Telegram.]

HuNTSviLUB, October 26, 1864.

(Received 3:47 p. m.)

If there is a gunboat at Bridgeport 600 men could be sent to Clays-

ville in a few hours. The nearest point would be 25 miles from

railroad.
R. S. Grangkk,

General Thomas.
Brigadier-General.

[Telegram.]

HuNTSviLus, October 27, 186^.

The following dispatches have just been received from Whites-

burg:

U. S. S. General Thomas,
Off Hobson's Island, October 27, 1864—11 a. m.

Sib : Have been up the river in the vicinity of Fort Deposit and Beard's Bluff.

No enemy seen on the banks of the river this morning. Heard heavy trains
moving along the mountain roads all night. Took on board one of General
Granger's scouts, just in from Warrenton and Guntersville. He reports main
force of the enemy moving down the river toward Decatur; courier gtting to
General Hood ; that a large Federal force is this side of Gadsden in pursuit.
All right' on board.

G. JMOBTON,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Captain M. Fokeest,
Comdg. Eleventh Dist. Miss. Squadron, Bridgeport, Ala.

V. S. S. General Thomas.
Sir: It rained very heavily all night, and I will go down river as soon as

possible. The probabilities are that the river will rise, and I will pass Whites-
burg to-night.

G. lUORTON,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Colonel Lyon, Huntsville.

All quiet at Whitesburg.

Wm. p. Lyon,
Colonel, Thirteenth Wisconsin, Commianding.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Huntsville, October 28, 186k.
The following dispatches are just received from captain of gun-

boat General Thomas, with further information that he has left
Whitesburg for Decatur

:

U. S. S. General Thomas,
Off Hobson's Island, October 28, 186^.

Sir: Dispatches all received. .Just from Fort [Port] Deposit. Saw no enemy
smce yesterday. I shall start for Decatur Immediately, and if I can force the
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vessel over the bar you vriU hear from me this afternoon from Decatur. River
rose 1 inch in the last twenty-four hours.

G. Morton,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Captain M. Foerest,
Comdg. Eleventh Dist. Miss. Squadron, Bridgeport, Ala.

V. S. S. General Thomas, October 28, 186^.

From the latest information I can get, the main force of the enemy has
moved down the river, but I think they will attempt crossing at Guntersvile or
Port Deposit. I think the latter place, the river being narrow and a good
artillery road for them to come on. Opposite this place is every appearance of
fences being down for the moving of cavalry. I fired cani.ster at them, and
could see them running through the cornfield. I should go to Decatur and be
back here to-night; the river rose last night. Russell's brigade of cavalry Is

left at Guntersville and one corps at Warrenton.
G. Morton,

Acting Master, Vommanding.

W. p. Lyon,
Colonel, CoTn/manding Post.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, October 28, 1861—&: 30 V- "«'•

Your dispatch of this p. m. is received. Please express to Captain
Morton my thanks for the activity displayed by him in patrolling

the river, and also for the valuable information he forwards. I wish
you to impress upon your guards and pickets on the river the neces-

sity of exercising the greatest vigilance at all times.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Colonel W. P. Lyon,
Huntsville, Ala.

Extract from log of the TJ. S. S. General Thomas, Acting Master Gilbert Morton,
commanding.

Octoler 28, 1864..—OS Paint Rock from 12 to 4 p. m. : Stopped
" railing ;

" headed downstream ; 2 : 45, landed at Limestone and took

on board more rails ; started downstream, had men at quarters ; went
downstream a short distance and came alongside the Stone Rwer and
opened on a rebel battery and received no injury until abreast of the

battery, when they opened fire on us with 6 other guns, we receiving

one shot through the hull, one through the wheelhouse, and two
through the cabin, wounding one mortally in the head, one through
the back, and one in the neck. Passed the rebel batteries and landed
at Decatur. From 4 to 6 p. m.: Weather clear; wind west. Fired
6 shots. Ceased firing. From 6 to 8 p. m. : Weather clear and pleas-

ant. Cast loose from shore and anchored off Decatur. From 8 to 12

p. m. (midnight) : Weather clear; wind S. W. Occasional picket

firing.
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Saturday, October 29, I864..—OS Decatur from 12 to 4 a. m.:
Weather cold, with heavy fog. 3 a. m. : The enemy removed their

batteries from the bank of the river. Continued firing of pickets.

4 to 8 a. m. : Continual picket firing. 9 a. m. : A force on our left

went out to reconnoiter. At 11 : 30 weighed anchor and headed up-
stream. 5 p. m. : Landed at Decatur. 6 : 50 p. m. : U. S. Army gun-
boat Stone River came downstream and landed above us. 7 : 45, cast

loose from shore and headed upstream. 11 : 30, heavy musket firing

at Decatur.
Sunday, October 30, 186^.—Off Trianna : At 12 : 05 a. m. were fired

into by some cavalry ; went to quarters and returned the fire. 12 : 10
a. m. : Weighed anchor and started upstream, shelling the woods.
Came to anchor off Trianna. 5 : 45 a. m. : Fired two shots at rebel

cavalry. Weighed anchor, started upstream. 7 : 30, landed at
Whitesburg

;
picked up two deserters on south shore.

October 31, 186i.—Off Whitesburg: At 2:45 a. m. three muskets
were fired south of Whitesburg. 9:30, the Stone River came down,
made fast aft, and hauled us off the bar. 8 :15 a. m. : Started up the
river and fired 8 shots. 11:30, landed. 4:15 p. m. : Commenced
firing at some rebel cavalry. 6 : 15, ceased firing. 7 : 30, stopped at
Trianna and communicated with some soldiers. 8 p. m. : Fired three
shots. At 10 : 15, landed at Decatur.

letter from Brieadier-General Granger, r. S. Army, to Acting Master Morton,
V. S. Wavy, commanding XJ. S. S. General Thomas, requesting cooperation.

Headquartess District of Northern Ai^abama,
Decatur, October 29, 1864..

Sir : The general commanding desires that you move up the river
with your vessel at once, reconnoitering the banks very thoroughly,
especially about Whitesburg, where it is reported the enemy will
attempt a crossing.

Please forward immediately any information of importance vou
may obtain.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

„. Saml. M. Kneeland,
I'trst Lieut., 18th Michigan Infantry, Act. Asst. Adjt. General.

Acting Master G. Morton,
Commanding U. S. S. General Thomas.

Report of Acting Rear-Admlral Lee, V. S. Navy, transmitting report regarding
the repnlse of Major-General Hood, C. S. Army, near Decatur, Ala., October 28.

No. 15.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 10, 186^.

.

Sir: I herewith enclose a copy of a communication dated 4th
instant from Lieutenant Moreau Forrest, commanding eleventh dis-
trict, reporting the repulse of the rebel general Hood near De-
catur, Ala., in which affair it appears that the gunboat General
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Thomas took a prominent part, receiving the acknowledgments of
General Thomas for her efficient services.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

.
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosure. 1

U. S. S. General Buenside,
Bridgeport, Ala., November If., 1861i..

Sir : I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order,
I have taken command of the Eleventh District Mississippi Squadron.
The vessels are in good condition, well manned and well supplied,
and have already had an opportunity of being tested. General Hood
attacked Decatur and erected two batteries, one of four and one of
six guns, in the night, to keep the gunboats from going to the rescue.
The General Thomas, being below the bar, was the only vessel I

could get there, and she arrived just in time. The army has ac-
knowledged her services very frankly, and General Thomas has com-
plimented her highly.

The vessels are very lightly built, and she was consequently con-
siderably cut up by the fire.

Hood has ,left this district and has gone below the shoals to cross.

Scouts mention his having already crossed.

I am sorry to mention that there is considerable sickness in this
district, there being now about 50 patients, some of them being past
recovery. Dr. [William C] Foster having deserted before I took
command, leaves me only two medical officers. If you can spare
them, I should like to have two more.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

MoKEAu Forrest.
Lieutenant, Oomdg. Eleventh District Mississippi Squadron.

Commander A. M. PENNOcit,
Cormnanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral lee, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Forrest, U. S. Navy,
expressing thanks for effective cooperation at Decatur, Ala., October 28.

Mound Citv, November 10, 1864.

Sir:. Yours of the 4th instant (addressed to Captain Pennock) is

received. My thanks are due to yourself and the officers and men
of the General Thomas for the efficient cooperation rendered by that

vessel at Decatur.
Be pleased to communicate further and full particulars of this

engagement, and of the proceedings of the army and of the enemy
at the time, accompanied, if convenient, by a diagram.
Keep me fully advised of the state of affairs in that quarter.

Respectfully, yours,
g p^ j^^^

Acting Rear-Admiral, Cormnanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant Moreau Forrest,
Comdg. TJ. S. S. General Burnsids

and 11th Dist. Miss. Squadron.
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[Telegram.]

Nashviuue, Tenn., October 30, 1864.

Please impress upon the minds of the officers commanding gun-

boats the great necessity of their patrolling the river at night, as

well as in the day. It is in the night small parties cross the river,

who sometimes give considerable trouble.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Commanding OrncER Gunboat Fleet,
Bridgeport, Ala.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, III., October 31, 186^—10 p. m.

Sir: I have just received the following telegram from General

Thomas, at Nashville

:

Have seen your telegram of 29th to General Webster. Enemy in strong

force before Decatur, and also threatening to cross about Florence. Am mov-
ing corps to oppose him, and will be much obliged to you if you will aid me
by sending as many gunboats up the Tennessee as you can spare, and as far

as Bastport, if water will admit. Forrest can not long remain at Jefferson
after I get a force on the Tennessee.

I have sent up all the boats that are available. Unfortunately the
river is too low for ironclads. The rest of the squadron are patrolling
the river from Columbus to Donaldsonville, to prevent reinforce-

ments crossing over to Hood's army. The two ironclads expected
from Farragut's squadron, in exchange for the two supplied him
from this squadron, are much needed.

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy.

Extracts from report of Brigadier-General Granger, V. S. Army.

Headquarters District or Northern Alabama,
Decatur, Ala., Novemier 6, 186^.

Major: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part taken by the forces under my command during the late opera-
tions of Hood's and other forces in northern Alabama, from the
12th to the 29th of October, 1864.*******
The gunboat General Thomm, Captain Morton, commanding, hav-

ing been assigned by Captain Forrest to that portion of the river
between T\^itesbura and Decatur, I requested Captain Morton, and
ordered Captain Naylor of my own gunboat, the Stone River, to
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thoroughly patrol the river to "Whitesburg and beyond, landing at
such points as they could approach with safety, to glean all the in-

formation possible. On the lith of October I received a dispatch
from Captain Morton, informing me that General Hood's army, to-

gether with Forrest, "V^Tieeler, and Roddey, were in Deer Head Cove,
Dug Gap, 15 miles from Caperton's Ferry, and were moving upon
the landing at that place for the purpose of effecting a crossing. I
immediately telegraphed this information to the general commanding
department and ordered the Eleventh and Thirteenth Indiana
Cavalry at Stevenson (en route for Nashville) to be stopped in

order to assist the forces at that point in obstructing the advance of

the enemy, should he make any serious demonstration on that place.

My scout in the meantime, however, had returned from Blountsville

and reported the enemy moving toward Chattanooga, and Captain
Morton repeated his telegram of the movements of the enemy upon
Caperton's Ferry with positive assurance that his information was
correct. I immediately directed the gunboats at Decatur to move up
the river with all possible dispatch to the threatened point, ordered

an additional scout across the river from Larkinsville in direction

of Lebanon and Rawlingsville, and also from Athens and Pulaski

in the direction of the river. * * * On the 23d I received a

telegram from the general commanding department that it was re-

ported that Forrest, Lee, and others were moving on Tuscumbia.
* * * I telegraphed to the general commanding that I did not

believe the 'forces of Forrest and Roddey had yet joined Hood, and
sent him the report of my scout, just in, who was captured by the

enemy and taken to Courtland, which placed Roddey about Moulton
and Somerville, Forrest near Florence, and the main portion of

the enemy near Tuscumbia.*******
Feeling the great importance of Decatur to the Confederates as

an objective point, and being satisfied that General Hood would
attack it in force, I telegraphed the general commanding, asking for

reinforcements of 2,000 infantry and, if possible, 1,000 cavalry.*******
I had prior to this time (by order of the general commanding)

established a strong picket post at Brown's Ferry, and was thor-

oughly patrolling the river from that point to Decatur, and above

this point it was being patrolled as thoroughly as possible by the

gunboats General Thomas and Storve River. * * *

During the 28th reinforcements arrived rapidly and were assigned

positions in the works. There was heavy firing all day along our

entire line, but no attempt on the part of the enemy to make an

assault. About 12 m. I ordered Captain Naylor, of the gunboat

Stone River, to run the enemy's battery, and, taking a position

above, to operate ujjon his rear with his long-range guns. This

was done without injury to the vessel. About 3 p. m. U. S. S. Gen-

ercH Thomas made its appearance and joined the Stone River. I

soon after sent orders to the boats to engage the enemy's river bat-

tery, assisted, as they would be, by Captain Beach, from the north

side of the river, and the section upon the left flank of our works.

On this occasion, as on the previous one, the fire of Beach's battery
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was very fine, throwing shells directly into the enemy's works, dis-

mantling two of his guns, killing or wounding many, and so dis-

tracting him that his shots at the gunboats were wild. Under cover
of this severe cross fire they dropped down the river until immedi-
ately opposite, and less than 500 yards from the enemy's works,
opened with their broadside guns. ' Their guns were most admirably
served, one shell from the Stone River exploding a caisson and killing

17 men. It was impossible for men to withstand this attack. ' They
deserted their guns, a portion of them retreating to their main line,

while many of them rushed down the bank and sought the protection
of the trees at the water's edge. The guns of the boats, double-
shotted with canister, were turned upon them at a distance of scarcely
300 yards, and poured in a terrible fire. * * * The enemy's loss
in this short engagement, lasting only about half an hour, was very
severe. The casualties upon the wooden gunboats, although they
were hit a number of times, were very slight, there being only 2
killed and 11 wounded. Captain Naylor, of the Stone River, and
Captain Morton, of the General Thomas, handled their vessels skill-
fully, maneuvering them with precision and delivering their fire
with great effect, continuing to shell the crowd of fugitives as they
fled back from the river. They, together with the men of their com-
mands, are entitled to honorable mention. * * *

Very respectfully,

Robert S. Granger,
Brigadier-General, CommandinQ.

Major B. H. Polk,
^

Assistant Adjutant-General., District of Tennessee.

Report of Acting Reai-Admiral Lee, TS. S. Navy, regarding the capture of IT. S S
Undine, October 30, 1864, during operations below Johnsonville, Tenn.

No. 6.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, Novemher J,., 1864.

Sir: I have to report to the Department the loss of the U S S
Undine (No. 55) on the 30th ultimo in Tennessee River, about 50
miles above Paducah, in an engagement with the enemy, who was in
considerable force, and used from five to seven pieces of field artillery
Iha Undine was a light-draft river boat, carrying four 24-pounder
howitzers on each side.

The action was animated. The affair is undergoing the investiga-
tion of a court of enquiry. The boat code signal book was probably
captured, of which commanding officers here will be informed and
the Bureau of Navigation notified by telegraph.
The water is too low for any but the light-draft above this There

are now nine light-drafts in the lower part of the Tennessee.
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. Lee
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.
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Report of Acting Assistant Paymaster Machette, V. S. Navy, regarding the capture
of the TJ. S. S. Undine. •

Mound City, III., November 4, 1864.
Sir: I regret to inform the Department that the U. S. S. Undine

having been destroyed and captured after a severe engagement with
the enemy, all the accounts and stores belonging to my department
were lost excepting the money ($2,200), which I succeeded in saving
when I made my escape.

I would respectfully request orders to proceed to Washington for
the purpose of settling up my accounts, and to make out transfer
accounts for the officers and men who escaped, from last quarter's
pay rolls.

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

Henry C. Machette,
Acting Assistant Paymaster, U. 8. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Telegram.]

MoTJND City, November 4, 1864—2 p. m.
Undins^s "signal book having been captured, make such private sig-

nals for vessels of your district as may be needed.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Adnmral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Shirk,
Commanding Ninth District, Paducah, Ky.

[Telegram.]

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 4, 1864-

Information received to-day that boat code signal book has prob-
ably fallen into enemy's hands at capture of Undine in Tennessee
River on October 30.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Bear-AdrrdraZ, Commanding Mississippi Squadron,.

Rear-Admiral C. H. Davis,
Bureau of Navigation, Washington, D. G.

General order of Acting Bear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, in view of the loss of the

signal book of the V. S. S. Undine.

General Order,! U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 3.

J
Flagship Black Hawk,

Mound City, III., November 4, 1864.

The following report is printed for the information of command-
ing officers, to warn them of the propriety of having the signal book
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properly fitted for sinking; of always taking it to quarters, and of

the necessity for destroying it when it can not be preserved without

undue risk of its falling into the hands of the enemy.
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commandi-ng Mississippi Squadron.

Office Mississippi Squadbon,
Mound City, III., November 4, 186i.

Admiral : I have to inform you that it appears by the evidence given on the

court of enquiry, this day convened by your order in the case of the loss of the

U. S. S. Undine, that there is good reason to believe that the signal book of

that vessel has been captured by the rebels. As the numerical value of the

flags was noted in it, I hasten to inform you, for your guidance.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
E. Y. McCattlet,

Lieutenant-Commander, U. 8. Navy, President of Court.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral lee, TJ. S. Navy, to lieutenant-Commander McCau-
ley, v. S. Navy, convening a court of enquiry on the capture of V. S. S. TJndine.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 3, 1864..

Sir: "A court of enquiry is herewith ordered to convene at the
naval station. Mound City, 111., on the 4th instant, at 11 o'clock a. m.,
to ascertain and report all the facts connected with the loss of the
U. S. S. Undine, in Tennessee River, on or about the 30th ultimo.
The court will report its opinion.

The court will be composed of yourself as senior member, and the
following-named officers: Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer,
Acting Master Henry Baker, Second Lieutenant Frank L. Church,
U. S. Marine Corps, who will act as judge-advocate.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y; McCauley,
Commanding U. S. S. Black Hawk.

Eeport of Acting Rear-Admiral lee, IT. S. Navy, transmitting the proceedings of
court of enquiry.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 7, 1864..

Sir: I transmit enclosed the proceedings of a court of enquiry
just held, and convened by me for the purpose of ascertaining the
facts and reporting upon the conduct of the officers and crew of the
Undiiie. when captured by the enemy on the Tennessee Elver on the
30th ultimo.
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It appears from the findings of the court that the officers and
men of the Vindine did their duty bravely.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully yours,

A . n S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosures. ]

Investigation by court of enquiry in the case of the capture of the V. 8. S. Undine.
Finding of the Court.

Office U. S. Naval Station,
Mound City, III., November 7, J864.

The court having maturely considered the evidence in the case
of the loss of the U. S. S. Undine, find that the said steam gunboat,
on the 30th ultimo, whilst in the performance of the duties assigned
her, in the police of the Tennessee River, was called upon by a trans-
port to convoy her below the railroad bridge. Having accompanied
her below Sandy Island, the Undine was returning to .her former
position, when reports of heavy firing from below caused her to
return as far as Paris Landing, where she was opened on by rebel
artillery and infantry fire. An engagemnt ensued, which was ended
by an injury received in the Undine^s escape pipe, causing her to
drop down out of range of the batteries to repair damages. She
then came to and the escape pipe was skillfully repaired by Acting
Third Assistant Engineer J. W. Morton. She was then again opened
on by a battery of four or five fieldpieces crossing their fire from
different points. The engagement was renewed, the Undine, appar-
ently, replying to the enemy's fire as well as her battery, reduced by
the jamming of a " blown charge " in one of the howitzers, allowed.

On the cutting of the main steam pipe by a shot under this fire, she
was disabled, and the contest ended on her part by her being run
aground on the opposite bank of the river, where she surrendered by-

hauling down her flag, which was not noticed by the enemy. The
crew and officers were then directed by the commanding officer to

save themselves by taking to the bush. In landing several of the

crew were shot from the opposite bank.
The court enquired particularly into the details of the disability

of the steam apparatus on board the Undirie at the time she was
grounded and deserted, and are satisfied that it was of a sufficiently

serious character and irreparable within a limited space of time to

avoid an attack in force by the enemy, who had the means to cross

over afforded by two transports captured by them during the action.

The order for her destruction by fire was given by the commanding
officer and obeyed, though apparently ineffectually, the vessel's posi-

tion and apprehension of capture preventing that attention being

given necessary to avoid its being extinguished by the enemy so near

at hand.
The capture of the signal book by the enemy must be attributed

to a want of a proper estimate of its value on the part of the com-
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manding officer; otherwise to his not having made such arrangements

beforehand customary to meet such emergencies.

Having maturely considered the evidence m the case, the court

respectfully submit their opinion to the rear-admiral commanding

that in the case of the loss of the U. S. S. Vndin£, Acting Master

J L. Bryant exhibited the bravery and judgment in battle character-

istic of a naval officer, as was also exemplified by his conduct in case

of the Vndine at Clifton on the 27th of July last; that his vessel was

well fought, and was surrendered under circumstances which did him

no discredit; that the officers and crew did their duty and maintained

a creditable discipline throughout; and that the loss of the U. S. S.

Undine was occasioned by the attack of a superior force of the enemy,

Tvherein she was disabled whilst bravely fighting her guns, then

justifiably abandoned to save the officers and crew from certain

captivity. ^ ,^ ,, ^^ ^ E. Y. McCatjlbt,

Lieutenant-Commander, V. S. Navy, President of the Court.

Jas. a. Greek,
Lieutenant-Commander, ZJ. S. Navy.

Hbnrt Baker,
Acting Master, U. S. Na/vy.

F. L. Church,
Lieutenant, V. S. Marine Corps,

and Judge-Advocate of Court.

Evidence of Acting Master J. L. Bryant, V. S. Navy, late commanding U. 8. 8.

Undine.

On the morning of the 30th of October I weighed anchor at the

request of the captain of the transport Anna to convoy her below the

railroad bridge on the Tennessee River, which I did. I proceeded

then down below Sandy Island. I saw her safely below Sandy
Island. No firing was heard at that time, when I gave orders to head
the ship upstream and proceed back toward Johnsonville. When I
arrived at the foot of Sandy Island heard the reports of artillery

down the river. I immediately cleared the ship for action and gave
orders to turn her down the stream to ascertain where the rebel bat-

teries were and to give battle to the enemy when I found them.
When abreast of Paris Landing I was hailed by a man on the bank,

" Halloo, there, gimboat," or some such words. I immediately
stopped my engines. At that instant was opened on from the west
bank by a heavy artillery and infantry fire about 50 yards from shore.

I returned their fire immediately and headed the ship for the bat-

teries and fought them for 55 minutes up to 700 yards distance, where
I had my escape pipe shot off. A shot passed in through my furnaces
and knocked the fire out. Four shots through my casemates (for-
ward), killing Acting Ensign Neave and Johnson (landsman),
wounding Henry Deshon and Sherwin—both since dead. I then got
out of range of the upper battery, under the west point of the river.
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in order to repair my damages and to warn the transports that might
come down from Johnsonville. I had not been anchored over 10
minutes when I was again opened upon by a heavy fire of musketry
from the west bank, which was immediately returned from our broad-
side guns with shrapnel, cut to the left of the figure 2, to less than
the distance of 2 seconds. At the same moment, while I was en-

gaged with the enemy, the transport Venus came down the river. I
warned her by signals to keep out of danger, which was not heeded
by her, when the enemy opened fire upon her with artillery and mus-
ketry. She passed the upper battery without much damage (except-

ing the captain killed) and came to anchor under the cover of my
guns, when she requested me to send a boat on board with my sur-

geon's steward in charge, which I could not do at that time; the

enemy at the same time keeping up an incessant fire with musketry.

At 2 p. m. a lieutenant, commanding a squad on board the transport

Venus, requested me to send a boat for him, which I did. He came
on board and requested me to give him some ammunition, but having
none of the same caliber I gave him 18 of my nmskets, with a box of

ammunition, which I was unable to use myself, being short-handed.

I had at that time 4 killed and 3 wounded. All my men were re-

quired at the broadside guns.

About twenty minutes after the Venus came down, another trans-

port came down the river with a barge, and, like the Venus, heeded

not my signals, and ran under the batteries, where she had her steam

pipe shot off. She then headed for the west bank and surrendered

to the enemy. That steamer I afterwards learned was the Cheese-

man. At 3:10 the enemy opened with a cross fire of artillery and
musketry. I opened upon them with my broadside guns and re-

turned the fire with rapidity. I used at that time canister, the range

not being over 100 yards, which apparently had good effect among
the enemy concealed in the bushes on the banks. At 3 : 45 the main

steam pipe in the doctor room was cracked, and filled the place with

steam, and drove the engineer froni his station. The vessel became

entirely unmanageable. I headed her for the east bank, in order to

save as many of the crew as possible. At 4 o'clock, knowing that I

could not get off from the enemy, I struck my flag, which the enemy

did not respect, but kept up an incessant fire upon me. I fired my
broadside guns, ordered all the guns spiked and the ship fired, know-

ing I had fought as long as I could. I ordered the men to save them-

selves. At this moment I was knocked senseless and when I came

to I got on shore and followed after the crew.

That afternoon we hid in the woods and at night made the best

of our way for Pine Bluff, which we reached at 4 : 30 in the morning

of the 31st. That same morning the place was evacuated by our

troops, and we went with them to Fort Donelson, on the Cumberland

Eiver, which we reached that same night at 7 o'clock. Next morning

we left Fort Donelson on the steamer Ouba for Smithland, arriving

there at 8 p. m. On November 1, left Smithland on the U. S. S.

Bfoose for Paducah, arrived at Paducah on the morning of the 2d

at 8 a. m. and reported to Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk,

commanding Ninth District Mississippi Squadron, when I received

orders to report at Mound City, 111., to Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee.
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[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Cumberiand,
Nashville, Tenn., November 1, 186^—2 p. m.

General Donaldson has just reported to me the capture of gunboat

65 [ZlTidine] and transports Venus and Gheeseman, near Pans Land-

ing, 40 miles below Johnsonville and about 4 miles above Fort

Heiman. The force was Forrest's, and Colonel (General) Donaldson

reports two other transports captured and burned about 40 miles

above Paducah.
George H. Thomas,

Major-General, V. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
IVashington.

[Same to General Sherman.]

Extracts from report of Brevet Brigadier-General Donaldson, U. S. Army, Depart-
ment of the Cumberland.

Nashviixe, Tenn., November 1, 1864.

General : The following copies of telegrams just received are fur-

nished for the information of the major-general commanding:

Johnsonville, Octoher 31, ISCj^.

The new boat Mazeppa, with 700 tons of freight from Cincinnati, was cap-
tured and burned at Fort Heiman, 2 miles this way from Fort Henry, on
opposite side of the rivei-. on Friday. Tho Naiigatticlc and Alice were captured
at Widow Reynolds' Bar, 40 miles this way from Paducah, on Saturday. Gun-
boat 05 \VtKUne], with transports Venus and Cheeseman, were captured yester-
day without being disabled near Paris Landing, 40 miles below here and 4
miles this way from Fort Heiman. Our information Is reliable that Forrest
intends to attack this place with from S,000 to 10,000 men within the next
three or four days. Our employes will be ready and do good service.

Henry Howland,
Captain and A-isistant Quartermaster.

Brigadier-General J. L. Donaldson,
Chief Quartermaster.

Johnsonville, Octoier 31, 186^.

Gunboat 55 [Undine'\, and two transports, were captured without being dis-
abled, and are now in the hands of the rebels in the river. Colonel Brott, at
Port Donelson, telegraphs that Lieutenant-Colonel Weaver, commanding at
Pine Bluff, has abandoned the post. The pilot of the 55 has just reached here
by land.

Henrt Howland,
Captain arid Assistant QiMrtermaster.

Clarksville, November 1, 186^.

Steamer Dave Hughes, with barge loaded with Government stores, was
burned yesterday afternoon 15 miles above this post by guerrillas.

I. P. Williams,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

Lieutenant S. H. Stevens,
Acting Assistant Quartermaster, Nashville, Tenn.
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[Endorsement.]

The Dave Hughes was a light-draft boat, valued at $5,000 to $7,000, and was
chartered by me some time since.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. H. Stevens,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Quartermaster.

Very respectfully,

J. L. Donaldson,
Brevet Brig. Gen., Chief Q. M., Department of the Cumberland.

Brigadier-General Whipple,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff.

Report of Brigadier-General Meredith, U. S. Army, regarding the loss of the
r. S. S. Undine and attack upon transport Venus.

Paducah, Ky., November 1, 186Ji..

Captain: I have just received the following telegraphic dispatch
from the officer commanding at Smithland, Ky. :.

Gunboat Undine, No. 55, engaged the batteries at Paris Landing Sunday at
10 o'clock; captured at 4 p. m. and reported sunk. Lyon in command of the
enemy's forces—4,000 men and seven pieces of artillery, 6 and 12 pounder rifled

guns; Forrest at Heiman, with 8,000 men, five 12-pounders. and eighteen siege

guns. The transport Venus, Lieutenant Gibson and party of recruits belonging
to the Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers, on board, were fired into by mus-
ketry above Paris Lnnding. Lieutenant Gibson returned tlie fire, and had a
running fight until opposite the liinding, when they were fired into by batteries.

The captain of the Venus and 2 men of the Thli'ty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers
were killed. The boat was captured and I have reason to believe the officer and
balance of the men also.

S. Mekedith,
Brigadier-General.

Captain J. Bates Dickson,
'

Assistant Adjutant-General.

rTplecram.'l

Cipher.] Kingston, Ga., Nov&mber 3, 1864-—9 p. m.

I do not know what boats you have up the Tennessee now, but

hear that No. 55 [Undine] has been captured by Forrest. I trust

you will keep that river well patrolled, increasing the capacity of

the boats according to the draft of water. If the present rains con-

tinue, one or two ironclads Avould do most important service. In a

few days I will be off for salt water, and hope to nieet my old friend

D. D. Porter again. Will you be kind enough to write Hill and tell

him to look out for me about Christmas from Hilton Head to Sa-

vannah.
During my absence please confer freely with Major-General

Thomas, who commands in my stead.

Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Mound City.

W. T. Sherman,
Major-General.
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[Telegram.]

MotTND CiTT, III., November 1, 186^.-6 p. m.

Your telegram received. Will send all the gunboats up the Tennes-

see Eiver that can possibly be spared.
A. M. Pennock,

Captain, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III, November 1, [186Ji.~\—8 p. m.

Your telegram of this date to Captain Pennock is received, an-

nouncing your prompt action in sending up three gunboats and call-

ing on Lieutenant-Commander Fitch for other gunboats, with which

you wiU go up and operate against the blockade of the'Tennessee.

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Shirk,

Commanding Ninth District, Paducah, Ky.

, [Telegram.]

Paducah, Ky., November 1, 1864.

Three gimboats have gone up the Tennessee to-day, and if Captain

Fitch sends me more gunboats I will send them up also.

James W. Shirk,
Commanding.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Smithland, Kt., November 2, 1864.

Your dispatch just received. I will reinforce Captain Shirk at

once with four boats, all I have just now. I think there is no doubt
but that we can reopen the Tennessee.

Le Eoy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 2, I864.—H a. m.

Your communication of yesterday and dispatch of to-day just re-

ceived. Do what is practicable in the premises.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Shirk,
Convmanding Ninth District, Paducah, Ky.
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[Telegram.]

JoHNSONviLLE, Tenn., November 2, 186^.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. M. King, with gunboats 29
[Tawah'\ and 32 [Key Wesf]^ proceeded down the river this p. m.,
and 6 miles below met the 55 {pTidine'] and transport Venus coming
for this place, and after thirty minutes' fight the Venus was disabled
and fell into our hands. She is now at our levee. We captured on
her two 20-pounder Parrotts, with over 200 rounds of ammunition
for them.

H. Rowland,
Captain and Assistant Quarternvaster.

General J. L. Donaldson,
Chief Quartermaster.

Report of Acting Master Korton, V. S. Navy, transmitting complaint of Colonel
lowe, C. S. Army, of violation of flag of truce, November 5, 1864.

U. S. S. General Thomas,
Bridgeport, Ala., February 9, 1865.

Sir : Enclosed letter from Colonel Lowe, C. S. Army, just reached
me. The facts in the case are as follows: I was not at anchor, but
on my way "up river to look after a rebel force, said to have been
attempting to cross the river. As I came in sight opposite Whites-
burg Landing, we saw a cavalry column in a corn field in rear of

landing. I trained guns on them. At this time saw the flag of truce

;

sent a boat with an officer to ascertain what was wanted. He found
six or seven men on the bank, armed (or some of them were), who
answered they wanted nothing of the gunboats. He then asked what
cavalry those were in the rear, which they denied having seen. I fired

three shots at the cavalrj, not at the flag, nor have I ever fired on
houses or citizens' dwellings, but ever endeavored to treat all with
kindness when not in arms against us. I respect a flag of truce,

and ever shall conduct my vessel in such humane manner as to defy

the accusations of our enemies that we are dishonorable. I regret

what has occurred and hope above explanation will be satisfactory.

Respectfully, your most obedient servant,

G. Morton.
Lieutenant M. Forrest,

CommMnding Eleventh District Mississippi Squadron.

[Endorsement.]

This will certify I was sent on shore November 5, 1864, to ascer-

tain the purpose of a flag of truce at Whitesburg Landing, and the

above statement of Captain Morton is correct. I saw the cavalry

before I went in the boat; was officer of the deck. Orders from
Captain Morton were to fire on the cavalry.

EespectfuUy,
A. C Orcutt,

Acting Master''s Mate.
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[Enclosure.]

Headquakters,

South Bank of Tennessee River, Noveniber 18, 186Jf.

General: Your attention is respectfully called to the facts and

circumstances of the late violation of a flag of truce by the U. S. fe.

Thomas, on the Tennessee River. On the 5th instant I ordered Cap-

tain Hale, of my command, with 2 soldiers, and in company with 2

citizens, to repair to the south bank of the river to hold communica-

tion by flag of truce with the Federal officer at Whitesburg. My
flag was at once answered by that officer. A preliminary .conference

was being held across the river, a white flag on either bank when
the steamer Tlwmas, lying out in the river, sent a boat to this side,

with a flag of truce in her bow, to know " what was wanted." Cap-

tain Hale replied that he was holding a truce with the land forces

on the other side of the river, in accordance with a previous agree-

ment to that effect. After a moment of idle conversation the naval

officer, whose name and rank are unknown to me, turned his boat

from the bank, saying to Captain Hale, " I advise you to leave here

at once." To which reply was given, " I am under flag of truce and
requested by the other side to remain here until my mission is ac-

complished." The boat pulled away from the bank, making signal

to the steamer Thomas, which opened fire with artillery at short

range upon my flag of truce, ending the truce—^begun in good
faith—^ith violence and treachery. This outrage upon an unpro-
tected flag, though in character with the previous conduct of the

U. S. gunboats on the upper Tennessee in shelling the private resi-

dences and negro quarters of citizens occupied by women and
children without provocation or warning, is in this instance of a
peculiar nature, insulting to both Governments ; for, while the officer

commanding the steamer Thomas was insulting my flag of truce, he
had himself claimed the protection of a similar flag over his boat,
which floated during the firing. Had I anticipated bad faith and
allowed my men to wear arms, this boat would have been in easy
range of my guns; but I had trusted to the sanctity of the white
flag, under the laws and usages of civilized warfare. Had that flag

been protected by aught save the supposititious honor of the public
foe, the quick retaliation of the moment would have left me nothing
to regret; but, as it was, I am compelled for the present to demand
simply the name and rank of the officer perpetrating this outrage,
with such apology or explanation as you may be able to offer.

I am, general, respectfully,

Wm. M. Lowe,
Colonel, etc., G. S. Army,

Brigadier-General E. S. Granger.

[First endorsement.]

Ofeice of the Provost-Marshal General,
District or Northern Alabama,

Huntsville, November 19, 186If.

Respectfully referred to Captain M. Forrest, commanding
Eleventh District Mississippi Squadron, with request that the al-
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leged facts be investigated, and, if true, that a suitable explanation
or apology be made to Colonel Lowe.
By conunand of Brigadier-General E. S. Granger:

John W. Hokner,
Lieutenant-Colonel 18th Mich. Vols., Provost-Marshal,

Dist. of Northern Alabama.

[Second endorsement.]

Eeferred to Captain G. Morton, commanding U. S. S. General
Thomas, to be returned with a written statement in reply.

MoEEATj Forrest,
Commanding Eleventh District Mississippi Squadron.

[Third endorsement.]

Flagship Btjrnside, February 10, 1865.

Respectfully returned to General Granger.
As Colonel Lowe, C. S. Army, has made one false statement in

regard to the gunboats firing on houses occupied by females, it is

to be presumed that the whole letter is in consonance with that state-

ment, and therefore false.

Moeeati Forrest,
Com/manding Eleventh District Mississippi Squadron.

Extract from log of IT. S. S. Creneral Thomas, Acting Uaster Gilbert Uorton, IT. S.

Navy, commanding.

Saturday, November 5, 1864..—A-t 2 p. m. came to anchor off

Whitesburg. Flag of trjuce on the south side of the river communi-
cating with our forces. 3 p. m., fired four shots at some rebel cav-

alry passing through the woods during the communication of the

flag of truce.

A. C. Oecutt.

Report of Acting Eear-Admiral lee, TJ. S. Navy, regarding the loss of V. S.

steamers Key West, Tawah, and Elfin, November 4, 1864, during operations

near Johnsonville, Tenn.

No. 8.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, 'November 6, 1864.

Sir: The light-draft (tinclads) gunboats Tawah (Noi 29), Key
West (No. 32), and Elfin (No. 52) were burned on the 4th instant

in the Tennessee River near Johnsonville. After a severe engage-

ment of several hours' duration. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. M.
King, commanding Key West, considering it impossible to save the

vessels, ordered them to be fired.

Previous to their destruction these gunboats had burned the Un-
dine (captured by the enemy on the 30th ultimo) and recaptured the

transport Venus. It was found necessary, however, to burn the

102008°—N w E—VOL 26—13 39
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Venus and seven other transports at the same time that the gun-

boats were destroyed.

The enclosed copies of telegrams from Lieutenant-Comniander

Shirk and Acting Volunteer Lieutenant King give all the particulars

thus far received.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures—Telegram.]

Paducah, November 5, 1861^.

Just received dispatches from Johnsonville. On the 2d instant

the Key West and Tawah disabled the Undine, with rebels on board,
and captured the Yenus with 20-pounder Parrott and 200 rounds
of ammunition. Yesterday at 8 o'clock the UndiniC was fired. The
Elfin, and Tawah went down and engaged battery of Parrotts above
Reynoldsburg Island and found it too heavy for them. They re-

turned to Johnsonville with guns of Elfin and Key West disabled.

At 2 p. m. batteries above and below Johnsonville opened upon the
gunboats. They went up opposite the upper battery, and after fight-

ing until most of their ammunition was gone and the TawaKs Par-
rotts dieabled, and finding that it was impossible to hold out any
longer, the gunboats Tawah, Elfin, and Key West were burned. Seven
transports and the prize Venus were also burned. Captain King re-
ports that the other gunboats are below the batteries, and says that
Johnsonville can only be saved by a large force of ironclads.

I respectfully ask that arrangements oe made, so that by the time
the river rises one or more ironclads may be ready to clear it out.

"James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Seventh District.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City.

Johnsonville, November 1^, 186J^—^ p. m.
At daylight this morning the Undine came up through the chute

at Reynoldsburg Island, loaded [with] rebels, who fired her. At 8
a. m. the Paw Paw and three other gunboats came in sight. I went
down with Elfin [and] Taxoah and engaged a battery of 20-pounder
Parrotts above Reynoldsburg Island, west side. It was too much
for us. The Key West received 10 [shells] through upper works, 7
through the deck, and 2 through hull. Guns disabled on my boat
and Elfin. Shell of Tawah, received from Nashville, mostly too
large. At 10 a. m. we returned here. At 2 p. m. batteries opened on
us opposite this place, above and below. The three boats and forts
engaged. In shipping our cable it got foul of stern wheel and anchor
was weighed. The Tawah took us in tow and we moved to bend
opposite upper battery. Both batteries now opened on us. After
firing away most all our amraunition, I gave orders to get ready to
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fire the boats. TawaKs starboard bow Parrotts disabled and cases
bent. Seeing it was impossible to hold out longer, we burned the
boats reluctantly. Paxo Paw and other boats are below, with bat-
teries above and, I think, below them. My officers and crew I have
ordered to the fort.

Johnsonville can only be saved by a large force and ironclads.
Seven transports and our prize, Venus, are set on fire.

We have done the best we could. With a heavy heart I close this
dispatch.

Edward M. King,
Acting Lietitenant, Commanding Key West.

Commander J. W. Shirk.

[Endorsement.]

This cipher was badly " bulled " in transmission. The above is

correct, except some slight verbal changes, perhaps. I send copy by
telegraph to Commander Shirk, Paducah.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. Mason,
Manager, Cairo.

BepoTt of Acting Bear-Admiral Xee, V. S. Navy, transmitting additional reports
regarding the loss of V. S. steamers Key West, Tawah, and Elfin.

No. 9.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 7, 1861^.

Sir: Referring to my No. 8 of the 5th instant, I enclose (1) copy
of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch's report, dated 5th instant, giving

the details of the loss of the Tawah, Elfin, and Key West. Also (2)

copy of letter from Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, dated 5th instant,

enclosing two telegrams of 2d and 3d instant from Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant King. The third telegram therein referred to, also from
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant King, was forwarded to the Depart-

ment in my No. 8.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.]

TT. S. S. Moose,
Tennessee River, November 5, 1864-

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 1st in-

stant, about 10 p. m., 1 received a telegram from Lieutenant-Com-
mander J. W. Shirk, requesting me to render him such assistance as

lay in my power.
It was too dark to get over the bars that night, so I was obliged to

remain until daylight, when I got underway with three boats, the

Moose, Brilliant, and Victory, and proceeded to Paducah.
After communicating with Lieutenant-Commander Shirk and un-

derstanding the nature of affairs, we thought in all probability that
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Forrest's move above was for the purpose of cutting off the gun-

boats, and that in all probability an attack on Padueah was medi-

tated. Lieutenant-Commander Shirk therefore thought it best that

he should remain with the Peosta at Padueah, in case of an attack

there, and that I should move on up the river with my three boats

and overtake the three vessels, Paw Paw, Fairy, and Curlew, under

charge of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jason Goudy, who had been

sent up by Lieutenant-Commander Shirk in advance.

On the morning of the 3d instant I came up with Acting Voltinteer

Lieutenant Goudy just below Fort Hindman [Heiman] ; he was at

that time throwing a few shells on the hills to ascertain if possible the
locality of the enemy. I directed the boats to be dropped back and
formed them to move up the river in regular order, reserving their fire

for the batteries should they open upon us. The river here was deep
and wide enough to engage batteries should any open without the risk

of grounding. Seeing nothing of the enemy, I moved on up the river
to Paris Landing, [Tenn.], some 3 or 4 miles above, where I learned
that Forrest had moved up toward Johnsonville with his entire com-
mand, and had some eighteen or twenty pieces of artillery. He also

had with him the steamer Venus (on which he had mounted two rifle

20-pounder Parrotts) and the gunboat Undine, which was said to be
in good running order. I found some of our wounded at Paris
Landing, suffering for want of medicines, etc. One of them I
brought on board this vessel ; the others were not able to be moved.
I therefore left with the surgeon attending them some medicines and
moved on up the river.

At the crossing of the Memphis and Clarksville Eailroad we came
up with a force of cavalry, some 40 or 50, foraging. They were
shelled and soon disappeared.
Above Turkey Island, or rather just below Green Bottom Bar,

about 30 miles above Fort Hindman [Heiman], I came up to a large
encampment about 9:30 p. m. We at once opened fire and drove
them back, but I suppose not entirely away, as they could be heard
during the night.

After shelling the encampment for a time, causing the rebels
to extinguish their fires, I dropped down a little below the camp,
and to where there was no road, by which they could bring artillery
on the bank abreast of me, and anchored for the night. I was then
about 6 miles below Johnsonville. I did not advance farther, as
there were some narrow places to run and bad bars to cross, and I
knew not at what point I might come in contact with their artillery.
Early next morning, the 4th instant, I got underway and pro-

ceeded up the river to the foot of Reynoldsburg Island, where I
could see the three gunboats above, the Tawah, Key West, and Eliin
under command of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. M. King. I
moved up to the foot of the chute with three of my boats, the Paw
Paw, Fairy, and this vessel (they having the longest ranged o-uns).
and opened fire on a battery at the head of the chute in hopes of'
drawing their fire to ascertain the caliber of the enemy's guns but
they would not respond, and only moved their guns around in a
small ravine or behind an embankment to protect them from our fire.
When we opened fire on this battery the Key West, Acting Vol-

unteer Lieutenant King, moved down toward us, made his number
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and, I suppose, intended to come down to communicate, but if it

was his intention to do so I presume he was prevented by a heavy
battery placed in the false bend just above the point. This battery
commanded the upper end of the chute, and was protected from my
fire by a skirt of heavy timber on the point below. When the Key
West approached this battery a heavy fire was opened on her (some
thirty-odd shots .were fired at her in twenty minutes), with what
effect I am not able to say, but she backed up and again went above.
I then opened on this battery, firing deliberately, so as not to waste
any ammunition, but I did not think I could do much execution,
owing to the heavy timber intervening.
When I started up the chute and the Key West started down, the

enemy set fire to the Umdine and abandoned her. I do not think the
enemy got her guns, as it was reported that her guns were on her
just before we opened fire on them. If this was the case, he had not
time to remove any of them. Soon after she burned down her
magazine exploded, and she lodged in the false bend above the

'

island.

The Tawah captured the Vervus, with two 20-pounder rifles and
some 300 rounds of ammunition.

It was my intention at first to try to run the batteries and get
above, but after considering everything, and seeing what little

chance there was for any of my boats getting through, I thought it

mere folly to attempt such a hazardous move, as I am almost con-
fident that*not over two boats out of six would have got through,
and they could never have got back again.

I send you a rough sketch* of the river at this point, and also

the position of the batteries.

You will see that in passing up to the right of the bar the chan-
nel is very narrow, and, to pass through, the boats would have to

go within 50 yards of two rifle batteries, and the channel was so

very narrow that but one boat could pass through at a time, and,
if disabled, she would lodge on the head of the bar directly imder
the batteries and not over 100 yards distant. With one boat dis-

abled and on the bar none of the others could assist her, as there was
not room for another boat to pass up alongside to go above.

The current is very swift and the water shoal, so that, in going
through, the vessels would have to go very slowly and one after the

other, so that but one boat could engage the two batteries at a

time, and in passing out she could not have used any of her guns, as

she would have been stern-on.

Had there been a chance of my getting through with the loss of

only one or two boats and then dislodging the enemy, I should have
attempted it, but having no force on shore to cooperate with me or

to take advantage of what I might gain, I did not see what I could

accomplish; for, even had I got through, I could not drive them
Mway permanently, and when I would attempt to come below again

batteries would have been planted to fire into the stern of my boats.

In fact, I firmly believe, had I made the effort, not a single boat

would have got out of the river.

* See p. 630.
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During the afternoon other batteries were nioved to the river

above, and commenced shelling the transports, which were fared, i

do not know whether the shell fired them or they were set on fare

bv our forces in Johnsonville. The three gunboats above went up

and engaged these batteries, but I think were all destroyed, as the

firing was very rapid and heavy till nearly dark, and I think the

gunboats were among the number we saw on fire.
i. x ^.i.- i

When the firing opened above I again moved up the chute, think-

ing that the batteries there might have been removed, but after en-

gaging them for some time I found that they occupied a position

from which I could not dislodge them, and that they were to all

appearances as strong as ever.

After dark firing ceased, and I found the enemy closing in abreast

of me. doubtless with a view of planting batteries. I directed some

of the boats to use canister on them, which drove them back from

the bank.
Some time after dark I received information that Forrest was

moving some of his heavy guns to get beloM^ me and prevent us get-

ting out. As it had every appearance of fogging, which would pre-

vent our running, I determined to drop below at once to where he

could not cut us off. I therefore moved down to Paris Landing and
anchored for the night, as I did not see that I could do any good
above, and was confident that he would, owing to the low stage of

water, get a battery into a position that would destroy some of the

boats if I remained above them.

The Key West, Tawah, and Elfn fought desperately and were
handled in magnificent style, but it is impossible for boats of this

class, with their batteries, to contend successfully against heavy rifled

field batteries in a narrow river full of bars and shoals, no matter
with what skill and desperation they may be fought.

I will move up the river continuously, and if I can get Forrest's

batteries in a position where I can bring our boats in action to-

gether, I think I can do him considerable damage, if not disable

some of his guns.

During the afternoon a messenger from the fort came down to

me and I sent up word to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant King to get

the transports and the gunboats together, and as a last resort to

run the batteries and get below to me, but above all not to let any
of the transports fall into the enemy's hands. I am afraid he never
received the dispatch, as Johnsonville was in all probability sur-

rounded by the enemy.
I do not think Forrest can take the fort, but his shell or our forces

have undoubtedly destroyed everything.

It is reported that Hood's entire army is coming in this direction.

If this be true, there will be required a heavy boat with heavy metal
in the Cumberland, as well as in this river, to keep communication
open.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Rear Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.
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[Endorsement.]

In forwarding this report I take pleasure in saying to the com-
mander in chief that, from my knowledge of the Tennessee River,
and of the class of vessels in the Ninth and Tenth Districts of this
squadron, usually denominated tinclads, Lieutenant-Commander
Le Roy Fitch and Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. M. King (who
commanded the boats at Johnsonville) have done all that men could
do to defeat the plans of the enemy, and to uphold the honor of the
flag.

If they were not successful it was not because they were not brave,
prudent, and faithful officers, but because they were met by an over-
whelming force of the enemy.

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 9th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

U. S. S. Peosta,
Paducah, Ky., November 6, 186^.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose for your information copies of
three telegrams received this day by me from Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant E. M. King, U. S. Navy, lately in command of the U. S. S.
Key West.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,

Movmd City, III.

[ Subenclosures—Telegrams. ]

No. 1.] Johnsonville, November 2, 1864—6: SO p. m.

At 3:30 to-day we fell in with Undine and the transport Yenus
near Green Bottom Bar, on their way to this place with rebel troops.

Both boats had 20-pounder Parrotts. We disabled the Yenus and
captured her, with her Parrott guns intact, and 200 rounds of am-
munition. Undine got away with shot through her. Weather so

misty and dark, did not follow her. There are batteries probably
near Green Bottom. All anxious about this place. Please send up
more gunboats at once. Venus is now here; good prize. We feel

sore about escape of Undine, but did not like to leave this place

uncovered. She went down river faster than ever before. We won't

allow this place to fall into enemy's hands, if our force can prevent,

but please send up more gunboats. We were fired upon by volleys on
our return at head of Reynoldsburg Island. The enemy have a

large force about here. Rebels on board Yenus escaped.

E. M. King,
Acting Yolimteer Lieutenant, GomMiandvng.

Lieutenant J. W. Shirk.
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No. 2.] JoHNSONViLLE, November Sd, 186^.

Yours of to-day received. Battery of lO-pounders reported below

Keynoldsburg Island, west side. Undine in sight below the island.

Have been down to her twice. She endeavors to decoy us below.

Sharpshooters fired at us by volleys at head of island, west side.

Undine full of troops ; will try to board us to-night, I think. Tawah
is moved head downstream, so as to command channel with her 30-

pounders. Commanding officer sends his respects. We will do all

in our power. Send large fleet of gunboats at once, if possible.

Rebels are concentrating about here in force.

E. M. King,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Shirk.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, Tekn.,
November 6, 1864—^ P- ^•

Your dispatch [of 5th] of 10 a. m. [from Cairo] to-day just re-

ceived. Please accept my thanks for your promised cooperation. I

have sent a small force to Johnsonville, whidi, having fortified itself,

now feels confident of its ability to hold that place. I have not yet

learned the result of Commander Shirk's expedition up the Tennessee
to reopen its navigation. The garrison at Johnsonville reported that

they could see his steamers, but were unable to communicate with him.
I shall be very happy if you can aid me with some ironclads when
the river gets high enough. I think we shall then be able to clear

the enemy entirely out of west Tennessee.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-GeneraZ, Commanding U. S. Volunteers.

Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, November 7, 186^—8 p. m,.

Push up the Tennessee with the Peosta to the relief of Johnsonville

the moment the river, now rising, will allow, and send down a gun-
boat for Paducah, unless you have positive information which would
make your leaving Paducah very improper.

Newspaper to-night contains telegram from Nashville, November 5,

reporting 5 feet water on the shoals and river rising. Telegraph
Captain Pennock for necessary ammunition. I will come up in the

Cincinnati as soon as possible.

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Shirk,

Commanding Ninth Distnct, Paducah, Ky.
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"'i^c''^^^''**''/
Rear-Admiral lee, IT. S. Navy, to lieutenant-Commander Shirk

U. S. Navy, to forward lists of arms, etc., saved from XT. S. steamers Kev WestTawah, and Elfin. ' ""'>

Mound City, Novemier 8, 1864..
Sir : You will cause to be forwarded as early as practicable lists

of the arms and other public property saved from the Undirie, Tawah,
Key West, and Elfin, as directed in the enclosed general order at
this date.

Eespectfully, yours,

. _
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Sqiuidron.

Lieutenant-Commanding J. W. Shirk,
Cormrhanding Ninth District, Paducah, Ky.

[Enclosure.]

General Order, 1 U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 8.

J Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 8, 1864.

'When a public vessel is lost, her commanding officer will have
triplicate lists made of the arms saved, and send one to the ordnance
officer at the naval station. Mound City, one to me, and one to the
Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance, Washington.
Observe the same course as to all other articles of public property

saved, except that one of the lists should be sent to the commandant
of the naval station at Mound City, and one to the chief of the
proper bureau at Washington.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Eeport of Acting Assistant Paymaster Hale, V. S. Navy, late of the TT. S. S.

Tawah, regarding the loss of that vessel.

National Hotel,
Louisville, Ky., Noverriber 8, 1864.

Sir : Being compelled by lameness and extreme prostration, caused
by recent fatigue and 30 miles walking, to remain here for rest

and recuperation a few days, I would very respectfully refer to the
annexed copy of a telegram to you of this date.

After figliting the enemy's three batteries (of 20-pounder Par-
rott's) for thirty minutes our ammunition gave out and the vessel

was ordered to be burned immediately, at which moment she was
rapidly settling in the water, having received three shots in her
hull and the siphon pump would not keep her free ; these shots were
in her bows and near the magazines. There was neither time nor
opportunity to save anything in my department. The ward room
and cabin were being torn to pieces by the direct and enfilading fire

from the enemy.
Having at the East duplicates of my transactions since the com-

mencement of this quarter they will be available to me in settling my
accounts, and I would verj' respectfully renew my application in the
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telegram to be ordered to Washington to settle my accounts. I lost

all my private property.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. W. Hale,
Acting Assistant Paymaster, V. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosure—Telegram. ]

Louisville, Kt., November 8, 186^..

Sir: The Tawah, Government property, and accounts burned
November 4. Having important facts to communicate personally
relative to ironclads, I respectfully ask for orders to Washington to
settle accounts. Narrowly escaped capture. Reached here, after
much suffering, nearly out of money.

D. W. Hale,
Acting Assistant Paymaster, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Endorsements.]

L

Without regard to ironclads, I recommend that Mr. Hale be
ordered to Washington to settle his accounts.

H. B.

II.

Is it usual to order or to permit an officer to come on to settle
accounts ?

III.

The pay officers of lost vessels have latterly been ordered to Wash-
ington to settle accounts.

E. M.,
For Chief.

Oeneral order of Acting Rear-Admiral lee, IT. S. Navy, regarding the transfer of
the accounts of vessels lost October 30 and November 4, 1864.

General Order,! U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 18. /

.
Flagship Black Hawk,

Mound City, III., Noveniber 21, 186It.

1. The accounts of the officers and crews of the U. S. S. Undine
captured October 30, 1864, and of the U. S. steamers Key West
Tawah, and Elfin, destroyed November 4, 1864, will be taken up by
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the paymaster of the receiving ship Great Western from the day
subsequent to the loss of the vessels to which they belonged.

2. The paymasters of these vessels will make up and transfer the
accounts of these officers and men to the paymaster of the Qfeat
'Western.

3. The fleet paymaster will see that this order is observed in these
and in similar future cases, and that the necessary returns are made
of all missing persons.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Corrwaanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, Tenn.,
November 4, 186^—10:30 p. m.

(Received 9 a. m., 5th.)

Colonel C. R. Thompson, commanding at Johnsonville, telegraphs
this p. m. that three gunboats were disabled at Johnsonville to-day
and abandoned and destroyed by fire by rebel batteries on the western
bank of the Tennessee River, and that rebel batteries opposite the
town on the other side of the river were engaging the batteries at
that place. He also reports that the gunboats and transports cap-
tured by the enemy a few days since were all destroyed. In addition
to the above, I have just received the following dispatch * from Licru-

tenant-Commander E. M. King to Commander Shirk, Paducah:

After reading this dispatch I have determined to send the Twenty-
third Corps to Johnsonville. It is now on the way here for Pulaski.
The first trains will reach town to-night and will be at once sent for-

ward. I have telegraphed Colonel Thompson, who has a force of
nearly 4,000 men, that he must not think of abandoning the place,

and that reinforcements will reach him by to-morrow night. I do
not see how the enemjf can cross the river to attack the fort, and
therefore feel sure that I can get Schofield's corps there in time.

General Croxton reports from Shoal Creek bridge at 7 : 30 p. m. yes-

terday that the enemy was repulsed in their attempt to cross the Ten-
nessee River at Blue Water, halfway between Florence and Elk
River; that the force at Florence remains the same and in the same
position as last reported by him. General Granger reports from
Decatur, 10 : 05 a. m. to-day, that he sent scouts out on the Moulton
and Courtland roads last night; that the party on the Moulton road
.saw no enemy and was informed by citizens that no enemy had
passed that road since October 31. The party on the Courtland road

drove back some Texas cavalry, which they ascertained to be part of

the Texas Legion, of which three regiments are encamped between

Decatur and Courtland. Citizens report to them that they were told

by the soldiers and others, who came up from Tuscumbia, that the

main part of Beauregard's army had gone to Corinth. He put one

corps across the river at Florence and commenced fortifying, but he

had moved on himself and had also withdrawn a part of that force.

* See p. 615.
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The above statements are corroborated by citizens living on the Moul-

ton road, who say that this is the general impression m that section.
'

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, TJ. S. Volunteers.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
Washijigton, D. C.

[Same to Major-General Sherman.]

[Telegram.]

Nashville, Tenn.,
November Ji., 18(H—8:30 p.m.

Nothing definite concerning the movement of Hood's main body.

General Thomas is concentrating Schofield's, Stanley's, Steedman's,

and Kousseau's commands near Pulaski without interruption. A
strong force is repairing the part of the road destroyed by Forrest a

month since. Forrest has guns in battery 2 miles below Johnson-
ville, on the west bank of the Tennessee, and to-day repulsed five gun-
boats which attacked him, and compelled them to fall back down the
river. At the same time he engaged gunboats and land batteries at

the town and compelled the destroying of three gunboats and two
transports and the withdrawing of cars and engines beyond the range
of their guns. This was the condition at dark.

J. C. Van Duzer.

Major EcKERT.

Keport of Captain Howland, II. S. Army, regarding operations at Johnsonville,
Tenn., October 30 to November 5, 1864.

Office Chief Quartermaster of Depot,
Johnsonville, Tenn.,

, 1864..

General: In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor
to transmit the following report in regard to the late attack upon
this place by the rebel forces under command of General Forrest,
together with " the object and necessity for burning the barges and
transports " at our levee : The first knowledge I had of the presence
of rebels on the river was by telegram from Lieutenant-Colonel T. R.
Weaver, commanding post at Pine Bluff, on Sunday morning, Oc-
tober 30, informing me that the transport Mazejypa, from Cincin-
nati, with a valuable cargo of 700 tons (principally clothing), was
captured and burned by the rebels on Fridav, October 28, at Fort
Heiman 2 miles above Fort Henry, and on the opposite side of the
river. Later in the day I received another telegram from same
source, informing me of rebel batteries at Fort Heiman and also

•i-wi!^
Landing, 4 miles this side; that the gunboat Undine (55),

with the transports Cheeseman and Venus, were between the two bat-
teries, and that they needed assistance. I immediately reported to
Lieutenant Williams, of gunboat Tau>aA (29), who proceeded at oncedown the river and engaged battery at Paris Landing, but was com-



NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTEBN WATEBS. 621

pelled to return without reaching the besieged boats. Oil Monday
morning, the 31st, I received another telegram that after six hours'
fight the Undine was abandoned and, with the transports Cheeseman
and Vernis, had fallen into the enemy's hands. I also received the
same day positive and reliable information that Forrest intended
attacking this place on the following Wednesday or Thursday, all

of which was telegraphed to yourself. I should here remark that at
this time we had nothing worthy the name of fortifications, only one
small block-house and a little earthwork thrown up on two hills over-
looking the town and river, where were mounted the six lO-pounder
Parrotts of the First Kansas Battery, the only guns then here. In
addition to above we had about 700 men of the Forty-Third Wiscon-
sin Infantry (a new regiment that had never been under fire) ; also

one company of the Twelfth U. S. Colored Infantry, which, with
some 20 mounted men from the Eleventh Tennessee Cavalry,
comprised our whole military force. Gunboats Key West (32) and
Elf.n (52), under command of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. M.
King, also reached here from above. The same morning Colonel

C. R. Thompson, of the Twelfth U. S. Colored Infantry, command-
ing troops on the Nashville and Northeastern road, immediately
ordered here all the men that could be spared from the different

points along the line of the road, thus increasing our force by the

addition of about 500 men from the Twelfth, Thirteenth, and One
Hundredth Regiments of the U. S. Colored Infantry. During this

and the few following days I also placed all employees that could
possibly be spared from other work to assist in constructing forti-

fications about the place.

On Wednesday, November 2, it having become evident that an
attack upon us was near at hand, Lieutenant Commanding King,

with gunboats 32 and 29, started at about 3 v. m. on a river recon-

noissance below this point. When some 5 miles below, in rounding
a point in the river, he came upon the gunboat Undine (captured

from us on the 30th instant) and the transport Venus, carrying two
20-pounder rifled Parrots, and both boats loaded with troops, steam-

ing up the river for this place. Lieutenant Commanding King at

once opened fire upon the boats, and after a sharp engagement of

some twenty minutes the Venus was disabled, run into the shore,

and abandoned. The Undine at once steamed down the river, and,

owing to the heavy fog and mist, together with the fear of being

decoyed into the reibel shore batteries. Lieutenant Commanding King
returned with his boats and prize to this place. The Venus had on

board when captured, in addition to the two 20-pounder Parrotts,

with 200 rounds of ammunition for same, 100 boxes shoes, 2 bales

blankets, 576 boxes hard bread, and other packages of quartermaster

stores. The guns were taken from the VenAis the same evening and

placed in battery on the hill. The following day, Thursday, the 3d

instant, at about 12 m., the Undine came in sight near the head of the

island, little more than a mile below here. Our gunboats immedi-

ately moved down to engage her, when she steamed down the river

for the evident purpose of decoying our boats into their shore bat-

teries. This was repeated twice, the rebel sharpshooters who lined

the banks on each occasion firing in volleys upon our gunboats. At

about 4 p. m., I received a letter from Lieutenant Commanding King,
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which was forwarded to Lieutenant S. W. Treat, acting assistant

quartermaster, as per copv herewith attached. Colonel J. C. Peter-

son, with one section of artillery and some 300 volunteers from the

quartermaster's department at Nashville, arrived this evening and

went immediately to work in the mud and rain, throwing up in-

trenchments and preparing for defense. On Friday morning, the

4th instant, the Undine was again discovered lying at the opposite

bank near the head of the island. Our gunboats immediately moved
down, shelling the rebel sharpshooters along the shore as they ad-

vanced. When nearly within range of the Undine firing was heard
below at the point nearly at the foot of the island. This proved to

come from a number of gunboats that had just arrived from below,

under command of Captains Fitch and Goudy, and were engaging some
rebel batteries. Our three gunboats, under command of Lieutenant
Commanding King, continued to advance upon the Undine, which had
by this time been fired and abandoned by the enemy without their being
able to remove a gun from her. The Key West, in advance, ran
into a battery of heavy guns within 2 miles of Johnsonville and but
a short distance above where the Undine was lying. She received
19 shots from 20-pounder guns, which passed entirely through
her, before she could escape from this newly discovered battery.
Our three gunboats at once returned to this place, the Key West in a
disabled condition. The firing from our boats below continued
heavy until about 11 o'clock when it ceased.

At this time Colonel Thompson directed that we arm and place
in the intrenchments 500 of our citizen employees, which direction
was immediately complied with under direction of Captain J. E.
Montandon, acting assistant quartermaster. At about 2 p. m., the
enemy were discovered planting batteries directly opposite, also
above and below, our warehouses and levee. The gunboats opened
fire upon them, as also did our batteries upon the hill. After some
twenty minutes' firing a reply was received from all the rebel bat-
teries and for nearly thirty minutes the cannonading was the most
terrific I have ever witnessed. The gunboats fought magnificently
and continued firing for more than twenty minutes after they were
all disabled, when Lieutenant Commanding King was compelled to
order them abandoned and burned. Our position was now most
critical, our whole front, with the large warehouse and transfer
building, stores, and transports, uncovered and almost unprotected.A large rebel force (as it has since been ascertained by trustworthy
and reliable men who were captured from the transports below) of
13,000 men under Generals Forrest, Chalmers, Buford, Bell, and
Lyon, with thirty-six pieces of artillery, twenty of them 20-pounder
I'arrotts, on opposite bank of the river. The small body of colored
troops with the Kansas battery, and your own force of volunteer
employees under Colonel Peterson, being the only force we could rely
upon to face the enemy and defend our position. It was at this
]unctur^it having become evident the rebels would endeavor to
cross sufficient force under the cover of their guns to obtain posses-
sion of our transports they already having in their possession the
cutter and gig of the ^7,M^^Me_that Colonel Thompson, upon the rec-

dWr^H ri'"'.'
°/ Lieutenant Commanding King and other officers,

directed me to destroy by fire all the transports, which direction was
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immediately complied with (the water being of insuiEcient depth to
submerge them below the main deck by scuttling, which would there-
fore only temporarily disable them). Soon as the transports were
fired, the enemy directed their fire upon the warehouses and large
pile of stores on the levee. The bursting of a shell soon fired the
stores on the levee ; also, the intense heat of the burning boats, which
had been driven against the wharf by the strong wind, fired the stores

in another place. The flames spread rapidly and soon communicated
to the small transfer building, which, with its contents, was speedily
consimiied. Soon as I learned that the stores on the levee had caught
fire, I directed Captain Montandon, with a large force of employees,
to extinguish the flames if possible, but owing to the great heat and
the constant fire of the sharpshooters, together with the batteries,

they were able to accomplish but little ; an occasional shell was thrown
into town at intervals during almost the entire night.

At about 7 o'clock on the morning of the 5th, the rebels again
opened their batteries upon the town and shelled it right vigorously
for about one hour as a farewell salute, when, all hope of crossing the

river in any large force having been destroyed by the destruction of

the transports, they moved away, thus terminating the attack upon
JohnsonviUe. * * *

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Henry Rowland,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

Brigadier-General J. L. Donaldson,
Chief Qmr. Deft, of the Cumberland., Nashville, Tenn.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Key West,
JohnsonviUe, Tenn., November 3, J864.

Sir : In the event of the gunboats being attacked to-night and dis-

abled, I think it will be well for you to make preparation for destroy-

ing by fire all the transports now here, so that they may not fall into

the enemy's hands. I think it will be well for you to be prepared

beforehand. The gunboats will do everything possible to prevent

any surprise, but be prepared.

Very respectfully, E. M. King,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Captain Henry Hoavland,
Chief Quartermaster.

[ Endorsement. ]

You will communicate the above to the officers of all boats lying

at our levee, with the information that it is ascertained that batteries

are both above and below this place and that there will be an effort

made to board and capture our gunboats to-night. You will not,

however, fire any transports until it is certain they will fall into the

hands of the enemy.
Very respectfully, Henry Howland,

Captain and Chief Quartermaster,

Lieutenant Treat,
Acting Assistant Quartermaster,
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Extracts from report of lieutenant-Colonel Sinclair, Assistant Inspector-General,

V. S. Army.

"Washington, D. C, Jcmuary 7, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report as the result

of my investigation into the circumstances attending the destruction

of a large amount of property on the Tennessee Kiver between Octo-

ber 28 and November 5, 1864. * * *

The rebel cavalry, under Forrest, first made its appearance October

28 on the left bank of the Tennessee River, at Fort Heiman, 2

miles above Fort Henry, capturing the steamboat Mazeppa and a

barge bound from Cincinnati, Ohio, to Johnsonville, Tenn., with a

valuable cargo of quartermaster's and subsistence stores. After hav-
ing landed the cargo the boat and barge .were burned.*******
The rebels having placed batteries in position on the river at Fort

Heiman and Paris Landing, 4 miles above, on the morning of the
30th of October, the gunboat IlTidine (55), with tlie steamboats
Cheeserrvan and Venus, empty, bound from Johnsonville down the
river, got between the batteries. The gunboat Tawah (29), Lieu-
tenant Williams, commanding, proceeded down the river from John-
sonville and engaged the batteries at Paris Landing, but returned
without reaching the besieged boats. After six hours fighting the
Undine was abandoned, and with the Cheeseman and Venus fell into
the enemy's hands on the evening of the 30th of October. Neither of
these boats was disabled. The Undine and Venus were afterwards
used by the rebels near Johnsonville; it is supposed they burned
the Cheeseman near Paris Landing. The captain and part of the
crew of the gunboat Undine made their escape to Pine Bluff. The
loss on this boat was only 2 killed and 8 wounded. The crews of the
Cheeseman and Venus were captured. Captain Rowland [U. S.
Army], was informed of the capture of these boats by telegraph
from Pine Bluff on the morning of the 31st of October.

* # • * * .jf.
.^ ^

At 3 p. m., on November 2, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant King,
with gunboats 32 [Key West] and 29 [Tawah], started from
Johnsonville down the Tennessee. When some 5 miles below that
point he met the gunboat Undine and steamboat Venus, carrying two
20-pound Parrott guns. These boats were loaded with rebel troops
and were steaming up the river. Our gunboats opened fire upon the
rebels. The Venus was disabled, run into the shore, and abandoned

;

the Undine steamed down the river. The gunboats returned with the
Venus to Johnsonville. The Venus had on board, when captured,
two 20-pounder Parrott guns, with 200 rounds of ammunition for
same; 100 boxes of shoes, 2 bales blankets, 576 boxes hard bread,
and a few other packages. The quartermaster's and subsistence
stores had been taken from the Mazeppa. The guns and ammunition
were removed from the boat; the other property was destroyed with
the boat. ^ r j j

About 12 m., on November 3, the Undine came up the river, near
the head of the island, little more than a mile below Johnsonville.
Uur gunboats moved down to engage her, when she steamed down the
nver tor the purpose of decoying our boats into their shore bat-
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teries. This was repeated twice, the rebel sharpshooters on the bank
firing in volleys upon the gunboats.
On the morning of November 4 the Undine was discovered lying

at the head of the island. Our gunboats moved down the river, and
continued to advance upon her until she was fired and abandoned.
The Key West, in advance, ran into a battery within 2 miles of John-
sonville and received nineteen shots before she was able to escape.
Five of our gunboats came up the river and engaged the rebel bat-
teries near the foot of Eeynoldsburg Island, about 5 miles below
Johnsonville, but were not able to get up. The military and naval
force at Johnsonville on November 4 was as follows: Forty-third
Wisconsin Volunteers, 700 men; detachments of the Twelfth, Thir-
teenth, and One hundredth U. S. Colored Infantry, men ; armed
quartermaster's employees, 800 men; detachment of the Eleventh
Tennessee Cavalry, 20 men; First Kansas Battery, six 10-pounder
Parrott guns; Company A, Second U. S. Colored Artillery, two 12-

pounder Napoleon guns; one section quartermaster's battery from
Nashville, two 12-pounder Napoleon guns; two 20^pounder Parrott
guns captured on Venus; gunboats Key West (32), Eliin (52), and
Tofwah (29) . Colonel C. K. Thompson, of the Twelfth U. S. Colored
Infantry, was in command of the troops and Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant King of the gunboats. On the hill, near the river, there was
an earthwork, the artillery being posted in and about this work.
Part of the infantry was posted in this work and part in the rifle

pits that had been thrown up on the flat north of the railroad. About
2 p. m. on the 4th of November the rebels were discovered planting

batteries opposite, also above and below the warehouses and levee.

The gunboats and land batteries opened upon them, and a reply was
soon received from all the rebel batteries. It is said the gunboats

continued firing until they were disabled, when Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant King ordered them to be abandoned and burned. Fear-

ing the rebels would cross the river and capture the steamboats.

Colonel Thompson, upon the recommendation of Lieutenant King
and other officers of the gunboats and Captain Rowland, directed

Captain Howland to destroy by fire all the transports, which direc-

tion was immediately complied with, the fire soon extending to the

large pile of stores on the levee and from that to a warehouse, which,

with its contents, was burned. After the boats were fired the rebels

concentrated their fire upon the levee and warehouses to prevent the

flames from being extinguished. When the stores on the levee caught

fire Captain Howland gave orders to have the flames extinguished,

but owing to the intense heat and the difficulty in getting men togo
where they would be shot at, very little was done toward complying

with the order. The large new warehouse, with what little property

it contained, was not burned. Six barges in the river also escaped.

After shelling the depot for a short time on the morning of the 5th

of November, the rebels left the river. It is claimed by Colonel

Thompson and others that there was danger of the steamboats fall-

ing into the hands of the rebels, as they had the two small boats of the

Undine in their possession with which to cross the river and seize

them. The armed force at Johnsonville was sufficient to have pre-

vented any rebel force from crossing the river in two small boats at

or near Johnsonville. The firing of the boats was premature. They

102008°—N w B—VOL 2&—13 10
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could have been temporarily disabled by scuttling and removing parts

of their engines. The boats were fired at 3 p. m. ; at the time the
wind was blowing on the levee, whereas if they had waited until the

wind changed the stores on the levee and in the warehouse, where
the loss was greatest, would have been saved. The property on the
steamboats and barges should have been landed between October 30
and November 4. After the fire a general system of theft was in-

augurated, stealing clothing, hospital stores, and anything they could
lay their hands upon. I was informed that some of the officers of
the gunboats helped themselves to clothing and directed their men to
take what they wanted. * * *

Our force sustained a loss of 8 men killed and wounded during the
attack. * * *

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

William Sinclair,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Inspector-General.

Colonel James A. Hardie,
Inspector-General, U. S. Army.

Extract from report of Captain IlcConnell, Seventy-first Ohio Infantry, regarding
operations about Johnsonville, Tenn., November 4-5, 1864.

Headquarters District of Tennessee,
Nashville, Tenn., November H, 1864..

MajoIj :
* * * j jjg^yg ^jjg jiojjoj. to report the statements of the

following officers:

Captain James E. Montandon, acting assistant quartermaster, at
Johnsonville, reports as follows

:

Lieutenant King, commanding, on the 4th instant, called to see me
and invited me to go down the river on the Key West. I went with
him. Six miles below this place we came on the gunboat Undine, in
the hands of the rebels, also the transport Venus, in their hands. As
soon as they discovered us they ran around the point and disappeared.We ran down to the point, came in sight, and opened fire on them
capturing the Venus with 2 rifled 20-pounders, and towed her to
Johnsonville, the Undine escaping. While running up to Johnson-
ville a rebel battery opened on the Key West, putting 19 shots
through her before she could be got out of range. She was greatly
disabled and returned to Johnsonville. I arrived here at about 2
p. m and was put in command of 550 Government emplovees, and
directed to put them in the intrenchments. Our battery was firing
over the left of the line, where my employees were stationed, one of
the 20-pounder guns going off and killing twenty mules in the corral
near where the employees were stationed, completely demoralizinethem and causing them to stampede immediately. About this timi
the gunboats were set on fire, and Captain Howland told me that hehad ordered the transports to be burned.*******

Respectfully submitted.

S. J. McConnell,
Captain, Seventy-first Ohio Vol. Infty

Major B. H. Polk,
^- ^^ ^^ ^^ ^'''- '^ ^''^^

Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Tennessee.
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General report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, transmitting dispatch
from Uajor-Oeneral Sherman, 11. S. Army, referring to capture of U. S. S.

Undine.

No. 11] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 7, I86I1..

Sir: I enclose for the information of the Department a copy of a
confidential cipher telegram* from General Sherman to Captain
Pennock, dated 9 p. m., November 3.

Lieutenant-Commander Shirk was here to-day, and reports too

little water in the Tennessee for the Peosta, a tinclad with a good
battery, now at Paducah and waiting for the rise in the river.

It is now raining and the Tennessee is rising. I am pushing the

repairs of the ironclad Cincinnati, now repairing here, with all

practicable dispatch, and shall go up the Tennessee in her the moment
she is ready for service and the stage of water in the Tennessee will

permit.

I have sent down the Mississippi to bring up the ironclad Neosho.
The loss of the services of the four monitors sent from this squad-

ron to Bear-Admiral Farragut will be much felt, especially as sev-

eral of the ironclades are out of order. The turtle ironclads are

still deficient of their side armor, which was removed at Alexandria,

La., and are noAv stationed along the Mississippi, to prevent the rebel

general Smith from crossing troops to the east side of the river,

which it is the object of the enclosed confidential circular f from
General Caiiby, dated October 18, to prevent, and which we have so

far been able to do.

I have organized a lively patrol of the Mississippi Eiver, and will

immediately make arrangements to keep the gunboats on the Ten-
nessee Eiver supplied with ammunition nearer the point of their

operations than this place, on which they have heretofore depended.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,

S.P.Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of tlie Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Bear-Admiral lee, TT. S. Navy, transmitting reports showing
the situation in Tennessee and Ciimberland rivers.

No. 16.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 11, 1861^.

Sir : I transmit enclosed copies of reports showing the present situ-

ation in the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, as follows, viz : 1, 2, 3,

from Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, dated 9th instant; 4, from

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, 9th instant; 5, from Lieutenant-Com-

mander Shirk, 10th instant.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Adrmral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

* See p. 605. t See p. 695.
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[Enclosures.]

U. S. S. Peosta,
Paducah; Ky., November 9, 186^.

Sir: Since the loss of the U. S. gunboats Undine, Key West,
ToAJoah, and Elfin, I have but the Peosta and Paw Paw remaining in

the Ninth District, of which I have charge. Of these, the Paw Paw
is in such bad condition as to be utterly worthless. Thus I am left

with (in reality) but one vessel.

I most respectfully request that you will assign other vessels to the

district as soon as convenient to you, as I am induced to believe that
we will have plenty of work to do in the Tennessee River during the
coming winter.

I respectfully suggest that the Tenth District may not be deprived
of vessels with which to fill up the wants of the Ninth, as I am of the
impression that both the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers will re-

quire strict and careful watching for some months to come.
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Siiibk,
Lieutenant-Com.mander, Commanding Ninth District.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

Flagship Black Hawk, Mound City, III.

U. S. S. Peosta,
Paducah, Ky., November 9, 1864..

Sir: I have the honor to say to you that Lieutenant-Commander
Fitch reports that Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. M. King and the
officers and men of the late U. S. gunboats Key West, Tawah, and
Elfin, left Johnsonville for Nashville on the night of the 7th instant,
en route for Mound City.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
James W. Shirk,

Lieutenant-CommMnder, Commanding Ninth District.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

Flagship Black Hawk, Mound City, III.

U. S. S. Peosta,
.

c, ^

.

, ,
Paducah, Ky., November 9, 186^.

!5ir: 1 have the honor to enclose herewith a report of Lieutenant-
Commander Le Roy Fitch, U. S. Navy, commanding Tenth District
Mississippi Squadron, by which you will see that he has withdrawn
the vessels of his command from the Tennessee and taken them up
the Cumberland River. This was rendered necessary by both these
rivers rising, and when such is the case the supplies "for General
Sherman s armies go via the Cumberland to Nashville, Tenn., and it
requires all the vessels in his district to keep possession of the Cum-
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Forrest has, in all probability, sent a portion of his forces to block-
ade the Cumberland, and it is necessary (absolutely so) that that
river should be kept open.

It will take some time to clear away the debris of the wreck at the
landing in front of Johnsonville, and until that is done and the
Cumberland is again at a low stage of water, the Tennessee will not
be required as a highway of supplies.

This rise in the Cumberland at the present time is very fortunate,
as I have only two gunboats left in the Ninth District, and one of
them is in need of immediate repairs. It will not do to leave this

place unprotected for any length of time.

Since the late success of Forrest the light-draft gunboats will have
lost, in his sight, all the moral effect they ever had, and I am more
than ever persuaded that we ought to have one or two of the iron-

clads in each of the Ninth and Tenth districts.

We will be much aided in our work upon the reporting of the
Cincinnati and Neosho, promised us by you.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Ninth District.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk.

U. S. S. MoosE,
Tennessee River, November 9, 186J^.

Sir : I have the honor to report that after dropping down to Fort
Hindman [Heiman] to get below the rebel batteries, as stated in

my letter of the 5th instant, I was employed all that day (the 5th)

in procuring wood for the boats, as nearly all were about out of

fuel.

On the morning of the 6th I again started up the river, but it blew
so hard that the pilots thought it dangerous to attempt to run the

bars, as most of them were very crooked and rocky, and we ran
great risks of striking and sinking some of the boats. I was there-

fore compelled to anchor till next morning, the 7th instant.

During the 6th instant, while at anchor a little above Heinman
[Heiman] I kept out pickets on the hills to prevent the rebels coming
in and planting batteries without our knowledge. Several of the

enemy's cavalry approached the hills, but were driven back by our

pickets.

On the morning of the 7th instant I got underway and again

moved up the river. About 10 or 12 miles above Fort Heinman
[Heiman] I got word that Forrest's forces had divided and that a

portion of them were again moving for Paris Landing [Tenn.]. I

left the Paw Paw and Victory above to gain more positive informa-

tion, and dropped back with the remainder of the boats to Paris

Landing to prevent a battery being brought in at that place. At 4

p. m. the Paw Paw and Victory again joined the rest of the fleet.

On the morning of the 8th I again moved above with all the boats

except the Paw Paw, which vessel was about out of fuel. I therefore
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left her below Fort Heinman [Heiman] to prevent the enemy's bring-

ing in batteries during our absence. .„ t i j
At White Oak Island, about 15 miles below JohnsonviUe, I learned

that the rebels had planted a battery of four guns during the night

of the 4th instant to cut us off. The channel at White Oak is very

narrow and runs close in under the left bank, the current is very

swift, and boats in passing through this chute would have to pass

(either in going up or down) within 20 yards of the enemy's guns

and directly stern to. This battery could have disabled all our boats,

but fortunately I had anticipated the move, hence my object in drop-

ping below them that night, as mentioned in my report of the 5th

instant. At noon of the 5th the rebels, finding that we were below

them, moved their guns back to Paris. I went on through to John-

sonviUe without meeting the enemy, and after communicating with

the commander of the post I returned to Fort Heinman [Heiman]
and anchored till morning. I found in going up that our chances

of running the batteries were much less than I had calculated ; the

enemy had 9 guns masked that could have fired on a single boat at

any time, 4 directly ahead, 2 broadside, and 3 directly in her rear.

The shape of the river is such that a portion of the time not a single

gun could have been brought to bear on any of them, and only 2

guns could have been brought to bear at any time. Several times

we were abreast and a little above their lower battery, but they did

not fire ^ their orders were positive not to fire a single shot or to show
themselves till all the boats had entered the chute and got above the
two lower batteries. Independent of these batteries the banks were
literally alive with sharpshooters in rifle-pits, who would have picked
off every man that had showed himself, as we would have had to

pass within 20 yards of them, and the banks were higher than our
hurricane roofs. After closely viewing their position, I am confi-

dent that had I attempted to run this chute, every boat would have
been destroyed and not a single man would have escaped.

It is reported that Forrest is crossing a heavy force abov^, to stop
supplies on the Cumberland. I therefore thought it best, as nothing
more could be done in this river just now without the aid of an iron-
clad, to withdraw the boats of my division and return to the Cumber-
land, to look out for matters there and protect the transports against
the numerous guerrillas now along that stream.

Enclosed I send you a more perfect sketch of the position of the
rebel batteries. In the other sketch I did not get the bend of the
river quite correct, and two guns were placed much lower down the
chute than I had at the time any idea of.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Le Roy Fitch,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding
Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

U. S. Peosta,
Paducah, Ky., November 10, 186^..

Sir : I am this morning in receipt of a communication from Lieu-
tenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, U. S. Navy, commanding Tenth
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District Mississippi Squadron, in which he asks me to " tell the ad-
miral that it will be impossible for me to do with any less boats. All
the freight is going up here now, for a time at least, and to do all

the convoying and protect the Ohio, too, with a less number of boats,
will be impossible. Both rivers are swarming with guerrillas, and
I do not now know but there may be batteries between here and Nash-
ville." He found 40 transports at Smithland, awaiting convoy
for Nashville, with army supplies.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant-CoTninander, Commanding Ninth District.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, Novenvbcr 10, 1861^—0 p. m,.

Your telegram of 7th just received. I learn this afternoon that

Fitch's light division did not go above Johnsonville, [Tenn.], but
returned to Smithland to convoy 40 army transports to Nashville.

Shirk, having lost four, has but two tinclads at present for Ten-
nessee River. The Cumberland being navigable, your transports

now take that river. I am pushing to put one ironclad on each, and
have a third ironclad convenient for either Tennessee or Cumberland.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Geo. H. Thomas,
Nashville, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

ilouND City, November 11, 1864-.

Your telegram of this date received on my return to-night.

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch returned from Tennessee to Cum-
Ixrland River on 9th instant to convoy army transports to Nashville.

Will immediately inform and instruct him as to your wishes.

S. P. Lee,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Brigadier-General Roet. Allen,
Louisville, Ky.

[Telegram.]

Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 11, 1864..

Brigadier-General Robert Allen telegraphs from Louisville request-

ing convoy for a large number of vessels up the Cumberland. Render

all the assistance and protection in your power.
S.P.Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,
Commandina 10th Dist. Miss. Squadron, Smithland, Ky.
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[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Cttmberland,

Nashville, November 12, 1861^—11 a. m.

Your telegram of 9 p. m. (10th) is received. I shall be very glad

if you can spare thriee ironclads you mention and station them

as you propose. I will notify you in ample time when I get ready

to use the Tennessee River.
Geo. H. Thomas,

Major-Gefieral, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Mound City, III.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department or the Cumberland,
Nashville, [Term.'], November 26, 1864.

If you have any ironclads which can resist heavy shot I will be
obliged if you will order them up the Tennessee River as far as

they can go on a reconnoissance. Hood is threatening Columbia now,
and I am anxious to know positively whether he has all his force
with him or not.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral Lee,
Mound City.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, November 26, 1864—9.4S.
Telegram received. Will do as you desire, and notify you.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron^

Major-General Geo. H. Thomas,
Florence, Ala.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, tJ. S. Navy, to lieutenant-Commander Shirk,
V. S. Navy, for a reconnoissance in view of threatened attaclt upon Columbia.
Tenn. '

Confidential.] Mound City, November 27, 1864.
Sir: I have received a confidential telegram from Major-General

Thomas, from Nashville, Tenn., dated 26th instant, stating that Hood
is threatening Columbia, and requesting that if I have any ironclads
which can resist heavy shot I will send them as far up the Tennes-
see as they can go, on a reconnoissance, as he is anxious to know
positively whether Hood has all his force with him or not.

I have telegraphed Lieutenant-Commander Fitch to send the
Neosho to Paducah to report to you. Ascend the Tennessee and
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make the reconnoissance, if practicable, and inform, by safe chan-
nels. General Thomas and myself of the result.

Besides the Neosho you can, as you request, take the GaroTidelet,
which will be ready to leave here at daylight to-morrow. The
Peosta. and Volunteer are available for this service. Take all the
necessary ammunition and fuel that you can for the ironclads.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Leb.
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Shirk,
Commanding Ninth District, Mound City, III.

Order of Acting: Rear-AdmlTal Lee, TJ. S. Kavy, to Iileutenant-CommandeT Fitch,

XT. S. Navy, for a reconnoissance in view of threatened attack upon Columbia,
Tenn.

Confidential.] Motjnd City, November 27, 186^.

Sir : General Thomas telegraphs a request that an ironclad recon-

noissance be made as far up the Tennessee as possible, as he is anxious
to know whether Hood, who is now threatening Columbia, has his

whole force with him or not.

I send the Carondelet in tow of the Volunteer to Paducah. I tele-

graphed you this morning to send the Neosho there to report to

Lieutenant-Commander Shirk. It is reported to me this evening

that he is sick, and I desire you to make this reconnoissance; notify

General Thomas and myself of the result by early and safe means.

You can either take both ironclads or the Neosho only, with such

other boats as you may think best. A coal barge should be towed
up as far as Johnsonville for your use ; retain the Volunteer for this

or other necessary service.

Respectfully, yours, S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,
Commanding Tenth District, Smithland, Ky.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, IT. S. Navy, to commanding officer of U. S. S.

Volunteer, to report for duty to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy.

Mound City, III., November ^7, I86J1..

Sir : Proceed with the Volunteer under your command, towing the

Carondelet to Paducah, and report to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch

for further orders.

Respectfully, yours,
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Commanding Officer U. S. S.. Volunteer.
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[Teleeram.]

Mound Citt, Novemher '27, 186^—9: SO a. m.

Send Neosho to Paducah to report to Lieutenant-Commander

Shirk, with orders to fill up with coal and prepare for immediate

service on arrival there. „ ^ -.-

S. P. Lee.

Acting Rear-Admird, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Rot Fitch,
SmithZand, Ky.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, November ^7, 1864.—6:J5 p. m.

Proceed to Paducah, where you will find orders brought by Vol-

unteer.
S. P. Lee.

Acting Rear-Admiral, Comm,anding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Rot Fitch,
Co-rwmanding Tenth District, Smithland, Ky.

Order of Acting Bear-Admiral Lee, IT. S. Navy, to lieutenant-Coniinander Fitoh,

IT. S. Navy, for protection of working party while constructing fort and maga-
zine at Johnsonville, Tenn.

Mound City, November £7, 1864^.

Sie: I have directed Lieutenant-Commander Shirk to request the

army authorities to construct a naval magazine at Johnsonville, and
he informs me that they will do so, and that a fort would be con-
structed opposite Johnsonville where a gunboat is desired to protect
the working party. You will detail the Carondelet and Peosta for
this service when they can be spared. Consult with the army au-
thorities in regard to the construction of the magazine, requesting
that it be large enough to contain a full supply of ammunition for
all the vessels operating in that vicinity.

Until Lieutenant-Commander Shirk recovers and resumes his
duties, the Ninth District will be under your command in addition
to the Tenth.

Instruct commanding officers whilst in the Tennessee to observe
every precaution against torpedoes.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,
Commanding Ninth and Tenth Districts.
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[Telegram.]

Paducah, Ky., November 28, 186^—12:30 p. m.
I am waiting to see Lieutenant-Commander Fitch. Notify him if

practicable.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Junior Naval Officer,
SmAthland, Kentucky.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, November 28, 1864.
Telegram received. Will do as you desire, and notify you.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron

Major-General Thomas.

Letter from Acting Bear-Admlral lee, IT. S. Navy, to MaJor-General Thomas,
V. S. Army, regarding measures of protection for the army forces in the
Cumberladd Eiver.

Flagship Black Hawk,
Paducah, November 29, 186^—a. m.

At the suggestion of General Meredith, and in view of the reported
movements of General Hood, I have sent the two ironclads (which
I had got here yesterday to make the reconnoissance you desired)
to the Cumberland to protect the passage of the troops under Gen-
eral Smith and your supplies to Nashville.

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch is directed there to communicate
in person with you at Nashville, and then to take the two ironclads
from the Cumberland up the Tennessee to make the reconnoissance
or to flank Hood, unless you think their services more necessary on
the Cumberland.
Would that I had a good ironclad force on both rivers. I will

have another ironclad for this service in a few days. I have been
making every effort to meet your wishes, but have met with unex-
pected delays. If, however, the intelligence we have here is correct,

you are already possessed of the intelligence you desired, and the

present disposition of the ironclads is the best for cooperation with
you.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Adm^iral, Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General George H. Thomas,
Nashville, Term.
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[Telegram.]

Bridgeport, Novemher S9, 1864-

I have notice that the draw of this bridge will be closed for twenty
days. Have you any preference in regard to the disposition of my
vessels ?

MoREAu Forrest,
Oommandery U. S. Navy.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, November E9, 1864.

Your dispatch of this day is received. Hold your boats below the
bridge at Bridgeport so that you can patrol the river below.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, V . S. V., Commanding.

Captain Moreau Forrest,
Convmanding V. S. Gunboats, Bridgeport, [Ala.].

[Telegram.]

Nashville, November 30, 1864—^ P- "*•

As soon as the ironclads return to Paducah, please order them into

the Cumberland to patrol that river and convoy transports up and
down. Hood at present has a cavalry force so much larger than
mine that I have been compelled to fall back and concentrate on
Nashville. But as soon as I can get my cavalry back from Louisville

I feel confident I can drive him back.

George H. Thomas,
Major-General, U. S. Army, Commanding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Mound City.

Order of Acting Eear-Admiral lee, IT. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch,
0. S. Navy, for convoy duty in the Cumberland River, as requested hy Uajor-
Oeneral Thomas, U. S. Army.

Confidential.] Motjnd City, December 1, 1864—1 a- '>n.

Sir: Major-General Thomas, telegraphing from Nashville at 4:30
p. m. yesterday, desires me, as soon as the ironclads return to

Paducah, to order them into the Cumberland to patrol that river

and convoy transports up and down. He states that General Hood,
having a much larger cavalry force than his own, he has been com-
pelled to fall back and concentrate on Nashville, but as soon as he
can get his cavalry back from Louisville, feels confident he can drive
him back.

You will therefore return to the Cumberland with the ironclads

and perform the service requested.

EespectfuUy, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Rot Fitch,
Com/mandinq Ninth and Tenth Districts.
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[Telegram.]

Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, Thursday, December 1—1 a. m.

Your dispatch of yesterday afternoon received, and I have ordered
the ironclads to return to the Cumberland and convoy your trans-
ports up and down that river. I also send a similar order by dis-
patch boat to Paducah. On Sunday I will have another ironclad
ready and will send it to Smithland ready to operate on either river,

and expect to go there myself.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-General George H. Thomas, U. S. Army,
Nashville, Tenn.

Send in cipher from Cairo.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admlral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General Ueredlth,
IT. S. Army, commanding at Faducah, Ey., regarding proposed cooperation in
Cumberland River and vrithdrawal of Uajor-Oeneral Thomas to Nashville.

Black Hawk,
Motmd City, December 1—1 a. m.

General Thomas, in a confidential dispatch dated Nashville, No-
vember 30, 4:30 p. m., desires me to send the ironclads, as soon as

they arrive at Paducah, to the Cumberland, to convoy army trans-

ports up and down that river.

This I have ordered by cipher telegram and by a dispatch sent

herewith by a special boat, to provide against any accident to the

wires.

General Thomas mentions that, Hood's cavalry being so superior

to his, he has been obliged to fall back upon Nashville and concen-

trate there, and that as soon as his cavalry returns from Louisville

he will drive Hood back.

I expect to be up with another ironclad, the completion of which
I am urging here, on Sunday next.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,

S. P. Lee,
^

Acting Rear-Admiral.

General Meredith.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, Deceniber 1, 186Jj.
—9:20 p. m.

Your communication by Commander Fitch and telegram of 1 a. m.
this date are received, and I am much indebted to you for having

changed the destination of the ironclads. Commander Fitch thinks

if the ironclad you expect at Smithland was stationed at Clarksyille

the river could then be perfectly safe. Will you please order it to

Clarksville?
Geo. H. Thomas,

Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Gommonding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Mound City.



638 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, December i, 1861}.—9:30 p. m.

After General Schofield's fight of yesterday, feeling convinced that

the enemy very far outnumbered him both m infantry and cavalry,

I determined to retire to the fortifications around Nashville until

General Wilson can get his cavalry equipped. He has now about
one-fourth the number of the enemy, and consequently is no match
for him. I have two ironclads here, with several gunboats, and Com-
mander Fitch assures me that Hood can neither cross the Cumberland
nor blockade it. I therefore think it best to wait here until Wilson
can equip all his cavalry. If Hood attacks me here, he will be more
seriously damaged than he was yesterday^ If he remains here until

Wilson gets equipped, I can whip him, and will move against him
at once. I have Murfreesboro strongly held and therefore feel easy
in regard to its safety. Chattanooga, Bridgeport, Stevenson, and
Elk River Bridge also have strong garrisons.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteer's, ComTnanding.

Major-General Halleck,
Washington, D. G.

' [Telegram.]

Nashville, Tenn., December 2, J864.—8 p. m.
Arrived here this afternoon. Major-General George H. Thomas

is well pleased with the movement. Our force all drawn into Nash-
ville. Enemy close by and may attempt cross river below. I have
the boats so arranged as to prevent it. Am keeping up vigilant
patrol from here to Clarksville. All is working well. I would
request that when the Cincimmti is ready she be sent to Clarksville,
from where she can operate quickly either up or down, as there is
telegraph there.

Fitch.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Mound City.

Note.—This came in cipher. Operator at Nashville savs Fitch
dated 1st, but sent 2d.

Wm. F. Mason.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, December g, 186^.
Your confidential telegram of 1st received this afternoon. I will

do as you wish soon as the ironclad is repaired, which will take
several days.

The aid who probably penned your dispatch of the 30th communi-
cated an order instead of a request.
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Please accept my sincere congratulations on your success at Frank-
lin, and when convenient and practicable infoim me of the military
situation.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississipfi Squadron.

Major-General Geo. H. Thomas,
Nashville.

By telegraph in cipher from Cairo.

[Telegram. ]

Cipher.] Nashville, December 3, 18d.i.

Your telegram of yesterday received last night. My force of cav-

alry and infantry at Franklin being so much less than that of the
enemy I determined to fall back to this place to concentrate my
infantry and give time to General Wilson to arm and equip sufficient

cavalry to meet Forrest. I have here now nearly as much infantry
as Hood, and in a few days hope to have cavalry enough to enable me
to assume the offensive. In the meantime Captain Fitch has cheer-

fully complied with my request to patrol the river above and below
the city. I am therefore in hopes we shall in a few days be able to

take the offensive on pretty even terms with the enemy. I regret

much that my telegram of the 30th implied an order to you, which
was not intended.
With many thanks for your previous prompt cooperation,

I am, yours, truly,

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, Commiajiding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Mound City.

[Telegram.]

Cipher.] Mound City, December J, 1861t—5 p. m.

Your confidential dispatch of 11 o'clock yesterday just received.

Accept my heartiest thanks for the information given and correction

made. I have had night and Sunday work done to get another and
good ironclad ready. Hope to see you in a few days. Please instruct

operators always to hand you a copy of my telegrams to my officers

operating near you.
Wishing you the fullest success, faithfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Rear-Admiral.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Mound City, December 3, 1864—S p. m.
(By telegram and from Cairo, cipher.)

Continue as ordered on first instant to patrol the Cumberland.
I hope to bring the Cincinnati up in two or three days. She has been
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worked on day and night and Sundays. Continue always to cooper-

ate most heartily with General Thomas and the army.
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-AdmiraZ, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant- [Commander] Le Roy Fitch.

Letter from Major-General Thomas, V. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch,

U. S. Navy, requesting a patrol of the river to Carthage, Tenn.

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
NashvUle, Tenn., December 3, 186Jf..

Captain: The major-general commanding directs me to say that

inasmuch as the enemy has made no attack to-day, and great uncer-

tainty attends his movements, he thinks it unsafe to trust the courier

line between Gallatin and Carthage to bring us information of any
attempt which might be made by the rebels to cross the river above
here, and is of the opinion that, to render us secure, you had better

patrol the river as far as Carthage with at least one ironclad and two
gunboats, if you think there is sufficient water in the channel to en-
able you to do it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. D. Whipple,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain Le Rot Fitch,
Commanding Squadron, Nashville, Tenn.

Beport of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, transmitting reports regarding
successful operations at Bell's Mills, Tenn., December 3-4, 1864, and operations
near Nashville to December 16.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Fairy,
Tennessee River, December 29, 1864.

Sir: I transmit enclosed copies of reports dated December 4 and
17* (1 and 2) from Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, command-
ing Tenth District Mississippi Squadron, in reference to his success-
ful operations below Nashville in cooperation with General Thomas.

I take pleasure in bringing to the Department's notice the good
conduct in action of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch and the officers
and men under his command who engaged the enemy. I desire to
call particular attention to the conduct of Pilot John H. Ferrell and
Quartermaster John Ditzenback, who, when the flagstaff of the
Neosho had been shot away, left the pilot house while the vessel was
still under fire, and made the flag fast to the stump of the highest
mast remaining. I would recommend that a medal of honor be
awarded to the latter.

The laborious and vigilant patrol of the Mississippi by the Navy
prevented the rebel troops from crossing that river, as required bv
Mr. Davis s intercepted cipher dispatch, to join General Hood and
oppose General Thomas, and I hope this important service will be
appreciated by the Department.

* See pp. 641, 649.
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The active movement of the gunboats which I have required causes
the consumption of an unusual quantity of coal and calls for in-
creased repairs, but this is unavoidable.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Bear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, WasMngton, D. G.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Moose,
Of Nashville, Tenn., December 4, I864..

Sir: I have the honor to report that yesterday, the 3d instant,

being apprehensive of an attack from the enemy on the right of our
army, resting on the river below, I stationed the Carondelet, Acting
Master Charles W. Miller, commanding, in a position to assist that
portion of our lines, keeping the other boats in readiness to move
wherever they might be required.
During the day I made several trips with this boat to see that all

was clear, and in the afternoon sent the Springfield, Acting Master
Edm. Morgan, up the river to convoy some transports and work with
the army gunboats above.
After returning from below, about 9 p. m., I received intelligence

that the enemy's left wing had struck the river and had batteries

planted at Bell's Mills, about 4 miles below Nashville by land but 18

by river, and that they had captured two steamers. I at once de-

termined to either recapture the two steamers or cause the enemy to

destroy them that night, although it was dark and clouding over. I

therefore directed the commanding officer of the Neosho, Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Samuel Howard, to move down with his ves-

sel and relieve the Carondelet, and, leaving the Brilliant to operate

with her, moved down with the other boats in the following order

:

Carondelet, Fairplay, Moose, Reindeer, and Silver Lake.

I directed Acting Master Miller to run below the lower batteries,

giving them grape and canister, then round to and come back and
fight them upstream. I also directed Acting Master George J.

Groves, commanding the Fairplay, to follow close after the Caron-

delet and act with her; and Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. A.
Glassford, commanding Reindeer, to follow this vessel and act with

me; the Silver Lake, Acting Master J. C. Coyle, to take the rear of

the line.

The boats moved down perfectly quiet, with no lights visible, and
were not seen by the enemy until the Carondelet opened fire on their

lower battery and encampment.
She was then a little above the lower battery and about a quarter

of a mile below the upper guns, the Fairplay was at this time a lit-

tle below the upper battery, and this vessel abreast of it, while the

Reindeer was about 50 yards above.

As soon as the Carondelet opened fire the enemy poured a heavy

volley of musketry into the boats along the entire line, and also

opened on us with their upper battery of four guns. About this time

the Fairplay had stopped to keep from running into the Carondelet^,

102008°—N w K—VOL 26—13 il
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and the smoke from the guns and smokestacks, combined with our
steam, settled around us so very thick in this bend that I could see

nothing nor could the pilots see where we were running ; so, finding

myself nearly in contact with the Fairplay, I was also obliged to

stop, and after the Carondelet and Fairplay had passed below the

bend I found myself still in the smoke and in rather a bad position,

as the batteries were then firing directly into me and so far on my
port quarter that we could not bring our guns to bear. I therefore
directed the pilots to back up, as it was clear above and below it was
intensely thick. I was afraid by this time the Carondelet and Fair-

flay had passed the lower battery, rounded to, and were again mov-
mg up, which would make our chances for colliding very great. I
therefore decided to back up again about the upper battery, as I
could not remain where I was long enough for the smoke to lift ; and,
as the rebels were now giving this boat their entire attention, made
it also dangerous to attempt to round to. In backing up above the
batteries, I necessarily moved slowly, but the pilots, John H. Ferrell
and George W. Rowley, handled the vessel so magnificently that we
were able to keep our guns working on them so rapidly that in a
great measure they were kept silent.

When I got above the battery where I could use the port broadside
and bow guns, they soon ceased firing, as the Reindeer had by this
tinie got above their guns, rounded to, and was in a good position to
assist this vessel in case she was disabled. After getting out of their
immediate range I rounded to and lashed alongside of the Reindeer,
intending to engage them with the two boats lashed, so that we could
handle [them] better, but by this time the firing had entirely ceased,
and as it was very dark under the shade of the hills I concluded to
wait till daylight, knowing that the Carondelet and Fairplay, which
were below the lower battery, wotild keep everything quiet and take
care of the captured steamers.
The musketry along the bank and on the hillside was for a time

very annoying, but we soon drove them off. The firing from their
battery for a time was very rapid, but their guns were not well
aimed; most of their shell and all their grape passed entirely over
us; this, I presume, was owing to our being so close to them. The
river at this point is not over 75 or 80 yards wide, and part of the
time we were directly under their guns. Two percussion shells
struck this boat in the hull a little above the water line, and one
struck in the wheel, but none of them did much damage. One of
them came quartering from the battery above us and lodged in the
bread room, close to the magazine, but did not explode. Another
struck us fair and would have passed on through the bottom, but
was turned from its course by striking one of the deck beams ; it also
did not explode, but lodged in the rake. The Silver Lake was not
quite close enough to engage the batteries, but kept the musketry
silent along the bank above.

In the morning, very early, we again moved down, the Neosho
having [by] this time joined us, but saw nothing of the enemy; the
batteries were removed the night before we -left them. Between 8
and 9 a. m. I met the Carondelet and Fairplay, with the transports
]ust below where the lower battery stood during the night. Learn-
ing that all was clear below, I returned to Nashville with the gun-
boats and transports.
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Notwithstanding the darkness and haziness of the night, all the
boats were well maneuvered and did their several parts in the best

manner. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford handled his ves-

sel splendidly in rounding to under the enemy's fire, to keep out of
my way while backing up. All the commanding officers carried out
their instructions fully and did their work well ; the officers and men
under [me] behaved in the best manner.
Acting Master W. C. Coulson, executive officer of this vessel, had

charge of the gun deck and worked the guns with marked rapidity

and precision. He had every contingencj^ prepared for, in stopping
shot holes, extinguishing fire, etc.; but it is hard to discriminate

where all are so eminently deserving.

It seems almost a miracle that amid so many shots and volleys oi

musketry we should escape without the loss of a single man and no
injurJ' to the boats.

The numbers of rounds fired were as follows: Carondelet, 26;

Fairj}lay, 37 ; Moose, 59 ; Reindeer, 19 ; Silver La/ee, 6.

I am not able to say what execution we did, as darkness covered

all, but we drove them from their guns and back from the river,

recapturing the steamers they had captured in the early part of

the evening before they had time to destroy them, made them aban-

don most of the forage they were taking from the vessels, and caused

them to let many of their prisoners escape.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,

Commanding Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Hear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Enclosed I send reports of the commanding officers of the vessels

engaged.

[Subenclosure.]

U. S. S. Carondelet,

Off Nashville, Tenn., December ki l&6h-

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following account of the part

taken by this vessel in the operations of last night

:

Agreeably to your order, at 11 : 15 p. m., I got underway and pro-

ceeded down the river from Hyde's Ferry. At 1 a. m. came to a

rebel camp with a battery of 4 guns on the south side of the river

opposite Bell's Mills (two steamers were tied up to the bank, having

been captured by the rebels). As soon as I made it out, I opened

fire on them and steamed slowly by ; after passing, I rounded to and

came up within about 300 yards of them, fired a few shots, then

passed up abreast, and dropped back again. The rebels returned

our fire for about 20 minutes, then fell back from the river. I fired

a shell occasionallv until 2 : 30 a. m. I then went alongside of the

steamers Prairie State and Prinm Donna, made fast to them, and

towed them to the opposite side of the river. After making the

steamers fast, the U. S. S. Fairplay came alongside of them and I

dropped out into the river. Part of the crew of the steamers being

on board, I waited until 5 : 30 a. m. for them to get steam. I then

left them and proceeded down the river about 3^ miles and found
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the steamer Magnet tied up to the bank. I came to and stopped with

her until she could raise steam. I then started up the river with the

Magnet alongside.

Very respectfullv. your obedient servant,
"

C. W. Miller,

Acting Master, Gonvmanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,

Convmanding 10th District, Mississippi Squadron.

U. S. S. Faieplat,

Cumberland River, off Nashville, Tenn., December 5, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part

this vessel took in the action with the rebel battery on the night of

the 3d and the morning of the 4th instant:

Pursuant to your order, I got underway with this vessel and
started from this city at 9 : 30 p. m., following the U. S. S. Oaron-

delet, which vessel was in the lead.

At 1 o'clock a. m., 18 miles below this place and immediately oppo-

site Bell's Mills, I was opened upon by rebel musketry and a battery

of four guns placed in a commanding position on the left bank. The
fire was vigorously returned as I passed the battery and turned the

bend below out of range of their guns.

At Hillsboro Landing, 2 miles below, I came upon the transport

steamers Prairie State and Prima Donna tied to the bank, which had
been captured by the rebels in the afternoon, and then in possession

of rebel infantry, who were engaged in taking away their cargo.

I fired upon them in passing and rounded to below, and in company
with the Carondelet drove the enemy from the steamers and the sur-

rounding hills, killing and wounding many. At 2:45 a. m. this

vessel and the Carondelet made fast to steamers and landed them on
the opposite shore in order to repair damages and put them in run-
ning condition. I remained with them until 4 a. m., when I got
underway and proceeded down the river 4 miles, where the steamer
Magnet, also disabled by the rebel battery, was lying. She was soon
put in order, and at 6 a. m., with the Carondelet and the recaptured
steamers, started up the river. The rebels had withdrawn their
forces from the river when we came up, and everything was clear.

At 8:30 a. m. I met the steamers under your command and pro-
ceeded to Nashville, arriving at 2 p. m. This vessel during the
engagement was struck twice by 12-pound shell, one passing through
between the main and boiler decks a few inches above the forward
part of the boilers, cutting the escape pipe of the port engine. The
other passed through the cabin directly under the pilot house. No
serious damage was done by either shell, both passing entirely
through before exploding. Musketry and canister struck us in
several places.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. J. Groves,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Rot Fitch,
Commanding Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.
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U. S. S. Keindeer, December 6, 186J/.

Sir : I have the honor to report the part taken by this vessel in the
affair of the 4th instant at Bell's Landing, 18 miles below Nashville
on the Cumberland River:

In obedience to your order, at 9 : 30 p. m. o-f the 3d instant I got
underway and followed you down the river. At 12 : 45 a. m. of the
4th instant Ave reached Bell's Landing, and the action commenced by
the Carondelefs opening fire upon a camp in the hollow, followed
by the Fairplay, the Moose, and this vessel, to which the enemy
replied with 9 guns and musketry, the latter occupying the hills

above and below their artillery. Their fire was rapid and warm, but
mostly too high. The night was dark, and the smoke from the guns
settled upon your' vessel and the water so as at times to hide both
from view, and at such times I was forced to suspend my fire to avoid
doing you injury. This circumstance also caused a difficulty with
this vessel, as during the few moments the shore was hidden from
me by the smoke she went broadside to the current and drifted down-
stream toward you. To avoid collision, which then might prove a
disaster, I at once ordered her bow to be run ashore and then swerv-
ing round, stern downstream. By doing so I exposed myself for a
few moments to a raking fire, but without further injury than a few
splinters knocked from my wheel by a bursting shell. As soon as

once more clear of the bank I ran upstream for room to round to,

and then resumed my place near you in the engagement, but before

this was accomplished the enemy's guns were silenced and you had
withdrawn. The action lasted 1 hour and 20 minutes.

At 3 : 30 a. m., by your order, I lashed alongside you, and thus

returned to Nashville, where we arrived at 1 o'clock p. m.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. A. Glassford,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,
Commanding Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.

letter from Ileutenaiit-Cominander Fitch, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Thomas,

V. S. Army, regarding operations at Bell's Mills.

U. S. S. Moose,

Off Nashville, Tenn., December 4, 186^.

General: The enemy has heavy batteries on the river at Bell's

Mills. I went down last night and engaged them and had them
silenced for a time. Two of my boats passed below them and are

still down the river. It was too dark for us to continue the engage-

ment successfully, there being danger of getting our boats foul and
unmanageable.

I am going with the other ironclad to make a reconnoissance in

force this evening.

From the force that we found last night, the appearance of the

batteries, the great number of camp fires, etc., I am led to believe that

Hood's left rests on the river at that point and that Forrest com-

mands them.
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Will you please telegraph to Clarksville forbidding steamers com-

ing above that place and also allow none to leave Nashville for down
the river until the batteries are removed.

The enemy seems to have a heavy force at this end of his Ime.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Koy Fitch,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. 9th and 10th Dists. Miss. Squadron.

Major-General Thomas,
Commanding Army of the Cumberland, Nashville, Tenn.

letter from lieutenant-Commander Fitch, V. S. Navy, to Major-General Thomas
TT. S. Army, announcing cleaning out of battery and recapture of steamers at

Bell's Kills.

U. S. S. Moose,
Gumherland River, December 4, 186^.

General : I have cleaned out the rebel battery and recaptured the

two steamers captured by the enemy last night and driven their left

flank back from the river at that point, though I do not think it safe

for transports to run yet from Clarksville up.

I think Forrest commands the left of Hood's army, as General

Buford's, brigade engaged us last night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. 9th and 10th Dists. Miss. Squadron.

Major-General Thomas,
Commanding Army of the Cumberland, Nashrville, Tenn.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, TJ. S. Navy, to Major-General Thomas,
IT. S. Army, giving the location of Bell's Mills and promising further coopera-
tion by reconnoissance and convoy.

U. S. S. Moose,

Off Nashville, Tenn., December 4^, I86J1,.

General : Your kind note *. of this evening is received. I perceive
you are under a slight error in regard to the position of the battery
which we engaged. The battery we engaged last night was not at

Harpeth Shoals, but at Bell's Mills. It is about 35 miles from here
to Harpeth, while it is only 4 miles to Bell's Mills ; that is, 4 miles by
land, but 18 by river. The river makes a large bend and comes nearly
back of the city. Bell's Landing is in this bend, at the nearest
point to the city. I would have gone down to Harpeth to-day, but I
heard firing in this direction and thought perhaps there would be a
general attack and that my boats might be able to assist you on the
right. The heavy boats are so slow tiiat I would not have been able
to reach here again until to-morrow afternoon. I will make a thor-
ough reconnoissance down there as soon as possible and will inform
you just as soon as I know the river to be clear. I will then try to
arrange regular convoys, but at present, owing to the position of the
enemy's left and the crookedness of the river, it would be best for us

* Not found.
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not to give the rebels the least chance to disable or capture any more
of our boats.

Very resjTectfuUy, your obedient servant,

Le Eoy Fitch,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. 9th and 10th Dists. Miss. Squadron.

Major-Genera] Geohge H. Thomas,
CoTfvmanding Army of the Cumherland, Nashville, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, December 4., I864.

Captain Fitch has cleaned out the rebel battery down the river and
recaptured the two steamers captured last night. He does not think
it safe for transports to run up from Clarksville yet.

Wm. D. Whipple,
Brigadier- General.

Colonel A. A. Smith,
Clarksville.

[Telegram.]

MoxJND City, Decernber.Ji, 186

^

—1 a. m.
(Cipher from Cairo.)

As soon as the ironclads return to Paducah take them into the
Cumberland to patrol that river and convoy transports up and down.

S.P.Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, or
Senior Naval Officer,

Paducah, Ky.

Report of Acting Bear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, regarding measures for coopera-
tion in the Cumberland River.

No. 41.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, December 4, 1864.

Sir : On Saturday night, the 25th [26th] ultimo, I received a con-

lidential telegram from Major-General Thomas, requesting me to

order a reconnoissance by ironclads of the uppec Tennessee, as he was
anxious to know whether Hood, who was threatening Columbia, had
his whole force with him or not.

The Neosho was already at Smithland, and on Sunday night I dis-

patched the Carondelet, hurriedly prepared for service, with orders

to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch to conduct the reconnoissance with
the two vessels, and went myself to Paducah and Smithland the folr

lowing morning, where I learned that the enemy was threatening

General Thomas's communications on the Cumberland, which decided

me to order the ironclads (which had not yet started up the Ten-
nessee) to convoy General A. J. Smith's transports up the Cumber-
land to Nashville.

On the 30th ultimo I received a telegram of that date from General
Thomas, who had not then received my communication written Mon-
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day, 28th, at noon, at Paducah, notifying him of this change and my
reason for making it, asking me to send the ironclads to protect his

transports on the Cumberland, and stating that he had been com-
pelled to fall back and concentrate on Nashville, Hood having a

superior cavalry force, but expressing confidence of his ability to

drive Hood back as soon as he could get his cavalry from Louisville.

On receipt of this dispatch I directed Lieutenant-Commander Fitch
to remain in the Cumberland, convoying transports and patrolling

the river, and so notified General Thomas, who acknowledged this

telegram and my letter of the 28th ultimo by telegraph on the 1st

instant, with his grateful thanks for the judicious change I had made
in the disposition of the ironclads.

The repairs to the Cincinnati will be completed to-day (Sunday),
and I will take her to-night up the Cumberland and will communi-
cate in person with General Thomas.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S.P.Lee,
Acting Rear-Admral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral lee, V. S. Navy, referring to operations at Bell's

Mills, lenn., December 4.

No. 43.] Mississippi Squadron, IJ. S. S. Cincinnati,
Clarksville, Tenn., December 8, 1864.

Sir : Lieutenant-Commander Fitch defeated and drove from the
river the left wing of Hood's Army under General [Abraham]
Buford on 4th instant with heavy loss to the enemy, including several
prominent officers, and (I hear) recaptured two transports from the
enemy. We lost none killed.

The Cincinnati being at last, and after much effort, completed,
I left Smithland in her on the 5th for the purpose of aiding Gen-
eral Thomas; but owing to the low stage of water in this river, can
not get to Nashville, and am protecting a large amount of valuable
Government property here. I may be detained some time in this
river, but my address will remain unchanged. I shall not receive
my mail with any regularity, however.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of tlie Navy,. Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, Tenn., December 6, J864.
Gunboats will soon start for Clarksville. Send back under convoy

such transports as may be there waiting.

Wm. D. Whippij;,

_, , , .
Brigadier-General, etc.

Colonel A. A. Smith,
Clarlcsville. Tenn.
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[Telegram.]

Clarksville, December 7, 1861^.

Gunboats have not arrived. Forty-second Missouri went to Fort
Donelson yesterday. Rebel General Lyon is between the rivers
somewhere, with from 900 to 2,000 men—reported. I sent scouts
yesterday ; they did not discover his location. There are five trans-
ports here and one hospital boat. General Cooper's command moved
this 5 a. m. for Nashville.

A. A. Smith,
Colonel, CommaTiding.

Major-General Thomas.

Report of Llentenant-Commander Fitch, V. S. Navy, transmitting communica-
tions regarding second engagement at Bell's Mills, December 6, and operations
near Nashville to December 16.

U. S. S. Moose,
Oif Nashville, Tenn., December 17, 1864.

Sm : I have the honor to submit the following report of my opera-
tions here since the 4th instant, the date of my last letter

:

On the 6th instant I started down the river with the NeosTio, some
of the light boats, and a number of transports under convoy.

Before starting I put the convoy under charge of Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant H. A. Glassford, and went myself on the Neosho. I took
the precaution before starting to instruct Acting Volunteer Lieuten-
ant Glassford to keep the convoy fleet between 2 and 3 miles above
me. When nearly opposite Bell's Mills, about 18 miles below here^

we discovered a large rebel force and were at once opened upon by a

very heavy volley of musketry and some fourteen pieces of artillery

above, abreast ot, and below ns. I at once directed the pilots to run
slow, and returned the fire. We then went on down abreast of the

lower battery, stopped, rounded to, and came back till abreast of

the middle battery and nearly midway between their upper and their

lower guns; here I stopped and used grape and canister against the

enemy, and at the same time was receiving a concentrated fire from all

their "guns, but this was the best position I could get to use the can-

ister, "l could not hurt them from above nor from below, owing to

the shape of the river and the natural protection they had chosen

behind the spurs of hills. I had also great faith in the endurance

of the Neosho, and therefore chose this position as the most favorable

one to test her strength and at the same time use canister and grape

at from 20 to 30 yards range. Our fire was slow and deliberate, but

soon had the effect to scatter the enemy's sharpshooters and infantry,

but owing to the elevated position of the batteries directly over us,

we could do but little injury. The enemy'^s fire was terrific, and in a

very few minutes everything perishable on our decks was completely

demolished. I lay in this position about two and a half hours, and
finding that the enemy's shot and shell were cutting away the summer
pilot house and letting it down so as to hide the fighting pilot house,

and obstruct our sight, I steamed on up the river again, and met the

fleet under convoy. Seeing that it would be impossible to get the

transports below the batteries without losing several, I sent them
back to Nashville under convoy of the Fairplay and Silver Lake. I

then cleared all the rubbish off of the Neosho''s deck and went down
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the second time, taking the Garondelet. I had her made fast to the

bank above with instructions not to open till I went down and drew

the enemy's fire, which would show their position. I went on down
in the Neosho, entirely below the guns this time, rounded to, came
back, and stopped as before. As I went down the battery opened as

at first and then the Carondelet also engaged them. This time I

think we disabled two of their guns, and toward dark their guns

were about silent. We passed up again just after dark, but were
only saluted with two guns as we passed and then could get no more
responses. The locality the enemy had chosen was such that but

one boat could engage the batteries at a time with any effect, and
then the rebels had greatly the advantage. "We were so far below
them that to clear the banks it was impossible to keep from elevat-

ing over them. Their batteries were of various calibers, but the

greater number were, I think, 20-pounder rifle steel guns, with here

and there a heavier one.

During the day the Neosho was struck over a hundred times, but

received no injury whatever.
After dark I returned to the end of our line, about 6 miles below

the city.

The' 7th instant we were employed coaling and mending one of
the Neosho^s steam pipes, which was leaking badly, and also repairing

one of the Carondelefs boilers, which was also leaking badly. From
the 7th till the 15th little was done below, owing to the severity of
the weatiier, and very low water

;
yet nothing was lost by this delay,

as it was not then the object to drive the rebel batteries entirely

away from the river, but rather to induce them to remain till the
army was ready to move, as they were in such a position that we
could not capture them as long as the left wing of the enemy held
the position it then occupied. Enclosed please find copies of com-
munications from General Thomas's headquarters, marked "A" and
" C," which will show nearly the programme pursued.

"Wliile the boats were inactive below some were successfully engaged
above. I sent Acting Master John H. Rice (who had temporary
command of the BrUliant during the illness of Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Charles G. Perkins) and Acting Master Edmund Morgan,
U. S. S. Springfield, up the river to Carthage to cooperate with the
army in that quarter. A copy of a letter enclosed, from Brigadier
General [John H.] Hammond, marked " B," will show in what man-
ner that service was performed.
On the 11th I was informed by General [J. L.] Donaldson, chief

quartermaster, that a number of steamers and barges were up near
the mouth of Stone's River after wood, and that he wished to get
them down, as the rebels were about bringing in batteries to capture
them. I sent Acting Master Edmund Morgan up to bring them
below (enclosed is a copy of my letter to him), which was success-
fully accomplished that night, and next morning at daylight a rebel
battery was posted to intercept them, but fortunately too late to carry
out the design.

About 10 p. m. of the 14th I received a note from headquarters,
a copy of which is enclosed, marked " C." At daylight I got under
way with the following boats, viz, Neosho, Carondelet, Moose, Rein-
deer; Fairplay, Brilliant, and Silver Lake, for the purpose of attract-
ing the attention of the batteries while our troops were moving to



NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 651

the rear. I sent the Neosho, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Samuel
Howard, on down to go below the batteries, feel their strength, and
then return.

The Neosho was only to engage them to attract their attention.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Howard then returned to where I was,
just above their works, and reported but four guns in position. These
I could easily have silenced and driven off, but our army had not yet
advanced sufficiently to insure their capture. I therefore maneuvered
around above them till in the afternoon, when our cavalry had
reached the desired position in the rear; the Neosho and Carondelet
then moved down again and the rebels, finding the position they were
in, had tried to remove their guns, but were too late; our cavalry
closed in and took them with but little resistance. Our object having
been thus far successfully carried out, the Neosho and Carondelet
then moved down to opposite Bell's Mills, took position, and tied
up to the right bank to assist our cavalry that was at the time
considerably annoyed by a rebel battery of four guns situated on
the side of a hill back from the river about half a mile. A few
rounds of shell and shrapnel from our heavy guns, together with
the firing from one of our land batteries planted on a hill above us,

soon silenced the rebels and scattered the supporting column. I think
this battery also fell into possession of our cavalry.

It was now getting dark very fast, and not Imowing the exact
position our forces had taken the firing on our part ceased and the
boats were' withdrawn a short distance above, where they remained
till daylight next morning, when we again dropped down and found
our forces in entire and undisputed possession of the field. Having
accomplished all that I could on this end of the line I returned at

once to Nashville, and not having received any reports from Acting
Master Morgan, whom I had left above the city to give me informa-
tion of movements there, I sent Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glass-

ford on up the river with the Reindeer, Silver Lake, and Fairplay
to ascertain the condition of affairs in that locality. Having made
the desired reconnoissance as far up as Stone's River and finding all

quiet, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford returned during the

night. I was considerably annoyed by Acting Master Morgan's not
reporting to me and keeping me informed of affairs above, as he
should have done. I could not therefore pass the matter over with-

out censuring him for neglect in this particular and for not exhibit-

ing a little more enthusiasm and energy. I am happy to state that

our participation in the stirring events of the last fortnight has been
attended without the loss of life on our side, and with but slight

injury' to any of the boats. Some six or eight men in the turret of

the Neosho were somewhat bruised and scratched in the face by a

shell striking the muzzle of one of the guns and exploding, but in

fact our casualties are too trivial to mention.

I am much indebted to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. A. Glass-

ford and all the commanding officers for their promptness, energy,

and efficiency in carrying out my instructions and assisting me when-
ever it lay in their power. In fact, every officer and man in the

command exhibited that zeal and energy worthy of the highest

praise.

Before closing this report I desire to bring to your favorable notice

John Ditzenback, quartermaster on the Neosho. During the engage-
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ment of the forenoon of the 6th instant all our flag and signal staffs

on the Neosho were shot away and the flag lay drooping over the

wheelhouse. As soon as we had passed the upper battery, and while

yet under fire of the enemy's artillery and musketry, Pilot John H.
Ferrell, of this vessel, who was with me on the Neosho, and John
Ditzenback, quartermaster on board of that vessel, went out of the

pilot house and, taking the flag from where it lay, tied it up to the

stump of the main signal staff, which was the highest mast we had
remaining.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Rot Fitch,
Lieut. Comdr., Commamding 10th District Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Comtnanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

[Enclosures.]

A.

Headquarters Department of the Cttmberland,
Nashville, Tenn., Decernber 13, 1864.

I have the honor, by direction of the major-general commanding,
to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of this date, and
in reply I am instructed to say that should there really be a change
of weather and a rise in the river result sufficient to enable you to

move your fleet with facility, it is the desire of the major-general
commanding to have you cooperate in any move which may take place

against the enemy, by engaging the batteries on the river below the
city, and thus attracting their attention while the troops are in mo-
tion against the enemy's position. The major-general commanding
returns his thanks for your cordial cooperation heretofore, as well
as for the tender of your services in future movements, of which
timely notice will be given you. The major-general commanding
will be much indebted to you if you will have the river above the
city as far up as Carthage—if you can go up so far—patrolled by
one or two boats of your fleet constantly, in order that any move-
ment on the part of the enemy in that direction may be instantly
detected.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Robert H. Ramsey,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,
Commanding Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.

B.

Cairo Landing, [Tenn.], December 7, 1861^.

Sir: I have just, through the aid of the steamer Brilliant, under
Acting Master J. H. Rice, made a highly useful scout through the
country as far as Lebanon.

I was entirely uninformed as to the assistance to be afforded me,
and was therefore not prepared, but Captain Rice placed his boats
at my disposal at once, and by his activity and efficient management
enabled me to cross nearly 225 men and horses and recross them with-
out accident or injury.
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Allow me to thank you sincerely for this cooperation on the part
of the force under your command. My relations with the Navy have
always been pleasant and successful, and I hope they may remain
so. I will be glad to do anything I can in return.
In order to properly watch the numerous crossings and country

in my front and the country beyond, I will probably again require
your assistance, as I have by order destroyed all means of crossing.
Again thanking you and Captain Eice in immediate conmiand,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. Hammond,
Brevet Brigadier-General.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,
Gom/mwnding Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.

C.

Headquarters Department or the Cumberland,
Nashville, Tenn., December i^, 1864.—8 p. m.

I have the honor, by direction of the major-general commanding,
to inform you that the enemy will be attacked at an early hour in the

morning. If you can drop down the river and engage their bat-

teries on the river bank, it will be excellent cooperation, for which
the major-general commanding will be much obliged. It is very
probable that these river batteries of the enemy will be attacked in

rear by our forces, and it is very desirable and necessary that your
fire does not injure the attacking force, and to this end it is advisable

you should be informed of the proposed attack.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Robert H. Ramsey,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch,

Cormnanding Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.

V. S. S. Moose,
Below Nashville, Tenn., December 11, 186]^.

Sir : There are some barges and steamers up the river about the

mouth of Stone's River which it is desired to bring below, as it is

believed the rebels are about to establish a battery at or near that

point. I think that, with due precaution, judgment, and quick ac-

tion, you can accomplish this work. You must be very cautious,

and be sure to keep your vessel and the steamers while getting the

barges in such a position as not to let the enemy get batteries below or

abreast of you. This is a delicate and important duty, and in trust-

ing it to you I hope the result will be every way successful and

creditable to the Navy. I would send the Neosho, but at the present

stage of water and severity of the weather it is almost impossible to

do anything with her.

Respectfully, etc.,

Le Roy Fitch,

Lieut. Commcmder, Comdg. 10th District Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Master E. Morgan,
Commanding U. S. S. Springfield.
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[Telegram ]

Claeksville, December 7, 186Jf.

Am coaling. Where is Fitch ? Please acquaint him with my arrival.

Shall ascend as far as the fast-falling river allows.

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Nashvillje, December 7, 186^—9: 15 p. m.

Your dispatch of 8 p. m. is just received. Captain Fitch is here

and will go down the river at daylight to-morrow morning as far

as Harpeth Shoals.
Geo. H. Thomas,

Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Clarksville.

[Telegram. ]

NASHVH,tE, December 8, 186^.

General Thomas is out on the lines. General Whipple has taken
your dispatches to him and will answer you as soon as possible, in an
hour at outside.

Henry Stone,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Acting Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Missisippi Squadron, Clarksville, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

NASHVIIX.E, December 8, 186^..

I have just come in and will be happy to talk with you.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-GenerdL, Commanding.

Acting Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Clarksville, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Clarksville, December 8, 1864.

I am in the telegraph office to talk with you and settle on plan.
I will sta}^ here most willingly, taking chance of wintering here if

you think it best, or even wish it.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral,

General Thomas.
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[Telegram.]

Claeksville, Decemher 8, I864..

Please reply to my offer.

S. P. Lee,
Rear-Admiral.

Major-General G. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Immediate.] Nashville, December 8, 186^.

_I was out on the lines when your dispatch came. I will be gi-eatly

obliged if you will remain until we get rid of the enemy, or until

the river rises.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron, Glarhsville, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Clakksville, December 8, 186^—J^ : JfS p. m.

Your telegram received. I Avill cheerfully remain here, as you
desire. Please inform Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, who has not.

communicated with me to-day, as he proposed, of this. Can you
send a cipher operator here?

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-General G. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Claeksville, XDecem.her'] 8, 186^—11 a. m.

Since telegraphing you I have seen the harbor master, who informs
me this vessel can not cross Davis's Ripple, and my pilots state that

unless I go down immediately this deep-draft vessel can not get out

of the river and will in all probability have to remain all winter.

I therefore now return down the river. Have seen the colonel com-
manding and offered to convoy what transports he may wish to send

away, though General Donaldson's telegram provides for keeping

them here. I will attend to General Lyon's force, which, I am
informed, will attempt to cross the river below this. I deeply regret

not having met a rise to allow a junction of my force to cooperate

against the batteries which are now inaccessible to my ironclads.

S: p. Lee.

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

Major-General G. H. Thomas.
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[Telegram.]

Clarksvidue, December 8, 1864.-12:30 p. m.

Telegram received. I will take the convoy down, as you desire,

or will remain to take the chance of wintering here if you think it

iustifiable.

S. P. Lee,
Bear-Admiral.

Major-General G. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Clarksville, December 8. 1864:

Best pilots here report 5 feet 4 inches on Harpeth Shoals and river

falling rapidly, especially below. My pilots urge that this heavy
vessel can not get up and can not get over the bars below unless she

moves down immediately. Please ascertain if there is a reasonable

prospect of a rise above. Do you wish convoy down given to trans-

ports now here, or shall they stay irrespective of my movements,
which must be governed by the stage of the river ? Cincinnati must
not be caught above the bars.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-AdmAral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General G. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, Tenn., December 8, 1864—S:30 p. m.
Your three dispatches of 11 a. m. and 12:30 p. m., and a later

dispatch not timed, have just been handed to me. They were taken
by one of my staff officers to follow me up while on the lines, and he
has just returned. I regret not having received them sooner. As
I write this, your dispatch of 4:45 p. m. has just been handed me
from telegraph office. Will inform Lieutenant-Commander Fitch as

you request, and will send you a cipher operator if they have one
here.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, Commanding V. S. Vohmieers.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Clarksville.

[Telegram.]

NASHvnOiE, December 8, 1864—7 P- m-

I have just received a report from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch,

who says he is informed that the enemy has crossed the river below
Harpeth. I will be much obliged, if the Cincinnati can get up to the

Harpeth Shoals, if you patrol the river between Clarksville and
Harpeth Shoals and destroy their pontoon bridge, if they have one
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laid down. I shall thank you if you will ascertain the truth of the
report of the enemy's crossing the river.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General^ V. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Clarksville.

[Telegram.]

Clabksville, December 8, 186

^

—8:Jf5 p. m.
Your two telegrams of 5:30 and 7 pm. just received. I am in-

formed here that this ironclad can not cross Davis's Ripple, which is

]5 miles from here and considered the foot of Harpeth Shoals. My
pilot says Cumberland River shoals gradually from Davis's Ripple,
where there is now 7 feet, rather less than we draw, to Harpeth
River, and the head of Harpeth Shoals is 2 miles farther up, at

Harpeth Island, where the shoalest water is, but it runs swift there.

It is unfortunate that the enemy is now inaccessible to the iron-

clads along an extent of 17 miles. If I move up to Davis's Ripple,
this place will be left exposed, and I am told the water runs swift

there, which would not be as favorable to crossing as some inter-

mediate portion of the shoal, with landings and with roads leading

to and fronf it.

I will, however, reconnoiter to the foot of the shoal if desired. It

is likely the enemy would cross at the landing marked " Williams "

on the map and called Hinton's on the lower point of Harpeth River.

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Geo. H. Thomas.

letter from lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Thomas,

TJ. S. Army, giving information of the movements of the enemy near Eobin-

son's Island.

U. S. S. Neosho,
Robinson's Island, December 8, 1864-.

General: There is a portion of the enemy—cavalry, I think

—

across fhe river, and, I suppose, foraging. The force is represented

to be pretty strong. They were moving up the river to strike the

Springfield pike, taking cattle and everything within reach. They
crossed well down the river, below the mouth of Harpeth, I am told.

The water is getting so low that I can not get down that far with

the heavy boats. I asked the admiral by telegraph this morning to

let the Cincinnati come up as far as possible ; she ought to get neai

that point. I will go down as far as possible with these boats, but

fear I can not more than reach Ashland. If I get aground, the boats

will be useless, as the river is falling so fast that I fear we can not

get off again before a rise. I will have to move down without the

102008°—N w B—VOL 26—13 42
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company of soldiers, as it would not now be safe for only one com-

pany to venture on the reconnoissance. I will try to get back as soon

as possible, but may be detained a day or two, but, if possible, will

get to where they crossed, and if there is a pontoon will destroy it.

I could not stop to gather further information, as I wished to get the

word to you as soon as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Eot Fnx3H,

Lieut. Comdr., Gomdg. Tenth, District Mimssipfi Squadron.

Major-General George H. Thomas,
Commanding Army of the Cum,l>erland, Nashville, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Clakksville, December 8, 1864.

Quartermaster Donaldson's dispatch to Captain Williams just

shown me. From want of water, the Cincinnati can not remain
here, and there is no other gunboat here. Your final dispositions

in regard to transports should be promptly made. I move down.
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral^ Com/manMng Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General G. H. Thomas,

[Telegram. ]

Nashvhjle, December 8, 1864-.

Your two dispatches just received. Under the .circumstances I
think it would be advisable to take the transports down with you,
and will be obliged if you will convoy them.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, ClarksviUe, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Clarksvhjje, December 8, 186^—ll:30'a. m.
If there is a probability of the enemy planting a battery on the

south side of the river to destroy transports, I would suggest that
they drop back to Fort Donelson, where, under the bluff, they would
be comparatively safe. Admiral Lee is compelled to leave here for
want of water. I have no news of an enemy m this vicinity.

A. A. Smith,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Brigadier-General Whipple,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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letter from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford, V. S. Navy, to Uajor-General
Thomas, XT. S. Army, regarding reoonnoissance of TT. S. steamers Brilliant and
Springfield to Carthage, Tenn.

U. S. S. Silver Lake, December 8, 186^.
Geneeal: The gunboats Brilliant and Springfield have just re-

turned from up river. There is no force on the river between this
point and Carthage. Breckinridge is reported at Sparta with about
3,000 men, though with what reliability we can not say.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. A. Glassford,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, V. S. Navy.

Major-Greneral George H. Thomas,
Commanding Army of the Cumberland, Nashville. Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Cipher.] NASHViixiE, December 8, 186Jf
—9 : 30 p. m.

No material change has been discovered in the enemy's position to-

day. He attempted to advance his picket line on the Franklin Eoad,
but was driven back. With every exertion on the part of General
Wilson he will not be able to get his force of cavalry in condition to

move before Sunday. I have a report from the river as high up as

Carthage. No body of the enemy can be seen or heard of. I also

have information that there is no enemy between Carthage and
Albany, Ky. There are two ironclads above Harpeth Shoals, on the
Cumberland Eiver, and Admiral Lee is at Clarksville with the Cin-
cinnati. I have requested him to patrol the river from Clarksville to

Harpeth so as to discover and effectually prevent any attempt of the
enemy to cross below.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Corrvmanding.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
Washington, D. C.

Order of Uajor-General Smith, V. S. Army, to Colonel Hoore, TT. S. Army, regard-
ing the services of the XT. S. S. Uoose.

Headquarters Detachment Army of the Tennessee,
Nashville, Tenn., December 8, 1864-

Colonel : The major-general commanding directs me to state that

the U. S. S. Moose (a tinclad) will be at the extremity of your lines

on the river, and he desires that you send one large company of in-

fantry on board with one day's rations as a guard for the boat. The
boat will return to-day.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. Hough,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Colonel J. B. Moore,
Commanding Third Division.
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'

[Telegram.]

CiiARKSvrLiiE, Tenn., December 9, 1864-

I reconnoitered the river to-day as far as the best pilots thought

practicable, but saw nor heard nothing of interest.

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Gorrumanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General G. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, December 9, 1864.

Your dispatch of 8:45 p. m. is received. It was not my inten-

tion, in requesting to have the river patrolled up to Harpeth, to wish
the gunboat to remain there, but simply that the position be recon-
noitered, so as to ascertain whether there was any truth in the re-

ported crossing of the enemy below Harpeth. I shall be obliged
to you if you will have the river patrolled as proposed, and I will

request Lieutenant-Commander Fitch to have the same done from
this point down to Harpeth.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, V. S. Volunteers, Com/manding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
ClarJcsville.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, Decemher 9, 1864—8:30 p. m^
Your dispatch of this date is just received. If you have any gun-

boats at Clarksville with you I will be obliged if you will send as
many as you can spare to Smithland to convoy transports with
cavalry on board as far up the river as Clarksville. I have not heard
from Captain Fitch since he started down the river this morning.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Majar-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Clarksville.

[Telegram.]

Clarksville, December 9, 1864—10 p. m.
Telegram received. Unfortunately all the gunboats of this divi-

sion are above the shoals, none here. I expect two at Smithland
to-morrow or next day, prepared to convoy.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-General G, H. Thomas.
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[Telegram.]

Nashville, Decemler 11, 186
Ii.
—^ p. m.

Colonel Smith at Clarksville reports the capture [9th] by rebel
General Lyon of two steamers, and the crossing of the river by his
force on the captured boats. I have the honor to request whether
you can not send down the river and recapture the boats and destroy
the enemy's force. If you can do so, I shall be much indebted to
you, as it is very important service. The boats were captured at
Cumberland City.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, TJ. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Clarksville.

[Telegram.]

Flagship Cincinnati,
Cipher.] Clarksville, December 11, 186^—6 p. m.
Your telegram is just brought off by the cipher operator. It is

probable, from the personal reports of the steamboat captain and
pilots, that three boats have been captured and destroyed by the
enemy, and that General Lyon has crossed the river. I should im-
mediately, upon hearing of the enemy's operations, have gone down
the river to the point of crossing, but that it is below a shoal where
there is not water enough for this vessel. Colonel Smith has sent

me word that the rebels were coming into the lower part of this

town, and, since, that he believes their movement is a feint. I ex-

pect two gunboats and two transports with ammunition for Fitch
up the river to-night or to-morrow morning, and am further disap-

pointed at not being able to meet and convoy them.
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral.
Major-General G. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Cipher.] Clarksville, Tenn., December 13, 1864—4^ 30 p. m.

The commanding officer of the gunboat Peosta, stationed at Padu-
cah, telegraphs, under date of 11th, 6 p. m., that he had just been

93 miles up the Tennessee Kiver, where he learned that General Lyon
had crossed on the evening of the 8th with 2,000 cavalry and two
pieces of artillery, marching for Clarksville. The Peosta towed to

Paducah two large barges and two boats, in which the rebels crossed

the Tennessee Kiver. I hear there were two hay barges left at John-

sonville after the affairs of November 4. I infer that the presence

of this vessel diverted the rebels from making an attack on the trans-

ports here and induced them to take up a position below bars which

we could not cross at the present stage of water. I have no intelli-

gence from my gunboats, which are due here to-day.

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Adrrdral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Thomas.
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[Telegram.]

Cipher.] Claeksville, Tenn., December 13, I86I1.—8: 30 p. m.

Please see my telegram of this date and time to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Fitch. Will give convoy down to convoy transports as soon

as you wish. Lieutenant Naile heard at Cumberland City that Gen-
eral Lyon had two guns at Paducah and Fort Donelson. General

Lyon was reported to have from five to nine guns. Naile heard along

the river that Lyon had gone to Hopkinsville. Two or three trans-

ports declined convoy from Smithland. The brigade of cavalry had
not arrived there. I will have three good tinclads to convoy it up as

soon as those here return.

S. P. Lee,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Cipher.] Ciarksvilmi, Tenn., December 13, 186If
—8: 30 p. m.

Your two telegrams of 8th instant sent to Mound City just received
by gunboats Nos. 19, 33, and 15, which bring two coal barges and a
full regulation supply of ammunition for you. The Benefit left

Smithlaild at 1 a. m. Sunday for Louisville with the ammunition de-
sired. What sort of works and guns did you engage on the 8th.

where, and with what effect? The endurance of the Neosho is gratify-
ing. Lieutenant Naile was delayed by searching for rebel ammuni-
tion opposite Cumberland City, where he captured nine boxes of
carbine cartridges and one caisson. I will give army transports con-
voy from here as soon as desired.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-AdmAral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Hoy Fitch.

[Telegram.]

Clarksvim^, Tenn., December IS, 186Jf—11:30 p. m.
Your telegram of 11th instant is just received. Lieutenant Naile,

with two gunboats convoying two naval transports loaded with 100
rounds of ammunition for your vessels and towing two coal barges
were to have left Smithland last Sunday morning. I have no in-
telligence of him since he left Mound City Saturday morning. The
Peosta returned to Paducah Sunday morning with two large barges
and two boats, in which Forrest crossed the Tennessee River near
Welch Bridge on the evening of the 8th instant.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch.
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[Telegram.]

Nashville, Tenn., December 13, 186^—9 p. m.
(Eeceived 8 a. m., 14th.)

There is no change in the enemy's position in my front to-day. At
length there are indications of a favorable change in the weather,
and as soon as there is I shall move against the enemy, as everything
is ready and prepared to assume the offensive. I have heard from
Clarksville to-day, the wires being in working order to that place.
Two gunboats and a transport had arrived there from below and re-
port that the rebel General Lyon's means of recrossing the Cumber-
land were destroyed. I have ample force in pursuit of him to effectu-
ally destroy him, and I have no apprehension about the Louisville
and Nashville Eailroad. The Cumberland Eiver is constantly
I.)atrolled as high up as Carthage, and there is no evidence of the
presence of the enemy in that direction. I am in hopes of a sufficient

rise in the river to enable me to use the gunboats in reopening the
Cumberland as far as Nashville.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commamiing.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
Washington, D. C.

letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, TT. S. Navy, to Major-General Thomas,
IT. S. Army, responding to request for a patrol of the river above Nashville.

U. S. S. Moose,
Below NashvUle, Decerriber 13, 186J^.

Captain : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let-

ter * of this date. I will have a patrol of the river kept up above as

requested and do all in my power to fill all the wishes the general

commanding may designate. I sincerely hope that we may before this

time to-morrow be cheered by better prospects as to weather and
water. If the weather and water will permit, I will surely give the

rebel batteries below sufficient amusement to keep them occupied, and
at the same time try to induce them to bring as many guns on the

river as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Eot Fitch,

Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.

Captain Egbert H. Eamset,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Nash/ville, Tenn.

letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, V. S. Navy, to Major-General Thomas,

U. S. Army, requesting timely notice in case of required cooperation.

U. S. S. Moose,
Below Nashville, Decemher 13, 1864.

General : The indication of the weather is such to-day I think we
may soon look for a change, probably by morning. If you make any

* See p. 652.
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move in which I can be of any service, please give me timely notice,

as the river is now so low that I can not move but one of the heavy

boats, and I will have to drop her down below Eobinson's Island by

hand; that is, by lines, which will be slow work; it is so bad there

that I can not trust to steam to take her through. If there is a

change in the weather so that the men can move on the monitor to

handle her, I will commence moving in the morning early.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Eot Fitch,

Lieut. Gomdr., Comdg. Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Geokge H. Thomas,
Commanding Army of the Curnierland, NashviUe, Tenn.

Order of Brevet Major-General Wilson, V. S. Army, to Brigadier-General Johnson,

II. S. Army, for the capture of battery at Bell's landing when attacked by

gunboat.

Hdqes. Cavaley Corps,

Mhjtart Division of the Mississippi,

Nashville, Tenn., December IJf, 1864-.

General: I am instructed to inform you that Commodore Fitch

will drop down in the morning and open on the rebel battery at BeU's

Landing., This battery is opposite and near Davidson's house as was
supposed' and the general commanding thinks, by moving with

rapidity, you can capture it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. J. Alexander,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Brigadier-General R. W. Johnson,
CoTMnanding Sixth Division Cavalry Corps.

[Telegram.]

Claeksville, Tenn., Decemher llf., 186^—11 a. m.

I am ready to give convoy down. Please say if convoy is required

up ? When ? Whether of freight or troops ?

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Corwmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General G. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Cipher.]

Clarksville, Tenn., December 14, 1864—1 -'30 p. m.
(Received 2 : 50 p. m.)

Yours received since mine of 11 a. m. Yesterday Lieutenant Naile
saw the burned wrecks of four steamboats near Cumberland City
and captured one large barge on right bank there. Lyon has no
visible means of recrossing. I can not pronounce transports perfectly
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safe on a long, shoal, crooked, and narrow river, with high banks
and hills, where a mounted enemy with artillery occupying the coun-
try is ready to attack them suddenly in different localities. Our rifle-

proof river steam gunboats can generally protect transports, but there

is unavoidable risk in places in such convoys, especially in troops and
cavalry, which ought not to be encumbered unnecessarily by the trans-

ports. The best plan is to capture the batteries, and I am glad to hear
you have the means of preventing Lyon's stay or escape inland.

Quartermaster here will not be ready until to-morrow afternoon.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral^ Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Cipher.] Nashviixe, December 14., 1864—^ ?• '"'•

Your dispatches of 11 a. m. and 1 : 30 p. m. are received.

I am of opinion that it would be best for the transports now at

Clarksville to go down the river as soon as unloaded. Perhaps it

would be well not to bring up any convoy from Smithland for the

present, but let all- transports remain there until Lyon is disposed

of and the river is safe. I shall be obliged to you if you will continue

to have the river constantly patrolled and report to me any movements

discovered.
*

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, GommanJding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Clarksville.

[Telegram.]

Paducah, Kt., December H, 1864.

Admtrm. : Can you inform me about the movements of Lyon ? Has
he crossed the river yet ? Please answer.

S. Meredith,

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,.

Clarksville, Tenn.

Brigadier-General.

[Telegram.]

Paducah, Kt., December 14, 1864-

Admiral: Please allow Captain Thomas E. Smith and gunboat

Peosta to remain here. I would like to send him up the river on a

reconnoissance. I am about to take the field against Lyon at Danville

and want to find out all particulars about his movements.

Respectfully,
S. Meredith,

Brigadier-General.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Clarksville, Tenn.
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[Teleieram.]

Clarksville, Tenn., December H, 186

^

—6:15 p. m.

Your two telegrams of this date just received. Lyon understood to

be at Hopkinsvflle. Have no knowledge that he has recrossed the

river. I now telegraph gunboat Peosta to make the reconnoissance

you wish as far as practicable, though she is wanted to convoy on the

Cumberland. Captain Smith will always comply with your request

when not incompatible with the duty assigned him by myself or his

division officers.

S. P. Lee,
RearAd/miral, Gommanding.

Brigadier-General S. Meredith.

[Telegram.]

Cipher.] Nashville, Tenn., December 11^.^ 186Ji.

—8: 30 p. m.

Your two telegrams of 4 : 30 p. m. and 8 : 30 p. m. yesterday are

received.

I have no doubt that the presence of your ironclad at Clarksville

prevented Lyon from moving up opposite that place and destroying

the transports. General Meredith telegraphed me of the reconnois-

sance of your gunboat up the Tennessee Eiver. As I hear from all

directiofis that Lyon has gone to Hopkinsville, I think the trans-

ports now at Clarksville could be convoyed down the river with per-

fect safety. Although not so stated in your dispatch, I infer from
what you have said that Lyon's means of crossing the Cumberland
have either been taken possession of or destroyed, and as I have a
force after Lyon I have great hopes of capturing him.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, Com,7iMmding

.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Clarksville.

[Telegram.]

Clarksville, Tenn., December 15, 1864—6:45 a. m.
I sent two gunboats at 4 o'clock this morning, accompanied by

an Army transport and twenty men furnished by Colonel Smith,
which destroyed about twenty of Lyon's canoes and skiffs and brought
away two artillery barges found near Cumberland and in creeks.
None of burned transports interfere with channel.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Bear-Admired, etc.

General Thomas.

„. , ^ [Telegram.]
Cipher.]

Clarksville, Tenn., December 15, 1864.-—S:30 p. m.
(Received 7 : 15 p. m.)

Telegram just received from commanding officer of Black Hawk,
at Smithland. Reports force of 900 rebels, with 2 guns, at Eddyville.
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Three gunboats convoying transports from here had got off before
it was received here. I have ordered an ironclad and heavy gun-
boats, just arrived at Mound City, from there to Eddyville, thence
as far up as stage of water will allow.

S.P.Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commandinff Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Geo. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Clarksville, Tenn., December 15, 1864—^ P- m-
Conimanding officer of the Black Hawk telegraphs that transport

Naugatuck was fired into by artillery and infantry at Kelley's Cross-
ing, 12 miles below Eddyville, by Lyon's force, and that our scouts
report eight guns at Kelley's Crossing.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral,, Comm^anding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General G. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Smithland, Decernber 15, 186^.

Captain Lawrence, of the Seventeenth Kentucky Cavalry, has re-

turned. Reports going within 9 miles of Eddyville, this side of the

river. A portion of Lyon's force is across the river. Captain Flye,

commanding gunboat [^Lexington] at this post, has furnished me
with two 12-pounder howitzers and men to work them. I am now
taking them to the fort, and, when mounted, I am ready for the

enemy if they are disposed to come. Send Captain Bush, Forty-
eighth Kentucky, back with his arms and ammunition as soon as

possible. Received your dispatch sending reinforcement.

Henry P. Reed,
Captain, Commanding Post.

Captain James Graham,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Telegram.]

General Thomas' Headquarters,
[Nashville,] December 15, 1864-

Your two dispatches received. We have turned the enemy's left

;

carried three or four redoubts and enemy's main line, captured

1,000 prisoners, 16 pieces of artillery, 14 wagons, and Chalmers'

headquarters train. Our loss probably 500 killed and wounded.
Wm. D. Whipple,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Clarksville.
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[Telegram,]

Claeksviule, Tenn., December 15, ISGIf.—10 p. m.

Please accept my hearty thanks for your telegram informing me
of General Thomas's important success, and make my warm congrat-

ulations to the general.

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Brigadier-General W. D. Whipple.

letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, IT. S. Navy, to JlajOT-Oeneral Thomas,
IT. S. Army, referring to capture of Confederate battery at Nashville.

U. S. S. Moose,
Rohin^son's Island, Cwriberland River, Deceniber 15, 186^.

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
favor of this date, and am happy to state in reply that things nere
are working well. Our forces have captured the guns in the upper
rebel battery on the river. There was another battery back from
the river near the landing. I think the forces on shore and the
monitor silenced it, as we did not hear from it after dark. At dark
I withdrew my boats, fearing they might by accident fire into our
own meji. I am just above the batteries to-night ; will move at early
daylight.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Le Roy Fitch,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.

Brigadier-General William D. Whipple,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Cumberland.

[Telegram.]

Clarksville, Tenn., December 16, 1861^.—10 a. m.
(Received 11:10 a. m.)

General Thomas's attack yesterday upon Hood's left, supported by
the Tenth Division of this squadron, resulted in the capture of
Chalmers' headquarters train, with papers, 1,000 prisoners, and 16
pieces of artillery, with probable loss to the army not exceeding 500
killed and wounded. Attack will be continued this morning.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Convmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

Clarksville, Tenn., December 17, 186i.
I have the honor to acknowledge receiving and to thank you for

the early telegraphic copy of your admirable official report to the
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President of your great and glorious victory over the enemy of our
country and of mankind on the 15th and 16th instant. I am deeply
impressed with the belief that our whole country will now or here-
after appreciate the generalship, statesmanship, and patriotism of
your campaign, resulting in the general defeat of General Hood's
army, in which centered the strength and hopes of (half) the rebel-
lion, with little loss under great difficulties and with probably politi-
cal consequences more important than have followed the previous
achievements of the war. Permit me on this occasion to express my
humble admiration of your distinguished public service, which
evinces all the high qualities of virtue, patriotism, and ability char-
acteristic of our first great countryman.

EespectfuUy and faithfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Bear-Admir-ed, Co?nmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Geo. H. Thomas,
Commanding, etc.

[Telegram.]

Washington, D. C., December 16, 186^.

Please aixiept for yourself, officers, and men the nation's thanks
for your good work of yesterday. You made a magnificent begin-
ning. A grand consummation is within your easy reach. Do not
let it slip.

A. Lincoln.
Major-General Thomas,

Nashville, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Headquaetees Department of the Cumberland,
Eight miles from Nashville, December 16, 186Jf—6 p. m.

(Received 5 : 30 a. m., I7th.)

This army thanks you for your approbation of its conduct yester-

day, and to assure you that it is not misplaced. I have the honor
to report that the enemy has been pressed at all points to-day on
his line of retreat to the Brentwood Hills, and Brigadier-General
Hatch, of Wilson's corps of cavalry, on the right, turned the enemy's
left and captured a large number of prisoners, number not yet re-

ported. Major-General Schofield's troops, next on the left of cav-

alry, carried several heights, captured many prisoners and 6 pieces

artillery. Brevet Major-General Smith, next on left of Major-
General Schofield, carried the salient point of the enemy's line with
McMillen's brigade, of McArthur's division, capturing 16 pieces of
artillery, 2 brigadier-generals, and about 2,000 prisoners. Brigadier-
General Garrard's division, of Smith's command, next on the left of
McArthur's division, carried the enemy's intrenchments, capturing
all the artillery and troops of the enemy on the line. Brigadier-
General Wood's corps, on the Franklin pike, took up the assault.
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carrying the enemy's intrenchments in his front, captured 8 pieces of
artillery, something over 600 prisoners, and drove the enemy within

1 mile of the Brentwood Pass. Major-General Steedman, command-
ing detachments of the different armies of the Military Division of
the Mississippi, most nobly supported General Wood's left and bore
a most honorable part in the operations of the day. I have ordered

the pursuit to be continued in the morning at daylight, although the

troops are very much fatigued. The greatest enthusiam prevails.

I must not forget to report the operations of Brigadier-General John-
son in successfully driving the enemy, with the cooperation of the
gunboats, under Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, from their established

batteries on the Cumberland River below the city of Nashville, and
of the services of Brigadier-General Croxton's brigade, in covering
and relieving our right and rear, in the operations of yesterday and
to-day. Although I have no report of the number of prisoners cap-
tured by Johnson's and Croxton s commands, I know they have made
a large number. I am glad to be able to state that the number of pris-

oners captured yesterday greatly exceeds the number reported by me
last evening. The woods, fields, and intrenchments are strewn with
the enemy's small arms, abandoned in their retreat. In conclusion, I
am happy to state that all this has been effected with but a very small
loss to us. Our loss does not probably exceed 3,000 ;* very few killed.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Cominanding.

The PEEsroENT of the United States,
Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Lieutenant-General TJ. S. Grant, and
Governor Andrew Johnson, Nashville.

[Telegram.]

Cipher.] Near Franklin, December 17, 186Jf
—9 : 15 p. m.

Your dispatch of this day is received, and I sincerely thank you
for your very flattering congratulations. I have directed my dis-
patch of this p. m. to General Halleck to be sent you for your in-
formation. If you think it feasible. I shall be much obliged if you
will permit Lieutenant-Commander Fitch to proceed up the Tennessee
River with one or two ironclads and a few gunboats for the purpose
of destroying Hood's pontoon bridge near Florence, and at the mouth
of Duck River, where it is reported he is now building a bridge.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Admiral S. P. Lee.

Clarksville.

[Endorsement.]

Duck River is 147 miles from Florence. Fitch did not go. He
thought he ought to stay on the Cumberland, and I left him. He was
divisional officer of the Tennessee, also, at that period.^ L.

As received in the War Department this read 300, and was so repeated In
Stanton s dispatclies to Dix and others. Corrected in Stanton to Dix, in Official
Records of Union and Confederate Armies, vol. " -' "
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[Telegram.]

SmithlanDj Ky., December 17, 186Jt..

All quiet here. A number of citizens from Eddyville and Dycus-
burg arrived during the night, some of whom escaped after being
conscripted. From all the information that I can get Lyon has his

force divided in small squads. One squad was near Marion yester-

day. The parties that were on this side of the* river have recrossed.

Captain Flye, with the Leooington, was to open on Eddyville and
Dycusburg this a. m. if he sees any of them in these places. The
river is now being patrolled with gunboats from here to Clarks-

ville, Tenn.
Very respectfully, Henry P. Reed,

Captain, Commanding Post.

Captain James Graham,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Telegram.]

CiiARKSViLLE, December 17, 186

^

—6:20 p. m.

Convoy arrived at Smithland on 16th without encountering oppo-

sition. Gunboats actively patrolling river, but have not seen or

heard of rebel force.

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General G. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

ClarksviujE, December 18, 186^—11 a. m.

Your telegram 9:15 yesterday received at 10:30 to-day, with a

copy of your highly interesting telegraphic report to General Hal-

leck of yesterday -8 p. m., for which please accept my thanks, with

congratulations on the additional important successes of your de-

partment. „
, S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Comm,anding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General G. H. Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
Chattanooga, Decemher 18, 1861^.

Major-General Thomas has ordered General Granger to occupy

Decatur and the Decatur road. This is to prevent any attempt on

the part of Hood to cross at that point. Your fleet will be most

effective in preventing any crossing at that point. I, therefore, in

the name of General Thomas, beg your earnest cooperation with

General Granger.
Southard HorFMAN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Commander Forrest,
Commanding U.'S. Naval Forces, Bridgeport.
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[Telegram.]

Claeksville, Tenn., December 18, 1864.—1 V' *'*

(Eeceived 10 a. m., 20th.)

The active naval patrol of the Mississippi preventing the rebel

armies west of the river from crossing to join Hood, as required by
Jeff Davis, must have had an influential bearing on the successful

result of this campaign. If Lyon's mounted troops have not re-

crossed the Cumberland during the late thick fog, they will be cap-
tured. The country people along this river confidently expected
Hood to drive the Union forces out of Tennessee and Kentucky.
The great disappointment at General Thomas's victories will prob-
ably cause the Kentuckians, Tennesseeans, and North Alabamians
to desert and disperse Hood's command. I shall immediately shift

sufficient force to destroy Hood's pontoon at Duck River and Flor-
ence, and cut off Hood's and Lyon's retreat, if stage of water in the
Tennessee is sufficient. A full report of successful naval operations
on this river will be sent as soon as detailed reports are received.

S. P.Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Squadron of Mississippi.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of tJie Navy.

[Telegram.]

Clabksville, Decemiber 18, 1864—1 ' 15 p. m.

I thank you for informing me that Hood has a pontoon bridge at
Florence and is reported building one at the mouth of Duck River.
I will ascertain, as soon as the existing thick fog on this river allows
us to push a suitable naval force up the Tennessee, if there be water
enough in that river (under Lieutenant-Commander Fitch) to de-
stroy these bridges and cut off Hood's retreat and prevent Lyon re-

crossing Tennessee River, should he have recrossed the Cumberland
under cover of fog.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Gom/manding.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Near Spring Hill, December 18, 1864—7 p. m.
Your dispatches of 11 a. m. and 1:15 p. m. are received. I am

hopeful that the expedition up the Tennessee River of the ironclads
and gunboats will be able to reach Florence within six days from the
present time, as that will be just about the right time. I shall be
much obliged if, in addition to the movement on the Tennessee River
mentioned above, you will be as well prepared as possible to convoy
either from Johnsonville or Clifton a fleet of transports with troops
up the Tennessee River to Florence. I speak of this simply that
you niight be prepared in case I make the request. Your telegram of
6:20 is just received.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Clarksville.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admlral lee, V. S. Navy, to lieutenant-Commander Fitch,
IT. S. Navy, referring to movement of transports.

Black Hawk,
SmitMand, December 19.

Sir : You have pennission to remain here, agreeably to your request
of this date. I will take the Silver Lake at daylight instead of the
Moose.

Yours, etc., S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, etc.

[Lieutenant-Commander Fitch.]

P- S.—The Naumkeag will go with me, and not with convoy in the
morning. Please arrange it so that there will be no delay with the
transports, which I hear are ready to leave in the morning.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

[Telegram,]

Headquarters Department or the Cumberland,
Rutherford Creek, December W, 1864—8 p. m,.

* * * .On the I7th I requested Admiral Lee by telegraph to

proceed up the Tennessee River with as many ironclads as he could
secure, in order that he might prevent the enemy throwing a pontoon
bridge over the river or to destroy the bridge if they had thrown one
over. He was to have started the next day. I have also made
arrangements to throw a force across the river at Decatur, and move
to Tuscumbia, to seize the bridge at Florence, if possible. That force

started three days ago, and, if General Granger has acted vigorously,

Decatur should be in our possession to-day. If the expedition against

Tuscumbia be successful, I am confident that we shall be able to

capture the greater part of Hood's army.
Geo. H. Thomas,

Major-General, U, S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Major-General W. H. Halleck,
Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department or the Cumberland,
In the Field, December 21, 186^.

Did you receive my telegram yesterday about convoying steamers

to Eastport ? When will the gunboats be ready ?

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Nashville.

102008°—N w E—VOL 26—13 43



674 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

[Telegram. ]

Washington, December 21, 1861).—1'^ m.

Permit me, general, to urge the vast importance of a hot pursuit

of Hood's army. Every possible sacrifice should be made, and
your men, for a few days, will submit to any hardship and privation

to accomplish the great result. If you can capture or destroy Hood's
army, Sherman can entirely crush out the rebel military force in all

the Southern States. He begins a new campaign about the 1st of
January-, which will have the most important results if Hood's army
can now be used up. A most vigorous pursuit on your part is there-

fore of vital importance to Sherman's plans. No sacrifice must be
spared to attain so important an object.

H. W. Haixeck,
Major-GeneraZ and Chief of Staff.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Cttmberi^and,
In the Field, December M, I864.

Your dispatch of 12 m. this day is received. General Hood's army
is being pursued as rapidly and as vigorously as it is possible for
one army to pursue another. "We can not control the elements, and
you must remember that to resist Hood's advance into Tennessee I
had to reorganize and almost thoroughly equip the force now under
my command. I fought the battles of the 15th and 16th instant with
the troops but partially equipped; and notwithstanding the inclem-
ency of the weather and the partial equipment, have been enabled
to drive the enemy beyond Duck River. * * *

In conclusion, 1 can safely state that the army is willing to subml*^^
to any sacrifice to oust Hood's army or to strike another blow which
would contribute to the destruction of the rebellion.

George H. Thomas,
Major-General.

Major-General H. W. Hau^eck,
Washington, D. G.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
December ^4, 1864—8 a. m.

Your telegram of 23d instant just received. I am now and shall
continue to push Hood as rapidly as the state of the weather and the
roads will permit, and I am really very hopeful that either General
bteedman or Admiral Lee will reach the Tennessee Eiver in time to
destroy Hood's pontoon bridge, in which event I shall certainly be
able to capture or destroy the entire army now with Hood.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commmiding.

Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant,
City Point.
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[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
BichZand Greek, December S5, 1864—8:30 p. m.

Our cavalry drove enemy through Pulaski at 9 a. m. to-day. For-
rest's cavalry on full run. Rebel army is literally running away,
and seems to be making for Lamb's Ferry and Florence. He has
been thrown off his intended route to Decatur by fear of being inter-
cepted. I think it best for you to remain as long as possible at
Eastport, or at least until we ascertain definitely what Hood is

trying to do.

G. H. T.,

Major-General, Commanding.
Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Via Paducah, to be forwarded.

[Telegram.] ,

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
Richland Creek, 6 miles from PvHaski,

December 25, 1864—10 p. m.
* * * Have not yet heard from Admiral Lee, but feel convinced

that the water in the Tennessee enables him to get above Eastport,
and he is performing good service * * *.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General, V. S. Volunteers, Gommwnding.

Major-General H. "W. Halleck,
'Washington, D. 0.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
PulasM, December '26, 1864.

General Donaldson has been ordered to send the transports now
at Paducah to Eastport under convoy. Will you please furnish the

gunboats and order them to remain at Eastport until a cavalry

force, which I am going to send across to that point, arrives there

and accomplishes the work upon which it is sent?

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major-General.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Via Padnicah.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
Pulaslci, December 26, 1864.

Order the transports loaded with provisions and forage now at

Paducah up the Tennessee to Eastport, under convoy. Request Ad-
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miral Lee to order the gunboats to remain at Eastport to protect
the transports until a cavalry force which is to be sent across to that
point shall arrive and accomplish the work for which they are sent.

Please acknowledge the receipt of this and report when the trans-

ports leave Paducah. Hold the steamers loaded for the same point

—

now at Nashville—until further orders.

Wm. D. Whipple,
Brigadier-General.

Brigadier-General J. L. Donaldson,
Nashville.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, Decemher 26, 1864.

Naval officer at Paducah reports Admiral Lee gone up the Ten-
nessee with five or six gunboats some days since. Have you any fur-

ther orders for me about shipment of supplies to go up Tennessee
Kiver? General Allen, Louisville, is asking same .question.

J. L. Donaldson,
Chief Quartermaster.

General W. D. Whipple,
Chief of Staff, Department of the Cumberland.

RepoTt of Colonel Spalding, IT. S. Army, referring to shelling of Florence, Ala.,

ty gunboats.

Lexington, Ala., J)ecemher 37, 1864—^ P- «*•

The rear guard of Forrest's command passed through here at 10
a. m., under command of General Jackson, C. S. Army. A lady
from Florence reports that on the 25th instant the enemy were trying
to pontoon the Tennessee Eiver at Bainbridge; reports that they
are fortified at Bainbridge tjo protect crossing at said place; bridge
was not completed Sunday evening. Gunboatswere shelling Florence
this morning. * * *

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

George Spalding,
Colonel Twelfth Tennessee Cavalry.

Major-General Wilson.

Keport of Acting Rear-Admiral lee, tJ. S. Navy, regarding operations of Lieu-
tenant-Commander Forrest, IT. S. Navy, at Decatur, Ala., December 87, 1864.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Fairy,
Tennessee River, January 18, 1865.

Sir: Lieutenant M. Forrest, commanding Eleventh District, re-

ports under date of 4th instant the recent operations of the vessels

in that district.

After assisting in the repulse of the enemy at Decatur, the fleet

was occupied in occasionally shelling the place. After the engage-
ments at Nashville, General Steedman came to retake Decatur. The
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gimboats cooperated and the place, with the artillery there, was
captured. Lieutenant Forrest then took his vessels down the Elk
River Shoals, which they could not pass. There, taking armed trans-
ports, he went down to Mussel Shoals, but only found detached por-
tions of the enemy's force attempting to cross. He sent out expedi-
tions and captured several of these parties, among them a staff officer
of General Ben J. Hill's, a staff officer of General J. A. Smith, and
the commanding officer of a cavalry company, with his command and
their horses, who had been cut off by our cavalry ; also a captain at
home on furlough, with 30 bales of his cotton.
The gunboats lost 3 killed and several wounded in the different en-

gagements. The General Bumside and General Thomas were each
hulled two or three times.

Lieutenant Forrest turned his prisoners over to the military
authorities.

I have directed the cotton to be delivered to the Treasury agent.
Lieutenant Forrest states that the upper Tennessee is now entirely

free of the enemy^ except small bands of bushwhackers, on whom he
is constantly makmg war.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Adndrcd, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
'Secretary of the Navy.

Extract from report of Colonel Harrison, TJ. S. Army, regarding the evacuation of
Decatur, Ala., by the enemy, December 27, 1864.

Hdqbs. 1st Brigade, Provisional Div.,

Army of the Cumberland,
CJiattanooga, Term., January 12, 1865.

In obedience to your instructions I have the honor to submit the

following report of the operations of this brigade from the time of

its leaving Chattanooga (November 29) to the present date.

On the morning of the 27th of December the Provisional Division
had arrived at a point on the north bank of the Tennessee River
about 2 miles above Decatur. About this time the transports bear-

ing the colored troops and the gunboats came down and landed in

fine style on the south bank opposite. After the disembarkation of

those troops my brigade was ferried over by the transports and
landed on the south side. Soon after landing the enemy opened
with a section of artillery and dropped some shells near us^ but

without damage. When the whole command had crossed we were
moved over the mouth of a bayou which completely surrounded the

place of landing and put in position on a ridge beyond. Very soon
after, and while preparing to issue rations, received an order to move
my brigade forward and form on the right of Colonel Salm's brigade,

which was advancing toward Decatur. This order was promptly
executed, and having deployed a skirmish line, my command ad-

vanced in line of battle through a very dense wood and underbrush
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toward Decatur. While fonning, the enemy burst a few shells over
my lines, but, as it appeared afterwards, the enemy on our advance
immediately withdrew the artillery and evacuated the place.

EespectfuUy submitted.
Benjamin Habkison,

Colonel, GommaTiding.
Colonel J. A. Weight,

Assistant Adjidant-Generdl.

[Telegram.]

Flagship Fairt,
Chickasaw, Ala., December 27, 1864—iO a. m.

Eiver is falling very rapidly; enemy can cross anywhere above
Waterloo.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Bear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

FiAGSHiP Faiet,
Chickasaw, Ala., December ^, {ISdl^X.

(Received 29th, 1:20 p. m.)
I have destroyed a new fort at this point, and all the enemy's

visible means of crossing the Tennessee below Florence, and to-day
blew up two caissons and destroyed two fieldpieces therej knocking
one into the river, the other into pieces.

Several transports with supplies for General Thomas arrived here
to-day. I find from the general's dispatches that my movements
have been in good time to meet his movements.
Hood's army is reported broken up, and its parts can not cross at

or below Florence unless the river falls seriously. It is now falling,
which made it impracticable to-day to reach tlie crossing which the
enemy is said to be using above Little Mussel ShoalSj 6 miles above
Florence.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com/manding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

Flagship Faiet,
Off Chickasaw, Ala., Tennessee River, December 27, 1864.

I arrived here on the 24th and destroyed a new fort and magazine.
No guns. Have been several miles above Florence, and have de-
stroyed all the enemy's visible means of crossing below Florence. I
found the enemy have fieldpieces probably protecting a crossing at
foot of Big [Great] Mussel Shoals, 6 miles above Florence, which
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want of water prevented my reaching. The rebels crossed their pris-
oners at Gamer's Ferry, 12 miles below Florence, on the 19th instant.
I destroyed over a dozen flats and pontoons there; nothing but one flat
at Florence. I learned that Hood took some pontoons with him and
others got adrift. Hood has earthworks at Florence, made last spring.
Saw two on each side. No guns of on [sic] of each looked finished.
Hood's troops arriving near Florence are said to declare that they
don't know where his main army is ; that they had orders to scatter
and care for themselves ; that no Tennessee troops have come to this
river since Hood's defeat; that 100 wagons and a great many troops
were grievously disappointed at my destruction of the ferry boats at
Garner's Ferry, which obliged them to move thence up river. To-day
I destroyed two guns and caissons at Florence Landmg and found a
battery of several fieldpieces on heights over left bank at Boone's
Ferry. Neither of these places was occupied yesterday. Enemy is

doubtless coming in, seeking crossings.
Your two telegrams of the 21st were received to-night. Your trans-

ports with provisions arrived here to-day, and will remove to East-
port to-morrow, where they will be well protected. I will imme-
diately dispatch an ironclad and gunboats to convoy your troops from
up Paducah. If any are there or expected, shall keep up patrol of
river above and below.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding,

Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Cipher.] Pulaski, [Tenn.], December £9, 1864—iO p.m.

Your two telegrams have been received. We have been pressing
the enemy as hard as the condition of the roads would permit, and
have succeeded in taking some few prisoners—probably 500 or 600

—

since the enemy crossed Duck River. From the best information I

have at this time, Hood's losses since he invaded the State of Ten-
nessee sum up as follows : 6 general officers killed, 6 wounded, and ]

taken prisoner at Franklin—13 in all—and about 6,000 men killed,

wounded, and taken prisoners at same battle. On the 8th instant, at

Murfreesboro, he had 1 general officer wounded, about 70 men killed,

and 207 taken prisoners, and losing 2 pieces of artillery. In the two
battles of the 15th and 16th instant, before Nashville, he had 1

lieutenant-general severely wounded, 1 major-general, and 3 brig-

adier-generals, with 4,462 officers and men made prisoners, besides

losing 53 pieces of artillery and over 3,000 stand of small arms. Dur-
ing his retreat we have captured 15 more guns, and from 1,500 to

2,000 prisoners and a large number of small arms have been picked

up by the way. Citizens report here that he passed this place with his

army completely disorganized, except the rear guard, composed of

about 5,000 men. He destroyed a considerable quantity of ammuni-
tion at this place, besides abandoning an ammunition train of 15 or

20 wagons about a mile beyond. Your efficient cooperation on the

Tennessee River has contributed largely to the demoralization of

Hood's army. General A. J. Smith, commanding detachment of the
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Army of the Tennessee, will probably reach Clifton by Sunday next
(January 1, 1865), where transports are expected to meet him to take
his command at Eastport. Please afford him every assistance in your
power in effecting a secure lodgment at Eastport, and as I consider
the Cumberland River now entirely safe I will be obliged to you if

you will have a strong force kept on the Tennessee to keep open the
navigation on that river.

In concluding this dispatch it gives me great pleasure to tender to
you, your officers, and men my hearty thanks for your cordial coop-
eration during the operations of the past 30 days.

Geo. H. Thomas,
Major- General, Commanding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Comdg. Mississippi Squadron,

Flagship Fairy, Chickasaw, Ala., via Paducah.

[Telegi-am.]

Flagship Fairy,
Eastport, Miss., December 29, J864.

(Received 30th.)

Enemy are erecting battery on heights above Eastport in position
which W9 formerly and they subsequentlv occupied. I am annoying
their working party. The river has fallen so low that Hood'can
cross above without interception from navy.

S. P. Lee,

,, . ^ Acting Bear-Admiral.
Major-General Thomas.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
Pulaski, December 31, 1861^—12 m.

Your dispatch of 29th just arrived. Do you mean the height at
Eastport or on the river above, and how far above? Is there anv
indication that the enemy is in force or moving toward Corinth?

'

Geo. H. Thomas,
. , . , „ .„ ^ Major-General, U. S. Volunteers.
Admiral S. P. Lee,

Flagship Fairy, Eastport, [Miss.'].

^^nf ?„VJ!r "^"^T °i MfJor-General Thomas, U. S. Army, regarding cooperation

%\ , L5 ^ ** Nashville, Tenn., December 15-16, and Decatur, Ala., December

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,

p _

Eastport, Miss., January 20, 1865.*******
On retiring from before Murfreesboro the enemy's cavalrv moved

northward to Lebanon and along the bank of the CniTihprlnTi;^ in +Ko+
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vicinity, threatening to cross to the north side of the river and in-
terrupt our railroad communication with Louisville, at that time
our only source of supplies, the enemy having blockaded the river below
Nashville by batteries along the shore. The Navy Department was
requested to patrol the Cumberland above and below Nashville with
the gunboats then in the river to prevent the enemy from crossing,
which request was cordially and effectually complied with by Lieu-
tenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, commanding Eleventh District
Mississippi Squadron. At the same time General Wilson sent a cav-
alry force to Gallatin to guard the country in that vicinity.
The position of Hood's army around Nashville remained unchanged

and, with the exception of occasional picket firing, nothing of impor-
tance occurred from the 3d to the 15th of December. In the meanwhile
I was preparing to take the offensive without delay ; the cavalry was
being remounted under the direction of General James H. Wilson
as rapidly as possible, and new transportation furnished where it

was required.*******
On the morning of the 15th of December, the weather being favor-

able, the army was formed and ready at an early hour to carry out
the plan of battle promulgated in the special field order of the 14th.
The formation of the troops was partially concealed from the enemy
by the broken nature of the ground, as also by a dense fog, which only
lifted toward noon. The enemy was apparently totally unaware of
any intention on our part to attack his position, and more especially
did he seem not to expect any movement against his left flank. To
divert his attention still further from our real intentions, Major-
General Steedman had, on the evening of the 14th, received orders
to make a heavy demonstration with his command against the enemy's
right, east of the Nolensville Pike, which he accomplished with great
success and some loss, succeeding, however, in attracting the enemy's
attention to that part of his lines and inducing him to draw reinforce-

ments from toward his center and left. As soon as General Steedman
had completed his movement the commands of Generals Smith and
Wilson moved out along the Hardin Pike and commenced the grand
movement of the day by wheeling to the left and advancing against
the enemy's position across the Hardin and Hillsboro Pikes. A
division of cavalry (Johnson's) was sent at the same time to look after

a battery of the enemy's on Cumberland River at Bell's Landing,
8 miles below Nashville. General Johnson did not get into position

until late in the afternoon, when, in conjunction with the gunboats
under Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, the enemy's battery

was engaged until after nightfall, and the place was found evacuated
on the morning of the 16th.*******
General Steedman reoccupied Decatur on the 27th of December and

proceeded to carry out the second portion of his instructions, finding,

however, that the enemy had already, made good his escape to the

south side of the Tennessee, and any movement on his railroad would
be useless.

On announcing the result of the battles to Rear-Admiral S. P.

Lee, commanding Mississipjai Squadron, I requested him to send as

much of his force as he could spare around to Florence, on the
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Tennessee Eiver, and endeavor to prevent Hood's army from cross-

ing at that point; which request was most cordially and promptly

complied with. He arrived at Chickasaw, Miss. [Ala.], on the 24th,

destroyed there a rebel battery, and captured twc, guns, with cais-

sons, at Florence Landing. He also announced the arrival at the

latter place of several transports with provisions.

Immediately upon learning of the presence at Chickasaw, Miss.,

of the gunboats and transports, with provisions, I directed General

Smith to march overland from Pulaski to Clifton, via Lawrence-

burg and Waynesborough, and take post at Eastport, Miss.
* * * * * * *

George H. Thomas,
Major-General, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Colonel R. M. Sawyek,
Asst. Adjt. General, Military Division of the Mississippi.

[Telegram.]

TtJSciTMBiA, November 3, 1864.

(Received 4th.)

General Forrest reported on 31st ultimo from Paris, Tenn., that

he had captured, during two preceding days, on Tennessee River,

two gunboats and four transports, one-half of which are still

serviceable.

G. T. Beattregard,
General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

Extract from report of Major-Qeneral Forrest, C. S. Army, reg:arding operations
In vicinity of JohnsonviUe, Tenn., October 30 -to November 3, 186i.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry Corps,
Verona, Miss., January 12, 1865.

Colonel: * * * i avail myself, however, of the first leisure

moment and have the honor of submitting the loUowing report:

On the 30th [October] the steamer Anna came down the river and
succeeded in passing both the upper and lower batteries, but was so

disabled that she sunk before she reached Paducah. The Anna, was
followed by two transports (/. W. Cheeseman and Venus) and two
barges, under convoy of the gunboat Undine. In attempting to pass
my batteries all the boats were disabled. They landed on the oppo-
site side of the river and were abandoned by the crews, who left

their dead and wounded. Lieutenant-Colonel Kelley, with two
companies of his regiment, was thrown across the river and soon
returned to Paris Landing with the boats. The steamer J. W.
Cheeseman was so disabled that she was ordered, with the two barges,
to be burned; the gunboat was also burned while moving up the
river to Johnsonville. The Venus was recaptured by the enemy
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[November 2] but was destroyed next day [November 4] at John-
sonville by my batteries.

On the 1st of November I ordered my command to move in the
direction of Johnsonville, which place I reached on the 3d.*******
The wharf at Johnsonville was lined with transports and gun-

boats. An immense warehouse presented itself and was represented
as being stored with the most valuable supplies, while several acres
of the shore were covered with every description of army stores.
The fort was situated on a high hill and in a commanding position
and defended by strong works.
AH my troops having arrived, I commenced disposing of them

with a view of bombarding the enemy. * * *

I ordered a simultaneous assault to commence at 3 o'clock. All
my movements for twenty-four hours had been so secretive the
enemy seemed to think I had retired, and for the purpose of making
a reconnoissance two gunboats were lashed together and pushed out
just before the attack opened. The bombardment conmaenced by
the section of Morton's battery commanded by Lieutenant Brown,
The other batteries joined promptly in the assault. The enemy
returned the fire from 28 guns on their gunboats and 14
guns on the hill. About 60 guns were thus engaged at the
same time, and the firing was terrific. The gunboats in fifteen min-
utes after ihe engagement commenced were set on fire, and made
rapidly for the shore, where they were both consumed. My bat-

teries next opened up on the transports, and in a short time they were
in flames. The immense amount of stores were also set on fire,

together with the huge warehouse above the landing. By night the
wharf for nearly one mile up and down the river presented one solid

sheet of flame. The enemy continued a furious cannonading on my
batteries.

Having completed the work designed by the expedition, I moved
my command 6 miles during the night by the light of the enemy's
burning property. The roads were almost impassable, and the

march to Corinth was slow and toilsome, but I reached there on
November 10, after an absence of over two weeks, during which
time I captured and destroyed 4 gunboats, 14 transports, 20 barges,

26 pieces of artillery, $6,700,000 worth of property, and 150

-prisoners. * * *

All of which is respectfully submitted.

N. B. Forrest,
Major-GenercH.

Colonel E. Sueget,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Meridiam,, Miss.

Extract from report of Major-General Forrest, C. S. Army.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry,
Near Johnsonville, Novemher 3, 186^.

General: Having advised you, by previous dispatch, of the cap-

ture of U. S. gunboat 55 [Undin£'] and three transports and barges,

and also of the damage to steamer Arnia, which, in consequence of
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damage from our batteries, is reported to have sunk, I have now
the honor to state that my command is in front of Johnsonville, at

which place there are three gunboats and seven transports and quite

a number of barges. I have batteries above and below the boats,

and am to-night fortifying and placing a battery directly opposite

them, and will to-morrow endeavor to sink or destroy them. John-
sonville is strongly fortified, with heavy siege pieces in their works,
and is garrisoned by a heavy force. There are several boats and
barges yet unloaded for want of room; the landing and banks (sev-

eral acres in extent) are piled with freight for Sherman's army;
all the houses are full, and trains are running incessantly night and
day in removing them. I regret to state that the transport Venus
\\as recaptured by the enemy. In moving up from Fort Heiman,
orders were misunderstood and the boats got in advance of our land
batteries, were come upon suddenly, and vigorously attacked by two
gunboats of the enemy, the transport was disabled and abandoned,
the crew escaped. Having only my ordnance train and a few
wagons for carrying cooking utensils with me, I found it impossible
to remove the stores captured from the steamer Blaseppa, at Fort
Heiman, and had them placed on transport Venus, with a view, if

possible, of carrying them up the river by Johnsonville or hauling
them out from Eeynoldsburg to Camden. Owing, also, to the condi-
tion of the roads and the fact that the horses attached to the 20-
pounder Parrott guns were worn out, the guns were also placed upon
the Venlis and have fallen into the hands of the enemy. We still

have the gunboat in possession, but she is out of coal and her furnaces
being built for coal and it being impossible to supply her or to get
her by Johnsonville, I may have to burn her. Will make the attack
on the transports to-morrow at Johnsonville, and will, day after
to-morrow, if necessary to do so, burn the gunboat and move to join
General Hood.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. B. Forrest,
Major-General.

Lieutenant-General E. Taylor,
Commanding Deft, of Ala.^, Miss., and East La., Selma, Ala.

Extract from report of Brigadier-General Chalmers, C. S. Army.

Headquarters Chvlmers's Division,
Forresfs Cavalry, Perryville, Term., November 8, 186^.

Major: In obedience to orders from Major-General Forrest, com-
manding, etc., I moved on the morning of the 30th of October from
Paris, Tenn., with Rucker's brigade, my escort battalion, and four
pieces of rifled artillery * * * to Paris Landing, on the Ten-
nessee River, where I arrived about 11 a. m. on the same day. I
found Colonel Bell at the landing with his brigade * * *. He
reported to me that a short time before my arrival a gunboat and
two transports had passed his position going down the river, and
that, in obedience to orders from General Buford, he had reserved
his fire until they had passed and had then opened upon them, and
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he thought had done them some damage. One of the transports suc-
ceeded, as I was afterwards informed, in passing J^ort Heiman,

_x /.,. .} ^^? ^^^^y crippled in the attempt. The other trans-
port (the Venus) and the gunboat (the U. S. S. Undirie, No. 55)
were at a bend of the river about midway between the positions of
Colonel Bell and General Buford and out of range of the guns of
either. After consultation with Colonel Bell I directed him to move
his artillery down the river to a point as nearly as possible opposite
to the boats and to drive them from their position. He rode off
to reconnoiter, and on returning reported that the order could not
be executed on account of the ground to be passed over. My artil-
lery having arrived, was placed, in position on the bank of the river
above that held by Colonel Bell, with an interval of several hundred
yards between the sections.

Colonel Eucker, coming upon the field, suggested that guns should
be moved down the river to attack the boats, and, on being told that
Colonel Bell had reported the ground impracticable for artillery,
he proposed that he and I should reexamine it. We accordingly rode
down the river. Colonel Bell accompanying us, but before we had
found a suitable position a courier reported another transport coming
down. * * * The transport proved to be the /. W. Cheeseman,
a stern-wheel steamer. She was allowed to pass the upper battery
(Rice's) unmolested, but as soon as she came opposite to the middle
battery (Hudson's) the guns of both opened upon her, and her steam
pipe was cut and other parts of her machinery disabled. As she
was passing Hudson's battery Colonel Bell's battery also opened upon
her, and a heavy fire of small arms being poured into her by troops
stationed along the bank of the river, she was soon compelled to
surrender.*******

Colonel Rucker having reported that he had found a practicable
route and a good position for attacking the boats below the landing,
I directed him to move down to it with the section of Hudson's
battery (two lO-pounder Parrott guns) , the Fifteenth Regiment, and
Twenty-sixth Battalion Tennessee Cavalry, of his brigade, and at-

tack them, which he did with such vigor and success that, after a
severe artillery duel between his battery and the gunboat, the latter

was disabled and driven to the opposite bank, where all of her offi-

cers and crew who were able to do so abandoned her and escaped,
leaving only the dead and wounded behind.

At the same time Lieutenant-Colonel Kelley, commanding Twenty-
sixth Battalion Tennessee Cavalry, attacked the transport Venus,
which was defended by a small detachment of United States Infan-
try, so sharply that she surrendered to him, and the gallant colonel,

going on board of her with two companies of his battalion, crossed

the river, took possession of the gunboat, and brought both safely to

the landing.

While this fight was going on another gunboat (the No. 29

[Tawah^ ) appeared above us and, coming to anchor about a mile

and a half above our batteries, began to shell them. The upper
battery (Rice's) returned a few shots, but, finding the distance too

great for effective firing, I directed it to move up nearer to the boat

and ordered a portion of my escort battalion and the cadet company
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of the Seventh Alabama Cavalry to support the battery and act as

sharpshooters. After a brief and spirited engagement the gunboat
weighed anchor and withdrew up the river. The Cheeseman was
so badly injured that it was impossible to repair her with the means
at our command, and she was afterwards burned by order of the

major general commanding, as were also the three barges captured

on the same day. The transport Venvs and the gunboat Undine
being only slightly injured, were soon put in repair by his order.

These boats being bound downstream, after having delivered their

cargoes of freight for the United States Government at Johnsonville,

contained no stores beyond the usual supplies for their own use and
a small quantity of private freight of but little value for Army use.

The Undine belonged to the class of gunboats known as " tinclads,"

and was one of the largest boats of her class on the river. She car-

ried eight 24:-pounder brass howitzers, and when captured had all of
her armament and equipment on board of her. An attempt had
been made to spike two of the guns and to disable one by placing a
shell in its muzzle, but these were soon removed.

* if if if if ^ Hf

All of the troops, so far as I am informed, acquitted themselves
well, but I feel it is but just to those who took the most prominent
part in the execution of those plans that they should receive the
greater share of that honor which is the dearest reward of a soldier.*******
Our loss in this affair was 1 man of Eucker's brigade severely

wounded ; that of the enemy, so far as we have been able to ascertain
it, was 5 killed and 6 wounded on the Vemis; 3 killed and 4 wounded
on the Undine, and 1 wounded on the Cheeseman; total, 8 killed and
11 wounded. We also captured 43 prisoners, among whom was 1
officer and 10 men of the United States Infantry. The others be-
longed to the different boats.

On the morning of November 1 moved my command up the river
as far as Danville, where we encamped, placing our guns in position
on the river bank so as to protect our boats (the Undine and Venus),
which had been ordered to move up the river, keeping in rear of our
batteries.

On the following morning I moved toward Reynoldsburg, in ac-
cordance with previous instructions, but was afterwards ordered by
the major-general commanding to halt near Davidson's Ferry and
to place my guns in position at that place, which was done. Our
boats having ventured too far beyond the protection of our bat-
teries, were attacked by two of the enemy's gunboats, and the Venus
was recaptured by them.
On the 3d instant we moved up the river opposite to Reynoldsburg

and Johnsonville, and had frequent skirmishes during the day with
the enemy's gunboats, of which there were three at the latter place,
but without any decisive results.*******
The enemy had at Johnsonville three gunboats and a number of

transports and barges—variously estimated at from eight to ten of the
former and from twelve to fifteen of the latter, some of them laden-
together with an immense quantity of Government stores, a part
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of which was oontained in a large warehouse, and the remainder
piled upon the bank, covering about an acre oi ground. The town
was defended by a strong earthwork, well garrisoned, and supplieil

with artillery, and they possessed an additional advantage in the

fact that the bank of the river at that side is much higher than that

on which we were.

At 2 p. m. the bombardment began, and in a short time one of the

gunboats was set on fire. One after another the others followed,

and before nightfall all the gunboats, transports, and barges, the

warehouse, and the greater part of the stores on the shore were set

on fire and consumed. The enemy kept up a heavy fire from their

gunboats and land batteries until the former were disabled, but

without inflicting any serious injury upon us or forcing any part of

our troops to abandon their positions. During the engagement five

gunboats came up the river, evidently with the intention of rein-

forcing the town, but they retired after a sharp cannonading with

the artillery under Colonel Logwood's command.
Our loss in this engagement was very small. * * *

All the ofiicers and men under my command deserve honorable

mention for the very creditable manner in which they have borne

themselves during the entire expedition. * * *

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James E. Chaumers,
Brigadier-General.

Major J. 'P. Strange,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Forresfs Cavalry.

[Telegram.]

TuscuMBiA, Ala., November 8, 1864.

General Forrest reports on 5th instant that he was then engaged

fighting the enemy at Johnsonville, having already destroyed 4 gun-

boats of 8 guns each, 14 steamers, and 20 barges, with large quantity

of quartermaster's and commissary stores, on landing and in ware-

houses, estimated at 75,000 to 120,00,0 tons. Six gunboats were then

approaching, which he hoped to capture or destroy.^^ ^ i- ^
G. T. Beaukegaed.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

[Telegram.]

TuscuMBiA, Ala., November 15, 186^.

General Forrest reports that his captured gunboat being disabled

by three of enemy's, it became necessary to destroy it and the two

transports under convoy up the river; but Forrest subsequently

destroyed, as already reported, three gunboats of enemy.
•' J f

^

B
G. T. Beatjregaed.

General Samuel Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.
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Order of Major-General Hood, C. S. Army, to Brigadier-General Lyon, C. S. Army,
regarding operations in Tennessee.

Headquarters,
Florence, Ala., November 18, 186^.

General Hood directs that you will move at once with your com-
mand, crossing the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers between Padu-
cah and Johnsonville, and then move up the north bank of the

Cumberland to Clarksville, Tenn., taking possession of that place, if

possible. You will place all the mills within your reach on that

side of the Cumberland in running order and put them to grinding
at once. You will also destroy the railroads between Nashville and
Clarksville and between Bowling Green and Nashville, taking care
to keep all the telegraphic communications between these places
constantly destroyed.

A. P. Mason,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brigadier-General H. B. Lyon,
Commanding Department of Western Kentucky.

(Through Major-General Forrest, commanding cavalry.)

Extract from report of Brigadier-General Lyon, C. S. Army, referring to capture
of Federal vessels and operations of gunboats at Cumberland City, Tenn.,
December 9, 1864.

Headquarters, Department of Western Kentucky,
Aberdeen, Miss., January 3, 1865.*******

On the 9th [December] I took possession of Cumberland City. 30
miles below Clarksville and 10 above Fort Donelson, on the Cumber-
land River, at which point, by means of our artillery, commanded by
Lieutenant E. B. Matthews, of Gracey's battery, we succeeded in
capturing a large steamer loaded with forage and provisions, which
I converted into a ferryboat, and by means of which I crossed mv
command over the Cumberland. During the evening of the 9th I
succeeded in capturing two other steamers and four barges, all of
which I anchored in the channel and consigned to the flames; 50
prisoners, of whom one was a lieutenant-colonel, were captured on
these boats. The property destroyed, including the steamboats, is

estimated at $1,000,000.*******
I succeeded in crossing the Cumberland at this place [Burkesville]

without difficulty and moved south through Livingston, Sparta,
McMinnville, and Winchester, Tenn. ; from thence to Gunter's Land-
ing, on the Tennessee Eiver. I had up to this time been followed
closely by the enemy, but had preserved my piece of artillery. The
Tennessee River was very high ; several gunboats were patrolling the
river, and a large force of infantry and cavalry moving down from
Huntsville to capture us, while the gunboats would keep us from
crossing, but during the night I crossed my command over with
canoes.*******
When all things are considered pertaining to this expedition it

was a success beyond my most sanguine expectations. The men were
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all new recruits, but poorly organized, and armed for the first time
only the day before they crossed the Tennessee. They captured 3

valuable steamers; burned 8 fortified court-houses, several important
railroad bridges, depots, stockades, and blockhouses; captured and
paroled 250 prisoners; and caused to be withdrawn from Nashville
McCook's entire division of cavalry, consisting of 3,000 veteran sol-

diers, and detained at and near Louisville Wilder's brigade of cav-

alry, about 1,500 strong, thus causing a diversion in favor of General
Hood in his retreat from Nashville of 4,500 men.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. B. Lton,
Brigadier-General^ Gommandirvg DepartTnervtj.

Hon. J. A. Seddon,
Secretary of War.

[Telegram.]

Near Nashville, on Franklin Pike,
December 15, 186^.

The enemy claim that we lost 30 colors in the fight at Franklin.

We lost 13. capturing nearly the same number. The men who bore

ours were killed on and within the enemy's interior line of works.

J. B. Hood, General.

Hon. J. A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.

Report of General Hood, C. S. Army, of battle of Nashville, Tenn.

Headquarters,
Spring Hill, Tenn., December 17, 1864..

In front of Nashville, on the morning of the 15th, the enemy

attacked both of our flanks about the same time. On our right they

were repulsed with heavy loss, but toward evening they succeeded

in driving in our infantry outposts upon our left flank. Dispositions

were made during the night to meet any renewed attack. Early on

the 16th they made a general attack on our entire line, and all their

assaults were handsomely repulsed, with heavy loss, till 3
: 30 p. m.,

when a portion of our line to the left of the center suddenly gave

way, causing in a few minutes our line to give way at all points, our

troops retreating rapidly down the Franklin pike. We lost m the

two days' engagements 50 pieces of artillery, with several ordnance

wagons Our loss in killed and wounded is very small. Major-

General Ed. Johnson, Brigadier-Generals T. B. Smith and H. R.

Jackson are among the prisoners. Our loss m prisoners is not yet

fully ascertained, but I think it comparatively small. I still have

artillery enough with the army, and am moving to the south of Duck

J. B. Hood, General.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.

]02008°—N w B—VOL 26—13 44
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Extiact from itinerary of Cheatham's Army Corps, following the retreat from
Nashville.

Thursday, December 22.—Left Pulaski and moved out 5 miles.

Friday, December 23.—^Marched about 20 miles on the Lewisburg
road.

Saturday, December 24-—^Marched 14: miles to-day, leaving 10
miles to make to the river.

Sunday, December 25.—^Moving at daylight we soon reached Shoal
Creek, 2 miles from the river. After great difficulty, on account of
the high water and rough ford, we succeeded in crossing and biv-

ouacked between the creek and river. This corps was at once put in

position, and built works that night to protect the bridge in case the
enemy should move on us from below, which was thought not im-
probable. Heard the gunboats all day in the direction of Florence.
Monday, December 26.—The pontoon across the river was com-

pleted this morning after working on it all night, General Cheatham
supervising in person, and about sunrise the trains began to cross.

By night most of our wagons and artillery had crossed. Leaving
orders for his troops to move across at 3 o'clock the next morning,
General Cheatham came over about 7 o'clock at night and slept some
2 miles from Bainbridge. Two gunboats came up the river in the
afternoon to within 2 or 3 miles of the bridge, but were driven back
by our lotteries.

Report of Commander Bryson, U. S. Navy acknowledging orders to
coTumoMd the V. S. S. Essex.

Navt Yard, Ntcw York, October IS, I864.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of orders directing
me to proceed to Cairo, 111., and report to Kear-Admiral Porter for
the command of the U. S. S. Essex.

I am, respectfully, your obedio"* servant,

A. Bryson,

Hon. GmEON Weli^s,
Secretary of the Navy, Washin.jton.

Commafnder.

Instructions of Captain Pennock, U. &. Navy, to Lieutenant-C-om~
mander Greer, U. S. Navy, on temporary withdrawal of the
former from Mound City.

Mississippi Squadron, Fligship Black Hawk,
Mound City, lU., October H, 1864.

Sir: Duty calling me down the river, you will assume temporarily
the command of the naval station at Moiind City, 111. You will sign
all requisitions for necessary stores i or the fleet and approve invoices.

See that the vessels are well supplied with coal, provisions, and stores.
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You will open all dispatches and official documents addressed to
me, and execute such as may appertain to the station.

I wish the Milwaukee sent down the river to-morrow, if possible,
and the Peosta, Fairplay, and Victory should be sent to the districts
to which they belong as soon as possible.

Use every precaution to guard against fire and surprise, and that
the public property is properly guarded.
Having given you verbal instructions upon all other subjects, I

feel confident that they will be carried out with your usual ability.

You will cordially cooperate with the army sifiould they desire it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Corrmvanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Gkeer, U. B. Navy,
ConvrnMndant of Station {pro tern.) Mound City, III.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., October H, 1864.
(Received 15th, 4.30 a. m.)

The Milwaukee will leave to-morrow in obedience to your orders.

I shall leav.e to-morrow morning for the lower river on board the
Black Hawk. During my absence Lieutenant-Comnmnder James A.
Greer will have command of the naval station at Mound City.

A. M. Pennock,
Captain.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Captam, Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding Ms tem,porary

withdrawal from Mound City for an inspection of the fleet.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., October H, 1864.

Sir: When Admiral Porter ordered me to assume command of the

Mississippi Squadron until further orders from the Department, he

recommended that I should visit, as soon as possible, all the districts

below and examine the condition of affairs.

In accordance with that recommendation, I shall leave on board

the Black Hawk to-morrow morning for the purpose of inspecting

the fleet and making such arrangements as may be necessary for

present and future operations.

Admiral Porter also recommended that calcium lights should be

provided for all the large vessels of the squadron, to guard against

the approach of torpedoes, which the enemy are now using. I re-

spectfully request that 26 may be furnished and a suitable person be

sent out to arrange them.
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I have left the naval station at Mound City temporarily under the

command of Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, an officer in

whose ability and judgment I have every confidence.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Corwmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GniEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy., Washington, D. G.

Report of Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting list of vessels

of the Mississippi Squadron for Octoier 16, 186^.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Memphis, Tenn., October 84, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith semimonthly report of

the vessels of this squadron, with their commanders and present

stations.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

October 15, 1864.

Conimander. Where stationed.

Argosy
Abraliam
Alexandria
Avenger
BlacfcHawk...
Benton
Brilliant

Brown
Cliillicotlie

Choctaw
Carondelet

Cricket
Champion
Curlew
Exchange
Essex
Elfin
Forest Rose

Fairplay
Fawn
Fort Hindman.

Fairy
General Price..
General Bragg.

.

Great Western.
General Lyon.

.

General Pillow.
Gazelle
Grampus
Hastings
Huntress

Judge Torrence,
Juliet

Actg. Master John C. Morong
Actg. Ensign Wm. Wagner
Actg. Master D . P. Rosenmiller
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Chas A. Wright..
Lieut. Comdr. Edwd. Y. McCauley
Lieut. Comdr. Robt. L. May
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Chas. G. Perkins.
First Class Pilot J. A. French
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Geo. P. Lord
Lieut. Comdr. Jno. J. ComWell
Lieut. Comdr. John G. Mitchell

Actg. Master M.J. Cronin
Actg. Ensign Thos. Divine
Actg. Ensign H. B. O'Neill
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jas. C. Gipson
Comdr. Robert Townsend
Actg. Master A. F. Thompson
Actg. Vol. Lieut. A. N. Gould

Actg. Master G. J. Groves
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jno. R. Grace
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jno. Pearce

Actg. Ensign Chas. Swendson
Actg. Vol. Lieut. W. E. Wells
Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. Dominy
Actg. Vol. Lieut. John Scott
First Class Pilot R. E. Birch
Actg. Ensign F. W. Halsted
Actg. Master Chas. Thatcher
Actg. Master Benj. Sebastian
Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. S. Watson
Actg. Master J. S. Dennis

Actg. Master Jeremiah Irwin.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. T. B. Gregory

Donaldsonville.
Mound City, III.

Donaldsonville.
Morganza.
Mound City, HI.
Grand Gulf.
Cumberland River.
Towboat.
Fort Adams.
Bayou Sara.
Between Memphis and Co-
lumbus.

White River.
Fort Adams.
Grand Gulf.
White River.
Memphis.
Tennessee River.
Between Natchez and Vicks-
burg.

Cumberland River.
Arkansas River.
Between Morganza and Fort
Adams.

Cape Girardeau.
Donaldsonville.
Morganza.
Receiving ship, Cairo, 111.

Dispatch boat.
Guard boat, Cairo.
Red River, La.
Receiving ship, Cincinnati.
Bek)w Memphis.
Between Memphis and Co-
lumbus.

Natchez (ordnance boat).
White River.
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Vessels.
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Letter from Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, to Major Morgan,
U. S. Army, regarding expected attack hy the enemy upon Memphis,
Tenn.

U. S. Ironclad Essex,
. Monday, October 17, 186^—12: 30 a. m.

My Dear Major: Thank you for the information you are giving

me. In case of an attack the Carondelet (with a heavy battery) will

be taken in tow by the Red Rover and will proceed down to the fort

to operate thereabouts, as circumstances may require. Captain Pat-
tison volunteered to take command should the attack be made. I
gladly accepted his offer. He is probably better acquainted with the
localities ashore than any of the rest of us. The Fawn (No. 30), a
tinclad, will look out for the immediate neighborhood of the navy
yard. Her engines are repairing, but she can do pretty good service

where she is. With the Essex, I am all ready to shove off and attend
to the enemy at any point where we can do the most service. When
they do attack, please inform me of their situation, direction, and
distance from the river. Anywhere within three or three and a half
miles I can drop a few 100-pounder shells among them, if I only
knew their direction and distance. The elevation given to the guns
for such ranges, or even less, would carry the shells well over the
houses of the city. I will be happy to do anything in my power to
aid and. support you. Captain Pattison's family will come aboard
the Essex m case of an attack. Should the attack be made let me
suggest that you send a signal officer aboard the Essex. Through
him you could communicate information as to the position, etc., of the
enemy after we have shoved off into the stream.

Yours, very truly,

EOBERT TOWNSEND,
Cormnander, U. S. Navy.

Major Morgan,
Chief of Staff, etc.

Order of Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-CoTnmander
McCauley, U. S. Navy, to assume temporary command of U. S.
Flagship Black Hawk.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Memphis, Tenn., October 18, 186^.

Sir : Your orders to the U. S. S. Benton are hereby temporarily
suspended, and you will take command of this vessel pro tem.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Comm,anding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCauley, U. S. Navy.
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Correspondence and reports regarding expected attempt of the er^emy
to cross the river at Gaines Landing, Ark., Octoier 18 to November
8, 1861

Report of Captain Fennock, IT. S. Navy, transmitting information from Uajor-
General Canby, TT. S. Army.

Mississippi Squadron, FijAgship Bi>ack Hawk,
Columius, Ky., October 28, 1864-

Sir : Immediately on the receipt of the enclosed information from
General Canby, a copy of which had been sent to each of the gun-

boats, I strengthened the divisions of the squadron most requiring it,

and issued the following order to the commanding officers of the

divisions

:

The enemy must not be allowed to cross the river. Officers in command
will develop their utmost vigilance and activity, and take every precaution to

prevent such a movement. Vessels must be kept in motion night and day.

Should it be necessary to move the ironclads, do not hesitate to avail yourself

of any steamer or steamers to tow them with rapidity to the point where the

crossing may be prevented.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon "Wet.les,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

Confidential.] Hdqrs. ]\Iilitart Div. of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., October 18, 186^..

Gentlemen : I am instructed by the major-general [Canby] com-

manding to call your attention to the following intercepted cipher

dispatch, the original of which has doubtless reached its destination:

Montgomery, Septemher 30.

What are you doing to execute the instructions sent you to forward troops

to east side of the Mississippi? If success will be more certain, you can substi-

tute AVharton's cavalry command for Walker's infantry division, by which you

may effect a crossing above that part of the river patrolled by the larger class of

gunboats. , _
Jeff Davis.

General E. K. Smith,
Shreveport, La.

It is evident that the recently frustrated attempts which have been

made by the rebels west of the Mississippi to cross a large force will

be renewed, and I am instructed respectfully to request that the

necessary additional precautions may be taken accordingly. Major-

General [J. J.] Reynolds leaves Morganza for the mouth of White

Eiver to-night or to-morrow morning in the steamer Colonel Cowles,

and you will confer a favor by communicating to him and to the

nearest militarj' post any information that you may be able to obtain

in relation to the movements of the enemy. After the time General

Eeynolds may be supposed to have reached White River you are

requested to send dispatches to him, care of the naval officer com-
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manding the district at the mouth of that river, and to transmit copies

of the same to these headquarters. I have the honor to be,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. T. Christensen,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-General.

Ofticees Commanding U. S. Gunboats,
On Mississippi River.

letter from Major-General Canby, XT. S. Army, to Kear-Admiral Farragut, V. S.

Navy, regarding intercepted dispatch giving the key to the movement of the

Confederates.

Hdqrs MiiiiTAET Division or West Mississippi,

New Orleans^ La., October 18, 186^.

Admiral: I received a dispatch yesterday morning from General
Steele, reporting that the enemy in his front had suddenly fallen

back, but that he was unable to account for this unexpected move-
ment. Last night we succeeded in deciphering a captured cipher
telegram from Jefferson Davis, which, I think, gives the key to the
movement. I have sent a fast boat up the river to notify the gun-
boats and troops, and believe we shall be able to checkmate tlie

movement. I think the crossing will be attempted in the neighbor-
hood of Gaines Landing. I have been notified that dispatches in
relation to the projected operations from the neighborhood of Mobile
will be down by the next steamer from New York ; as soon as they
are received I will make you a visit. I should have been over before
this time, but the affairs in Missouri and Arkansas have kept me
busy as well as anxious. Porter takes the North Atlantic Squadron

;

Pennock desires to get the Manhattan and Tennessee. As the move-
ment of the rebels will probably draw the heavier gunboats up, I
think it will be advisable to send one or two heavy boats to the mouth
of Red River until after this matter has been settled.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canbt,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
Corrmhanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Circular from Major-General Canby, XS. S. Army, to commanding officers of naval
districts, regarding measures of cooperation.

Hdqrs. Militart Division of West Mississippi,
New Orleans, La., October £0, 1864..

Sir: I have asked Admiral Farragut to send some heavy gun-
boats to the mouth of Red River to replace any of that class that
you may think it advisable to send up the Mississippi in anticipation
of the projected crossing by the rebels. My information leads to
the belief that the crossing under Jeff Davis's last order will be at-
tempted in the vicinity of Gaines Landing, but it may be attempted
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lower down. If you should find it necessary to send any of the gun-
boats from your district, I will endeavor to have them replaced by
arrangements with Admiral Farragut and Commodore Palmer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General^ Corwmanding.

Naval Commanders First, Second, Third,
Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Districts,

Below Vickshurg, Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Captain Pennock, TJ. S. Navy, to Major-General Canby, IT. S. Army,
transmitting order sent to district commanders.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Memphis, Tenn., Octoher 21)., 1864^.

General: Permit me to thank you for sending me and the com-
manding officers of the vessels in this squadron your circular of the
18th [20th] instant. I herewith enclose a copy of my orders to the
district commanders, and feel confident that no lack of vigilance on
their part will enable the enemy to accomplish the crossing proposed.
In this connection allow me to repeat that I trust Admiral Farragut
will send .the Manhattan and Tennessee to this squadron. Their
services in cases like the present would be invaluable.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Comdg. Military Division of West Miss., New Orleans, La.

[Enclosure]

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Memphis, Tenn., Octoher 23^ 1864.

Sir: I have been informed by a,member of General Canby's staff

of the capture of an intercepted cipher dispatch, the original of
which has doubtless reached its destination, from Jeff Davis to the
rebel General E. K. Smith, ordering certain bodies of troops to cross

to the east side of the Mississippi River, recommending that the

crossing should take place at some point above that part of the

river which is patrolled by the larger gunboats. The enemy must
not be allowed to cross the river. Officers commanding will develop
their utmost vigilance and activity, and take every possible precau-
tion to prevent such a movement. Vessels must be kept in motion,
night and day. Should it be necessary to move the ironclads, do not
hesitate to avail yourself of the services of any steamer or steamers
to tow them with rapidity to the point where the crossing may be
prevented.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut, TT. S. Navy, to Major-General Canby, U. S.

Army, regardini: gunlioats ordered as requested.

U. S. Flagship Hartford,
Mobile Bay, October 25, 1864.

General: I have sent orders to Commodore Palmer to send gun-

boats up to Eed River as requested by you. One gunboat can pre-

vent any force from crossing the river if the rebels have no vessels of

war for transferring their men, but gunboats must go in couples, to

act to the best advantage in such cases.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. G. Farragut,
Bear-Admiral.

Major-General E. E. S. Canby, U. S. Army,
Commanding Military Forces, Division of West Miss.,

Hdqrs. New Orleans.

Letter from MaJor-General Canby, 11. S. Army, to lieutenant-Commander Foster,

V. S. Navy, regarding the expected crossing by the enemy.

Hdqrs. MiLiTARr Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., October 25, 1864.

Captain: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the 22d instant. The original order to cross the

Mississippi River created great dissatisfaction among all the rebel

troops that were ordered to cross, but the mutiny was confined in

great measure to the Texas troops. Jefferson Davis, in renewing
the order to cross, has endeavored to provide for this difficulty by
substituting Wharton's division for Walker's. I have no double the
attempt to cross will be made by at least a part of the forces now
west of the Mississippi. The exchange proposed for the engineer of
Captain Ramsay's vessel will be made if there should be no special

objection to it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Oormnhanding.

Capt. James P. Foster, U. S. Navy,
Gomdg. 3d and 4th Dists., Miss. Squadron,

Ojf Mouth of Red River.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, TT. S. Navy, giving information received from
Lieutenant-Commander Wilson, XT. S. Navy.

No. 12.]

U. S. Mississippi Sqttadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 7, 1864.

Sir: Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson, commanding the
river district next above New Orleans, reports, under date of 26th
ultimo, that General Canby has given him notice that the rebels
would probably try to cross at or near Gaines Landing, below the
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Arkansas River. Lieutenant-Commander Wilson adds that General
Canby is so much concerned about this probable movement of the

enemy as to apply to Admiral Farragut for vessels to go up the

river.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Beport of Acting Bear-Admiral Lee, IT. S. Navy, giving information received
from Lieutenant-Commander Cornwell, U. S. Navy.

No. 13.]

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 8, 1864-

Sir: Lieutenant-Commander Cornwell, commanding Second Dis-

trict, reports, under date of October 26 (received to-day) , that General

Canby had informed him that the rebel " troops have refused to cross

the river, and that he had no apprehensions on the subject."

Lieutenant-Commander Cornwell does not give the date of his

advices. Lieutenant-Commander Wilson's information from General

Canby, referred to in my No. 12 of 7th instant, was received on the

22d ; the date of the communication was not stated, however.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Captain Lee, U. S. Navy, accepting convmand of the

Mississippi Squadron.

Washington, October 19, 186^.

Sik: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart-

ment's communication of the I7th instant, and to accept the command
of the Mississippi Squadron.

I beg leave to make my acknowledgments for this indication of

your continued confidence.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

P. S.—I desire, unless greater dispatch is necessary, to leave here on

Wednesday next for Cairo, via Philadelphia.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department,
Washington, October 21, 1864-

Sir : The Department has received your letter of the 19th instant,

accepting the command of the Mississippi Squadron, tendered to you

in its letter of the 17th instant.

You can delay your departure until the 26th instant, when you will

proceed to Cairo and assume command of the squadron, hoistmg the

flag of an acting rear-admiral.

Very respectfully, etc., Gideon Welles,
Secretatry of the Navy.

Captain S. P. Lee, U. S. Navy,
Washington.

Report of Commander Bryson, U. S. Navy, on assuming command of

the U. S. S. Essex.

U. S. Naval Station,

Mound City, III, October 21, 186^.

Sir : I respectfully state that I reported this day to the senior naval

officer present for the command of the U. S. S. Essex.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. Bryson,
Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Letter from Corrmvand^r Townsend, JJ. S. Navy, to Major Morgan,
U. S. Army, making enquiry regarding the movements of the

enemy against Memphis, Tenn.

U. S. Ironclad Essex,
Memphis, October 22, 1864..

Dear Major : I send an officer again to ask if you have any further
information regarding the position or movements of the enemy.
Captain Pennock tells me that he may leave in the morning, and he
desires to have the latest news. I must say it is my own opinion that
the rebels have not in any degree abandoned their intention to attack
Memphis. Their last known positions place them on roads radiating
hence like a fan, and much nearer Memphis than to Columbus, or any
other seemingly threatened point. They desire to lull us into a fatal
security by circulating rumors of intended movements into Western
Kentucky. But I have no fear that they will deceive you into a
disregard of all prudent preparations.

Yours, very truly, Egbert Townsend,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Major William H. Morgan,
Chief of Staff, etc.
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RepoH of Captain Lee, U. S. Navy, requesting that marines or
soldiers he placed ai his disposition for service in the Western
nvers

Washington, Monday, October 2^, I864.
Sir: The Department's order of the 21st instant, directing me to

assume command of the Mississippi Sqtiadron, was received last
evening.

I suggest for the consideration of the Department the importance
of having 1,000 marines or other soldiers, with a correspondmg pro-
vision of fieldpieces and transportation, placed at my disposition for
the purpose of capturing armed parties interrupting the navigation
of the Western rivers.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welo)8,
Secretary of the Na'vy, Washington, D. 0.

Report of Captain Pennock, U. S. Naioy, referring to cooperation of
gunboats for the protection of Columbus, Ky., and Memphis,
Tenn.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Memphis, Tenn., October 25, I864..

Sir: Since my communication of the 4th instant (No. 11) I have
visited Columbus, Ky., where I was informed that only 400 effective

troops were stationed for its defense, and that an attack on the post
was expected. The commanding officer of the garrison had stated to

Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell that he would oe obliged to abandon
the post in the event of his gunboats being withdrawn. This being
out of the question, I reinforced him with another gunboat and re-

mained there until additional troops arrived, and all immediate
danger of attack subsided.

I arrived in Memphis on the 17th, where, as I anticipated, an
attack was hourly expected. I had a strong force of gunboats at

this place, and was enabled, by a cordial cooperation with the com-
manding general, to arrange satisfactorily for the defense of the

city-

Information no doubt reached the rebels that the army and navy
were prepared to receive them. Learning that they had passed to

the northward and halted, I felt satisfied that there were no fears of

an attack at that time.

I therefore availed myself of the opportunity to visit the monitor
Osage, which vessel has been high and dry for some months near
Helena, Ark.
Mechanics had been sent down to work on her, under the directions

of her commander, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George W. Kogers.

I found that owing to his able management the extensive repairs and
alterations which were required upon her were all in a forward state

of completion.

As soon as the river rises Hiifficiontly she will be floated off, and
will then be in far better condition than she was when first built.
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She now lies in a very exposed condition. I have added to her crew,

directed a gunboat to guard her, and requested General Buford, who
commands at Helena, to have a force to assist in her defense, should
it be necessary.

The falling water admonished me not to pass over Helena Bar in

this vessel. Wishing to keep within striking distance of the rebel

forces now moving in the vicinities of the upper part of the river, to

be in the position most favorable to hear of their movements, and
to be ready to concentrate a force of gunboats at any threatened point
of attack, I returned to this place.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Colonel Oshand, U. S. Army, referring to cooperation of
the U. S. S. Prairie Bird.

Headquarters Cavalrt Forces,
SldpwitKs Landing, October 27, 1864.

General: I have the honor to report that although some rebels
are reported, I have yet been able to find only a few at any one time.
Major Cook has proceeded up the Deer Creek as far as Greenville
and will swing aroimd via Lake Washington to camp here some time
to-morrow. About 30 mules, 50 cattle, 200 sheep, and 30 bales of
cotton have come in. I have found confiscable cotton to the amount
of 500 bales that requires from seven to twenty-five miles hauling.
To-night the gunboat No. 11 (Prairie Bird) will be at Ashton at

2 a. m., and I will have the Metropolitan there at that time to land
the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry. Captain Baccn is very desirous that
I remain a few days to attempt the solution of the mystery of their
crossing. Should I not receive orders from you to the contrary, I
shall be in Vicksburg Monday or Tuesday morning. Should "you
desire me to remain longer and scout the vicinity of Gaines Landing,
I will need rations for 650 men for such time as you may desig-
nate. * * *

E. D. OSBAND,
Colonel, CoTrmianding Cavalry Expedition.

Major-General N. J. T. Dana,
Commanding.

[Telegram.]

Lexington, October 27, 1864—10.30 a. m.
What gunboats have you at Paducah ? Call upon the naval com-

mander for assistance, and report what he can do for you.

S. G. BURBEIDGE,
Brevet Major-General, Commanding.

Brigadier-General S. Meredith,
Paducah, Ky.
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Letter from Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General
Smith, U. S. Ai-my, referring to the expected attack upon Memphis,
J. GThTbt

U. S. Ironclad Essex,
Memphis, Tenn., October 28, I864.

General: I have forwarded your communication, of this day's
date to the commander in chief of the Mississippi Squadron. As I
-was included in the address of your letter, I reply to your query by
saying I agree with you in thinking it will have a beneficial effect in
checking guerrilla outrages if steamers be forbidden to land on the
east bank cf the river between Columbus and this place. If you
will issue such an order I will not wait to hear from Captain Pen-
nock in regard to it, but will cooperate with you by giving a similar
order to the gunboats above Memphis. I also sent to Captain Pen-
nock the infoi-mation you received from Colonel Osband in regard
to another contemplated attack upon Memphis.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Robert Townsend,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Brigadier-General M. L. Smith, U. S. Volunteers,
Commanding District of West Tennessee ad interim.

Letter from, Captain Pennoch, TJ. S. Navy, commanding Mississippi
Squadron pro tern., to Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, regarding
expedition down the river.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Columbus, \_Ky.'\, October £8, 186^..

Dear Admiral : I did not go lower down the river than where the
Osage lies, hard aground. Falling water admonished me not to take
this vessel over Helena Bar, and I desired to keep within striking

distance of the enemy, who are now in strong force in Kentucky and
Tennessee. On my way down, I found only 400 effective troops at

Columbus. The commandant of the post told Captain Mitchell that

if the gunboats were taken away he would be obliged to evacuate the

place; of course, this was out of the question. I ordered another

gunboat there and remained myself until reinforcements arrived. I

then pushed on to Memphis, where I found an attack was hourly

expected, and with good reason, too. I had a good force of gun-
boats there, and both army and navy were well prepared to receive

the rebels. After hanging about the neighborhood a few days, the

rebs came to a conclusion that discretion was the better part of valor,

and moved off in a northerly direction. I am following them up,

for I have no doubt we shall have trouble on the upper river.

At Memphis I received a telegram from the Secretary of the Navy
(forwarded from Cairo), ordering Mr. Woodruff to report to you.

I have sent him as soon as I possibly could.

Mrs. Pennock writes me that she has seen Breese and Guild and
received a very kind note from you, informing her that you had
obtained an order from General Grant in relation to her father. She
feels grateful to you for this and your many other acts of kindness.
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As soon as Lieutenant-Commander May arrived I ordered him to

the command of the Fifth District and McCauley to this ship. I

found it necessary to have a captain for her, and one, too, in whom
I could confide. I thought it best that Flye should retain command
of the Benton for the present to aid May with his experience. I feel

deeply interested in your movements and wish you every success.

The Osage is in better condition now than when she was delivered
over to us. She is all ready to be floated off as soon as the river

rises. Mr. Laning is hard at work on the Indianola. The river is

falling very fast, and I fear we shall again have very low water,

which will interfere with our operations.

I expect to return to Mound City to-morrow to meet the commis-
sioners. When I get through with them, if all is quiet, I will go
down the river, even if I have to take a tinclad; that is to say, if

no one is sent out to relieve me. Give my warmest regards to Breese
and all friends, and tell Breese to write me.

Sincerely, your friend,

A. M. Pennock.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Poetee.

Order of Cormnander Tonmsend, V. S. Navy, to Liev;tenavi-Com-
mander Mitchell, U. S. Navy, prohibiting tlie landing of steamers
on east hank of river between, Memphis, Tenn., and Golumhus, Ky.

*

U. S. Ieonclad Essex,
Memphis, Tenn., October 29, I864.

Sra: After consultation with Brigadier-General M. L. Smith, it

has been agreed upon as a probable preventive of guerrilla outrages
above Memphis that steamers be forbidden to land on the east bank
of the river between Columbus and this place. So long as this
order is in force, you will please direct the gunboats under your
command not to permit any steamer to land (under protection or
not) on the eastern side of the river below Columburi. It will be
well to try whether cutting off their supplies will not induce the
inhabitants to take measures to prevent guerrilla attacks upon
steamers.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ROBEBT TOWNSEND,
Commander, U. S. Navy, Senior^ Officer.

Lieutenant-Commander John G. Mitchell, TJ. S. Navy,
Commanding Eighth District Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding conditions in
Kentucky and Tennessee.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., October 39, I864..

Sie : I have the honor to report my arrival at this place.
The enemy is reported in strong force in Kentucky and Tennessee,

and the intention appears to be to blockade the river below Johnson-
viUe and thus cut off supplies from General Sherman's army.



NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 705

Every precaution has been taken with the force now at my disposal
to prevent the accomplishment of their design.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

.
A. M. Pennock,

Captain, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Hon. Gideon AVelles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Commander Townsend,
U. S.Navy, transmitting copy of general order restricting the land-
ing of vessels unless under naval or military protection.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III, October 31, 1864.

Sir: * * * I enclose you Admiral Porter's Order No. 121,
which you will please have strictly carried out. The enemy are de-
sirous of capturing a boat to enable them to cross the river, and will
use all means to obtain this end, even if they are to succeed in getting
one which would only transfer a handful of men at a time. You will
therefore perceive the necessity of preventing any boats landing at
any point, above or below Memphis, except at military posts, or under
such protection as a gunboat gives when her guns cover the entire
landing and its approaches.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
Captain, U. S. Navy, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Commander Egbert Townsend,
Commanding V. S. S. Essex, Memphis.

[Enclosure.]

General Orders,! U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
No. 121. / . Flagship Black Hawk.

Cairo, III., November 12, 1863.

Owing to disobedience of orders on the part of Acting Master
Lyman Bartholomew, of U. S. S. Eastport, in permitting a steamer
to land when not imder his guns and protection, and then paying her
a visit in a boat with a small crew, the steamer Allen Collier was
destroyed by guerrillas and Mr. Bartholomew taken prisoner. This
is to notify all persons belonging to this squadron that no steamer
willj under any circumstances, be allowed to land at any point on the

Mississippi River except at a military post, or with a gunboat close

alongside of her, and in such a position that the guns of the gunboat
will completely command the levee.

David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

102008°—N w R—VOL 26—13 45
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[Telegram.]

Baton Rouge, October 31, 1864.

Eight torpedoes recently arrived at Clinton, [La.] , and about ten

days [later] they were sent in the direction of Bayou Sara, so the

scout of whom I telegraphed adds to his previous [report] . .

F. W. Emery,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Endorsement.]

New Oeleans, November i, 186^.

Official copy respectfully furnished the commanding officer U. S.

gunboat General Bragg.
C. T. Cheistensen,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brigadier-General Lee,
Headquarters Military Division West Mississippi.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to commanding
naval oncers at Paducah and Smithland, Ky., to forward dispatch

to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, V. S. Navy.

Flagship Black Hawk,
Thursday, November 1, 186^—1 a. ttv.

I wish Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch to receive the enclosed

important dispatch as soon as possible. Send it to him immediately,

wherever he may be.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commianding Mississippi Squadron.

Commanding Naval Oeficers at Paducah and Smithland.

Report of Acting Rear-Adrrdral Lee, V. S. Navy, upon assuming
command of the Misswsippi Squadron.

No. 1.] Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 1, 1864.

Sir : To-day I assume command of the Mississippi Squadron.
The enemy is active on the Tennessee River. The Undine (gun-

boat No. 55) and two army transports were, it is reported (but not
officially), captured on the Tennessee River just before my arrival.
The Undine was a small tinclad, or light-draft, carrying only
howitzers.

Captain Pennock informs me that every available gunboat has
been sent to Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, commanding in that
locality, and that 10 additional light-draft steamers are necessary on
the Ohio and its tributaries and on the Mississippi. I reconmiend
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that authority be given to obtain and equip these 10 steamers with
all practicable dispatch.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commamding Mississippi Squadron,.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, Z>. 0.

Report of Acting Master Devoe, TJ. S. Navy, giving information re-
garding torpedoes to he placed ly the enemy in the river at Bayou
Sara and Tunica Bend.

U. S. S. General Bragg,
Off New Orleans, November 2, 1864.

Captain: I have the honor to report to you that I have reliable
information that eight large torpedoes, made of square iron chests,
furnished on top with tubes 5 feet long, with percussion attachments,
were sent from Clinton, La., October 18—four to Bayou Sara and
four to Tunica Bend—to be placed in the river at those points.

I have advised Captain Foster, who is now here as a witness on a
court-martial, of the facts. I shall endeavor to make further investi-
gation.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. Devoe,
Acting Master, V. S. Navy.

Captain A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

[Endorsement.]

Acknowledged. Print it and send to each army officer.

As this is signed by an officer and not marked " Confidential," it

was put in the printer's hands without its occurring to me that the
writer is a detective. L.

Noverriber H.—Acknowledged. Source of information desired.

Printed, Special Order No. 1.

Letter from. Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to quartermaster
at Cairo, III., stating his inability to furnish protection to sunken
steamer Universe.

Mound City, November 2, 1864.

Sir : I have received your communication of this date, and regret

that I have no gunboat to protect the sunken steamer Universe. The
present active operations in the Tennesse River and the necessity for

preventing the enemy from crossing the Mississippi requires all the
available force.

I suggest that some fieldpieces and troops be sent down on the
bell boat, and I hereby write to the commanding naval officer at

Memphis, directing him to give all the aid in his power.
Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Captain and Quartermaster A. C. Woolfolk,
Cairo, III.
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Letter from the Secretary of the Nmy to Acting Bear-Admiral Lee,

v. S. Navy, regarding request of the latter for marines for Western

waters.
Navy Department, November 2, 1864-.

Sir : Your application for g, thousand marines for service in the

Mississippi Squadron was referred to the commandant of the Marine

Corps, who states that there is " a great want of men to comply with

the daily demands made upon us for guards for vessels going to sea."

Yery respectfully, etc.,

Gideon WeliiES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

Report of Rear Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report

regarding the clairrb for railroad) iron captured by Mississippi

Squadron in Red River.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern,

B-Oimpton Roads,_November 3, 1861^.

Sir: In reference to the enclosed letter, I beg leave to make the

following statement : The railroad iron in question was in the posses-

sion of the rebel authorities and used to cover the casemates of Fort
De Russy, on Red River. Part of it was used by our army in con-

structing the dam at Alexandria; the remainder was sent to Cairo,

to be reported to the court or used for the Government.
The man Roberts was arrested as a spy, having given all kinds of

information to the rebels. He was turned over to General Banks
for trial.

I am convinced that the iron was the property of the rebel Govern-
ment, or under seizure by them. It is a matter for the court to de-

cide, and I presume Captain Pennock has taken the proper steps

with regard to it.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admircd.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

r Enclosure.]

Flagship Malvern,
Hampton Roads, November 3, 186^.

Sir: I have to state in reference to the railroad iron captured by
the Mississippi Squadron up Red River, that while on a reconnois-
sance above the falls previous to the passage of the fleet, I met at a
house on the bank a man who, in the course of a conversation, claimed
to own the railroad iron at Alexandria.
He stated that the Confederate Government had seized it and that

he had been paid for a portion of it, which had been used, he sup-
posed, on the rebel ironclads, but that that at Alexandria had never
been paid for. He stated, further, that he got out of the Confederacy
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on the plea of being an alien (an Irishman), had gone abroad to
Ireland, had lived there some time, returned to Natchez, and had
made his way across the country to look out for his property. This
person claimed to be a Union man.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. E. Brbese,
Fleet Captain, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Squadron,

Flagship Mdlvem, Hampton Roads, Va.

Order of Acting Rear-Admdral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-
Commander Mitchell, U. S. Navy, to give assistance to sunken
steamer Universe.

MoTJND City, Novemher 3, 186^.

Sir : I desire that you will give such protection and assistance as

may be in your power to the sunken steamer Universe and to the

parties who will be sent with a bell boat to raise her, without, how-
ever, allowing necessary naval movements and operations to be inter-

fered with by so doing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Corwmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Mitchell,
Commanding Eighth District.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Commander
Townsend, U. S. Navy, 'regarding transfer of convmand.

Mound City, November 3, 186^..

Sir: Your relief. Commander Bryson, having reported, you are

authorized to turn over the command of the Essex to him and to

report to me here.

Very respectfully, yours,
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Cormnanding Mississippi Squadron.

Commander Robt. Townsend,
U. S. S. Essex.

Report of Acting Master Devoe, U. S. Navy, requesting the services

of the U. S. S. General Bragg, for restricting- the placing of tor-

pedoes.

On Board U. S. S. General Bragg,

Off New Orleans, November 4, ISSIf..

Captain : On the 2d instant I had the honor to transmit to you by
the steamer M. Forsyth, a report of the discovery of the transship-

ment of eight torpedoes, made of square chests of iron, and furnished
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with tubes 5 feet in length, and percussion attachments, from Clin-

ton, La., four of which were destined for the river in the vicinity of

Bayou Sara, and four for Tunica Bend. I also advised you in that

dispatch that I had reported the fact to Captain J. P. Foster. Since

that time I have seen Captain Wilson, of the Ouachita, and com-

municated to him the same information.

I respectfully suggest to you that if I had placed at n^ disposal

some swift vessel, like the Bragg, to ply between such points, as the

exigency of the service in which I am engaged requires, great public

good would result therefrom. Captain Dominy, of the Bragg, is

well acquainted not only with all points between Natchez and New
Orleans, but with the principal personages to communicate with to

obtain information of importance to the Government. From what

I have been able to judge, there are two great central points of oper-

ations for the rebels to procure-supplies, one of which has its center

at St. Louis, Mo., and is operated between that point and Natchez;

and the other at New Orleans, [operated] from that point up. The
provost-marshals at these points, and particularly at New Orleans,

seem to be very generous in granting permits—and more especially

so to good-looking and interesting ladies. The Government aids and
detectives on board of packets seem to be, in general, of very easy

virtue, and ready to be convinced by solid arguments. Thosie on the

lower portion of the river are most particularly so, and I think they

require fully as much surveillance as the passengers on board the

vessels. With a little practice, and a more thorough knowledge of

the country, I feel confident in being able to secure important results.

I have already succeeded in establishing confidential relations be-

tween myself and persons at Morganza. and Tunica Bend, and think
that if I were to be placed in a position so that I might quickly move
from point to point, as the exigencies of the service might require,

great advantages to the Government would be the result. In my
view, the greatest dangers to our fleet lie below Natchez and above
New Orleans. Natchez, also, is a point which requires surveillance.

If it meets your views, and you think that the exigencies of the

service will permit of it, I would respectfully suggest to you that

Captain Dominy (in whom, after a full trial, I feel the utmost
confidence) be directed to cruise between Natchez and New Orleans,
and remain such a length of time as may be necessary to accomplish
the results desired at any point.

I think that by these means I shall be enabled to secure on shore
such relations as will be of great value to the Government. I have
already in my possession the secret cipher of the rebels, and can place
myself in such a position as to intercept all their communications
between Natchez and Donaldsonville. Should you desire it, I will

forward you a copy of the rebel cipher and instructions how to use it.

I simply throw out these hints to you for what they may be worth,
and will await your orders.

In the meantime, if any letters or packages are in your possession
for me, do me the favor to forward them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

J. B. Devoe, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. M. Pennock, TJ. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.
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Report of F. H. Gerdes^ advisirtg that the officers of the U. S. Coast
Survey he given assimilated rank in the Na/oy.

Mound City, November 4, 1864.

Admiral: In making surveys and reconnoissances on the Missis-
sippi River, in which I am at present engaged under your orders, it

is unavoidable to land very frequently on the respective shores, for
the purpose of making measurements to certain objects, for observing
angles and bearings, for sketching of landings, of the roads and
houses, of the cultivation, etc., and to penetrate occasionally short
distances from the banks, to gain information about communication
between the river and inland towns and districts, and about such
localities, which are mostly used by the rebels for crossing from one
side to the other. With the utmost precaution which I have always
employed to prevent surprise, it remains nevertheless extremely diffi-

cult to guard myself and party from danger of attack. At Grand
Gulf last spring I was daily aware of guerrilla bands which very
frequently approached us within rifle fire and used their arms on
every occasion against us. In case of a sudden surprise and capture
myself and party would be in a very sad predicament, having been
taken in what the rebels assert to be their territory, with instruments

in hand and in the very act of surveying their lines and fortifications,

etc., and we might be treated by these lawless bands as spies or, in

the best case, as common soldiers or sailors, holding no commission
whatever except an order from civil authorities. I spoke to Rear-
Admiral Porter on the subject and he fully agreed with me that it

would be just and prudent to procure for us a certain assimilated

rank and to authorize me and my party to wear uniform accordingly.

Mr. [J. E.] Hilgard,'the assistant in charge of the Coast Survey, met
the admiral su&equently in the Navy Department in Washington
and was informed by him that he had conversed on the subject with

the honorable Assistant Secretary, who had no objection to such an
arrangement and that it would be therefore carried out before my
return to the West. I suppose the more pressing duties attending to

his transfer to another station have interfered with the admiral's

attention to this subject and I therefore beg leave to lay the matter

before you.

I have been nearly thirty years in the service without any leave or

furlough, and this is the fourth season that I have been attached to

the Mortar Flotilla and Mississippi Squadron. My officers are sub-

assistants and aids, all promising young men, to wit:

F. P. Webber, senior subassistant ; served in the Army as topo-

graphical engineer. Occupation, triangulation and topography.

T. C. Bowie, subassistant, eight years in the service, of which three

were in the Mississippi fleet. Occupation, hydrography and recon-

noissance.

A. T. Mosman, subassistant ; I think he served, too, in the Army.
J. B. Adamson, aid ; served four years, of which two years were in

the Mississippi fleet.

B. B. Sengteller, aid ; service several years.

F. W. Perkins, aid; several years' service.

Of these, only Subassistant Bowie and Mr. Adamson are for the

present here. The others are to join me after Rear-Admiral Davis
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has no further use of my services in the navy-yard commission, when

I have to continue the regular river reconnoissance. A commission,

with an assimilated rank, would, of course, involve no expenditure to

the Department whatever, as the salaries are paid by the Coast

Survey, nor would it interfere in any way with the promotion of

others. I have the honor to be.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

F. H. Gerdes,

Assistant U. S. Coast Survey, attached as

Topografhical Engineer to the Mississippi Squadron.

Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Comnmnding Mississippi Squadron.

I Endorsement.]

Respectfully referred to Navy Department with recommendation
that rank be conferred, as suggested, and that it be made to corre-

spond with naval rank at similar rates of pay as far as practicable.

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Master Devoe, TJ . S. Navy, regarding an investi-

gation of the preparation of torpedoes iy the Confederates.

On Board U. S. S. General, Bragg,

Off Baton Rouge, November 5, I86J1..

Captain: I wrote you on the 3d [4th] advising you of some dis-

coveries which I had made in relation to torpedoes. Since that time
I have left New Orleans on the General Bragg, and am now on my
way to her station, where I propose to pursue the investigation of
the matter entrusted to me. Since I wrote you, I have had an inter-

view with a person named Dorthula Williams (a yellow woman)
and others, from whom I have gained the following information:
The torpedo which was picked up hy Captain J. P. Foster was

manufactured about 6 miles back of Tunica Bend, in the rear of Eat-
liff's Landing, under the supervision of Colonel Hill, who is now
reported to be dead. The powder with which the torpedoes (20 in
number) were charged was procured by Hill from a place called
Woodville. He had associated with him in their manufacture a Mr.
Thompson, Bether, and Curry. The torpedoes were
made m a pasture lot near Bayou Sara Creek, about 5 or 6 miles
from the river. The landing is at Ratliff's Landing; the road is

straight out from the levee to a creek (about 4 miles back) , which is

to be crossed. Then the left-hand road is to be taken for about 1
mile, till three large chimneys of a sugar house are reached, and an
old pasture lot is the scene of operations.
Torpedoes are now also made at and near Black Hawk Point.

That which was caught by Captain Foster was made at the first

place which I have mentioned, and was put into the water by Raph.
Jackson and two others, named Thomas and Bether. An old negro
called "Old Pat," who belongs to Raph. Jackson, hauled the tor-
pedoes in a wagon from the place they were made to the head of
Cat Island, and they were put into the watpr (9n »f tVioTn ar^/i 1 ^j=
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which Captain Foster discovered) by Jackson and the two others
whom I have mentioned. All of these torpedoes seem .to have failed
because of some fault in their construction. They were made of
demijohns, filled with powder, covered with an additional basket-
like protection, and filled with tubes and floats. Some of them were
calculated to float and to explode after contact with some obstacle to
their progress, and others were to be anchored and to be pulled off

by lines connected with the shore. All of these infernal contrivances
have failed; and the rebels have now adopted another form, eight
of which have been completed at Clinton, La., as I advised you a
day or two since. They are made of square iron chests and pro-
vided with tubes 5 feet in length, armed with percussion attachments.
We shall trjr to make these as unavailable as those which I have first

mentioned, if you will give me some latitude of command of the
movement of a swift vessel like the Bragg. Of course you will read-
ily perceive that in an investigation like that which I am pursuing
circumstances must always govern movements to be successful. To
lose the time necessary to communicate with your headquarters to

make known facts, receive orders, and execute them, would be to

hazard all, and, perhaps, endanger the safety of many vessels in the
fleet. At present I am circumscribed in my movements and opera-
tions, and can only proceed under your order or that of your divi-

sion officer. Circumstances have already arisen in the execution of

the verbal orders given me by you which would make it necessary

for me to «iove from point to point with celerity to insure success

;

but I have no power to do so at present under my control. Rapidity
of manipulation of the information procured is absolutely necessary,

always, to success ; and a thorough knowledge of the country and its

residents are no less secondary. I find these essentials in Captain
Dominy, the commander of the Bragg, in whom I have found a ready
and intelligent cooperator in every, respect, and a thorough, stanch,

and true man.
Pardon me if I am overzealous in suggesting that, if the exigen-

cies of the service will allow of it, the Bragg be detailed at present

for the prosecution of the service in which I am engaged, with au-

thority to move to any and all points on the Mississippi requisite for

the public good. However, your own superior judgment and expe-

rience will enable you to apply the proper remedy, and give me such

instructions as may be necessary to accomplish what you desire.

I am now on my way to ascertain whether, at this time, torpedoes

are made at or near the point which I have before mentioned herein,

and I will report the result of my investigations to you.

I have also ascertained the fact that a rebel mail from Richmond
and other points is crossed every Thursday night at the foot of

Tunica Island in a skiff by a person named Curry, who is guarded

and protected by a rebel sergeant named Tony Dougherty and 20

scouts. With proper vigilance and management these mails, or some
of them, may be captured, and valuable information procured.

In short, I am only able to throw out to you crude hints suggested

to my mind, after a superficial investigation, and which may be made
valuable to the interests of the Government by a prompt and vigor-

ous course of action. You will readily perceive the disadvantages

under which I labor, and I hope to receive from you the necessary

power to remedy them.
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Pardon me if I respectfully suggest to you that I should be
furnished with written orders, empowering me to order the arrest

and confinement of any person or persons whom I may find acting

in an unlawful or treasonable manner toward our Government. As
the case iiow stands, I am comparatively powerless to arrest, no
matter how grave the offense may be. All arrests made in pursuance
of such power should be reported at once to such authority as you
may direct for investigation and judgment.
Permit me also to respectfully suggest that I should be furnished

with discretionary power to move from point to point, as the necessi-

ties of the service may require.

After I finish this business, if the interests of the Government will

permit it, I should like to receive permission to visit you at Cairo and
lay before you many important facts which have been presented to
me in my service down the river, and to perfect a plan of communi-
cation and cooperation with you. There are many things of im-
portance which I could say to you, and which I would hesitate to put
in writing.

I think that, if you will give me the necessary power, I can not
only detect but also arrest many of Ihese torpedo and mail criminals
against our Government.

Since I have been in New Orleans, I have had personal interviews
with Major-Generals Canby and Hurlbut and their provost-marshal
generals, and have effected with them plans of cooperation for the
furtherartce of the interests of the Government. I have received the
utmost courtesy and attention from all of the officials, military and
naval, and feel confident that I shall receive a hearty cooperation
from them all.

Of course I have only made known the real object of my mission
to the commanding officers of departments and to Captains Foster
and Dominy, under strict injunctions of secrecy. It was necessary.
In my investigations I have found it necessary to have the assist-

ance of a thoroughly stanch and reliable interpreter. I was for-
tunate enough to discover an old servant of mine attached to the
Eleventh New York Cavalry, and I applied to Major-General Canby
to have him detailed for special service under my orders. He at
once granted my request, and I now have an order transferring him
from his regiment to act under my orders. Will you do me the
favor to send me the necessary authority to have him subsisted and
go with me? I know him and can trust him. I would hesitate to
do so to a stranger. His name is Herman Houhege.

If I have been unnecessarily prolix in this communication, you
will please excuse it, on the ground of my being desirous to be thor-
oughly understood by you.

Please forward me any letters or packages which you may have
directed to me, on the General Bragg.

Very respectfully, your obeclient servant,

^ .
J. B. Devoe, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy.
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mownd City, III.

P- S.—Please send me some official writing paper and envelopes.
Please send by first conveyance—transport or packet—instructions,
^^- J. B. D.
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[Endorsement No. 1.]

BiiAOK Hawk, November 15^ 1864.

Eeceived and read and referred back to Captain Pennock to
endorse and return to me with the expression of his opinion as to
the measure of confidence to be placed in the writer and in his recom-
mendations.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

[Endorsement No. 2.]

November 16, 1864.

Mr. Devoe, the writer of the within communication, is, I under-
stand, a New York detective. He was appointed an acting master
upon recommendation of Rear-Admiral Porter.

Personally I know but little of Mr. Devoe, but should place confi-

dence in any statement made by a person to whom Admiral Porter
had assigned so important duty.

Very respectfully, A. M. Pennock,
Commandant of Station.

Special order of Major-General Canhy, TJ. S. Army, for the instruc-

tion of naval officers in the Army coae of signals.

Special Orders, 1 Hdqrs. Mil. Division of West Miss.,

No. 178. J
New Orleans, La., November 6, 1864.

ie if « 4: !|: 4: «

2. Lieutenant Frank N. "Wicker, Signal Corps, IT. S. Army, will

proceed by first transport to Mound City, 111., and report in person
to Captain A. M. Pennock, commanding Mississippi Naval Squadron,
on business connected with the army code of signals. Having made
satisfactory arrangements with the commanding officer of the Missis-

sippi Squadron, Lieutenant Wicker will at once enter upon the duty
of instructing the officers of the squadron in the army code of
signals, and will make requisition upon the chief signal officer. Mili-

tary Division of West Mississippi, for any assistant that he may
need, and upon the acting assistant quartermaster and acting ord-
nance officer. Signal Corps, Military Division West Mississippi, for

any equipments and stores that may be necessary for the proper
discharge of his duties. Sergeant Rich, Signal Corps, U. S. Army,
will report to Lieutenant Wicker for duty.

By order of Major-General E. R. S. Canby

:

C. T. Christensen,
Lieutenant-ColoTiel and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General
Ganhy, U. S. Army, tramsmAtting copy of General Order No. 1.

Mound Citt, November 5, 186Jf.

General : I beg leave to enclose for your information my General
Order No. 1, issued on assuming command of this squadron.

It is my purpose to cooperate heartily with you and to cultivate

the best relations between the two arms of the public defense.

I transmit enclosed three of Admiral Porter's General Orders, Nos.
121,* 209,* and 227, respecting the landing of trading steamboats
on the Mississippi. Before my arrival and on receipt of your confi-

dential communication of the 18th ultimo to officers commanding
gunboats on the Mississippi River, Captain Pennock, then command-
ing this squadron, gave instructions substantially enforcing Admiral
Porter's General Order No. 121, with the view to meet your object,

and prevent the crossing of rebel troops to the east side of the
Mississippi.

It is desirable to have an open and very clear understanding on
this hitherto vexed question of trade, so that while legal trade and
the authorized plantation system may be carried on the military
interests of the country may not suffer.

I have the honor to be, general,

Veiy respectfully, yours, S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General E. E. S. Canby,
Commvanding Military Division of West Mississippi.

[Enclosures.]

General Order 1 Mississippi Squadron,
No. 1.

J Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 1, I864.

By order of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, I assume com-
mand of the Mississippi Squadron.

Existing squadron orders and regulations will remain in force until
otherwise directed.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

General Order 1 Mississippi Squadron,
No. 227.

J Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, June 29, 1864..

The order relating to the shipping of supplies to the rebels does
not apply to plantation supplies, which can be landed under whole-
some restrictions.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

* See pp. 347, T05.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain,
Pennock, V. S. Navy, to prepare for service the U. S. steamers
Cvndrmati and Tuscunibia.

Mound City, III., November 5, 186^.
Sir: I desire you, as I mentioned to you on the 1st instant, to repair

and equip the ironclad Gin<n,nnati for service with all dispatch.
Enclosed is an order for survey on the Tuscumbia; Acting Naval
Constructor [Charles F.] Kendall is on it and is absent on leave at
Cincinnati, but is telegraphed to return here immediately.
Next to the Cincinnati and at the same time, as far as practicable,

push the preparation of the Tuscumbia for service.
Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Convmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Commanding Naval Station, Movmd City, III.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Bacon, TJ. 8. Nam/, to Major-
General Dana V. S. Army, in view of information of the move-
ment of Confederate force in attempts to cross the Mississippi,
River at Gaines Landing, Ark.

U. S. S. LOUISVILL'E,

Ojf. SkipwitKs Landing, November 5, ISdJf..

Sib : I have just received information from the commanding officer

of the U. S. S. Argosy that Parsons's brigade (rebels) is 10 miles
back of Gaines Landing and is receiving reinforcements rapidly.

They have artillery with them and orders have been read to the troops
that they are to cross this river. This information was obtained from
two deserters who have arrived at the gunboat Romeo. I shall leave
immediately for that place. Any assistance that you can render me by
forwarding information to the vessels below will be very acceptable.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geokge Bacon,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. 6th Dist. Mississippi Squad.

Major-General Dana,
. Convmanding Sixteenth Army Cor-ps.

[Telegram.]

Cipher.] Cairo, November 6, 186

^

—10 a. m.

I have assumed command of the Mississippi Squadron. Lieuten-

ant-Commander J. W. Shirk commands the division of gunboats
operating from Cairo, on the Ohio, to Mussel Shoals, in the Tennessee
Eiver. Lieutenant M. Forrest commands the four small gunboats *

above Mussel Shoals. Captain Pennock, my fleet captain, commands
the temporary naval station, Mound City, 111., and will act on com-

* Built there by the Army.
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munications received in my absence. Four small gunboats have
lately been overpowered by the enemy and destroyed on the Ten-
nessee Kiver below Johnsonville, which place I am informed can only
be saved by a large land force and some ironclads. There is not

water enough in the Tennessee River for ironclads. When that river

rises the absence of the four light-draft monitors sent to Admiral
Farragut will be severely felt. The other ironclads are patrolling

the Mississippi River to prevent the enemy from crossing to the east

side, as required by Jeff Davis's intercepted cipher dispatch of Sep-
tember 30.* I will endeavor to have an ironclad force ready for the

rise in the Tennessee River, and will always cooperate cordially with
you.

S. P. Lee, Rear-AdmircH.
Major-General Thomas.

Letter from Major-GenerdL Dana, TJ. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Bacon, TJ. S. Namy, regarding proposed movement to

Gaines Landing, Ark.

Headquaktees Sixteenth Aemt Corps,
Vickshurg, Miss., November 6, 1864..

Your dispatch of yesterday was handed me about an hour since.

I have sent a tug with your letter to Lieutenant-Commander May.
My transports, with 1,000 cavalry and section of artillery, will leave
here for Gaines Landing or that vicinity to-night. I have no doubt
of your entire success and the great disgust of the rebels at another
failure.

Very respectfully, N. J. T. Dana,
Major-General.

Lieutenant-Commander George Bacon,
Commanding Sixth. District Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Acting Rear-Adrmral Lee, XJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-
Commander McCauley, TJ. S. Navy, to assume command of the
Fifth District and TJ. S. S. Benton.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 6, 186^.

Sir: You are hereby detached from the U. S. S. Black Hawk, and
on the adjourning of the court of enquiry concerning the loss of the
U. S. S. TJndine, you will proceed down the river on the U. S. S.
Sihyl and assume command of the Fifth District and the U. S. S.
Benton.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. .
S. P. Lee.

Acting Rear-Adrrdral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCatjlet. U. S. Navy,

U. S. S. Black Hawk, Mound City, III.

* See p. 695.
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Order of Acting Rear-Adrmral Lee, U. JS. Navy, to Lieutenant-
Commander McCauley, U. S. Navy, regarding the relief of the

U. S. S. Neosho iy the V. S. S. Pittsburg.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, Novemher 7, 186^.

Sir : You will please order the commanding officer of the U. S. S.

Pittsburg to proceed with his vessel to the Sixth District, to report
to Lieutenant-Commander Bacon as a relief for the U. S. S. Neosho.
Authorize him to press into service for the purpose of towing any

steamer that is bound up river. Caution him to keep an exact account
of the time the steamer is employed by him, as well as the amount
of coal furnished.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding 3Iississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCaulet,
Com/manding Fifth District.

Order of Acting Bear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Atkinson, V. S. Navy, comrthanding V . S. S. Sibyl, to

proceed down the river on special duty.

Mound Citt, November 7, 1864.

Sik: You will, with the vessel under your command, proceed

down the Missisippi River and deliver the documents which will be

entrusted to your care to the officers to whom they are addressed.

You will also take the sick and wounded men from the IJ. S. S.

Fairy and deliver them to the surgeon in charge of the naval hospital

at Memphis, Tenn.
After performing this duty, return to this place. Use all dispatch

m the execution of this order.

Respectfully, yours,
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral., Corrvmarvding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. W. Atkinson,
Commanding U. S. S. Sibyl.

General order of Acting Rear-Adndral Lee, U. 8. Navy, assigning

officers to cmnmand the several districts, Mississippi Squadron.

General Order,! Mississippi Squadron,

No 5. ] Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 7, 186^.

1. During the temporary absence of Lieutenant-Commander Fos-

ter, Lieutenant-Commander Cornwell, commanding the Second Dis-

trict, will also command the Third.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCauley will relieve Lieutenant-

Commander May of the command of the Fifth District, and will

also assume command of the U. S. S. Benton.
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Lieutenant-Commander May will assume command of the Fourth
District. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant William Flye is detached
from the Benton, and will assume comma,nd of the Lexington.

II. The U. S. S. General Price is transferred from the First Dis-

trict to the Second, and will patrol Second and Third districts.

The U. S. S. Avenger is transferred from the Second District to

the Fifth.

The U. S. S. Vindicator is transferred from the Fifth District to

the Sixth. These two vessels will patrol actively their respective

districts.

The U. S. S. Pittsburg is transferred from the Fifth District to the
Sixth.

The U. S. S. Neosho is transferred from the Sixth District to the
Ohio River.

III. Divisional officers will dispose of their vessels so as to control
the crossings, and for the purpose of quickly reaching an objective
point, they will observe the advantage of having their supporting
vessels so placed as to move with rather than against the current.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Acting Rear-Adndral Lee, V. 8. Navy, to Lieutenani-Com-
mander Mitckell, U. S. Navy, regarding vessels for the Eighth
District.

Mound City, November 7, ISeJ,..

_
Sir: Yours of 4th instant is received, reporting the need of addi-

tional vessels in your district.

Take the Sibyl, on her return from North Atlantic, for service in
your district and send the Huntress here for repairs.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Adndral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander J. D. Mitchell,
Commanding Eighth District.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Shirk, V. S. Navy, to report as to the establishment of
magazine for ordnanee supplies at Johnsonville, Tenn.

Mound City, November 7, 186i^.
Sir: I desire that you ascertain and report as soon as practicable,

whether or not a magazine for naval ordnance supplies can be advan-
tageously established at Johnsonville, [Tenn.], and also whether
there is a sufficient pool of water there, or in the vicinity, for an
ironclad to move m, atany stage of water, for the defense of the
magazine and army station.

Respectfully, yours.

Acting Rear-Adndral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Shirk,

Commanding Ninth District.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admirdt Lee, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Pattison, V. S. Navy, urging dispatch in repairs to the
TJ. S. S.-Carondelet.

MotJND City, November 7, I684.
Sir : I send the Volunteer to tow the Carondelet up, expecting that

the directions given by Captain Pennock have been carried out and
the repairs to her machinery completed.

If this is not the case, urge the completion of the repairs with the
utmost dispatch, and send her here in tow of the Volunteer the very
hour that her machinery can be turned over.

Eespectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Actvng Rear-Admiral, Commofnding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Thomas Pattison,
Commanding Naval Station, Memphis, Term.

November 8, [1864].

P. S.—The Volvmteer not being ready, the Benefit is sent in her
place.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hill, U. S. Navy, command-
ing TJ. S, S. Tyler, regarding expedition for the capture of Con-
federate officers near Island No. 68, November 7, I864.

TJ. S. S. Tyler,
Mouth of White River, Arkansas, Novemher 13, 186^.

Admiral: On the 7th instant, having positive information that
Colonel Warfield, Second Arkansas (rebel) Infantry, Captain War-
field, C. S. Army, and three other rebel officers were at the house of a
Mr. Carson, in Arkansas^ near Island 68, I dispatched a party on
shore at 2 a", m., surrounded the house and negro quarters without
alarming a soul, and searched the premises thoroughly. The stable

was situated some distance from the house, and, in the darkness,
escaped the attention of my officers at first, and when subsequently
searched evidences of the hasty departure of the desired parties were
all we obtained. They had selected this stable in preference to the

house, and thus escaped capture. Mr. Carson, who is the father-in-

law of Colonel Warfield, also has a son in the rebel Army, and all

his sympathies and proclivities are strongly and avowedly with the

rebellionj and his house has long been the rendezvous of the rebels in

his vicinity. You can judge therefore of my surprise when he intro-

duced one of his guests to me as Mrs. Warfield, the mother of two of

the rebel officers I was in search of, and requested the protection of

my vessel in shipping her cotton by the first transport steamer that

might pass. I at first indignantly refused, but she exhibited to me
the permit of Mr. EUery, the Treasury agent at Memphis, requesting

the cover of a gunboat for this shipment ; the permit duly endorsed
by Major-General Washburn, as also a permit for herself to land at

her plantation, sanctioned by my district commander ; and, in the face
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of all these documents, as I was upon the spot and a steamer then at

hand ready to take the cotton, I considered it proper to give her the

required protection, although with a very bad grace.

Permit me, admiral, respectfully to call your attention to the

anomaly of using every exertion to capture rebel oiEcers at 2 a. m.,

whose cotton I am called upon to protect in its shipment to a market
at 10 a. m. of the same day, thus affording them the means of supply-

ing themselves with every comfort money can procure ere they return

to their brother rebels in arms with Hood.
With great respect, I am, admiral, your obedient servant,

Frederic S. Hill,
Acting Volimteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, TJ. S. Navy^
Comdg. Miss. Squadron, Mound City, III.

[Telegram.]

MoTTTH or White River, November 8, 186^.

Arrived here at 7 a. m. to-day. Had interview with Captain
Bacon, of the Navy, last night at Gaines Landing. Left orders for

Dana's cavalry to make a thorough reconnoissance from Gaines
Landing. A force from this place made reconnoissance there yester-

day and developed no force at Bayou Magon. Lieutenant Earl, two
days since, discovered only cavalry there. A brigade and battery
had nearly all embarked for Devall's Bluff before we arrived. Will
send another brigade as soon as transportation can be forwarded.

J. J. Reynolds,
Major-General.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to commanding
officer of steamer Benefit, for delivery of dispatches and towing
duty.

Mound City, November 8, 186^.

Sir : Proceed with the Benefit under your command to Memphis,
Tenn., and deliver the accompanying communications to Lieutenant
Commander Pattison. Assist by towing the Carondelet to this
place, returning here with all practicable dispatch.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Commanding Officer Steamer Benefit.

Order of_ Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Acting Volun-
teer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, to launch the Indianola and
bring her to Mound City, III.

Mound City, [III.], November 9, 1864.
Sir: You will consider yourself as detached from the U. S. S.

Rattler since October 1, 1864, and detailed to take charge of the
U. S. S. Indianola, to launch and bring her to Mound City.
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You can draw rations for the mechanics you employ from the

U. S. S. Mound City or any gunboat that is detailed to assist you.
When the Indianola is launched, you are authorized to apply to the
commanding officers of the Fifth and Sixth districts for the Avenger
and Vindicator, provided the exigencies of the service will admit of
their being spared, using the former vessel alone until you meet the
latter. If, however, you meet with other boats sent to tow up the
Indianola, the services of the rams will be dispensed with. Should
you be able to arrange a tow upon advantageous terms with private

parties, you can do so in preference to applying for the rams.
Inform me of the condition of the Indianola and how much rise is

required to enable you to launch her.

I have read your letter of October 30, to Lieutenant-Commander
Greer, which is satisfactory so far as it goes, and has been on my
official file.

KespectfuUy, yours,
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jas. Laning,
U. S. S. Indianola, care of U. S. S. Movmd City.

Order of Acting Rear-Adimiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-

mander Bacon, U. S. Navy, regarding the use of the V. S. S.

Vindicator for towing the Indianola to Mound City.

Mound City, November 9, 1864..

Sir : Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Laning has permission to

apply to you for the services of the Vindicator, to assist in towing

the Indianola to this place after the latter is launched, provided the

exigencies of the service will admit of her being spared for this

purpose.
EespectfuUy, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Cormnamding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Geo. Bacon,
Commanding Sixth District and V. S. S. Louisville.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-

mander McCauley, U. S. Navy, regarding the use of the U. S. S.

Avenger for tawing the Indianola to Mound City.

Mound City, November 9, 1864.

Sir: Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Laning has permission to

apply to you for the services of the Avenger to assist in towing the

Indianola to this place after the latter is launched, provided the exi-

gencies of the service will admit of her being spared for this purpose.

KespectfuUy, yours, „ -.^ -r

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCauley,
Commanding V. S. S. Benton and 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee,

U. S. Navy, for the purchase of ten small steamers for Ms

command.
Navy Department, November 9, I864.

Sir: In accordance with your request, the Department authorizes

you to purchase, arm, and equip ten more small steamers of light draft

for service in the Mississippi Squadron. The bills of sale of the

vessels should be sent to the Bureau of Construction and the Depart-

ment advised of their names, guns, and tonnage.

In the semimonthly return of vessels in the squadron it will be an

improvement to add the names of the commanding officers of the

vessels and the number of guns the vessels carry.

Very respectfully, etc., Gideon Welues,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, on being

appointed to serve on the staff of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, TJ. S.

Navy.
TJ. S. S. Black Hawk,

Mound City, III., November 10, I864.

Sir : On the 6th I was honored by an order to serve on your staff,

and immediately commenced my duties, also assuming command of

this vessel. I am highly flattered by your appointment, but must
respectfully request that I may be relieved from its duties and allowed

to remain in command of this vessel. I feel that I can serve best the

interests of the service by being on duty not connected with office

work. In fact, I am convinced I am better qualified for the direct

duties of my profession than for those which involve the use of the

pen. I take much interest in the squadron and in the service and
will endeavor to make myself generally useful, which, from my posi-

tion as captain of the flagship, I am sure I can do.

Trusting that my motives for making this application may not be
misconstrued, and with a hope that my request may be granted, I am,

Very respectfully, James A. Greer,
Lieutenant-Comrrhander.

Acting Rear-Admiral Lee,
Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Mitchell, TJ. S. Navy, limiting the assistance to wrecked
vessels.

Mound City, November 12, 186
Jf..

Sir : Yours of the 8th instant is received. You are only expected
to give such protection and assistance to wrecked vessels as you can
afford consistently with your whole duty.

Referring you to my General Order No. 9, 1 am.
Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander John G. Mitchell,
Commanding U. S. S. Huntress and 8th Dist. Miss. Souadron.



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 725

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, transmitting re-
ports of Pilots Gordon and King, and asking instructions regard-
ing their draft into the service of the Arrmj.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 12, 1861j..

Sir: I transmit enclosed copies of letters from W. P. Gordon (1)
and E. P. King (2), pilots, dated, respectively, 9th and lOth instant,
stating that they have been drafted for service in the Army, the for-
mer being now on duty as a Navy pilot, and the latter stating that
when notified that his services were required in the Navy, he fur-
nished a substitute, paying him $1,000.

I request that proper instructions in these and similar cases may
be caused to be issued from the War Department to meet the
exigencies of the service and relieve these pilots and others in the
same position.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, 'Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.]

Mississippi Squadron, U. S. S. Curlew,
Mound City, III., November 9, 1864-

Sir: In the inception of the rebellion, the Pilot Association of the
West patriotically tendered their services to the Army and Navy
to assist in conducting the war against the enemy on the Mississippi

Kiver and its tributaries.

When the Government, through Rear-Admiral Porter, deemed it

necessary to call upon the pilots of St. Louis, the association to

which I belong arranged, through their secretary, with the admiral
to furnish pilots for limited periods of time for service in the Navy,
as the exigencies of the service might require.

In April last the undersigned was notified by Rear-Admiral Porter
that his services were required in the Navy. Promptly reporting,

I was assigned to duty as pilot on a light-draft vessel in the Missis-

sippi Squadron, in which capacity I have since been and am now
serving. But I am notified by the provost-marshal in my district

(St. Louis) that I am drafted into the Army, and am required to

appear or show cause why. Now, admiral, I appeal to you to extri-

cate me from this difficulty.

Yours, respectfully.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

W. P. Gordon, Pilot.

Cairo, [III.], November 10, 1864.

Dear Sir : Last April I was called on, or drafted, as you may term
it, to report myself to Captain A. M. Pennock, then at Cairo, for

duty in the naval service in the capacity of pilot. I was informed



726 NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTBBN WATERS.

by him that I must either serve myself or furnish a substitute, or

that I would be liable to be taken off of any boat that I would come
there on. I furnished the substitute and he was received and is still

in the service, and below I will give you a true copy of the receipt

I took from him at the time he entered the service for me.

Received, St. Louis, May 23, 1864, from Enoch P. King, $1,000 for acting
as liis substitute in the naval service (in the capacity of pilot). Said King
having been drafted at the same time, I pledge myself to fill his place under the
aforesaid draft, to all purposes as if filled by himself.

"^ Wiley James.
Witness : W. J. Kbibben.

Xow, admiral, I have been drafted in the Army in my district in

St. Louis, and the provost-marshal, Captain Coleman, says he will

take any man off of a gimboat that is drafted in the Army, and that

he will not be interfered with by anyone; if so, he will tug them
(those are his words). The Western Boatman's Benevolent Associa-

tion, of which I am a member, have agreed with Admiral Porter to

furnish pilots at all times for the Navy, that is, their quota, with
the other different associations. They have all agreed with the

quartermaster to furnish all the pilots that are required for trans-

ports in Government service at the price allowed by the Government.
Now, admiral, if I have to be subject to a draft in the Navy, a draft
in the Army, and a call at all times by the quartermaster, I think
it very hard, indeed ; I think it is a little more than is asked of any
other class of men. The reason why I object to going in the Army
so much is, that I think my services worth more to Government out-

side of the Army than in it. So far I have only spoken for myself,
but there are several more pilots in the same situation as myself.
Hoping you will take a favorable view of what I have said, and try
and get us relieved from the draft in the Army, and especially those
that are in the Navy and those that have furnished substitutes,

I will remain your most obedient servant,

E. P. King.
Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign
Pettey, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Little Rebel, to report for
duty in the Third District.

Mound Crrr, November 13, 186J^.

Sir : Being ready for service proceed with the Little Rebel, under
your conmiand, and report for duty in the Third District of this
squadron to Lieutenant-Commander Cornwell, temporarily com-
manding that district.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Ensign J. B. Pettey,
Commanding U. S. S. Little Rebel.

P- S.—The accounts of the Little Rebel are hereby directed to be
transferred to the divisional officer's vessel.

S. P. Lee,
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Letter from Lieutenant-Comimander Bacon, U. S. Navy, to Major-
General Dana, TJ . S. Army, regarding the reported crossing of a
Confederate force between Natchez and Vickshurg, Miss.

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off SkipwitK's Landing, November 14-, 186^..

General : I send to you Mr. S. L. Patterson, who has been a scout
in our Army. He has just come over from the Arkansas side. He
may have some information that will be of service to you. He states

that Dick Taylor's command crossed the Mississippi between Vicks-
burg and Natchez. Mr. Patterson is not in the employ of the Army
at present, and I have sent him to you, for I thought perhaps you
would like his services.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

George Bacon,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. Sixth

District Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Dana,
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, Vicksburg.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant Gipson, TJ . S. Navy, to report regarding injuries to

TJ. S. S. Exchange in leaving White River.

Mound City, November 11^, 1861^.

Sir: Your report of the 7th instant, stating the injuries received

by the Exchange in leaving White Eiver, has been referred to me by
Commander Bryson, with his report inculpating you.

The vessel appears to have incurred considerable danger by your

prolonged stay in White Eiver, and I desire a full report of your

apparent neglect of orders and want of proper vigilance.

Respectfully, yours,
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. C Gipson,

Commanding TJ. S. S. Exchange.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, TJ. S. Navy, to Acting Master

Devoe, TJ. S. Navy, acknowledging information regarding torpe-

does and desiring source.

Mound City, November 11^, 186^.

Sir: I have received yours of the 2d instant, reporting the ship-

ment of eight torpedoes from Clinton, La., to be placed in the Missis-

sippi River, and thank you for the information. Be pleased to state

to me the source of this and similar information that you may have

occasion to communicate, as well as your opinion as to its reliability.

In all cases requiring it, give necessary information to commanding
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officers, and, in reporting to me, mention what you have done or pro-

pose to do.

Eespectfully, yours,
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Master J. B. Devoe,
U. S. S. General Bragg, New Orleans.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, transmitting letter

and general order on the subject of trade regulations.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 14, 186^.

Sir: I transmit enclosed a copy of a communication of this date,

addressed to me by Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, commanding
Eighth District, in reference to the executive order of the President
and general regulations of the Treasury Department of September
24, 1864, concerning trade in insurrectionary States.

I request that the Department will furnish me with a sufficient

number of copies of these orders for free distribution in this squad-
ron and give me such instructions as it may consider necessary.

I enclose for the review of the Department a copy of my General
Order N6. 9, of November 10, the provisions of which appear neces-

sary to remove existing difficulties and to the complete carrying out
of the policy of the Government in respect to authorized trade and
the support of the Government plantation system.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commoanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.]

U. S. S. Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 11^., 186^.

Sir: I herewith enclose the executive order relative to the pur-
chase of products of insurrectionary States; also general regulations
for the same, both of the date September 24, 1864. They were
furnished me on the 11th instant by Mr. George H. Ellery, general
purchasing agent for the Government at Memphis, Tenn. On the
11th instant, when in MemphiSj I called on General Washburn, mili-
tary commandant of the district of West Tennessee, and in course
of conversation he told me that he should consider it his duty, under
the existing military situation, to prevent the supplies contemplated
in the order from going out beyond his lines until he should corre-
spond with the Departments at Washin^on about the matter. The
general told me that he should communicate with you as soon as he
received the decision of the authorities at Washington.

I communicate these facts to you, as Memphis is one of the points
named, and that you may know as early as possible the course which
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has been adopted for the time being by the controlling military
authority.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John G. Mitchell,
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. 8th District Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Flagship Black Hanvk, Mound City, III.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 10, 1864.

General Order,]
No. 9. I

The attention of commanding officers in this squadron is particu-
larly called to the printed orders of the Navy Department dated
March 31 and September 11, 1863, and the order of the President of
the United States, dated January 26, 1864, and to the circulars and
regulations of the Treasury Department for regulating commercial
intercourse with and in the States declared in insurrection to which
these orders refer. Divisional and other commanding officers should
make themselves perfectly familiar with all the orders, regulations,

and circulars on this subject.

Transports in the service of the Army and Navy and other steam-

boats moving with goods and merchandise in conformity to the

aforementioned regulations of the Treasury Department should,

whilst prosecuting their lawful business, receive all the protection

and assistance that the gunboats may be able, without injury to the

public service, to give them, and they should be allowed to make
proper landings to obtain necessary fuel, avoiding exposed and sus-

picious localities.

Necessary protection and proper assistance will be given to Treas-

ury agents in the performance of their duties under the Treasury

Regulations.
Like protection and assistance will be given for obtaining mili-

tary supplies in the accessible and controllable portions of the insur-

rectionary region to parties duly authorized by the general com-

manding the military department.

Landing the supplies requisite for the Government plantations is

a necessary part of the system and is allowable.

Landings for the above-mentioned purposes should be made by

daylight only, and then all steamboats should keep pickets out and

steam up, and have their pilots and engineers at their respective

posts, lines attended, and every precaution observed to prevent board-

ing and capture.

A sound discretion must be exercised by commanding officers in

performing the important and delicate duties confided to them, that

the public interests may be properly protected and the policy of the

Government promoted.
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-

mander McGauley, U. S. Navy, to assume temforary corrmumd of

the Fourth District.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 15, 1864-

Sir: You will relieve Lieutenant-Commander Kobert L. May,

and assume temporary command of the Fourth District during the

absence of Lieutenant-Commander James P. Foster.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Bear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCaulet,
Commanding Fifth District, and U. S. S. Benton.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. 8. Navy, transmitting semi-

•monthly report of the vessels of his com/mand.

No. 20.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, November 15, 1864.

Sir: I transmit enclosed the semimonthly report of the stations

of vessels of this squadron.

I havQ not as yet accurate data from which to make a statement of

the number of guns of each vessel, as directed by the Department. I

have directed commanding officers to furnish this information with-

out delay, however, and will include it in the next report, if practi-

cable.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

November 15, 1864.

Vessel.
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Vessel.
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little in order that you may the more easily understand what charac-

ter to take and how to meet me. Be sure that no one knows of your
intention to leave, as accidentally leaked out when you came down
before. I do not know how long I may need you. To the matter in

hand: A bribe is to be offered me to grant certain permits; not a

small amount, but a percentage on an immense amount of cotton and
tobacco. That is item No. 1. Nextly, goods have been coming here

on forged permits. Thirdly, one of the board of trade has been aid-

ing and abetting the rebels, sending goods to Jackson, Tenn. I think
you will have to go in partnership with a man down here. Perhaps
you had better come to me for a permit to land somewhere on the
river. I expect I had better go on the boat down the river a little

ways and make your acquaintance, and we can come to some plan of
action.

Yours, etc., John G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Com/mander, Commanding Eighth District.

Acting Ensign Frank Sherman,
Mound City, III.

Order of Acting Rear-Admdrdl Lee, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain
Pennock, U. 8. Namy, regarding the district to he under control of
commandant at Mound City, III.

Mound City, November 17, 1864..

Sir : That part of the Ninth District including between Columbus,
on the Mississippi, and Mound City, Illinois, will until further orders
be under the control of the commandant of the naval station at
Mound City.

I refer to you applications of this date from Mr. M. S. Eresmenger
and M. Scott White for appropriate disposition under existing
instructions.

EespectfuUy, yours, S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock,
Commanding Naval Station, Mound City.

General order of Acting Rear-Admirod Lee, V. S. Navy, regarding
limits of districts.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 18, I864.

General Order, \
No. 16. /

The limits of the Eighth District will hereafter be from Memphis
to Mound City ; and of the Ninth, from Mound City to Mussel Shoals,
Tennessee River. The Tennessee River, from Mussel Shoals to its
head, will constitute the Eleventh District.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to Lieuteiiant-Com-
rrumder Shirk, U. S. Navy, to proceed to Mound City.

Mound City, November 18, 1864..

As soon as you can properly leave Paducah and the Tennessee with
the Paw Paw come here in her.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Shirk,
Commhanding Ninth District, Paducah, Ky.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain
Pennoch, U. S. Navy, revoking the assigning of a district to the
commandant at Mound City.

Mound Citt, Iul., November 19, 1864-.

Sir: My order of the 17th instant, assigning to the commandant
of the naval station at Mound City the command of that part of the
Ninth District included between Columbus, on the Mississippi, and
Mound City, Illinois, is hereby revoked.

Kespectfully, yours,

S.P.Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock,
Commanding Naval Station, Mound City, III.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to Commander
Bryson, U. S. Navy, regarding the V. S. steamers Lexington and
Osage.

Mound City, III., November 19, 186^.

Sir: As soon as the Lexington can be relieved from her present

duty of guarding the Osage, send her here for repairs.

Send the Osage here when she floats, if her condition absolutely

requires it, but not otherwise, unless specially ordered to do so.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Comrrmnding Mississippi Squadron.

Commander Andrew Bryson,
Commanding Seventh District Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant Howard, U. S. Navy, commAinding V. S. S. Neosho for

duty in the Tenth District.

Mound City, November 20, 1864.

Sir : Proceed with the Neosho under your command to Smithland,

Ky., and report to Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch for tempo-

rary duty in the Tenth District.

Respectfully, yours,
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Samuel Howard,
Commanding U. S. S. Neosho,
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Re-port of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, transmitting re-

ports regarding captures iy the U. S. S. Forest Rose, November
21, 186i.

No. 37.] Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, December 3, 186^.

Sik: I transmit enclosed a copy of the report of Lieutenant-Com-
mander E. Y. McCauley, commanding Fifth District, in regard to

the capture of contraband goods and 3 prisoners on the 21st ultimo.

Very respectfully,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commandvng Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Benton,
Natchez, Miss., November 22, 1864..

Admiral : I have, the honor to enclose you the report of Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Commanding C. A. Wright, commanding U. S.

S. Forest Rose.
The capture was made opposite Bruinsburg, Miss. Having been

attracted to the place by seeing a skiff crossing, he shelled the local-

ity, then landed, and found the contraband goods concealed in the
undergrowth. A large lot had already been ferried over.

I commend Lieutenant Commanding Wright's judgment and vig-

ilance to your notice.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. Y. McCauley,
Lieutenant-Commander, V. S. N., Corhdg. Fifth District.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

tSubenclosure.]

U- S. S. Avenger,
Off Natchez, Miss., November 22, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the following captures made yes-
terday opposite Bruinsburg by this vessel, viz: 154 Enfield rifles

(new), 162 bayonets, 116 bayonet scabbards, 4 pair bullet molds,
17 bales wool, 1 Confederate captain, 1 Confederate commissary
sergeant, 1 Confederate private, 14 new skiffs (destroyed), 2 wagons
(destroyed).

There was a force of 16 infantry and 25 cavalry in vicinity.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Charles A. Wright,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCatjley,
Commanding Second District.
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[Telegram.]

Baton Eouge, Novemher 21, 1864—H «• m.
I have just received definite infonnation that a rebel regiment,

commanded by one [John] Griffith, crossed the river 10 miles below
Natchez from the west bank and was at Woodville, [Miss.], three
days ago. Other troops are expected to follow.

W. P. Benton,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Major Geo. B. Drake,
Acting Adjutant-General.

[Endorsement.]

Kespectfully forwarded to commanding officer, Fifth District, Mis-
sissippi Squadron, for his information.

C. T. Christensen,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-General.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War, re-

questing that orders regarding transportation over the Illinois Cen-
tred Railroad he extended to include naval supplies.

Navy Departjient, November SI, 1863.

Sir: Rear-Admiral Porter telegraphs to this Department that he
is informed by Mr. Robert Forsyth, the agent of the Illinois Central
Railroad, that he has orders direct from Washington that cars are
to be used on said road for no other purpose than in forwarding pro-

visions and forage for the Army. This order, if enforced, will stop

lumber for the Navy stations at Cairo and Mound City, supplies and
stores of every description for the Navy on the Western waters ; and
I have the honor therefore to request that it may be so modified as

to authorize the transportation of articles for the Navy.
Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U'S. Navy, to Major-Gensral
Canhy, U. S. Army, on learning of casualty on the V. S. S. Cricket
in White River.

Mound City, November 21, 1864.

General : I learn with solicitude from official reports that you were
severely wounded on the gunboat Cricket in White River on the 6th
instant.

I have heartily approved the action of Acting Volunteer Lieuten-
ant Hill in promptly putting the Cricket at your disposal subse-

quently.
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I hear with much satisfaction of the prospect of your recovery,

which I hope may be speedy; and have the honor to be, general,

Very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Bear-Admiral^ Gorrvmanding Missisippi Squadron,

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commymding Military Division of the West Mississippi.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Oommander
Bryson, U. S. Navy, approving his course in sending Major-Gen-
eral Canhy on the If. S. S. Cricket to New Orleans and requesting

investigation of casualty.

Mound City, November M, 186^.

Sm: I have received yours (without date), inclosing reports in

reference to sending the Cricket to New Orleans with General Canby,
at his request, and the collision of that vessel with the Judge Tor-
rence.

It was very proper to send the Cricket to New Orleans with the

general.

I desire a full investigation and report as to this collision; with
careful and competent officers such accidents ought not to occur. I

do not approve of commanding officers leaving the entire manage-
ment of their vessels to their pilots, nor will their doing so relieve

them from responsibility and blame in the event of injury from visi-

ble danger. If the pilot of either vessel proves to have been in fault,

however, he will be suitably dealt with; if necessary, tried by gen-
eral court-martial.

Respectfully, yours, S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Gom/mandvng Mississippi Squadron.

Commander A. Bryson,
Convmanding Seventh District, U. S. S. Hastings

ITelegram.]

MoTJND City, November 22, 1864.
Gunboat Fairy is here at your disposal, as arranged between your-

self and Captain Pennock. Do you wish her sent to St. Louis?

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Gormnartding Mississippi Squadron.

Rear-Admiral C. H. Davis,
St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, regarding the
wounding of Major-General Canby, V. S. Army, on the U. S. S.
Cricket in White River.

No. 25.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., November 23, 1864..

Sir: I have received reports from Commander A. Bryson, com-
manding Seventh District, relating to the wounding of General
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Canby on board the gunboat Crichet, in White River, on the 6th
instant.

About 8 a. m. of that date, when near Little Island, the general,
Avho was standing on the hurricane deck, was shot by a guerrilla
from the bank. The ball passed through the upper part of the
thigh, missing the femoral artery, and breaking no bones, but pro-
ducing a very painful wound. At the request of General Canby, on
the advice of the surgeon, the Cricket was ordered to convey the
general to New Orleans.
A report from the commanding officer of the Cricket, dated 9th

instant, at Natchez, states that the general was doing very well, bet-
ter than could be expected, which favorable report is confirmed by
the fact that the general stopped on the way down to communicate
with the commandants of all the military posts.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee. U. S. Navy, to Rear-Admiral
Davis, V. S. Navy, placing at his disposal the U. S. S. Fairy.

Mound City, November S3, 186^.

Admiral: I understand Paymaster Boggs (whom I have not yet

seen) brings a message from you that you wish the Fairy sent to

St. Louis. I have ordered the commanding officer of the Fairy to

proceed there with dispatch and report to you for further orders.

I understood, on my arrival here, from Captain Pennock, that you
designed coming here, and have held the Fairy in readiness for yon
at this place. I would have sent her to St. Louis with the Curlew,
but thought it best to conform to the previous arrangement made to

meet your views.

It will give me very great pleasure to do everything in my power
to promote the objects of your commission and the personal con-

venience and accommodation of yourself and your associates. Please

say so to them.
I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

. Acting Rear-Admiral, Commianding Mississippi Squadron.

Rear-Admiral C. H. Davis,
St. Louis.

Order of Acting Reatr-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain
Pennock, U. S. Navy, to proceed to St. Louis for conference with

Navy Yard Comonission.

Mound City, November 23, 186If.

Sir: I have received a telegram from Admiral Davis, stating the

commission wishes to have your assistance and advice. The Fairy
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having sailed before the receipt of the dispatch, you will proceed to

St. Louis by the earliest public conveyance, turning over the command
of the station during your absence to Commander Hughes, and report

to Eear-Admiral Davis for such services as the commission may
require.

EespectfuUy, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Missisippi Squadrori.

Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock.
Commandant Naval Station. Mound City.

Instructions of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-

Comrruinder Greer, V. S. Navy, for the purchase of ten light-di'aft

steamers for use in the Mississippi Squadron.

Confidential.] Mound City, III., November 23, 186^.

Sir : You will proceed to Cincinnati, Ohio, and to Pittsburg, Pa.,

and to other places if necessary, for the purpose of purchasing ten

sound, strong, and swift light-draft steamers, to be converted into

gunboats.
Obtain side-wheel steamers if possible, but don't reject a good,

strong, fast, light-draft stern-wheel steamer where you find one.

New boajts are desirable.

Be careful to buy none that have not undergone inspection by the

Government officers appointed for that purpose, and which have been
built on specifications.

Stern-wheel boats must have a good-sized wheel, and good power,
and be fast.

In the boats selected see that the boilers are not so far forward as

to prevent the working of 30-pounder Parrotts after the boiler case-

mates are fitted.

I will send with you, to assist you. Acting Naval Constructor Ken-
dall, Acting Fleet Engineer Bickerstaffj and Paymaster Jackson.
You are herewith furnished with a copy of the orders issued to these
gentlemen. When a boat is selected, you will have her purchased by
Paymaster Jackson, under your supervision, and see that the paper:?

of transfer are legally prepared and executed. You will cause a cor-

rect inventory to be taken of the furniture, crockery, glassware, and
equipments of all kinds, and see that the same is properly cared for.

The strictest secrecy practicable must be preserved in this business;
keep me advised of the progress you make in the execution of these
orders.

Enclosed is a draft of a contract for the conversion of eight of the
boats into gunboats. It was prepared principally, and with reference
to a former contract by my predecessor, by the heads of the depart-
ments, and the commandant of the naval station at Mound City.
You are authorized to make such changes in it as. in the exercise

of a sound discretion and better information which you may obtain
in the progress of the business, will protect and promole the interests
of the Government, and which it is your highest duty to do^ and, in
connection with Paymaster Jackson, to make the best possible con-
tract with such steamboat builders of skill, proper means, and integ-
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rity as will secure a prompt, proper, and economical fitting of these
steamers for gunboats as provided for in this draft.

EespectfuUy, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Cormnanding Missinsippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. A. Greer,
Oommanding U. S. S. Black Hawk.

Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Fleet
Engineer Bickerstaff, U. S. Navy, regarding the purchase of ten
light-draft steamers for use in the 3Iississippi Squadron.

Confidential.] Mound City, November 23, 186Jf.

Sir: You will proceed to Cincinnati, Pittsburg, or such other
places as Lieutenant-Commander Greer may direct, for the purpose
of examining the machinery of steamers about to be purchased by
the Government.

Inspect all light-draft boats and report to Lieutenant-Commander
Greer where the vessel is to be found.
You will yourself examine critically all such boats, and see that

those you recommend favorably correspond in every respect to what
is required to make them efficient gunboats. Do not take anything
for granted, but inspect everything, inside and out. I do not want
any second-hand engines or boilers, or any engines or boilers that
have been much used. I want new and good engines and boilers,

if possible to procure them, and they must have all the pumps neces-

sary to keep the vessel afloat, also good donkey engines; when they
have two of the latter it will be preferred.

I don't want engines or boilers that will require considerable and
expensive alterations or repairs to fit them for service after we have
purchased them. When you have carefully examined a boat's ma-
chinery and find it to answer, report fully and intelligently about
it to Lieutenant-Commander Greer, with your recommendation, and
when he is ready to go to different places he will notify you, and
you will accompany or precede him as he may direct. Avoid wear-
ing your uniform while absent, and doing anything to indicate who
you are, and carefully avoid disclosing that you are working for

the Government. Avoid as far as practicable being seen in com-
munication with Lieutenant-Commander Greer, Paymaster Jackson,
or Mr. Kendall.
Should you, in the course of your examination of vessels, discover

any fault or defect whatsoever, you will report it to Lieutenant-

Commander Greer with your opinion.

Do your utmost to protect and promote the interests of the Govern-
ment in this whole matter, and make all your reports to Lieutenant-

Commander Greer in writing.

Return here when this service is performed, and submit a full and
intelligent report to me of all vessels you have examined, with your
opinions and recommendations in each case.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Fleet Engineer Samuel Bickerstaff.
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Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Naval
Constructor Kendall, V. S. Navy, regarding the purchase of ten

light-draft steamers for use in the Mississippi Squadron.

Confidential.] Mound City, III., November 23, 186^.

Sir: You will proceed to Cincinnati, Pittsburg, or such other

places as Lieutenant-Commander Greer may direct, for the purpose

of examining light-draft steamers suitable for conversion into gun-

boats.

Inspect all light-draft boats, and report to Lieutenant-Commander
Greer where each vessel is to be found. You will yourself critically

examine all such boats, and see that those you recommend are as

advantageously adapted as can be found to be convenient for conver-

sion into efficient light-draft gunboats. Do not take anything for

granted, but inspect everything inside and out.

New boats are necessary, and thej^ should have strength and speed,

and have been so built and their machinery and boilers so placed
that they can be conveniently fitted for two 30-pounder Parrott
rifles forward in stern-wheel steamers and in side-wheel boats, which
are much more preferable, for two of the same kind of guns aft.

I do not want boats that will require considerable and expensive
alterations or repairs after we have purchased them, in addition
to the fitments necessary for naval service. When you have care-

fully examined a boat and find it to answer, report fully and in-

telligently about it to Lieutenant-Commander Greer, with your
recommendation. When he is ready to go to different places he will
notify you, and you will accompany or precede him, as he may direct.

Avoid wearing your uniform while absent and doing anything to
indicate who you are, and carefully avoid disclosing that you are
working for the Government. Avoid as far as practicable being
seen with Lieutenant-Commander Greer, Paymaster Jackson, or
Fleet Engineer Bickerstaff. Should you in the course of your ex-
amination of vessels discover any fault or defect whatsoever, you
will report it to Lieutenant-Commander Greer, with your opinion.
Do your utmost to protect and promote the interests of the Govern-
ment in this whole matter, and make all your reports to Lieutenant-
Commander Greer in writing.

Eeturn here when this service is performed, and submit a full and
intelligent report to me of all vessels you have examined, with your
opinion and recommendations in each case.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Naval Constructor Chas. F. Kendall.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Paymaster Jack-
son, U. S. Navy, regarding the purchase of ten light-draft steamers
for use in the Mississippi Squadron.

Confidential.] Mound City, November 23, I864..

Sir : You will proceed to Cincinnati, Ohio, and Pittsburg, Pa., and
such other places as Lieutenant-Commander Greer may direct, for
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the purpose of purchasing ten light-draft steamers that will be
selected by Lieutenant-Commander Greer, with the aid of his assist-

ants, Acting Naval Constructor Kendall and Acting Fleet Engineer
Bickerstaff, for conversion into gunboats.

I enclose you herewith for your instruction and guidance (as far

as may be appropriate) a copy of the instructions which I have re-

ceived from the Navy Department, dated 9th instant, and of those

which I have issued to Lieutenant-Commander Greer, Acting Fleet

Engineer Bickerstaff, and Acting Naval Constructor Kendall on this

subject. When a boat has been selected, you will purchase it at the

lowest price possible, taking such measures as will secure a clear title

to the Government.
You will use every exertion to assist Lieutenant-Commander Greer

in preserving the furniture and equipments of all kinds of the boats

purchased, taking an inventory of the same.
Lieutenant-Commander Greer has copies of a contract for the con-

version into gunboats of the steamers purchased, which is to be made
with a responsible party or parties. Yourself and Lieutenant-Com-
mander Greer will be signers to said contract on the part of the Gov-
ernment.
Do your utmost to protect and promote the interests of the Govern-

ment in this whole matter; avoid wearing your uniform while ab-

sent and doing anjiihing to indicate who you are and that you are

working for the Government.
Avoid as far as practicable being seen in communication with

Lieutenant-Commander Greer, Mr. Bickerstaff, or Mr. Kendall.

Take with you a list of the light-draft boats heretofore purchased,

the cost of purchase and conversion into gunboats.

Your attention is called to the following copy of a paragraph in

a paper of the 23d instant, viz

:

The Pittsburg papers rei>oi't a market decline in steamboat stoclc within the

last few weeks, so that boats which seven or eight months ago would sell

readily for $30,000 would not now bring anything like that figure.

EespectfuUy, yours,
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Paymaster C. C. Jackson,
Naval Station, Mound City, III.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, TJ. S. Navy, referring to

confidential mission of Acting Ensign Sherman, V. S. Navy.

Confidential.] U. S. S. Sibyi., November U, 1864.

Admiral: The business for which I sent for Mr. Sherman prom-

ises well.

It will take some days to entirely develop. Several parties are im-

plicated. Some of them officers in places of trust; others leading

merchants. I hope to be able to give you some details by the dis-

patch boat when she comes up, otherwise I shall send an officer with
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some important papers. Please send me a copy of the Statutes at

Large, also De Hart, or some other standard work on courts-martial.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Eighth. District.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Missinaippi Sqvadron.

Report of Actiruj Rear-AdmAral Lee, U. S. Navy, requesting the ap-
pointment of Commander Peirce Crosiy as fleet captain.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, III., Novernber 2^., 186^..

Sir : Understanding that Captain Pennock is likely to be detached
from this squadron as fleet captain commanding the repairing and
supply station here and assigned to other duty, I respectfully request
that in this event, and if consistent with the views of the Depart-
ment, as I trust it will be, Commander Peirce Crosby may be ordered
to fill the vacancy.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Ccym/mamling Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Mitchell, V. S. Navy, in response to confidential communi-
cations.

Confidential.] Mound City, Novernber 25, 186^.
Sir: Your confidential communications of 22d and 24th instant

are received.

Signal numbers will form the most convenient cipher, adding 20
to each in sending communications, and subtracting 20 from those
received.

I have no spare copies of De Hart on Court-Martial, or of the
United States Statutes at large. I enclose the laws relating to the
Navy of the last two sessions of Congress, which, with the Treasury
Regulations you already have, I presume will answer your purpose.

Respectfully, yours.

Acting Rear-Admtral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Mitchell,

Commanding Eighth District.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander McCauley, V. S._ Navy, in view of the movement of Con-
federates across the Mississippi River above Fort Adams, Miss.

Mound City, III., November £6, I864..

Sir : A Cairo dispatch of the 22d instant, in the papers of the 23d,
states that 110 Texans crossed the [Mississippi] River about 18 miles
above Fort Adams.
Be pleased to explain the apparant lack of vigilance on the part

of the vessels in that vicinity and inform me if any change in their
stations, with a view to the qualifications of their conimanding officers,

is advisable.

Respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comimanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCauley,
Com,ma7uling Fifth District Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting report

of cooperative expeditions'^ resulting in de.^tructio7i of railroad
bridge over Big Blojch River, Miss., November 27; also letters of
thanks from General Dana, TJ. S. Army.

No. 50.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Fairy,
Tennessee River, December 31, 1864-.

Sir: Lieutenant-Commander George Bacon, commanding Sixth
District, reports under date of 8th instant that an expedition sent
from Vicksburg by Major-General Dana, to destroy the enemy's
railroad communications in Mississippi, in which the Vindicator and
Prairie Bird cooperated, proved a complete success, our forces having
destroyed the railroad bridge over the Big Black River, tore up some
30 miles of the track, and destroyed a considerable amount of the

enemy's stores.

I enclose copies of letters from Major-General Dana to Lieutenant
Bacon (1), to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Gorringe, commanding
Vindicator (2), and to Acting Master Burns, commanding Praine
Bird (3), acknowledging in flattering terms the assistance rendered

by the Navy.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Wa^ihington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Louisville,

Off SkipwitKs Landing, December 8, 186^.

Sir : I have the honor to state that the expedition sent up the Yazoo
River, in which the U. S. S. Vindicator and Prairie Bird cooperated,

• For Army reports see A. W. R., vol. 45, pt. 1, p. 777.
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has proved a complete success, our forces having destroyed the rail-

road bridge over the Big Black Kiver and torn up the tracks for a

distance of 30 miles.

Enclosed please find copies of letters from General Dana to Act-

ing Volunteer Lieutenant Gorringe, of the Vindicator, Acting Master

Thomas Bjims, of the Prairie Bird, and myself, in relation to the

same.
I have received a letter irom Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Com-

mander W. E. Hoel, commanding the U. S. S. Pittsburg, stating

that he had been ordered to report with his vessel at Mound City

and had left this district in obedience to them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

George Bacon,
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. Sixth. District Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

fSubcnelosuros.]

Hdqrs. District West Tennessee and Vicksburg,
Vickshurg, Miss., December 5, IS64.

Sir: It affords me very great gratification to acknowledge the

signal services rendered by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. H.
Gorringe, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Vindicator, and Acting
Master Thomas Burns, commanding U. S. S. Prairie Bird, of your
command, and to thank you for your cooperation and prompt assist-

ance during the late successful cavalry expedition from Vicksburg
against the rebel communications in Mississippi, which resulted in

the destruction of a very important railroad bridge over the Big
Black River, some 30 miles of railroad track, and a large amount of
supplies destined for the rebel Army.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. J. T. Dana, Major-General.

Lieutenant-Commander George Bacon, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron., U. S. S. Louisville.

Hdqrs. District West Tennessee and Vicksburg,
Vicksburg, Miss., December 5, 1864..

Sir: The part taken by the splendid vessel under your energetic
and intelligent command during the late cavalry operations from
Vicksburg against the railroad communications of the enemy in
iSIississippi, which have been eminently successful, renders it an
acceptable task to tender you for myself and for the gallant officers
and men whom you so ably seconded our sincere thanks. \

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. J. T. Dana, Major-General.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. H. Gorringe, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. V. S. S. Vindicator, Gth Dist. Miss. Squadron.
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Hdqrs. Disi-RiCT West Tennessee and Vicksbukg,
Vicksiurg, Miss., December 5, I864..

Sir : Permit me, for myself and the officers and soldiers whom you
so zealously aided, to thank you for your efficient services during "the
late cavalry operations from Vicksburg against the Mississippi Cen-
tral Kailroad.
The assistance of the vessels of the Sixth Division Mississippi

Squadron rendered the expedition a complete success.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. J. T. Di»NA, Major-General.

Acting Master Thos. Burns, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. V. S. S. Prairie Bird, 6th Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun-
teer Lieutenant Rogers, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Osage,
to proceed to Mound City for repairs to that vessel.

Mound City, III., Noverriber 27, 1864..

Sir : Proceed with the Osage, under your command, to Mound City
for repairs.

Obtain a tow on the best and most economical terms possible and
use dispatch.

The mechanic boats, as I have instructed your district conmiander,
will be sent down the river.

Eespectfully, yours,

S.P.Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant G. AV. Rogers,
U. S. S. Osage, off Helena, Ark.

Report of Brigadier-General Ullmann, U. S. Army, requesting
instructions as to retaliation for the death of Acting Master
Thatcher, U. S. Navy, November 25.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Morganza, La., November 27, I864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 25th instant Lieu-
tenant Thatcher, U. S. Navy, commanding the Gazelle, gunboat
No. 50, while on shore with 2 men at Raccourci, near Williamsport,
was murdered by guerrillas and horribly mutilated. Lieutenant-
Commander John J. Cornwell, U. S. Navy, commanding Sec-
ond and Third Districts, Mississippi Squadron, states to me this

afternoon that he gave notice some time since to the inhabitants

below Red River, along Old River and the Mississippi, that if any
of his officers or men were murdered he would take summary ven-
geance upon them and their property. He intends to retaliate some
time next week, and earnestly requests me to send a force to cooper-

ate with him.
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I have the honor to request instructions both as to whether I shall

cooperate with Captain Cornwell, and also as to the extent to which

retaliation shall be carried. I am informed that there is in that

direction a large number of horses, mules, and cattle, and also much
forage.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Daniel Ullmann,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Colonel George B. Drake,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to the commanding
officer of U. S. S. Carondelet, to hasten repairs to that vessel.

Mound City, III., November 27, I864.

Sir: You will prepare the Carondelet for service with all possible

dispatch, and when finished inform me of the facts ; also let me know
how long it will take for her completion.

EespectfuUy, yours,

to. -t . XjEE,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

CojiM.\NDiNG Officer U. S. S. Carondelet.

Report of Lievtenant-Commnnder Cornwell, V. S. Navy, announcing
the death of Acting Master Thatcher, U. S. Navy, and proposed,

retaliation.

U. S. S. Choctaw,
Bayou Sara, La., Nomrnber 30, 1864.

Sir: It becomes my painful duty to report the death of Acting
Master Thatcher, of the U. S. S. Gazelle.

He was murdered by two men on Raconci Island [Raccourci], La.,

without any cause that I have been able to ascertain, except the
capture of his boots and gun. I have concerted a movement with
the army to punish the inhabitants of that region for harboring such
men.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. J. Cornwell,
Lieut. Comdr., Comg. Second Dist. Miss. Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-
General Buford, TJ . S. Army, acknowledging assistance in floating
the V. 8. S. Osage.

Mound City, November 30, I864.

General: The commanding officer of the Osage informs me that
on his application to you for a steamer to assist in erettinar that vessel
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afloat you were kind enough to send him one, and with the assist-
ance thus rendered he succeeded in launching the Osage, which has
been aground for some months. Accept my thanks for this timely
and important aid.

I have issued orders to correct the misconduct of Acting Master
Neil, referred to in your communication received on the 21st instant,
and regret very much that it should have occurred. I have the
honor to be, general,

Very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admdral, Cowmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Brigadier-General Buford,
Commanding, etc.

[Tolejfr.im.]

Mound City, November 30, 1864.

Sir: Deliver to the military authorities at Cairo the skiffs and
boats which had been used there under military supervision in ferry-

ing to the Kentucky shore, seized by you by Lieutenant-Commander
Mitchell's order.

Respectfully, yours, S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Master Ben.tamin Sebastian,
Commanding V. S. S. Great Western.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant-Commander Hoel, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S.

Pittsburg.

Mound City, November 30, 1864-

Sir: Proceed with the Pittsburg under your command to Mound
City and report to me for further orders.

Respectfully, yours, S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander W. R. Hoel.
Commanding JJ. S. S. Pittsburg.

[ Telegram. ]

Hdqrs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps,

Devoirs Bluff, Ark., November 30, 1864—9 a. m.

White River is falling. Gunboat 30 [U. S. S. Fawn] arrived

yesterday afternoon. The Zephyr came in about 10 last night and

reports a few rebels crossing to the west side of the river at Crockett's

Bluff, and that the Dickey was fired into; also tracks of a good many
troops with wheels having crossed at Harris's Ferry, just above
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Aberdeen, but does not know which way. I think it is Dobbin try-

ing to get across the Arkansas.
C. C. Andrews,

Brigadier-General.

Captain C. H. Dyer,
Little Rock.

Letter from Major-General Canhy, TJ . S. Army, to Major-General
Dana, U. S. Army, regarding the need of unity of action between
the two arms of the service for the suppression of illegal traffic.

Hdqrs. Militart Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., November 30, 1864.

Sir: Your communication of the 24th instant in relation to the
cotton traffic by the steamers Mattie Cook and Virginia came to
hand this afternoon. The commanding general directs me to say
that in all cases of violations of the blockade, and of existing orders,

which come within the military jurisdiction, you are compet«nt to

act, but that whenever they are beyond that jurisdiction the neces-

sary action devolves upon the commander of the naval district, to
whom the case should be reported with a request that the proper
action be taken and the offending persons and property be turned
over to you for the institution of the necessary proceedings. Any
boat that has once violated existing orders may be seized by you the
moment she comes again within your jurisdiction, but under the order
of Admiral Porter, which, while it exists, we are bound to respect,
it is desirable to avoid a conflict of authority, which might lead to
serious results. On the river the Navy is the supreme authority the
same as the Army is on the land, and while the commanding gen-
eral sincerely appreciates your zeal in using every endeavor to stop
illegal traffic, he is also anxious to preserve that harmony between
the two arms of the service which is so essential to the success of our
cause. Admiral Lee has been written to very fully (with copies of
your letters and other papers bearing on this question), and has been
earnestly requested to give such orders as will effectually put a stop
to the evils complained of.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

C. T. Christensen,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

jor-General N. J. T. Dana,
Commanding Districts of West Tennessee

and Vicksburg, Vicksburg, Miss.

tTeleRram.]

Mound City, November 30, 186^.
Telegram received. Proposed modifications can be made.

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer,
Cincinnati, care Receiving Ship Grampus.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, transmitting semi-
monthly report of vessels and their stations in the Mississippi
Squadron.

No. 40.] Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, December 3, 186J^.

Sir: I transmit enclosed the semimonthly report of the stations
and commanders of the vessels of this squadron.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Adm,iral, CommMnding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Enclosure.]

December 1, 1864.

Vessel.
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Vessel.
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case of your absence, " to proceed to New York and such other points
as may be necessary to carry out the instructions heretofore given
you by Rear-Admiral Porter, etc.," I proceeded to Donaldsonville to

make enquiries, and on my return to the Choctaw was informed that
a rebel prisoner had been sent there to be exchanged by Lieutenant-
Commander J. P. Foster for an assistant engineer, but that no letter

from Captain Foster to that effect had been received. I advised
Captain Cornwell to take no action till I could return to the Lafayette
and make enquiries. Immediately on my arrival at the Lafayette I
had an interview with her commanding officer. Acting Master J. E.
Neeld, who informed me that the rebel prisoner's name was Tony
Dougherty. This person I had before received information about;
that he was the sergeant of a company of daring rebel scouts who
had done great damage to the interests of our Government. I imme-
diately wrote the following dispatch to Lieutenant-Commander Corn-
well and sent it to him by a special tug

:

Sir: Since arriving at tbis place, on reference to my notes and nn interview
with and information obtained from Acting Master J. R. Neeld, I perceive that
j-ou have a prisoner of war to be exchanged by order of Lieutenant-Commander
J. P. Foster for an assistant engineer of the TJ. S. Navy, a certain rebel sergeant
named Tony Dougherty.
This Dougherty is a sergeant of rebel scouts, some 20 in number, whose prin-

cipal business it has been to assist and protect those rebels who placed those
torpedoes to destroy vessels belonging to the United States Government, and
also to protect rebel mall carriers in crossing the Mississippi River. From his

superior intelligence and address I regard him to be a person of very dangerous
character to the interests of our Government and as one who should not be
exchanged except under the Influence of some powerful motive. His intimate
knowledge of the country, his extensive acquaintance and influence among the

rebel soldiers and people, and his daring vigilance, enteri'rise, and valor, I

respectfully submit to you, are subjects for grave consideration to be enter-

tained by the proper authorities of the United States Government before he
shall be exchanged. In view of all these facts, I have deemed it to be prudent
to advise you, most respectfully, of this man Dougherty's real character and
influence with the enemies of our Government that you might act understand-
ingly in the case.

I shall report these facts to Admiral S. V. Lee immediately upon my arrival

at Mound City, 111., and would respectfully reconnnend that action in relation

to the exchange of Dougherty should be deferred until final instructions shall

have been received by you from Admiral S. P. Lee, commanding Mississippi

Squadron.
A'ery respectfully, etc.

May I hope that my action in this case may meet with your ap-

proval ?

In my interview with Lieutenant-Commander Cornwell (who has

afforded me every facility in his power) I was furnished with some
rebel letters taken from a prisoner. They are of no importance ; but

another letter, signed "John F. Collins" (who is, I understand, one

of the principal officials in the custom-house at New Orleans) I re-

gard as a very serious matter. It is as follows

:

Nkw Okleaks, La., Novemher J, 1864.

To all good and true Sir Knights of Malta, Knights Templar, and Knights of

the Red Cross, as also to all Masons of the lower orders or degrees—greetings:

Shield, defend, protect, and assist the lady who holds this letter of com-
mendation, Mrs. S. A. Copland. Remember our oft-repeated obligations and be
governed accordingly toward this lady.

Fraternally, John F. Collins,
Kwight of Malta, etc.
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Having had the distinguished honor to have received all of the

degrees of masonry mentioned in the above letter many years since,

it may reasonably be supposed that I am familiar with all their

benefits and privileges, and when I say that I know that no person

has any right whatever to use masonry for any such purpose as he

has attempted the object of the letter will readily suggest itself to

your mind.
In all my investigations here I have found females of beauty and

accomplishment to be employed by the rebels in almost every con-

ceivable capacity against the interests of our Government. They
manage, by some adroit means, to throw themselves in the way of

our officers (always aiming at the commanding officers first), become

their guests, and strive to secure their confidence, etc. They gen-

erally hesitate at no sacrifice to accomplish their designs. They are

used by the rebels to procure information as to our movements or

intended operations, the strength of our forces, the number and
caliber of our guns, and also to procure supplies to be forwarded

within the rebel lines. Another large class are smugglers. I regret

to say that some of them are the reputed wives of some of the officers

of the Navy out here.

The plan which they generally pursue is to become intimate with

the commander of a United States gunboat and procure from him a

pass to go and return from New Orleans or Natchez. Once there,

they throw themselves in the way of Navy and Army officers and
procure' all the information possible. They then get permits for

supplies from the Treasury agent and provost-marshal, giving all

sorts of pretenses for the necessity of the quantity and quality of

the supplies which they demand, and they generally manage to

succeed by some means in their object. Thus far all is successful

for them. But they perceive another obstacle in the landing of

their goods at such points as they may desire. Their next point of

attack is the commanding officer of the post or district. Bemg per-

fect actresses, plausible and adroit in pretenses, and overpoweringly
persevering in their appeals, they generally succeed in deceiving

those officers, secure the permission in writing to land supplies, etc.,

and go on their way rejoicing. A large portion of goods procured
in this manner find their way immediately into the rebel lines. The
principal points of operation are between Natchez and New Orleans,

the latter place supplying the greater portion. Your own great

experience and superior judgment will suggest the proper remedy
for this evil.

While lying at Dead Man's Bend, on board the General Bragg^ I
discovered what was to me a new manner of making night signals,

used by the rebel signal corps. Being well calculated to deceive even
a most experienced eye, I regard them to be eminently dangerous.
While standing upon the deck of the Bragg one clear evening, I
observed a light suddenly shoot up into the sky from a mass of timber
to a height of about 200 or 300 feet or thereabouts and then become
stationary for a few moments. (This was opposite Jackson's Point.)

The light then presented the appearance of a fixed star of first or
second magnitude. To a casual observer it would have seemed to

have been a bright star. Being attracted by its peculiar manner of
ascent, I watched it closely with a powerful glass, and soon solved

the apparent mystery. It was a small balloon, to which was sus-
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pended a lantern, and was retained in its position by a cord extend-
ing to the earth. After being held stationary for a moment or two,
it was danced up and down several times. Immediately a similar
light shot up from the trees on the opposite side of the river, about
1 mile from Jackson's house, then another in the vicinty of Black
Hawk Point, and then another on the opposite side of the river.

Captain Dominy, commanding the General Bragg, immediately com-
menced shelling the woods where the second light appeared, when
the whole of them were suddenly drawn down. I saw similar signal
lights on several occasions afterwards, some of which were white,

some pale yellow, and some pale red. I notified all the commanders
in the vicinity of the fact, and they are now on the qui vive. From
the feeble description I have been able to give you of these signal

lights, you will readily perceive how rapidly information of the

movements of our vessels and troops, etc., may be conveyed. They
are particularly mischievous between the head of Glasscock Island and
just below Bayou Sara. Between these points I have discovered a

great many crossing places used by the rebels for transporting horses,

cattle, tobacco, cloth, mails, arms, supplies, ammunition, etc. These
I have pointed out to the several commanders of vessels stationed in

their vicinity. Capture of valuable arms, merchandise, mails, etc.,

is prevented from being made by existence of a general order, which
prevents officers commanding gunboats from landing, and the want
of a properly equipped force.

I would "respectfully bring to your notice the fact that the coal

supply for the vessels in the lower district is very short. At Donald-

sonville there was not more than sufficient to last till 6th December,

and the same was the fact at Bayou Sara and Red River. At Vicks-

burg there was no navy coal, and at White River, on the 28th Novem-
ber, there was less than 6,000 bushels ; the Lexington was then coaling

(about 2,000 bushels required), and the Tyler would require as much
more next week.

Since I have been absent on my present mission I have been enabled

to obtain possession of the cipher used by the rebels in transmitting

orders, intelligence, etc. During the whole of my investigations

lately, which have necessarily been confined to districts between

Donaldsonville and Natchez, I have received the utmost courtesy,

attention, and cooperation from all commanders of vessels in our

squadron, but I am under most particular obligations to Lieutenant-

Commanders Foster, Cornwell, and Wilson, and to Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant C. Dominy, commanding the General Bragg.

In concluding my report to you, admiral, allow me to say that

I feel fully satiSied, for many reasons, my services in the Mississippi

Squadron for two or three months to come will be futile. My real

mission has been exposed by Special Order No. 1, not only to all the

commanding officers in the squadron, but to the enemies and spies

against our Government, as has been fully evident to me on my
upward trip ; and my labors, in consequence, which would be benefi-

cial to the Government and the squadron, will have been negatived

from no fault of my own. In making these declarations permit me
most respectfully to say that I do not mean to convey to your mind

any idea of blame for the mischief to me which your Special Order

No. 1 has inflicted. I fully appreciate that in publishing it to the

102008°—N w E—VOL 26—13 48
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fleet you intended to convey to me a gratifying compliment, which,
permit me to assure you, I heartily appreciate; but at the same time
you bestow honor upon me you for a time destroy the usefulness of
my labors. All of these facts will readily force themselves upon
your mind. Time and my absence from the fleet for a few weeks
will cure the generous mistake.

Permit me, therefore, admiral, most respectfully to request of you
to detach me from service here and order me to report for duty to

Admiral Porter or wherever I may be able to render substantial

service.

Very respectfully, [J. B. Devoe,
Acting Afaster, U. S. Navy.']

[Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, U. S. Navy.]

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, regarding inspec-
tion of the squadron hy the fleet surgeon.

Mississippi Sqtjadkon, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, Decemher 1, 186'^.

Sir: I am happy to inform the Department that Fleet Surgeon
Pinkney, who has recently returned from a tour of inspection through
the fleet, reports that "the health of the officers and men stationed
between*Memphis and New Orleans is uncommonly good."

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, V. S. Navy, regarding
convei^sion and purcliase of vessels for the Navy.

Cincinnati, Ohio, December 2, 186Jf..

Admiral: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your
order of 23d ultimo I came to this place, and, on the 27th ultimo,
sent Paymaster Jackson, with whom I am associated in the duty of
making with a responsible party a contract for the conversion of
certain steamboats into gunboats and also to purchase ten boats for
the Government. After making enquiry with as much secrecy as
practicable as to who would be likely to offer to take the contract we
under a pledge of secrecy from the parties, made known the nature
of said contract^ to Connelly & Maloy, Mr. William H. Lope, of the
hrm of J. G. Hendricks & Co., and to Mr. Joseph Brown Mr
Lope made no proposal. Connelly & Maloy made as follows : " To
alter stern-wheel boats, when new or nearly so, for each boat, $23,000
J^ or extra stern) casemate on side-wheel boats, $1,150." These gen-
tlemen said they could not get the first l>oat out in less than five or
SIX weeks and also that the promptness with which the work on the
other boats could be done depended on their getting a portion, at
least, of their money promptly from the Government.
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Mr. Joseph Brown proposed " to alter and repair the stern-wheel
boats for $24,550. For stern casemate on side-wheel boats, $1,285."

He also agreed to turn over to Government each boat completely
fitted within one month from the time they were placed in his hands,
and assured us that he has ample means to commence and go right

on with the work. After weighing everything in our minds, Ave have
concluded that his offer, although a little higher than Connelly &
Maloy's, is the most advantageous and have therefore made the con-

tract with him, with a few explanations and a single concession, viz,

that which refers to old ranges, anchors, and chains. We have also

modified the original draft of the contract so that the side case-

mates shall be 4 instead of 6 inches thick and have changed those

and the boilers and engines to 6 instead of 4 inches, thus obtaining a

better disposition of weight. We have inserted a clause by which,
should a boat be found strong enough to bear safely a side casemate of 6

instead of 4 inches, the contractor will place it on with an additional

charge of $300, which is the difference between the cost of the two
sizes. The 4-inch casemate has this advantage, that dry wood of that

size can be obtained, whereas the 6-inch would be green and hence
more weighty.

I send you two copies of the contract. Mr. Brown has one. I

trust, sir, that our action in this matter will meet with your approval.

I hope to be able, through Mr. Jackson, to obtain to-morrow a side-

wheel boat, the Fanny, at a reasonable rate. I will keep you advised

of every purchase and of my movements.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Gheer,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Bear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, requesting

instructions regarding the purchase of side-wheel hoats.

Cincinnati, Ohio, December 3, 1864-

Admiral : I have the honor to inform you that from present indi-

cations I think we will not be able to obtain as many side-wheel

steamers as you desire. At this time there is but one here that will

answer our purpose ; the others are larger and much more expensive.

There are quite a number of stern-wheel boats here and I am exam-

ining them. I shall keep a good lookout for boats as they arrive.

I propose to go to Pittsburg on Tuesday next, unless detained by

business. Will you please telegraph me at this place the minimum
number of side-wheel boats that you wish purchased? I will then

be fully posted as to my course.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Bear-Admiral Lee,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

P. S.—^I am happy to inform you that we have purchased the

side-wheel steamer Fanny, in good "order, for $33,500, which is $1,000
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below the estimated value of said boat as made by Mr. Kendall and

Mr. Bickerstaff. Mr. Brown will commence her alterations on Mon-
day. I will advise you in detail of the transaction on Monday.

James A. Greer.

Instructions from Lieutenard-Commander Greer, TJ. S. Navy, to Act-

in// Ensign Litherhury, TJ. S. Navy, regarding the stripping of

vessels purchased for conversion into gunJfoats.

Cincinnati, Ohio, December 2, IS64.

Sir : I am about to purchase some steamboats to be converted into

gunboats. I wish you to be ready at any moment when called upon,

either by Paymaster Jackson or myself, to send a trusty and reliable

officer, with 4 good men, to take charge of each boat, to watch and
see that nothing whatever, even of the most trifling kind, is removed
from her after he takes charge without direct orders from Mr. Jack-

son or myself. When a boat comes alongside the Grampus, you will

have every article of furniture, crockery, tableware, tablecloths^ nap-
kins, towels, bedding of all kinds, sheets and pillowcases, carpets,

enginers' tools, stores, and fittings removed to the Gramqms, taking

a careful inventory of each and every article, furnishing me with
duplicate copies of the same. The small articles you will box up,
and the larger ones store as compactly as possible, having each lot

distinctly marked with the name of the boat from which taken, each
boat's stuff to be kept separate from any other, and aU to be kept under
lock and key, and in charge of a sentinel. You need not remove from
the boats the anchors, chains, or ranges. Take good care of any
yaAvls that may come. In stripping the boats, do it systematically,

in order that no confusion, as mixture of different classes of articles,

may occur; also be careful that no damage is done in the transfer.

I trust, from your usual attention to orders, that this duty will be
faithfully performed. I will relieve your vessel of these stores as

soon as practicable. Do not allow any but the working party to go
on board the vessels, and you must use your whole force of officers to

attend to this duty.

GiA'e me or Mr. Jackson two or three hours' notice before the strip-

ping of a boat is completed. Do not mention to anyone the nature
of my business in Cincinnati.

Respectfully, yours, James A. Greer,
Lieutenant-GommMnder.

Acting Ensign C. fW.] Litherbuby,
Commvanding V. S. S. Gramjrm, Cinclimati, Ohio.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee^ TJ . S. Namy, regarding the

system of supplies in the Mississippi Squadron,.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, December J^., 186^..

Sir : This is the system of supplies in this squadron

:

Commanding officers approve requisitions for supplies, which are

scrutinized and approved by the divisional officers, and again scru-
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tinized and approved by the commandant of the. supply station here.
These requirecf supplies are shipped from this depot semimonthly on
supply steamers, by which they are delivered to the vessels on the
river. (Jrent inconvenience would ensue if requisitions for supplies
were to follow mo for approval. I recommend the continuation of
the present system as one sufficiently guarded and of necessary con-
venience to the public Kcrvice.

1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
ActiiKj Hear-Admiral^ donmumdhiy MiHmnippl Squadron.

Hon. Gideon WelijEs,
Secrctari/ of Navy, Waahinffton, />. 0.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. 8. Navy, trammitting infor-
mation of the capture of arm^ and ammnvition which had been
croHncd over the Minirigsippi at mo'uth of Obion River.

No. 4ii.] MiHsrssTPPi Squadkon, Flagship Black Hawk,
Mound City, December 4, 186J^.

Sib: Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Mitchell reported under date
of 28th ultimo that 55 boxes of arms, etc., had been taken across the
Mississippi on tiie nipht of the 25th ultimo from the mouth of the
Obion or Forked Deer River for the use of the enemy, but that he
liH(1 arrested the principals in the affair and would communicate
further particulars.

On the 25)th ultimo he reported that Brigadier-General Shaler.
commanding at Columbus, had informed him on the 2Cth ultimo or
the intended crossing of these arms, 13 wagonloads, which the enemy
designed transporting from Dyersburg, in Gilwon County [Lauder-
dale or Dyer County], Tenn., on flatboats down the Obion River,
and that 10 more, wagonloads were on the way, which would be

brought up if the first attempt was successful.

Lieutenant -Commander Mitchell immediately requested General
Washburn to dispatch a party of cavalry to cooperate with him.

I enclose a telegram from Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, dated
2d instant, reporting capture and destruction of the arms (except 50

revolvers) which the enemy succeeded in crossing, as reported above,

by the cavalry force. With the arrangements made with General
Washburn and the additional precautions taken in guarding the river

at the point designated, he expects to be able to prevent the crossing

of the additional 16 wagonloads.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully,

S. P. LKas,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mlmmp/ti Squadron.

Hon. (Jii)eon Welles,
Sccretwnj of the Navy,

P. S.—T require an active patrol of the river, not to be defeated

by known previous arrangements, to cover landings of steamboats by
gunboats, which would give facilitie« for crossing at other points.

S. P. Lee,

A ctiiig Rear-Admiral.
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[Enclosure—Telegram.]

U. S. S. Sibyl,

Off New Madrid, December 2, 186^.

With the exception of 50 revolvers, all the arms (850 stands) the

ammunition, and medicine that crossed the Mississippi at mouth
of Obion River on Friday night last have been captured by a cavalry

force under the command of Colonel [P. J.] Yorke, sent by General

Washburn, at my request, to cooperate with me. Unfortunately, the

arms were destroyed, the roads being so bad they could not be

brought in.

J. G. Mitchell,
Lieutenant-Cormnander, Commanding Eighth District.

Rear-Admiral Lee, Mound City.

Order of Acting Rear-Admired Lee, V. S. Navy, to eormnandant at

Mound City, to forward ammunition to SmithZand, Ky.

Paducah, Ky., December 5, 186Jf.

Commodore: Will you please have forwarded with dispatch to

Smithland 100 or more rounds of ammunition, each, for the Cincin-

nati, Neosho, and Carondelet, ironclads, and the gunboats Brilliant,

Moose, Victory, Fairplay, Springfield, Silver Lake, and Reindeer?
The ordnance officer has the number and caliber of the guns.

Very respectfully, yours,

S.P.Lee,
Acting Rear-Ad/mAral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Commodore J. W. Livingston,
Commandant Naval Station, Mound City.

Report of Lieutenant-Cormnander Greer, JJ. S. fiavy, regarding the
purchase of steamer Colossus.

Cincinnati, Ohio, December 6, 1864..

Admiral: I have the honor to inform you that Paymaster Jack-
son to-day purchased the stern-wheel steamer Colossus for $32,900,
which is, I think, a very good transaction. The contractor will com-
mence on her alterations to-morrow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Conwianding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding the
purchase of steamers Florence Miller and Allen Collier.

Cincinnati, Ohio, December 7, 1864.
Admiral: I have the honor to inform you that Mr. Jackson this

day purchased the stem-wheel steamers Florence Miller and the
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Allen Collier for $75,000, which is $4,000 less than was first asiced.
These boats, I am sure, will please you. I will turn them over to
the contractor just as soon as I can get them stripped.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieutenant-Gom/mander.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Sqvadron.

Letter of Acting Rear-AdmirdL Lee, L\ S. Navy, to Lieutenant-
Commander McCauley, V. S. Navy, concerning tlie purchase of
vessels and the disposition of contraband goods.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cikcinnati,
Clarksville, Tenn., December 9, 1861^.

Sir: Yours of the 22d ultimo is received, stating that in view of
your small effective force you considered it best not to send the
Avenger io tow the Indianola. Under the circumstances I approve
your decision. I regret your want of active force. I am now pur-
chasing additional vessels, and will supply your wants as soon as
possible. I have also received your report of the capture of contra-
band goods; you do not state the disposition made of them. They
should have been turned over to the nearest Treasury agent, and,
unless this has already been done, you will so dispose of them.

Respectfully, yours,

S.P.Lee,
Acting Rear-AdmArcH, Com/manding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCatjley,
Commanding Fifth District Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, regarding mat-
ters connected with the business of purchasing ten vessels .for the

Navy, and referring to steamer Ohio Valley.

Cincinnati, Ohio, December 9, 186^.

Admiral: I have the honor to inform you that I am still in Cin-
cinnati, but propose to leave on Monday^ the 12th instant, for Pitts-

burg. As yet but four boats have been purchased, and they are now
in the hands of the contractor. I find that boats are at a high price.

In fact, the cost of those purchased a year ago can not now be relied

upon as a guide to their value, as the cost of everything has changed
so much since then. I feel that in not being over hasty in the business

upon which you have sent me I can better carry out your views and
have opportunities for obtaining boats that in all respects will give

you satisfaction. I find that there has been one oversight in the con-

tract, and it is the stipulation to have the guards (on main and boiler

decks) of side-wheel boats cut off, or rather reduced, which is essen-

tial. How this occurred I do not know, unless from the fact that it

is almost impossible to draw up a contract that will cover every

alteration that boats now running may require, for there are so many
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variations in the different classes. In the Fanny this alteration will

be necessary, and I have told the contractor to make it. He says it

will not be at a cost of over $500. I will make an additional stipula-

tion on the subject and forward it to you. In the contract it is stated

that the steam shall escape into the chinmey. In the Fanny there is

such an escapement, but there is none into the wheels. If you deem
such necessary, it can be put in here at a reasonable cost, or at Mound
City, at any time. It is considered advantageous to have it, on
account of ice, which, in cold weather, accumulates on the wheels.

I will also respectfully call your attention to the procuring of coal

to convoy the boats to Mound City from this place. Will you please

give directions from whom it shall be obtained? I am told it will

require 1,000 or 1,200 bushels for each boat. Since I commenced this

letter Mr. Jackson has purchased the stern-wheel boat Ohio Valley
for $42,000, to be delivered to the naval authorities at Mound City,

111. This is the finest purchase yet made by us, and I hope will

please you. There is a prospect of our getting another stern-wheeler
for $55,000. I wrote to you on 2d instant about the difficulty of
obtaining side-wheel boats. Will you please telegraph me at Monon-
gahela House, Pittsburg, the minimum number of such (side-wheel)
boats that you require. The Ohio Valley will leave here to-morrow
with the things belonging to the four purchased boats that are now
being altered.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Misftissippi Squadron.

Report of Lientenant-Covimander Greer, V. S. Navy, regarding the
forwarding of the steamer Ohio Valley to Mou-nd City, III.

Cincinnati, Ohio, Decerrvber 10, 1864.
Admiral : I have the honor, in accordance Avith your instructions,

to send to you at Mound City the fast light-draft steamer Ohio Val-
ley, which has been purchased by Paymaster Jackson. I also send
the furniture and fittings, with a few exceptions (which are marked
on the inventories) , of the Fanny, Colossus, Allen Collier, and Flor-
ence Miller, these boats now being in the hands of the contractor.
The articles retained will be needed when the boats make the trip to
Mound City. I have deemed it prudent to send Acting Ensign
Howdon, of the Grampus, in charge of these things, and to see that
the Ohio Valley and fittings are properly cared for and safely
delivered.

Veiy respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
. ^. ^ . , .

Lieutenant-Commander.
Actmg Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Zee, V. S. Navy, requesting the
return af four light-draft monitors from the West Gulf Squadron.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cincinnati,
Clarksville, Tenn., December 10, 1864-

Sir : The four light-draft monitors belonging to this squadron and
now at Mobile are greatly needed for service in these rivers, and may
be more urgently required during the winter. As active operations
seem to be suspended at Mobile, I trust the Department will give
orders for their immediate return to this squadron, and apprise me
of its determination.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admired, Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, JJ. 8. Navy, regarding
trade, captured and abandoned property, etc.

General Order, 1 Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Cincinnati, ^
No. 21.

J
Clarksville, Tenn., December 13, I864. ^^

I. " Eul^s and Regulations concerning commercial intercourse with
and in States and parts of States declared in insurrection, the collec-

tion, receipt, and disposition of captured, abandoned, and confiscable

property, and the employment and general welfare of freedmen, pre-

scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approval of the

President, in pursuance of the several acts of Congress in relation

to those subjects and appended hereto," of July 29, 1864, received by
me to-day, are herewith transmitted to all commanding officers for

their information and guidance.

II. All squadron orders conflicting or inconsistent with the above-

mentioned instructions are hereby revoked.

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Na^ry, regarding capsizing

of small hoat vith two men while crossing Mississippi River,

Deceniber H, 1864.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Fairy,

Tennessee River, January 9, 1865.

Sir: Commander Bryson, commanding Seventh District, encloses

a report dated 14th December, from Acting Master Cronin, com-

manding the Cricket, stating that he left New Orleans on the 13th

December, where the Cricket had been sent to convey General Canby
after he was wounded in White River, and when about 60 miles above

the city saw 2 men in a loaded, two-oared boat crossing the river.

His signals to the boat to stop being disregarded, he ordered the
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sentries to fire on her, when the men leaped overboard and capsized

her. One of them, severely, perhaps fatally, wounded by the fire

from the Cricket, was picked up by her boat ; the other could not be

found. The contents of the boat, the nature of which were not

ascertained, were lost. Acting Master Cronin states that the man
saved appeared to be a desperate character, was very apprehensive

that he would be hung, and would communicate nothing. Com-
mander Bryson directed that he should be turned over to the military

authorities as soon as he could be safely moved.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Sqxiadron.

Hon. Gideon Welij;s,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander CornweU, U. 8. Navy, regarding

•joint expedition in Old River for destruction of property in retalia-

tion for the death of Acting Master Tludcher, U. 8, Navy.

U. S. S. Choctaw,
Bayou Sara, La., December 17, 186^.

Sir : On Friday, the 16th instant, I went into Old River on board
the U. S. S. Nymph, accompanied by the Kenwood, Naiad, and
Gazelle, . also two army transports, containing about a thousand
troops. A thousand had been landed at Hog Point before entering

Old River, which were to meet us at or near Williamsport. At 1 p. m.
the troops were landed at the head of navigation, where there were
some plantations. I also landed a company of sailors from each
vessel, with orders to destroy all supplies that could be made useful

b}' the enemy. A large quantity of corn, sugar, and molasses was
burned, together with the houses containing it.

The army took all the live stock they could find. I did this in

retaliation for the murder of Acting Master Thatcher, of the U. S. S.

Gazelle, and to assist the army in obtaining supplies. The corn, etc.,

would have been brought out, but there were no means of transport-
ing it to the boats.

Very respectfuly,

J. J. CORNWELI,,
Lieut. Comdr., Gomdg. 2d and 3d Dists., Miss. Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, TJ. 8. Navy, regarding the
purchase of vessels for the squadron and referring to the steamer
Aheona.

Cincinnati, Ohio, December 21, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to report that since my last letter of
the 10th instant was written I have visited Pittsburg, Louisville, and
New Albany and have found no side-wheel boats, such as my instruc-
tions call for, suitable for gunboats. This place is, in fact, the great
center and the market. To-day we purchased the stern-wheel boat
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Aheona for $37,000, which makes six in all (one side-wheel and five

stern-wheel boats). To-morrow I am quite sure we will be able to

get two more stern-wheel boats at reasonable rates. The Fanny,
which was delivered to Mr. Brown on the 5th instant, will (he tells

me) be ready for turning over to the Government on or about the
30th instant, and the other boats will follow at the rate of one a
week. I respectfully suggest that Acting Naval Constructor Kendall
and Acting Fleet Engineer Bickerstaff be directed to remain here to

have an eye to the work and to pass upon it when finished. I think
the details w^ill be much more satisfactorily completed should this

arrangement or a similar one be adopted. I shall, in accordance with
your instructions, appoint two assistant engineers for each boat, sub-

ject to your approval. A pilot will be needed to go down on the

boats. Mr. McCammett, who was, and perhaps now is, on the Great
Western is a good Ohio River pilot and has been engaged on this

duty before. Acting Ensign Litherbury, commanding GramjMS, has

taken a number of boats to Cairo, and I suggest that he be detailed

to do the same with the boats now here, making up a small crew,

including firemen, from the enlisted men on board the receiving ship

Grasmpiis. Mr. Litherbury has an advantage in being a daylight

pilot. I will also call your attention to the necessity of having some
arrangements made to furnish the eight boats with coal to carry them
to Mound City. I wrote about this on the 9th instant, but fearing

that my letter may have miscarried I mention it again. I hope that

my suggesting these things, admiral, will not meet with your dis-

approbation, for I have done so with a desire not to be forward, but

to further the interests of the service. I hope to be able to leave this

on the 26th or 27th instant for Mound City.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
Lieutenant-Goim/mander.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Comm-anding Mississippi Sqvadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. 8. Navy, requesting post-

ponement of the detachment of Lieutenant-Cormnander Greer,

V. S. Navy, till special duty in purchase of vessels is completed.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Fairy,
Tennessee River, December 21, 1864.

Sir: Lieutenant-Commander Greer, whose detachment from this

squadron the Department has ordered, is engaged on special duty

purchasing steamers and arranging for their conversion into gun-

boats.

I propose, if not objected to by the Department, to retain his de-

tachment until this service shall be performed and a full report made
of the transaction.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.
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Report of Lieute7iant-Gommander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding the

purchase of steamer Mist, and forwarding the same to Mound
City, III.

Cincinnati, Ohio, Decemler 23, 186^.

Admiral: I send the steamer Mist to Mound City, in accordance

with your wishes. The furniture belonging to the Abeona, Wtlhe

Gamage, and Kate Foster I have stowed on board the Grampus and

will have it sent down in the Fanny, which boat will be ready about

December 30. I have thought it prudent to send Acting Ensign

Howdon, of the Grampus, in the Mist, to see that she and her fittings

are safely delivered. Enclosed I send an inventory of the things

of the Mist.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Gheer,
Lieutenan t-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Com,manding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Adrmrdl Lee,

v. S. Navy, to insure protection for loyal owners of plantations on
the Western rivers.

Navy Department, Decemher 2!^, 1864.

Sir: The Secretary of the Treasury requests that the naval force

on the Mississippi and its tributaries should render protection to the

loyal owners of plantations which are leased and worked by loyal

owners along the rivers.

General orders have already from time to time been issued to the

squadrons to give protection to the persons and property of loyal

citizens, and you are specially directed to give such additional orders

to those of your command as may be necessary to carry into effect the

purpose herein indicated, so far as it can be done without prejudice
to the service. It is not expected or intended that these instructions

shall interfere with naval operations and movements, but you will,

so far as may be consistent with your naval duties, make your force

effective in guarding the persons and property of loyal citizens, and
especially those engaged on the leased plantations and in the planting
business.

Very respectfully, etc., Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Patterson, U. S. Navy, of

arrival for duty in the Mississippi Squadron, and commtand of

U. S. S. Mound City.

U. S. S. Benton,
Of Natchez, Miss., December 26, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders I re-

ported to Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee^ commanding Mississippi
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Squadron, on the 14th instant, and to-day reported to the divisional
commander of the Fifth District for the command of the U. S. S.
Mound City.

Very respectfully, etc.,

G. W. D. Patterson,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram. ]

Flagship Fairy,
Chickasaw, Ala., December 28, 186i..

(Received December 29—12:36 p. m.)

I have the honor to advise the Department that military operations

make an immediate and considerable increase of ironclad force neces-

sary in this squadron.
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary Navy.

Letter from, the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee,

U. S. Navy, stating that Rear-Adrmral Farragut requires the four
monitors sent from the Mississippi Squadron for protection of
Mobile Bay.

Navy Department, December 28, 1864..

Sir : The Department received your dispatch asking that the four

ironclads sent to the West Gulf Blockading Squadron might be or-

dered back to the Mississippi Squadron, and requested Vice-Admiral
Farragut's opinion as to the propriety of withdrawing them from
their present duty.
He states that the rebels still have left a force of ironclads at

Mobile, which, except for the monitors received from the Mississippi

Squadron, might easily regain possession of the bay, and he therefore

thinks it imprudent to remove or withdraw any of the present iron-

clad force of the West Gulf Squadron.
The Mississippi Squadron will, in some measure, be compensated

for the loss of these four monitors by receiving the Manhattan and
Tennessee, which Vice-Admiral Farragut sent up just before giving

up his command.
Very respectfully, Gideon Welles,

Secretary of Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, III,
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General order of Acting Rear Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, regarding

intercourse with seceded States.

General Order, 1 Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Fairy,

No. 23.
J

Tennessee River, December 29, 186^.

I. The attention of divisional, commanding, and other officers of

this squadron is called to General Order, No. 80,* including the ex-

ecutive order of September 24, 1864, issued by Major-General Canby,
and considerately furnished by him to the naval vessels on the Mis-

sissippi, and they are instructed to cooperate cordially, as far as

properly concerns the Navy, with the military and Treasury authori-

ties in carrying out its provisions, that the policy of the Govern-
ment and the harmony and efficiency of the public service may be
promoted.

II. To prevent embarrassment to military operations by the fa-

cility with which spies, traitors, boat burners, and others may pass
and repass the lines and communicate information to the enemy with
regard to military operations, divisional, commanding, and other
Navy officers concerned in the execution of this squadron order, are, at
the instance of the major-general commanding, instructed as follows:

1. As the purchasing agent of the Treasury Department can know
nothing of pending or prospective military operations in the district

in which his permit is to take effect, persons holding these permits
will not^ be permitted to land from gunboats unless they have the
corresponding permit and safe conduct of the proper military
authority, as described in paragraphs 1 and 7 of Major-General
Canby's General Order, No. 80.

2. No boat can be allowed to enter Red River unless the permit has
the approval of Major-General Canby and myself.

3. Divisional officers and the commanders of gunboats are in-
structed to suspend the effect of the safe conduct and permit under the
circumstances prescribed in paragraph 5 of Major-General Canby's
General Order, No. 80

;
(but in each case a full report of all the cir-

cumstances will be promptly made to me, and a copy of it sent at
once to General Canby by the divisional officer).

4. Divisional officers and the commanders of gunboats are in-
structed to limit passes given by them to parties to come within the
lines to the cases prescribed in paragraph 6 of Major-General Canby's
General Order, No. 80. (Such deserters and refugees as are therein
referred to, will be immediately turned over to the nearest military
commander, with a clear and sufficient written statement of each case,
and a semimonthly report of the same will be made to me.)

III. The command of Major-General E. E. S. Canby, which is
designated as the Military Division of West Mississippi, comprises
four departments, viz : The Department of the Gulf, the Department
of Arkansas, the Department of Missouri, and the Department of
Mississippi.

1. The Department of the Gulf, Major-General N. P. Banks, com-
manding, consists of all points held, or that may be held, by the United
btates forces on the Gulf of Mexico, from Key West, Fla. to the
Mexican hnes, and all the United States forces serving in the States

* See A. W. E. Vol. 41, Pt. 4, p. 787.
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of Louisiana and Texas, south of Red River, and all troops on both
sides of the Mississippi River, south of the mouth of Red River.

2. The Department of Arkansas, Major-General J. J. Reynolds,
commanding, consists of the State of Arkansas.

3. The Department of Missouri, Major-General Dodge, command-
ing, consists of the State of Missouri.

4. The Department of Mississippi, Major-General N. J. T. Dana,
commanding, consists of all points held by the United States forces on
the east bank of the Mississippi River, north of the mouth of Red
River, which includes the posts of Natchez, Miss. ; Vicksburg, Miss.

;

Memphis, Tenn. ; Columbus, Ky. ; and Cairo, 111.

IV. Commanders of supply vessels, transports, and towboats, be-

longing to, or in the service of, the Navy, are allowed to receive on
board persons belonging to the Navy and moving under naval
authority, but no other persons whatever, without written authority
in each case from myself or from Commodore J. W. Livingston, com-
manding naval station, Mound City, or from a divisional officer.

Commanders of the vessels referred to in this paragraph, will make
a written report to me of all their passengers for each trip, giving
the names, rank of Navy (and Army ) officers, a classified statement

of rated persons in the Navy, and the names and residences of citi-

zens, stating when and where they were received and landed, and by
what authority; but no person not belonging to the Navy will be

landed from these vessels on anjr gunboat except by orders from
Commodore' Livingston, the divisional commander, or myself, and
no other person shall be landed anywhere below Cairo, except on the

Mississippi, and then only after the previous written approval of

this naval permit by the Army officer commanding the department or

district in which the landing is to be made.
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral^ Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from the cleric of the district court at Springfield, III., to Fleet

Captain Pennack, U. S. Navy, giving amount of cotton captured

in the expeditions into Red, Black, and Ouachita rivers, libeled in

that court.

OrricE OF Clekk Distkict Court United States,

Southern District or Itxinois,

Springfield, December 29, 1864.

Sir: The following lots of cotton captured by the Red, Ouachita,

and Black River expeditions have been libeled in this court, viz:

2,129 bales cotton, reiwrted by Admiral Torter from Alexandria.

103 bales cotton, taken by the Red Iliver expedition.

63 bales cotton, taken by the Red River expedition.

4S4 bales cotton, taken by the Ouachitii River expedition.

788 bales 52 sacks cotton, taken by the Red and Onachita rivers expedition.

409 bales 139 sacks cotton, taken by the Ouachita River expedition.

1,000 bales cotton, taken by the Onachita River expedition.

5 bales cotton, picked up in Red River by V. S. S. Juliet.

24 bales cotton, captured by Red River expedition.

5,00.5

I enclose herewit li copies of various letters received from yourself

and Admiral Porter in relation to the above lots of cotton. As the
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court is unable to determine with certainty from these letters whether

the same vessels are entitled to share in all these captured, and as

claims have been presented to the court by other vessels not included

in these lists to share in the prizes, you are requested to furnish with-

out delay separate lists of all the vessels entitled to share in each of

the different lots above mentioned.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. p. Bowen, Clerk.

Captain A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station., Mound City., III.

Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Lieu-

tenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding completion of
work on the purchased steamers.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Fairy,
Eastport, Miss., December 29, 1864.

Sir: Yours of 9th, 10th, and 21st in.stant are received.

I approve your suggestions in the latter communication, and you
are accordingly authorized to direct Acting Naval Constructor Ken-
dall and Acting Fleet Engineer Bickerstaff to remain at Cincinnati
until the completion of the work on the purchased steamers, to

superintend it and pass upon it when finished ; also to direct Acting
Ensign Litherbury, of the Grampus, assisted by Pilot McCammett,
to take the vessels to Mound City as fast as completed, making up a
small working crew, including firemen from the Grampus.
The coal for these vessels must be purchased at Cincinnati when

wanted.
I desire to have three or four side-wheel steamers at least, and

wish no more stern-wheelers purchased.
Respectfully, yours, S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, U. S. Navy,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting
Ensign Litherbury, regarding the furniture and fittings of certain
purchased vessels.

Cincinnati, Ohio, December 30, 1864.
Sir: You will keep the furniture and fittings of the Abeona,

Willie Gamage, Kate Foster, and Tempest on board the Grampus,
and when the Fanjiy is ready send them to Mound City in her, in
charge of an officer, to be delivered to the commanding naval officer
there. I presume Admiral Lee will give instructions about the de-
tailing of men and officers to take the new gunboats down.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James A. Greer,
. ,. -r, . ^ ,.^ Lieutenant-Commander.
Acting Ensign C. W. Litherbury,

Commanding U. S. S. Grampus, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admirol Lee, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports
regarding the loss of U. S. S. Rattler in a gale, December 30, 186^.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Fairy,
Eastport, Miss., January 18, 1865.

Sir : The U. S. S. Rattler, attached to the Fifth District of this
squadron, was lost on the night of the 30th ultimo near Grand Gulf,
[Miss.]. She parted her cables during a heavy gale, and was driven
ashore, where she bilged and was abandoned. Her officers and crew,
with most of the public property aboard, were saved. Before another
vessel could arrive to guard this portion of the river, the Rattier was
fired by the rebels and her upper works consumed. I enclose reports
from Lieutenant-Commander McCauley and Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant Gould, commanding Forest Rose (1 and 2), dated, respectively,

1st and 2d January, giving particulars, and from Acting Master
Willets, commanding, dated January 2 (3). I had ordered a court
of enquiry to investigate the circumstances connected with the deser-

tion of Acting Master Glenney, late commanding the Rattler, agree-

ably to the Department's directions, but the vessel was lost before it

could be convened. A new court will be ordered and held at Mound
City as soon as officers are available. A court of enquiry will be

held on the loss of the Rattler.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yoursj

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commianding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Enclosures.]

U. S. S. Benton,

Off Natchez, Miss., January 1, 1865.

Admiral : On the night preceding the 31st ultimo we were visited

by a heavy gale^ blowing in a cyclone. The Rattler, anchored off

Grand Gulf, parted her chains, was blown on the left bank, struck

a snag, bilged, and sank. As the supply steamer Magnet was at

hand, having been blown ashore at the same time, she relieved the

wreck of guns, small arms, small-arms ammunition, officers, men, and

their clothing^ bringing away all articles movable. The Forest Rose

was warned of the accident and steamed up to Grand Gulf yes-

terday afternoon, but I learn that she must have arrived too late, as

a boat that came down this a. m. informed me the rebels had set her

upper works on fire. The 24-pounder howitzers and equipments

were all saved and brought down here ; two 30-pounder Parrotts were

left on board spiked.

I have sent Acting Chief Engineer J. V. Starr, of this vessel, up
to inspect the wreck and save as much of the machinery as possible.

I think it will all be gotten out as soon as the river falls sufficiently.

Acting Master Commanding N. B. Willets reports that at the time

the Rattler parted her chains he was un deck attending to the " nurs-

ing " of her tackle and working ahead with full head of steam.

lie seems to be somewhat injured by a fall he received whilst so

employed, perhaps a rib broken.
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I intend sending the officers and crew to Mound City by the dis-

patch boat of the 1st. One of the Rattler's crew deserted, and maybe

gave the information which resulted in her burning.

I have placed the small arms, etc., on board the /. Torrence. The
howitzers I ha-\e temporarily placed on the Avenger, to fill up her

battery until your pleasure is known.
Acting Master Willets has not yet been able to make an official

report in writing.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

E. Y. McCaxhoEy,

Lieut. Gomdr., Camdg. Jfth and oth Dists. Miss. Squadron.

Eear-Admiral S. P. Lee, U. S. Navy,
GoTwmanding Mississippi Squadron.

U. S. S. FoKEST Rose,

Near Waterproof, La., January 2, 1865.

Sir : I respectfully report to you that on the 31st ultimo the com-
manding officer of the U. S. S. Rattler, then on board of steamer
Magnet, informed me that on the night previous the Rattler drifted

into the bank near Grand Gulf, Miss., and bilged, and that he had
abandoned her. I immediately steamed up river with this vessel for

the purpose of saving what property I could. When about 5 miles

from the Rattler I discovered her to be on fire. I soon afterwards
opened fire on the river bank, expending four 30-pounder lo-sec.

shells to prevent the enemy from carrying off any property they
might have got from the wreck. In thirty minutes from the first dis-

covery of the fire she had burned to the water's edge. I learn from
persons living in the neighborhood that the enemy's scouts set the
Rattler on fire as soon as this vessel hove in sight. After the heat
had discharged the guns left on board, one of which was trained
down river, I steamed in near the wreck and saved what property I
could, a list of which I enclose. Her engines and boilers remain with
the wreck, nearly covered with water, and the river rising rapidly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. N. Gould,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCauley, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Fourth and Fifth Districts Miss. Squadron.

U. S. S. Benton,
Of Natchez, Bliss., January S, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the loss of

^^ J^- ?• ^- ^('tt^^'' "'bile at anchor off the bar opposite Grand
Gulf, Miss., on the evening of December 30. A heavy storm of wind
and ram arose about 9 o'clock from the southward and eastward. In
a few minutes the wind shifted suddenly to the northward and blew
very strong, so that we commenced dragging one anchor, although
we were Avorkmg ahead on the engines with all the steam we had.
We dragged down afoul of the supply steamer Magnet, which was



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 771

lying a short distance astern of us, she having cast off when the storm
first struck us. Our starboard quarter striking her on the port bow,
we swung around to starboard, head across the stream and broadside
to the wind. At this time the Magnet parted her chains and went
ashore on the Mississippi side. The wind was now blowing very
hard, and it was so dark that an object could not be distinguished at

10 feet. Before we could get the vessel's head to the wind Ave parted
our chain, and swinging around stern to the wind, went ashore (on
the Mississippi side), striking a snag, which stove in the port side

amidships. In about five minutes she filled with water and sunk, so

that the starboard side was under about 2^ feet, with the exception of

some 15 feet forward. The steamer Magnet lay within a short dis-

tance of us. We commenced saving everything we could get at, trans-

ferring them to the Magnet. I succeeded in saving all the howitzers,

but had to leave two 30-pounder Parrotts, which I had spiked. I
then took all the officers and men on board the Magnet and proceeded
down the river to report to you for further orders. On my way down
communicated with the U. S. S. Forest Rose, informing her com-
manding officer of the condition of the Rattler. The Forest Rose
proceeded immediately up the river to save whatever they could that

had been left. We arrived at Natchez at about 3.30 p. m. The
Magnet and her officers rendered me every possible assistance. Please

find enclosed a list of stores and equipments saved.

I am, sir, A'ery respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. B. WiLLETS,
Acting Master, Late Commander TJ. S. S. Rattler.

Lieutenant-Commander E. Y. McCauley,
Commanding Fourth and Fifth Districts Miss. Squadron.

Letter from- Acting Rear-Admired Lee, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-

Gerteral Meredith, TJ. S. Army, requesting that means he employed
to prevent raids on Hichincm, Ky.

Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Fairy,
Tennessee River, December 31, 1864.

Genep,al: Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Mitchell, commanding
Eighth District Mississippi Squadron, reports to me, under date of

17th instant, that on that day he met the steamer Poland below Hick-

man, which reported having been fired on at that place. He landed

there and learned that 12 men were pillaging the town, and that they

had some citizens "corralled" in a vacant lot. He landed 30 men,

and the guerrillas left on their approach. Soon after 4 cavalrymen

rode to the top of the hill, were fired on by his picket, arid retreated

by the Dresden road. A previous report from Lieutenant-Com-

niander Mitchell states that citizens have informed him that a band
of bushwhackers are encamped in the swamp below Hickman. The
men engaged in pillaging the town probably belonged to this gang.

I request that you will take means to prevent the repetition of these

raids on Hickirian and to break up the guerrilla bands that infest its
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neighborhood. Naval cooperation will always be cordially extended

when required.

I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Reor-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Brigadier-General S. Meredith,
Gommxinding at Paducah, Ky.

Abstract log of tlie Z7. S. S. Black Hawk, LieutenMnt-Commander
K. R. Breese, commanding, April 10 to May 25, I864.

April 10, 1864-.—Alexandria, La.
April 17.—At 12 : 30 p. m. the Cricket, with Admiral Porter on

board, moved up the river, followed by the Gazelle.

April 18.—At 7:40 a. m. got underway and steamed down the

river. At 4 : 40 p. m. made fast to the left bank of the river a short

distance below Fort De Russy. At 5 p. m. got underway and assisted

the Ouachita off a bar, where she was aground, about half a mile

below the fort. At 5 : 40 made fast to the bank again.

April 19.—At 5 a. m. got under way and steamed down the river.

From 6 to 8 p. m. delivered to the New Naiional two 24-pounder siege

guns captured at Fort De Russy.
ApriP29.—At 6 : 35 p. m. steamer Silver Wave proceeded up river.

At 7 heard musketry firing up Eed River. At 7 : 20 got underway
and steamed about 4 miles up Red River and opened fire in the
bushes. Expended 3 30-pounder shells and 10 24-pounder shrapnel.
At 8 : 15 backed down the river and returned to our station.

April 30.—At 8 : 20 a. m. the Kenwood, Juliet, and Bene-flt arrived
from above. The Benef,t, with a barge in tow, came alongside. The
following officers and men attached to this vessel came on board from
the Benefit: Lieutenant S. W. Terry, Acting Master's Mate J. A.
Jones, and C. L. Clung, O. S. Trussell, boatswain's mates; Charles
Cooper, quarter gunner; A. Vanzandt (S. P.) [special pilot?].
Twenty-eight men (names omitted). One 12-pounder and 1 24-
pounder howitzer and ammunition brought on board.
May 11.—At 3 : 30 p. m. two of the Little ReleVs crew reported

captured.

May H.—Mississippi River. At 8:06 p. m. received on board
from the Forest Rose the following officers and seamen from the gun-
boat Covington: H. B. Emerson, pilot; Dennis O. Ruf, gunner's
mate; Washington Gamble, quartermaster; Henry A. Harrison,
Slainerlas Therion, seamen; Ed. Harris (contraband), cabin cook;
Westly West, Rineck Watson, Robert Jackson, Joseph Rilbren, con-
trabands. Petty officers and seamen from the gunboat Signal:
Michael McCormick, boatswain's mate; Edgar Clark, quartermaster;
Daniel Reed, quartermaster; Joseph Smith, George McClurg, sea-
men; Taylor. Cromwell (contraband), seaman.
May 15.—Kt 11:20 p. m. the flagship Cricket came out of Red

River. The admiral, together with Lieutenant Naile, Lieutenant
Church, of the marines, and the admiral's secretary. Guild (C. F.)
returned on board this vessel. Also came on board from the Cricket
5 men and 11 marines.
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May 21.—At 7 p. m. we got underway and proceeded up the Mis-
sissippi Elver. Major-General Canby and staff aboard, taking pas-
sage to Natchez.
May 22.—At 2 : 35 a. m. made fast to the bank at Natchez ; landed

Major-General Canby and staff and 3 horses. At 3 a. m. rounded out
and underway up the river.

May 25.—At 8:57 p. m. reached Cairo; proceeded up to Mound
Citj' ; 9 : 25 fired a salute upon reaching Mound City.

Ahstraci log of the U. S. S. Carondelet, Lieutenant-Commander
John A. Mitchell, corrmianding, March 11 to May 15, 186Jf.

March 11, 1861}..—Off Eed Eiver. At 12 : 10 p. m. tug Dahlia came
alongside with a dispatch from flagship. At 1 p. m. all boats called

away, armed, under charge of Lieutenant-Commander Mitchell, ac-

companied by Executive Officer Gipson, Ensign Miller, Masters Mates
Hastings and De Groot, taking with them all the small-arms crew on
shore for battalion drill. All other ships in the fleet doing, likewise.

At 1 : 30 p. m. a fleet of transports in sight, coming down the river,

all laden with troops. Landed at the bank on the Louisiana shore.

At 4 : 45, gig, with Captain Mitchell, returned. At 4 : 50 first and
second cutters and dingey returned.

March 12.—At 9 a. m. the following steamers started up Eed
Eiver: Fort Hind/man, Cricket, Neosho, Eostport, Lafayette, Ozarh,

Choctaxo, Osage, Chillicothe, Louisville, Carondelet, Benton, Pitts-

hurg. Mound City, and Essex. At 12 meridian, went into Old Eiver,

Chillicothe and Louisville ahead of us, the Pittsburg, Benton, and
Mound' City astern, the other vessels going up Eed Eiver. At
12 : 30 went into the Atchafalaya. At 1 : 15 p. m. the Louisville

stopped at a cotton landing and took on board 23 bales of cotton,

the rest of the boats making fast to the opposite bank. At 2 : 15 the

Louisville crossed to the opposite bank. The Black Hawk hove in

sight. At 2 : 30 came to at the bank ahead of us. At 2 : 35 U. S. S.

No. 50 came along and landed. At 3 : 50 p. m. the transports Des
Moines, Maria Hamilton, and Baltic, with troops, came along and

landed.
March 13.—Bayou Atchafalaya. At 7 : 30 a. m. army commenced

marching.
March 11^.—Steaming up (Eed) river, Benton ahead, Mound

City, flagship Bla^k Hawk, U. S. S. No. 50, and a transport astern

in sight. At 2 p. m. all hands exercised at quarters (silence drill).

From 4 to 6 p. m. : Steaming up river. At 4 : 30 passed some earth-

works on west bank of river. 8 to 12: Lying at the bank. At 9

p. m. the tug came down the river and reported the Eastport past

the obstructions in the river and a fort evacuated and our army skir-

mishing in the enemy's rear.

March 15.—At 1 : 40 a. m. received orders from the admiral to get

underway and proceed up the river toward Alexandria. At 2 started

up the river. At 4 made fast to the bank, owing to the Ozark being

fast in the river and obstructing the passage. The Louisville, ChU-

licothe, and Pittsburg ahead, the Mound City astern. At 4:45 got

underway. At 5 : 30 the fleet tied up to the bank. From 8 to 12 m.
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steamers Diadem^ Southwester, Emerald, Black Hawk, No. 60,

Thos. Tutt, Autocrat, Hastings^ Dimia, John Raine, and hospital

ship Woodford passed up through the obstructions in the river. At
9 we started up. followed by the Choctaw and Benton. Went ashore

in search of cotton. At 12 passed flagship and transport fleet at

Fort De Russy.
March ^5.—Off Alexandria. At 3 : 30 p. m. we got underway and

proceeded up the river. At 4 started over the Rapids. At 4 : 15 came
to at the bank above the Chillicothe. At 5 : 30 the hospital steamer

Woodford passed up and stuck on the rocks, then swung around
and drifted a short distance below and made fast to the bank in a

sinking condition. At 6 she Avent down. The Brown went alongside

to render assistance. Our second cutter, in charge of Acting Master's

Mate Hamilton, was sent alongside of the sunken vessel. From G to

8 p. m. : The second cutter returned and reported no lives lost on the

sunken vessel.

March 29.—^At the Rapids. At 6 : 15 a. m. the Brown came up the
river and made fast to us, to assist us over the Rapids. At 6 : 35 the
Brown, after helping us safely over the Rapids, cast loose and went
down the river. Our vessel had rubbed considerably on the bottom.
At 7 : 30 a. m. sent the second cutter, in charge of Boatswain's Mate
White, ashore to destroy a barge and skiff alongside, Avhich was done.
Proceeding up river. At 9 : 10 a. m. Captain Mitchell went ashore
with a party of 30 men, armed, in charge of Ensign Miller. At 10
they all 'returned on board. 1 : 30 p. m. dropped down river. A
contraband brought information of a party of rebels with three Fed-
eral prisoners being about 4 miles from the river.

April 2.—8 to 12 meridian: Proceeding up the Red River, the
Lexington and Chillicothe following. At 10 : 30 stopped to destroy
some flatboats, and heard that our cavalry were now at Pine Bluff
and that the rebels had left Shreveport. At 1 : 30 p. m. the current,
in doubling a sharp point, cut us into the bend, from which we suc-
ceeded, with the assistance of the Roh Roy, in getting clear in half
an hour without damage. At 2 : 50 the Hindman came down the
river. She reported the fleet 27 miles ahead of us. 4 to 6 p. m.
steaming up river.

April 3.—At 11 : 20 a. m. we arrived at the fleet at Grand Ecore.
At 12 : 15 p. m. the Cricket came in sight, with Admiral Porter's blue
flag hoisted.

April If..
—8 to 12 meridian: Steaming up river. Sent first and

second cutters to drag for torpedoes. At 12 : 40 p. m. came in sight
of the Louisville and Eastport aground. At 1 : 20 sent a line to the
Louisville and hauled her off. Sent first and second cutters to sound
the channel. Dropped down and made fast to the bank. At 2 : 15
a portion of our army, with a large number of prisoners, passed down
the river bank. At 2 : 25 captain returned. At 3 sent Master's Mate
DeGroot to enquire particulars of the land expedition. At 1 : 30 he
returned, having gained the following, viz: Our forces found the
rebels in force at St. Maurice ; attacked and completely routed them.
Federal loss in killed and wounded 8. Rebel loss in killed and
wounded 20 to 30 and about 65 prisoners. At 5 : 30 we succeeded in
getting over the bar. At 4 Captain Mitchell went to the Eastport
in second cutter. At 7 : 40 p. m. passed the town of Campti. Sev-
eral houses were burning and people on shore said there had been
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a fight between Union and rebel forces near there to-day. At 11 : 10
we overtook the fleet and made fast to the opposite bank at Le-
compte's plantation.
April 8.—AX 9:15 a. m. Captain Mitchell left the ship in the

dingey. The tug {Ivy) came alongside and got our 11 and 15 inch
hawsers. At 5:30 p. m. heard heavy firing up the river. 6 to 8
\i. ni. sent 6 men to the Eastport in charge of Master's Mate DeGroot
to report for picket duty.
April 10.—Grand Ecore, Red Eiver. At 2:30 p. m. our surgeon

went on shore to assist in dressing wounds of soldiers in hospital;
also sent a party of men with bandages and to carry water to the
hospital. We sent 30 rolls of bandages and surgeon's lint to Dr.
Clapp. Mr. Hastings and 10 men went ashore to carry water to
the hospital. Henry Whitney, a seaman of this vessel, was killed
while on detached duty on board the Benefit.
April 13.—Below Grand Ecore. Troops crossing on pontoon

bridge below the town. At 8 a. m. crew on shore sawing wood ; heard
heavy firing up river.

April 11)..—YvoTVL 1 to 4 a. m. saw a large fire in a N". N. W. direc-
tion. At. 1:45 p. m. the Eastport in dropping down grounded on
the bar.

April 15.—At 5 a. m. sent pilots to sound the channel at the stem
of the Eastport, by order of Captain Phelps. At 9 : 30 the Eastport
succeeded in getting off the bar and made fast to the bank ahead of
us. At 1 p. m. we dropped off to let the Eastport pass down. At
4:30 p. m. started down river; found the Eastport sunk. Sent a
boat to her assistance. At 6 : 15 made fast to the bank just above the
Eastport; sent boats to her assistance. Received ammunition from
the Eastport.
April 16.—At 7:50 received orders from Commander Phelps to

proceed down river. At 6 p. m. made fast at the bank below Cal-
houn's plantation.

April 24-—Red River, near the Falls. At 7 : 06 a. m. heard heavy
firing in the direction of Alexandria.
April 26.—^At 6 a. m. we got underway and started up river. At

6:40 stopped at Meade's plantation and sent Mr. Miller and a party
of men for water. At 10:15 a contraband reported some rebels on
the bank, and we fired several guns in that direction. At 10 : 30 the
rebels fired musketry at us; we gave them several shots from our 8

and 9 inch guns. Ammunition expended : One lOO-pounder Parrott
shell, 6 IX-inch, 9 Vlll-inch, 4 12-pounder; total, 19.

April 27.—At 5 p. m. we came in sight of the fleet lying above the
Falls.

May J'^.-^At 12 : 30 p. m. the captain returned ; we got underway.
At 1:30 p. m. the rebels fired on our transports, and the gunboats
shelled the woods. At 2 p. m. we tied up to the bank and the captain
went on shore. At 3 the admiral came down and the captain,

Mitchell, went aboard the flagship; returned at 3:30. At 6:15 p. m.
the captain left the ship in the second cutter to see if the river was
clear of torpedoes.

May 15.—At 9 a. m. Captain Mitchell went ashore to consult with
the Army officers. At 10 he returned and we cast loose and dropped
down about three-quarters of a mile. At 11 the Neosho passed down,
shelling the woods. At 11:20 we got underway and shelled the
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woods as we went for about twenty minutes. At 12, midnight, we
arrived at the mouth of Black Eiver and found gunboats Mound City,

Pittsburg, Avenger, and two tinclads and steamers Laurel Hill and
Mittie Stevens there. Captain Mitchell left the vessel, taking Mr.
Wiggins, pilot of the Laurel Hill, to his boat.

Abstract log of U. 8. S. Ohillicothe, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant

Joseph P. Couthouy, commanding, March 7 to June S, 186J/..

March 7, I864..—OS Red River. At 1 : 30 p. m. the flagship made
general signals. The several vessels of the fleet landed armed boats'

crews near the flagship. At 4 p. m. they returned to their respective

vessels.

March 13.—Off Simmesport, La. From 4 to 8 a, m. : Troops dis-

embarking from transports. At 4:15 p. m. got underway and the

fleet stood up the river in the following order: Pittsburg, Ohillicothe,

Carondelet, Mound City, Benton, and Louisville; the flagship and
the Oucuahita remaining in the rear with the transports. At 5:25

p. m. entered Old River. At 7:45 tied up to the left bank in com-
pany with the fleet.

March llf..—^Meridian to 4 p. m.j underway, steaming up Red River.

At 6:10 p. m. tied up to the left bank.
Marches.—At 1:45 a. m. tug came alongside with an order from

the admiral to the commanding officer. At 2 : 20 a. m. got underway
and steamed up river in company with some other vessels of the fleet.

At 3 : 30 a. m. came up with the first division of the fleet tied up to

the right bank of the river. Exchanged distinguishing pennants.
At 4 a. m. tied up to the left bank of the river astern of the Price.

At 4:15 a. m. cast loose from the bank and steamed up river to the
blockade and tied up to the right bank. At 5:20 cast loose and
steamed up river, the Price towing us past the blockade. At 6 : 45
tug came up and gave us an order from the admiral to tie up and let

the transports pass. At 9 : 40 a. m. received orders from the admiral
to proceed up to Alexandria without delay. Stood up river. At 10
passed Fort De Russy, which was occupied by our army.
March 16.—Off Alexandria, La. At 8 : 30 a. m. Eastport showed

general signal. Sent 20 armed men in charge of Acting Ensign H. A.
Hannon on board of the Eastport. The commander went ashore in
charge of armed party. At 4 : 30 p. m. expedition in charge of Act-
ing Ensign H. A. Hannon returned to vessel and commander returned
on board.
March 21.—^At 9:35 a. m. flagship signaled us. Called away 40

armed men in charge of Acting Ensign C. A. Calvert and Acting
Master's Mate C. S. Welles, with orders to land abreast of the East-
port. At 10 the commander left the vessel to take command of the
armecl party. At 5:15 p. m. cutter came alongside with armed
expedition.

March 23.—At 7:15 p. m. tug Dahlia came alongside with orders,
and Acting Ensign C. A. Calvert, with 6 men armed with cutlasses
and rifles, were mustered and left the ship on tug Dahlia to do picket
duty up the river.

March 29.—From 8 to meridian : Vessel underway, ascending the
Falls. After two hours' endeavor, succeeded in getting over and
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stood up river. At 8:15 a. m. made C horsemen at a small hoiipe on
the left bank of the river. We lay to and sent 16 armed men in
charge of Acting Ensign C. A. Calvert to ascertain who they were.
At 9:35 the boat returned, bringing the 6 men, and also 1 musket,
which was found in the house. The men were searched, and failing
to find anything suspicious about their persons, permitted them to
return on shore in charge of armed boat. Examined house and
destroyed small flat. At 11 boat returned and vessel again stood up
river.

April 3.—Off Grand Ecore, La. At 2:15 p. m. the flagship spoke
us and requested the commanding officer to come on board. At 2 : 20
the commanding officer went on board the flagship. At 2 : 30 returned
on board and ordered steam to be raised. At 2:45 cast loose and
stood up river and made fast to the right bank of the river, astern of
the Lexington. At 5 : 30 we got underway and followed the Lexing-
ton. At 6 : 40 a large quantity of cotton was burned on the left bank
of the river. The Lexington fired two shots in order to drive away
the cotton burners. At 7 p. m., while passing the burning cotton,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Joseph P. Couthouy was shot and mor-
tally wounded by a guerrilla concealed behind the bank. We imme-
diately beat to quarters. At 7 : 40 signaled the Neosho to communi-
cate and requested her surgeon to come on board and see our
commander.
Apnl Ij..

—^Underway. Red River, La. At 6 :30 a. m. laid to, along-

side the left bank, and sent a small boat to fish up torpedoes. At
8:10 Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Joseph P. Couthouy, who was
mortally wounded on the evening of the 3d, expired. At 9 : 20 beat

to quarters in consequence of our cavalry being attacked by the

enemy at Campti, La. At 9:30 tlie Fort Hindman opened fire upon
them, firing three shell; we instantly followed by firing a 5-second

shell from our howitzer. Cast loose and stood up river. At 11 beat

the retreat. At 3 : 30 p. m. sent cutter with 6 armed men to destroy

a flatboat. At 6 : 45 tied up to the right bank of the river.

April 5.—^Underway, Red River, La. At 8 : 45 got underway and
ran alongside the Fort Hindman and put the remains of Acting Vol-

unteer Lieutenant Couthouy on board in an air-tight coffin and then

proceeded on up the river in rear of the fleet. At 9 we took on board

two men, who said they belonged to the U. S. S. Sachem and were
taken prisoners at Berwick Bay, September 7, 1863, and were taken to

Shreveport, from which place "they escaped. Sent them on board the

Louisville.

April 7.—Off Campti, La. At 12 : 20 a. m. a rifle shot was fired at

us from the left bank of the river about 100 yards below the town.

Seeing several persons moving about near the place we beat to gen-

eral quarters and fired one 5-second shrapnel from our howitzer. At
6 : 10 a. m. made the Gazelle coming up the river. At 6 : 15 a. m.

rounded to and stood down the river. The Gazelle came alongside

and Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith, U. S. Navy, came on

board and assumed command of this vessel.

April 10.—Red River. At 2:35 p. m. struck a snag and stuck.

From 4 to 6 p. m. : Vessel lying fast on a hidden stump, all hands

endeavoring to get her off, all efforts being without success. At
5:15 transport Blacle Hawk came up river; hailed for assistance;

she came alongside and gave us mail and dispatches, took our heavy
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ha^Ysel and pulled us off. At 4:15 discovered a body of cavalry

on right bank. On their approaching the vessel we made them to

be United States troops. Sent an officer in charge of men on shore

to request the commanding officer to send a bearer of dispatches from
Lieutenant-Commander W. Smith to admiral. The request was
granted, and at 6:30 sent the dispatch. Vessel tied up for the

night.

April 11.—Underway down Eed River. At 4 : 30 p. m. the enemy
opened fire on the transports Black Hatvk and Benejit with mus-
ketry, which was immediately replied to by the Cricket, Osage,
Gazelle, and tug Dahlia. At 6 : 05 shelled the woods on the left

bank, expending four 5-second shell from starboard gun.
April 12.—Red River. At 5 : 30 a. m. the enemy opened fire on us

with musketry, to which we replied by firing 5 5-seconds from
howitzer and prepared to land armed boats. At 6 : 10 a. m. sent an
armed party in charge of Acting Ensigns W. Muir and H. A.
Hannon and Masters Mates H. Shoemaker and C. S. Welles to drive
off the enemy and burn the buildings. A brisk skirmish commenced,
which lasted twenty minutes. At 7 : 15 armed party returned, hav-
ing vanquished the enemy and destroyed the houses. At 7:25 got
underway and stood down the river. At 7:40 the enemy opened
fire on transport Black Hawk, which was returned by her and the
Osage. At 7 : 50 an officer from the flagship came on board with
dispatches for the commanding officer. At 8 : 40 beat to general
quarters. • At 8 : 50 shelled the woods, expending 1 3-second shrapnel
and 1 5-second shell. From meridian to 4 p. m.: Rounded to and
came to anchor and shelled the woods on right bank of the river at
intervals during the watch. Expended 3 5-second shrapnel, 4
5-second shell, 1 10-second shell from great gun, 5 2-second shell,

3 shrapnel from howitzer. At 7:50 p. m. an orderly from the
admiral came to the bank and gave orders from the adniiral to pro-
ceed down river. At 8:40 ran aground near right bank of river;
made several attempts to get off, but failed. Called assistance of
transports Sioux City and Sou'wester, but they being too long could
not render any. At 9 sent boat to the flagship in charge of Acting
Ensign H. A. Hannon to report our condition to the admiral. At
10

: 10, while the Sioux City and Soti'wester were passing the bluffs
off our starboard bow, the enemy opened a heavy fire upon them
with musketry, which was returned by the boats. We went to quar-
ters and shelled the bluffs. At 11 the Gazelle passed down, shelling
the enemy. At 11 : 10 the Fort Hindnuin passed down, shelling the
woods.

April 7.5.—Vessel hard aground. The FoH Hindman, in bend
below, shelling the woods. At 1 : 30 a. m. the Fort Hind-man came
up river. We sent a heavy hawser, and after several attempts suc-
ceeded in getting us off. At 8 : 20 a. m. went to quarters and shelled
the woods at inten-als, expending 4 5-second and 1 10-second shell and
1 stand of grape from great guns. At 1 : 10 p. m. the enemy opened
hre on our transports with field artillery. Owing to a blockade in the
river, caused by our transports grounding, we were unable to pro-
ceed to their assistance. At 2 p. m. dragged our stern anchor and
grounded on logs. After several attempts to get off we called the
Brown to our assistance. She took our 11-inch hawser and succeeded
in pulling us off; in so doing, she carried awav our cathead and port
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bitts, pulled lis against the Universe, which carried away port gang-
way and one davit. At 3:1.5 got underway and stood down. At
3:30 made the Osage, in tow of the transport Black Hawlc, coming
down. At 3 : 55 the Broicn opened fire on the enemy concealed be-

hind the bluff,, to which they at once replied, striking the Brown's
steam drum, which completely disabled her. We imraecliately went
to general quarters. At 4 : 05 p. m. opened fire on the enemy^s posi-

tion and on woods near by. The Brotrn came alongside in a disabled

condition. Received her crew on board and took her in tow and
l>roceeded doAvn the river. At 4 : 45 made the Sioux City lying to,

having broken her rudder. She asked assistance and took the

Brown in tow to use her rudders to steer by. Steaming down the

river. At 6 : 25 came to anchor. At 8 : 50 sent a boat ashore and
brought off General A. J. Smith, U. S. Army ; at 10 : 20 sent him
ashore. At 11 a portion of Campti was destroyed by fire. A body
of our troops passed up on the left bank of river.

A-pril 18.—At 12 : 50 p. m. made the Louisville hard aground off

Harper's plantation, with steamer Benefit alongside. At 2 : 40 trans-

port ^Mlite Cloud passed down; when a short distance ahead she was
fired upon by guerrillas. We immediately went to quarters, with-

drew 20-second shell and shelled the woods, expending 3 3-second

.=;hrapnel from each gun and 2 1-second shrapnel from howitzer.

May 9.—Above the Falls, Alexandria, La. At 9 p. m. an officer

arrived with dispatches from the admiral. At 9 : 10 orders sent for

all commanding oiReers to come aboard.

May 10.—At 5 : 15 a. m. weighed anchor and dropped downstream,

stem first. In passing over the Falls got aground on the rocks ; all

hands engaged in getting ship off. At 12 meridian succeeded in

getting over the Falls. At 12 : 30 p. m. came to anchor above the dam.

May 13.—At 9 : 55 a. m. an orderly came from Admiral Porter with

dispatches to go over the dam. At 10: 10 the Louisville passed over

the dam successfully. At 10 : 20 we were hailed by Lieutenant-Coni-

mander Selfridge and requested to fire a shell over the point immedi-

ately. Went to general quarters and fired 1 5-second shell, followed

by one from the Ozarlc. At 10:25 cast loose and steamed up river

above the Ozarh and tied up to the bank. At 10 : 40 the Ozarh cast

loose and steamed over the dam, followed by the tug Ivy. At 11
:
20

cast loose and fired 1 5-second shell and passed safely over the dam
and tied up to the right bank.

May lit.—At 1 p. m. got underway and steamed down the river.

At 2:05 a volley of musketry was fired into us from the left bank.

At 2: 10 commenced to shell the woods with howitzer.

June 5.—Off Fort Adams. At 5 : 30 a. m. Lieutenant-Commander

Ramsay came on board and took command; cast loose from coal

barge and shortly after made the Fort Ilindnmn; exchanged dis-

tinguishing pennants with her. We proceeded up Red River, accom-

panied by the Neosho and Fort Hindman. At 8 beat to general

quarters. At 8 : 05 stood down Atchafalaya River. At 9 discovered

a body of troops encamped near Simmesport, and at 9:15 a rebel

battery of two guns opened upon us. We immediately returned the

fire aiid the guns of the Neosho and Fort Hindman followed. We
kept advancing upon the enemy, firing shrapnel into the enemy's

works, and in fifty minutes the battery, composed of 2 30-pounder

Parrott guns, was silenced and we steamed abreast and laid to under
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the works and called the first division to man armed boats and land

and bring the guns off; but the Neosho's men being ordered back, our

men were ordered back to their quarters. At 10 : 25 the Neosho sent a

party on shore with a line, which was made fast to one of the guns,

and dragged over the breastworks and down the banlc. The Neosho

then cast off and stood up the river to make way for the Fort Hind-

man, who took on board one gun ; the other was found to be burst and

was left. At 10 : 40 a deserter from the Crescent Artillery, from the

enemy's works, came on board. At 12 we ceased firing having ex-

pended 42 5-second shrapnel, 8 10-second shrapnel, 14 5-second shell,

and 5 canister shot from our Xl-inch guns. From 6 to 8 p. ra. taking

on ordnance. At 8 : 15 got underway and stood up the river.

Abstract log of tlhc U. 8. S. Cricket, Acting Master Henry H. Gor-

ringe, U. S. Navy, cormncmding, March 1 to May 7, 1861^.

March 1, 1864.—^A.t 4 a. m. flagship signaled to get underway.
Weighed anchor and started up the river. Took position in line

astern of the Ouachita. At 4:30 p. m. Avere fired into by a company
of rebel sharpshooters from the shore; returned the fire Avith port

batter}'. At 6 : 30 commenced shelling the woods below Trinity. At
7 the rebels opened fire upon the fleet with a battery of 3 guns and
musketry. The fire was returned briskly by the boats and soon

silenced the battery. At 7 : 30 passed Trinity. Expended 12 shrapnel,

5 canister.

March 2.—At 4:50 a. m. signal from flagship to get underway.
At 4 : 55 got underway and started up Ouachita Kiver. At 9 : 10

rebel battery of 4 guns on right bank of the river opened fire on the

fleet. A heavy fire from sharpshooters along the levee was also con-
centrated upon the fleet, which replied briskly and with good effect.

At 10 the Fort Hindmvan (flagship) wore around and dropped out
bf range, her starboard engine being disabled. Commander Ramsay
transferred his flag to the Ouachita. At 11 succeeded in silencing

the battery and proceeded on toward Harrisonburg under a heavy
fire of riflemen posted along the bank, the fleet replying briskly to
the fire. At 12 : 30 p. m. arrived off the town, finding it and the
unfinished earthworks deserted by all excepting the sharpshooters,
who continued to annoy us. After shelling the town, the fleet pro-
ceeded on to Sicily Island, when it rounded to and returned down the
river. Tliis vessel passed the town and proceeded on to the Fort
Hindman. At 2 p. m. the steamers Ouachita, Osage, and Lexington
arrived off the town, and after shelling it and the surrounding woods
a force from the Ouachita was sent ashore to bum it. At 3 : 20 the
Fort Hindman having repaired engine temporarily, the fleet again
got underway and started down the river, this vessel having the Fort
Hindman in tow. At 6:30 came to anchor 3 miles above Trinity.
Average distance at which the battery was engaged, 500 yards. Vessel
not struck by artillery.

March 3.~A.t 8 : 30 a. m. arrived at Trinity, La. ; laid off the flag-
ship and received orders to run inshore and assist in raising guns.
At 9:55 started up Little Eiver to reconnoiter. At 10 opened fire
upon rifle-pits on right bank of river. Ran down a pontoon bridge
and set it on fire. Steamed down the river and anchored.
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March 4.—Opposite Trinity. Fleet weighed anchor and started
down the river. At 7:10 a. m. passed the Ouachita. At 7 : 40 beat to
quarters for action; fired 3 shrapnel. At 9:30 landed a squad of
men, went ashore in charge of Acting Ensign W. H. Read; 10:10
expedition returned.

March llf..—At 6:30 a. m. the Eastport blew one long whistle.
Fleet cast loose and proceeded up the river. At 8 : 30 went to general
quarters. At 9 came to a bridge acroas the river covered by rifle pits,
which the enemy had evacuated ; commenced clearing it away.
March 15.—4 to 6 p. m. Underway up Red River.
March 16.—At 5:45 a. m. called all hands, up all hammocks,

weighed anchor and started down the river. At 6 : 30 met the flag-
ship; rounded to and followed her up the river. At 5:30 p. m. the
Fort Hindman passed down loaded with rebel prisoners. At 8:50
started down the river. At 11:05 passed mouth of Black River.
March 28.—A.t 6 :20 p. m. passed the U. S. hospital boat Woodford

sunk near the Falls.

April 2.—At 9 a. m. the admiral transferred his flag to this vessel.

The admiral and Captain Smith came on board. At 9 : 20 let go lines
and steamed up the river.

April 3.—At 10 a. m. general muster for divine service. At 11 :50
landed at Grand Ecore, La. At 1 p. m. fired one shell from the 100-

pounder Parrott gun.
April 10.—At 9 : 20 a. m. signaled the fleet to get underway. 10 : 30

fired 3 shdts from battery forward. At 1 : 30 p. m. fired one shell

from pivot gun; 2, fired forward starboard bow gun. Carpenters
employed rigging platform for gim on hurricane deck.

April 11.—12 to 4 a. m. all hands employed moving gun to hurri-

cane deck. At 6 got underway and proceeded down the river. At
9 : 10 steamer Colonel Cowles fired into from shore. Fired 2 shrapnel.

At 10 steamer Benefit came alongside and took gun barge in tow;
cast loose and proceeded down the river. At 10:45 general quarters;

fired 1 shrapnel. At 12 fired 4 shrapnel. At 3:30 got underway
down the river. At 4 p. m. the Osage was fired into; we opened fire;

expended 8 shrapnel.

April 12.—At 8 a. m. cast loose and started down the river a short

distance and shelled the woods. Expended 25 shrapnel, 8 canister.

At 10 :45 p. m. expended 2 shrapnel. Continued down the river. At
1 : 55 p. m. heavy firing below. At 11 : 10 transport Roh Roy came to

astern of us and commenced shelling the woods.

April 13.—At 6:30 a. m. took barge in tow from the Benefit., then

proceeded down the river. At 7 : 35 came in sight of the Chillicothe.

At 7 : 45 fired into by rebel cavalry. Fired 3 shrapnel 1 canister, then

proceeded down, the Chillicothe ahead. 8 to 12 (m.), firing occa-

sional shots at rebel sharpshooters. Ammunition expended, 20 shrap-

nel, 1 canister.

April 18.—At 10:25 a. m. succeeded in getting over the Falls and

made fast astern of the transport Champion. At 11 cast lines off

and started up the river.

April 26.—8 to 12 meridian : Weighed anchor and made fast to the

bank. Commenced making preparations to blow the Eastport up.

At 10 : 30 a. m. the rebels fired several volleys of musketry and' at-

tempted to board us. but did not succeed. We opened on them with

shrapnel and canister. At 2 : 10 p. m. blew up the U. S. S. Eastport.
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Admiral returned aboard the vessel. Cast loose and steamed down
the river. At 5 : 15 p. m. arrived at the mouth of Cane River, where
we came in sight of rebel artillery, opened fire on them, which they
answered with 18 pieces of cannon (12 and 24 pounders) and 300
sharpshooters. We then ran past the battery and were struck 38

times with cannon while doing so, killing 8 and wounding 7 seri-

ously. We disabled one of their pieces, and information has since

been received from a captured prisoner who was there that we in-

flicted heavy damages in killed and wounded among the sharp-

shooters, as nearly all of our shrapnel burst in their midst. The
transports Clmrwpion No. 3 and No. 5 being disabled, the gunboats
Fort Hhidman and Juliet had to go above the battery, out of range,
with them.
May 6.—At 6:30 a. m. General Banks came aboard; at 6:45 left

the vessel. The following men reported on board from the Coning-
ton {Covington destroyed by the enemy 30 miles below Alexandria),
viz: Dennis Lawler, Berry De Casey, W. W. Cole, P. Hanley, J.

Hamilton, C. Swartz, Charles Harris, EUwood Kay, and Maderon
Brier. 8 to 12 a. m. : The following men reported on board, being
transferred from the Army to the Navy, viz: Henry M. Wilder,
Eichard M. Bently, Joel D. Boice, Thomas Archibald, Peter W.
Hagerman, Charles Wood, James Binney, William O. Conner, John
Griffin, James Fahey, Henry Clarck, John Agan, Henry Brown, and
Hugh McSween. George McCarty, wounded sailor from the Cov-
ington, Ift-ought on board. 11 : 45 Joseph B. Fox, surgeon's steward
from Covington, came on board. At 1 : 30 p. mi. mustered all hands
on the boiler deck and divided them off in guns' crews. Robert Mil-
ler, C. M., from the Covington, came on board. At 2:30 the St.
Clair came up river and made fast below us. Commander came on
board. At 3 : 15 Surgeon E. Gavaret and Second Assistant Engineer
S. Lyon, from the Covington, came on board. 4 to 6 p. m. : Received
on board Charles Cobbs and William McNiff, transferred from the
Army. 6 to 8 p. m. : The following men were transferred from the
Coviyigton, to the Cricket, viz: Charles Moran, boatswain's mate;
Pat Hanley, J. Hamilton, W. W. Cole, Charles Swartz, Abe Bul-
some, Baromer La Cross, Dennis Lawler, Ellwood Kay, and Michael
MuUin. At 6:40 John Palmer and C. Fielding, of the Covington,
came on board.
May 7.—At 6 : 45 a. m. two contrabands, William Melvine and Madi-

son Burr, from the Covington, came on board. From 12 to 4 p. m.

:

13 men from the Army reported on board [names omitted]. Sent 15
men to the Pittsburg, 6 men to the Ozark, and 21 to the ChilUcothe
for general distribution.

May i^.—At 9 : 10 a. m., made fast to the bank. General Banks
came on board and at 9 : 30 left the vessel. Let go the lines and
liroceeded down the river. 9:35 the Louisville hove in sight and
followed us down. At 10:10 all hands at quarters; engaged rebel
sharpshooters. Expended 7 shrapnel, 3 canister, and 1 shell. At 1

p. m. General Smith came on board; left at 1: 15. At 5:45 General
Emory came on board. 6 to 8 p. m., lying at bank 26 miles above
Fort De Russy.
May i5.—Below Pearce's Landing. At 10:30 a. m. the fleet got

underway and stood down. Passed the following wrecks, U. S. S
Covington, U. S. S. Signal, the John Warner, and City Belle.

'

11
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a. m. opened fire on guerrillas 10 miles above Fort De Eussy. 1 : 50d. m.
beat the retreat. At 3 : 15 p. m. let go lines and proceeded down-
stream. At 3:35 passed the Mound City. Met Argosy coming up
with dispatches. An officer brought them on board. 6 to 8 p. m.

:

Underway downstream. At 7:10 arrived at the mouth of Black
Kiver. 10

: 30 entered the Old Eiver. 11 : 45 p. m. entered Missis-
sippi River. 12 midnight made fast to U. S. S. Black Hawk. Eear-
Admiral D. D. Porter transferred his flag from this vessel to the
U. S. S. Black Hawk.

31ay 16.—At 11 a. m. got underway and proceeded upstream. Laid
alongside of the U. S. N. H. Red Roi-er. Sent the following sick on
board : George McCarty, quartermaster ; A. Coates, Henry Brown, and
W. McNeil. At 11 :15 cast loose from the Red Rover and proceeded
upstream. At 11:25 sent the prisoners we received at Alexandria
aboard the tug Imj. 7 :30 p. m. fired at by guerrillas at Ellis Cliffs;
fired 3 shrapnel in return; we received no damage. At 10:30 p. m.
arrived at Natchez.

Abstract log of tlie U. S. S. Fort Ilindman.^ Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant John Pearce, commanding., March 1 to Jutie S, J864..

March J, 186Jf.—At anchor in Eed Eiver. At 4 : 15 a. m. got im-
derway and proceeded up Eed Eiver. At 7 : 10 a. m. the ships of
the expedition entered Black Eiver. At 4:20 p. m. rebel sharp-
shooters opened fire on us from the left bank of the river; we re-

turned the fire with great guns and drove them away. At 6 : 15 p. m.
the Osage signaled us and we were again fired into by sharpshooters.

Osage shelled them out. At 5 : 40 p. m. we were fired upon from a
rebel batterj' at Trinity, La.; fire returned by all the ships of the
expedition and the battery silenced. At 5 : 45 p. m. the refugee we re-

ceived from the Cricket placed in irons for using disloyal language.
At 6 : 50 p. m. the expedition entered Ouachita Eiver. Expended
27 rounds of ammunition, 25 5-second shell, and 2 rounds of canister.

March 2.—4 to 6 a. m. : At anchor near Trinity, La. Fog clearing

away. At 6 : 15 a. m. got underway and stood up Ouachita Eiver,
the ships of the expedition steaming in the order of yesterday. At
8 a. m. the Osage hailed us, stating that her turret was disabled.

Captain Eamsay went on board of her. At 8 : 20 Captain Eamsay
returned and the expedition proceeded up the river in the same
order as before. At 9 : 15 a. m. landed at the bank and took on board
two horses left by two rebel pickets. At 10 came in sight of Har-
risonburg. Eebel sharpshooters fired into us and immediately
thereafter opened on us with a battery of fieldpieces. We returned
the fire, as did the other vessels of the expedition. At 10:30 a. m.
tlie order was given to pass the batterj', when a shot struck our star-

board engine, disabling it. At 11 Commander Eamsay removed his

flag to the Ouachita, Ensign Beaman and the gig's crew from the
Choctaw accompanying him. We dropped back out of range and
tied up to the bank, using our stern guns when opportunity offered.

Number of shots received, 27, carrying away G pikes and 1 musket.
We fired 43 rounds, 41 of o-second shell, 2 stands of grape.
Wounded, Acting P'irst Assistant Engineer Thomas Girt; McNeil
Eayburn, seaman, mortally; Williani Huston, boatswain's mate.
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seriously; Patrick Conroy, quartermaster, seriously, and 6 others

slightly. From 2 to 4 p. m.: The other A'essels of the expedition

proceeded up the river, firing occasionally. At 2 : 30 p. m. the Con-
estoga came down and rounded to below us and immediately pro-

ceeded up the river again. At 2:35 p. m. the Cricket came down
and rounded to. At 2:40 the Osage came down and made fast to

the bank. At 3 : 10 the Osage and Cricket stood up river again.

Constant firing up the river. At 3:25 the ships of the expedition
came down. The Conestoga rounded to astern of us and sent Act-
ing Third Assistant Engineer O'Neil to repair our disabled engine.

At 4:25 cast off from the bank and stood downstream on one
wheel, the Conestoga leading. At 5:30 the Cricket came alongside
and took us in tow. We proceeded down the river in the following
order: Osaffe, Ouachita, Fort Hindman and Cricket (lashed to-

gether), Lexington, and Conestoga. At 7 p. m. the expedition came
to 5 miles above Trinity, La. At 7 p. m. McNeil Eayburn, seaman,
died from wounds received during the engagement of the morning.
March 3.—12 to 4 a. m. ; At anchor in the Ouachita River. At

8 : 05 a. m. the expedition got underway and stood down river. At
8:30 the Conestoga commenced shelling the woods. At 9 received
orders to take on board some great guns which the rebels had aban-
doned and thrown into the river below Trinity, La. At 9:20 we
landed and rigged a purchase to raise them. At 12 m. we had raised
and taken on board 3 long 32-pounder guns. At 7 : 55 p. m. dis-

covered ft. fire raft coming down Little Eiver, the Osage fired 2 shots
at it.

March 12.—At 8.30 a. m. flagship signaled. Fleet weighed an-
chor and stood up Red River, the Fort Hindman leading.
March H.—A.t 9 a. m. [Red River] came in sight of a raft con-

structed partially across the river and earthworks thrown up on the
bank. Received orders from Commander Phelps to engage the sup-
posed battery. Opened fire from our bow battery, throwing shrap-
nel, 10 rounds; received no reply. At 9:15 the Eastport signaled
and we proceeded up the river and commenced removing the ob-
structions. At 11 : 30 we dropped back and tied up to the bank. The
Eastport went up to the raft and commenced to remove the same.
At 4 : 30 p. m. the Eastport passed over the raft. At 4 : 45 p. m. the
Eastport landed and communicated with a squad of Federal cavalry.
At 7 p. m. came in sight of Fort De Russy, and ran alongside the
bank. The Eastport fired two guns. At 7 : 20 si^al to advance. At
8 p. m. landed at Fort De Russy. 8 to 12 midnight : Proceeded up
the river, accompanied by the Cricket. At 9:30 fired 2 gims. At
11 fired 2 gims with blank cartridges and came to about 15 miles
above Fort De Russy.
March 15.—At anchor 15 miles above Fort De Russy. At 7 a. m.

sent out a boat and brought off a wounded soldier. At 9 : 30 sent an
armed boat's crew ashore in charge of executive officer and seized 2
rebel army wagons, 1 musket, a quantity of clothing, tents, etc. At
10 the armed boat's crew returned to the ship, having thrown the
wagons into the river. At 10 : 30 the Ouachita and Lexington passed
up and gave us orders to.follow. Got underway and steamed up the
river. At 6:30 p. m. passed a burning steamer below Alexandria,
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La. Anchored at Alexandria ; a small niimber of musket shots fired
at us from the town. At 8 : 30 p. m. proceeded down the river.
March 16.—Underway down Eed River. At 11:30 a. m. landed

at Fort De Russy. From 12 to 4 p. m. : Received on board 328 rebel
prisoners, officers, and privates to be transported to Baton Rouge.
At 3:30 p. m. cast off from bank and proceeded down the river.

Fifty United States soldiers and 5 officers accompanied the prisoners
as guard.
March 17.—At 12 : 30 a. m. made our night number. At 12 : iS

came into the Mississippi River. At 1 : 15 hauled down our number
off Hog Point, having received no answer from the vessels off the
mouth of Red River. At 2 : 15 made the foot of Tunica Island, ex-

changed numbers with the Signal, and shortly afterwards received a
shot across our bow from General Bragg, who followed us from the
mouth of Red River, which was soon followed by another shot. We
rounded to and communicated with the Bragg. He informed us
that he had not seen our lights when coming out of Red River. At
8 : 15 a. m. arrived off Baton Rouge, La., and landed. Delivered our
prisoners over to the military authorities. At 6 p. m. received on
board a quantity of ordnance destined for the army at Alexandria,

La. At 7 : 15 p. m. got underway and stood up river, having on
board company of United States soldiers and officers, who came
down as guard over the prisoners.

March 18.—At 10.30 a. m. came up with the transport Belvidere,

loaded with troops, and hard aground. Steamer Laurel Hill trying

to get her afloat. Ran alongside to render assistance. At 12:20

got the Belvidere afloat and stood upstream.

March 19.—At 9 p. m. arrived off Alexandria, landed, and re-

ported to the rear-admiral.

April 3.—At anchor in Red River. At 12 : 20 p. m. the tug Dahlia

came down with orders to have our starboard battery ready for

action; rumor of a movement of guerrillas down river. At 2:25

p. m. steamer Brown came alongside with 2 rebel prisoners, taken a

short distance down river. At 4:45 p. m. got underway and stood

up river; took our position astern of the Learlngton. Lexington in

the lead, Neosho and Chillicothe following. Discovered a large

quantity of cotton burning. At 9:30 p. m. ran on a bar, and in

backing off, the wind blew our stem into the bank, unshipped our

starboard rudder, and breaking our tiller.

April Jf.—At 3:30 a. m. finished working at our tiller; shipped

our rudder. At 6 proceeded up river. At 5:45 came up with the

fleet and took our position in line. Senior officer made signals;

armed boats' crews were called away. Mr. Lee, in charge of first

cutter, left the ship. All the first cutters of the ships were called

away and employed in dragging for torpedoes. At 8:20 a detach-

ment of cavalry came up and dashed into the town of Campti and

Avere repulsed by the enemy. The armed boats' crews returned to

their respective vessels. At'^8: 30 stood upstream, shelling the town,

expending five shells. At 8 : 35 the Lexington passed us, throwmg a

number of shell into the town. At 9 a. m. reinforcements of m-
fantry came up and joined our troops, charged on the enemy, and

put them to flight. Heard continuous firing of musketry. At 10

firing ceased. At 10 : 25 fleet tied up to the bank. Lexington sig-
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naled ; sent out armed boats to grapple. At 11 : 10 boats returned,

fleet underway, stood upstream.
April 8.—At anchor off Campti. At 3 : 40 p. m. and 4 : 30 p. m.

fired shell at 5 rebel cavalry.

April 10.—^Lying alongside the bank in Red Eiver. At 10 : 30

a. m. fired one 5-second shell at 5 rebel cavalry. At 1 : 30 p. m. fired

on by guerrillas. At 2 : 45 p. m. fired a 5-second shell. At 3 p. m.
passed the mouth of Loggy Bayou and came in sight of steamer New
Falls City [Confederate] sunk and lying across the river. At 3 : 15

dropped downstream by the admiral's order.

April 12.—At 4:30 p. m. the Brown (towboat) passed us. At 5

the rebels fired into the Brouin, Neosho, and us. Neosho and " us "

shelling the woods. At 6 : 10 continued shelling the woods. At
6:40 came in sight of the fleet of transports, which were shelling

the woods. We dropped down and made fast to the bank astern

of the steamer Roh Roy. Neoslio then opened fire, shelling the
woods. Gazelle came up from below with orders for us to report to

the admiral. At 7 : 40 cast off and stood down the river. At 8 : 30
arrived at the fleet ; reported. At 9 : 45 got underway, stood down
river, convoying a number of transports past a battery.

April 13.—Underway in Red River. At 12 : 30 a. m. ceased firing.

At 7 : 30 a. m. one whistle blown. Fleet moved down river, we bring-
ing up the rear. At 8 : 15 musket firing ahead. Beat to quarters. At
8 : 25 fired two 5-second shell from stern guns. At 3 : 30 p. m.
saw gunboats shelling battery.

April 18.—^At anchor oft' Grand Ecore. At 2 : 30 p. m. the cotton
on our spar deck caught fire from sparks from the Neosho's smoke-
stack and was destroyed, the deck burned in several places. At 4 : 30
p. m. passed the Eastport sunk about 6 miles below Grand Ecore, La.
April 26.—At 2 a. m. commenced taking on board all the equip-

ments and officers' baggage from the Eastport. Took officers and
crew of the Eastport, preparing to blow her up. At 10 a. m. guer-
rillas fired into the Cricket, Juliet, and Champion No. 5. We fired
our stern guns and they retreated. At 12 : 15 p. m. ceased firing. At

- 12 : 40 steamed up to the Eastport and made fast to her stern. The
admiral, with Captain Phelps, together with her officers and men,
went on board. Sent on board 3,055 pounds of powder to blow her
up. Lieutenant

, of the Army, made two attempts to fire the
magazine with a galvanic battery, but both failing, we returned, and,
under the direction of Admiral D. D. Porter, laid trains of cotton]
tar, etc., to the several magazines, and at 1 cast off and dropped down
river. Captain Phelps and a boat's crew remaining alongside to fire
off the train. At 1:25 Captain Phelps fired the train, shoved off
from the Eastport when the first explosion took place, followed by
others, until she was completely destroyed. At 2 p. m. steamed up
to the wreck. The admiral and Captain Phelps in a boat rowed
around the Eastport. At 3 : 15 the admiral went down to the flag-
ship

; Captain Phelps returned on board. At 3 : 20 proceeded down
river in rear of all the boats. At 5 the fleet attacked by a battery of
12 and 24 pounder guns from the left bank of the river.' The Cricket
ran by the battery and proceeded on down the river. We ran down
and engaged the battery at short range, firing from 1 to 3 second shell
(shrapnel), receiving a number of shots in our hull, casemates, and
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upper works. The steamer Champion No. 3, in passing, received a
shot in her boilers, was stranded and abandoned. The Juliet being-
disabled by the cutting of her steam pipes, was towed out of range
by Champion No. 5. We fell back out of range to protect the two

;

ran alongside the bank about 1 mile above the battery and made fast
to the bank; took the Juliet in tow and commenced protecting our
casemates and pilot house with bales of cotton taken from the Juliet
and more effectually stopping a hole in our hull at the water line,

caused by a 12-pound shot, also mending steam pipes of Juliet. Cas-
ualties during the engagement, 1 officer and 1 man. Acting Ensign
S. Pool, late of the Eastport, killed, and Joseph Scott, ordinary sea-
man, colored, of this vessel, mortally wounded. 6 to 8 p. m. : Firing
our stern guns occasionally in direction of the battery.

April ^7.—Lying alongside the bank in Eed Eiver, La. At 5:30
a. m. commenced throwing shells in the vicinity of the battery. At
7 sent the carpenters and mates on board the Champion No. 5 to
repair her rudders. At 7:30 Champion fired into by sharpshooters.
At 9 cast off from the bank and proceeded down river^ the Juliet
lashed to us on our port side. At 9 : 20 the Juliet struck a snag and
was reported sinking. Rounded to and repaired damages. At 9:30
startea down again, the Cham^pion bringing up the rear m close order.

At 9:40 the enemy's sharpshooters opened on us. Shortly after-

Avards a battery on shore opened on us and the engagement became
general. The steamer Champion was abandoned by her crew. When
opposite the battery, and alongside the Champion No. 3, our wheel
and tiller ropes were shot away, 2 24-pounder shots passing through
our pilot house. At 10 d. m. the batteries were passed. Shelled
woods at intervals. At 1 p. m. came in sight of the Neosho^ made
fast to the bank just ahead of her. Sent all the sick and wounded
aboard the Neosho and stood down river, the Neosho following. At
3:30 p. m. commenced shelling the woods. At 4 ceased firing. At
5 : 30 came to just ahead of the Osage.
April £8.—At 12:50 a. m. fleet got underway, stood down river

in following order: Osage, Fort IJindtnan, Neosho. The Neosho
shelling the woods at different places. (At anchor 7:45 a. m. in

Red River above the upper falls.)

May 8.—At 8 p. m. got over the upper falls all safe and came
alongside the bank just above the dam.
May 9.—^At 6:15 a. m. the Lexington steamed over the lower

falls. At 6:45 we rounded to and started over the falls. At 7

passed over the falls, damaging our wheel and a small hole in the

hull.

May H.—At anchor a few miles below Alexandria. At 7:45 a.m.
stood downstream, bringing up the rear of the fleet. At 11 we were
fired into by rebel sharpshooters ; we fired some shots at them.
May 17.—At 3 : 15 p. m. arrived at Simmesport, the army embark-

ing on the transports.

June 8.—At anchor off Hog Point. At 4 a. m. got underway and
steamed up river. At 5:15 a. m. the fleet entered mouth of Red
River. At 8:15 p. m. reached Simmesport Landing in the follow-

ing order: Chillicothe in lead, followed by NeosJio, Fort IIindm,nn

bringing up the rear. The enemy opened fire fi'om a battery of 2

30-pounder Parrott guns, placed behind the levee. We returned the
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fire, first from bow guns, afterwards from broadside guns at a dis-

tance of IjOOO to 1,500 yards. At 9 p. m. ceased firing, the enemy
having abandoned their guns. At 10 p. m. the CMllicothe signaled.

We crossed over to east shore and opened fire from, our stern battery.

At 10 : 30 a. m. crossed over to and abreast of battery ; landed under
a brisk fire from rebel sharpshooters, and took on board one 30-

pounder Parrott gun (siege gun, the second having been burst by the

rebels in firing) and 8 30-pounder shell; made fast line, to gun car-

riage and at 11:30 backed out into deep water, cut the gun carriage

adrift, and steamed up the bayou, the Neosho and Chillicothe fol-

lowing. Expended 26 shrapnel,' 8-inch ; 3 10-second shell ; 12 5-second

shell; 9 100-pound shell; 3 stand of canister (8-inch); 8 howitzer
shell ; 2 howitzer shot. At 5 : 30 p. m. came to anchor off Hog Point,

La.

..1 hstract log of the U. S. S. Lexington, Lieutenant George. M. Bache,
coTrmiandiTig, March 1 to June 28, 1864..

March 1, 1864.—At 4 : 10 a. m. the fleet got underway and pro-
ceeded up Bed River. At 7 entered Black River. At 4 p. m. the

enemy opened a brisk fire of musketry from the west bank. The
fleet drove them off with a few broadsides. At 5 : 30 p. m. reached
Trinity ; were fired on by the enemy with muskets and two fieldpieces.

The fleet returned it with a heavy fire from great guns, before which
the enemy precipitately retreated, when we shelled the town. At
C : 15 ceased firing ; entered Ouachita River. At 7 came to anchor
about 2 miles above Trinity.

March 2.—At 9 : 45 a. m., as we were approaching Harrisonburg,
the enemy opened on the fleet with artillery and musketry. The fleet

replied. During the action, the Fort Emdman being temporarily
disabled by a shell from the enemy, Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay
went on board the Ouachita. At 11 : 45, the enemy having retreated,

ceased firing and passed on up the river. At 1 : 30 p. m. the fleet

rounded to and stood down the river. At 2 : 30 passed the earth-
worlis above Harrisonburg. The Ouachita landed and set fire to some
buildings. The Gonestoga and this vessel rounded to. Rebel cavalry
appearing on the hills back of the town, shelled them for a quarter
of an hour. At 3 : 30 stood down the river. At 3 : 45 met the Fort
Himlman at the bank, repairing damages. The Ouachita and Osage
proceeded down the river, while the balance of the fleet rounded to to
wait for the Fort Hindman. At 7 anchored a mile above Trinity.
March 3.—At 8 a. m. stood downstream. At 8 : 30 reached Trinity,

shelled the woods below and back of the town for a few minutes.
At 8 : 45 fleet rounded to. The Fort Hindman landed. Each boat
sent a party on shore to capture three 32-pounder guns reported to
be hid there. At 9 the Cricket went up Little River, shelled some
rebel cavalry, and destroyed a pontoon bridge. Tlie Fort Hindman
took the guns on board. Shore party burned their carriages and some
buildings. The Gonestoga got aground ; all the boats at work trying
to get her off. At 8 p. m. the Gonestoga got afloat.

March 4-—At 6 : 30 a. m. the fleet Aveighed and stood downstream.
At 7 : 15 the Osage commenced shelling the woods on west bank of
the river. At 9 the Gonestoga and Osage firing occasionally a shell
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into the woods on the west bank of the river. At 11: 50 the Osage
opened again and shelled the woods. At 6 p. m. fleet proceeded down
the river. At 7 anchored about 12 miles from mouth of Black
Eiver.
March 5.—At 5 : 20 a. m. fleet got underway and stood down river.

At 11 : 40 reached the Mississippi. Found the Black Hawk, Little
Behel, Bragg, and Chillicothe at anchor.
March 12.—At 8 : 30 a. m. the fleet commenced moving up Red River

in the following order : Fort Hindiman, Cricket, Lafayette, Neosho,
Ozark, Eastport, Osage, ChiUicotJie, Louisville, Choctaw, Caronde-
let, Benton, Gazelle, Pittsburg, Mound City, Essex, General Price.
Ouachita, Black Hawk, transport, Lexington.
March 13.—At 9 : 10 a. m. the flagship signaled. At 9 : 30 this

Vessel and the Gazelle stood down the Atchafalaya. At 2 p. m.
landed at a plantation, sent party out ; it was fired on by a squad of
rebels. Opened with our great guns; fired 11 shell.

March 15.—At 1:45 a. m. proceeded up river. At 8:30 a. m.
passed Fort De Russy. At 5 p. m. came in sight of Alexandria;
several musket shots were fired at us from the town. At 5 : 36 came
to anchor off the town in company with the Ouachita, Cricket, and
Fort Hindman. A few more shots Avere fired, which we returned with
rifles. Fired our howitzer once. Sent a boat on shore and took the
mayor to the Ouachita.
March 16.—At 8:40 a. m. sent an armed party on shore. At 1:30

p. m. transports arrived with trooi:)S and landed.
April i.—Ki 12 : 30 a. m. came to anchor. Tjearned that Captain

Couthouy, of the Chillicothe, had been shot a few miles above Grand
Ecore. At 6 weighed and proceeded up river. At 7 landed at

Madame De Roe's plantation and sent armed boats ahead to sound
the channel and drag for torpedoes. At 9 arrived at Campti, landed,
and took on board six contrabands. Our cavalry arrived and were
fired on by the enemy. At 9 : 30 infantry arrived and went into the
engagement. A few shell were thrown by the fleet. At 6 : 40 p. m.
tied up to the right bank and threw out pickets.

April 11.—At 3 a. m. stood down river, the Fort Hindman and
Neosho following us. At 3 : 30 landed—-the river being obstructed
by transports ahead. At 7 : 15 p. m. steamer Emerald aground. A
detachment of 40 cavalry from General Banks came up and com-
municated with us, being surrounded by a superior force of the
enemy. Captain Bache caused one of the transports to take them on
board.

April 12.—At 9 a. m. collided with the Roh Roy, staving wheel-
house and launch and damaging chimneys. Lay to, to repair dam-
ages. At 2 p. m. stood down the river. At 2 : 50 were fired on from
•shore ; threw a cou]3le of shell. At 3 : 15 boats in the rear gave five

whistles ; sent the Brown back to assist them if necessary. At 4 : 30

p. m. overhauled the transports tied up to the bank—the Alice
Vii)ian aground, the Osage lying below her. At 5 : 40 the enemy, 1,500
strong, with 2 fieldpieces, attacked the Vivian and transports near
her from the right bank. Got underway, stood down for the battery,

and drove it off with a few shots, disabling one piece. Encountered
a very heavy fire of musketry; took a position so as to rake. The
enemy had now commenced firing musketry on the transports. At
6 : 30 action ended, the enemy having precipitately retreated. The
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Gazelle came up, with orders for this vessel to drop down about a

mile, to protect the transports. Expended 97 rounds. At 9 : 15 the

balance of the fleet came down. At 11 transports steamed down.
Heavy firing heard below.
Apnl 13.—At G : 30 a. m. passed the flagship. The admiral ordered

us to follow the transports. From meridian to 4 p. m. Enemy firing

on transports with battery, threw a few shell from our Parrott. At
5 : 50 enemy's cavalry appeared above us ; did not come within range.

April H.—At 7 a. m. came to at the bank opposite Campti. At 10

stood down river. Collided with the Thomas E. Tiitt, completely
destroying our cutter and damaging her a little. At 3:45 p. m.
heavy musketry firing up river. At 4 : 30 afloat. Enemy firing on
the transports with musketry. Shelled the woods a few minutes.
At 7 : 30 tied up in our old berth at Grand Ecore.
April 15.—At 4 : 30 p. m. heard five whistles up river ; stood up.

At 5 found the Eastport sinking; went alongside of her and set our
siphon and hand pumps at work to help free her. At 11 stopped
work on the Eastport^ efforts to keep her afloat having failed.

April 19.—At 11 a. m. stood down river. At 3 p. m. reached Mont-
gomery; landed on opposite bank a short distance below and set all

hands to wooding ship. At 4:30 steamer /. H. Lacey came down
and reported having been fired into by a squad of rebels a short
distance above Montgomery. We got underway and stood up river,

fired one shell into the woods and returned, warning the inhabitants
that if they allowed any more firing we would burn the town.
April 20.—At 6 : 30 p. m. steamer Hetty Gilmore arrived from

below and came alongside. She reported being fired into a few miles
below. Surgeon Derby, medical director Sixteenth Army Corps,
wounded, brought on board.
April 23.—At 9 a. m. landed at Cotile's Landing; 9:20 a. m.,

heard signal for assistance down river ; went down. At 9 : 50 over-
hauled the Diadem; she reported rebels ahead; convoyed her. At
10 : 50 came to at Mean's Landing. At 12 : 10 p. m. stood up river.

At 3 : 25 landed at Cotile's.

April 21^.—^At 11 a. m. the van of General Banks' army arrived.
April 25.—At 12 : 50 p. m. beat to quarters and commenced shelling

the woods. At 1 : 10 stood up river. At 1 : 30 ceased firing. At 3 : 15
landed about a mile below Point of Kocks [Roclcy Point] to sound
and buoy the channel.

April 26.—At 8 : 10 a. m. fired two shell from howitzer at squad of
rebels. Osage came up and landed. At 9 : 15 inspected men at quar-
ters. Drilled them with small arms. At 10 : 15 the enemy attacked
and drove in the Osmje''s pickets. "We threw shells into the woods.
At 11 : 45 they opened on us from the bluffs opposite with a battery
of four pieces. As we lay we could not bring our battery to bear,
so we dropped down to get a position where we could be effective.
As soon as we could, opened from our broadside and stern guns.
The enemy soon retired, when we dropped down still farther and
rounded to, being unable to do so before because of the intricacy of
the channel. "VVe had 18 shots into and through us, one of which
hit steam pipe, but not with sufficient force to penetrate it. One
man, Henry Orth, captain of the hold, killed, and 2 slightly wounded.
Continued shelling the bluffs and woods. At 1:20 p. m. ceased
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firing. At 1:45 came to to repair damages. Expended 49 rounds
of ammunition.
May 9.—At 6 a. m. passed the upper Falls. At 6:20 passed

through the dam at the lower Falls, followed soon after by the
Neosho, Fort Hindman, and Osage.
May 15.—At 11 a. m. the column got underway and proceeded very

slowly. At 1 : 30 p. m. passed the wrecks of the steamers sunk by
the rebels. At 2 transports ahead fired on by rebels with small arms.
Opened on them with our broadside guns. At 3 : 30 more musketry

;

opened again with our battery. At 5 we reached Fort De Eussy and
made fast to th© bank. From 6 to 8 p. m. the fleet, except the

Choctaw and this vessel, stood down the river. At 8 : 10 anchored
abreast of Fort De Eussy.
June 11.—At 4 p. m. overhauled the steamer EwMnet, at anchor

off Bruinsburg. Examined her papers. Took from her a rebel de-

serter. At 5 : 15 proceeded up the river, the Erwmet following us.

June 15.—At 10 : 15 a. m. overhauled the steamers Mattie and R. E.
Hill, at anchor off Beulah. We took possession of them and at 11 : 45

started them up the river, this boat following. At 2 : 30 p. m. landed

at White Eiver Station—^the three prize steamers anchored in the

stream.

Jwne 19.—At 8:30 a. m. the prize steamers, in charge of Acting
Ensign J. G. Megler and 8 men from this vessel, stood up river.

At 9 Ijieutenant Bache took temporary command of the Tyler. At
12:30 p. m. the Tyler, Naumkeag, and Fawn, with 9 transports,

stood up White Eiver.

Juns 22.—[White Eiver Station.] At 4:30 a. m. the Tenth Mis-

souri rebel regiment. Colonel Lawther, commanding, attacked the

small garrison in the stockade at this post. We immediately moved
into the stream and opened with our port battery. In about twenty
minutes the enemy precipitately retreated, but we shelled the woods
and the road by which it was supposed they were leaving for about

fifteen minutes longer. Expended 71 rounds shell and shrapnel. At
7:30 p. m. anchored abreast of the stockade. [Acting Ensign H.
Booby, commanding pro tem.]

June 23.—^At 6 : 30 p. m. steamer May Duhe came alongside and

took off wounded soldiers. At 7 she stood up river.

Jun^ 28.—At 11 : 30 a. m. rounded to at Eosedale Landing. The
EmrrKi Boyd, landing to wood, was attacked by guerrillas. We gave

them a broadside, and they ran.

Abstract log of the U. S. S. Mound City, Acting Volunteer' Lieu-

tenant A. R. Langthorne, commanding, March 12 to May 19, 1864.

March 12, 1864.—Ofl the mouth of Eed Eiver. At 9 a. m. flagship

signaled. Got underway and lay off to take our position after the

Pittsburg. Entered Old Eiver at 10 : 15 a. m. Arrived in Eed Eiver

at 11 :65. At 12:40 p. m. entered Atchafalaya Bayou, following the

Benton. At 1:40 p. m. all boats rounded to and made fast to bank.

Captain Langthorne, with 25 armed men, went ashore ; returned at

2:30 p.m.
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March 13.—From 4 to 8 a. m. the army landed and marched up

Bayou de Glaise. At 2:40 p. m. heard "heavy firing off our star-

board quarter. Got underway at 4:30 p. m. and stood up the Bayou
(de Glaise), Pittsburg., ChilUcothe, and C'arow^efe^ preceding, fol-

lowed by the Benton and Louisville. Rounded out into Old Eiver.

Underway up Red River; entered it at 4 bells.

March H.—A.t 6 :30 p. m. flagship signaled one whistle. All boats

tied up to the bank about 10 miles below Fort De Russy. Tug
Dahlia came down the river at 9:30 p. m. and reported that the

enemy had evacuated Fort De Russy.
March 16.—8 to meridian: Captured Major Lewis, C. S. Army,

Assistant Engineer Trans-Mississippi Department.
March 2^.—Sent Major Lewis, Confederate prisoner, over to flag-

ship.

March 29.-0^ Alexandria, La. At 8 : 30 a. m., while passing over

the rapids, struck, when the vessel rounded to. Came down, tied up
to bank just below the falls. At 8:4.5 tug came with orders from
admiral not to attempt the rapids until the wind had subsided. Un-
derway up the river. Struck a shoal at 6 : 15 p. m. and grounded.
March 30.—Got our line ashore and commenced pulling head

around, the Brown working on port side. Got afloat at 8 : 40 a. m.
Capstan broke and wounded several men (7).

March 31.—From 8 to meridian Mr. Lamport and 20 men Avent to

the Ozark to assist in getting her afloat.

April L—At 11 :15 a. m. the Ozark passed over the falls.

April 2.—At 8:45 a. m. stood up the river. Brown and Ham/mitt
lashed on either side. Struck several times crossing the shoals,

but succeeded in getting over. Got past at 9 : 15 a. m.
April 5.-—Midnight to 4 a. m., aground below Campti. 8 to meri-

dian: Underway up Red River; grounded near Campti; got off

without trouble.

April 10.—From 8 to midnight : Troops that were repulsed are en-

camped ashore. Sent Mr. Green with second cutter on picket duty
across the river at 9.

April 11)..—Grand Ecore, La. Meridian to 4 p. m. : Dropping down
through the pontoon bridge. Checked up and made fast to the bank
below it at 1 : 20 p. m. 4 to 6 p. m. : A large number of cavalry, in-

fantry, and wagons crossing and recrossing the bridge during this
watch. Heavy firing heard up the river for some time.
April 16.—4 to 6 p. m. : Underway down Red River. Struck snags

several times ; finally stuck fast on a shoal. Whistled to the Brown
for assistance. B. came alongside and pulled us off at 6:25 p. m.
Landed at the bank while the pilots sounded the channel. Eastport
sunk ahead of us. Ozark and Lexington lying by her. 8 to mid-
night tied up to the bank at Bartlett's plantation, about 10 miles
below Grand Ecore.
April ^e.—Above Alexandria, La. 6 to 8 p. m., heavy firing heard

up the river.

April 27.—4 to 8 a. m. heavy firing heard up the river at 7 : 55.
April 28.—Kt 1:25 p. m. sent Mr. Stebbins with cutter to take

wounded men from Neosho over the falls to Alexandria.
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May 4-—Heavj' firing heard on right shore about 7:20 p. m. 8 to
midnight, artillery firing down the river during the watch.
May 7.—First cutter's crew in charge of Mr. Lamport went to work

on dam at 8 : 10 a. m.
May 9.—Above Alexandria Falls. At 11 :30 a. m. received orders

to take off guns and side iron. 8 to midnight: AH hands at work
IDassing out shot and shell, provisions, and cutting iron plating off

the sides to lighten up the ship.

May 12.—At 6:45 p. m. the Ozark crossed the rapids. Got up
steam and battened ports and hatches. Shortly after 7 cast off from
the bank, got headed and stood down for the dam. Passed through
in fine style, striking very hard and nearly getting fast aground;
rounded to below and made fast. The stake we made fast to broke
and we slewed round across the river and struck across the stream.
While passing the dam, unshipped starboard rudder, also damaged
hog chains. 8 to midnight: Aground across the channel below the
Falls. At work trying to get off.

May 13.—8 to meridian : The Carondelet and Fort Hindman gave
us a pull, which, together with the purchase that we had ashore,

pulled us off ; then we warped down by the coal pile and sent every

man ashore after ammunition. A large fire raging near where it

was stowed. Louisville, Ozarh, tug, and Chillicothee all passed
through the dam in safety. The tug grounded on same place we did.

Ammunition coming on board. Meridian to 4 p. m. : Alexandria in

flames. AX 3 : 30 p. m. got underwaj' and stood down the river.

May H.—About 12 miles below Alexandria. 4 to 8 a. m.: The
Cricket passed up at 6 bells and gave signal for getting underway

;

cast off and moved down the river at 7:10 a. m. At 9:15 firing

heavy guns up river. At 10 : 40 a. m. signal to land. Before we got

fast, signal for close order sounded. Cast off line and proceeded

down the river. 11:10 landed again; 11:25 got underway again.

At 12 -landed at Wilson's plantation. The army in our immediate

vicinity.

May H.—12 miles below Alexandria, La. At 12:50 p. m. got

underway in obedience to whistle. At 1 p. m. called the port watch

to quarters. Transports before and behind fired into by sharp-

shooters. We commenced shelling the woods with our bow and port

battery. At 1 : 25 grounded and pulled off by transport Sou'wester.

Underway down the river at 1 : 50. Flagship Cricket landed astern

of us at 2 : 50. At 3 : 30 underway down river. Army moving along

the banks. At 4:55 tied up above obstructions in the river; boats

sunk across the river. Army skirmishing with the rebels. 6 to 8

p. m. : Lying at the bank. ' Picket firing on shore by the army.

Posted 2 pickets on bank.
May 15.—Running down the river in company with the Neosho,

Carondelet, Pittslurg, Cricket, and tug, the balance of fleet follow-

ing. 8 to midnight : Came to anchor in mouth of Black River.

May i5'.—Atchafalaya River, Simmesport, La. Lying at anchor

in stream. 8 to midnight: Army crossing the river. All quiet.

May 19.-^ to 8 a. m. : Generals Canby and Banks passed on horse-

back. Troops and train passing on bridge of boats.
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Abstract log of the U. S. S. Rattler, Acting Volurdeer Lieutenant

Jatmes Laming, convmwnding, June 3 to December 31, 186]^.

June 3, 1864.—^Mississippi Eiver, near Natchez. At 5 : 10 a. m.
weighed anchor and steamed upstream. At 10 : 30 a. m., seeing some
suspicious movements on the Mississippi shore, shelled the woods.

Expended 2 Parrott shells, 5-second; 2 cartridges, 2^ pounds, and 2

5-second shrapnel for howitzers. At 11 : 30 a. m. hailed the Forest
Hose, lying at anchor off Waterproof.

J2ine 4-—At 9 : 40 a. m. weighed anchor and steamed down the

stream. When opposite St. Joe saw a skiff with 3 men crossing the

river; fired 1 5-second from Parrott gim forward; rounded to and
fired 1 5-second shrapnel from starboard battery.

June G.—At 2 p. m. passed the town of Rodney, Miss. Piped first

division to quarters and shelled the woods below Bruinsburg, Miss.

Expended 2 30-pound Parrott shell, 1 10-second time fuze, 1 5-second
time fuze. At 3:15 came to anchor above St. Joe, La. At 8:10
p. m. weighed anchor and proceeded cautiously down the river with
all lights out on board. At 8 : 50 passed Rodney ; shelled the woods
a short distance below Rodney, both on the Louisiana and Missis-

sippi shores. Expended 2 Parrott cartridges, 3J pounds; 2 Parrott
shell, 30 pounds, 5-second; 2 time fuzes, 5-second; 3 24-pounder
shrapnel, 5-second.

June 7.—At 7 a. m., seeing some rebels on the bank on Mississippi
side, near Bruinsburg, opened fire with our forward Parrott. Fired
1 5-second and 2 10-second shell and 1 5-second from our broadside.
June 8.—At 10 : 10 a. m. discovered a skiff on shore on Mississippi

side; fired 1 5-second Parrott rifle shell from bow Parrott. Sent
Master's Mate W^. N. Bock on shore with armed cutter's crew and he
brought off the skiff. At 11 discovered some men on the bank, Missis-
sippi side, fired 1 10-second and 1 5-second shell from Parrott gun
forward; also 1 shell from starboard bow howitzer. At 11:30
anchored near St. Joe.

June 18.—At 8 : 50 a. m. saw a party of rebels at Grand Gulf who
were in pursuit of a contraband they had taken from the steamer
Robert Emmet at Bruinsburg, Miss. We immediately slipped our
cable and opened fire upon them from our broadside guns. Ex-
pended 14 24-pound shell; 1 Parrott cartridge, 3^ pounds; 1 Parrott
shell, 5-sec(md ; 1 time fuze, 5-second. At 9, .having dispersed the
rebels, sent an armed boat ashore and brought off the contraband.
June 22.—At 12 : 30 a. m. the Neuy NationoJ, came alongside. Cap-

tain Laning went on board for passage to Cairo.
June 23.—Acting Master D. W. Glenney, in command of the

Rattler.

June 25.—From 8 to meridian, steaming up river. At 9 went
alongside the Forest Rose, at anchor off St. Joe. At 11 : 50 arrived
at and went alongside of the Pittsburg. At 12 : 10 p. m. cast loose
from the Pittsburg and stood up the river. At 2 : 15 we were hailed
from Big Black Island and informed that there were a large num-
ber of rebels at Point Pleasant destroying property, etc. We beat to
quarters and opened fire in the supposed locality' of the enemy, ex-
pending 5 Parrott 5-second shell. Steaming up i-iver till 4:30 p. m.,
when we were hailed from the military post on Louisiana shore at
the foot of Hurricane Island, which place was attacked by the
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enemy. Shelled the woods in the rear of the stockade with one
broadside, expending 3 24-pounder shell, 5-second; 1 Parrott car-
tridge, 5-second. At 4:30 landed at Point Pleasant. The com-
manding officer [of Point Pleasant] came on board. At 4:40 he
left and we opened fire over our troops. Fired 14 5-second Parrott
shell and 12 24-pounder howitzer. At 7 : 20 Ensign Wells landed in
cutter and 2 Confederate soldiers surrendered themselves prisoners,
viz, E. M. Boyd and Henry Boyd, both of Company G, McNeill's
regiment. Colonel Johnson, commanding. At 7:40 Ensign Wells
returned. At 8 ceased firing and returned down the river.
June 27.—At 7 p. m. got up anchor and went up to bar above Eod-

ney; came to anchor again. From 8 to midnight: Having received
information that the rebel general, Harrison, with about 50 men, would
make an attempt to cross the Mississippi River into Louisiana, the
commanding officer and Acting Ensign Wells, with armed cutter,

drifted down below Rodney, where they were expected to cross. At
11 : 45 p. m. saw a rocket, which was the signal to repair down the
river; slipped cable and proceeded downstream.
June 28.—At 1 a. m. the cutter came alongside, when the command-

ing officer returned on board. At 7 : 25 p. m. expended one 30-pound
Parrott shell, 5-second, in the woods on the Mississippi side below
Rodney.
June 30.—At 1 : 30 p. m., discovering some of the enemy in the

woods abov.e St. Joe, expended two 24-pounder shell, 5-second, one
Parrott shell. At 2 sent cutter ashore and brought on board a
deserter from the rebel army, Harrison's command.
July 2.—At 9 a. m. arrived off St. Joe. Saw on the Mississippi.

bank an ambulance and skiff, and a short distance back a camp fire.

Opened fire with our starboard howitzers, using 15 24-pounder shell.

Also threw two shell from our port Parrott over the town of St.

Joseph, one a 5-second and the other a 10-second. Ensign Wells,

with an armed boat's crew, went on shore and destroyed the skiff

and ambulance, taking from them one cavalry saber. At 9 p. m.
arrived off Waterproof. At 10 : 50 Acting Master Glenney and Mas-
ter's Mate Cronin left the ship to join the crew of the [Forest] Rose
in an expedition to Waterproof to capture Confederate soldiers, etc.

J nly 3.—At G a. m. Commanding Officer and Master's Mate Cronin
returned on board.
July 5.—At 4 : 30 p. m. weighed anchor and stood downstream.

At 5 fired 3 5-second shell from bow Parrott by order of commanding
officer. At 5:20 anchored off' Bayou Pierre. At 6:10 stood down-
stream. At 7 fired 1 5-second shell from broadside Parrott.

July 6.—At 8 : 10 p. m. got underway, and stood up the river. At
10 came to anchor a short distance above Bruinsburg. At 11 : 30 the

Marine Brigade boats passed up the river. At the same time, seeing

some rockets thrown by the enemy on the Louisiana shore, opened
up on them from our bow Parrott, expending 2 5-second Parrott
shell.

July 9.—At 1 : 05 p. m. fired two shell, 1 5-second, 1 10-second,

from broadside Parrott. At 2: 10 got underway and steamed down-
stream. AVhen near Rodney turned head upstream, seeing some men
on banks signaling. Opened fire from our forward Parrott and No.
3 howitzer. Fired 1 5-second and 4 10-second and 1 15-second from
Parrott, and 2 5-second shell from howitzer.
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July 11.—At 8 : 15 a. m. came to anchor abreast of the Fawn, she

being in distress from fouling with a snag. At the sanie time, by
order of the commanding officer, opened fire, second division firing

two stand of canister over the bank. At 8:25 commanding officer

went on board the Fawn, with working party. At 8 : 40 he hailed us

and ordered us to fire 2 5-second shells from second division and 1

6-second from broadside Parrott; and at 10 a. m. 1 5-second from
broadside Parrott. At 8 : 50 p. m., a violent storm of wind and rain

setting in from the northwest, caused the ship to drag anchor.

Let go port anchor, but our starboard cable parted about 3 fathoms

from the anchor, and the vessel went ashore, where the enemy, sup-

]30sing us to be a merchant vessel, fired into us with a volley of

musketry. We instantly opened fire upon them with our starboard

broadside. At 9, the storm abating, hove up port anchor and stood

over to the Louisiana shore and anchored.
July W.—At anchor off Eodney. At 1 : 15 p. m. weighed anchor

and stood up the river. At 1 : 30, by order of commanding officer,

fired 1 5-second Parrott shell from bow battery into the woods in the

rear of St. Joseph. At 1 : 40 rounded to and stood down river, came
to anchor at foot of Rodney Island, and by order of 'commanding
officer fired 1 5-second shell from our broadside howitzer No. 5.

July 27.—At 4 p. m. Lieutenant Hoel, command in^P«??',s&?<r9', came
on board with two cutters' crews, accompanied by Ensign Freeman
Vincent and Acting Master's Mate John Scott ; stood down the river.

At 5 arrived at mouth of Bayou Pierre, where an expedition of three

boats' crews (two from the Pittsburg) left the vessel, in charge of
Lieutenant Hoel. We anchored off Bruinsburg. At 7 Lieutenant
Hoel and party returned on board. At 7 : 30 weighed anchor and
steamed up the river. At 10 arrived off Grand Gulf. Lieutenant
Hoel left the vessel with his party. At 10 : 35 we stood down the
river. At 12 came to anchor off' St. Joseph.
July 28.—At 1 : 30 l^.

m. hove up anchor, stood up river, opened fire

from our bow battery into the woods below Bruinsburg, expending
1 5-second and 1 10-second shell, by order of commanding officer.

July 30.—At 5 p. m., when abreast of bend below Rodney, near
350 yards from shore, fired 2 5-second and 1 3-second howitzer shell,

by order of commanding officer, all of which exploded in the bank.
When we arrived at Rodney, fired one shell from broadside Parrott,
extreme elevation, over the trees into the country.
August 8.—At 3 p. m. cast loose from steamer Any One, lying off

Bayou Pierre, and dropped down river a short distance and fired
1 5-second and 2 10-second shell, Parrott 30-pounder, bow battery,
into the woods in the rear of Bruinsburg. At 5 : 30 p. m. discovered
some scouts looking over a bluff' below Rodney, clapped a spring on
chain and brought broadside howitzer to bear on them. Fired 1
shrapnel. At 10 stood up river. At 11, when off St. Joe, discov-
ered what we supposed to be a boat with persons crossing the river.
Fired 1 5-second shell from broadside howitzer by order ofcommand-
ing officer.

August 11.—At 9:30 a. m., seeing some people digging at St.
Joseph, sent first cutter on shore in charge of executive officer and
seized 10 20-pounder Parrott shell in their possession.
August 17.—At 10:30 a. m. got ship underway and stood down

the river. At 10:45 communicated with St. Joseph, La., and de-
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livered a letter for a citizen residing there. At 11 rounded to and
proceeded upstream. At 11:40 came to anchor off Louisiana shore
about midway between Bruinsburg and St. Joseph.
August 18.—At 1:30 a. m. three boats (two cutters and a launch)

from the Benton came down the river and alongside; they contained
80 men and G officers, who came on board to form an expedition. At
4:30 a stem-wheel steamer, name unknown, with barges in tow,
passed down. At 5:30 the Marine Brigade boat E. H.,Fairchild
passed down. At G sent cutter to Louisiana shore and brought off

three refugees for protection. At 6:30 got ship underway and
stood up river. At 6 : 45, seeing a boat crossing the river ahead
of us, beat to quarters and fired 1 10-second and 2 5-second shell

from bow Parrott, then went into the bank and landed a party of

men in charge of commanding officer to intercept the boat and its

occupants. Stood up the river and landed again off Bruinsburg,
when the commanding officer and party returned, having captui'ed

the skiff. Commanding officer then started with an expedition, con-

sisting of 80 men and 6 officers, into the interior. Cast loose from
the bank and stood down the river. At 8 : 30, discovering some per-

sons making preparations for crossing the river opposite St. Joe,

La., opened fire upon them from our bow Parrott; they immedi-
ately disappeared in the woods, our shells taking effect in the bank.

Expended 3 5-second Parrott shell. On arriving at the place sent

armed cutter's crew, in charge of Acting Ensign Henry E. Church,
in search o| boats. He returned, not discovering any. Rounded to

and anchored off St. Joe. At 9 sent cutter to St. Joseph and
l>rought off 2 officers and 3 men, a part of the expedition. At 2 : 30

p. m. the expedition under commanding officer returned on board,

having captured a lieutenant, J. Anderson, C. S. Army, Fifteenth

Arkansas Infantry. At 3 got underway and stood up river. At 5

arrived at Grand Gulf, went alongside the Benton; her men re-

turned on board of her.

August 22.—Xt 2:50 p. m. came to anchor off St. Joe. At 7

comnianding officer, with a party of 33 men and 2 officers, went on

shore on the Mississippi side of the river and set fire to a house,

the rendezvous of the enemy while crossing the river. At 8 p. m.

commanding officer and party returned on board.

August 27.—Xt 2:35 a. m. came to anchor off Bruinsburg, Miss.

At 8
': 30 Master's Mate Bock, in going to the shore in the market

boat, discovered 13 boxes of tobacco at the edge of the water. He
reported, and having got underway, went to the bank. After firing

2 5-second shell (howitzers No& 6 and 5) and 1 5-second Parrott

shell, too]?: said tobacco on board, 13 boxes, average 100 pounds.

At 9 cast loose from the bank and stood upstream.

August 28.—From 8 to meridian. Lying at anchor off Bruins-

burg. When a short distance below Bruinsburg fired 1 5-second

shell from our bow Parrott, by order of commanding officer, which

took effect in the bank at that place.

August 29.—At 6:40 p. m. commanding officer and Paymaster

Peck," with an armed boat's crew, left the ship and went to James's

plantation, on the Louisiana shore, to search for arms. At 9 re-

turned on board.
September 4.—Off Hurricane Island. At 8 : 30 p. m. Acting Third

Assistant Engineer J. H. Hume left the vessel with armed cutter's
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crew, composed of 20 white men and 2 negroes, and landed abreast
of the vessel on the Louisiana shore. Leaving the 2 negroes in

the cutter he jaroceeded up the river to James's plantation. At 9,

hearing a half dozen musket shots fired in the vicinity of the cutter,

Acting Ensign Wells left the vessel in skiff with 4 armed men to

ascertain the difficulty. He had not proceeded far when he came
within hail of our cutter filled with men. He hailed her, but re-

ceived no answer. He at once fired into her, upon which she rounded
to and proceeded down the river out of sight. In the meantime
we had slipped cable and got underway. Mr. Wells returning on
board, we stood down in the direction the cutter had taken. At
9 : 25 rounded upstream and when within 1 mile of James's planta-
tion heard a volley of musketry; fired two shots in the direction
from our broadside howitzers, No. 2 and No. 5 guns. Proceeded
upstream till we arrived at James's plantation, where commanding
officer had an interview with Mr. James. He returned on board
and we proceeded downstream, keeping close to Louisiana shore.
When off' the place of musketry firing picked up Mr. Hume with
2 men. He reported 18 men missing and the 2 negroes he left in
the cutter (which we learned afterwards were killed). Anchored
at 11 p. m.
September 5.—At 6:30 a. m. Acting Ensign Wells went to the

Louisiana shore and brought off our cutter, minus her rudder and
oars. At 8:20 a. m. weighed anchor and stood up river to James's
plantation and landed. Mr. James came on board to have an inter-
view with commanding officer. He left the vessel at 9:45. Com-
manding officer, accompanied by Acting Master's Mate W. N. Bock,
Acting Third Assistant Engineer James H. Hume, D. D. Knapp,
gunner's mate, left the ship under flag of truce to arrange with
commanding officer of the enemy for the parole of our men captured.
At 12 meridian a military expedition composed of transports Laurel
Hill, Rose Hamilton, Nebraska, Rlinois, Ohio Belle, and Pringle,
convoyed by U. S. S. Kenwood, passed up the river. At 11:30 the
bearers of the flag of truce arrived at Louisiana shore abreast of
the vessel and hailed the ship. Sent out boat and brought off Acting
Master's Mate W. N. Bock, Acting Third Assistant Engineer James
H. Hume, and Gunner's Mate D. D. Knapp—commanding officer
having gone up to James' plantation with Captain James, C. S.
Army, awaiting the arrival of the vessel.
September 6.—Xi 12 midnight got ship underway and stood up

the river. At 12:30 a. m. arrived at James' plantation; went into
bank and hoisted flag of truce, and made fast to await the arrival
of our men who had been taken prisoners and paroled by the
enemy. At 3:30 they arrived and reported on board, viz, John
Henderson, James II. Hewlitt, Denis Martin, James Callahan, John
Fitzgerald, Tliomas Whiin, John Kelly, David Jowbart, H. R. Law-
terman, William Roche, Andrew Murray, Henry King Cornelius
O'Leary, James M. Guthrie, G. Zwigler, Timothy O'Leary, Ralph
Ross, and James A. Robertson, their escort returning Lying at
James's plantation. At 5:30 a. m. the merchant steamer S'ar(SoQa
came upstream, hailed us, and placed on board dispatches for com-
manding officer. Ordered lier into the bank and placed on board of
her five passengers for Vicksburg. She then cast loose and stood up
river. At 6:o0 commanding officer returned on board. At 7-15
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cast loose from the bank, flying flag of truce, and stood down the
river; anchored a short distance above our station. At 9:30 Acting
Master's Mate Bock, in charge of party under flag of truce, went
ashore as burial party. He returned at 11, having found no dead, but
picked up two cartridge boxes and one cutlass. At 2 : 30 p. m. U. S.
Navy towboat Wilson,, with coal barges in tow, came down the river.
Commanding officer went on board of her for passage down the river.
At 3, Captain James, C. S. Army, in charge of escort, came down
the bank under flag of truce and asked for assistance to bury dead

;

sent out burial party in charge of Acting Third Assistant Engineer
James H. Hume. At 3:30 Captain and Lieutenant James came on
board and arranged for termination of the truce at sundown. At 4
burial party returned on board, having buried one Confederate sol-

dier. At sunset hauled down flag of truce. From 8 to meridian:
Expended 2 5-second shell from our howitzer. At 8:20 merchant
steamer Empress, with commanding officer on board, came up river,

came within hail, then stood on up river. At 12:30 p. m. fired 1
5-second shell from port broadside howitzer No. 5 into the woods on
the Louisiana side. At 2:50 the propeller Buffalo came up and
alongside; Acting Ensign "Wells^ commanding pro tem., went on
board of her and had an interview with her captain. From 8 to mid-
night : Fired into the woods on the Louisiana shore from port broad-
side howitzer at intervals during the watch 6 5-second shrapnel and
5 5-second shell. At 11:30 merchant steamer James White came
down the river and hailed us. She placed on board of us the major
in command of United States forces at Davis's Bend, accompanied
by Sergeant McDonald and 4 contrabands.

Sej)temlier 8.—At 1 :30 a. m. the General Price came up the river
and alongside. Received from her a mail and dispatches. Placed
on board of her the paroled men ; she then stood up. Upon opening
dispatches from Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge we found orders
to I'eturn the paroled men. We hailed the Lyon. She rounded to

and came alongside and the said men were returned on board our
vessel till further orders. Firing during the watch into the woods
on the Louisiana shore, expending 4 5-second shrapnel and 4 5-second
shell, howitzer No. 6.

Septerwber 10.—Al 5 : 20 a. m. steamer Mary E. Forsyth came down
and hailed us. Sent a boat to her and brought off our commanding
officer. At 9 a. m. Lieutenant Shoak, of the military forces stationed

on the bend, came down and reported the enemy in force in the direc-

tion of the Cut-off. Fired one shot from port bow howitzer and
hoisted cornet to recall working party. They returned and we got
the ship underway and stood down the river. At 10:30 arrived

abreast of the blockhouse at Cut-off, communicated with officer in

command, and finding that the enemy had retired, Ave rounded to and
stood upstream. At 4 p. m. arrived at James' jDlantation, when
Captain Glenney, accompanied by Mr. Kellogg, went on shore. At
4:10 came to anchor off James's Landing and sent gig to await com-
manding officer's return. At 5:30 he returned on board. At 6

bi'ought Mr. Kellogg on board. Weighed anchor and proceeded
down to the head of Hurricane Island and anchored. At 7 p. m.
James K. Hewlitt was placed in double irons for mutinous language.
Septemher 11.—^At 6 : 30 a. m. the army tug Rumsey came up the

river and alongside. Acting Master N. B. Willets came on board
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and assumed command, Acting Master D. W. Glenney being placed

under arrest. At 9 the officers were assembled on the quarter deck,

when Acting Master N. B. Willets read his orders to them, placing

him in command of this vessel. Acting Master D. W. Glenne)'^ was
placed under arrest and in close confinement by order of Division

Commander T. O. Selfridge. At 11 James R. Hewlitt was released

from irons by order of the commanding officer. At 10 : 30 inspected

crew at quarters and general muster, when Acting Master N. B. Wil-
lets read his orders to the crew, taking command of this vessel.

September 19.—^At 9 a. m. weighed anchor and stood up the river.

At 9:15 arrived off Ion plantation; landed and sent a party in

charge of Acting Master's Mate Cronin to examine the house. He
returned on board and reported some of the furniture remaining in

the house, and one Frank M. Thomason. He returned under orders

to bring said Thomason on board. On returning to the vessel, dis-

covered Mr. James coming in under a flag of truce ; arrested him and
brought him aboard and placed him under sentry's charge by order
of commanding officer. At 10 left the bank and anchored abreast

the landing. At 11 : 30 the New NationcH came down and alongside.

Sent on board of her Mr. James and Mr. Thomason, to be delivered
to Commander Selfridge at Natchez. At 12 : 46 New National stood
down the river. At 1:30 p. m. hove up anchor and stood over to

James's Landing. Destroyed the buildings on Ion plantation by fire.

At 2:30 left landing and stood down the river. Fired 3 5-second
shell into« the rear of the buildings at some cavalry discovered a mile
distant.

Septernber 21.—^At 12:30 p. m. arrived at James' Landing. Set
Mr. James ashore, then stood down the river. At 2 arrived at the
cut-off, rounded to and made fast to shore. Major , command-
ing post, came on board and had an interview with commanding
officer.

October 26.—^Underway upstream. At 4:30 p. m. fired 6 30-

pounder Parrott 5-second shell and 2 howitzer shell at the woods
m the locality of a reported rebel battery. At 5:40 anchored off

Grand Gulf.
November 4-—At 10 a. m. rounded to off St. Joseph and proceeded

upstream. At 1 : 30 p. m. expended 1 24-pounder Grapnel by order
of commanding officer. At 3:30 rounded to at head of Big- Black
Island and stood down the river. At 6 : 15 passed Grand Giilf . At
7 rounded to and proceeded up river. At 9:30 arrived in sight of
Big Black Island; saw the steamer Grey Eagle lying at the bank
wooding; rounded to and proceeded slowly down, waiting to convoy
her past Grand Gulf. At 10^5 resigned charge of the deck to E. P.
Nellis, acting ensign and executive officer. At 11:15 was notified
by H. H. Elliott, pilot, the pilot on watch, that Mr. Nellis could not
be found; went on deck, and after careful search found that Acting
Ensign E. P. Nellis and Acting Master D. "W. Glenney had deserted
the ship, taking with them a skiff which was towing on the starboard
side. Reported immediately to the commanding officer, who called
all hands to quarters and examined batteries and small arms, and
found all present with the above exceptions and one Colt's revolver.
Navy, taken by E. P. Nellis, executive officer, when deserting the ship.
Batteries and small arms reported ready for action in six minutes.
Lying at anchor below Grand Gulf.
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November 5.—At 3 a. m. the skiff in which Acting Master's Mate
D. W. Glenney and Acting Ensign Nellis deserted the vessel drifted
down the river foul of the Vindicator's wheel (starboard). Brought
it alongside and made it fast.

November IS.r-At 11 a. m. stood up river till off Bruinsburg,
and hearing that there were rebels in the vicinity, shelled the woods
above Bruinsburg, expending 9 Parrott cartridges (3^ pounds), 9
30-pounder Parrott shell, 7 6-second, and 2 10-second, and 10 24-
pounder shell, howitzer. At 12 meridian rounded to, stood down-
stream, firing from our bow 1 5-second Parrott shell in the rear of
the levee on Louisiana side of the river opposite Bruinsburg. Ex-
pended 1 30-pounder Parrott shell, 5-second, 1 3i-pound cartridge.
December 23.—At 12 : 45 p. m. was hailed from Louisiana shore.

Sent a boat and brought off a member of Lieutenant Knowles's scouts;
he reported himself and 28 others cut off and closely pursued by
Harrison's command while on an expedition inland. Hove up anchor,
stood over to the Mississippi shore, and landed. While there saw
two more of Knowles's party on the Louisiana side. Cast off [from]
Mississippi side, steamed across, and landed at Coffee Point, where
we received on board Lieutenant Knowles and 15 of his men, with
their horses and equipments. At 2 cast loose from the bank and stood
slowly downstream, reconnoitering. At 3 a steamer reported in
sight coming up ; went to quarters. Steamer proved to be the Mus-
tang, belonging to the command. Bounded to, went alongside, and
placed the. lieutenant and his party on board with their equipments.
At 3 : 30 the Mustang cast loose and stood down the river, we steaming
up. At 4 arrived at Grand Gulf. At 7:15 p. m. were hailed from
the Louisiana shore by 3 men of Knowles's scouts. Landed and took
them on board. At 8 the Mustang came alongside, placed the 3 men
taken on board of Knowles's command. The Mustang then dropped
astern of us and anchored.
December £4.—At 9 a. m. the Mustang landed opposite Bruinsburg.

We rounded to, covering her landing, she sending out a scouting
party. At 10 commenced shelling the woods to dislodge the rebels,

who were secreted there, expending 7 Parrott shell, No. 1 gun ; 6 Par-
I'ott shell. No. 4 gun; 9 24-pounder shell, No. 5 gun, port; 4 24-

pounder shell, No. 6 gun, port.

December 26.—^At 4:15 p. m. landed at Hard Times. Mr. Wells,
executive officer, went on shore and captured J. D. Bow, private in

Cameron's command, rebel Army.
December 30.—Lying at anchor at Grand Gulf. At 9 p. m. a

heavy gale sprang up from the south and east and shifted suddenly to

the northward, accompanied by rain, causing us to drag anchor into

the Mississippi side of the river. Struck a snag at the bank, the hull

filling with water in ten minutes. (The Magnet having cast off,

dropped her anchor, also went into the bank below us.) Crew em-
ployed in removing stores, arms, and equipments from the vessel to

the Magnet. At 11 :60 she anchored off bar, Louisiana side.

December 31.—From 12 to 4 a. m. : The greater part of the crew
employed in removing stores, etc., to the steamer Magnet, at anchor

off bar on the Louisiana side. Pickets stationed on shore. Dis-

mounted the 2 24-pounder howitzers forward. 4 to 8 a. m. : Em-
ployed in dismounting and transporting 4 24-pounder howitzers,
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broadside guns, forward. At 8 the Magnet came alongside and we
placed the 6 24-pounder howitzers on board of her, leaving the 2

30-pounder Parrott rifles on board the sunken vessel, spiking them.

Mustered crew on board the Magnet and found George Hanes, lands-

man, missing; supposed to have deserted the vessel when she struck.

At the time the vessel commenced dragging we worked ahead with

the engines with all the steam we had. In about ten minutes after

the storm first struck us we parted our chain and went ashore.

COISTFEDERA-TE EBPORTS ^N"I3 CORRESPONDENCE.

Order of the Secretary of War to General Johnston, C. S. Army,
regarding transfer of men from the Arm/y to the Navy.

EicHMOND, Va., March 22, 1864..

General: To man efficiently and at once the vessels of the Navy
it has become necessary to transfer 1,200 men from the Armies. To
this end the Secretary of the Navy has detailed officers with instruc-

tions to proceed to the headquarters of each Army for the purpose
of selecting and designating the men so to be transferred. From the

Army of the Tennessee 170 men will be designated, whom you are

requested to transfer to the Navy upon the written request of the
naval officer sent to your command, and under his direction to send
150 to Savannah, Ga., and 20 to St. Marks, Fla.

You will please forward a list of the men so transferred to this

office without delay.

By command of the Secretary of War.
S. Cooper,

Adjutant and Inspector General.

General J. E. Johnston,
Gom/manding, etc.

[The same, mutatis mutandis, to Longstreet, Maury, and Polk.

Army of East Tennessee, 80 men to go to Kinston, N. C. ; District

of the Gulf, 55 men to Columbus, Ga., and Army of Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, and East Louisiana, 55 men to Columbus, Ga.]

Letter from Captain Thompson, C. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Prichett, U. S. Navy, regarding exchange of prisoners.

Red Fork Bayou, May 3, 1864.

Sir: This will be presented to you by First Lieutenant James M.
Arnold, of my command, who is authorized to propose to you an ex-

change of prisoners. I have in my possession one commissioned
officer and 10 men, members of the Seventy-seventh Ohio Eegiment.
One of these, Lieutenant Arnold, is authorized to exchange for Wil-
liam Sain, a private of my command, captured by your forces on
the 30th ultimo.

I have been informed that you have threatened to take no prisoners
from my command. I hope for the honor of what was once our com-
mon country that I have been misinfonned. I conceive it to be my
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duty, however, under the circumstances, to inform you that my com-
mand has been organized regularly under the laws of the Confederate
States, and is operating here by direct authority from General E.
Kirby Smith, commanding Trans-Mississippi Department; and that
I shall not hesitate to proceed to any extremity m retaliation upon
the prisoners who are now or who may hereafter fall into my hands
for the protection of the men under my command.

I have the honor to be, sir, with due respect, your obedient servant,
Reg. H. Thompson,

Captain, Commanding Confederate Forces, Desha County.

Captain PEiCHErr,
Conbmanding V. S. Forces, Biff Island.

Reports of Colonel Greene, C. S. Army, regarding operations against
Federal gunboats and transports in the Mississippi River.

Headquarters Marmadttke's Brigade,
Yellow Bend, on Mississippi River,

At Adairh, 10 miles above Gaines Landing, May 26, 186^.

Major : I made my bivouac at sunset yesterday on the bank of the
river and placed my guns in position. No boats made their appear-
ance until 10 p. m., when three gunboats passed up. At 10 o'clock I
learned that a yawl could be got on Island No. 78, which determined
me to shape my plans for boarding. Everything was arranged but
it was impossible to get the boat out before 9 o'clock this morning.
A transport lay near the other bank, which was my object. It has
since changed position, but I have strong hopes that I will find its

whereabouts. Having this end in view, I desisted from attacking
passing boats to-day. Two large transports, convoyed by the largest

ironclad on the river, and another gunboat went down to-day. Both
of the transports were heavily loaded and had 40 or 50 troops on
board. I am satisfied that the enemy is ignorant of my whereabouts.
I made a feint at Gaines Landing and near Columbia, which caused
the enemy to assemble two fleets at those places, and then I moved up
Clay Bayou and struck the river above, crossing Boggy Bayou.
Four gunboats (one the ironclad Carondelet) shelled the landing for

five hours. They were similarly engaged near Columbia.
I have intelligence of the damage done to the enemy on the 24th.

The first gunboat I attacked was so disabled as to require the help of

a towboat. She got to Napoleon yesterday, pierced in six places and
badly damaged by shell in her cabins. My second attack on the

transports riddled them and caused them to be burned. In the

fourth attack the marine boat Diana was seriously hurt, and some
damage done to the mosquito gunboat. In the third attack the large

new transport (name forgotten) was so much injured that she filled

and careened over and was hauled to the east bank. In the fifth

and last fight the gunboat Romeo, No. 3, was as roughly handled as

the first. She was struck fifteen times. Quite an alarm extended
to the upper river, and the enemy has assembled a formidable fleet,

among which are the monitors Carondelet and Benton,
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It will be impracticable to cross Cypress without a bridge, nor is it

eligible. The lines of retreat about Gaines Landing are not as good

as below that point, the Ma^on being full and without bridges

or boats. There is but one practicable speedy outlet. It is my
opinion that the point of rendezvous should be at or near Lake Vil-

lage, where I am informed com can be obtained ; at least there is

more on the Magon than here, where there is hardly any. From that

position I could operate down to Lakeport Landing and up to

Gaines Landing safely and rapidly. I would respectfully suggest

that a party be sent at once to the vicinity named to ascertain what

forage can be obtained.

Pratt's battery has only three rounds of solid shot left to the gun.

It is therefore impracticable for me to engage gunboats. Shell with-

out fuze can be used against transports.

* * * * * * *

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CoLTON Gkeene,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Major H. Ewing,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

p. s.—The main fleet passed down the river toward Lakeport
Landing yesterday at 11 o'clock * * *.

C. G.

Report of Colonel Greene, G. S. Army, regarding operations against

U. S. vessels in the vicinity of Gaines Landing and ColumMa
Landing, Ark., including the capture of transport Clara Eames.

Headquarters Marmaduke's Brigade,

Smiths Plantation, Ji.1-2 Miles Above Sunnyside, May 30, 186^.

Major : In my last I reported that we attacked a transport yester-

day afternoon. She was more disabled than I had supposed, and
was towed off by a gunboat. This morning at daylight I attacked

a transport {Clara Eames), cut her escape pipe, penetrated her
boilers, putting in 17 shots in all. She surrendered and came to

shore. Her cargo was cotton. All the light articles were removed
from her—everything of value. I then made arrangements to sig-

nal a coming boat with a view of capturing her. This craft proved
to be a gunboat, which I engaged, and burned the transport. I send
you 13 or 15 prisoners; an officer Avill report the exact number, etc.

I am still engaging a gunboat. Four others have just appeared in

sight. I shall amuse them and then move rapidly to Columbia, 3-|

miles above. By this movement I will concentrate the enemy's fleet

at this point, which is 18 miles by water to Columbia.
I learn from the captain of the boat—a person whom I have long

known and who is reliable—^that Smith's division is at Vicksburg,
where a large fleet of transports was assembled. It was not known
when the troops would come up.

I regret again to inform you that the artillery ammunition is

nearly exhausted. There are only 12 rifle shell, 6 solid smoothbore,
and 30 shell for howitzers. Of course, it is impossible for me to do
anything unless I am supplied at once.
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Great credit is due to Captain Pratt for the skillful management
of his battery.

Very respectfully, etc.,

CoLTON Greene,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Major H. Ewing,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

There were 3 killed and 1 wounded on the boat.

Report of Colonel Greene, C. S. Army, regarding the operations of
Marma:duke''s hrigade on the Mississippi River in the vicinity of
Gaines Landing, Ark., May 23 to Jwne 2, 186J^.

Headquarters Marmadtjke's Brigade,
In the Field, June 8, 186^.

Major : I beg respectfully to submit the following report of the
operations of this brigade on the Mississippi River between the 23d
ultimo and 2d inst. On the 23d ultimo I marched from Leather-
man's, on Bayou Mason [Magon], with Greene's regiment, com-
manded by Captain Crabtree, and Pratt's battery, at sunset, and
bivouacked at Campbell's, near Gaines Landing. At daylight of

the 24th I |put the battery in position immediately on the bank of the

river and formed its support under cover of the levee 50 yards in the

rear. At sunrise I attacked a gunboat, and after an engagement of
thirty-five minutes drove it off badly disabled. It was towed up to

Napoleon, seriously damaged. I then moved down the river rapidly

and took position at Daniel Sessions' plantation and immediately
attacked two transports coming up the river. They were disabled

in a short time, turned back, got around a bend, were on fire, and
were burned, as I am informed, a few hours afterwards. Lawther's

regiment coming down, I detached one section and moved on with
four pieces to Columbia. Lawther engaged a transport and gun-

boat, which, passing down, came upon my battery. The transport

was armed with one 18-pounder Parrott. I opened on her, riddled

her upper works, and penetrated her hull. She filled, careened over,

and made for the other bank out of range, disabled.

I noAv marched Avith the full battery and Lawther's and Greene's

regiments to Leland's, 1^ miles below. This position was an exposed

one. We went into battery and waited the enemy's approach. He
came down in line of battle, crescent-shaped, with two marine boats,

one gunboat, and a transport. I engaged the fleet, which held its

position, maneuvering for near two hours, when it passed on. The
gunboat Avas disabled, the marine boat Diana roughly handled, with

many killed and wounded, and the transport penetrated in many
places.

Once more I limbered up and moved in a gallop back to Columbia;

went into battery there, and at once engaged the gunboat Romeo.

She was quickly disposed of; struck seventeen times; greatly dam-

aged
;
got out of the way and has not since made its appearance be-

fore mv batteries.
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Before leaving camp on Bayou Magon I sent Captain Jacobs, Com-
pany F, Fourth Eegiment, with a detachment of 40 men, down the

river to make a reconnoissance, and with orders to board a transport
if opportunity offered. On the morning of the day of the operations

herein reported he seized a yawl near Ford's landing and successfully

boarded and captured the steamer Lebanon, upon which he found
large quantities of goods, stores, etc. He burned the boat.

After the second engagement at Columbia I bivouacked at Sanders,
on the river, and marched at 2 o'clock that night back to Gaines
Landing. There I found three gunboats, which I avoided engaging
for want of ammunition, but whose fire I drew by sharpshooters
while I moved my column by a circuitous road and struck the river

10 miles above. This occupied the day of the 25th, upon which no
transports appeared.
On the 26th I attacked a large transport in sight of a gunboat.

Struck her several times, but am not informed of the damage done
her. On the same day I received an order from you to return to
camp, which I reached that night. On the 27th I marched with the
brigade to Parker's, on Bayou Magon.
On the 28th encamped on Old River Lake, near Ditch Bayou. On

the 29th I moved with Burbridge's, Jeffers', and Kitchen's regiments
to Smith's plantation, 4 miles above Sunnyside, on the Mississippi,
and immediately attacked a passing transport, which was struck
many times but got safely off.

At daybreak on the 30th I attacked the transport Clara Eames,
cut her escape pipe, and penetrated her boiler. She made signs of
distress, came ashore, and surrendered. She was loaded with cotton.
I stripped her of everything valuable and, two marine boats coming-
in sight, burned her to the water's edge. I brought off' 15 prisoners
and 7 negroes.

I at once engaged the marine boats and, after a short action, drove
them back to their station on the east bank of the river. An hour
after I fired into a transport, doing her little damage for want of
proper ammunition. An ironclad now came up and shelled my posi-
tion for some time. I did not reply with my guns, but forced her to
long range with sharpshooters. On the same night I returned to
camp.
On the 31st a detachment of Cabell's brigade, with Hughey's four-

gun battery, commanded by Colonel Monroe, was ordered by you to
report to me. During the night of the 31st I posted Lawther's regi-
ment at Smith's plantation, with instructions to fire into the enemy
while I moved with Monroe's command, Greene's regiment, and
Pratt's battery to Columbia. Monroe supported the batteries.
Greene's regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell,
covered the approach at Luna.
Early on the 1st instant I attacked the gunboat Exchange. The

action was short. She was badly disabled in her hull and boilers and
with difficulty got to the east bank above, out of range, where she lay
crippled until towed off. No other boats appeared in the river that
day. Lawther successfully amused two gunboats below, which an-
chored off and shelled him all day. At daylight, June 2, I engaged
the marine boat Adams, one gunboat, and a transport. They made
no fight of consequence; were often struck, but passed on. Soon
after the ironclad Benton or Loitisville [the MoiiarcJi], a formidable



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 807

looking craft, hove in sight, lashed broadside to a large transport. I
posted sharpshooters on the bank and at once opened five on the trans-
port. The ironclad fired but two shells, when she was forced to close
her ports by reason of the heavy fire of the sharpshooters. She cut
loose from the transport, fell back a mile, and shelled us with 64-
pounder rifles, doing no damage. The transport was badly hurt.
Again the marine boat Adams, two gunboats, and one transport ap-
peared. They were engaged, but cautiously kept on the other bank,
showing no inclination to fight. They were struck often. I now
returned to camp. On the 3d and 4th no boats appeared. The river
was blockaded.
In these actions I engaged 21 boats of all descriptions, of which 5

gunboats and marine boats were disabled, 5 transports badly damaged,
1 sunk, 2 burned, and 2 captured. My loss was one subaltern and 5
privates slightly wounded. No guns or horses were hit. Captain
Pratt, commanding battery, deserves especial mention for his uniform
skill, coolness, and courage. Captain Hughey was particularly suc-
cessful in the action with the gunboat Exchange. The support to the
batteries behaved with their accustomed bravery. The gallantry and
enterprise of Captain John W. Jacobs, Company F, Fourth Regiment,
can not be too highly praised. This officer has on all occasions ex-
hibited marked ability and distinguished courage.
These operations have demonstrated the practicability of block-

ading or seriously interrupting the navigation of the Mississippi
River with* field artillery. I venture the opinion that with 18 and 24
pounder rifles no boat could safely pass a battery, except an ironclad.

In every instance except one my guns were without protection ; were
run right up to the edge of the bank. The effect of the enemy's fire

is shown in the damage done me. That serious injury has been in-

flicted upon him is evident from the fact that after the first day's

fighting few or no boats passed without convoys—^now none, except

the fleet under Major-General Smith.
Very respectfully, Colton Greene,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Major H. Ewing,
Assistant Adjutant-Genercd.

Letter from Brigadier-General Buford, U. S. Army, to Brigadier-

General Shelby, C. S. Army, regarding prisoners, and referring to

burning of steamer Mariner.

Headquarters District of Eastern Arkansas,
Helena, July 8, 186Jf.

General: Your letter of the 5th instant is received by the hands

of Captain Dorsey, who has released at my picket post Captain

Hickey, Paymaster Sims, and Master's Mate Wild, who will proceed

to report to Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, their commander, and who
will doubtless observe the terms of their parole or comply with the

alterations of its terms. At this time I have in custody several offi-

cers and soldiers, all of whom I hold as prisoners of war. Lieutenant

Casteel and five other prisoners are treated exactly as the others,

with the exception that special precautions are taken every night to
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prevent their escape, while I await an answer to my communication
to higher authorities concerning them. I shall do no act to increase

the accessories of the state of war. I ask no better treatment of any
prisoners of ours who fall into your hands than I give to them in

custody here. On the night of the 2d of July the steamer Mariner,
which was high and dry aground on a bar near the mouth of the
St. Francis Kiver, was burned by a party of soldiers, and it is re-

ported to me they were commanded by Captain McCoy, and that
some of them wore our uniforms, and that they reported the boat
was burned by your orders. This boat was private property and
had no public stores on board. It had been aground thirty days.
If it should be deemed necessary and just to retaliate on private
property for this act by the torch, you can readily imagine the
desolation that would ensue.

I trust it will never be my fortune to engage in acts that produce
no other result than to increase the horrors of war.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

N. B. BuroRD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Brigadier-General Jo. O. Shelbt, C. S. Army.

[Telegram.]

MERmiAN, July 19, 1864.

General Lee directs that you send to General Kirby Smith, by
special courier, the following dispatch :

BOLIVAE CoTTNTT, Miss., July 12, 1864.
Large fleet of transports, convoyed by eight gunboats, are coming down White

and Arkansas rivers. This is supposed to be General Steele's entire force. Six
boats lay at the mouth of White River yesterday. Of their movements, in
whatever direction, you will be promptly informed.

J. C. S. Blackbubn,
Captain Cavalry Company.

P. Ellis, Jr.,

,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Colonel J. S. Scott or
Colonel D. Gober,

Clinton, La.

Letter^ from Lieutenant-General Taylm^, C. S. Army, to General
Sntith C. S. Army, regarding the impossibility of o'ossing the
Mississippi between Red River and Vickslurg in view of the vigi-
lance of V. S. gunboats.

Harrisonburg, August 18, I864.
I have the honor to inform you that I have dispatched the AVar

Department to the effect that I consider the crossing of any consid-
erable body of troops impossible. Accurate observations have been
made of the enemy's gunboats between Red River and Vicksburg,
and from the strictness of the guard maintained no success can be
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anticipated. Later in the season, when the Mississippi has attained
its lowest stage, troops may be crossed above Vicksburg near Paw
Paw Island, where many difficulties to navigation occur. I consider
that the bare attempt to cross, almost certain to result in failure,
will be very prejudicial to the troops, as many desertions will occur.
Meantime not only the troops to be crossed are kept idle, but all the
cavalry and artillery assisting the movement. These might certainly
be of some service elsewhere in this department. I shall push for-
ward the troops to the vicinity of the river and use every exertion and
precaution to insure success, but I hope the receipt of my dispatch
will induce the War Department to countermand the order.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. Taylor,
Lieutenant-GervercH.

General E. K. Smith,
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department.

Letter from B. P. Van Court to Major-Gerheral Price, C. S. Army,
regarding the strength of secret order in Blissouri.

Sheevepoet, August 26, 186^.

I left St. Louis August 2 ; was detained by low water several days.
Arrived at -the mouth of White River day after Empress was fired

into; detained there until two other boats arrived. Then were con-

voyed bj' a monitor and two gunboats 50 miles below Gaines Landing.
I then concluded to go to New Orleans and get off on way up. Left
New Orleans August 16, at 2 a. m. ; was left in middle of Mississippi

River on two planks and a paddle, above Lake Providence. I joined
secret society in St. Louis. I do not think you can rely on much
aid from Illinois, etc., in case you march into Missouri; yet, the

order in Missouri will aid you and fully post you up should you go to

Missouri. Many of the militia companies are entirely under the
control of said order, and I am fully satisfied there has never been
or will be a better time to redeem Missouri than the present. The
militia are armed, and I am fully satisfied thousands of them will

join your army as soon as you come within any reasonable distance
of them. There are several thousand that may join you from Illinois

and Iowa, yet full dependence can not be placed. It is not known
how many members the order has in Missouri. I do not believe they

exceeded when I left over 15,000 or 20,000, yet they all have their

influence and control the militia as far as possible. I would say it

seems to be the opinion of all parties that, with a respectable force

(from 15,000 to 20,000 men), you could take or redeem the State.

I never knew public opinion to change as fast as it has for the past

year in favor of peace. Editor of New Orleans Picayune said he
saw a dispatch from Yankees at Mobile Bay to Naval Department.
New Orleans, in which they state they attacked Fort Morgan, and
that our guns reserved fire until land force got within 300 yards of

fort, when we opened fire and killed 3,800, besides the wounded. I

believe the above to be true. If not true, then little dependence can

be placed in positive assertions. The boat I came on was so watched

or guarded that I could fetch nothing off the boat with me. I was
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detained two days by sickness since I left the river. Would have
come via Camden, but was informed at river you had certainly

started for Missouri.

Yours, truly, etc. B. P. Van Court.

[General Sterling Price.]

P. S.—If I think of anything new will write on Monday.

Letter from Lieutenant Grant, C. S. Navy, to Assistant Paymaster
McKean, C. S. Navy, regarding deserters from C. S. S. Missouri.

C. S. S. Missouri, September 15, 1864..

Sir : A. Infernous, J. Greenhof[, and John Babbott have this day
been declared deserters from this vessel.

Very respectfully,

AuEx. Grant, Jr.,

Lieutenant, in charge Naval Defenses Western Louisiana.

Assistant Paymaster E. McKean, C. S. Navy.

Letter from Acting Master Alexander, C. S. Navy, to Assistant Pay-
• master McKeaiv, C. S. Navy, regarding a negro.

C. S. S. Cotton, Seftember M, 1864.

Sir : The negro boy Phil, belonging to Mr. John Pickett, has been
returned home by order of Lieutenant J. H. Carter.

Respectfully, etc.

E. Alexander,
Acting Master, C. S. Navy, in charge C. S. S. Cotton.

Assistant Paymaster E. McKean, C. S. Navy.

[Telegram.]

Mobile, November 2, 1864-

Information received states that on 25th October four double-
turreted monitors, one ironclad, and Admiral Porter's flagship, also
three propellers, rigged with masts, passed town of Commerce, Miss.,
destination supposed to be Mobile.

D. H. Maury,
Major-General.

General S. Cooper.
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ing, Miss., June 15, 1864 393

Queen City, U. S. S. Capture of, and engagement at Clarendon,

Ark., June 24, 1864 423,427

Red River Campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 42, 50

White River, Ark. Affairs in vicinity of 502, 521

Bacon, George.
Correspondence with

Dana, N. J. T 717,718,727,744

Lee, S. P 723

Porter, D. D 576

Mentioned 693, 702, 719, 722, 731, 749

Report of destruction of railroad bridge over Big Black River, Miss.,

November 27, 1864 743

Bacon, George B. Mentioned 179

Bagby, Arthur P. Mentioned 168, 173

Bailey, Joseph.

General order regarding testimonial for 160

Mentioned 101, 130-133, 136, 140, 142, 144, 146, 151, 159-162, 324, 482

Baker, Judge. Mentioned 192

Baker, Henry.
Mentioned 600

Report of finding of court of enquiry regarding loss of U. S. S. Undine 601
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Baker, S. C, Steamer. See S. C. Baker, Steamer. Page.

Baker, William. Mentioned 254
Baldwin, O. Ii. Correspondence with L. H. Rousseau 207
Baldwin, Thomas.

Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 487
Mentioned 320,326, 406-408, 503, 504, 555, 693, 731, 750
Reports of.

Arkansas. Operations of Marmaduke's cavalry in, along Mississippi

River 317

Burr, E. B., capture of 473

BaU, liysander C. Mentioned 248, 253

Baltic, Steamer. Mentioned 773

Banks, KTathaniel P.

Correspondence with

Andrews, G. L 20
Benton, W. P 735

Breese, K. R 290

Dominy, C 37

Emory, W. H 148

Farragut, D. G 106

Grover, C 97

McClemand, J. A 100

Porter, D. D 23,

40, 44, 48, 55, 96, 97, 99, 107-109, 111, 128, 135-137, 140, 141, 146-149, 157

Ramsay, F. M 149

Selfrfdge, T. O 64

Smith, W 154

Steele, F 99

Ullman, D 123,745

Field orders 97,98,101,111

Mentioned 7,23-25,30,

34, 36, 38, 41, 42, 45, 47, 50-52, 54, 56, 58-63, 65, 66, 68-70, 88, 90, 93-95, 103, 105,

113, 117, 130, 132-134, 144, 150, 151, 153, 155, 159, 173, 189, 239, 270, 284, 288,

289,294, 302, 324, 337, 346, 349, 368, 370, 464, 465, 495, 708, 766, 782,789, 790, 793

Barber, John. Mentioned 419

Barnes, John T. M. Mentioned 1 66, 109

Bamett, Charles. Mentioned 116

Bamett, Thomas A. Mentioned 426, 427

Baron de Kalb, U. S. S. Mentioned 20,246,255,567

Barr, John C. Mentioned 224

Bartholomew^, Mr. Mentioned 705

Bartlett's plantation. Mentioned 792

Barton, W. Mentioned 192

Bassett, Chauncey J. Mentioned 123

Baton Bouge, La. Affairs in vicinity of. Report of J. S. Scott 399

Battle, H. J. G. Mentioned 192

Battle, James, Steamer. See James Battle, Steamer.

Baylor, George Wythe.
Mentioned 175

Report of engagement at Dunn's Bayou, La., and destruction of U. S.

steamers Covington and Signal and transport John Wamer,

May 5, 1864 174

Bayou Magon, La, Engagement at, June 4, 1864. Report of E, K. Owen,, . 364
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Bayou Sara, La.

Attack upon steamers WHte Cloud and Henry Chouteau near, August 29, Page.

1864. Report of George L. Andrews 525

Torpedoes placed in Mississippi Biver at.

Order of S. P. Lee 727

Reports of

Devoe, J. B 707,709,712,751

Emery, F. W 706

Beach., Albert F. Mentioned 597

Beadles, Judge. Mentioned 333

Beale, Benjamin F. Mentioned 427

Beale, Thomas F., and party. General order of D. D. Porter for arrest and
execution of 444

Beaman, Ezra. Mentioned 783

Beard, WilHam. Mentioned 443

Beatty, L. Correspondence with S. L. Phelps 548

Beauregard, Gustave T.

Correspondence with War Department, CJ. S 682,687

Mentioned 619

Reports of.

Johnsonville, Tenn. Destruction of U. S. vessels at 687

Paris Landing, Tenn. Capture of U. S. vessels at 682

Beckwith, Henry J. Mentioned 11

Bee, Hamilton P. Mentioned 168

Beebe, William S.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 137, 139

Mentioned 136, 138

Bell, Clara, Steamer. See Clara Bell. Steamer.

Bell, Thomas. Mentioned 333

Bell, Tyree H. Mentioned 224, 622, 684, 685

Belladonna, Steamer. Mentioned 130

Belle, City, Steamer. See City Belle, Steamer.

Belle, Ohio, Steamer. See Ohio Belle, Steamer.

Belle Creole, Steamer. Mentioned 130

Bell's Mills, Tenn. Engagements at, December 3, 4, and 6, 1864.

See Nashville, Tenn. Operations near, December 3, 4, and 6, 1864, includ-

ing engagennents at Bell's Mills, December 3, 4, and 6.

Belton, Joseph F. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General see

Adams, Wirt.

Belvidere, Steamer. Mentioned 785
Benachi, . Mentioned 265
Benefit, Steamer (Naval transport).

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition, etc 43-44, 77, 88, 105
Mentioned 22, 179, 195, 2] 2, 271, 326, 501, 558, 662, 721, 772, 775, 778, 779, 781
Orders for movements 278, 500, 558, 722

Ben Franklin, Steamer. Mentioned 180
Bennett, Maunsel.

Mentioned 370
Report of engagement near Simmesport, La., June 8, 1864 371

Bently, Bichaxd II. Mentioned 782
Benton, TJ. S. S.

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 23-25,

28, 30, 32, 35, 37-41, 57, 63, 65, 71, 77, 103, 139, 140, 145, 169
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Benton, U. S. S.—Continued. „
1 Elg8.

McCauley, E. Y., appointed to command 574 713 719
Mentioned 3-8, 11-13, 18, 33, 238, 242, 243, 246, 257,268, 270,

271, 274, 277, 280, 281, 283, 295-297, 309-311, 314, 317, 319, 322, 323, 330,
357, 364, 378-380, 388, 401-406, 410, 413, 435, 436, 456, 463, 466, 468, 469,
473, 475, 476, 478, 479, 517, 537, 540, 543-545, 553, 554, 692, 694, 704, 720,
723, 730, 734, 749, 764, 769, 770, 773, 774, 776, 789, 791, 792, 797, 803, 806

Orders for movements 20, 240, 266, 269, 316
Seizure of cotton by 306,307,320

Benton, Thomas O.

Mentioned 277
Report of engagement at Deloach's Bluff, La., April 26, 1864 167

Benton, WiUiam P.

Correspondence with N. P. Banks 735
Report of crossing of Mississippi River by Confederates 735

Bether, . Mentioned 722
Beulah Landing, Miss. Seizure of steamers Mattie, M. Walt, and R. E.

Hill at, June 15, 1864.

Communication from D. D. Porter 394
Order of George M. Bache 394
Jleports of

Bache, George M 393
Phelps, S . L 392

Bickerstaff, Sam.uel.

Correspondence with

Greer* J. A 5

Lee, S. P 739

Mentioned 103, 206, 320, 398, 738, 740, 741, 756, 763, 768

Report of condition of U. S. S. Avenger 205

Biffle, Jacob B. Mentioned 489, 490

Big Black Island, Miss. Reconnoissanre from below Rodney, Miss., to.

Report of F. H. Gerdes 307

Big Black River, Miss. Destruction of railroad bridge over, November 27,

1864.

Communications from N. J. T Dana 744

Reports of

Bacon, George 743

Lee, S. P 743

Big Grey Eagle,* Steamer. Mentioned 246

Bigley, Steamer. Mentioned 353

Binney, James. Mentioned 782

Birch, Bichard E.

Correpondence with

Breese, K. R 287

Pennock, A. M 496, 501, 577

Porter, D.D 452

Mentioned 105,221, 236, 319, 554, 692, 731, 749

BisseU, Frank. Mentioned 359, 360

Blackburn, J. C. S. Correspondence with S. D. Lee 808

Blackford, Ben. Mentioned 254

Black Hawk, Steamer. Mentioned 344

Black Hawk, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 34, 52, 337, 774, 777-779, 789

* Probably the same as Grey Eagle, pp. 276, 277, 800.
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Black Hawk, U. S. S.
i'**'^-

Abstract log, April IQ-May 25, 1864 772

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 24, 25, 28, 29, 35, 38,

43, 57, 63, 66-68, 70, 71, 77, 86, 87, 91, 92, 98, 101-107, 109,

116, 117, 120, 121, 124-130, 139, 140, 145, 151, 153, 156, 158

McCauley, E. Y., appointed to command ^94

Mentioned 7,8,12,13,17-21,160,180,184,185,

191-193, 205, 229, 238-240, 244, 260, 268-271, 275, 282, 283, 287-291, 297-

299, 306, 308, 311-317, 319, 325, 329, 330, 336, 337, 340, 345-347, 349, 352,

353, 363, 368, 369, 375, 376, 378, 381, 382, 385-388, 390, 395, 408, 412, 417,

421, 434, 437, 443, 444, 446, 448, 451, 452, 454, 459, 483, 495, 498, 510, 520,

524, 536, 541, 544, 553, 554, 557, 560, 562, 565, 567-570, 574, 575, 580-582,

584, 594, 598, 599, 600, 606, 609, 611, 615, 617, 618, 627, 628, 629, 631, 635,

637, 647, 666, 667, 673, 690-692, 695, 697-699, 701, 703-706, 715, 716, 718,

719, 724, 725, 728-730, 732, 734, 739, 742, 749, 754, 756, 757, 773, 783, 789

Operations in Red River and vicinity 241

Black Biver, La. Cotton captured on 767

Blair, Charles. Mentioned 419

Blair, Frank. Mentioned 324

Blair's Landing, La. Engagement at, April 12, 1864. See Red River Cam-

paign, cooperation of gunboats in, March 12-May 22, 1864.

Blair's plantation. Mentioned 49

Bleecker, . Mentioned 524

Blessing, M. Mentioned '- 581

Blue Wingiy Steamer. Mentioned : 344

BVun.t.,<leQx^<a 'W . ^^simsfl '^
Boardman, Frederick A. Mentioned 349

Boatrigbt, W. W. Correspondence with K. R. Breese 291

Bock, William N. Mentioned 539, 794, 797-799

Boggs, William Brenton. Mentioned 22, 179, 285, 556, 737

Boggs, William B. For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see Smith, E. Kirby.

Boice, Joel D. Mentioned - 782

Boler, Edward. Mentioned 419

Bolton, Lieutenant. Mentioned 190

Bondurant, Mr. Mentioned 38

Bonica, John. Mentioned 540, 541

Booby, Henry.
Mentioned 407, 791

Report of skirmish at White River Station, Ark., June 22, 1864 415

Booker, Robert. Mentioned 419

Boone, B. M. Mentioned 370

Boone, T. G. Correspondence with

Breese, K. R 278

Lee, S. P 722

Pennock, A. M 500

Booth, Lionel F. Mentioned 219, 224

Bow, J. D. Mentioned 801

Bowen, Aaron S. Mentioned 389
Bowen, George P. For correspondence, see Springfield, III., Clerk of U. S.

District Court.

Bowen, James. Mentioned 37, 343, 349

Bowers, Charles. Mentioned 419
Bowie, T. C. Mentioned 711

Bowman, Alexander H. Mentioned 533
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Page.

Bowman, Lucas. Mentioned 256
Bowman, Malachi. Mentioned 254
Bowman, Nathan. Mentioned 332 333
Boyd, Captain. Correspondence with K. R. Breese 281
Boyd, E. M. Mentioned 795
Boyd, Emma, Steamer. See Emma Boyd, Steamer.

Boyd, Henry. Mentioned 795
Boyle, F. A. Mentioned

: 192
Bozard, Moses W. Capture of, May 26, 1864. Report of Joe. C. Coylo 332-334
Bozard, Mrs. Mentioned 334
Bradbury, . Mentioned 188
Bradford, Theodore F. Mentioned 224
Bradford, William F. Mentioned 224
Bradley, WiUiam B. Mentioned 506
Bragg, Charles P. Mentioned 119-121
Bragg, General, U. S. S. See General Bragg, U. S. S.

Brayman, llason.

Correspondence with

Hicks, S.G 229

Metropolis, Telegraph operator at 203
Odlin, J. H 206, 207, 209

Pennock, A. M 195, 196, 203-205

Sherman, W. T 230

Shirk, J. W 232

Mentioned ]9S, 215,216,228,274,548

Reports of.

Fort Pillow, Tenn. Capture of, April 12, 1864 230, 232

Paducah, Ky. Cooperation of U. S. steamers Peosta and Paw Paw in

repulse of attack upon, March 25, 1864 203

Tennessee River. Operations in 213

Brazil, Steamer. Mentioned 410

Breaman, J. D.

Correspondence with Mrs. Breaman 187

Mentioned 184, 192

Breaman, Mrs. Correspondence with J. D. Breaman 187

Breckinridge, John C. Mentioned 659

Breece, George. Mentioned 506

Breese, K. Randolph.
Correspondence with

Banks, N. P 290

Birch, R. E 287

Boatright, W. W 291

Boone, T. G 278

Boyd, Captain 281

Bums, Acting ensign 104

Cairo, 111., Provost-marshal at 336

Canby, E. R. S 495

Chambers, J. W 298

Dominy, C 282

Donnelly, P 101

Foster, J. P 13E

Gillis, J. H 150

Gorringe, H. H 302
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Breese, K. Randolph—Continued.

Correspondence with—Continued. Page.

Gould, A.N 305

Greer, J. A 57,63,140,269,291

Gregory, T.B 67,91

Halliday, Captain 281

Howard, S 803

Johnston, J. V 68, 125, 151

Jordan, M 126

Keene, H. T 1 39, 305

King, Charles 241

Lloyd, T 139

Lord, G. P 92

Magers, F. M 352

Meteor, Captain of Steamer 289

Morgan, E 66

Morong, J. C 66,102,127,128

New Orleans, Commanding Officer at 289

Palmer, J. S 127

Pennock, A. M 243, 244, 282, 300, 302, 303

Phelps, S. L 70

Porter, D. D :. 159

Port Hudson, La., Commanding Officer at 289

Ramsay, F. M 126, 145, 268, 271

Rejrnolds, J. J 107, 151

Richardson, J. F 43, 127, 288, 291, 298

Saunders, John W 109

Sioux City, Master of Steamer 150

Smith, W 152

Terry, S.W 43
Thatcher, Charles 124, 299

Townsend, R 57, 63, 238
Wells, W. R 116
Wilson, B 239,240,269,283
Wright, C. A 104,125,152,243,282

Mentioned 25,65,77,89,109,123,

129, 246, 275, 277, 285, 297,304, 306, 312, 319, 390, 554, 557, 703, 704, 772
Relieved of duty in Mississippi Squadron and ordered to Hampton Roads,

Va 574
Reports of.

Covington, U. S. S. Prize list of, for capture of steamer Gillum 270
Queen City, U. S. S. Court of enquiry regarding loss of 421
Red River, La. Operations in and about 241 , 260, 271, 495, 708
Red River Campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 102, 103, 105, 106, 302

Brennan, James. Mentioned 19
Brent, Joseph L.

Mentioned 167,169,171,172,234
Report of engagements at Cane River and Deloach's Bluff, La., April

26-27, 1864 176
Brewster, N. Report of loss of U. S. S. Signal, at Dunn's Bayou, La., May 5,

1864 120,121
Bridgeport, Tenn. Construction of U. S. vessels at. See Tennessee River.

Construction of U. S. vessels on.

Brier, Maderon. Mentioned 782
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BrilHant, U. S. S.

Cooperation with Federal forces against Nashville, Tenn., December 3-16, Page.

1864 641,650,652,659
Mentioned 216, 217,

228, 229, 251, 318, 319, 330, 367, 387, 512, 533, 554, 611, 692, 730, 749, 758

Seizure of pig iron in Tennessee River 562

Briscoe, Mr. (Planter). Mentioned 550

Broabeck, John. Mentioned 427

Brochard, Mr. Mentioned 40, 306

Brockhagen, George. Mentioned 427

Brooks, James. Statement of, regarding organization and usefulness of

Mississippi Marine Brigade 481

Brookshier, Jesse. Mentioned 175

Brett, Elijah C. Mentioned 604

Brown, . Mentioned 186

Brown, Frank. Mentioned 426

Brown, George W.
Mentioned 24, 77, 320, 555, 683, 69.S, 731, 750

Reports of.

Ozark, U. S. S. Torpedo secured hy 569

Little Champion, Steamer. Duty assigned to 326

Red River Campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 65

Brown, Henry. Mentioned 782, 783

Brown, Jerry. Mentioned 253

Brown, Joseph. Mentioned 22, 1 78, 242, 300, 754-756, 763

Brown, WiUiam H., U. S. S. See William H. Broivn, U. S. S.

Bruinsburg, Miss. Affairs in vicinity of. Reports of

Lee, S. P 734

McCauley, E. Y 734

Wright, Charles A 734

Bryan, Guy M. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Smith, E. Kirhy.

Bryan, J. W. Petition of, for exemption of pilots from conscription 448

Bryan, Michael. Mentioned 313

Bryant, John L.

Mentioned 555,585,693

Reports of.

Eastport, Miss. Attack upon TT. S. steamers Key West and Undine

and transports at, October 10, 1864 582

Undine, U. S. S.

Capture of, in engagement at Paris Landing, Tenn., October 30,

1864 602

Sinking of, in Tennessee River, July 25, 1864 489

Bryson, Andrew.
Appointed to command U. S. S. Essex 690,700,709

Correspondence with S. P. Lee 733, 736

Mentioned 727,730,749,761,762

Buchanan, Franklin. Mentioned 465

Buckingham, Fred. Mentioned 419

Buckland, Ralph P. Mentioned 348

Buckner, Colonel. Mentioned 358

Buckner, John A. Mentioned 264

Buckner, Simon B.

Correspondence with E. Kirby Smith 550

Mentioned 399
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Page.

Buffalo, Steamer. Mentioned 799

Buford, Abraham. Mentioned 206, 226, 229, 337, 622, 646, 648, 6S4, 685

Buford, Ifapoleon B.

Correspondence with

Hunter, J. K.C 403

Lee, S. P 746

Phelps, S. L 402, 420

Shelby, J. 807

Mentioned 296, 413, 415, 428, 702

Report of skirmish at White River Station, Ark., June 22, and capture of

U. S. S. Queen City, June 24, 1864 417, 430

Bulsome, Abe. Mentioned 782

Bunker, Nelson. Mentioned 37

Burbridge, John Q. Mentioned 40C, 407, 806

Burbridge, Stephen G. Correspondence with

Campbell, T.C 391

Meredith, S 605,702

Burnet, William.

Correspondence with

Johnston, J. V 193

Porter, D. D 436

Mentioned 277, 308

Burnett, James H. Mentioned 488

Bums, Acting ensign.

Correspondence with K. R. Breese 104

Mentioned 103, 105, 125, 274, 276, 284

Bums, Thomas.
Correspondence with N. J. T. Dana 745

Mentioned 503-505, 515, 555, 693, 731, 743, 744, 750

Bumside, Ambrose E. Mentioned 301

Bumside, General, U. S. S. See General Bumside, U. S. S.

Burr, E. B. Mentioned 473, 487

Burr, Madison. Mentioned 782
Burris, John T. Report of expedition to Island Nf). 8 483

Bush, JohnW. Mentioned 667
Butler, Benjamin F. Mentioned 150
Butts, George. Mentioned 121
C. E. Hillman, Steamer. Firingupon, at Barfield Point, Ark., June], 1864. 353,375
C. J. Millar, Steamer. Mentioned 456
Cabell, E. Carrington. Correspondence with Navy Department, C. S 208
Cabell, William L. Mentioned 806
Cairo, HI.

Affairs at.

Communication from Navy Department, U. S 735
Reports of

Lee, S. P 627
Pennock, A. M 21, 178, 194, 272, 284, 286
Scott, John 48g

Construction and repair of vessels at. See Cairo, III. Affairs at.

Cruise from Vicksburg, Miss., to. Report of S. L. Phelps 287
Establishment of independent naval station at. Communication from

Navy Department, U. S 405
Transfer of government property from, to Mound City, 111. Report of

A. M. Pennock 290
Cairo, 111. Provost-Marshal at. Correspondence with 1? Tf Tirc^== o.>/>
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Page.

Calhoun, Bichmond N. Mentioned I75
Calhouii's plantation. Mentioned 775
Callahan, James. Mentioned 798
Calvert, Cecil A. Mentioned 776 777
Calvin, Michel. Mentioned 87
Calvit, T. G. Mentioned 192
Cameron,* . Mentioned 801
Cameron, Robert H. Mentioned 394
Campbell, Mr. Mentioned 187
Campbell, Jacob (Cook). Mentioned 424
Campbell, Jacob (Ist-claas boy) . Mentioned 116, 254
Cam.pbell, Leonidus A. Mentioned 806
Campbell, T. C.

Correspondence with Stephen G. Burbridge 391

Mentioned 390

Canada,! James O. Mentioned J < 405

Canby, Edward B. S.

Appointed to command Department of the Gulf, U. S 314

Correspondence with

Dana, N.J. T 748

Farragut, D. G 696, 698

Foster, J. P 497, 535, 698

Gordon, G.H 482

Lawler, M. K. 522, 561

Lee, &. P 716

Mississippi River, Officers Commanding U. S. Gunboats on 695

Navy Department, U. S 208

Owen, E. K 406

Pennock, A . M 580, 697

Phelps, S.L 419

Porter, D. D . . . . 161, 162, 337, 361, 367, 376, 378, 436, 440, 444, 453, 472, 483, 561

Prichett, J. M 296,322,445

Ramsay, F.M 492

Reynolds, J.J 722

Selfridge, T. 548

Washburn, 0. C 527

General orders ' 378

Mentioned 158, 1 59, 301, 304, 321, 347, 363, 379, 383, 389, 395, 403,

430, 431, 452, 462, 464, 465, 467, 495, 496, 627, 699, 714, 761, 736, 773, 793

Special orders 715

Wounding of, in White River, Ark., and transportation to New Orleans. . 735-737

Cane Biver, La. Engagement at, April 26-27, 1864. See Red River Cam-

paign. Cooperation of gunboats in.

Cape Girardeau, Mo. Correspondence and orders in view of expected

attack upon.

Communications from W. S. Rosecrans 563, 565

Orders and instructions.

Ewing, Thomas, jr 563, 564

Pennock, A. M 563, 565

Reports of

Hiller, H. M 564

Swendson, Charles 565

* Unidentified. t Mentioned also as James C. Canlda.
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Page.

Capps, James. Mentioned '92

Captured and abandoned property. General order of S. P. Lee 761

Carey, John. Mentioned 419

Carondelet, U. S. S.

Abstract log, March 11-May 15, 1864
' 773-776

Condition of 721, 746

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 23-25,

35, 50, 77, 86, 94-96, 124, 129, 132, 137, 138, 140, 142-144, 152

Cooperation Tvith Federal force3 against Nashville, Tenn., December 3-16,

1864 641-645,647,650,651'

Mentioned .• 193,318,319,330,

336, 361, 375, 381, 382, 385, 429, 439, 447, 451, 453, 454, 461, 467, 469, 480,

501, 517, 519, 554, 578, 634, 692, 694, 722, 730, 749, 758, 789, 792, 793, 803

Orders for movements 411, 451, 633

Carr, Mr. Mentioned 332

Carr, Bugene A.

Correspondence with

Mizner, J. K 455

Rogers, J 455

Mentioned 427, 428, 430, 464

Carrabasset, U. S. S. Mentioned 21

Canington, P. B. Mentioned 362

CarroU, Pauline, Steamer. See Pauline Carroll, Steamer.

Carson, Mr. Mentioned Z 721

Carter, jTerryt Mentioned 254

Carter, Jonathan H. Mentioned 162, 163, 540, 810

Carter's plantation. Mentioned 505

Carthage, Tenn. Affairs in vicinity of. Report of H. A. Glassford 659

Casey, Samuel L. Mentioned 495, 496, 559

Caseyville, Ky. Affairs in vicinity of. Report of A. M. Pennock 513

Casteel, Thomas C. Mentioned . ; 313, 807

Castle, Colonel. Mentioned 212, 213, 308

Castle, F. A. Report of casualty on U. S. S. General Bragg, engagement at

Como Landing, June 16, 1864 398
Caudle, John H. Mentioned 167, 169, 176

Celeste, Steamer. Mentioned 214,526,530-532
Chalmers, James B.

Mentioned 220, 224, 233, 234, 260, 622, 667, 668
Report of operations at Paris Landing and Johnson-vdlle, Tenn., October

30 to November 4, 1864 684
Chambers, John W.

Correspondence with

Breese, K. R 298
Foster, J. P 241
Greer, J. A 281
McElroy, T .[].....].[[[[[[] 255
Radabaugh, G 256

Mentioned 250, 257-259, 320, 326
Report of attack upon U.S. steamers Petrel and Prairie Bird at Yazoo

City, Miss., April 21, and capture of U. S. S. Petrel, April 22,
1864 : 254

Champion, U. S. S. Mentioned 6 43
102. 103, 212, 239, 261, 291, 303, 317, 319, 329, 365, 474, 554, 692, 730,'749



INDEX. 825

champion.* Vesaels bearing the name of. Mentioned 6 43 63 70
72, 75, 78, 81-83, 86, 87, 102, 103, 167, 176, 179, 212, 239,"26i,'29i, 303, 317^
319, 326, 329, 365, 434, 474, 490, 491, 554, 692, 730, 749, 781, 782, 786, 787

Champion No. 3, Steamer (U. S. transport). Mentioned 63,

72, 75, 78,t 81-83,t 86, 87, 167, 176, 782, 787
Champion No. 6, Steamer (pump boat and transport). Mentioned 63,

70, 72, 75, 78, 81-83, 86, 87, 176, 434, 782, 786, 787
Chase, Salmon P. See Secretary of Treasury, U. S., also Treasury Depart-

ment, TJ. S.

Chatxnan, Mason, Mentioned 505
Cheatham, Benjamin F. Mentioned 690
Cheek,t Steamer. Mentioned 298
Cheeseman, J. W., Steamer. See /. W. Cheeseman, Steamer.

Chester, Walter M. Mentioned 123
Chettester & Co. Mentioned 458
Chickasaw, Ala. Operations at, December 24, 1864. Reports of

Lee, S. P 678
Thomas, George H 682

Chickasaw, U. S. S.

Boat expedition from, at Morgan Bend, La., June 3, 1864 359
Condition of 300
Mentioned 301, 312, 313, 317, 319, 329, 374, 388, 404, 436, 472, 474, 506, 554

Orders for movements 287, 290, 297

Shankiand, W. F., appointed to command 302
Transfer of, to West Gulf Blockading Squadron 438, 446, 450, 453

ChiUicothe, U. S. S.

Abstract log, March 7-June 8, 1864 776-780

Cooperation

In expedition for capture of Confederate battery on Atchafalaya River,

La., June 8, 1864 3G9-373

With TJ. S. Army ia the Red River expedition, Maich 12 to May 22,

1864 23-25,35,42,43,

50, 51, 68, 77, 88, 89, 91, 94, 96, 112, 124, 129, 130, 132, 138, 150, 153-157

Mentioned 300,317,319,329,445,474,

551, 554, 581, 692, 730, 749, 773, 774, 781, 782, 785, 787, 788, 789, 792, 793

Seizure of cotton by 286, 560

Chisum, Ishuza. Mentioned - 62, 175

Choctaw, U. S. S.

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition .24,

30, 35, 71, 77, 102, 103, 121, 126, 127, 129, 139, 149

Comwell, John J., appointed to command 572

Mentioned 211,

212, 237, 238, 242, 243, 254, 260, 261, 271, 276, 317, 319, 329, 369, 397,

439, 442, 474, 554, 567, 692, 730, 746, 749, 751, 762, 773, 774, 783, 789, 791

Orders for movements 240

Ramsay, F. M., relieved of command 570

Seizure of cotton by 180

Chouteau, Henry, Steamer. See Henry Chouteau, Steamer.

* Variously referred to as U. S. S. Champion, Champion No. 3, Champion No. 5, New Champion, and
Little Champion.

t Designated as New Champion,

j rrobably Mark R. Cheek.
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Cbristensen, Christian T. Page-

Correspondence with K. R. Breese 495

Mentioned.... 332,378,536,715

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant General, see Canhy, E. R. S.

Christopher, Charles H. Mentioned 555, 693, 731, 750

Church, Frank L.

Mentioned 600, 772

Report of finding of court of enquiry regarding loss of U. S. S. Undine 601

Church, Henry E. Mentioned 545,797

Cincinnati, Ohio. Recruiting work at. Reports of

Fitch, Le Roy 499

Glassford, H. A 500

Cincinnati, U. S. S. Mentioned 20, 21,242,261,317, 326,329,455,

459, 467, 616, 627, 629, 638, 639, 648, 656-659, 661, 717, 749, 758, 759, 761

Cipher Code, Confederate 403

City Belle, Steamer. Capture of, by Confederates in Red River, La 105,

107, 117, 123, 782

City of Pekin, Steamer. Attack upon, at Eastport, Miss., October 10, 1864.. 582-586

Clapp, Fayette. Mentioned 775

Clara Ames or Eames, Steamer. Capture and burning of, near Gaines Land-

ing, Ark., May 30, 1864 339,406,804,806

Clara Bell, Steamer. Mentioned 34, 130, 154, 155

Clara Dolsen, U. S. S. Mentioned 21,22,185,213,313

Clarck, Henry. Mentioned 782

Clarendon, Ark.

Operations at. Report of Michael Hickey 332

Capture of U. S. S. Queen City at, June 24, 1864. See White River, Ark.

Operations in.

Clark, Edgar. Mentioned 772

Clark,HenryE. Correspondence with T. E. Courtenay 186

Clark, Thaddeus E. Report of casualties on TJ. S. S. Naiad, engagement at

Como Landing, La., June 15, 1864 397

Clark, Wimam T. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Howard, 0.0.
Clarksville, Tenn. Affairs in vicinity of. See Nashville, Tain. Operations

near, December 3-16, 1864, etc.

Clayton, PoweU. Correspondence with F. Steele 494, 505
Clendenen, . Mentioned 186
Clinton, Ky. Affairs at. Communication from D. D. Porter 436
Clifton, Tenn. Sinking of U. S. S. Undine at, July 25, 1864. Reports of

Bryant, John L 489
Porter, D . D 489
Shirk, J. W 489

Cloud, Silver, U. S. S. See Silver Cloud, U. S. S.

Cloud, White, Steamer. See WhiU Cloud, Steamer.

Clung, C. L. Mentioned 772
Coast Survey, TJ. S.

Assimilated rank in Navy for officers of.

Recommendation of S. P. Lee 712
Report of F. H. Gerdes 711

Work performed by party detailed from, for duty on Western waters. Re-
port of F. H. Gerdes 284, 307

Coates, A. Mentioned 783
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Coates, James H. p
Mentioned j4
Report of operations at Yazoo City, Miss., March 5, 1864 16

Cobbs, Charles. Mentioned 782
Coflanberry, Henry D. Mentioned 504
Cole, William W. Mentioned 7g2
Colem.an, C. D. Mentioned 726
Coleman, Ferdinand T. Mentioned 749
Coleman, Julius A. Mentioned 397
CoUier, Allen, Steamer. See Allen Collier, Steamer.

CoUius, John F. Mentioned 751

CoUum, Bichard S. Mentioned 514
Colonel Cowles, Steamer. Mentioned 695,781

Colossus, Steamer. Purchase of 758, 760

Coltman, Dr. Mentioned 213
Colton, Ephraim. Mentioned 254

Columbia, Ark. Engagement at

June i, 1864. Reports of

Gipson, James C 354

Goodwin, Ed. M 355

Greene, Colton 806

Owen, E. K 353

Porter, D. D 353

June 2, 1864.

Abstract from record of events on return of Military Division of West
' MissiBsippi for June, 1864 356

Reports of

Greene, Colton 806

Owen, E. K 355,356

Columbus, Ky. Affairs in vicinity of.

Communications from

Brayman, M 195, 196, 203, 229, 230

Meredith, S 580

Munroe, J. H 196

Pennock, A. M 196, 204, 580, 703

Smith, C.B 204

Orders and instructions.

Pennock, A. M 226

Porter, D.D 401

Sherman, W.T 230

Reports of

Fitch, Le Roy 227

Pennock, A. M 215,701

Shirk, James W 217

Commercial, Steamer. Mentioned
_.

472, 529, 531 , 532

Como Landing, La. Engagement at, June 15-16, 1864. Reports of

Castle, F. A 398

Clark, Thaddeus E 397

Dominy,C 396,398

Keene, Henry T 396

Miller, James 399

Porter, D.D 395

Ramsay, F. M 397

Scott, J. S 399,400
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Conestoga, U. S. S. Page.

Mentioned 23,784,788

Sinking of, in collision with U. S. S. General Price, March 8, 1864 18-20

Confederate sympathizers. General order of D. D. Porter for arrest of 313

Confederate troops. Mentioned. (Eegulars). Artillery, Light—Batteries:

Semmes (Somes') 166,169

Confiscahle property. General order of S. P. Lee 761

Congress, IT. S.

Act of, authorizing Secretary of the Navy to appoint a commission to select

site for naval station on Mississippi River, etc., cited 533

Petition of Western Boatmen's Benevolent Association, requesting exemp-

tion from conscription 448

Connelly & Maloy. Mentioned 754, 755

Conner, WilUam O. Mentioned 782

Conness, John. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 294

Conrad, Lewis. For correspondence as Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

see Liddell, St. John R.

Conroe, Mr. Mentioned 186

Conroy, Patrick. Mentioned 784

Constitution, Steamer. Mentioned 1 79, 194

Continental, Steamer. Mentioned 482

Contraband goods. Disposition of 759

Contraband of war. See Trade, Restriction of.

Contrabands. Correspondence regarding 35, 177, 181, 182, 237, 388, 466, 761

Convoy. Matters pertaining to.

Communications from

Canby, E-. R. S 536

Foster, James P 536

Parsons, L. B 493

Pennock, A. M 501

Order of Robert Allen 498

Report of A. M. Pennock 498

Con-way, Correspondence with T. T. Eckert 290

Con-way, Vessel. Mentioned 344

Cook, Jeremiah B. Mentioned 17, 702
Cook, Mattie, Steamer. See Mattie Cook, Steamer.

Cooke, Philip St. George. Mentioned 349
Cooper, Charles. Mentioned '.

772
Cooper, Douglas H. Mentioned 430, 649
Cooper, Morgan. Mentioned 253
Cooper, Samuel. Mentioned 802

For correspondence as Adjutant-General, see War Department, C. S.
Copland, S. A., Mrs. Mentioned 751
Corbit, alias Hickory Dick. Mentioned 313
Comay, Florian O. Mentioned 167, 169, 176, 177
Com-weU, John J.

Appointed to command
Second District Mississippi Squadron 572
Third District Mississippi Squadron 719

Correspondence with J. B. Devoe 751
Mentioned 692, 699, 726, 730, 745, 749, 750, 753
Report of death of Charles Thatcher, and retaliatory measures 746, 762

Corse, JohnM. Mentioned 56,57,90,211
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Page.
Cotton. Correspondence regarding 9, 11, 12, 32, 35, 38, 40, 41

,

180, 182, 185, 193, 212, 237, 244, 250, 257, 263-267, 277, 282, 285, 286, 292-

296, 298, 299, 301, 306-309, 315, 320, 321, 326, 335, 342, 343, 345-347, 351,

362, 363, 365, 388, 400, 409, 412, 435, 492, 560, 562, 570, 574, 702, 721, 767
Cotton, C. S. S. Mentioned 810
Coulson, Washington C. Mentioned 643
Countess, Steamer. Destruction of, in Red River 31 164
Cotrrier, Steamer. Destruction of, August 22, 1864 516
Courtenay, Thomas E.

Correspondence with H. E. Clark 186
Mentioned 190

Courts of enquiry 600-602
Couthouy, Joseph P.

Correspondence with J. A. Greer 23

Death of 42,43,445,777,789
Mentioned 24, 286, 776

Covington, U. S. S.

Capture of steamer Gillum, P'ebruary 26, 1864 270

Loss of, during engagement on Red River, La., May 5, 1864 112-124,

127, 134, 172, 174, 772, 782

Mentioned 92, 145, 161, 175, 239, 245, 254, 271, 772

Cowles, Colonel, Steamer. See Colonel Cowles, Steamer.

Coyle, Joseph C.

Correspondence with Le Roy Fitch 390

Mentione'd 320, 387, 555, 641, 693, 731, 750

Report of capture of Moses W. Bozard 332-334

Cozzens, G. W. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 439

Crahtree, Benjamin F. Mentioned 805

Craft, Richard P. Mentioned 119,120

Crennell, John J. Mentioned 397

Creole, Belle, Steamer. See Belle Creole, Steamer.

Cricket, U. S. S.

Abstract log, March 1-May 7, 1864 780-783

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 25, 28,

30, 35, 43, 45, 50, 54, 56, 57, 60, 68, 71, 74, 76, 77, 81, 83, 85, 92,

98, 105, 108, 110, 114, 117, 129, 135, 137, 140, 146, 167, 176, 177

Firing upon rowboat in Mississippi River 761

Loss of an officer and two men from 558

Mentioned 180, 181, 249, 292, 317, 319, 326,

329, 513, 523, 554, 692, 730, 749, 762, 772-774, 778, 784, 786, 788, 789, 793

Operations in White River, Ark 735-737

Orders for movements 302, 503

Crockett's BluS, Ark. Operations near, March 31, 1864. Report of M.

Hickey 207

Croflford, John. Mentioned - - 427

CromweU, Taylor. Mentioned 772

Cronin, llichael J.

Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 503, 558

Mentioned. 554, 692, 730, 749, 761, 762, 795, 800

Crosby, Peirce. Request of S. P. I<ee for appointment of, as fleet captain

Mississippi Squadron 742

Crosby, J. Schuyler. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Banks, N. P.
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Crosier, George W. Mentioned 200

Crow, B. C. Mentioned 192

CroztoD., John T.

Correspondence with G. H. Thomas 588

Mentioned 619, 670

Report of operations on Tennessee River 588

Cnift, Charles. Correspondence with B. Harrison 677

Cuba, Steamer. Mentioned 603

Cumberland, U.S. Ship. Mentioned 20

Cumberland City, Tenn. Destruction of steamers at, December 9, 1864.

Communications from

Lee, S. P 661,664

Thomas, George H 661

Report of H. B. Lyon 688

Cumberland River. Operations in.

Communicationa from

Donaldson, J. L 485

Parsons, Lewis B 409

Pennock, A. M 516

Porter, D. D 412

Sherman, W. T 211, 491

Reports of

Coyle, Jos. C 332-334

Fitch, Le Roy 3o8, 358, 387, 441

Pertnock, A . M 704

Rousseau, L. H 566

Thompson, Charles R 567

See also Naval operations in Tennessee and Cumberland rivers in combi-

nation with forces under Major-General Thomas, U. S. Army,
opposing Major-General Hood, C. S. Army, October 10 to Decem-
ber 31, 1864, etc., pp. 582-690.

Cunningham, Edward. For correspondence as Aid-de-Camp, see Smith,

E. Kirby.

Cunningham, Richard D. Mentioned 384
Curlew, U. S. S. (No. 12).

Engagement with battery at Gaines Landing, Ark., May 24, 1864 323
Infringement of general orders by commanding officer of 297
Mentioned 4, 5, 18, 21, 22, 179, 274, 280, 284, 307, 309, 317,

319, 330, 379, 478, 554, 612, 692, 725, 730, 737, 749
Orders for movements 310, 314, 475, 476, 479

Curry, Ferryman. Mentioned 443 712 713
Curfie, George E. Mentioned 256 504
Currie, Leonard D. H. Mentioned 233
Dacotah, Steamer. Mentioned jgg
Dahha, U. S. S. Mentioned 773,776,778,785,792
Dahlgren, John A. Mentioned 325 445
Daly, J. Mentioned 370
Sana, Napoleon J. T.

Correspondence with

Bacon, George 717_ 718^ 737^ 744
Bums,T

745
Canby, E. R. S

74g
Gorringe, H. H

, ^ | ^ 744
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Dana, Napoleon J. T.—Continued.

Correspondence with—Continued. p
Osband, E. D 702
Selfridge, T. 534,539

Mentioned 536_ 537^ 722, 743, 767
Daume, Mr. Mentioned n^
Dave Hughes, Barge. Burning of, in Tennessee River 604, 605
Davids, E. W. Mentioned 253
David's Ferry, La. Loss of U. S. transport City Belle at. May 1, 1864 123, 171
Davidson's house. Mentioned 664
Davis, Charles H.

Appoiuted senior member of commission to select site for naval station on
Mississippi River, etc 533

Circular letter of, to commanders of squadrons, regarding signals 209
Correspondence with S. P. Lee ; 599, 736, 737

Mentioned 318, 711, 738
Davis, Daniel. Mentioned 506

Davis, Edmund J. Mentioned 561

Davis, George. Mentioned 419

Davis, George Leonard. Mentioned 285

Davis, Hugh. Mentioned 506

Davis, Jefferson. See President, C. S.

Davis, William (First Missouri Cavalry) . Mentioned 527

Davis, William (Second-class fireman). Mentioned 419

Davis, William B. Mentioned '. 192

Davis (Jefferson) plantation. Miss. Mentioned 284, 313, 376, 697

Davis, Joe. Mentioned 539

Dayton, Lewis M. Mentioned 383

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Sherman, W. T.

Dean, John. Mentioned 155

Deason, Green. Mentioned 84

De Casey, Berry. Mentioned 782

Decatur, Ala.

Engagement at, October 28, 1864.

Order of S. P. Lee 595

Reports of

Forrest, Moreau 595

Granger, R. S 597

Lee, S. P 594

Evacuation of, by Confederates, December 27, 1864. Reports of

Harrifion, Benjamin 677

Lee, S. P 676

Thomas, George H 681

De Gray's, Ark. Mentioned 433

De Groot, William H. H. Mentioned 773-775

De KaJb, Baron, U. S. S. See Baron De Kalb, U. S. S.

Deloach's Bluff, La. Engagement at, AprU 26, 1864. See Red River Cam-

paign. Cooperation 0/ gunboats in.

Dennet, Daniel. Mentioned 192

Deimis, John S.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 376

Mentioned 483,554,692,731,749

Report of disposition of vessels of Eighth District Mississippi Squadron. . . 480

Derby, Nelson B. Mentioned 790
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De Boe's (Madame) plantation, La. Mentioned 789

De Bussy, Fort, La. See Fort De Russy, La.

De Russy, Lewis G. Mentioned 29

De Hussy's house, La. Mentioned 59

Deshon, Henry. Mentioned 602

Des Moines, Steamer. Mentioned '. 130, 773

DevaU's Bluff, Ark.

Affairs at. See White River, Ark. Cooperative movement up, August 30-

September 6, 1864.

Attack on railroad from Little Rock to. Report of George M. Bache 521

Devoe, J. B.

Correspondence with

Comwell, J. J 751

Lee, S. P 727

Detective service performed by 750

Mentioned 236,. 262, 266, 566, 715

Report of placing of torpedoes in Mississippi River at Bayou Sara and
Tunica Bend, La 707,709,712,751

Diadem, Steamer. Mentioned 130, 774, 790

Dial, Mr. Mentioned 332

Diana, U. S. S. (M. M. B.)

Attack upon, near Gaines .Landing, Ark., May 24, 1864 803, 805
Mentioned 774

Dickerson, James M. Mentioned 490
Dickey, Johrf H., Steamer. See John H. Dichey, Steamer.

Dickson, J. Bates. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Burbridge, S. G.

Dillon, Johji. Mentioned 424
Ditzenback, John. Mentioned 640, 651, 652
Divine, Thomas. Mentioned 319, 554, 692, 730, 749
Dix, John A. Mentioned 670
Dixon, George E. Mentioned 188
Doane, Henry. Mentioned 200
Dobbin, Archibald S. Mentioned 313, 430, 521, 529, 530, 532, 748
Dodge, Grenville M. Mentioned 767
Dolsen, Clara, U. S. S. See Clara Dolsen, U. S. S.

Dominy, Cyrenius.

Correspondence with.

Banks, N . P 37
Breese, K. R 282
Castle, F. A 3gg
Miller, J 399

Mentioned 43, 206, 212, 308, 309, 319, 397, 554, 692, 710, 71 3, 714, 730, 749, 753
Reports of.

Como Landing, La. Engagement at, June 15-16, 1864 396, 398
Red River Campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 34,38
Red River, La. Operations in and about 181, 185 194

Donahue, Patrick. Mentioned 355
Donaldson, James L.

Correspondence with

Rowland, H 604,607,620
Sherman, W.T 382,485,491
Thomas, G.H 675,676
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Donaldson, James L.—Continued
nj j^. _ J

'

Page.""
286, 566, 650, 655, 658

Reports of.

Tennessee River.

Capture of XJ. S. vessels on.. gQ^
Construction of U. S. vessels on 332

Donnelly, Patrick.

Correspondence with

Breese, K. R
jq^

Greer, J. A
3q7_ 3Q9_ 3^^^ 323

Mentioned
320,555,693,731,749

Report of operations of U. S. S. Nymph between Waterproof and St.
Joseph, La 330

Dorsey, Captain. Mentioned §07
Dougherty, Tony. Mentioned 7I3 751
Dougherty, WiUiam. Mentioned 526
Dougherty, William H. Mentioned 397
Douglass, Mr. Mentioned 47O
Dove, Steamer. Mentioned 53O
Drake, George B. Mentioned 98,101,111,146,147

For correspondence as Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, see jBanfo, N.P.
Drake, Quincy I. Mentioned 498
Dudley, Philip. Mentioned 50
Duke, Hay, Steamer. See May Duhe, Steamer.

Duncan hojuse. Mentioned 47O
Duncan plantations. Mentioned 383
Dunham, Robert T. Mentioned 99, lOO
Dunlap, John. Mentioned 425
Dunn, Elisha W. Mentioned 179, 244, 284, 285, 524, 557, 568, 669
Dunn, Robert W. Mentioned 184, 187-189, 191, 192

Dunn, Thomas. Mentioned 84

Dunn's Bayou, La. Engagement at. May 5, 1864. See Red River Cam-
paign. Cooperation of gunboats in.

Dwight, Charles C. Mentioned 101, 121, 133, 548

Dwight, William. For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see Banks, N. P.

Jivryer, John B. Mentioned j 327

Dyer, Clarence H.
Correspondence with C. C. Andrews. .' 526, 527, 531, 532, 747

Mentioned : 455

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Carr, Eugene A.

E. H. FairohUd, U. S. S. (M. M. B.) Mentioned 797

Eakle, WiUiam P. Mentioned 419,426

Eames, Charles.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 412

Mentioned 318, 458

Eames, Clara, Steamer. See Clara Ames or Eames, Steamer.

Earl, Isaac N.

Mentioned 722

Report of attempts to destroy vessels in Mississippi River with torpedoes. . 525

Eastport, U. S. S.

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition, etc 24, 25, 28-30, 35, 39, 50, 65

Mentioned 7, 81-83, 85, 172, 288, 312, 705, 773-776, 784, 786, 787, 789, 790, 792

Sinking of, by torpedo, April 15, and destruction of, April 26, 1864 62,

63, 68-79, 86, 110, 167-170, 781

102008°—N w R—VOL 26—13 53
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Eastport, lOss. Attack upon TJ. S. steamers Key West and Undine and

transports at, October 10, 1864. Page.

Communication from C. C. Washburn 586

Reports of

Bryant, John L 582

King, E. M 585

Pennock, A. M 582, 584

Eaves, Lou, Steamer. See Lou Eaves, Steamer.

Eokert, Thomas T. Correspondence with

Conway 290

Van Duzer, J. C 620

Eddyville, Tenn. Engagement near. Communications from

Lee, S. P 667

Reed, Henry P 667

Edgar, James W. Mentioned 205

Edwards, Arthur. Mentioned 295, 382

Edwards, Fielding. Mentioned 299

Edwards, James W. Mentioned 564

Edwards, T. J.

Correspondence with Navy Department, TJ. S 298

Mentioned 299

Ehrman, Francis H. Mentioned 512
Eighth District IiUssissippi Squadron.

Disposition of vessels 381i 480, 720
Limits of, and vessels composing 318, 330, 732
Operations in 375

Eleventh District Mississippi Squadron. Limits of 732
Elfin,*U. S. S. (No. 52).

Loss of, near Johnsonville, Tenn., November 4, 1864 609-628, 683, 687
Mentioned 228, 273, 318, 319, 330, 337, 490, 491, 554, 582, 692

Elgee, Charles Le D. Mentioned 212, 213, 308
Elgee plantation. Miss. Seizure of cotton at 212 308
Elk, U. S. S. Orders for movements 150
Ellery, George H. Mentioned 721, 728
EUet, Alfred W. Mentioned 318, 355, 366, 481
EUibt, Benjamin. Mentioned 432
Elliott, . Mentioned 458
Elliott, Hewitt H. Mentioned 331 800
EUis, Powhatan, jr. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General see

Lee, Stephen D.
Ellis Cliffs, Miss. Affairs at. Order of D. D. Porter 305
Emerald, Steamer. Mentioned 129 774 789
Emerson, Charles S. Mentioned I33 133
Emerson, H. B. Mentioned 112-114 772
Emery, F. W. Report of torpedoes placed in Mississippi River at Bayou Sara,

I^a 706
Emma, Steamer. Destruction of, in Red River, La 102 123
Emma Boyd, Steamer. Mentioned 79I
Enunet, Bohert, Steamer. See Robert Emmet, Steamer.

Emory, WilUam H.
Correspondence with N. P. Banks \ 148
Mentioned 97, 98, 149, 163, 456, 782
Report of cooperation of gunboats in Red River campaign 148

* Formerly W. C. Mann, wbich see.
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Page.

Empire Parish., Steamer. Mentioned 348

Empress, Steamer.

Attack upon, at Gaines Landing, Ark., August 10, 1864 503-506

Mentioned 537, 539, 799, gog

English, John T. Mentioned 116

Eppler, H. B. Mentioned 443

Eresmenger, M. S. Mentioned 732

Ernst, William. Mentioned 505

Essex, U. S. S.

Bryaon, A., appointed to command 690, 700, 709

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition. . 24, 27, 30, 32, 33, 35, 39, 41, 57, 63, 71, 77

Mentioned 238, 240,

250, 251, 253, 266, 268, 288, 317, 319, 320, 329, 375, 413, 414, 447, 510,

513, 517, 519, 554, 559, 562, 573, 692, 694, 703-705, 730, 749, 773, 789

Orders for movements 239, 243

Townsend, Robert, relieved of command 709

Eunice Bluff, Red River. Engagement at. May 15, 1864 152

Everett, Peter. Mentioned 391

Ewing, Henry. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Mar-

maduke, John S.

Ewing, Thomas, jr. Correspondence with

Burris, J. T 483

Hiller, H. M 563,564

Porter, IJ. D 466

Ewing, W. L., Steamer. See W. L. Ewing, Steamer.

Exchange, U. S. S.

Condition of 727

Engagement with Confederate battery at Columbia, Ark., June 1, 1864. . 353-355,

806, 807

Mentioned 14, 16, 102, 178, 288, 305, 309, 318, 319,

327, 330, 331, 356, 364, 429, 447, 472, 478, 502, 521, 554, 558, 692, 730, 749

Seizure of cotton by 180

Fagan, James F. Mentioned 406, 407, 430, 461, 470, 494

Fahey, James. Mentioned 782

Fairchild, E. H., U. S. S. See E. JI. Fairchild, U. S. S.

Fairchild, S. Smith. Mentioned 138

Fairchild's Island, Miss. Affairs at. Orders of James A. Greer 380, 479

Fairfowl, H. W. Mentioned 541

Fairplay, U. S. S. (No. 17).

Cooperation with Federal forces against Nashville, Tenn., December 3-lG,

1864 641-645,649-651

Mentioned 216,

217, 227-229, 318, 319, 330, 367, 387, 512, 554, 691, 692, 730, 749, 758

Fairy,* U. S. S. (No. 51).

Mentioned 195,218,226,227,273,

279, 285, 300, 306, 319, 326, 330, 351, 352, 459, 489^91, 554, 557, 565,

612, 640, 676, 692, 719, 730, 736, 743, 749, 761, 763, 765, 766, 768, 769, 771

Operations on Tennessee River 678-680

Orders for movements 563, 737

Falls City, New, Steamer. See New Falls City, Steamer.

Fanny, Steamer. Purchase of 760,763,764,768,775

* Formerly Maria.
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Paries, Thomas A.

Correspondence with Page.

Bennett, M 371

Benton, T. O . 167

Polignac, C. J 171,172

Reports of.

Red River campaign. Engagements with U. S. gunboats in 167

Simmesport, La. Engagement near, June 8, 1864 370

Farley,* Captain. Mentioned 334

Fanner, John M.
Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 501

Mentioned 22

Farrag'ut, David G.

Correspondence with

Banks, N. P 106

Canby, E. R. S 696, 698

Porter, D. D 439

Mentioned 181,

326,368,380, 387, 388, 431, 436, 438, 451, 465, 511,

561, 575, 576, 580, 596, 627, 693, 097, 699, 718, 765

Farrar, Bernard G. Correspondence with J. A. Greer 410

Farrell, Thomas M.
Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 456

Mentioned 555, 693, 731, 750

Faulke and Weaver. Mentioned 267
Faulkner, Samuel. Mentioned 192

Faulkner, W. W. Mentioned 207
Faulkner, WiUiamD. Mentioned 179,-275

Fawn, U. S. S. (No. 30).

Mentioned 288,

318,319,330, 336, 447, 453, 456, 463, 467, 468, 471, 502, 52l[

526, 527, 529, 531, 554, 558, 692, 694, 730, 747, 749, 791, 796
Operations in White River and engagement at Clarendon, Ark., June 24,

1864 413-415,422-427,429,433
Fellows, Kainey & Elliott. Mentioned 458
Fenn, William P. Mentioned 414
Pennerty, Mr. Mentioned 392 393
Ferguson, Albert. Mentioned '.

254
Ferguson, William.

Acknowledgment of parole and receipt of prisoners captured at Fort Pillow,
Tenn... '

234

Correspondence with

Anderson, C. W 223
Forrest, N. B 223 224

Mentioned 221,225,320,555,693,731,750
Reports of.

Fort Pillow, Tenn. Capture of, April 12, 1864 222 231
Queen City, U. S. S. Capture of, at Clarendon, Ark., June 24 1864 413

Fern, U. S. S.

Grounding of, in Mississippi Biver oog

Mentioned ,

Orders for movements onfi oii

* Unidentiaed.
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Ferrell, John H. Mentioned g40 542 652
Feasenden, William P. Mentioned '_ _ '293

Keg, William . Mentioned 397
Field, . Mentioned 342 377
Field orders. Union 97,98,101,111,382
Fielding', ComeUus. Mentioned 782
Fifth District Mississippi Squadron.

Disposition of vessels 3Q9
Greer, Jamea A., appointed to command 316
Limits of, and vessels composing 317^ 33O
McCauIey, E. Y., appointed to command _ 574, 718, 719
Operations in 305,378
Selfridge, Thomas 0., appointed to command 462

First District Itlississippi Squadron.
Disposition of vessels 474
Foster, James P., assigned to temporary command 441
Limits of, and vessels composing 317,329
Townsend, Robert, relieved of command 573
Wilson, Byron, appointed to command 573

Fitch, Le Boy.
Correspondence with

Coyle, J. C 332,390

Glassford, H. A 645

Grovtes, G.J 644

Hammond, J. H 652

Henderson, Ky., Mayor and citizens of 384

Lee, S. P 631, 633-636, 638, 639, 647, 662, 673, 731

MiUer, C. W 643

Morgan, E 653

Pennock, A. M 226, 501, 509, 516, 520

Porter, D. D 381,401,405,577

Sherman, W. T 286

Spooner, C. W 389

Thomas, G. H 606,640,645,646,652,653,657,663,668

Watson, J 358

Mentioned 22, 207, 214-217, 228, 272-274, 279, 312,

320, 366, 485, 487, 491, 500, 514, 554, 555, 557, 611, 615, 622, 627, 628, 630,

632, 635, 637, 648, 654-656, 660, 661, 664, 670, 672, 681, 693, 706, 733, 749
Reports of.

Cincinnati, Ohio. Recruiting work at 499

Cumberland River. Operations on 358, 441

Hickman, Ky., and Island No. 8. Affairs at 245

Johnsonville, Tenn. Operations near, and destruction of U. S.

steamers Undine, Tawah, Key West, Elfin, and transports,

November 4, 1864 611

Louisville, Ky. Shipments of guns from 328

Maysville, Ky. Seizure of horses at 390

Nashville, Tenn. Operations near, December 3-16, including en-

gagements at Bell's Mills, December 3, 4, and 6, 1864 641, 649

Ohio River. Operations on 367, 375, 381, 384, 441, 488, 509, 512

Owensboro, Ky . Destruction of wharf boat and Govemmen t stores at . 532

Paducah, Ky. Affairs in vicinity of 227

Seventh and Eighth districts Mississippi Squadrons. Operations in. . 217
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Fitch., Le Roy—Oontmued.
Reports of—Continued.

Tennessee River. Page.

Construction of U. S. vessels on 183, 295, 439, 476, 488, 566

Operations on 629

Tenth District Mississippi Squadron. Operations in 387, 512

Trade. Restriction of 338, 375

Fitzgerald, John. Mentioned 798

Fitzhugh, Steamer. Mentioned 386

Fitzpatrick, Jaiiies.

Correspondence with

Harris, J. L 359

McDonald, J. A 359

Pennock, A. M 297, 565

Mentioned 555, 693, 731, 750

Flags of truce. Correspondence regarding 223, 224, 400, 607

Flanigan, Michael E.

Mentioned 248, 250

Reports of attack upon U. S. steamers Petrel and Prairie Bird at Yazoo
City, Miss., April 21, and capture of IT. S. S. Petrel, April 22,

1864 252,253

Fletcher, John. Mentioned 426

Fletcher, Thomas C. Mentioned 564

Florence, ^Ala. Affairs in vicinity of. Reports of

Lee, S. P 678

Spalding, George 676

Florence Mailer,* Steamer. Purchase of 758, 760

Flowers, Mr. Mentioned 306

Flye, WiUiam.
Mentioned 242, 320, 517, 553, 667, 671, 704, 720, 749

Reports of.

Glenney, Daniel W. Case of, accused of treacherous conduct while

commanding U. S. S. Rattler 540

Osage, U. S. S. Grounding of 339, 360

Forest Rose, U. S. S. (No. 9).

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 65,

68, 88; 89, 91, 99, 102, 106, 125, 126, 129, 145, 151-153

Mentioned 6, 7, 194, 242, 246, 261, 317, 319, 330, 364, 379, 406,

473, 478, 479, 517, 544, 553, 554, 567, 692, 730, 749, 769, 770-772, 794, 795

Operations at Bruinsburg, Miss 734

Orders for movements 3, 153, 310, 314, 315, 322, 380, 405, 413, 435, 469, 475, 476

Rogers, G. W., appointed to command 404

Seizure of cotton by 193

Forfeited and, abandoned property. General order of S. P. Lee 76^
Forrest, Moreau.

Appointed to command gunboats in upper Tennessee River 573, 577
Correspondence with

Lee, S. P 595
Morton, G 590, 592, 593, 607
Thomas, G. H 591,596,636,671

Mentioned 594, 608, 676, 677, 717, 731, 749
Reports of.

Decatur, Ala. Engagement at, October 28, 1864 595
Plag of truce. Complaint of violation of 609

*Known ofBoially as U. S. S. Oriole.
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Forrest, Nathan B.
Attack upon Memphis, Tenn., by force under, August 22, 1864. See

Memphis, Tenn.

Correspondence 'with P„g
Anderson, C. W 233
Chalmers, J. R 684
Ferguson, W 223,224
Lee, S. D 234
Young, J. T 235

Mentioned 41, 90, 195, 197-199, 204, 207, 213, 214,

220, 222, 225, 228, 230-232, 242, 245, 258, 263, 264, 274, 280, 288, 823, 334,

336, 337, 341, 351, 362, 368, 462, 517, 519, 566, 582, 587, 588, 596, 597, 604,

605, 612, 614, 620-622, 624, 629, 630, 639, 645, 646, 662, 675, 676, 687, 688

Report of operations in vicinity of Johnsonville, Tenn., October 30 to No-
vember 4, 1864 682-€84

Forsyth, Mary E., Steamer. See Mary E. Forsyth, Steamer.

Forsyth, Robert. Mentioned 735

Fort, Greenbury L. Correspondence with J. A. Greer 11

Fort Adams, Miss.

Affairs in vicinity of. Communications from S. P. Lee 743

Order of D. D. Porter to prevent erection of batteries at 303

Fort De Russy, La. Capture of, March 14, 1864. See Red River campaign.

Cooperation of gunboats in, March 12-May 22, 1864.

Fort Gibson, Ark. Supplies for. Communication from D. D. Porter 485

Fort Heintan, Tenn. Burning of steamer Mazeppa at, October 28, 1864.

Reports of

Howland, Henry 604, 620

Sinclair, William -. 624

Fort TTi-nrtma.Tij U. S. S.

Abstract log, March 1-June 8, 1864 783-788

Cooperation of, in

Expedition for capture of Confederate battery on Atchafalaya River,

La., June 8, 1864 369-373

Red River expedition 25,28,30,35,38,50,

51, 65, 73-79, 81-87, 94, 96, 110, 111, 124, 129, 131, 144, 157, 167, 176, 177

Mentioned 181,

182, 317, 319, 329, 474, 554, 692, 730, 749, 773, 774, 777-782, 789, 791, 793

Fort Pillow, Tenn.
Capture of, by Confederates under Major-General Forrest, April 12, 1864. .

Communications from

Anderson, Charles W 223,224

Ferguson, W 223

Forrest, N.B 223,234

Hurlbut, S. A 232

Wetmore, N. D., jr 224

Young, John T 235

Flag of truce for burial of dead and care of wounded. . . 223, 224, 231, 233-235

Reports of

Anderson, Charles W 234

Brayman, M 230, 232

Ferguson, W 222,231

Fitch, Le Roy 227

Foster, James P 236

Marshall, James 219

Pattison, T 221
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Fort Pillow, Tenn.-^ontinued.

Capture of, by Coiifederate3 under Major-Geneial Forrest, April 12,

1864—Continued.

Eeporta of—Continued. Page-

Pennock,A.M 214-217,273

Shirk, James W 217

Treatment of Federal troops 231,234, 235

Protection of. Orders and instructions.

Porter, D.D 239

Townsend, Robert 238

Foster, James P.

Correspondence with

Breese, K. E 152

Canby,E. R. S 497,535,698

Chambers, J. W 241

Greer, J. A 468

Keene, H. T 535

Lord, G. P 115

Pennock, A. M 469,477

Porter, D.D 441,446

Richardson, J. F 303, 311

Roberts, B. S 456

Mentioned 24, 71, 77, 102, 242, 250, 261, 271, 282, 312, 320, 403, 466,

496, 522, 536, 554, 557, 693, 707, 710, 712-714, 719, 730, 731, 749-751, 758

Relieved of command of Second District Mississippi Squadron and ap-

pointed to command Third and Fourth districts 572

Reports of.

First, Second, Third, and Fourth Districts Mississippi Squadron.

Disposition of vessels of 474

Fort Pillow, Tenn. Capture of, and expedition in Ouachita River, La. 236

Red River. Operations in and about 497

Second District Mississippi Squadron. Operations in 374, 404, 506

Trade. Restriction of 492

Tunica Bend, La. Affairs in vicinity of 534

Foster, Jesse W. Mentioned 248, 253

Foster, Kate, Steamer. See Kate Foster, Steamer.

Foster, T. J. Mentioned 192

Foster, William C. Mentioned 595

Fouke, P. B. Mentioned 241,251
Fourth District Slississippi Squadron.

Disposition of vessels 474
Foster, James P., appointed to command 572
Limits of, and vessels composing 317^ 329
McCauley, E. Y., appointed to command 730
May, Robert L.

Appointed to command 720
Relieved of command 73O

Fourth, of July. General order of D. D. Porter for observance 454
Fox, Gustavus V. Correspondence with D.D. Porter 324, 457, 458, 574, 575

See also Assistant Secretary of the Navy; also Navy Department, U. S.
Fox, Joseph, B. Mentioned 7g2
Franklin, Ben., Steamer. See Ben Franklin, Steamer.

Franklin, WiUiam B. Mentioned 44, 45, 57-59, 93, 98, 99, 163
Franks, William J. Mentioned 14 15
Frary, C. E. Mentioned 1 84
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Page.

Frear, Gabriel. Mentioned 121

Frederic, Louis. Mentioned 416

Freely, James. Mentioned 254

Freestone, Steamer. Mentioned 246, 247, 250, 252, 257, 258, 470

French., James S. Mentioned 750

Frencli, JefEerson A. Mentioned 88, 319, 547, 554, 692, 730, 749

Fretwell, J. B. Mentioned 184

Frey, Gustav A. Mentioned 253

Friganza, Komeo. Mentioned 275, 523

Frolic, Steamer. Mentioned 87

Fry, Joseph. Mentioned 398

Fry, Valentine. Mentioned 175

FuseUer, Fergus. Mentioned 166

Gaines Landing, Ark.
Affairs in vicinity of. Report of J. J. Reynolds 722

Attack upon steamer Empress at, August 11, 1864.

Communication from Frederick Steele 505

Extract from log of

Prairie Bird, U. S. S., Thomas Bums, commanding 505

Romeo, TJ. S. S., Thomas Baldwin, commanding 504

General order of W. S. Rosecrans 505

Reportof E. K. Owen 503

Engagement at, May 24, 1864. Reports of

Gree^je, Colton •. 803,805

O'NeUl, H. B 323

Engagement at, and capture of steamer Clara Eames, May 30, 1864. Re-

port of Colton Greene 804,806

Correspondence and reports regarding expected attempt of Confederates to

cross Mississippi River, October 18 to November 8, 1864.

Communications from

Bacon, George 717

Canby.E. R. S 695,696,698

Dana, N.J. T 718

Farragut, D. G 698

Pennock, A. M 697

Orders and instructions of A. M. Pennock 695, 697

Reports of

Lee, S. P 698.699

Pennock, A. M 695

GaJleger, John. Mentioned '^'^6

Gamage, WiUie, Steamer. See Willie Gamage, Steamer.

Gamble, Washington. Mentioned 772

Gangrous, Mr. Mentioned "^^j ^"7

Garrard, Kenner. Mentioned 669

Garrett, Mr. Mentioned 40, 307

Gavaret, Emile. Mentioned '°^

Gazelle, U. S. S. (No. 50).

Condition of ' 268

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 25, 35, 77, 125, 126, 154, 156

Death of commanding officer of 745, 746, 762

Mentioned 271,285,312,317,320,329,442,474,554.

692, 731, 749, 772-774, 777, 778, 786, 789, 790

Order.s fur uiovemeiita 298, 299, 304
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Page.

Gazter, Travers. Mentioned 419

Geiger, Washington F. Mentioned 455, 456

General Bragg, U. S. S.

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 38, 102, 103, 121

Engagement with Confederate battery at Como Landing, La., June 15-16,

1864 395^00

Mentioned 34, 206, 237, 261, 303, 317, 319, 329, 404, 474, 506, 554, 692,

706, 707, 709, 710, 712-714, 730, 749, 752, 753, 785, 789

Operations on Red River and vicinity 181, 185, 194

Orders for movements 282

General Bumside, U. S. S.

Dimensions and tonnage of 566

Mentioned 326, 476, 500, 573, 595, 609, 677, 731, 749

General Grant, U. S. S.

Dimensions and tonnage of 566

Mentioned 326, 476, 573, 587, 591, 731, 749

General Lyon, U. S. S.

Mentioned 106, 179, 195, 221, 236„237, 319, 370, 471, 500, 554, 692, 731, 749, 799

Orders for movements 287, 452, 496, 501, 577

General orders.

Confederate 166,175,362

Union 28, 160, 184, 192, 312-315, 317, 329, 330, 343-348, 378, 381

443, 454, 505, 524, 570, 599, 617, 618, 705, 716, 719, 729, 732, 761, 766

General Kllow, U. S. S. Mentioned 319, 826, 375, 401, 554, 692, 731, 749

General Price, U. S. S.

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 35, 43, 102, 103, 112, 127

Firing upon Confederate battery at Tunica Bend, May 19, 1864 311

Mentioned 180, 185, 239, 251, 253, 261, 271, 276, 277, 299, 317,

319, 329, 474, 554, 692, 720, 730, 749, 776, 789, 799

Operations at Ratliff's Landing, May 16, 1864 303

Orders for movements 244, 288, 291, 298

Sinking of U. S. S. Conestoga by, March 8, 1864 18-20

General Sherman, U. S. S.

Dimensions and tonnage of 566
Mentioned 326, 476, 573, 731, 749

General Thomas, U. S. S.

Dimensions and tonnage of 666
Firing upon flag of truce by, November 5, 1864 607-609
Mentioned 326, 476, 573, 677, 731, 749
Operations on Tennessee River 590,592,598

Gerard, Francis. Mentioned 424
Gerdes, F. H. Reports of.

Coast Survey, U. S.

Assimilated rank in Navy for officers of 711
Work performed by J)arty deteiled from.ior duty on Western waters. 284, 307

Gerould, Kartin L. Report of casualties on If. S. S. Eastport 86
Gibson, Fort. See Fort Gibson, Ark.

Gibson, Ludd. Mentioned 254
Gibson, Thomas.

^'^^tioned 14,305,320,555,693,731,749
Reports of.

Marmora, U. S. S. Smallpox on board of 559
Yazoo City, Miss. Operations at, March 5, 1864 15

Gibson, WiUiam H. Mentioned gQ5
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Gilbert, Henry S. Mentioned 175

Gillespie, Miss. Mentioned 277

Gillespie, Xiouis. Mentioned 86

GiUis, James H. Correspondence with K. R. Breese 150

Gillum, Steamer,

Capture of, February 26, 1864 270

Mentioned 130

Gilman, Augustus H. Mentioned 21, 22, 179, 273, 285

Gilmer, Jeremy F. Correspondence with W. H. Stevens et al 189

GUmore, Hetty, Steamer. See Hetty Gilmore, Steamer.

Gilmore, James. Mentioned 254

Gipson, Jam.es C.

Correspondence with

Goodwin, E. M 355

Lee, S. P 727

Mentioned 353,502,554,692,730,749,773

Report of engagement at Columbia, Aik., Jime 1, 1864 354

Girt, Thomas. Mentioned 783

Glasstord, Henry A.

Correspondence with

Porter, D.D 573

Sherman, W.T 587

• Thomas, G.H 659

Mentioned.. 227, 320, 382, 387, 391, 499, 555, 577, 589, 641, 643, 649, 651, 693, 731, 750

Relieved of command of U. S. S. Reindeer 488

Reports of.

Bell's Mills, Tenn. Engagement at, December 3-4, 1864 645

Cincinnati, Ohio. Recruiting work at 500

Glenney, Daniel W.
Appointed to command U. S. S. Rattler 402

Correspondence with

Greer, J. A 435,463,473

Randolph, Mr 545

Mentioned 466,538,769,794,795

Reports and correspondence in the case of, accused of treacherous conduct

while commajiding U. S. S.. Rattler, September 4, 1864.

Abstract log of U. S. S. Rattler 797-801

Communications from

Dana,N.J.T 539,546,550

Glenney, DanielW 545,546

Lynn, M.N., and Beatty,L 548

Selfridge, Thomas O ^^^

Smith, E. Kirby ^^0

Orders and instructions of Navy Department, U. S 547, 548

Reports of

Flye, William ^"
Glenney, DanielW 542,543

Hoel,W.R ^

546

Lee,S.P ^1'544

Ma;,R.L 544,

Pemiock,A.M -536
Selfridge, Thomas O - - - °^^' ^^"^

WiUets,N.B 537,545
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Gober, Daniel. Mentioned ^"^

Golden Gate, Steamer. Mentioned 336

Goll, William A. Mentioned 22

Gooch, Daniel W. Mentioned 273, 274

Goodwin, Ed. M. Report of casualties on U. S. S. Exchange, engagement at

Columbia, Ark., June 1, 1864 355

Gordon, Mr. Mentioned 213

Gordon, George H. Beport of affairs in vicinity of White River, Ark 482

Gordon, W. P. Petition of, requesting to be relieved of conscription into the

Army 725

Gorman, Pat. Mentioned 87

Gorringe Henry H.

Appointed to command U. S. S. Vindicator 578

Correspondence with

Breese, K. R 302

Dana, N.J. T 744

Porter, D.D 302,460,578

Mentioned 25, 53, 74, 77, 85, 114, 319, 555, 693, 731, 743, 744, 750, 780

Goalee, Tbomas. Mentioned 506

Goss, Green. Mentioned 214

Goudy, Jason. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 394

Mentioned 320,489,490,555,612,622,693,749

Report of affairs in vicinity of Paducah, Ky 395

Gould, Abraliam N.

Correspondence with K. R. Breese 305

Mentioned 319,553,554,692,730,749,769

Report of loss of U. S. S. Rattler in a gale, December 30, 1864 770

Goull, Elbert. Mentioned 192

Grace, John. B.

Correspondence with

Andrews, C. C 518

Steele, F 480, 526

Mentioned 319, 424, 455, 471, 473, 527, 529, 531, 554, 692, 730, 749

Report of engagements at Clarendon, Ark., June 24-25, 1864 426, 427

Gracey, Frank P. Mentioned 688

Graham, James. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Meredith, Solcrmon.

Grampus, U. S. S.

Mentioned 320, 499, 554, 692, 731, 748, 749, 756, 760, 763, 764, 768

Sebastian, Benj., appointed to command 491

Grand Gulf, Miss.

Affairs in vicinity of.

Orders and instructions of James A. Greer 3, 6, 297, 310, 475
Reports of

Gerdes, F. H 284
Greer, James A 274

Hydrographic and topographic maps of . Report of F. H. Gerdes 307
Loss of U. S. S. Rattler at, December 30, 1864 769-771

Granger, Robert S.

Correspondence with

Lowe, William M gOg
Lyon, William P 5(;g

Morton, G 594
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Granger, Robert S Continued.

Correspondence with—Continued. P
Rousseau, L. H 5gO
Thomas, G. H "" '

533
Mentioned 587,591,609,619,671,673
Reports of.

Alabama, Northern. Operations in, October 12-29, 1864 596
Tennessee River. Operations on 588,590,592

Grant, Alexander, jr. Correspondence with E. McKean 810
Grant, Alexander M.

Correspondence with

Pennock, A. M 477,561
Porter, D. D 395

Mentioned 22,320,555,693,731,749
Grant, General, U. S. S. See General Grant, U. S. S.

Grant, Ulysses S.

Correspondence with G. H. Thomas 669,674
Mentioned 7 10

90, 92, 148, 150, 159, 183, 291, 300, 301, 325, 346, 349, 377, 462, 465, 703
Graves, William H.

Correspondence with C. C. Andrews 526,530
Mentioned 527, 531, 532
Report of cooperative movement up White River, Ark. , August 30-Septem-
ber6, 1864 529

Great Bepubllc, Steamer. Mentioned 567
Great Western, U. S. S.

Mentioned 242, 309, 319, 327, 331, 335, 459, 554, 619, 692, 731, 747, 749, 763

Orders for movements 305

Green, Joseph. P. Mentioned 536,540,541

Green, Thomas. Mentioned 44, 48-50, 52, 54-56, 61, 63, 76, 162, 175, 242

Green, Thomas H. Mentioned 792

Greene, Colton.

Mentioned 406, 407

Reports of operations against U. S. gunboats and transports in Mississippi

River 803-807

Greene, Oliver D. Mentioned , 506

Greenhoff, J. Mentioned 810

Greer, James A.

Appointed to command
Fifth District, Mississippi, Squadron 316

In Mississippi River, from 'Wliite River, Ark., to Natchez, Miss 266

Correspondence with

Bickerstaff, S 5

Breese, K. R 57,63,140,291

Chambers, J. W 281

Couthouy, J. P 23

Donnelly, P 307,309,314,323

Farrar, B. G 410

Fort, G. L 11

Foster, J. P 468

Glenney, D. W 435,463,473

Hoel, W. R 6,23,475

Irwin, J 4,388

Johnston, J. V 3, 65, 310, 314, 322, 364, 380, 405
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Greer, James A.—Continued.

Correspondence with—Continued. Page.

Langthome, A. R 23,469

Laning, J 5, 283, 311, 314, 322, 330, 380, 401, 402, 406

Lee, S. P 738,748,768

Litherbury, C. W 756,768

Mitchell, J. G 23

O'Neill, H.B 297,310,314,475,479

Owen, E. K 23

Pennock, A. M 690

Phelps, S.L 295,468

Porter, D. D .'. ... 8, 12, 13, 20, 28, 443, 461, 574

Rogers, G.W 404,413,435

Samson, U. S. S., Commanding officer of 5

Slocum, H. W 476

Thomas, G.H 589,590

Townsend, R 39,238,243

Tuttle, J. M 270

Wilson, B 277

Mentioned 24, 77, 103, 139, 153, 239, 251, 261, 284, 298, 303, 312, 319
' 320, 436, 460, 467, 474, 554, 600, 691, 692, 723, 730, 739-741, 749

Reports of.

Benton, U. S. S. Movements of 246

C. J. Millar, Steamer. Illicit operations of 456
Cipher code. Confederate 403

Fifth District Mississippi Squadron. Operations in 378

Grand Gulf, Miss. Afiairs in vicinity of 274

Indianola, U. S. S. Papers and drawings regarding launching and
reconstruction of, prepared by James Laning 357

Mississippi Squadron. Purchase of vessels for 754-756, 758-760, 762-764

Natchez, Mies. Affairs in vicinity of 7, 18, 269, 410, 466
Rawlins, Steamer. Seizure of 11
Red River campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in.. 32,37,38,40,41,270,306
Red River, La. Operations in and about 8 18
Trade. Restriction of 410
Undine, U. S. S. Finding of court of enquiry regarding loss of 601
Vicksburg, Miss. Affairs in vicinity of 269 280
Yazoo City, Miss.

Affairs at 47g
Attack upon U. S. S. steamers Petrel and Prairie Bird at, April 21,
and capture of TJ. S. S., Petrel, April 22, 1864 257, 280

Requests to be relieved from duty on staff of Acting Rear Admiral S. P. Lee . 724
Retention of, in Mississippi Squadron on special duty 763

Gregory, Thomas B.

Correspondence with

Breese, K. R «» g-,

Pennock, A. M Loq

Mentioned 111,320, 554," 692," 731, 749
Report of cooperation of gunboats in Red River campaign. . 89, 104, 122, 128, 152

Gresham, Walter Q. Correspondence with J. W. Shirk '....'...
'

262
Grey Eagle,* Steamer.

Landing of contraband goods by, April 28, 1864 276
Mentioned „„.

Probably the same as Big Grey Eagle, p. 246.
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Page.
Griffin, Captain. Mentioned 495 496
Griffin, John. Mentioned 782
Griffith, John. Mentioned 260 735
Griffith's (Mrs. ) house. Mentioned 167
Grimes, James W. Mentioned 293 325
Grippin, Joseph. Mentioned 256
Groesbeck, Steamer. Mentioned 115 129
Gross, Chaxles W. Mentioned 114
Grover, Cuvier.

Correspondence with N. P. Banks 97
Mentioned 44 98

Groves, George J.

Mentioned 319, 337, 554, 641, 692, 730, 749
Report of engagement at Bell's Mills, Tenn., December 3-4, 1864, and re-

capture of steamers Prairie State, Prima Donna, and Magnet. . . 644

Guerrilla parties. Correspondence regarding formation of, on Western
waters. Communications from

Canby, E. R. S 208

Navy Department, C. S 208

Navy Department, U. S 209

Guild, Charles F. Mentioned 103, 703, 772

GuUlebert, Mr. Mentioned 40, 307

Guthrie, James M. Mentioned 798

Hagerman, Peter W. Mentioned 782

Hahn, Michael. Mentioned 321

Haines, Martin v. B. Mentioned 555,693,731,750

Haines, Matt. K. Mentioned 198

Hale, Captain. Mentioned 608

Hale, David W. Report of loss of U. S. S. Tawah, November 4, 1864 617, 618

HaU, Willard P. Mentioned 64

Halleck, Henry W.
Correspondence with

Thomas, G. H 604,619,638,659,663,673-675

Washburn, C. C 323

Mentioned 45, 334, 670, 671

HaUiday, W. P. (?)

Correspondence with K. R. Breese 281

Mentioned 460

Halsted, Frank W. Mentioned 319,554,692,731,749

Hambleton, William L. Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 558

Hamilton, Alanson. Mentioned 774

Hamilton, Joseph. Mentioned 782

Hamilton, Maiia, Steamer. See Maria Hamilton, Steamer.

Hamilton, Rose, Steamer. See Rose Hamilton, Steams.

Hammitt, Ike, Steamer. See Ike Hammitt, Steams.

Hammond, John H.
Correspondence with Le Roy Fitch 652

Mentioned 650

Hampton, G. J. Mentioned 174

Hancock, Winfield S. Mentioned 301

Hanford, William C. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 552

Hanley, Patrick. Mentioned 782
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Page.

Hanna, Joshua. Mentioned 183

Hannon, Horace A. Mentioned 776, 778

Hardeman, WilUam P. Mentioned 173, 174

Hardie, James A. Correapondence with W. Sinclair 624

Hardin, William. M. Mentioned 118

Harmon, Harry. Mentioned 85

Harper's plantation. Mentioned 779

Harrell, Abram D. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 450

Harriet Lane, U. S. S. Mentioned 26

Harrington, James M. Mentioned 396, 397

Harris, Charles. Mentioned 782

Harris, Ed. Mentioned 772

Harris, Edward A. Mentioned 525

Harris, Henry. Mentioned 84

Harris, J. Henry. Mentioned 427

Harris, James Xiouis. Report of engagement at Morgan Bend, La., June 3,

1864 359

Harris, Lewis. Mentioned 336

Harris, Solomon. Mentioned 336

Harrison, Benjamin. Report of evacuation of Decatur, Ala., by Confeder-

ates, December 27, 1864 677

Harrison, Henry A. Mentioned 772

Harrison, Isaac F.

Corre^ondence with E. K. Smith 550

Mentioned 51, 168, 173, 466, 540, 543, 548, 795, 801

Harrisonburg, La. Operations at and near. See Abstract legs of U. 8.

steamers Cricket and Lexington, pp. 780, 781, 788.

Hart, Judge. Mentioned 342, 377

Hart, Kate, Steamer. See Kate Hart, Steamer.

Hart, Ralph S. Mentioned 3,4,6,277,342

Hartford,* Steamer. Mentioned 325, 373

Hartford, U. S. S. Mentioned 698

Hastings, U. S. S. (No. 15).

Mentioned 21, 44, 55, 61, 179, 195, 273-275, 285, 287, 288, 300, 301, 318, 320, 329,

330,365,392, 394,409, 414, 415,417-420, 422, 428, 434, 438, 451, 453,454,461,

464, 467^71, 478, 482, 494, 502, 521, 528, 554, 555, 558, 692,731, 736, 749, 774

Operations in

Defense of Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 13, 14, 1864 215-218, 220, 226, 227

White River, Ark 463, 484, 532

Orders for movements 613

Hastings, Loren W. Mentioned 773, 775
Hatch, Edward. Mentioned 669
Hathaway, Frederick M. Mentioned 207, 419, 421
Hawes, James M. Mentioned 164
Hawkins, Isaac R. Mentioned igg
Hazzel, Henry F. Mentioned 419
Heap, George H.

Mentioned 94, 286, 288
Report of cooperation of gunboats in Red River campaign 110

Heap, Joseph E. Mentioned 256 573
Heiman, Fort. See Fort Heiman, Tenn.

Afterwards U. S. S. Sibyl, which see.
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Heintzelman, Samuel P. Correspondence with Page.

Oakes, Jamea 509

Pennock, A . M 509

Simpson, J. H 373,509

Willich, A 509

Helena Bar, Ark. Grounding of U. S. S. Osage on 339,360,361,451

Henarie, S. W. Mentioned 192

Henderson, John. Mentioned 798

Henderson, John B. Mentioned 293, 294

Henderson, Ky. Outrages committed by negro troops in vicinity of. Re-

port of Le Roy Fitch 384

Henderson, Ky., Mayor and citizens of. Correspondence with Le Roy
Fitch 384

Hendricks, J. G., & Co. Mentioned 754

Hennessy, Timothy. Mentioned 9

Henry Axnes, Steamer. Mentioned 355, 356

Henry Chouteau, Steamer.

Firing upon, near Bayou Sara, La 525

Mentioned 130

Hetherwick, C. Mentioned 373

Hetty Gilmore,* Steamer. Mentioned 790

Hewlitt, James R. Mentioned 798-800

Hickey, Michael.

Mentioned 320,386,418,419,421,430,807

Reports of.

Clarendon, Ark. Affairs at 332

Widte River, Ark. Operationsin 207

Hickman, Ky., Affairs in vicinity of.

Commimications from

Brayman, M 195

Lee, S. P 771

Prince, Henry 385

Orders and instructions of D. D. Porter 387, 401

Reports of

Fitch, LeRoy 245

Pennock, A. M 273

Thomas, Lloyd 400

Hicks, Stephen G.

Correspondence with M. Brayman 229, 230

Mentioned 196-199,203,205,227,228,233

Higgins, John. Mentioned - '38

Higgins, Robert. Mentioned 8^

Highland, Isaac. Mentioned '^^i 122

Highland, John. Mentioned ^^^' '21

Hilderbrand, S. Mentioned ^19

Hilgard, J. E. Mentioned 'II

Hill,t • Mentioned ^"5

HiU, ColoneL Mentioned 525,526,712

Hill, Benjamin J. Mentioned "'

'

Hill, Frederic S.

Mentioned 273,517,553,555,693,731,735,750

Report of expedition to Island No. 68, Mississippi River, November 7, 1864
. 721

* Steamer Hattie Gilmore is mentioned in Vol. 23. t Unidentified.

102008°—N w R—VOL 26—13 54
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Hill, B. E., Steamer. See R. E. Hill, Steamer.

Hiller, Hiram M. Tage.

Correspondence with T. Ewing, jr 563, 564

Report of expected attack upon Cape Girardeau, Mo 564

TTinTnaTi
j Mr. Mentioned 358

TTillmHTi
j C. E., Steamer. See C. E. Hillman, Steamer.

Hmdman, Fort, U. S. S. See Fort Hindman, U. S. S.

Hines, Ad., Steamer. See Ad. Hines, Steamer.

Hirch-barger, L. C. Mentioned 184

Hobbs, . Mentioned 187

Hobbs, Jennie, Steamer. See Jennie Hohhs, Steamer.

Hobson, Edward H. Mentioned 373

Hoel, William R.

Correspondence with

Greer, J. A 6,23,475

Lee, S. P 747

Slocum, H. W 479

Mentioned 3, 25, 77, 144, 316, 320, 466, 476, 478, 544, 555, 693, 731, 744, 750, 796

Beports of.

Glenney, Daniel W. Case of, accused of treacherous conduct while

commanding U. S. S. Rattler 546

Red River Campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 112

Hoffman, Southard. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Thmrm, G. H.

Hoge, George B.

Correspondence with C. C. Washburn 586

Mentioned 582-585

Holabird, Sam.uel B. Mentioned 37

Holmes, Shepley B. Mentioned 14, 16, 248, 253, 259

Holt, George. Mentioned 254

Hood, John B.

Correspondence with H. B. Lyon 688

Mentioned 506, 582, 587-589, 592, 594-597, 614,

620,632, 633, 635-640, 645-648, 668-670, 672-675, 678-680, 682, 684, 722

Report of battle of Nashville, Tenn., December 15-16, 1864 689

Hooker, Joseph. Correspondence with G. H. Thomas 276

Hope, Steamer. Mentioned 452

Hopkins, Mr. Mentioned 9

Homer, John W. Mentioned 609

Hough, John. For correspondence, see Smith, Andrew J.

Houhege, Herman. Mentioned 714

Housatonic, U. S. S. Mentioned 186, 188
Housel, Benjamin F. Mentioned 185
Hovey, Alvin P. Mentioned 510, 514
Howard, . Mentioned 314
Howard, John. Mentioned 397
Howard, Oliver O. Correspondence with J. H. Coates 16
Howard, Samuel.

Correspondence with

Breese, K. R 303
Lee, S. P 733
Porter, D. D 303

Mentioned 25, 77, 320, 555, 641, 651, 693, 731, 749
Howdon, Bobert. Mentioned 7g0 754
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Page.

Ho-we, James H. Correspondence -with J. C. Veatch 202
Ho'well, Mrs. Mentioned 286
Howland, Henry.

Correspondence with

King, E. M 623
Treat, S.W 623

Mentioned 566, 624-626

Reports of.

Johnsonville, Tenn. Operations at, October 30 to November 5, 1864. . 620

Tennessee River. Capture of U. S. vessels on 604
Venus, Steamer. Recapture of, November 2, 1864 607

Hubbard, Thomas H. Mentioned 133, 138

Hubbell, Robert K. Mentioned 80

Hugliart, Citizen. Mentioned 391

Hughes, Aaron K. Mentioned 738

Hughes, Dave, Steamer. See Dave Hughes, Steamer.

Hughes, Pilot. Mentioned 241

Hughey, William M. Mentioned. 806, 807

Hull, Joseph B.

Correspondence with

Missimer, H 287

Pennock, A. M 290, 497

Report of completion of U. S. S. Winnebago 236

Hume, James H. Mentioned 538, 539, 797-799

Humphrey, Charles H. Mentioned 557

Hunt, Henry. Mentioned 254

Hunter, Colonel. Mentioned 525

Hunter, Mr. Mentioned 265

Hunter, Charles. Mentioned 419

Hunter, Joseph H. C.

Correspondence with N. B. Buford 403

Mentioned 402, 417, 430

Htuxter, Porter. Mentioned 85

Hunter, WiUiam B. Mentioned 98, 271

Huntress, U. S. S. (No. 58).

Mentioned 325,

330, 367, 381, 382, 408, 434,-435, 480, 554, 563, 564, 692, 720, 724, 731, 749

Operations at

Island No. 8, Mississippi River 483

New Madrid, Mo., and vicinity 385

Orders for movements 376

Hurd, Jacob S. Mentioned 102,178,305

Hurlbut, Stephen A.

Correspondence with

Andrews, G. L 20

Brayman, M 203

Ferguson, W 231

Pattison, T 232

Mentioned 221,237,272,274,519,714

Huston, William. Mentioned 783

Hyacinth, U. S. S. Mentioned 3,6,7,178,311

rbervUle, Steamer. Grounding of, in Red River 44

Idaho, Steamer. Order for seizure of 413
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Ike Hammitt, Steamer. Page.

Collision of, with U. S. S. New Era 240

Mentioned 212,221,237,273,277,302,792

Orders for movements 281

Illinois, Steamer. Mentioned 798

ZUinois Central Bailroad. Shipment of supplies over 375

lUinoiB Troops. Mentioned. Infantry—Regiments: 11th, 14, 16, 17, 702;

54ih, 529, 531; 61st, 529, 531; 81st, 531; 95th, 49, 530; 113th, 582,

585; 120th, 582, 585.

Independence Day. General order of D. D. Porter for observance 454

Indiana Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry—Regiments: 11th, 597; 13th, 597.

Infantry—Regiments: 47th, 209.

Indian traders. Transportation of goods for. Commvmication from Treas-

ury Department, U. S 12

Indianola, U. S. S.

Correspondence regarding raising of 5, 178, 283, 357, 722, 723

Mentioned 6, 26, 322, 330, 452, 517, 523, 576, 704, 759

Infemeus, A. Mentioned 810

Ingram, Chief of couriers. Mentioned 313

Interior Department, IT. S. Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S. 12

Iowa Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry—Regiments: 9th, 456.

Infantry—Regiments: 8th, 519; 12th, 321, 417, 430.

Ironclads.

Return of, from West GuU Blockading Squadron to Mississippi Squadron. 761, 765

Transfer of, from Mississippi to West Gulf Blockading Squadron 379,

387, 436, 438, 446, 450, 453, 465, 472, 561, 575, 576, 579-581, 627

Irwin, Jeremiah.

Correspondence with J. A. Greer 4, 388

Mentioned 320, 554, 692, 731, 749

Island No 8, Mississippi Biver. Affairs at. Reports of

Burris, John T 483

Fitch, LeRoy 245

Island No. 34, Mississippi River. Difficulty of navigation in vicinity of.

Report of Byron Wilson 502

Island No. 68, Mississippi Biver. Expedition to, November 7, 1864. Re-
port of Frederic S. Hill ; 721

Ivy,U. S. S. Mentioned 65,775,779,783

J. H. Lacey, Steamer. Mentioned 790

J. B. WlUiams, Steamer. Mentioned 344

J. W. Cheeseman, Steamer. Capture of, in Tennessee River, October 30,

1864 603-605,620,621,624,682,685,686
Jack, Thomas M. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Polh, Leornidas.

Jackson, Calvin C.

Correspondence with S. P. Lee 740
Mentioned 738, 739, 754-756, 758, 760

Jackson, Henry B. Mentioned 689
Jackson, Baph. Mentioned 712, 713
Jackson, Bobert. Mentioned 254, 772
Jackson, Virgil. Mentioned 427
Jackson, William H. Mentioned 676
Jackson's plantation. Mentioned 365
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Jacobs, jrohiL W. Mentioned 806 807
James,* Captain (C. S. A.). Mentioned 798, 799
James,* Lieutenant (C. S. A.). Mentioned 799
James, Joshua. Mentioned 537, 538, 542, 549, 798, 800
James' (Joshua) plantation. Mentioned 537-539, 543, 549, 550, 797, 798
James, Wiley. Mentioned 726

James Battle, Steamer. Mentioned 43

James White, Steamer. Mentioned 799

Janeau, Justin. Mentioned 40, 307

JeSers, William Ij. Mentioned 806

Jenes, WiUiam. Mentioned 182

Jenkins, Henderson. Mentioned 254

Jennie Hobbs,t Steamer. Mentioned 394

John H. Dickey, Steamer. Mentioned 747

John Baine, U. S. S. (M. M. B.). Mentioned 774

Johnson, Landsman. Mentioned 602

Johnson, AdamB. Mentioned 509,510,514

Johnson, Andrew. Correspondence with G. H. Thomas 669

Johnson, Edward. Mentioned 689

Johnson, Ephraim. Mentioned 253

Johnson, Haden. Mentioned 419

Johnson, Nat. P. Mentioned 795

Johnson, Bichard W.
Correspondence with J. H. Wilson 664

Mentioned 670, 681

Johnson, Bobert. Mentioned 22

Johnson's place. Mentioned 40, 306, 313

Johnsonville, Tenn.
Establishment of magazine at. Order of S. P. Lee 720

Operations near, and destruction of U. S. steamers Undine, Tawah, Key

West, Elfin, and transports, November 4, 1864.

Communications from

King, E. M - 623

Thomas, George H 616

Orders and instructions.

Howland, Henry 623

Lee, S. P 616-618

Reports of

Beauregard, G. T 687

Chalmers, James R 686

Fitch, Le Roy 611

Forrest, N.B 683

Hale, D.W 617,618

Howland, Henry 620

King, Edward M 610,615,616

Lee,S.P 609,611

McConnell, S. J 626

Shirk, James W 610, 615, 628

Sinclair, WUliam 624

Thomas, George H 619

Van Duzer, J. C 620

Unidentified. t Jennie HuTjbs in Army War Records, vol. 41, pt. 3.
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Johnston, John V.

Correspondence with Page.

Breese, K. R 68,125,151

Burnet, William 193

Greer, J. A 3, 65, 310, 314, 322, 364, 380, 405

Owen, E. K 315

Porter, D. D 98,153

Bamsay, F. M 129

Smith, W 68,88,89,91

Mentioned 6, 319, 330, 475

Johnston, Joseph B.

Correspondence with War Department, 0. S 802

Mentioned 42, 368

John Warner, Steamer. Loss of, in Red River, La., May 5, 1864 112-124

126, 127, 134, 174, 782

Jolahie, Steamer. Mentioned 336

Jones, J. C. Mentioned 372

Joues, Junius Alexander. Mentioned 772

Jones, Lew. Mentioned 254

Jones, Le-wis. Mentioned 121, 122
Jones, Nick. Mentioned 254
Jones, Wiley. Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 369
Jordan, A. M. Mentioned 84,85
Jordan, Meltiah.

Correspondence with K. R. Breese 126
Mentioned 129

Jos. Pierce, Steamer. Mentioned 545
Jowbart, David. Mentioned 798
Judge Torrence, U. S. S.

Condition of 271
Mentioned 18, 103, 238, 242, 277, 317, 320, 330, 554, 692, 731, 736, 749, 770
Orders for movements 4 13 sgg

Juliet, U. S. S. (No. 4).

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 75-77, 81-87, 110, 167 177
Mentioned 317 320 326 329

374, 389, 404, 434, 506, 523, 554, 557, 692, 731, 749, 767, 772, 782, 786, 787
Orders for movements 1 278 560
Seizure of cotton by 212, 308* 365

Kane, A. Jackson. Mentioned 333 334
KansasTroops. (Union). Mentioned. Artillery,Light—Batteries: let, 621,622,625.
Kate Foster,* Steamer. Mentioned

7(54 753
Kate Hart, Steamer. Mentioned 526 527 529
Kay, EUwood. Mentioned 7g2
Kearny, Hugh M. Mentioned 192
Kearny, P. F. Mentioned 292
Keene, Henry T.

Correspondence with

Breese, K.R 239 305
Clark, T. E

397
Porter, D. D

3Qg
Mentioned 273, 320, 534,' 555,' 693,' 731, 749

Probably Kate B. Portef, afterwards U. S. S. Kate.
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Keene, Henry T Continued.

Reports of. ^^^
Como Landing, La. Engagement at, June 15, 1864 396
Rowe's Landing, La. Engagement at, September 2, 1864 535
Tunica Bend. Affairs at 508

KeUey, Captain. Mentioned 310
Kelley, David C. Mentioned

, . . 682, 685
KeUey's Crossing, Tenn. Engagement at. See Eddyville, Term. Engage-

ment near.

Kellogg, Mr. Mentioned 799
Kelly, John. Mentioned 798
Kemper, Andrew C. Mentioned 509

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Eeintzelman, S. P.
Kendall, Charles F.

Correspondence with S. P. Lee 740

Mentioned 183, 717, 738, 739, 741, 756, 763, 768

Kennett, Steamer. Mentioned 386

Kent, Alonzo W. Mentioned 84

Kenton, Steamer. Attack upon, at Eastport, Miss., October 10, 1864 582-586

Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) Artillery, Li^t—Batteries:
Cobb's (Gracey's), 688.

Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Cavalry—Regiments: 5th, 207; 17th, 667.

Infantry—Regiments: 48th, 667.

Miscellaneous—Fungo Home Guards, 333.

Kenwood;U. S. S. (No. 14).

Expedition in retaliation for killing of Acting Master Thatcher 762

Mentioned 68,88,92,237,242,261,

271, 287, 288, 317, 320, 329, 374, 474, 521, 525, 554, 693, 731, 749, 772, 798

Orders for movements 152

Seiziire of cotton by 562

Keota, Steamer. Mentioned 336

Key West, U. S. S. (No. 32).

Attack upon, at Eastport, Miss., October 10, 1864 582-587

Loss of, near Johnsonville, Tenn., November 4, 1864 609-628,683,687

Mentioned 216, 228, 229, 318, 320, 330, 337, 514, 554, 607, 693

Kickapoo, U. S. S.

Mentioned 455, 460, 467, 554, 693

Orders for movements 477

Transfer of, to West Gulf Blockading Squadron 576, 579, 580

Woods, D. C, appointed to command 462

Kidlers, George. Mentioned 254

King, Charles.

Appointed to command U. S. S. Little Rebel 241

Mentioned 820,555,693,731,750

King, Edward H.
Correspondence with

Howland, H 623

Shirk, J. W 610,615,616

Mentioned 320,554,

583, 584, 587, 607, 609, 611, 612, 614, 619, 621, 622, 624-626, 628, 693

Reports of.

Eastport, Miss. Attack upon U. S. steamers Key West and Undine

and transports at, October 10, 1864 585
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King, Edward II.—Continued.

Reports of—Continued.

, Johnsonville, Tenn. Operations near, and destruction of TT. S. steam-

ers Undine, Tawah, Key West, Elfin, and transports, November Page.

4, 1864 610, 615, 616

King, Enoch P. Petition of, requesting to be relieved of conscription into

theArmy 725

King, Henry. Mentioned 798

King, James W.
Correspondence with D. D. Porter 450

Mentioned 236,287

King, Thomas. Mentioned 205

Kingdom, John. Mentioned 253

Kinninment, David L. Mentioned 410

Kinsey, William B. Mentioned 133, 138

KirkendaU, Charles H. Mentioned 160

Kitchen, Solomon G. Mentioned 385, 806

Knapp, Banvers D. Mentioned 539, 798

Kneeland, Samuel M. For correspondebce as Acting Assistant Adjutant-

General, see Granger, R. S.

Knight, M. Mentioned 206

Knights, Thomas. Mentioned 443

Knights, WiUiam. Mentioned 443

Knowles, Warren P. Mentioned 801

Kribben, WiUiam J.

Mentioned 726

Petition of, for exemption of pilots from conscription 448

Lacey, J. H., Steamer. See /. H. Lacey, Steamer.

La Cross, Baromer. Mentioned 782

Iia Crosse, Steamer. Mentioned 194

Lady Pike, Steamer. Mentioned 220, 426, 455
Lafayette, U. S. S.

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 24, 30, 35, 71, 77, 117, 152

Mentioned 236-238, 242, 261, 303, 317, 320, 329, 330, 374, 404, 468, 469,

474, 492, 493, 497, 506, 516, 524, 525, 534, 554, 693, 731, 749, 751, 773, 789
Orders for movements 240

Lafiy or Laffey, Bartlett. Mentioned 14, 253
Lake, Silver, U. S. S. See Silver Lake, U. S. S.

Lake City, Steamer. Mentioned 344
Lamport, Bichard T. Mentioned 792, 793
Lancaster No. 4, Steamer. Mentioned 239, 243
Landis, Steamer. Firing upon, near Port Hudson, La., June 16, 1864 399, 400
Landry, Sergeant. Mentioned 165
Lane, Harriet, U. S. S. See Harriet Lane, U. S. S.

Lane, James H. Mentioned 293
Langthome, Amos B.

Correspondence with J. A. Greer 23 469
Mentioned 6, 11, 25, 77, 320, 406, 435, 555, 693, 73l[ 791
Reports of.

Cotton. Seizure of IgQ
Red River Campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 144

Laning, James.
Correspondence with J. A. Greer 5, 280, 311, 314, 322, 330, 380, 401, 406
Mentioned 310,320,555,693,704,731,794
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Iianing, Jataes—Continued.

Papers and drawings by, for launching and reconstructing the U. S. S. Page.

Indianola 357
Believed of command of U. S. S. Rattler 402, 722, 723
Report of raising of U. S. S. Indianola 178

Lathrop, Solon H. Mentioned 520
For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Paine, Eleazer.

Laurel, U. S. S. Mentioned 102
Laurel Hill, Steamer. Mentioned 776, 785, 798

La Valley, George. Mentioned 427
Lavinia Logan, Steamer. Mentioned. 325, 326, 367
Lawler, Dennis. Mentioned 782

Lawler, Michael E.
Con-espondence with

Andrews, G. L 525

Canby, E. R. S 522

Mentioned 535

Report of affairs in vicinity of Morganza, La 561

Lawrence, John W. Mentioned 339

Lawrence, William H. (34th N. J. Inf.). Mentioned 215, 226

Lawrence, Wmiani H. (17th Ky. Cav.). Mentioned 667

Lawterman, H. R. Mentioned 798

Lawther, Bobert B. Mentioned 415, 417, 791, 805, 806

Lebanon, Steamer.

Capture and burning of. May 24, 1864 806

Mentione'd : 406

Lecompte's plantation. Mentioned 775

Lee, Captain. Mentioned 36

Lee, Albert L.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 36

Mentioned 58, 482, 494, 808

Lee, Bobert E. Mentioned 42, 150, 291, 301, 325

Lee, Samuel Phillips.

Appointed to command MissisBippi Squadron 693, 699-701, 706, 716, 717

Correspondence with

Allen, R 631

Atkinson, J. W 719

Bacon, G - 723,743

Bickerstaff, S 739

Boone, T.G 722

Bryson, A 733, 736

Buford, N. B 746

Canby,E. R. S 716,735

Comwell, J. J 746,762

Davis, C. H 599, 736, 737

Devoe, J. B 727,750

Forrest, M 595

Forrest, N.B 234

Fitch, Le Roy 611, 629, 631, 633-636, 638, 639, 641, 647, 649, 662, 673, 731

Gerdes, r. H 711

Gipson, J. C 727

Gordon, W.P 725

Greer, J. A 724, 738, 748, 754, 755, 758-760, 762, 764, 7C8

Hill, F. S 721
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Iiee, Samuel Ftullips—CoBtinued.

Correspondence with—Continued. Page.

Hoel, W. R 747

Howard, S 733

Jackson, C. C 740

Kendall, C.F 740

King, E. P 725

Laning, James 722

Livingston, J. W 758

McCauley, E. Y 600, 718, 719, 723, 730, 734, 743, 759, 769

McElroy , T 248

May, R. L 544

Meredith, S 637,665,666,706,771

Mitchell, J. G 709, 720, 724, 728, 741, 742, 746, 758

Morgan, E 117

Navy Department, U. S 547,548,708,724,764,765

Paducah, Ky
.

, Commanding naval officer at 706

PattiBon, T 721

Pennock, A. M 717, 732, 733, 737

Pettey, J. B 726

Reed, H. P 706

Rogers, G. W 745

Sebastian, B 747

Shirk, J. W 599, 606, 610, 615-^17, 628, 630, 632, 633, 720, 733

Spiithland, Ky., Commanding naval officer at 706

Thomas, G. H 616,

631, 632, 635-«39, 654-658, 660-662, 664-668, 670-673, 675, 678-680, 717

Townsend, R 709

Volunteer, U. S. S., Commanding officer of 633
WooUolk, A. C 707

General orders 599, 716, 719, 729, 732, 761, 766
Mentioned 249, 445, 575, 603, 658, 659, 674, 681, 712, 715, 751
Reports of.

Big Black River, Miss. Destruction of raih-oad bridge over, Novem-
ber, 27, 1864 743

Bruinsburg, Miss. Captures made opposite 734
Canby, E. R. S. Wounding of, in White River, Ark 736
Chickasaw, Ala. Affairs in vicinity of 678
Cricket, U. S. S. Firing upon small boat in Mississippi River, Decem-

ber 14, 1864 761
Cumberland River. Operations on 647
Decatur, Ala.

Engagement at, October 28, 1864 594
Evacuation of, December 27, 1864 676

Gaines Landing, Ark. Expected attempt of Confederates to cross
Mississippi River at 698 699

Glenney, Daniel W. Caae of, accused of treacherous conduct while
commanding U. S. S. Rattler 541^ 544

Greer, J. A. Postponement of detachment of, from Mississippi Squad-

., ^ ^™. 763
Johnsonville, Tenn. Operations near, and destruction of U. S. steamers

Undine, Tawah, Key West, Elfin, and transports, November 4,
^^^

609,611



INDEX. 859

Lee, Samuel Phillips—Continued.
Reports of—Continued.

Mississippi Squadron.

Disposition of vessels of 73O 749
Inspection of, by fleet surgeon. '754
System of supplies in ygg

Nashville, Tenn.
Battle of, December 15-16, 1864 668 672
Operations near, December 3-16, 1864, including engagements at

Bell's Mills, Decembers, 4, and 6 640,648
Obion River, Tenn. Capture of arms and ammunition on 757
Petrel, U. S. S. Capture of, in Yazoo River, Miss., April 22, 1864. . . 249
Pilots. Drafting of, for service in the Army 725
Rattler, U. S. S. Loss of, in a gale, December 30, 1864 769
Signal, U. S. S. Loss of. May 5, 1864 /_[ 116
Tennessee River. Operations on 627
Trade. Restriction of 728 741
Undine, U. S. S. Capture of, in engagement at Paris Landing, Tenn.,

October 30, 1864 598,599,627
Request of, for

Appointment of Peirce Crosby as fleet captain, Mississippi Squadron. . 742
Return of ironclads from West Gulf Blockading Squadron 761, 765

I<ee, Stephen D.

Correspondence

Pori«8t, N. B 234
Scott, J. S 400^ 40S

Mentioned 323, 597
Lee, WiUlam P. Mentioned 83 785
Learning, Mack J. Mentioned 224 235
Lenthall, John. Mentioned 556
Leonard, Michael. Mentioned 424
Le Bhoades, F. Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 265

Levier, Jacob S. Mentioned 116

Levy & Brothers. Mentioned 454

Le-wis, Major. Mentioned 180,792

Lewis, Mr. Mentioned 486

Lewis, Ben. Mentioned 85
Lewis, J. Mentioned 185

Lexington, U. S. S.

Abstract log, March 1-June 28, 1864 788-791

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 25,

29, 35, 42, 49-53, 61, 75, 77, 78, 80, 86, 94, 96, 124, 130, 131

Engagement at White River Station, Ark., June 22, 1864 415-417

Flye, William, appointed to command 720

Mentioned 19, 285, 317, 320, 329, 407, 414, 420, 429, 464, 467, 496, 502,

521, 554, 555, 558, 667, 671, 693, 731, 749, 753, 774, 777, 780, 784, 785, 787

Orders for movements 733

Seizure by, of steamers Mattie, M. Walt, and R. E. Hill, at Beulah Land-

ing, Miss., June 15, 1864 392-394, 562

Seizure of cotton by 180

Liberty, Steamer. Mentioned 130

LiddeU, James F. Mentioned 119
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Idddell, St. John B.

Correspondence with Page.

Menard, Jos 264

Taylor, E 263

Mentioned 165, 169

lakens, James B. Mentioned 168, 173

Lilly, Albert. Mentioned 253

IdUy Martin, Steamer. Mentioned 350

Linden, U. S. S. (No. 10).

Mentioned Ill, 318, 330, 567

Seizure of cotton by 562

Lindley, Henry. Mentioned 15

Luidsey, James E. Mentioned 192

Lindsey, WiUiam M. Mentioned 192

Lioness, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 130

Lippett, Henry. Mentioned 224

Litherbury, Charles W.
Correspondence with

Greer, J. A 756,768

Pennock, A. M 373

Mentioned 731, 749, 763, 768

Little Champion, Steamer.

Mentioned I79, 490, 491
Orders for movements 326

Little Kebel, U. S. S.

Grounding of, in Mississippi River, April 4, 1864 211
King, Charles, appointed to command 241
Mentioned 179, 181, 237, 317, 320, 329, 555, 693, 731, 749, 772, 789
Orders for movements 726

Little Bock, Ark.

Attack on railroad between Devall's Bluff and. Report of George M. Bache 521
Supplies for. Communication from Lewis B. Parsons 10

Livingston, John W.
Correspondence with S. P. Lee 758
Mentioned 757

Livingston, Bobert B. Mentioned 386
Llewellyn, Colonel. Mentioned 473
Lloyd, Q., Steamer. See Q. Lloyd, Steamer.

Loan, William F. Mentioned 118-121
Lobdell, Mrs. Mentioned 323
Lochbaum, Greorge. Mentioned

_ 424
Logan, George W. Correspondence with E. K. Smith I65
Logan, Lavioia, Steamer. See Lavinia Logan, Steamer.

Logwood, Thomas H. Mentioned con

Long, Mr. Mentioned 274
Longstreet, James. Mentioned gQ2
Longworth, Nicholas, Steamer. See Nicholas Longworth, Steamer.
Lope, WiUiam H. Mentioned

^54
Lord, George P.

Correspondence with

Breeee, K. R „„

Foster, J. P ' ,,.

Mentioned 114, 118, 134, 271,554, 692,730, 749
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^ Lord, George P. —Continued.

Report of loss of U. S. S. Covington, in engagement at Dunn's Bayou, La., Page.

May 5, 1864 112
Request of, that a Mississippi pilot be assigned to U. S. S. Chillicothe 551

liou Eaves, Steamer. Mentioned 509, 512
. Louisiana. Affairs in. Reports of

Greer, James A 466
Owen, E. K 327,406

Louisiana, C. S. S. Mentioned 568
Louisiana, Governor of. Mentioned 321
Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Heavy—Battalions: 2d (Logan's), 165.

Artillery, Light—Batteries: Benton's, 167, 169, 177; Boone's, 370, 371, 373;

Crescent, 372, 373, 780; St. Mary's Cannoneers (Comay's), 167,

169, 176.

Cavalry—Regiments: 3d (Harrison's), 508, 548; 4th (McNeiirs), 795.

Infantry—Regiments: 26th, 443.

Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) Infantry—^Regiments: 8th, 16.

Louisvine, U. S. S.

Cooperation of, with XJ. S. Army in the Red River expedition, March 12 to

May 22, 1864 23-25,35,

50, 65, 77, 94, 96, 106, 124, 130, 132, 138, 142, 144, 145, 152

Engagement with Confederate battery at Columbia, Ark., June 2, 1864 355-357

Mentioned 305,309,

315, 318, 320, 326, 330, 353, 364-366, 446, 465, 470, 471, 485, 518, 554, 557,

• 693, 723, 731, 743, 744, 749, 773, 774, 776, 777, 779, 782, 789, 792, 793, 806

Operations at

Gaines Landing, Ark 331

Skipwith's Landing and vicinity 335, 339, 383, 406, 407, 503, 717, 727

Seizure of cotton by 560

Lound, Mr. Mentioned 545

Love, George M. Mentioned 133, 138

Lowe, Wmiam M.
Correspondence with R. S. Granger 608

Mentioned 607, 609

Lucy, Barge. Mentioned 195

Lush., D. W. Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 265

Lyne, W. H. Mentioned 174,175

Lynn, M. N. Correspondence with S. L. Phelps 548

Lyon, General, U. S. S. See General Lyon, U. S. S.

Lyon, Hylan B.

Correspondence with J. B. Hood 688

Mentioned 605, 622, 649, 655, 661-667, 671, 672

Report of destruction of steamers at Cumberland City, Tenn., December 9,

1864 688

Lyon, Southwell. Mentioned 114, 782

Lyon, WiUiam P.

Correspondence with

Granger, R.S 568

Morton, G - 592

Report of operations on Tennessee River 568, 592, 593

Lyons, Henry. Mentioned 116

Lyons, Michael. Mentioned 121

McArfchur, James N. Correspondence with S. Meredith 580
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lIcArthur, John. Page.

Correspondence with T. McEhoy 247

Mentioned 245, 246, 250, 252, 254, 257, 258, 669

McCammett.* Pilot. Mentioned 763,768

McCarty, George. Mentioned 782, 783

McCaxty, James. Mentioned 9, 10

McCauley, Ed-ward Y.
Appointed to command

Black Hawk, U. S. S 694,704

Fifth District Mississippi Squadron 574, 718, 719

Fourth District Mississippi Squadron 730

Correspondence with

Gould, A. N 770

Lee, S. P 600,723,743,759

Willets, N. B 770

Wright, C. A 734

Mentioned 692, 749
Relieved of command Fifth District and appointed to command U. S. S.

Black Hawk 704

Reports of.

Bruinsburg, Miss. Captures made opposite 734
Rattler, U. S. S. Loss of, in a gale, December 30, 1864 769
Undine, U. S. S. Capture of, at Paris' Landing, Tenn., October 30,

1864.

, Capture of signal book 600
Finding of court of enquiry 601

McCaiUy, George. Mentioned II9
SlcClemand, John A.

Correspondence with N. P. Banks 100
Mentioned 97,98,102,271

McCloskey, Frank.

Correspondence with Perry WUkea II4
Mentioned 112 115

McCloskey, James. Mentioned 164-166
IlcClurg, George. Mentioned Hg 772
McCook, Edward M. Mentioned ggg
JlcConneU, Samuel J. Report of operations about Johnsonville, Tenn.

November 4-5, 1864 g26
McCormick, Michael. Mentioned 12i 770
McCoy, Arthur C. Mentioned oqq

McCray, Thomas H. Mentioned 521
McCulloch, Robert. Mentioned 224
McDonald, Sergeant. Mentioned yog
McDonald, John A. Reports of.

Morgan Bend, La. Engagement at, June 3, 1864 359
Paducah, Ky. Cooperation of U. S. steamers Peosta and Paw Paw, in

repulse of attack upon, March 25, 1864
'

2OO
McDo-well, Irvin. Mentioned • ^w
McElroy, Thomas.

Correspondence with

McArthur, J _ „ ._

Chambers, J. W „„
Owen,E. K ^-^^^^i-^^'!!!!";;;;!;; 15
Scofield, H „__

* Found also McCammant.
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McElroy, Thomas—Continued. p
Mentioned 13,16,250,252-254,257-259
Reports of.

Sunflower River, Misa. Reconnoissance of 182
Yazoo City, Miss.

Attack upon U. S. steamers Petrel and Prairie Bird at, April 21,

and capture of U. S. S. Petrel, April 22, 1864 246, 248
Operations at, March 5, 1864 14

McFarland, William D. Report of construction of U. S. vessels on Tennessee
River 366

McFaul, John C. Mentioned 506
Machette, Henry C. Report of capture of U. S. S. Undine, in engagement

at Paris Landing, Tenn., October 30, 1864 599
Mackall, . Mentioned 187
HcKean, Edward. Correspondence with

Alexander, E 810
Grant, A., jr 810

McEee, Andrew W. Mentioned 549
McEee, George C. Mentioned 16,17
McKenzie, J. M. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 392
McKnight, Judge. Mentioned 333
lIcLane, William H. Mentioned 564
HcLaren, Mr. Mentioned 531

McLaughlin, B. T. Mentioned 443

McMillan, J9m.es W. Report of cooperation of gunboats in Red River cam-

paign.. 138

McMillen, William L. Mentioned 669

McNeil, Washington. Mentioned 783

McNeiU, A. J. Mentioned 795

McNelly, Ii. H. Mentioned 163

McNifE, William. Mentioned 782

McFherson, James B.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 23

Mentioned 185, 211, 215, 262, 269, 272, 273, 285

McBae, Conrad. Mentioned 192

McBae, Dandridge. Mentioned 214

McSween, Hugh. Mentioned 782

McVea, P. S. Mentioned 508

Madison, George T. Mentioned 174

Magers, Francis M. Correspondence with K. R. Breese 352

Magnet, Steamer. Mentioned 510, 644, 769-771, 801, 802

Magruder, John B. Mentioned 162

Magune, James W.
Appointed to command U. S. S. Milwaukee.. 507,522

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 676

Mentioned 507, 555, 693

Maine Troops. Mentioned. Infantry—Regiments: 29th, 133, 138; 30th, 133,

138.

Maitland, William.

Mentioned 81,83,84,434

Report of engagement in Red River, La., April 27, 1864. 87

Major, James P. Mentioned 168, 171, 173, 174

Mallory, Stephen K. See Navy Department, C. S.; also Secretary of Navy,

C.S.
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Page.

Malvern, U. S. S. Mentioned 708,709

Manhattan, U. S. S. Mentioned 561, 580, 696, 697, 749, 765

Mann, W. C, Steamer. See W. C. Mann, Steamer.

Manning, C. Mentioned 192

Manxing, Maschil. Mentioned 123

Mansfield, Mr. Mentioned 348

Mansfield, La. Battle near, April 8, 1864. See Pleasant Hill, La., Battle of,

etc.

Mansfield, LoveU & Co. Mentioned 348

Maras, Antoine. Mentioned 40

Maria,* Steamer. Mentioned 21, 214, 306, 352

Maria Hamilton, Steamer. Mentioned 773

Marine Brigade. See Mississippi Marine Brigade.

Mariner, Steamer. Burning of, in St. Francis River, Ark., July 2, 1864 808

Marines, U. S. Request of S. P. Lee for, for duty with MisBiBsippi Squadron. . 701, 708

Mark, . Mentioned 261

Marmaduke, John S.

Correspondence with Colton Greene 803-805

Mentioned 317,326,327,364,379,406,407,417,

420, 422, 429, 431, 442, 446, 447, 453, 461, 464, 468, 473, 487, 527, 803, 805

Marmora, II. S. S. (No. 2).

Condition of • 518

Mentioned 305, 309, 318, 320, 330, 356, 407, 465, 555, 581, 693, 731, 749

Operatione at Yazoo City, Miss,, March 5, 1864 14, 15
Seizure of cotton by 562

Smallpox on board of 559

Mars, Steamer. Mentioned 130

Marsh, Henry C. Mentioned 129

Marshall, — . Mentioned 261

Marshall, James.
Mentioned 215, 221, 224, 320, 336, 361, 362, 373, 408, 435
Reports of.

Fort Pillow, Tenn. Capture of, April 12, 1864 219
Plum Point, Tenn. Affairs in vicinity of 353

Marshall, W. £. Correspondence with E. Kirby Smith 164
Martin, Denis . Mentioned 798
Martin, IdUy, Steamer. See Lilly Martin, Steamer.

Martin, WilliamA. ForcorrespondenceasActingAssistantAdjutant-General,
see Andrews, Christopher C.

Martin Wait, Steamer.

Mentioned 620, 562
Seizure of, at Beulah Landing, Miss., June 15, 1864 392-394

Mary E. Forsyth, Steamer. Mentioned 709 799
Mason, Confederate scout. Mentioned 313
Mason, A. P. Mentioned ggg

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Hood, John B.
Mason, William F.

Correspondence with

Pennock, A. M 30q
Wallace, Charles .-. 202

Mentioned g3g
Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned. Artillery, Light—Batteries: 2d (B

Nims'), 59,88.

* Afterwards U. S. S. Fairy, which see.
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llathera, . Mentioned 479
Matthews, George. Mentioned 5O5
Matthews, K. B. Mentioned 688
Mattie, Steamer.

Mentioned
520^662

Seizure of, at Beulah Landing, Miss., June 15, 1864 392-394, 791
Mattie Cook, Steamer. Mentioned 504 748
Maury, Dabney H.

Correspondence with War Department, 0. S 810
Mentioned g02

May, A. H. Mentioned 264
For correspondence as AesistantAdjutant General see Taylor, Richard.

May Duke, Steamer. Mentioned 79I
May, Edward. Mentioned 285
May, Robert L.

Appointed to command
Fifth District Mississippi Squadron 704
Fourth District Mississippi Squadron 720

Correspondence with

Hoel, W. R 646
Willets, N. B 545

Mentioned 692, 718, 719

Relieved of command of Fourth District Mississippi Squadron 730

Report «f case of Daniel W. Glenney, accused of treacherous conduct while

commanding U. S. S. Rattler 544, 547

Mayeux, B,. Mentioned 373

Maysville, Ky. Seizure of horses at.

Communication from T. C. Campbell 391

Order of Le Roy Fitch 390

Reports of

Fitch, Le Roy 390

Pennock, A. M 390

Spooner, C. W 389

Mazeppa, Steamer. Destruction of, in Tennessee River G04, 620, 624, 684

Meade's plantation. Mentioned 775

Megathlin, Anthony S. Mentioned 273

Megler, Joseph G.

Correspondence with G. M. Bache 394

Mentioned 393, 791

Meigs, Montgomery C. Correspondence with J. Brooks 481

Mellen, William P. Mentioned 192, 193

Melville, George S. Mentioned 445

Melvine, William. Mentioned 254, 782

Memphis, Xenn.
Affairs at.

Communications from

Canby, E. R. S 367

Pennock, A. M 703

Rosecrans, W. S 235, 236, 266

Townsend, Robert 694,700,703

Order of S. P. Lee 721

102008°—N w R—VOL 26—13 55
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Memphis, Term.—Continued.

Affairs at—Continued.

Reports of P"se.

Pattison,T 237,262,279

Pennock, A. M 701

Porter, D.D 341

Attack upon, by Confederate force under Major-General Forrest, August

22, 1864. Reports of

Pattison, T 517

Townsend, Robert 619

Menard, Jos.

Correspondence with St. John R. Liddell 264

Mentioned 163, 263

Meredith, Solomon.
Correspondence with

Buibridge, S. G 702

Lee, S. P 637,665,666,706,771

McArthur, J. N 580

PftT\iiock, A. M 580

Reed, H. P 667,671

Mentioned 486, 635

Report of capture of U. S. S. Undine, in engagement at Paris Landing,

Tenn., October 30, 1864 605

Metcalf, Joseph H. Mentioned Ill

Meteor, If. S. S.

Mentioned 129

Orders for movements 126, 289

Metropolitan, Steamer. Mentioned 158, 702

Michael, William H. C. Mentioned 394,424

Michigan Troops. Mentioned. Infantry—Regiments: 12th, 529-531; 18th,

594, 609.

Millar, C. J., Steamer. See C. J. Millar, Steamer.

Miller, Charles B. Mentioned 119

Miller, Charles W.
Mentioned 641,773-775

Report of engagement at Bell's Mills, Tenn., December 3-4, 1864, and
recapture of steamers Prairie State, Prima Donna, and Magnet. . 643

Miller, Florence, Steamer. See Florence Miller, Steamer.

Miller, Griffin T. Mentioned 355

Miller, H. H. Mentioned 192

Miller, James. Report of injuries sustained by U. S. S. General Bragg, en-

gagement at Como Landing, La., June 16, 1864 399

Miller, Kobert. Mentioned 782

Milwaukee, U. S. S.

Completion of 497

Magune, J. W., appointed to command 507, 522

Mentioned 516, 524, 555, 557, 580, 581, 693

Request for officers for 507

Transfer of, to West Gulf Blockading Squadron 576, 579, 691

Mississippi. Affairs in.

Communication from A. F. O'Neil 337

Reports of

Mitchell, John G 336
Washburn, C. C 323
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MiBsiasippi, Steamer. Firing upon, by Confederate battery at Ratliff'8 Land- page
ing, May 16, 1864 303

Mississippi llarine Brigade.
Statement of James Brooka regarding organization and usefulness of 481
Trade carried on by 335 353

Mississippi Biver.

Blockade of. See Trade. Restriction of.

Correspondence regarding efforts of Confederates in Trans-Misaissippi De-
partment to cross 513, 517, 522, 534, 627, 640, 716-718, 735, 743, 808

Davis, C. H., appointed senior member of commission to select site for

naval station on, etc 533
Greer, James A., appointed to command in, from White River, Ark., to

Natchez, Miss 266
Trade on. See Trade. Restriction of.

Mississippi Biver, Officers Commanding TJ. S. gunboats on. Corre-

spondence with E. R. S. Canby 695
Mississippi Squadron.

Appointment of Peirce Crosby as fleet captain requested by S .• P. Lee 742

Deficiency of regular officers in 444

Disposition of vessels of. Reports of

Lee, S. P 730,749

Pennock, A. M 692

Porter, D. D 319,554

Districts of, limits and vessels attached to 317,329

See also respective districts.

Inspection of, by fleet surgeon 754

Instructions of D. D. Porter, previous to departure for the North 459

Lee, S. P., appointed to command 693, 699-701, 706, 716, 717

Phelps, S. L., detached from 559

Porter, D. D., relieved of command of 570, 574, 575

Purchase and fitting of vessels for 724, 738-741, 754-756, 758-760, 762-764, 768

Recommendation of D. D. Porter for promotion of certain officers. . . 311, 316, 329

Request of S. P. Lee for marines for duty with 701, 708

Return of ironclads to, from West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Communication from Navy Department, U. S 765

Request of S. P. Lee 761, 765

System of supplies in
, 756

Transfer of ironclads from, to West Gulf Blockading Squadron 379,

387, 436, 438, 446, 450, 453, 465, 472, 561, 575, 576, 579-581, 627

Mississippi Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) Artillery, Light—Batter-

ies: Pettus Flying (Eudton'a), 685.

Mississippi Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) Cavalry—Regiments: Ist, 16.

Missimer, Hillary. Correspondence with J. B. Hull 287

Missouri.

Affairs in.

Communications from

Pennock, A. M 579

Rosecrans, W. S 679

Order of A. M. Pennock 579

Strength of secret order in. Communication from B. P. Van Court 809

Missouri, C. S. S. Mentioned 36, 162-165, 538, 540, 549, 550, 810

Missouri,* Steamer. Mentioned 355, 356

* Probably the same as New Missouri, p. 420.
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Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) Cavalry—Regiments: 3d

(Greene's), 805, 806; 4th (Burbridge's), 806, 807; 7th (Kitchen's),

187, 806; 8th (Jeffers'), 806; 10th (Lawther's), 408, 415, 417, 791,

805, 806.

Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Artillery, Light—Regiments: 2d (Battery G), 582.

Cavalry—Regiments: Ist, 527.

Infantry—Regiments: 24th, 235; 42d, 649. Page.

Mist, Steamer. Purchase of 764

Mitchell, John G.

Correspondence with

Greer, J. A 23

Lee, S. P 709,720,724,742,746

Marshall, J 353

Pennock, A. M 578

Porter, D. D 373, 411, 435, 439,451

Sherman, F 731

Townsend , R 704

Mentioned 24, 77, 319, 362,

376, 429, 466, 480, 524, 554, 692, 701, 703, 730, 747, 749, 757, 771, 773-776
Reports of.

Eighth District Mississippi Squadron. Operations in 375, 381

New Madrid, Mo. Affairs in vicinity of 385

Obion River, Tenn. Capture of arms and ammunition on 758

Orders. Receipt of 193

Osage, U. S. S. Grounding of 336,361

Red River campaign. Cooperation ot gunboats in 95, 142, 144

Rice, Paekil. Captm-e of 408

Trade. Restriction of 434, 728

Mitchell, William H. Mentioned 546, 547

2Iittie Stephens, Steamer. Mentioned 130, 139, 776

Mix, William M. Mentioned 253

Mixer, Henry M. Mentioned 408

Mizner, John K.
Correspondence with E. A. Carr 455

Mentioned 416
Report of affairs in vicinity of White River, Ark 455

Mobile, C. S. ram. Mentioned 567
Mobile, Ala. Affairs at. Communication from J. S. Palmer 465
MofiS.t, Colonel. Mentioned 549
Moler, . Mentioned 391
Molineux, Edward L. Mentioned 67
MoUoy, John. Mentioned 506
Monarch, U. S. ram. Mentioned 348,356,377,806
Moncure, J. C. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Polignac, C. J.

Monroe, James. Mentioned 254
Monroe, James C. Mentioned 806
Monroe, La. Burning of courthouse, depot, and bridge at. Report of James

P.Foster 236
Montandon, James E. Mentioned 622 623 626
Montgom.ery*, Colonel. Mentioned 406 407
Mooney, Thomas. Mentioned 419
Moore, John. Mentioned 292

* Unidentified.
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Moore, Jonathan B.

Correspondence with A. J. Smith 65*9

Mentioned -oa
Moore, T.O. Mentioned j92
Moose, U. S. S. (No. 34).

Cooperation with Federal forces against Nashville, Tenn., December 3-16,
1864 641,643,645,646,649,650,653,659,663,668

Mentioned 273, 318, 320, 326, 328, 330, 367, 381, 387, 390, 401,
405, 439, 476, 499, 512, 520, 532, 553, 555, 566, 603, 673, 693, 731, 749, 758

Operations. > > > j .

At Hickman, Ky., and Island No. 8 245
In defense of Columbus and Paducah, Ky., and of Fort Pillow, Tenn.,

April 12-14, 1864 215-217, 220, 227, 228
In Ohio River 338, 367, 375, 384, 441, 488
In Tennessee and Cumberland rivers 183, 358, 611, 629

Moran, Charles. Mentioned 782
Morehead, Joseph W. Mentioned 73X 749
Morehead, BandaU. Mentioned 253
Morey, Benjamin F. For correspondence as Acting Assistant Adjutant-

General, see Canby, E. R. S.
Morgan, Edmund.

Correspondence with Le Roy Fitch 653
Mentioned 387, 641, 650, 651, 750

Morgan, Edward.
Correspondence with K. R. Breese 66
Mentioned 67, 114, 116, 120, 134
Reports of loss of U. S. S Signal, at Dunn's Bayou, La., May 5, 1864 117

Morgan, J. J. Mentioned 192
Morgan, James D. Mentioned 587
Morgan, John T. Mentioned 230, 381, 390
Morgan, William H. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General,

see Washburn, C. C.

Morgan Bend, La. Engagement at, June 3, 1864. Reports of

Harris, J. Louis 359

McDonald, John A 359

Morganza, La. Afiairs in vicinity of. Reporta of

Lawler, M. K 561

Roberts, B. S 456

Morong, John C.

Correspondence with K. R. Breese 66,102,127,128

Mentioned 319, 554, 692, 730, 749

Morton, Gilbert.

Correspondence with

Granger, R. S 594

Lyon, W. P 592

Mentioned 560, 588, 596-598, 609, 731, 749

Reports of.

Flag of truce. Complaint of violation of 607

Tennessee River. Operations on 590, 592, 593

Morton, John W. (U. S. N.). Mentioned 584,601

Morton, John W., jr. (C. S. A.). Mentioned 683

Mosman, A. T. Mentioned 711

Mound City, U. S. S.

Abstract log, March 12-May 19, 1864 791-793

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 23,

25, 35, 50, 77, 94, 96, 124, 129, 132, 138, 142-144, 157
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Mound City, U. S. S.—Continued. Page.

Mentioned 6, 7, 317, 320, 322, 330, 406,

467^69, 471, 478, 484, 495, 502, 555, 693, 723, 731, 749, 773, 776, 783, 789

Orders for movements 461, 576

Patterson, G. W. D., assumes command 764

Seizure of cotton by 180

Seizure of steamer Rawlins by 11, 12

Mound City, HI.

Affairs at.

Communications from

Navy Department, TJ. S 735

Pennock, A. M 300

Orders and instructions of S. P. Lee 732, 733

Reports of A. M. Pennock 301, 516, 523, 556

Boats in port, May 26, 1864 326

Destruction of wharf boat at. Report of D. D. Porter 568

Greer, James A., appointed to temporary command of naval station at. . 690-692

Repair of vessels at. See Mound City, III. Affairs at.

Strike of shipbuilding mechanics at. Report of A. M. Pennock 275

Transfer of government property to, from Cairo, 111. Report of A. M.
Pennock 290

Mouton, Alfred. Mentioned 163

Mower, Joseph A.
Correspondence with D. D. Porter 31

Mentioned 90, 158, 527, 579

Uudd, John J. Mentioned 123

Muir, Walter. Mentioned 778
MuUin, Michael. Mentioned 782

Munn farm. Mentioned 433

Munroe, John H. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Brayman, Mason.

Murdock, B. F. Mentioned 192

Murray, Andrew. Mentioned 798
Mustang, Steamer. Mentioned 801
Myer, Albert J. Correspondence with I. N. Earl 525
Naiad,* U. S. S. (No. 53).

Engagement at Como Landing, La., June 15, 1864 395-^00
Engagement at Rowe's Landing, September 2, 1864 534, 535
Expedition in retaliation for killing of Acting Master Thatcher 762
Mentioned 273, 278, 284, 285, 312, 317, 320, 329, 474, 508, 555, 693, 731, 749
Orders for movements 139^ 305

Najle, Frederick J. Mentioned 662, 664, 772
Nashville, Tenn.

Operations about, December 13-26, 1864, including battle, December 15-16,

and retreat of Confederate forces.

Communications from

Fitch, Le Roy 668
Hoffman, Southard 671
Lee, S. P 668,670-673
Thomas, George H 667, 670-673, 675, 679, 680

Congratulatory letter of President, U. S 669
Itinerary of Cheatham's C. S. Army Corps 690
Orders and instructions of H. W. Halleck 674

* Formerly Princess, whioli see.
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Nashville, Term.—Continued.
Operations about, December 13-26, 1864, including battle, December

15-16, and retreat of Confederate forces—Continued.
Reports of

Harrison, Benjamin
gy^

Hood, John B goo

^^^' ^-^ 668,672,676,678,680
Spalding, George

gyg
Thomas, George H 659,663,669,673-675,680

Operations near, December 3-16, including engagements at Bell's Mills,
Tenn., December 3, 4, and 6.

Communications from

Fitch, Le Roy 645,646,657,663
^^e> S. P 654-658,660-662,664,666,667
Meredith, S ggg
Stone, Henry g54
Thomas, George H 647, 648, 652-658, 660, 661, 665, 666

Orders and instructions.

Fitch, LeRoy g53
Lee, S. P g47
Smith, A. J 659
Wilson, J. H gg4

Reports of

Fitch, LeRoy 641,649

,
Glaasford, H. A 645, 659
Groves, George J 644
Lee, S. P 640,648
Miller, C. W 643
Smith, A. A 649, 658
Thomas, George H 659, 663

Natchez, Miss. Affairs in vicinity of.

Communications from

Burnet, William 437
Greer, James A 270

Orders and instructions.

Greer, James A 4,6,7,269,277

Townsend, Robert. 243

Reports of

Benton, W. P 735

Greer, J. A 7,18,269,410,466

Porter, D. D 342

National, New, U. S. S. See New Naticmal, TJ. S. S.

Naugatuck, Steamer.

Capture of, in Tennessee River 604

Mentioned 667

Naumkeag, U. S. S. (No. 37).

Mentioned 288,318,320,330,422,423,425^27,

429, 447, 453, 455, 456, 467, 468, 471, 502, 555, 558, 673, 693, 731, 749, 791

Operations in White River, Ark 214,386,413

Naval Committee, XT. S. House of Representatives, Chairman of. Cor-

respondence with D. D. Porter 568

Naval Committee, TJ. S. Senate, Chairman of. Correspondence with

D. D. Porter 568

Navy, C. S. Transfers from, to Army, C. S 802
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Navy, XT. S. Transfers from, to Anny, U. S 483

Navy Department, C. S. Correspondence with E. C. Cabell 208

Navy Department, XT. S. Correspondence with

Breese, K. R 270

Bryson, A - 690, 700

Canby, E. R. S 208

Davis, C.H 533

Edwards, T.J 298

Hale, D. W 617,618

Heap, G. H 110

Interior Department, U. S 12

Lee, S. P 116, 541, 544, 547, 548, 594, 598, 600, 609,

611, 627, 640, 647, 648, 668, 672, 676, 678, 693, 698-701, 706, 708,724,

725, 728, 730, 734, 736, 742, 743, 749, 754, 756, 757, 761, 763-765, 769

Machette, H. C 599

Magune, J. W 522

Normand, L. P 320

Patterson, G. W. D 764

Pennock, A. M 196,197,213,215,216,257,290,

296, 302, 390, 520, 536, 560, 562, 581, 582, 584, 596, 691, 692, 695, 701, 704

Phelpa, S. L 318

Porter, D. D 7, 13, 18, 19, 24, 29, 33-35, 38, 43, 45, 50, 68, 71, 87,

92, 105, 116, 120, 121, 130, 151, 156, 158, 160, 180, 185, 191, 205, 209,

214, 249, 292, 306, 308, 311, 316, 319, 324, 325, 329, 340, 352, 353, 363,

368, 369, 379, 386-388, 395, 405, 417, 438, 444, 446, 448, 451, 452, 457,
458, 489, 507, 508, 516, 521, 551, 556, 559, 567-569, 574-576, 579, 708

President, U. S 183
Shankland, W. F 302
War Department, U. S 159,160,208,334,735
vVilkes, Perry 122

Naylor, William A. Mentioned 596-598
Neave, Isaac P. Mentioned 490 602
Nebraska, Steamer. Mentioned 79g
Neeld, JobnB. Mentioned 751
Neil, William. Mentioned

, 84 731 747
Neilson, William H. Mentioned 192
Negroes. See Contrabands.

NeUis, Edward F.

Desertion of. See Glenney, Daniel W. Reports and correspondence in case

of, etc.

Mentioned 544^ 545_ 548^ ^00, 801
Neosho, XT. S. S.

Cooperation of

In Red River expedition 25
30, 35, 50, 51, 65, 75, 77, 82, 94, 96, 124, 130, 131, 144

In expedition for capture of Confederate battery on Atchafalaya
River, La., June 8, 1864 369-373

With Federal forces against Nashville, Tenn., December 3-16, 1864. . . 640

641, 647, 649-653, 657
Mentioned 291, 317, 320, 329, 429, 454, 460, 468, 470, 471,

474, 478, 484, 495, 496, 502, 504, 506, 507, 514, 555, 557, 558, 627, 629, 632
633, 662, 693, 720, 731, 749, 758, 773, 775, 777, 779, 780, 785-789, 791-793

Orders for movements 303, 461, 477, 559, 634, 719, 733
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Nettles, T. D. Mentioned 169, 177

Nevada, Steamer. Mentioned 530, 531

Nevil, Scout. Mentioned 313

Nevins, Wilbur F. Mentioned 419

Ne-w Champion, Steamer. See Champion No. 3, Steamer.

New Era, U.S. S. (No. 7).

Injuries sustained by, in collision with steamer Ike Hammitt 240

Mentioned 273, 274,

288, 318, 320, 330, 336, 361, 362, 373, 381, 382, 435, 480, 555, 693, 731, 749
Operations.

At Fort Pillow, Tenn., and vicinity 353

At Osceola, Ark 408

In defense of Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12-14, 1864 215-219, 221-225

New Falls City, Confederate steamer. Mentioned 51, 60, 164, 169, 786

New Ironsides, U. S. S. Mentioned 325,514

New^ Jersey Troops. Mentioned. Infantry^Regiments: 34tli, 605.

New Hadrid, Mo. Affairs in vicinity of.

Communications from

Ewing, Thomas, jr 466

Porter, D. D 411

Rosecrans, W. S 411

Orders of D. D. Porter 411

Report of John G. Mitchell 385

New Missouri,* Steamer. Mentioned 420

New Natiorial, U. S. S.

Mentioned 22, 27, 88, 120-122, 178, 179, 182, 185, 215, 242, 261,

274, 312, 320, 357, 395, 402, 477, 555, 561, 693, 731, 749, 750, 772, 794, 800

Orders for movements 395, 477, 501, 561

New Orleans, La. Affairs at. Communication from J. S. Palmer 465

New Orleans, La., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with K. R.

Breese 289

Newport, Mrs. Mentioned '^^

New York Troops. Mentioned.

Cavahy—Regiments: 2d (Veteran), 37; 11th, 714.

Infantry—Regiments: 116th, 133, 138; 128th, 115; 133d, 133; 156th, 113;

161st, 133, 138.

Nibbe, John. Mentioned 248, 249, 253

Niblett's plantation. Mentioned ^OS

Nicholas Longworth, Steamer. Mentioned 324

Nickerson, Frank S. Mentioned ^ 09, 111, 122

Ninth District Mississippi Squadron.

Affairs in ^28

Deficiency of men on board vessels of 507

Fitch, Le Roy, appointed to temporary command 634

Limits of, and vessels composing 318, 330, 732

Bequest of Le Roy Fitch for hospital boat for 553

Noble, Henry T. Mentioned ^^^

Nolan, Mr. Mentioned

No quarter. General order of D. D. Porter - 443

Norman, J. Mentioned

Normand, L. P.

Correspondence with Navy Department, IT. S 320

Mentioned
^^^

* Probably the same as Missouri, pp. 355,356.
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Page.

Korth, Levi. Mentioned 372

Nympli, U. S. S. (No. 54).

Expedition in retaliation for killing of Acting Master Thatcher 762

Mentioned 101, 102, 106, 126, 129,

273, 276, 307, 310, 312, 317, 320, 329, 374, 404, 474, 525, 555, 693, 731, 749

Orders for movements 104, 314, 323

Vessels boarded by. May 19-23, 1864 336

Oakes, James. Correspondence with S. P. Heintzelman 509

Oakley,* Captain. Mentioned 333

Obion River, Tenn. Capture of arms and ammunition on. Reports of

Lee, S. P 757

Mitchell, John G 758

O'Brien, J. Mentioned 424

O'Bryon, Edward D. Mentioned 427

Odlin, Captain (Detective). Mentioned 456, 457

Odlin, James H.
Correspondence with

Brayman, M 206, 207, 209

Pennock, A. M 206, 207

Mentioned 204

Report of affairs in vicinity of Paducah, Ky 206,207

For correspondence aa Assistant Adjutant-General, see Brayman, Mason.

Odonaghie, Timothy. Mentioned 121

Offatt, William, Mentioned 192

Officers, Kegular. Deficiency of, in Mississippi Squadron 444

Ogden,* Captain. Correspondence with G. W. Baylor 174

Ogden, FredN. Mentioned 400

Ohio Belle, Steamer. Mentioned 798

Ohio Kiver. Operations on.

Communications from

Heintzelman, S. P 373, 509

Kemper, A. C 509

Parsons, L. B 487
Pennock, A. M 487,499
Stout, Aaron B., etal 265

Swords, Th 498
Orders and instructions.

Lee, S. P 758
Pennock, A. M 509
Porter, D. D 381

Reports of

Fitch, Le Roy 338, 367, 375, 381, 384, 387, 441, 488, 509, 512
Pennock, A. M 49g
Shirk, James W 510

See also Caseymlle, Ky.; Maysville, Ky.; Owenshoro, Ky.; Shawneetotm, III.

Ohio Troops. Mentioned. Infantry—Regiments: 56th, 113, 123; 71st, 626;

77th, 802; 120th, 117, 123, 171.

Ohio Valley, Steamer. Purchase of 759 760
O'lieary, Cornelius. Mentioned 798
O'Leary, Timothy. Mentioned 798
OUver, Francis A. Report of condition of U. S. S. Little Rebel 211
Olsten, Peter. Mentioned 253

'Unidentified.
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O'Neil, A. F. Page.

Mentioned '

195, 198, 203, 320

Reports of.

Paducah, Ky.
Affairs in vicinity of 337

Cooperation of U. S. steamers Peosta an/1 Paw Paw in repulse of

attack upon, March 25, 1864 201

Tennessee River. Operations in 213

O'Neil, James. Mentioned 84, 784

O'Neill, H. B.

Correspondence with J. A. Greer 297, 310, 314, 475, 479

Mentioned 319, 554, 692, 730, 749

Report of engagement at Gaines Landing, Ark., May 24, 1864 323

Old River, La. Operations in vicinity of, in retaliation for death of Charles

Thatcher 745, 746, 762

Orcutt, Augustus C. Report of complaint of violation of flag of truce 607, 609

Orth, Henry. Mentioned 790

Osage, U. S. S.

Condition of 733, 745, 746

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 25, 30, 35, 49-53,

61, 64, 65, 75, 77, 80, 81, 86, 91, 94, 96, 103, 124, 130, 131, l44, 146, 177

Grounding of, on Helena Bar 336,339,360,361,451

Mentioned 318, 320, 330, 375,495, 523,

555, 559, 693, 701, 703, 704, 731, 747, 749, 773, 778-781, 783, 784, 787-791

Osband, Embury C
Mentioned 703

Report of cooperation of U. S. S. Prairie Bird with cavalry force between

Greenville and Vicksburg, Miss 702

Osborne, Sidney. Mentioned 80

Osborne's plantation. Mentioned 55

Osceola, Confederate steamer. Mentioned 164

Osceola, Ark. Affairs at.

Order of D. D. Porter 435

Report of John G. Mitchell 408

Ouachita, U. S. S.

Condition of 283

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 25, 29, 35, 71, 77, 102, 103, 127

Mentioned 237, 240, 261, 271, 278, 285, 312, 317, 320, 329, 374, 404,

502, 506, 535, 555, 693, 710, 731, 750, 772, 776, 780, 781, 783, 784, 788, 789

Orders for movements 239, 240, 269, 573

Ouachita River, La.

Affairs in. Orders of D. D. Porter 570

Cotton captured on 265, 767

Expedition up. Report of James P. Foster 236

Owen, EUas E.

Correspondence with

Canby, E. R. S 406

Gipson, J. C 354

Greer, J. A 23

Johnston, J. V 315

McElroy, T 15

Porter, D.D 383,442

Slocum, H. W 366

Mentioned 11, 14, 24, 77, 144, 312, 320, 423, 447, 478, 514, 515, 554
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Ov7eu, Elias K.—Continued.

Reports of. Page.

B. M. Runyan, Steamer. Sinkiiig of 485

Columbia, Ark. Engagements at

—

June 1, 1864 353

June 2, 1864 355, 356

Columbia and Sunnyside, Ark. Affairs in vicinity of 339, 357, 364

Empress, Steamer. Attack upon, August 11, 1864 503

Fifth District Mississippi Squadron.

Disposition of vessels 309

Operations in 305

General Lyon, U. S. S. Attack upon, near Skipwith's Landing, Miss.. 471

Louisiana and Arkansas. Operations of Marmaduke's Cavalry in,

along Mississippi River 326, 364

Prairie Bird and Marmora, U. S. steamers. Condition of 518

Red River campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 142

Sixth District Mississippi Squadron. Operations in 331,

335, 383, 406-408, 446, 465, 470

Trade. Restriction of 365, 366

Owensboro, Ky. Destruction of wharf boat and government stores at.

Report of Le Roy Fitch 532

Ozark, U. S. S.

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition 24,

30, 35, 50, 65, 77, 94, 96, 124, 129, 132, 138, 142, 145, 156

MentioBed 317,

320, 326, 329, 474, 521, 525, 555, 693, 731, 750, 773, 779, 782, 789, 792, 793

Operations.

At Morganza, La., and vicinity 561

In Tunica Bend, Mississippi River 535

Torpedo picked up in front of, September 10, 1864 569

Paducah, Ky.
Afiairs in vicinity of.

Communications from

Brayman, M 195, 205, 229

McKenzie, J. M 392

Odlin, J. H 209

Porter, D. D 392
Order of S. G. Burbridge 702
Reports of.

Fitch, Le Roy 227
Goudy, Jason 395
O'Neil, A. F ; 337
Pennock, A. M 215, 278, 279
Odlin, J. H 206,207
Shirk, James W 216, 217, 227, 229, 244, 334, 362

Cooperation of U. S. steamers Peosta and Paw Paw in repulse of attack
upon, March 25, 1864.

Communications from

Brayman, M 203
Wallace, Charles 202

Order of James C. Veatch 202
Reports of

Brayman, Mason 203
McDonald, John A

j^gg

O'Neil, A. F ^...^....... ....... 201
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Paducah, Ky.—Continued.
Cooperation of U. S. steamera Peosta and Paw Paw in repulse of attack

upon, March 25, 1864—Continued.
Reports of—Continued. Page.

Pennock, A. M 196,197
Shirk, James W 197
Smith, Thomas E 199

South, Perrj' 201

Wise, John 200
Page, B. J. Mentioned 192

Faine, Eleazer A.
Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 510, 520

Mentioned 514, 520

Palfrey, Judge. Mentioned 192

Paliaer, Jaiaes S.

Correspondence with

Breese, K. R 127

Porter, D . D 465

Mentioned 106, 289, 436, 446, 451, 576, 697, 698

Palmer, John. Mentioned 782

Panola, Steamer. Mentioned 305

Pansy, TJ. S. S. Mentioned 261, 326

Pardee, Joseph W. Mentioned '419, 421

Palis Landing, Tenn. Capture of U. S. S. Undine in engagement at, Octo-

ber 30, 1864.

Court of enquiry 600-602

Orders and instructions of S. P. Lee 509, 618

Reports of

Beauregard, G . T 682

Bryant, John L 602

Chalmers, James R 684

Forrest, N. B 682

Howland, Henry 604,620

Lee, S. P - 598,599,627

McCauley, E. Y 600

Machette, Henry C 599

Meredith, S 605

Sinclair, William 624

Thomas, George H 604

Parker, . Mentioned 806

Parker, John C. Mentioned 32

Parkman, . Mentioned 341

Parsons, Lewis B.

Correspondence with

Allen, Robert 498

Pennock, A. M 327,487,501,516

Phelps, S.L 493

Porter, D.D 10,17,328,331,338,409,412,437,485,487

Rasin, H 487

Thayer, J. M 328

Mentioned 394, 514

Parsons, Mosby m. Mentioned 166, 168, 717

Parsons, William H. Mentioned 163

Partee, Henry. Mentioned 419

Pasgo, Gus. Mentioned 84
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Patterson, Griffith W. D. Reported for duty in Mississippi Squadron and to Page.

command U. S. S. Mound City , 764

Patterson, S. L. Mentioned 727

Pattison, Thomas.
Correspondence with

Ferguson, W 222

Hurlbut, S. A 232

Lee, S. P 721

Pennock, A . M : 240

Porter, D. D 408

Mentioned 225, 236, 239, 242, 273, 288, 349, 351, 478, 519, 555, 694, 722

Reports of.

Fort Pillow, Tenn. Capture of, April 12, 1864 221

Memphis, Tenn.

Affaire at 237,262,279

Attack upon, by Confederate force under Major-General Forrest,

August 22, 1864 517

Paulding, Hiram. Mentioned 507

Pauline Carroll, Steamer. Mentioned 339

Paw Paw, U. S. S.

Cooperation of, in repulse of Confederate attack upon Paducah, Ky., March
25,1864 196-203

Mentioned 195,

228, 244, 273, 318, 320, 330, 337, 507, 555, 610-612, 628, 629, 693, 731, 750
Orders for movements 733

Payne, Kobert. Mentioned 419
Pearce, John.

Mentioned 25, 77, 83, 319, 554, 692, 730, 749, 783
Report of engagement in Red River, La. , April 26-27, 1864 85

Pearsall, XTri B. Mentioned 133
Pease, William S. Report of engagement at Deloach's Bluff, La., April 26,

1864 80
Peck, George P. Mentioned 797
Peebles, Ferdinand E. Mentioned 16 17
Peeples, J. IIcEee. Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 265
Peldn, City of, Steamer. See City of Pekin, Steamer.

Pendleton, Andrew. Mentioned 506
Peniston, Fergus. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 265
Pennock, Alexander If.

Correspondence with

Bache, G. M : 496,502,521
Baldwin, T 473^ 457
Birch, R. E 496_ 501, 577
Boone, T.G 5OO
Brayman, M 195^ 196, 203-205
Breese, K. R 243,244,282,300,302,303
Canby, E. R. S 580_ 697
Cronin, M.J 503, 558
Dennis, J. S 4g0
Devoe, J. B 707,709,712
Farmer, J. M g^j
Farrell, T. M

^ --^^^!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"!! 466
Fitch, LeRoy 226, 227, 245, 501, 509, 512, 516, 520
Fitzpatrick, J 297,565
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Forrest, M 595
Foster, J. P 469,477
Goiringe, H. H 578
Grant, A. M 477,561
Greer, J. A 690
Gregory, T.B 560
Hambleton, W. L 553
Eeintzelman, S . P 509
Hull, J. B 236, 290, 497
Jones, Wiley 369
Kemper,A.C 509
Lathrop, S. H 510, 520
Lee, S. P 717,732,733,737
Le Rhoades, F 265

Lush, D. W 265
McCauley, E. Y 694

Mason, W. F 300

Meredith, S 580

Mitchell, J. G 578

Munioe, J. H 196

Navy Department, U. S...^ 257

OdUn, J. H 206,207

0'Nfeil,A. F 337

Owen, E. K 503

Paine, E. A 510, 520

Parsons, L. B 327, 487, 501, 516

Pattison, T 240

Peeples, J. McK 265

Phelps, S. L 555

Pleaaonton, A 304

Porter, D. D 459,533,703

Rosecrans, W. S 262, 266, 565, 579

Scott, J ------ 9,486

Sebastian, B 491

Selfridge, T. O 462

Sherman, W.T 211,268,278,605

Shirk, J. W 9,216,497,510

Sickles, D 272

Smith, T.E 9

Springfield, III.

Clerk of V. S. District Court at 767

Judge of U. S. District Court at 515

Stout, A. B 265

Swendson, C 563, 565

Swords, T 498

Thomas, G.H 588,596,606

Townsend, R 559,562,705

Wilson, B 502

Woods, D.C 462,477

Mentioned 47,66,181,198,209,

218, 219, 228, 230, 251, 261, 281, 295, 305, 323, 328, 342, 485, 494, 522, 541,

542, 547, 574, 616, 627, 696, 700, 706, 708, 715, 716, 721, 725, 736, 742, 750
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Pennock, Alexander M.—Continued.

Reports of.

Cairo, 111. Page.

Affairs at 21,178,194,272,284,286

Transfer of government property from, to Mound City, 111 290

Canby, E. R. S. Departure of, from Cairo, III., for Red River 296

Caseyville, Ky . Affairs in vicinity of 513

Clara Dolsen, Steamer. Delivery of, to U. S. marshal 213

Columbus, Ky . Affairs in vicinity of 701

Commanding officers. Orders issued to 553

Eastport, Miss. Attack upon U. S. steamers Key West and Undine

and transports at, October 10, 1864 582, 584

Fort Pillow, Tenn. Capture of, April 12, 1864 214-217, 273

Gaines Landing, Ark. Expected attempt of Confederates to cross

Mississippi River at 695

Glenney, Daniel W. Case of, accused of treacherous conduct while

commanding U. S. S. Rattler 536

Ironclads. Transfer of, to West Gulf Blockading Squadron 581

Kentucky and Tennessee. Affairs in 704

Maysville, Ky. Seizure of horses at 390

Mississippi Squadron. Disposition of vessels of 692

Mound City, 111.

Affairs at 301,516,523,556

Strike of shipbuilding mechanics at 275

• Withdrawal from, for inspection of fleet 691

Ohio River. Operations on 498

Paducah, Ky.
Affairs in vicinity of 278, 279

Cooperation of U. S. steamers Peosta and Paw Paw in repul.'ie of

attack upon, March 25, 1864 196, 197

Petrel, U. S. S. Capture of, near Yazoo City, Miss., April 22, 1864 257

Prizes. Matters pertaining to 520, 523, 560, 562, 581

Queen City, U. S. S. Capture of, at Clarendon, Ark., June 22, 1864.. 421

Red River campaign. Passage of fleet through falls at Alexandria 302

Skipwith's Landing, Miss. Burning of property at, March 4, 1863 9, 178

Tennessee River. Operations on 596

White River, Ark. Affairs in'vicinity of 479

Pennock, Alexander M., Mrs. Mentioned 703

Peosta, U. S. S. (No. 36).

Cooperation of, in repulse of Confederate attack upon Paducah, Ky., March
25,1864 196-203

Mentioned 216,217,232,244,318,

320, 330, 507, 555, 612, 615, 616, 627, 628, 6.30, 633, 634, 691, 693, 731, 750
Operations in

Defense of Columbus and Paducah, Ky., Marfch 28 to April 19, 1864. . 227-229
Tennessee River 661, 662, 665, 666

Peri,* IT. S. S. (No. 57). Mentioned 325,

329, 369, 466, 467, 469, 478, 484, 555, 693, 731, 750
Perkins, Major. Mentioned 525 526
Perkins, Charles G. Mentioned 819, 387, 554, 650, 692, 73o! 749
Perkins, F. W. Mentioned 711
Perkins' plantation. Mentioned 280
Peterson, John C. Mentioned 622

* Formerly Heindeer, which see.
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Petrel, U. S. S. (No. 5). ^^^
Attack upon, at Yazoo City, Miss., April 1, and capture, April 22, 1864. . . 246-

260, 267, 280
Mentioned 269, 271, 330, 567
Operations at Yazoo City, Miss., March 5, 1864 13-17

Reconnoisaance in Sunflower River, Miss 182

Pettey, Joseph B.

Correspondence with S. P. Lee 726
Mentioned 555,693,731,749

Peyton, John B. Mentioned 192

Phelps, S. I<edyaxd.

Correspondence with

Bache, G. M 393,423,427,442

Beatty, L 548

Booby, H 415

Breese, K. R 70

Buford, N. B 402,420

Canby, E. R. S 419

Gerould, M. L 86

Greer, J. A 257, 295,468

Lynn, M.N 548

Marshall, J 219

Parsons, L. B 493

Porter, D.D 24,438,451,461

Steele, F 389, 461, 470, 482, 532

Washburn, C.C 528

Detachment of, from Mississippi Squadron 558

Mentioned 25,30,46,51,69,

72-75, 77, 84, 103, 110, 193, 239, 281, 287, 298, 301, 312, 382,403, 413, 417,

421, 431, 437, 460, 474, 477, 479, 480, 513, 514, 524, 527, 557, 775, 784,786

Reports of.

Clarendon, Ark. Engagement at, June 24-25, 1864 422

Maitland, William. Services of 434

Mattie, M. Walt, and R. E. Hill, Steamers. Seizure of, at Beulah

Landing, Miss., June 15, 1864 392

Prizes. Matters pertaining to 318, 409

Queen City, U. S. S. Capture of, at Clarendon, Ark., June 24, 1864.. 418

Red River Campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 28, 30, 78, 81, 86

St. Charles, Ark. Evacuation of, by U. S. forces, September 1, 1864.. 528

Trade. Restriction of 409

Vessels. Measures for protection of, in action 454

White River, Ark.

Affairs in vicinity of 428,

447, 453, 461, 463, 464, 467-469, 471, 478, 484, 494

Movements of U. S. transports out of 414

Operations in 438

White River station, Ark. Skirmish at, June 22, 1864 415

Request of, that commanding officer be assigned to U. S. S.Lexington 555

Phillips, Arthur M. Mentioned 248, 253

Phillips, David L. Mentioned 213, 556

Pickett, John. Mentioned 810

Pierce, Charles. Mentioned 166

Pierce, Jos., Steamer. See Jos. Pierce, Steamer.

Pike, . Mentioned 187
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Pike, Lady, Steamer. See Lady Pike, Steamer. Page.

Pike, W. S. Mentioned 265

Pillow, Fort. See Fort Pillow, Tenn.

Pillow, General, U. S. S. See General Pillow, U. S. S.

Pilots. Petitions of, to Congress, U. S., requesting exemption from conscrip-

tion 448,725

Pinkney, Ninian. Mentioned 88,222,226,242,754

Pittsburg, U. S. S.

Cooperation of, with the U. S. Army in the Red River campaign, March 12

to May 22, 1864 23-25,

35, 50, 77, 91, 94, 96, 112, 124, 130, 132, 138, 142, 144, 157

Mentioned 3, 21, 316, 317, 320, 322, 330, 406, 435, 466-468, 475,

476, 478, 546, 555, 693, 720, 731, 744, 750, 773, 776, 782, 789, 791-794, 796

Orders for movements 6, 461, 719, 747

Rogers, G. W., relieved of command 404

fceizure of cotton by 180, 560

Plantations. Protection for loyal owners of 764

Plantations, Assistant Special Agent, Treasury Department, XT. S., for

Leasing. See Burnet, William.

Piatt, George W. Mentioned 19

Platte Valley, Steamer.

Assistance rendered wounded at Fort Pillow, Tenn 231

Mentioned 220-222, 225, 226

Pleasant HiU, La. Battle of, April 8-9, 1864. See Red River Campaign,

, cooperation of gunboats in, March 12-May 2t, 1864-

Pleasant Hill Landing, La. Engagement at, April 12, 1864. See Blair's

Landing, La., engagement at, etc.

Pleasonton, Alfred. Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 304

Plemmel, John. Mentioned 224

Plum Point, Tenn. Affairs in vicinity of . Report of James Marshall 353

Point Pleasant and Bodney, lAiss. Reconnoissance of Mississippi River

between. Report of F. H. Gerdes 284

Poland, Steamer. Mentioned 771

PoUgnac, Camille J.

Correspondence with T. A. Fanes 171, 172, 370

Mentioned 30, 167, 169, 173, 176, 506, 549

Polk, Burr H. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see iJoits-

seau, L. H.

Polk, Leonidas.

Correspondence with

Adams, W 259, 260

War Department, C. S 260

Mentioned 232, 802

Report of capture of U. S. S. Petrel, near Yazoo City, Miss., April 22, 1864. . 260

Polk's plantation. Mentioned 505

Pollard, Captain. Mentioned .251

Pool, Sylvester. Mentioned 82, 85, 86, 787

Poor, William W. Mentioned 419, 426
Porter, Major. Mentioned 443
Porter, David D.

Correspondence with

Alden, J. M 575
Andrews, G. L 20
^ache,G.M... ,..,.. „,,..,.. ,..., 42,50
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Porter, David D.—Continued.
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Bacon, G 576
Baldwin, T 317
Banks, N. P 23

40, 44, 48, 55, 96, 97, 99, 107-109, 111, 128, 135-137, 140, 141, 146^149, 157
Beebe, W. S 137_ I39
Bickerataft, S 205
Birch, E. E 452
Breese, K. R 102, 103, 105, 106, 159, 241, 260, 271,421, 574, 708
Brewster, N 120 121
Brown, G. W 65,326,569
Burnet, W 436
Canby, E. R. S. 161, 162, 337, 361, 367, 376, 378, 436, 440, 444, 453, 472, 483, 561
Chambers, J. W 254
Conness, J 294
Comwell, J.J 572

Cozzens, G . W 439

Davis, C. H 209

Dennis, J. S 376
Dominy, C 34,38,181,185,194

Donnelly, P 336

Eames, C 412

Ewing, T., Jr 466

Farragut, D. G 439

Fitch, LeRoy 183,217,295,328,338,358,367,

375, 381, 384, 387, 390, 401, 405, 439, 441, 476, 488, 499, 532, 553, 566, 577
Flanigan, M. E 252,253

Flye, W 339, 360, 540

Forrest, M , 573

Foster, J. P 236, 374, 404, 441, 446, 474, 492, 506, 534, 572

Gerdes, F. H 284,307

Gibson, T 15,559

Glassford, H. A 500, 573

Gorringe, H. H 302,460,578

Goudy, J 394

Gould, A. N 305

Grant, A. M 395

Greer, J. A 7,8,11-13,18,20,28,32,37,

38, 41, 246, 274, 280, 306, 316, 357, 378, 403, 410, 443, 456, 461, 466, 478, 574

Gregory, T. B 89,104,122,128,152

Hanford, W. C 552

Harrell, A. D 450

Hoel, W. R 112

Howard, S 303

Johnston, J. V 98, 153

Keene, H. T 305, 508

King, J. W 450

Langthome, A . R 144, 1 80

Laning, James 178

Lee, A. L 36

Litherbury, C. W 373

Lord, G. P 112,551

McCaulev. E . Y 574
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Porter, David D.—Continued.

Correspondence with—Continued. Page.

McElroy, T 14,182,246

McFarland, W. D 366

McKenzie, J. M 392

McPheiBon, J. B 23

Magunp, J. W 576

Maitland , William 87

Mitchell, J. G 95,

137, 142, 144, 193, 336, 361, 373, 375, 381, 385, 408, 411, 434, 435, 439, 451

Mower, J. A 31

Navy Department, U. S 92,

160, 209, 214, 324, 352, 379, 405, 438, 457, 521, 559, 575, 579

O'Neil, A. F 337

O'Neill, H.B 323

Owen, E. K 142,305,309,326,331,

335, 339, 353, 355-357, 364, 365, 383, 407, 442, 446, 465, 470, 471, 485, 518

Palmer, J. S 465

Parsons, L. B 10, 17, 328, 331, 338, 409, 412, 437, 485, 487

Pattison, T 22], 237, 262, 279, 408, 517

Pearce, J 85

Peniston, F 265

Pennock, A. M 9, 21, 178, 194, 214, 272,

275, 278, 284, 286, 301, 421, 459, 479, 498, 513, 516, 523, 533, 553, 556, 703

Phelpa, S. L 24, 28, 30, 78, 81, 86, 287, 392, 409, 414, 415, 418, 422, 428, 434,

438, 447, 451, 453, 454, 461, 463, 464, 467, 469, 471, 478, 484, 494, 528, 558

Prichett, J. M 263, 264

Prince, H 385,436

Ramsay, F. M 211, 276, 369, 397, 438, 442, 446, 570

Richardson, J. F 19, 244

Rogers, J 214

Rosecrans, W. S 235, 236, 411, 563, 566

Sanders, M. W 574

Sawtelle, C. G 158

SelHdge, T. 18, 49, 65, 80, 143, 145, 285, 517, 522, 537, 543, 576

Sherman, W.T 41,56,57,90,368,567,568
Shirk, J. W , 197,227-229, 244, 334,362,489, 507

Smith, A.J 34, 54

Smith, T.K 44,90
Smith, W 88,112,124,129,138,150,153-157,286

Springfield, 111., Judge of U. S. district court at 35, 394
Stanly, F 577
Stoddard, William 379
Stone, C. P 40, 159
Tabor, S . J. W 454
Terry, S.W 574
Thatcher, C 304
Thomas, L 387,400,401,411
Townsend, R 27, 32, 35, 250, 413, 519, 573
War Department, U. S 575
Watson, J. S 83, 177, 212, 365
Wilson, B 573
Winnebago, U. S. S., Commanding officer of 45O
Wright, C. A 180,206
Yeatman, T. H 349
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Porter, David D.—Continued. Page.

Departure of, from Mound City, 111., for Washington, D. C 458, 459

General orders 28,160,184,192,312-315,

317, 329, 330, 343-348, 378, 381, 443, 454, 524, 570, 579, G17, 618, 705, 716

Leave of absence extended 508

Mentioned 3, 5, 6, 23,

64, 66, 67, 101, 104, 117, 127, 167, 173, 176, 203, 213, 216, 239, 243, 262, 266,

267, 270, 290, 291, 296, 298, 299, 320, 327, 351, 402, 462, 491, 501, 510, 511,

520, 536, 562, 580, 581, 589, 605, 690, 691, 696, 705, 711, 715, 716, 725, 726,

735, 748, 750, 751,754,767,772,774,775,776,779,781,783,786,807,810

Ordered to report to Navy Department 329, 363

Recommendation of, for promotion of certain officers 311, 316, 329

Relieved of command of Mississippi Squadron 570, 574, 575

Reports of.

Avenger, V. S. S. Condition of 205

Clara Dolsen, Steamer. Restoration of, to owners 185

Columbia, Ark. Engagement at, June 1, 1864 353

Como Landing, La. Engagement at, June 15-16, 1864 395

Conestoga, U. S. S. Sinking of, in collision with U. S. S. General

Price, March 8, 1864 18,19

Cotton. Disposition of 363

Hope, Steamer. Claim of owners for loss of 452

Ironclads. Transfer of, to West Gulf Blockading Squadron 387, 576, 579

Lafayette, U. S. S. Attempted destruction of, by torpedo 516

Louisiana, U. S. S. Destruction of '. 568

Milwaukee, U. S. S. Arrival of, at Mound City, and request for officers

for .507

Mississippi Squadron. Disposition of vessels of 319, 554

Mound City, 111. Destruction of wharf boat at 568

Officers, Regular. Deficiency of 444

Osage, U. S. S. Grounding of 451

Ozark, U. S. S. Torpedo secured by 569

Petrel, U. S. S. Capture of, in Yazoo River, Miss., April 22, 1864. ... 249

Pilots. Petition of, for exemption from conscription 448

Prizes. Matters pertaining to 180, 388, 567, 568

Queen City, U. S. S. Capture of, at Clarendon, Ark., June 24, 1864.. 417

Red River Campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 24, 29, 33-35,

38, 43, 45, 50, 68, 71, 87, 92, 105, 116, 120, 121, 130, 151, 156, 158, 292

Red River, La.

Claim for railroad iron captured on 708

Operations in and about 7, 551

Sherman, W. T. Operations of 368

Simmesport, La. Captureof Confederate battery near, June 8, 1864— 369

Torpedo service, C. S.

Capture of correspondence relating to 185-191

Order for arrest of persons engaged in 191, 192

Undine, U. S. S. Sinking of, in Tennessee River, July 25, 1864 489

Vessels purchased and under construction. Names for 325

Volunteer, Prize steamer. Disposition of 556

White River, Ark.

Affairs in vicinity of 457

Assistance rendered Army transports in, by U. S. S. Naumkeag. . . 386

Yazoo City, Miss. Operations at, March 5, 1864 13

Request of, that steamer Maria retain name of U. S . S . Fairy 306

Porter, James 21. Mentioned 192
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Page.

Porter, JohiL H. Mentioned 224

Porter, Idilton-. Mentioned 254

Port Hudson, Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with K. R. Breese. 289

Portsmouth, U. S. sloop. Mentioned 465

Post of Arkansas, Ark. Reoccupation of, by Confederates, Report of S. L.

Phelps 484

Powers, Frank P. Mentioned 400

Prairie Bird, U. S. S. (No. 11).

Assistance rendered steamer B. M. Runyan, sunk in Mississippi River 485

Attack upon, at Yazoo City, Miss., April 21, 1864 246-260,267

Condition of 442, 518

Cooperation with Army force in destruction of bridge over Big Black River,

Miss., November 27, 1864 743-745

Engagement at Rowdy Bend, Mississippi River, August 11, 1864 503-505

Mentioned 15,268,288,295,298,

305, 309, 318, 320, 326, 330, 331, 357, 407, 465, 470, 555, 693, 702, 731, 750

Orders for movements 241, 281

Reconnoissance in Sunflower River, Miss 182

Seizure of contraband goods 562

Seizure of steamer Union by 515

Prairie State, Steamer. Mentioned 643,644

Pratt, J. H. Mentioned 804-807

Prentice, William B. Mentioned 133, 138

Prentiss, Benjamin M. Mentioned 510, 514

President, C. S.

Correspondence with E. K. Smith 695

Mentioned 186, 209, 640, 672, 696, 698, 718
President, TJ. S

Correspondence with

Navy Department, U. S 183
Sickles, D. E 351
Thomas, G. H 669

Mentioned 235, 272, 293-, 300, 448, 495, 559, 728, 729, 761
Preston, Samuel. Mentioned 254
Price, General, U. S. S. See General Price, U. S. S.

Price, SterUng.

Correspondence with B. P. Van Court. : 809
Mentioned 44, 48, 99, 100, 147, 187, 209, 429, 464, 495, 521, 527, 528, 531, 565, 579
Special orders 190

Prichett, James M.
Correspondence with

Canby, E. R. S 296, 322, 445
Hickey , M 207, 332
Rogers, J 386
Thompson, R. H 802

Mentioned 245, 312, 320, 321, 324, 402, 458
Reports of.

Confederate papers. Capture of 263
Forrest, N. B. Movements of 264

Prima Donna, Steamer. Mentioned 643 644
Prince, Henry.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 385 436
Mentioned 334^ 352, 337
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PrincesB,* Steamer. Mentioned 367
Piingle, Steamer. Mentioned 798
Prisoners of war g02 807
Prizes. Matters pertaining to.

Communications from

Bowen, George P 767
Pennock, A. M 515
Porter, D . D 412

Orders and instructions, D. D. Porter 381, 533, 574
Keports of

Pennock, A. M 520, 560, 562, 581
Phelps, S. L 318, 409
Porter, D. D 180,388,556,567,568

Frosser, D. H. Mentioned 192

PrudhoTnTTie, Phanor. Mentioned 192

Pulman, David. Mentioned 358

Q. Uoyd, Steamer. Mentioned 214

Queen City, U. S. S. (No. 26).

Capture of, at Clarendon, Ark., June 24, 1864 413, 414, 417-424, 426, 428-432

Condition of 264

Mentioned 263, 288, 318, 320, 330, 386, 425, 447, 453, 464, 468, 502

Operations in White Kiver, Ark 207, 332

Queen of the West, Ellet ram. Mentioned 237, 337

Quin, Thomas A. Mentioned 95

Quinn, John. Mentioned 84

B. E. Hill, Steamer.

Mentioned 486, 520, 562

Seizure of, at Beulah Landing, Mies. , June 15, 1864 392-394, 791

Baccourci Island, La. Death of Charles Thatcher on, November 25, 1864.. 745,

746, 762

Badabaugh, George. Report of injuries sustained by U. S. S. Prairie Bird,

in engagement at Yazoo City, Miss., April 21, 1864 256

Baine, John, U. S. S. See John Raine, U. S. S.

Bainey, . Mentioned 458

Balli, Benachi & Co. Mentioned 265

Bamsay, Francis M.
Correspondence with

Banks, N. P 149

Breese, K. R 126,145,268,271

Canby, E. R. S 492

Dominy, C 396,398

. Johnston, J. V 129

Keene, H. T 396

Oliver, F. A 211

Porter, D.D '. 438,446

Richardson, J. F 276

Thatcher, C 442 ,

Mentioned 24, 77, 128, 139, 243,

261, 277, 312, 319, 374, 403, 404, 444, 497, 554, 557, 698, 779, 780, 783, 788

Relieved of command of U. S. S. Choctaw and ordered to Springfield, 111.,

and Washington , D. C - 570

* Afterwards U. S. S. Naiad, which see.
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Bamaay, Francis M.—Continued.

Reportfl of. Page.

Como Landing, La. Engagement at, June 16, 1864 397

Gazelle, U. S. S. Prisoners captured by 442

Little Rebel, U. S. S. Condition of 211

Bed River, La. Operations in and about 276

Simmesport, La. Capture of Confederate battery near, June 8, 1864. . 369

Bamsey, Robert H. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Thomas, George E.

Bandal, Horace. Mentioned 164

Bandolph, . Correspondence with D. W. Glenney 545

Bansom, Thomas S!. G. Mentioned 45,48,58

Basin, Hanson. Correspondence with L. B. Parsons 487

BaiUfi's Landing, Miss. Engagement at. May 16, 1864. Report of J. F.

Richardson 303

Battler, V. B. S. (No. 1).

Abstract log, June 3-December 31, 1864 794-802

Glenney, Daniel W., ordered to relieve James Laning of command 402

Laning, James, relieved of command 402, 722

Loss of, in a gale, off Grand Gulf, Mies., December 30, 1864 769-771

Mentioned 7, 178,

277, 310, 311, 317, 320, 331, 357, 379, 401, 466, 475, 555, 693, 731, 750, 771

Orders for movements 5, 283, 314, 322, 330, 380, 406, 435, 463, 473, 577

Reports and correspoiidence in the case of Acting Master D. W. Glenney,

accused of treacherous conduct while in command of, Septem-

ber 4, 1864 536-551

BawUns, Steamer. Seizure of, by U. S. S. Mound City 11, 12

Baybum, McNeil. Mentioned 783, 784

Baynor, William H. Mentioned 113,124

Bead, Frederick. Mentioned 320, 387, 555, 693, 731, 750

Bead, WiUiam H. Mentioned 781

Bed Chief, Steamer. Mentioned 130

Bedd Brothers. Mentioned 333

Bed Biver, La. Operations in and about.

Communications from

Andrews, George L 20
Banks, N. P 20
Breese, K. R 291
Canby, E. R. S 492
Edwards, T. J 299
Stone, C. P 20
Orders and instructions.

Breese, K. R 239,240,243,298
Pennock, A. M 297, 466, 477
Porter, D. D 8,20,438
Townsend, Robert 238

Reports of

Breese, K.R ; 241,260,271,495,708
Dominy, C 181,185,194
Foster, James P 497 505
Greer, James A g ig
Pennock, A. M 296
Porter, D.D 7,551,708
Ramsay, F. M 276
Richardson, J. F 276
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Bed River Campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in, March 12 to May 22, 1864. Page.
Blair's Landing, La. Engagement at, April 12, 1864 49-55, 61, 62
Cane River, La. Engagement at, April 26-27, 1864 74-77,

81-88, 110, 166-170, 176
City Belle, U. S. transport. Capture of 105,107,171
Communications from

Banks, N. P 23
37, 44, 48, 55, 64, 96, 99, 106-109, 111, 135, 136, 141, 146-149, 157

Beebe, William S I37 139
Breese, K. R 70,107,127,145,159
Canby, E. R. S 162
Conness, John 294
Dwight, William 97, 107, 109, 111, 128
Edwards, T.J 298
Foster, James P II5
Lee, A. L 36
MePherson, J. B _ 23
Mitchell, John G I37
Mower, J. A 31
Navy Department, U. S 122,159,160,324
Normand, L. P 320
Pennock, A. M 92, 302
Porter, D. D 35,54,56,57,108,135,137,140,146,161

Ramsay, F. M 149

Reynolds, J. J 151

Sawtelle, C. G 158

Sherman, W. T 41, 90

Simpson, W 99

Smith, A.J 34

Smith, E. Kirby 162

Smith, Thomas Kilby 44, 90

Smith, Watson 154

Steele, F 99

Stone, C. P , 40, 44, 48, 159

Townsend, Robert 267

War Department, U. S 160

Cotton. Correspondence regarding seizure of 292-294, 298, 299, 306, 767

Deloach's Bluff, La. Engagement at, April 26, 1864 80, 166-169, 177

De RuBsy, Fort. Capture of 24-36

Dunn's Bayou, La. Engagement at. May 5, 1864 112-124, 134, 172, 174

Eastport, U. S. S. Destruction of 62, 68-79, 86, 110, 167, 170

Eunice Bluff, La. Engagement at. May 15, 1864 152

Orders and instructions.

Banks, N. P 97,98,100,101,111

Breese, K. R 43,

57, 63, 06-68, 91, 92, 101, 102, 104, 109, 124-128, 139, 140, 151, 152

Greer, J. A 23, 37, 39, 65

Navy Department, U. S 92

Nickerson, F. S Ill

Polignac, Camille J 171, 172

Porter, D. D 24, 28, 39,57,63, 98, 109, 129, 150, 153, 160

Ramsay, F. M 129

Smith, E. Kirby 164,165

Smith, Watson 68,88,89,91,96
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Bed River Campaign—Continued.

Orders and instructions—Continued. Page.

Taylor, Richard 166

Wharton, John A 175

Passage of fleet through the falls at Alexandria, La., May 9-13, 1864 130,

145, 151, 156, 159-162, 302

Pleasant Hill, La. Battle of, April 8-9, 1864 44-48, 51, 56, 57

Reports of

Allen, George 84,85

Bache, G. M 42,50

Baylor, George Wythe 174

Benton, Thomas O..-. '.... 167

Breese, K. R 102,103,105,106,302

, Brent, Joseph L 176

Brewster, N 120,121

Brown, G. W 65

Dominy, C 34,38

Emory, W.H 148

Faries, T. A 167

Gerould, M. L 86

Greer, J. A..: 32,37,38,40,41,270,306

Gregory, Thomas B 89, 104, 122, 128,152

Heap, G. H 110

Hoel, W. R 112

Langthorne, A. R 144

Lee, S. P 116

Lord, George P 112

McMillan, James W 138

Maitland, William 87

Mitchell, John G 95, 142, 144

Morgan, Edward 117

Owen, E. K 142

Pearce, John 85

Pease, W. S 80

Phelps, S. L 28, 30, 78, 81, 86

Porter, D. D 24, 29, 33-35,

38, 43, 45, 50, 68, 71, 87, 92, 105, 116, 120, 121, 130, 151, 156, 158, 292

Selfridge, T. O 49, 65, 80, 143, 145

Smith, Watson 88,112,124,129,138,150,153-158
Taylor, Richard 163,166,168-174

Townsend, Robert 27, 32, 35
. UUmann, Daniel 123
Walker, J. G 163
Watson, J. S 83
Wells, W. R 116
Wilkes, Perry X14

See also Abstract logs, pp. 772-793.

Bed Bover, U. S. hospital boat. Mentioned 21, 116, 179, 195,
215, 222, 226, 241, 242, 251, 261, 320, 517, 519, 555, 693, 694, 731, 750, 783

Beed, Daniel. Mentioned 772
Beed, Henry P.

Correspondence with

Lee, S. P 706
Meredith, S ggy

Report of affairs in vicinity of Smithland, Ky 671
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Reindeer,* Steamer. Mentioned 325 m
Reindeer, U. S. S. (No. 35).

Cooperation with Federal forces against Nashville, Tenn., December 3-16,

_, , , i?^^ 641-643,645,650,651
trlassford, H. A., relieved of command of 488
Mentioned '.'.".".'.'.".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.

'.'22',
273, 318

320, 330, 367, 387, 390, 391, 499, 500, 509, 512, 520, 555, 693, 731, 750, 758
Operations at Hickman, Ky 245
Orders for movements 573

Republic, Great, Steamer. See Great Republic, SUamer.
Resin, WiUiam. Mentioned 313
Retaliatory measures. Report of James P. Foster 374

See also Thatcher, Charles. Death of, on Raccourci Island, La., etc.

Reynolds, Widow. Mentioned 604
Reynolds, Joseph. J.

Correspondence with K. R. Breese IO7 151
Mentioned 536,695^767
Report of afiairs in vicinity of Gaines Landing, Ark 722

Reynoldsburg Island, Tenn. Engagement at, November 4, 1864. See John-
sonville, Tenn. Operations near, etc.

Rhett, Thomas G. Mentioned 165
Rice, John H. Mentioned 650, 652, 653
Rice, Paskil.

Capture of. Report of John G. Mitchell 408
Order of D. D. Porter for shooting of 435

Rice, T. W. Mentioned 685
Rich, Thomas H. Mentioned 715
Richard, Simon. Mentioned 192
Richardson, Columbus. Mentioned 254
Richardson, James F.

Correspondence with K. R. Breese 43, 127, 288, 291, 298

Mentioned 103, 185, 238, 267, 269, 299

Reports of.

Conestoga, TJ. S. S. Sinking of, in collision with U. S. S. General Price,

March 8, 1864 19

General Price, U. S. S. Movements of 244

Ratliff's Landing, La. Engagement at, May 16, 1864 303

Red River, La. Operations in and about 276

Tunica Bend, La. Attack upon steamer Superior at. May 19, 1864. . . 311

Richardson, Robert V. Mentioned 16

Rider, James. Mentioned 426

Riggs, Henry M. Mentioned 123

Rilbren, Joseph. Mentioned 772

Riley, Captain. Mentioned 225

Rives, Alfred Xi.

Correspondence with E. K. Smith 191

Report of organization of secret service corps 191

Roach, Michael. Mentioned 116

Robb, Alfred, U. S. S. See Alfred Rolh, U. 8. S.

Robert, Mr. Mentioned 142

Afterwards U. S. S. Peri (No. 57).
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Robert Emmet, Steamer. Page.

Mentioned 297, 791, 794

Order for release of 401

Order of E. K. Owen for investigation of case of 315

Boberts, . Mentioned 708

Roberts, Captain. Mentioned 87

Roberta, Benjamin S. Correspondence with J. P. Foster 456

Boberts, Edward. Mentioned 253

Boberts, Henry. Mentioned 419

Boberts, James S. Mentioned 421

Boberts, Joseph. Mentioned 419

Robertson, H. Mentioned 192

Robertson, Jaxaes A. Mentioned 798

Robertson, WiUiam. Mentioned 192

Robinson, George. Mentioned 19

Robinson, Selden. Mentioned 427

Robinson, Thomas. Mentioned 19

Rob Roy, Steamer. Mentioned 55, 130, 495, 496, 774, 781, 786, 789

Roche, William. Mentioned 798

Roddey, Philip D. Mentioned 587, 588, 597

Rodgers, Hiram. C. Mentioned 475, 476

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Slocum, H. W.
Rodney, Miss. Keconnoissance from, to

Big Black Island. Report of F. H. Gerdes 307

Point Pleasant, MissLssippi River. Report of F. H. Gerdes 284

Roe, Francis A. Mentioned 325

Rogers, George W.
Correspondence with

Greer, J. A 413,435

Lee, S. P 745

Mentioned 77,555,693,701,731,749
Relieved of command of U. S. S. Pittsbuig and appointed to command

U. S. S. Forest Rose 404

Rogers, John.
Correspondence with E. A. Carr 455
Mentioned 320, 422, 424, 453, 555, 693, 731, 749

Reports of.

Clarendon, Ark. Engagements at, June 24-25, 1864 425
White River, Ark.

Assistant'e rendered array transports in, by U. S. S. Naumkeag. . 386
Engagement in 214

Romeo, U. S. S. (No. 3).

Defense of steamer Empress, August 10, 1864 503-506
Engagement at Columbia, Ark., May 24, 1864 805
Mentioned 288, 305, 309, 317, 318, 320, 324,

326, 327, 330, 356, 388, 406, 407, 465, 487, 518, 555, 693, 717, 731, 750, 803
Operations at Island No. 82, Mississippi River 473

Rose, John G. Mentioned 253
Rose, White, Steamer. See White Rose, Steamer.

Rosecrans, William S.

Correspondence with

Pennock, A. M 262, 266, 565, 579
Porter, D. D 235,236,411,563,566

General orders 5O5
Mentioned 414, 456, 527, 664, 578
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Bose Hamilton, Steamer. Mentioned 798
BosenmiUer, D. P. Mentioned 319, 554, 692,' 730, 749
Boss,* . Mentioned 406 407
Boss, Balph. Mentioned 798
Boss plantation. Mentioned ._ 313
Bousseau, Lovell H.

Correspondence with

Baldwin, 0. L 207
Granger, K.S 560,596
Thomas, G.H 207,566

Mentioned 620
Report of operations on Tennessee Biver 566

Bow, J. A. Mentioned 508
Bow, P. L. Mentioned 508
Bowe's Landing, La. Engagement at, September 2, 1864. Reports of

Foster, J. P 534
Keene, Henry T 535

Bowley, George W. Mentioned 642
Bucker, EdmiiTid W. Mentioned 684-686
Buf, Dennis O. Mentioned 772
Bumsey, Steamer. Mentioned 799
Bunyan, B. 21., Steamer. See B. M. Runyan, Slearner.

Bussell, Bobert M. Mentioned 593
Byan, Michael. Mentioned 419

S. C. Baker, Steamer. Orders for movements 281

Sachem, U. S. S. Mentioned 777

Sadler, B. F. Mentioned 508

Sain, William. Mentioned 802

St. Charles, Ark.
Attack upon U. S. S. Hastings at, July 4, 1864. Report of S. L. Phelps... 463

Evacuation of, by U. S. forces, September 1, 1864. See White River, Ark.

Cooperative movement up, August ,30, 18r>4.

St. Clair, U. S. S.

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition, etc 67,

89, 91, 104, 111, 122, 128, 152, 154-156

Mentioned 261, 317, 320, 329, 524, 555, 581, 693, 731, 750, 782

St. Joseph, La. Affairs at.

Orders of James A. Greer 463

Report of P. Donnelly 836

Salm, Felix P. Mentioned 677

Sainson,t Floating blacksmith shop.

Mentioned 4, 195, 205, 206, 212, 320, 465, 474, 555, 559, 693, 731, 750

Orders for movements 5

Sanders, Morton W. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 574

Sanderson, John P. Mentioned 566

Sanford, . Mentioned 574

Saratoga, Steamer. Mentioned 522, 798

Sassacus, U. S. S. Mentioned 325

Satifley, William P. Mentioned 175

Saunders, John W. Correspondence with K. R. Breese 109

Saunderson, George. Mentioned 419

SawteUe, Charles G. Correspondence with D . D . Porter 158

» Unldentiflfld.
-f Also known as Sampson,
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Sawyer, Boswell M. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Sherman, W. T. Page.

Saxton, James M. Mentioned 254

Scanlan, Charles S. Mentioned 470

Schofield, John M.
Correspondence with G. H. Thomas 587

Mentioned 619, 620, 638, 669

Scofield, Hiram.
Mentioned 246, 247, 249, 250, 252, 254, 257-259

Correspondence with T. McElroy 255

Scott, Charles. Mentioned 193

Scott, John (Acting master's mate). Mentioned 796

Scott, John (Acting volunteer lieutenant).

Mentioned 820, 554, 692

Eeports of.

Cairo, III. Affairs at 486

Skipwith's Landing, Miss. Burning of property at, March 4, 1863 9

Scott, John S.

Correspondence with S. D. Lee 400, 808

Mentioned 506

Report of engagement at Como Landing La., June 15-16, 1864 399, 400

Scott, Joseph. Mentioned 85, 787

Scott, Walter. Mentioned 419

Scott & Co. Mentioned 501

Scribner, S. ^. Mentioned 192

Scruggs, P. T. Mentioned 234, 235

Scurry, William B. Mentioned 164

Sears, Amasa C. Mentioned 555, 693, 731, 749

Sebastian, Benjamin.
Appointed to command U. S. receiving ship Grampus 491

Correspondence with S. P. Lee 747

Mentioned 554, 692, 731, 749

Second District Iilississippi Squadron.
Comwell, John J., appointed to command 572

Disposition of vessels 474, 720

Foster, James P., relieved of command 572

Limits of, and vessels composing 317, 329

Operations in 374,404,506
Secretary of Navy, C. S. Mentioned 208, 209, 802

For correspondence, see Navy Department, C. S.

Secretary of Navy, TJ. S. Mentioned 21, 117, 122, 161, 162,

194, 214, 242, 273-275, 284, 286, 300, 301, 324, 349, 533, 556, 570, 703, 716
For correspondence, see Navy Department, TJ. S.

Secretary of Treasury, TJ. S. Mentioned I93

194, 315, 324, 344, 346, 349, 393, 761, 764
For correspondence, see Treasury Department, U. S.

Secretary of War, C. S. Mentioned 186, 187, 191, 293
For correspondence, see TFar Department, C. S.

Secretary of War, TJ. S. Mentioned 183, 208, 498, 575, 670
For correspondence, see War Department, U. S.

Seddon, James A. See Secretary of War, C. S.; also War Department, C. S.

Seitz, Charles. Mentioned..,...,. ,.,,,,,...,,,,, ...,.,..,. 248 253
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Selfridge, Thomas O.
^agfi

Appointed fleet captain X46
Appointed to command

Fifth District Mississippi Squadron 462
U. S. S. Vindicator 303

Correspondence with

Banks N. P 04

Canby, E.R. S 548
Dana, N. J. T 534,539
Glenney, D. W 542,543
Pease, W. S 80
Porter, D. D 576

Smith, Watson 96

Willets, N. B 537

Mentioned 19, 20, 25, 31,

52, 53, 77, 93, 242, 312, 320, 339, 536, 541, 550, 553, 555, 578, 779, 799, 800

Reports of.

Conestoga, U. S. S. Sinking of, in collision with U. S. S. General

Price, March 8, 1864 18

Cotton. Seizure of 285

Glenney, Daniel W. Case of, accused of treacherous conduct while

commanding U. S. S. Rattler 537,543

Red River Campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 49, 65, 80, 143, 145

Trans-Mississippi Department, C. S. Efforts of Confederates in, to

. cross Mississippi River 517,522

Sella, Elijah. Mentioned 320'

Sells, Lewis. Mentioned 564

Senate, TT. S. Proceedings in, regarding seizure of cotton during Red River

expedition 293

Sengteller, B. B. Mentioned 711

SenteU, WJUiam H. Mentioned 101 133

Sessions, Daniel. Mentioned 805

Seventh District liisBissippi Squadron.

Limits of, and vessels composing 318,330

Phelps, S. L., detached from 558

Townsend, Robert, appointed to command 559, 562, 573

Shaler, Alexander. Mentioned 757

Shallenberger, George W. Mentioned 419

Shankland, WiUiani F. Appointed to command U. S. S. Chickasaw 302

Sharpe, Jacob. Mentioned 113

Sha-w, Kobert P. Mentioned 473, 504

Shawneetown, HI.

Affairs in vicinity of.

Communications from

Heintzelman, S. P 509

Kemper, A . C 509

Lathrop, S . H 520

Pennock, A. M 620

Orders and instructions of A. M. Pennock 509, 510

Reports of

Fitch, Le Roy 509

Pennock, A. M 272, 513

Shirk, James W 510

I*rotection of. Request of Aaroji B. Stout et al ,.,.,.,.,.,.,..,,.,. ^ ., ^ , 265
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Page.

Sheftall, Eugene. Mentioned 116

Shelby, Joseph O.

Correspondence with N. B. Buford 807

Mentioned 389,406,411,414,416,418,

419, 422, 423, 425-430, 453, 461, 464, 468, 470, 480, 494, 521, 526-532, 565

Report of capture of U. S. S. Queen City and engagements at Clarendon,

Ark., June 24-25, 1864 431-433

Shelley Island, Cumberland Biver. Engagement at, June 3, 1864. ReportE

of

Fitch, LeRoy 358

Watson, Jos 358

Shepley, Georg'e F. Mentioned 230

Sherman, Frank.
Correspondence with J. G. Mitchell 731

Mentioned 452, 741

Sherman, General, U. S. S. See General Sherman, U. S. S.

Sherman, WiUiam T.

Correspondence with

Biuyman, M 213, 230, 232

Donaldson, J. L 382, 485, 491

Fitch, LeRoy 286

Glassford, H. A 587

Pennock, A. M 211,268,278,605
Porter, D.D 41,56,57,90,368,567,568
Tho'mas, G. H 589,604,619,680

Mentioned 7, 18, 20, 23-25, 30, 45, 46, 55, 95, 164, 195, 204,

245, 272, 274, 279, 295, 297, 334, 405, 462, 494, 508, 627, 628, 674, 684, 704
Special field orders 382

Sherwin, . Mentioned 602
Shields, Michael. Mentioned 87
Shirk, James W.

Correspondence with

Brayman, M 232
Bryant, J. L 489,582
Gresham, W. Q 262
King, E.M 585,610,615,616
Lee, S. P 699,606,616,617,632,633,720,733
0'Neil,A.F 201,213
Pennock, A. M 497^ 5IO
Smith, T. E X99
Thomas, G. H 606

Mentioned 22, 90, 178, 195, 202, 203, 211, 214, 215, 268, 272-274,
278, 279, 285, 287, 300, 312, 320, 337, 381, 392, 394, 395, 490, 491, 502,
514, 555, 557, 603, 611, 612, 619, 627, 631, 633, 634, 693, 706, 717, 731, 750

Reports of.

Ninth District Mississippi Squadron. Affairs in 507
Paducah, Ky.

Affairs in vicinity of 216, 217, 227, 229, 244, 334, 362
Cooperation of U. S. steamers Peosta and Paw Paw in repulse of
attack upon, March 25, 1864 197

Johnsonville, Tenn. Operations near, and destruction of U. S. 'steamers
Undine, Tawah, Key West, Elfin, and transports, November 4
186^ 610,615
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Shirk, James W.—Continued.

Reports of—Continued. p
Ohio River. Operations on 510
Skipwith's Landing, Miss. Burning of property at, March 4, 1864 9
Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. Operations on 628, 630
Undine, U. S. S. Sinking of , in Tennessee River, July 25, 1864 489

Shoak, Lieutenant. Mentioned 799
Shoemaker, Howell. Mentioned 778
Shreveport, Steamer. Mentioned 123
Shreveport, Xa.

Afiairs at. Communication from E. R. S. Canby 444
Fitting out of torpedo boats at. Communication from D. D. Porter 438

Shultice, Simon. Mentioned 236
Sibyl,* U. S. S.

Mentioned 325, 330, 459, 467, 468, 478, 555, 557, 693, 718, 731, 741, 750, 758
Orders for movements 460, 578, 719

Sickles, Mr. Mentioned 192
Sickles, Daniel E.

Correspondence with

Pennock, A. M 272
President, U. S 351

Mentioned 285

Signal, U. S. S. (No. 8).

Cooperation of, in Red River expedition, etc 66,

88, 112-114, 116-118, 120-122, 126, 127, 134, 161, 172, 174, 175

Loss of, during engagement on Red River, La., May 5, 1864 112-

124, 127, 134, 172, 174

Mentioned 185, 206, 237, 239, 242, 261, 772, 782, 785

Signals. Correspondence regarding 209, 312, 330, 715, 742, 752

Silver Cloud, U. S. S..(No. 28).

Assistance rendered U. S. S. Osage, aground on Helena Bar 336, 339

Condition of 262, 263

Mentioned 220,237,240,288,318,

320, 330, 340, 413, 414, 420, 429, 453, 467, 471, 502, 555, 558, 693, 731, 750

Operations at Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 13, 1864 221, 225, 231, 232, 234

Silver Lake, V. S. S. (No. 23).

Cooperation with Federal forces against Nashville, Tenn., December 3-16,

1864 : 641-643,649-651,659

Mentioned 207,216,

217, 228, 318, 320, 330, 387, 391, 512, 532, 533, 555, 673, 693, 731, 750, 758

Operations in Cumberland River 332

Orders for movements 390

Silver Wave, Steamer. Mentioned Ill, 122, 130, 211, 772

Simmes' house. Mentioned 155

Simmesport, La. Capture of Confederate battery near, June 8, 1864.

Abstract log of U. S. S. Chillicothe 779

Reports of

Bennett, M 371

Fanes, T. A 370

Porter, D. D 369

Ramsay, F. M 369

Simpson, James H. Correspondence with S. P. Heintzelman 373, 509

* Formerly Hartford, which see.

102008°—N w B—VOL 26—13^ 57
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Page.

Simpson, WiUiam. Mentioned 113

For correspondence aa aid-de-camp with Porter, see Banks, N. P.

Sima, Clifford S. Mentioned 419,807

Sims, Henry. Mentioned 426

Sinclair, William. Report of operations on Tennessee Biver, October 28 to

November 5, 1864 624

Singer, E. C. Mentioned 184, 187-189, 191, 192

Sioux City, Steamer. Mentioned 130, 778, 779

Sioux City, Steamer, blaster of. Correspondence with K. E. Breese 150

Siren,* U. S. S.

Mentioned 273, 317, 320, 326, 329, 486, 491, 516, 555, 557, 693, 731, 750

Orders for movements 565

Sixth. District ]yijssissippi Squadron.

Limits of, and vessels composing 318, 330

Operations in 331, 335, 383,406-408, 446,465,470

Townsend, Robert, appointed to command 559

Skelding, Henry T. Mentioned 253

Skipwith, Henry. Mentioned 192

Skipwith's Iianding, ICss.

Affairs in vicinity of.

Order of D . D. Porter 383

Reports of

Osband, E. D 702

Owen, E. K 383,406,446,470,471,485,518

Burning of property at, March 4, 1864. Reports of

Pennock, A. M 9,178

Shirk, J. W., et al 9

Slade, Edward P. Mentioned 84

Slocum, Henry W.
Correspondence with

Greer, J. A 476

Hoel, W. R 479

Owen, E. K 366

Mentioned 258, 280, 283, 327, 341, 342, 357, 365, 377, 408, 475, 478

Smedley, Pilot. Mentioned 200

Smith, Arthur A.

Correspondence with G. H. Thomas. 647, 648

Mentioned 661, 666

Reports of affairs in vicinity of Clarksville, Tenn 649, 658

Smith, Andrew Joy.

Correspondence with

Moore, J. B 659
Porter, D. D 34,54

Mentioned 25,28,30-32,41,42,44-46,48,

51, 55-59, 62, 90-95, 97, 98, 100, 101, 110, 142, 153-158, 284, 327, 337, 357,

364, 368, 389, 462, 519, 529, 635, 647, 669, 679, 681, 682, 779, 782, 804, 807
Smith, Charles B. For correspondence as Aid-de-Camp, see Brayman, M.
Smith, D. A. Mentioned 128
Smith, E. Eirby.

Correspondence with

Buckner, S. B 650
Harrison, I. P 55O
Logan, G. W 165

'Fprineriy White Rose.
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Smith, E. Kirby—Continued.
Correspondence with—Continued. [Page.

Marshall, W.E 164
President, C. S 695
Rives, A. L 191
Taylor, R 162, 163, 165, 166, 168-173, 263, 808

Mentioned 99, 358, 403, 406, 492, 627, 687, 803
Smith, James. Mentioned 359,360
Smith, Jam.es (Quarter gunner). Mentioned 419
Smith, James A. Mentioned 677
Smith, John Blair. Mentioned 192
Smith, John. W. Mentioned 419
Smith, Joseph. Mentioned 772
Smith, Melancton. Mentioned 325
Smith, Morgan L.

Correspondence with R. Townsend 703
Mentioned 704

Smith, Peter. Mentioned 15
Smith, Bobert. Mentioned 419

Smith, S. S. Mentioned 253

Smith, Thomas B. Mentioned 689

Smith, Thomas E.
Correspondence with

McDonald, J. A 200

South, Perry 201

Wise, John 200

Mentioned 198, 203, 228, 320, 555, 665, 666, 693, 731, 750

Reports of.

Paducah, Ky. Cooperation of U. S. steamers Peosta and Paw Paw in

repulse of attack upon, March 25, 1864 199

Skipwith's Landing, Miss. Burning of property at, March 4, 1864 9

Smith, Thomas Sjlby.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 44, 90

Mentioned 32, 51, 54, 55, 60-62, 93

Smith, Watson.
Correspondence with

Banks, N. P 154

Breese, K. R 152

Johnston, J. V. 68, 88, 89, 91

Selfridge, T. 96

Mentioned 77, 151, 312, 319, 445, 777, 778, 781

Reports of.

Cotton. Seizure of 286

Red River campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 88,

112, 124, 129, 138, 150, 153-158

Smith, WiUiam. Mentioned 177

Smith, WiUiam F. Mentioned 419, 426

Smith's plantation. Mentioned 804,806

Smithland, Ey. Affairs in vicinity of.

Communications from S. P. Lee 671

Report of Henry P. Reed 671

Snead, Thomas L. Mentioned 190

Snoddy, G. W. Mentioned 40,307

South, Perry. Report of injuries sustained by U. S. S. Peosta in defense of

Paducah, Ky., March 25, 1864 201
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Page.

Southwester, Steamer. Mentioned 129, 774, 778, 793

Sovereign, U. S. S. Mentioned 21,326

Sower, Charles. Mentioned 370

Spalding, George. Report of operations at Florence, Ala., December 27,

1864 676

Special orders.

Confederate 190

Union 382,715

Speed, Frederic. Correspondence with J. W. McMillan 138

Spiegel, Ilarcus 1£. Mentioned 123

Spooner, Charles W.
Mentioned 390,391

Report of seizure of horses at Maysville, Ky 389

Springfield, U. S. S. (No. 22).

Engagement at Shelley Island, Cumberland River, Jtme 3, 1864 358

Mentioned 217, 318, 320, 330, 387, 512, 555, 641, 650, 653, 659, 693, 750, 758

Orders for movements 731

Springfield, lU., Clerk of XT. S. Bistrict Court at. Correspondence with

A.M. Pennock 767

Springfield, 111., Judge of U. S. District Court at. Correspondence with

Pennock, A. M 515

Porter, D.D 35,394

Stafford,* General. Mentioned 103, 105

Stanley, David S. Mentioned 587,620

Stanly, Fabius. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 577

Stansbury, Alfred E. Mentioned 443

Stanton, Edmn M. See Secretary of War, U. S.; also War Department, JJ. S.

Starlight, Steamer. Mentioned 130

Starr, Job V. Mentioned 769

Stebbins, De Wayne. Mentioned 792

Steedman, James B. Mentioned 620, 670, 674, 676, 681

Steele, Frederick.

Correspondence with

Andereon, G. W 472

Bache, G. M 416,429,430
Banks, N. P 99

Buford, N. B 417
Clayton,? 494,505
Grace, J. R 480,526
Phelps, S.L 389,461,470,482,532

Mentioned 10, 41,

42, 45-48, 63, 64, 90, 95, 147, 288, 296, 322, 414, 420, 422, 423, 427-431,

445, 447, 455, 458, 464, 468, 478, 484, 527, 528, 534, 578, 579, 696, 808
Steele, William. Mentioned 166, 173
Stephens, Mittie, Steamer. See Mittie Stephens, Steamer.

Stepney, John. Mentioned 426
Stevens, Sylvanus H. Correspondence with I. P. Williams 604
Stevens, Walter H. Report of merits of Singer's torpedo 189
Stevenson, Mr. Mentioned 163
Stewart, Captain. Mentioned 87
Stewart, Mr. Mentioned 239
Stewart, Mrs. Mentioned 313

*UiiideDtiae<l.
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StibbB, John H. Iteport of condition of affairs at post at mouth of White Page.
River, Ark 32i

StiUman, C. H. Mentioned 273
Stoddard, James. Mentioned 14 15
Stoddard, William O. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 379
Stone, Charles P.

Correspondence with

Andrews, G. L 20
Porter, D.D 40,159

Mentioned 43
For correspondence as Chief of Stafl, see Banks, N. P.

Stone, Henry. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Thomas, G. H.
Stone, John T. Mentioned 253
Stone Kiver, Steamer.

Mentioned 59O
Operations in Tennessee River 503, 594, 596-598

Stoughton, Seth. Mentioned 383
Stout, Aaron B. Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 265
Strange, John P. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Fairest, N. B.

Strong, Ii. W. Mentioned 86
Stroud, K. J. Mentioned 505

Stuart, Mr. Mentioned 181

Sullivan, J&mes. Mentioned 116

Sultana, Steamer. Mentioned 185

Simflower River, Hiss. Reconnoissance of. Report of Thomas McElroy.. 182

Sunnyside, Ark. Affairs at. Report of E. K. Owen 339, 357, 364

Sunnyside, Steamer. Mentioned 444

Superior, Steamer.

Attack upon, by Confederate battery, at Tunica Bend 311

Mentioned 89, 261

Supplies.

Shipment of, over Illinois Central Railroad 735

System of, in Mississippi Squadron 756

Surget, Eustace. Mentioned 166

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Taylor, R.

Swaney, John. Mentioned 320,554,693,731,749

Swartz, Charles. Mentioned 782

Swear, Alonzo J. Mentioned 121

Sweden, Steamer. Mentioned 350

Bwendson, Charles.

Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 563, 565

Mentioned 489,692,730,749

Report of affairs in vicinity of Cape Girardeau, Mo 565

Swift & Co. Mentioned 295

Swords, Thomas.
Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 498

Mentioned 509

Szymanski, Ignatius. Mentioned 548

Tabor, Stephen W. Correspondence with D.D. Porter 454

Tacker, P. M. Mentioned 184

Talisman, Steamer. Mentioned 21
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Tallahatchie, U. S. S. (No. 46). Page.

Cooperation of, in Red Eiver expedition, etc 106, 126, 127, 150

Mentioned ' 21

Tanner, Stanley. Mentioned 372

Tanail, Egbert E. Mentioned 400

Tarbell, S. C. Mentioned 116

Tate Brothers & Co. Mentioned 549

Tatum, J. A. Mentioned 581

Tawah, U. S. S. (No. 29).

LosB of, near Johnson-ville, Tenn., November 4, 1864 609-628, 683, 687

Mentioned 228, 244, 318, 320, 330, 395, 555, 582, 607, 685, 693

Taylor, Henderson. Mentioned 192

Taylor, Bichard.

Correspondence with

Brent, J. L 176

Forrest, N. B 682, 683

LiddeU, St. John R 263

Smith, E. K 162, 163, 165, 263

Walker, J. G 163

General orders 166

Mentioned 39, 48, 60, 147, 212, 406, 480, 482, 549, 727

Reports of.

Mississippi River. Failure of efforts of Confederate troops to cross. . . 808

Red River Campaign 163, 166, 168-174

Taylor, S.*L. Mentioned 192

Tecunoaeh, U. S. S. Mentioned 552

Tempest, U. S. S. Mentioned 768

Tennant, WiUiam. Mentioned 506

Tennessee*, U. S. ram. Mentioned 561, 575, 581, 696, 697, 750, 765

Tennessee Biver.

Construction of U. S. vessels on.

Communications from

Sherman, W. T 211, 278, 286, 382

Dimensions and tonnage 566

Orders and instructions.

Porter, D. D 405

Sherman, W. T 382

Reports of

Donaldson, J. L 382

Fitch, Le Roy 183,295,439,476,488, 566

McFarland, William D 366

Porter, D. D 326

Forrest, Moreau, appointed to command U. S. gunboats in upper 573, 577
Operations on.

Communications from

Donaldson, J. L 485
Granger, R. S 560
Gresham, W. Q 262
McPherson, James B 262

Porter, D. D.. 568
Sherman, W. T 268, 567

Order of Robert Allen 498

Formerly C. S. ironclad Tennessee.



INDEX. 903

Tennessee Biver—Continued.

Operations on—Continued.

Reports of Page.

Brayman, M 213
Fitch, Le Roy 338

Goudy, Jason 395

Lee, S. P 706,717
Lyon, William P 568

O'Neil, A. F 213

Pennock, A. M 272, 705
See also Naval operations in Tennessee and Cumberland rivers in combina-

tion with forces under Major-General George H. Thomas, TJ. S.

Army, opposing Major-Generals Hood and Forrest, C. S. Army,
October 10, to December 31, 1864, etc., pp. 582-690; Undine,

U. S. S., Sinking of, July 25, 1864.

Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Heavy—Batteries: Rice's, 685.

Artillery, Light—Batteries: Morton's, 683.

Cavalry—Regiments: 15th, 685; 26th, 685.

Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) Cavalry—Regiments: 11th, 621,

625; 12th, 676; 13th, 215, 224, 231, 235.

Tennyson, Pilot. Mentioned 102, 471

Tensas, U. S. S. (No. 39). Mentioned 273, 320, 555, 693, 731, 750

Tenth District Mississippi Squadron.
Limits «l, and vessels composing 318, 330

Patrols of vessels 387, 512

Request of Le Roy Fitch for hospital boat for 553

Terry, Silas W.
Correspondence with

Breese, K. R 43

Porter, D. D 574

Mentioned 77, 88, 105, 772

Texas Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Light—Batteries: Pratt's, 804-806; Valverde (Nettles'), 167, 169,

177.

Cavalry—Regiments: 1st Partisan (Lane's), 175; 2d Partisan (Chisum's),

175; 2d (Baylor's Arizona Brigade), Company C (Fry's), 175;

Company II (Calhoun's), 175, 443; 35th (Likens'), 173.

Thatcher, Charles.

Correspondence with

Breese, K. R 124,299

Porter, D. D 304

Mentioned 25, 77, 298, 320, 554, 692, 731, 749

Death of, on Raccourci Island, La., and operations in retaliation. Re-

ports of

Comwell, J. J 746,762

Ullmann, Daniel 745

Report of prisoners captured by TJ. S. S. Gazelle 442

Thayer, John J/L.

Correspondence with L. B. Parsons 328

Mentioned 327

Therion, Slainerlas. Mentioned 772
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Third District liississippi Squadron. Page,

Comwell, John J., appointed to command 719

Disposition of vessels 474, 720

Foster, James P., appointed to command 572

Limits of, and vessels composing 317,329

Thistle, U. S. S. Mentioned 241,501

Thomas, . Mentioned 712

Thomas, Dr. Mentioned 333

Thomas, General, U. S. S. See General Thomas, U. S. S.

Thomas, George H.
Correspondence with

Croxton, J. T 588

Donaldson, J. L 604, 675, 676

Fitch, Le Roy 606, 640, 645, 646, 652, 653, 657, 663, 668

Forrest, M 591, 596, 636, 671

Glassford, H. A 659

Granger, R. S 588, 590, 592

Greer, J. A 589,590

Halleck, H. W 638,674

Hooker, Joseph 276

Lee, S. P 616,

631, 632, 635-639, 654-658, 660-662, 664-668, 670-673, 675, 678-680, 717

Lyon, W. P 592,593

McConnell, S.J 626

Pennock. A. M 588, 596, 606

Rousseau, L. H 207, 566

Schofield, J. M 587

Sherman, W. T 61

9

Shirk, J. W 606
Smith, A. A 647-649

Thompson, C. R 567

Washhum, C. C 589
Mentioned 582, 595, 605, 620, 633, 647, 648, 650
Reports of.

Johnsonville, Tenn. Operations near, and destruction of U. S.

gunboats and transports, November 4, 1864 619
Nashville, Tenn. Operations about, December 13-26, 1864, including

battle, December 15-16, and retreat of Confederate forces 659,

663, 669, 673-675, 680
Tennessee River. Operations on 589
Undine, U. S. S. Capture of, in engagement at Paris Landing, Tenn.,

October 30, 1864 6O4
Thomas, lAojd.

Correspondence with

Breese, K. R 5^39

Porter, D.D 387,401,411
Mentioned 320
Report of affairs in vicinity of Hickman, Ky 400

Thomas, Lorenzo. Mentioned Ig2 291
Thomas E. Tutt, Steamer. Mentioned 130 774 790
Thomason, Frank M. Mentioned '._ 'goo
Thompson, Mr. Mentioned 712
Thompson, Albert P. Mentioned I97 199 2O6
Thompson, Andrew. Mentioned '._ '419
Thompson, Aug:ustus F. Mentioned 195. 319. .Il^a fioo
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Thompson, Charles B. Page.

Correspondence with L. H. Rousseau 567
Mentioned 619, 621, 622, 625
Report of operations on Tennessee River 567

Thompson, Edward T. Mentioned 551

Thompson, Beginald H. Correspondence with J. M. Prichett 802
Thompson's. Mentioned 313

Thorpe, John. Mentioned 531

Torpedo catcher. Drawing of.

Communication from William C. Hanford 552

Reports of

Brown, George M 569

Porter, D. D 569

Torpedoes. Correspondence regarding 165,

184-192, 813, 438, 516, 524, 525, 569, 706, 707, 709, 712, 727

Torrence, Judge, U. S. S. See Judge Tmrence, TJ. S. S.

Townsend, Bohert.
Appointed to command Sixth and SeventhdistrictsMississippiSquadron. 559, 562

Correspondence with

Breese, K. R 57,63,238

Ferguson, W 413

Greer, J. A 39, 40, 238, 243, 266

Lee, S. P 709

Mitchell, J. G 704

Morgan, W.H 694,700

Pennock, A. M 705

Smith, M.L 703

Washburn, C.C 510,515,694,700

Watson, J. S 513

Mentioned 24,37,41,77,103,239,240,

242, 244, 249, 261, 269, 271, 280, 301, 319, 320, 336, 441, 554, 558, 560, 692

Relieved of command of

First District Mississippi Squadron and appointed tocommand Seventh

District 573

U. S. S. Essex and ordered to Mound City. Ill 709

Reports of.

Fort De Russy, La.

Guns and ordnance stores captured in 27

Test of strength of 32, 35

Memphis, Tenn. Attack upon, by Confederate force under Major-

General Forrest, August 22, 1864 519

Queen City, IT. S. S. Capture of, at Ckrendon, Ark., June 24, 1864. . 413

Yazoo City, Miss. Attack upon TJ. S. steamers Petrel and Prairie

Bird at, April 21, and capture of U. S. S. Petrel, April 22,

1864 250,253,256

Trade. Restriction of.

Communications from

"Argus" 457

Breese, K. R 495

Buford, N. B 402

Canby, E. R. S 440,748

Ewing, Thomas, jr 466

Greer, James A 295

Kinninment, D. L 410

Lee, S. P 716
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Trade—Continued.

Communications from—Continued. Page.

Navy Department, U. S 324,334,335,457

Phelps, S.L 296

Porter, D.D 439,454

Rosecrans, W. S 235,236,266

Sickles, D. E 351

Townsend, Robert 510

Newspaper clipping 343

Orders and instructions.

Fitch, Le Roy 338

Greer, James A ^-7, 314, 435

Lee, S. P 729,731,761,766

Mitchell, John G 434,731

Pennock, A. M 501, 704, 705

Porter, D. D 315,343-348,376-378,408,413,439,443,705,716

Reports of

Devoe, J. B 709,750

Fitch, Le Roy 338,375

Foster, James P 492

Greer, James A 410

Lee, S. P 728,741

Mitchell, John G 434,728

Owen, E. K 365,366

Phelps, S. L 409

Porter, D. D 340-351,446,551

Scott, John 486

See also Western waters. Vessels captured on.

Trans-Uiasissippi Department, C. S. Efforts of Confederates in, to cross

Mississippi River 513,

517, 522, 534, 627, 640, 672, 695-699, 716-718, 735, 743, 808

See also Glenney, Daniel W. Reports and correspondence in the case of, etc.

Transports Nos. 4 and 14. Mentioned 265

Treasury, XT. S., Assistant Special Agent of, for Leasing Plantations.

See Burnet, William.

Treat, S. H. For correspondence as U. S. District judge, see Springfield, III.

Treat, Samuel W.
Correspondence with H. Howland 623

Mentioned 622

Trenaman, George B. Mentioned 359,360

Trinity, La. Operations at and near. See Abstract logs of U. S. steamers

Cricket and Lexington, pp. 780, 781, 788.

Trott, S. G. Mentioned 5

Trussell, Orlando S. Mentioned 772

Tully, William. Mentioned 9

Tunica Bend, La.

Affairs in vicinity of.

Orders and instructions of K. R. Breese 288, 291, 299

Reports of

Brown, George M 569

Keene, Henry T 508

See also Coma Landing, La. Engagement at, June 1.5-16, 1864: Rowe's
Landing, La., September S, 1864.

Attack upon steamer Superior at, May 19, 1864. Report of J. F. Richardson 311
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l\uiica Bend, La.—Continued.
Torpedoes placed in MissiBsippi River at. Pa~

Orders of S. P. Lee 7^7
Reports of J. B. Devoe '

707,709,712,751
Tuohjr, James. Mentioned 693 731 750
Turpin, W. G. Report of merits of Singer's torpedo '.. 'l89
Tuscumbia, U. S. S. Mentioned . 21, 280, 318, 320, 326, 330, 459, 555, 693,717, 731, 750
Tutt, Thomas E., Steamer. See Thomas E. Tutt, Steamer.
Tuttle, James H.

Correspondence with J. A. Greer 270
Mentioned 437

Tyler, U. S. S.

Expedition near Island No. 68, Mississippi River 721
Mentioned 263, 264, 288, 318, 320, 324, 330, 392-394, 403, 407, 438, 447,

454, 461, 464, 467^69, 471, 495, 520, 553, 555, 558, 693, 731, 750, 753, 791
Operations in White River and engagement at Clarendon, Ark., June 24,

1864 413,414,416,418,419,422-429,433
Orders for movements 559

TTUmann, Baniel. Reports of

Red River campaign. Cooperation of gunboats in 123
Thatcher, Charles. Death of, and proposed measures of retaliation 745

TJndine, U. S. S. (No. 55).

Attack upon, at Eastport, Miss., October 10, 1864 582-587

Capture of, in Tennessee River, October 30, 1864 598-605,

620, 621, 624, 627, 683, 685, 686, 706

Destruction of, in Tennessee River, November 4, 1864 609,

610, 613, 622, 624-628, 687

Mentioned 273, 287, 300, 317, 320, 330, 394, 555, 607, 612, 615-618, 682, 693, 718

Sinking of, in Tennessee River, July 25, 1864 489-191

TTnioii, Steamer. Seizure of 515, 524

TTmontown, 'Kj.

ASairs in vicinity of. Report of Le Roy Fitch 488

Outrages committed by negro troops in vicinity of. Report of LeRoy Fitch 384

XTnion Troops. Mentioned. (Colored.)

Artillery, Heavy—Regiments: 6th, 215, 224, 235.

Artillery, Light—Regiments: 2d, Battery A, 625.

Infantry—Regiments: 12th, 621, 625; 13th, 621, 625; 47th, 256; 57th, 526;

eist, 582, 585; 73d (1st Corps d'Afrique), 123; 92d, 123; 100th,

621, 625.

TTaiverBe, Steamer. Mentioned 707, 709, 779

XTsher, John P. For correspondence as Secretary of the Interior, see Interior

Department, U. S.

V. F. Wilson, Steamer. Mentioned 218, 242, 251, 261, 280, 296, 301, 302, 539, 799

Van Court, B. P. Correspondence with S. Price 809

Van Duzer, John C. Report of operations near Johnsonville, Tenn., and

destruction of TT. S. gunboats and transports, November 4, 1864. 620

Van Pelt, Elbert C. Mentioned 320, 555, 693, 731,750

Vanzandt, A. Mentioned 772

Veatch, James C.

Correspondence with J. H. Howe 202

Mentioned 198, 199, 204, 211, 213

Venus, Steamer.

Burning of, November 4, 1864 610,611,683,686

Capture of, in Tennessee River, October 30, 1864 603-605,

620, 621, 624, 682, 685, 686
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Venus, Steamer—Continued. Page.

Mentioned 625, 684

Recapture of, November 2, 1864 607, 609, 613, 615, 624, 626. 682, 686

Vicksburg, Miss.

Affairs in vicinity of.

Communication from James A. Greer 270

Orders of Robert Townsend 267

Reports of

Greer, James A 269,280

Porter, D.D , 341

Cruise from, to Cairo, 111. Report of S. L. Phelps 287

Victory, U. S. S. (No. 33). Mentioned 217, 228, 229, 318, 320,

330, 358, 387, 390, 499, 509, 512, 520, 555, 611, 629, 691, 693, 731, 750, 758

Vincent, Freeman. Mentioned 796

Vincent, Wmiam G. Mentioned 170

Vindicator, TJ. S. ram.

Condition of 300

Cooperation with Army force in destruction of bridge over Big Black

River, Miss., November 27, 1864 743-745

Gorringe, Henry H., ordered to relieve T. 0. Selfridge of command 578

Mentioned 178,239,242,285,320,326,330,

369, 463, 517, 534, 537, 539, 542, 543, 547, 548, 555, 693, 720, 731, 750, 801

Operations at Natchez, Miss., and vicinity 522

Orders for movements 240, 243, 723

Selfridgfe, Thomas 0., appointed to command 303

Virginia,* Steamer. Mentioned 509, 512, 748

Vivian, Alice, Steamer. See Alice Vivian, Steamer.

Volunteer, U. S. S.

Mentioned 183, 184, 198, 215, 510, 514, 516, 521, 556, 557, 634, 721

Operations in defense of Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 14, 1864 216, 218, 220

Orders for movements 633

Voorhees, Cornelius. Mentioned 35, 180

Voinche, Auguste. Mentioned 40, 41, 307, 320

W. C. Mann,t Steamer. Mentioned 195

W. L. Ewing, Steamer. Mentioned 129, 150

W. B. Arthur, Steamer. Mentioned 355,356,447

WaddeU, Mr. Mentioned 471

Wade, Benjamin F. Mentioned 273, 274

Wade, James F. Mentioned 123

Wagner, George D. Mentioned 587

Wagner, WJUiam. Mentioned 319, 554, 692, 730, 749

Waites, W. Thomas. Mentioned 253

Wales, James B. Mentioned 85

Walker, Mrs. Mentioned 313

Walker, John G. (C. S. Army).
Mentioned 25, 28, 31, 173, 182, 549, 695, 698

Report of Red River Campaign 163

Walker, John G. (U. S. Navy). Mentioned 312

Wallace, Charles.

Correspondence with

Brayman, M 203

Mason, W. F 202

Mentioned 334

May tie different steamers of same name. t Afterwards tr. S. S. Elfin, which see.
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Walt, Martin, Steamer. See Martin Walt, Steamer.
Wax Department, C. S. Correspondence with Page.

Beauregard, G. T 682,687
Hood, J. B 689
Johnston, J. E g02
Lyon, H. B '.

688
Maury, D. H glO
Polk, L 260

War Department, XT. S. Correspondence with
Buford, N. B 430
Navy Department, U. S 159,160,208,334,735
Porter, D.D 575

Thomas, G. H 669

Ward, Lyman M. Mentioned 529, 530
Ware, Kimble. Mentioned 248, 249, 253, 257

Warfield, Mrs. Mentioned 721

Warfleld, Elisha. Mentioned 721

Warfleld, John G. Mentioned 721

Warfleld plantation. Mentioned 505

Warner, James C. Mentioned 193

Warner, John, Steamer. See John Warner, Steamer.

Washburn, CadwaUader C.

Correspondence with

Hoge, G. B 586

Phelps, S. L 528

Stibbs, J. H 321

Thomas, G. H 589

Townsend, R 510, 515, 694, 700

General orders 347

Mentioned 163, 296, 336, 341, 348, 351,

352, 368, 377, 393, 431, 434, 439, 458, 482, 517, 519, 584, 721, 728, 757, 758

Reports of.

Mississippi . Affairs in 323

White River, Ark. Cooperative movement up, August 30-September

6, 1864 V 527

Waterproof, La. Affairs in vicinity of.

Order of James A. Greer 5

Reports of.

Donnelly, P 336

Greer, James A 456

Selfridge, T. 517

Watson, A. Eugene. Mentioned 22

Watson, Buckman. Mentioned 254

Watson, Henry C. Mentioned 397

Watson, John Stoughton.

Correspondence with

Allen, G.0 84,85

Townsend, R 513

Mentioned 77, 81, 320, 329, 554, 692, 731, 749

Reports of.

Cotton. Seizure of 212, 308, 365

Negroes. Depredations committed by 177

Red River, La. Engagement in, April 26-27, 1864 83

Watson, Joseph. Mentioned 320, 358, 555, 693, 731, 749

Watson, Rineck. Mentioned 772



910 INDEX.

Wave, Silver, Steamer. See Silver Wave, Steamer. Page.

Weaver, . Mentioned 267

Weaver, Thomas B. Mentioned 60^) 620

Webb,*C. S. S. Mentioned 163,540

Webber, F. P. Mentioned 711

Weber, Judd. Mentioned 506

Webster, Joseph.. Mentioned 382, 596

Weldon, Lawrence. Mentioned ^09

Weldon, Thomas. Mentioned 525

WeUes, Charles S. Mentioned - 776,778

Welles, Gideon. See Secretary ofNavy, U. S.; also Navy Departtnent, U. S.

Wells, Henry N. Mentioned 538, 539, 795, 798, 799, 801

WeUs, M. Mentioned It's

Wells, William B.
Mentioned 319,554,692,730,749

Report of cooperation of gunboats in Red River campaign 116

Welsh's plantation. Mentioned 55

West, Harry. Mentioned 253

West, Joseph B. Mentioned 526, 527, 529-631, 772

West, Wesley. Mentioned 254

Western Boatmen's Benevolent Association. Petition of, requesting ex-

emption from conscription for its members 448, 725

Western waters.

Blockade of. See Trade. Restriction of.

Guerrilla parties. Formation of, on 208, 209

Protection for loyal owners of plantations on 764

Vessels captured on 11, 12, 270, 392-394, 515, 521

Work performed by TJ. S. Coast-Survey party on 284,307

Westfall, Lewis.

Mentioned 419

Report of capture of IT. S. S. Queen City at Clarendon, Ark., June 24, 1864. . 418

West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Return of ironclads from, to MiEsissippi Squadron 761, 765

Transfer of ironclads to, from Mississippi Squadron 379,

387, 436, 438, 446, 450, 453, 465, 472, 561, 575, 576, 579-581, 627

Wetmore, Henry S. Mentioned 21,319,499,500

Wetmore, N. D., jr. Correspondence with Editors of Argus 224

Wharton, John A.

General orders 175

Mentioned 166,168,695,698

Wheeler, Byron C. Mentioned 80
Wheeler, Joseph. Mentioned 587, 597
Wheeler, Martin. Mentioned 15
WheUiB, Adkin. Mentioned 254
Whipple, William D. Mentioned 654
For correspondence as AssistantAdjutant-General and Chief of Staflt, see Thomas, G. H.
White, James, Steamer. See James While, Steamer.

White, M. Scott. Mentioned 732
White, Beuben. Mentioned 192
White, Thomas. Mentioned 774 793
WhiteCloud, Steamer. Mentioned 525,779
White Bose,t Steamer. Mentioned 273

•BatneM C. 8. 6. Wmiam B. Webh. t Afterwards U. S. B. Siren, which see.



INDEX. 911

White BiveT, Ark.
Afiairs in vicinity of.

CommunicationB from Page.

Andrews, C. C 518, 747

Blackburn, J. C. S 808

Buford, N. B 402

Canby , E . E. S 296, 445

Carr, E. A 455

Greer, James A 468

Lee, S. D 808

Lee, S. P 735

Parsons, Lewis B 10

Phelps, S . L 482

Porter.D.D 17,379

Rogers, John 455

Steele, Frederick 472,480

Orders and instructions.

Greer, James A 469

Lee, S. P 727,736

Pennock, A. M 477,496, 503

Porter, D. D 451

Exports of

Bache, George M 502, 521

Gordon, Geoige H 482

Hickey, M 207,332

Mizner, J. K 455

Owen, E. K 407

Pennock, A. M 479

Phelps, S. L 428, 438, 447, 453, 461, 463, 464, 467-469, 471, 478, 484, 494

Porter, D. D 457

Rogers, John 214

Stibbs.JohnH 321

Assistance rendered Army transports in, by U. S. S. Naumkeag. Reportsof

Porter, D.D 386

Rogers, John 386

Cooperative movement up, August 30-September 6, 1864.

Communications from

Phelps, S.L : 528,532

Steele, Frederick 526

Orders and instructions of C. C. Andrews 526, 530

Reports of

Andrews, C.C 526,527,531,532

Graves, William H 529

Phelps, S.L 528

Washburn, C.C 527

Operations on, including skirmish at White River station, June 22; capture

of U. S. S. Queen City June 24, and engagement of U. S. vessels

with force under General Shelby, C. S. Army, June 24 and 25,

1864.

Casualties 419,424,425,427

Communications from

Bache, George M ^1^

Phelps, S.L 419.420

Steele, Frederick 429,430
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White River, Ark.—Continued.

Operations on—Continued. Page.

Court of enquiry 421

Reports of

Bache, George M 423,427

Booby, Henry 415

Breese, K. R 421

Buford, N. B 417,430

Ferguson, W 413

Grace, John R 426,427

Pennock, A. M 421

Phelps, S.L 414,415,418,422,428

Porter, D. D 417

Rogers, John 425

Shelby, Jo. 431-433

Townsend, Robert 413

Westfall, Lewis 418

White Kiver Station, Ark. Skirmish at, June 22, 1864. See White River,

Ark., operations in.

Whitney, . Mentioned 188

Whitney, Henry. Mentioned 775

Whitton, Joseph. Mentioned 254

Wicker, Frank K. Mentioned 715

Widow Reynolds' Bar, Tenn. Capture of steamers Naugatuck and Alice at.

Report of Henry Howland 604

Wigfall, LouisT. Mentioned 187,550

Wiggins, Pilot. Mentioned 776

Wilcox, (or Wilcore), Winnie. Mentioned 546

Wild, Edward N. Mentioned 419,807

Wilder, Henry M. Mentioned 782

Wilder, John T. Mentioned 689

Wilkes, Perry.

Medal awarded, for conspicuous gallantry on U. S. S. Signal, May 5, 1864. . 122

Mentioned 119, 121

Report of conduct of commanding officer of U. S. S. Covington at time of

her loss. May 5, 1864 114

WiUester, WiUis. Mentioned 426

Willets, Nicholas B.

Mentioned 544,750,769,799,800
Reports of.

Glenney, Daniel W. Case of, accused of treacherous conduct while
commanding U. S. S. Rattler 537,545

Battler, U. S. S. Loss of , in a gale, December 30, 1864 770
William H. Brown, U. S. S. Mentioned 34, 88, 179, 268, 271, 319, 326, 473

487, 544, 547, 554, 557, 560, 692, 730, 749, 774, 778, 779, 785, 786, 789, 792
WiUiams, August. Mentioned 254
Williams, Dorthula. Mentioned 712
Williams, George A. Mentioned 419
Williams, Isaac P.

Correspondence with S. H. Stevens 604
Report of destruction of steamer Dave Hughes on Tennessee River 604

Williams, Judge. Mentioned 333
Williams, Mr. Mentioned 4Q7
Williams, J. B., Steamer. See /. R. Williams, Steamer.
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Page.
WiUiams, James B. Mentioned 620, 624, 658
WiUiams, John A. Report of meritB of Singer's torpedo 189
WiUiams, JohnB. Mentioned 177
Williamson, George. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Smith, E. Kirhy.

Williamson, John J. Mentioned 133
WiUiamsport, La.

Engagement at, September 16, 1864. Report of M. K. Lawler 561
Operations in vicinity of, in retaliation for death of Charles Thatcher. 745, 746, 762

WiUich, August. Correspondence with S. P. Heintzelmann 509
WiUie Gamage,* Steamer. Mentioned 764, 768
Willson, William. Mentioned 254
Wilson, Steamer. Mentioned 453, 464
Wilson, Byron.

Appointed to command First District Mississippi Squadron 573

Correspondence with

Breese, K. R 239,240,269,283

Greer, J. A 277

Spalding, G 676

Mentioned 25, 77,

237, 242, 271, 312, 320, 514, 535, 536, 555, 693, 698, 699, 710, 731, 750, 753

Report of difficulty of navigation in vicinity of Island No. 34, Mississippi

River 502

Wilson, D. C. Mentioned 508

Wilson, George. Mentioned 180,

Wilson, Henry. Mentioned 293,294

Wilson, Isaac. Mentioned 254

Wilson, James Grant. Mentioned 101,140,141

Wilson, James H.
Correspondence with R. W. Johnson 664

Mentioned 638, 639, 659, 669, 681

Wilson, John. Mentioned 253

Wilson, V. F., Steamer. See V. F. Wilson, Steamer.

Wilson's plantation. Mentioned 793

Winnebago, U. S. S.

Mentioned 127,179,236,273,

288, 296, 300, 301, 312, 317, 320, 325, 329, 388, 396, 436, 472, 474, 506, 555

Transfer of, to West Gulf Blockading Squadron 438, 446, 450, 453

Wisconsin Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry—Regiments: 4th, 349.

Infantry—Regiments: 13th, 592; 14th, 530, 531; 43d, 621, 625.

Wisdom, Dew Moore. Mentioned 213

Wise, John. Report of casualties on U. S. S. Peosta, defense of Paducah, Ky.,

March 25, 1864 200

Wood, Charles. Mentioned 782

Wood, Thomas J. Mentioned 669, 670

Wood, WiUiam D. Mentioned 386

Woodford, Steamer (M. M. B. hospital). Mentioned 39,774,781

Woodruff, Harry. Mentioned 67, 703

* Known officially as U. 6. S. Gamage.
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Woods, David C. Page.

Appointed to command U. S. S. Kickapoo 462

Correspondence with A. M. Pennock 477

Mentioned 554, 693

"Woods, George. Mentioned 237

"Woodyard, Uoyd. Mentioned 84

"Woolfoik, Austin C. Correspondence with S. P. Lee 707

"Worth, V/iUiam J. Mentioned 27

"Wright, Charles A.
Correspondence with K. B. Breese 104, 125, 152, 243, 282

Mentioned 124,242,319,554,692,730,749

Beports of.

Avenger, U. S. S. Condition of 180,206

Bruinsburg, Miss. Captures made opposite 734

Wright, John A. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Cruft, Charles.

yeatman, Thomas H. Mentioned 341

"Voist, John. Mentioned 174

yorgan, John. Mentioned 253

"Yorke, P. Jones. Mentioned 758

Young, Henry M. Mentioned 427

Young, John T. Mentioned 224, 233, 234

Yazoo City, Miss.

Affairs in vicinity of.

Cojnmunicationa from

Greer, James A 476

Rodgers, H. C 479

Order of James A. Greer 475

Report of James A. Greer 478

Attack upon U. S. steamers Petrel and Prairie Bird at, April 21, and capture
of U. S. S. Petrel, April 22, 1864.

Communications from

McArthur, J 247
Navy Department, U. S 257
Scofield, H 255

Itinerary of district of Vicksburg for April, 1864 259
Order of Thomas McElroy 255
Beports of

Adams, "Wirt 259, 260
Chambers, J. W 254
Flanigan, M. E 252,253
Greer, James A 257,280
Lee, S. P 249
McElroy, Thomas 246 248
Pennock, A. M 257
Polk, L 260
Porter, D. D 249
Radabaugh, George 256
Townsend, Robert 250, 253, 256, 267

Operations at, March 5, 1864.

Order of E. K. Owen
2.5

Reports of

Coates, J. H
j^g

Gibson, Thomas 25
McElroy, Thomas 24
Porter, D. D ^^^ ^

^^ "!!'!!
'!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 13
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Tazoo River, Miss.

Operations in.

Orders and instructions. Page.

Breese, K. R 298

Foster, James P 241

Greer, James A 281

See also Yazoo City, Miss.

Teatman, Thomas H. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 349

Young, John T. Correspondence with N. B. Forrest 235

Zephyr, Steamer. Mentioned 747

Zwigler, G. Mentioned 798

o
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